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OLIVER  CROMWELL. 


OLIVER  Cromwell  fon  of  Robert 
Cromwell,  and  'Elizabeth  Stuart ^ 
his  wife,  was  born  at  Huntington^ 
on  the  twenty  fourth  of  Aprils 
one  thoufand  five  hundred  ninety  nine. 
His  family,  which  was  confiderable,  I  (hall 
givefor^ie  account  of  in  the  note  (a). 

He 


(a)  J  Jhall  give  fame  account  of  his  family. '\  We  are 
naturally  inquifuive  about  the  defcents  and  alliances  of 
thofe  who  have  figured  in  the  world.  Whether  they 
fprung  from  new  or  old  families  ?  whether  their  fa- 
thers were  men  of  renown  ?  or  they  themfelves  firft 
gave  luftre  to  their  name?  are  quellions  ufually  afked 
by  fuch  as  read  or  hear  concerning  them.  To  gratify 
the  curiofity  of  the  reader  then,  the  following  account 

B  has 


2  T  H  E    L  I  F  E    O  F 

He  was  educated  in  grammar  learning  in 
the  Fre^-fchool  at  Huntington^  under  Dr. 

Thomas 

hds  beferi  col!e£ted. *  That  his  (Oliver's)  extrac- 

*  libri  by  the  father's  fide,  was  from  Sir  Richard  JVil- 

*  Hams,  Knight,  a  gentleman    of  eminent  note  (fays 

*  Sir  IVilliamDugdale)  in  the  court  of  king  Henry  VII  J, 

*  and  fon  to  Morgan  ap  Wiiliarns  (a  IVelchman)  by 
'  fifter  to  Thomas  lord  Cromwell  ezr]  of 
'  ^EJfex,  is  not  to  be  doubted.  Who  being  by  his  uncle 
'  preferred  to  the  fervice  of  king  Henry,  was  for  that 

ftf)  Short  *  caufe  (and  np  other)  C7^\t^  Cromwell,  as  is  apparent 
View  of  thee  enough  from  teftimonies  of  credit  (a),^  If  1  have 
^°"j3j" '"  not  been  mifinformed,  many  gentlemen  of  the  name 
458.  Ox-  of  Williams,  in  Wales,  value  themfelves  on  this  defcent 
ford,  i6gi.  of  Oliver  Cromwell,  Dugdaleh  account  has  been  lately 
°'  coiitefted  by  a  gentleman  who  thinks  it  *  moreproba- 

*  ble  that  this  family  defcended  by  the  females  from 

*  Ralph  lord  C-omwell  of  Tattenkall  in  Lincolnjhire,  the 
'  laft  heir  male  of  which  was  lord  High  Treafurer  in 

*  the  reign  oi Henry  VI.  and  one  of  his  coheirefles  mar- 

*  ried  Sir  fPiiliam  fVilliams,v/ho(t  defcendents  might  af- 

*  terwards  take  the  name  of  Cromwell^  in  hopes  of  at- 
**  taining  that  title  which  Humphry  Bouchier,  a  younger 

'  fon.of  the  then  earl  of  Ejfex,  who  married  the  eldeft 
'  of  the  ccheirefles,  ad^ually  had,  and  was  killed  at 
ib)  Blogra-  *  Barnet  field,  fighting  on  the  fide  of  king  Edward 
pi.ia  Britan- 1.  jy.  (b) — WhTch  of  thcfc  accounts  is  moft  probable 
iiir  A^icle  '  "^"^  ^^  ^^'^^ '°  *^^  judgment  of  the  reader. — How- 
Cromwell,  '  evfr,  this  is  certain,  that  Sir  Richard  Cnmwell  above 
notc,{A).     c  mentioned  was  (heriff  of  Camhridgijhire  and  Hun- 

*  tingtcnjhire  in  the  time  of  Henry  VIII.  was  a  great  fa- 

*  vourite  and  commander  in  the  wars,  and  had  grants 
'  of  abbey  lands  in  Humingtonjhire  to  the  amount,  as 

*  they  were  then  rated,  ofihreethoufand  pounds  ayear. 

*  Ris  fon,   Sir    Henry,  was  four  times   (herifF  of  the 

*  county.     Sir  Oliver,  uncle  to   the  Protector,    gave 

*  'rin;^  ^an-.es  I.  the  greateft  feaft  that  had  bcrn  givers 

'  to 
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Thomas  Beard^  a  minifter  of  that  town ; 
•from  whence  he  was  fent  to  Cambridge ^  en- 
tered into  Sydney- Sujex  College,  Apf'il  23, 
i6i6,  and  placed  under  the  tuition  of  Mr. 
Richard  Howlett  (c).  Defiderat* 

What  progrefs  in  learning  he  made  in  the  ^^'j^''^''' ''*>^' 
univerlity  we  have  no  particular  account  of,  ee.  wood'» 
but  as  he  underftood  fome  hatiuy  and  hadiud'sa!' 
a  tafte   for   polite  literature,    probably   bis 

'  to  a  king  by  a  fubje£V,  had  a  great  eftate,  and  was  a 

*  zealous  royalift  (d)^  but  ••  had  his  compcfition  re-  5/^^  -'^f ' 

*  muted  by  the  parliament  for  his  kinfman's  fake  (e)^ 

'Tis   no  wonder  then  to  find  a  family  of  fuch  a  rank^'^yi'^' 

J  lock  s  iVlc* 

allied  to  the  Hampdens,  the  St.  Johniy  and    the  Bar-  moriais,  ad. 
ringtons,  names  of  fome  of  our  moft  antient  and  emi- edit,  p,  300, 

nent  families. Mr.  Coke  tells  us,  *  his  father  being 

'  afked  whether  he  knew  the  Protestor,  he  faid,  Yes, 
'  and   his   father  too,  when  he  kept  his  brew-houfe  in 

*  Huntington  {/).'     Dugdale  will  explain  this. *  ^^7- 

*  bert  Cromwell,  fays  he,  though  he  was  by  the  coun-  |/|j   ^^"' 

*  tenance  of  his  elder  brother,  (Sir  Oliver)  made  a  juf-  ii.  p'.  57,' 

*  tice  of  peace  in   Huntingtcnjhiret  had  but  a  flender  Lond.  1694. 
'  eltate;  much  of  his  fupport  being  a  brew-houfe,  in 

*  Huntington^  chiefly  managed  by  his  wife,  who  was 
'  fifter  to  Sir  Robert  Stewart  of  the  city  of  Ely^  knight, 

'  and  by  her  had   iflue  this  our  famous  Oliver  [g).'  (^)  short 
This  every  reafonable  and  confiderate  perfon  will  think  View,  p, 
no  difcredit  to  the  family.     For  in  England  trade  is  not  '^^'^' 
difgraceful  to  a  gentleman.    The  younger  brothers  of  our 
beft  families  engage  in  it,  and  thereby  raife  themfelves 
to  fortune  and  independency,  and  advance  the  riches 
and  power  of  their  country.     A  much  more  honourable 
method  of  procuring  a  maintenance  than  following  the 
levees  of  minifters  and  favourites,  and  engaging  to  exe- 
cute their  mifchievous  and  fatal  fchemes ! 

B  2  time 
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time   was   not  wholly   mifemployed  there 

During  his  continuance  at  Cambridge^  his 
father  dying,   he  returned  home  to  his  mo- 

(b)  He  underjlood fome  Latin,  and  had  a  tajle  for  fo-- 
Ute  literature.~\  Here  are  my  authorities.  Burnet  (ays, 
'  he  had  no  foreign  language,  but  the  little  Latin  that 
(b)  Hfto  *  ftuck  to  him  from  his  education,  which  he  fpoke  very 
ofhisown  *  vitioufly  and  fcantily  (^).'  Another  writerobferves  that 
times,  <  The  ufurper  loved,  or  affected  to  love,  men  of  wit  — 
famt^f'''*  Mr. /Ftf//^r  frequently  waited  on  him,  being  his  kinf- 
100.  1725.  *  man  i  and  as  he  often  declared,  obferved  him  to  be  very 

*  well  read  in  the  Greek  and  Reman  ftory  (/).'  The 
Lifeprefix'd  fo'Jowing  paffagc  I  give  at  length,  not  doubting  the 
tuhisPo-  reader  will  be  pleafed  with  it.  *  When  Cromive/ltook 
ems,  p.  30.  i  on  jjin^  thg  protedorfhip,  in  the  year  160,  the  very 
Lend.  1722.  .  .  .^  ..t^r'j  r 
jimo.            morning  the  ceremony  was  to  be  perform  d,  a  mel- 

*  fenger  came  to  Dr.  Afanton,  to  acquaint  him  that  he 

*  rauft  immediately   come   to  IVhitehall:   the  Doctor 

*  afked  him  the  occafion  ;  he  told  him  he  fhould  know 

*  that  when  he  came  there.     The  Protestor  himfelf, 
'  without  any  previous  notice,  told  him  what  he  was  to 

*  do,  /'.  e.  to  pray  upon  that  occafion  :  the  Dodlor  la- 

*  boured  all  he  could  to  be  excufed,  and  told  him  it 

*  was  a  work  of  that  nature  which  required  fome  time 
'  to  confider  and  prepare  for  it.     The  Prote<3or  replied, 

*  That  he  knew  he  was   not  at  a  lofs  to  perform  the 

*  fervicehe  expelled  from  him;  and  opening  his  ftudy- 

*  door,  he  put  him  in  with  his  hand,  and  bid  him  con- 

*  fidertherej  which  was  not  above  half  an  hour:  the 

*  DoiSlor  employed  that  time  in  looking  over  his  books, 
Dr,Man°  '  which  he  faid  was  a  noble  colledion  (^).'  Manton 
ton,  p.  10,  was  a  judge. 

Svo.  Lond.       Thefe  paflages  do  not  indeed  prove  Oliver's  applica- 
^'  tion  in  the  univerfity ;  but  as   a  tafte  for  books  and 

learning  is  generally  acquired  in  the  early  part  of  life, 
'tis  no  way  improbable  that  he  form'd  it  there, 

ther. 
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ther,  who  after  fome  time  fent  him  to  Lin^ 
coins  Lin,  where,  inftead  of  applying  him- 
felf  to  the  ftudy  of  the  law,  he  learn'd  the 
follies  and  vices  of  the  town  (c). 

This 


(c)  Injiead  of  Jludying  the  law,  he  leaned  the  vices 
and  fellies  of  the  town. ^  His  fmall  proficiency  at  Lincolns 
Jnn,  we  may,  I  think,  fairly  enough  conclude  from  the 
following  pafTage  of  a  profefs'd  panegyrift.  *  He  came 
'  to  Lincolns  Inn,  where  he  aflbciated  himfelf  with  thofe 
'  of  the  beft  rank  and  quality,  and  the  moft  ingenuous 

*  perfons ;  for  though  he  were  of  a  nature  not  averfe 

*  to  ftudy   and   contemplation ;  yet  he  feemed  rather 

*  addicted  to  converfation  and  the  reading  of  men,  and 

*  their  feveral  tempers,  than  to  a  continual  poring  up- (/)  pour- 

*  on  authors  (/).'     But  this  is  by  no  means  fufficlent  to  trauu.eof 
give  us   an  idea  of  Oliver  in  his  younger  years.     We  hrh^efs 
are  by  one  writer  furthermore  told,  that  '  the  fir  ft  Oliver,  p.  g, 

*  years  of  his  manhood  were  fpent  in  a  diffblute  courfe  i^mo. 

*  of  life,  in  good  fellowfhip  and  gaming  [m].'     Dugdale  ^  59* 

is  more  large.     *  In  his  youth,  fays  he,  he  was  for  («)  War- 

*  fome  time  bred  up  in  Cambridge-,  [he  omits  his  be-  wick's  Me- 
'  ing  at  one  of  the  inns  of  court]   where  he  made  no  ^.T^gvo. 

'  great  proficiency  in  any  kind  of  learning;  but  then  Lond.  170a, 

*  and  afterwards  forting  himfelf  with  drinking  compa- 
'  nions,  and  the  ruder  fort  of  people  (being  of  a  rough 
'  and  bluftering  difpofition)  he  had  the  name  of  a  Roy- 
'  fter  amongft  moft  that  knew  him;  and  by  his  exorbi- 

*  tances  fo  wafted  his  patrimony ;  that,  having  attempt- 
'  ed   his  uncle  Stewart  for  a  fupply  of  his  wants,  and 

*  finding  that  by   a  fmooth  way  of  application  to  him 

*  he  could  not  prevail,  he  endeavoured  by  colour  of 

*  law  to  lay  hold  of  his  eftate,  reprefenting  him  as  a 

*  perfon  not  able   to  govern  it.     But  therein   he  fail-    .  _, 

*  ed  («).'  ^  View,"p! 
Wood  obferves,  *  that  his  father  dying  whilft  he  was  459* 

*  at  Cambridge,  he  was  taken  home  and  fent  to  Lincolns 

B  3  'Inn 
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This  involved  him  in  expences  which  his 
fortune  would  ill  bear,  and  reduced  him  to 
fome  difficulties.  But  his  vices  were  of  no 
long  continuance.  He  foon  recovered  him- 
felf,  and  at  the  age  of  twenty  one  years, 
married  Elizabeth  (d)  daughter  of  Sir  James 

Boucbiery 

*  Inn  to  ftudy  the  common  law,  but  making  nothing 
'  or  it,  he  was  fent  tor  home  by  his  mother,  became 

(o)  Fafti  *  ^  debauchee,  and  a  boyfterous  and  rude  fellow  (o).' 
voJ.ii.c.sS.  Thus,  according  tothefe  writers,  Oliiur  mifpent  his 
time,  and  fell  into  vice ;  and  tho'  very  probably  his 
faults  are  heightened  byjthe  authors  here  quoted,  yet  I 
make  no  doubt  but  there  is  fome  foundation  for  the 
charge  For  in  a  letter  to  Mrs.  St.  'Jchn^  his  cozen, 
dated  Ely^  13th  (j£l.  1639,  he  has  the  following  ex- 
preflions.     '  You  know   what  my  manner  of  life  hath 

*  been.     O,  I  lived  in,  and  loved  darknefs,  and  hatt d 

*  the  light ;  I  was  a  chief,  the  chief  of  finners.     This 

*  is  true,  I  hated  godiinefs,  yet  God  had  mercy  on 
Ws  State  *  '"^  (/')•*  ^^hich  wards  undoubtedly  imply  fome  per- 
Papers,  vol.  fonal  vicc  Of  Other  to  which  he  had  been  addidted, 
j.  p.  I.  Fol.  though  we  cannot,  at  this  diftance,  well  tell  what  it 
Load.  1742.  ^^g  ^,j^l^  certainty. 

(d)  He  married  YWzzhtlh  Bouchier who  Jkexved 

due  Jub»:ijUior  to  him.]  The  Bouchier s  were  antient  as 
a  family;  irom  hence  probably  arofe  thefpirit  and  pride 
of  Mrs.  Cromwell.  Whether  thefe  led  her  into  any  in- 
decencies with  refpedi  to  her  neighbours,  appears  not 
even  from  the  foes  of  the  family.  With  regard  to  her 
hulband  flie  had  merit,  /.  e.  fhe  was  afFe<5i^onate,  obe- 
dient, fubmiCive,  anddefirous  topleafe:  qu-aiities  vaftly 
beyond  any  which  refult  from  birth,  beauty,  parts  or 
wealth.  What  led  me  to  confider  her  in  this  light,  is 
the  following  letter  to  Oliver,  which  will  be  read  I  dare 
fay  With  pleafure,  efpccially  as  it  is  the  only  one  of 
hers  which  has  been  handed  down  to  pofterity. 

De- 
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Bouchiery  of  EJJeXy  knight,  faid  to  be  a  wo- 
man of  fpirit  and  parts,  and  not  wanting  in 
pride  (y),  tho'  ftie    fliewed  all  due  fubmif-  (^)  4ee 
iion  to   her  hufband.     Soon  after  his  mar-  ^"*^,'^ 

Fiagellutn, 

riage  he  fettled    at    Huntington,  his  native  !>•  4- 
country  j  but  upon  the  death  of  his  uncle, 

Sir 

Defember  the  27th,  1650. 
My  Dear'tjl, 
T  Wonder  you  (hould  blame  me  for  writing  nowe 
*  oftnir,  when  I  have  fent  thre  for  one  :  i  cane- 
not  but  thenk  they  ar  mifcarid..  Truly  if  I  knog  my 
one  hart  I  (hould  afe  foune  negledt  myfelf  afe  to  the 
leaft  thought  towards  you,  hoe  in  douing  of  it  I  muft 
doe  it  to  myfelf  J  but  when  I  doe  writ,  my  dear,  I 
feldome  have  any  fatisfadtore  anfer,  wich  makfe  me 
thenk  my  writing  is  flited,  as  well  it  mae;  but  \  can- 
not but  thenk  your  love  covene  my  weknifis  and  in- 
firmetis.  I  (hould  rejoys  to  hear  your  defire  in  fee- 
ing me,  but  I  defire  to  fubmit  to  the  providens  of 
God,  howping  the  Lord,  houe  hath  feperated  us, 
and  heth  oftune  brought  us  together  agane,  wil  in 
heis  good  time  breng  us  agane,  to  the  prafe  of  heis 
name.  Truly  my  lif  is  bu^half  a  lif  in  yourabfeinfe, 
deid  not  the  Lord  make  it  up  in  heimfelf,  which  I 
muft  acknoleg  to  the  prafe  of  heis  grace,  f  would  you 
would  thenk  to  writ  fometims  to  your  deare  frend  me 
Lord  Chef  Juftes,  of  horn  I  have  oftune  put  you  in 
mind :  and  truly,  my  deare,  if  you  would  thenk  of 
what  I  put  you  in  mind  of  fume,  it  might  be  of  as 
much  purpos  afe  others,  writting  fumetims  a  letter 
to  the  Prefedent,  and  fometims  to  the  Speiker.  In- 
deid,  my  deare,  you  cannot  thenk  the  rong  you  doe 
yourfelf  in  the  whant  of  a  letter,  though  it  wer  but^''^^|^p^°°'* 
feldome.  I  pray  think  of,  and  foe  relt  yours  in  allpers,  by 
faithfulnife,  Nickoiis,  p. 

'  Eliz.  Cromwell  (r).'     \°-  /°i- 

B4  I„Loud.x743. 
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Sir  Robert  Stewart,  who  left  him  an  ellate 
of  between  four  and  five  hundred  pounds  a 
year,  he  removed  to  the  ifle  of  Ely.  Here 
again  it  is  faid  that  he  fell  into  great  ftreights 
and  difficulties,  through  an  excefs  of  fuper- 
llitionj  though  the  accounts  given  of  it  (e) 

are. 

In  conformitv  to  the  reprefentations  of  others  I  have 
mentioned  Mrs,  Cro/mveli's  fpirit  and  pride :  how  the 
latter  appeared  I  know  not.  It  is  not  faid  that  (be  iov'd 
ftate  and  magnificence,  that  flie  was  delighted  with 
flatter}',  or  fond  of  power.  Nor  do  I  remember  to 
have  feen  any  addrefles  made  to  her  either  bv  the  court 
divines,  or  poets  of  her  age,  though  her  hufband,  at>d 
her  fon  Richard  had  (lore  of  them.  So  that  1  (hould 
rather  conclude  her  meelc  and  humble,  than  proud  and 
high-fpirited ;  though  we  have  no  fa£is  given  us  from 
whence  we  may  draw  the  one  or  the  other  conclufitn. 
What  confirms  me  in  the  opinion  of  her  real  good 
charafler  is,  that  Du^dtile  and  Batesy  who  have  drawn 
the  moft  ugly  pi(9ures  of  C-omwelly  have  left  hers  un- 
touched, which  I'm  perfwaded  they  would  not  have 
done,  could  they  have  found  any  thing  to  fatten  on. 
Batest  being  phyfician  to  the  family,  muft  have  had  op- 
portunities fufficient  for  information;  and  after  the  re- 
iloration  it  was  making  court  to  abufe  any  part  of  O/r- 
ver*s  family. 

I  am  confirmed  in  my  opinion  of  Mrs.  CrcmweU^  by 
the  following  paflage  in  LudUw,  which  I  obferv'd  not 
till  I  had  written  the  above.     *  He  [the  Prote£^or]  re- 

*  moved  from  the  Cock-pit.,  which  houfe  the  parliament 
'  had  affign'd  him,    to  take  pofleiHon  of  lihUehulU 

*  which  he  affign'd  tohimfeif.     His  wifefeem'd  at  firft 

*  unwilling  to  remove  thither,  tho'  afterwards  fhe  be- 
(i)  Me-      *  came  better  fatisfied  with  her  grandeur  (j).' 

?o*"' 0?^         (*)  HefeU  intojirtighti  and djffjcuties  tbtQugh  an  /jr- 
**'^'*^  ■    cffs  of  Jupcrjiitim.'}     Let  us  hear  what  is  faid  on  this 

head 
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are,  in  my  opinion,  far  enough  from  being 
probable. 

Cer- 


head  by  writers  prejudiced  againft  his  memory.  *  Ado- 
lefcens  cum  fasmina  nobili  contarreavit;  fed  brevi 
poftea  turn  fua  turn  materna  bona,  (pater  enim  ante 
defun<5tuserat)  efiiifus  in  luxum,  funditus  dilapidavit, 
adeo  ut  ad  reftim  propemodum  redigeretur.  Dein 
agens  refipifcentiam,  concionibus  facris,  Jeflionibus  ^ 
piis,  &  mortificationis  operibus  totus  vacat;  condu£lo- 
que  zythvpfario,  velid  rem  famdiarem  quam  ante  de- 
coxerat  reco6turus,  eidem  dat  operam,  fimul  &  agri- 
culturae.  Ab  eo  tempore,  avunculo  ilium  fummopere 
perofo,  Roberto  Stewardo  equiti,  regiorum  quorun- 
dam  &  clericorum  opera  conciliatus  eft,  hasrefque 
tandem  fcriptus.  Patrimonio  tamen  paulo  pofl:  ad 
aflem  pefl'undato,  natuit  Ncvatn  Angiiam  proficifc?, 
omniaque  in  hunc  finem  preparat  (/).'  ;'.  e.  *  In  his  (0  Elenchl 
youth  he  married  a  gentlewoman,  but  by  his  profufe  ^"'"""^ 

J   1  •  rr    •  •         n.  •  l      r  nuperorum 

and  luxurious  way  orlivmg,  in  alhort  time  he  iquan  ir.Angliaab 
dered  away  both  his  mother's  and  his  wife's  eftate,  fo  Geoigio  Ba- 
that  he  was  almoft  reduced  to  beggary.     Afterwards,  "^^"j  p^''^'^- 

rr       •  ,11-  r  ^.^     ^     ,  .  .      '  cunda,  p. 

ailuming  the  behaviour  or  a  penitent,  he  gave  him-  219,  8vo. 
felf  wholly  up  to  the  hearing  of  fermons,  readingof  I'on'^- '^^S* 
godly  books,  and  works  of  mortification ;  and  hav- 
ing got  a  brewhoufe,  he  applied  himfelf  to  the  brew- 
ing trade,  and  alfo  tohufbandry.  After  that  his  un- 
cle Sir  Robert  Stewart^  who  had  an  averfion  to  him, 
being  reconciled  by  the  means  of  Tome  clergymen  and 
courtiers,  left  him  his  fortune.  But  fhortly  after, 
having  again  run  out  of  all,  he  refolved  to  go  to  New 
England,  and  prepares  all  things  for  that  end.* 
Dugdak,  after  having  fpoken  of  '  his  moft  formally 
cantmg  in  their  [the  Puritans]  demure  language  and 
afFe£led  tone,  and  frequenting  the  fermons  of  the 
fierceft  Beautefeaus^'  tells  us  *  he  was  neceffitated 
through  his  low  condition  to  quit  a  country  farm, 
which  he  held   at  St,  Joesy  and  betake  himfelf  to 

*  mean 
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Certain  'tis,  he  was  very  regular   at  this 
time  in  his  whole  behaviour,  publickly  ad- 

diaed 

(»)  Short  *  mean  lodgings  in  C<^w^r/W^^(«).'  This  neceffity  an- 
View,  p.  other  writer  lays  upon  bis  overmuch  religion,  which 
*  **'  induc'd  him  to  have  long  prayers  with  his  family  in  a 

morning,  and  again  in  the  afternoon,  at  which  his 
plowmen  and  all  his  country  fervants  always  attended. 
Mr.  Hume,  after  his  manner,  has  improv'd  upon  all 
thefe  writers.     '  All  of  a  fudiien,  the  fpirit  of  refor- 

*  mation  feized  him  ;  he  married,  affe(3ed  a  grave  and 

*  compofed  behaviour,  entered    into  all  the  zeal   ^d 
;*-  rigour  of  the  puritanical  party,  and  offered  to  reftore 

*  to  every  one  whatever  fums  he  had  formerly  gained 
.*  by  gaming.     The  fame  vehemence  of  temper  which 

*  had  tranfported  him  into  the    extreams  of  pleafure, 

*  now  dillinguiCbed  his  religious  habits.  His  houfe 
'  was  the  refort  of  all  the  zealous  clergy  of  the  party ; 
'  and  his  hofpitality  as  well  as  his  liberalities  to  the  fi- 

*  lenced  and  deprived  minifttrs^  proved  as  chargeable 

*  as  his  former  debaucheries.     Tho'  he  had  acquired  a 

*  tolerable  fortune  by  a  maternal    uncle,  he  found  his 

*  affairs  fo  injur'd  by  his  expences,  that  he  was  obliged 

*  to  take  a   farm    at  St.   Ives,  and  apply  himfelf,  for 

*  fome  years,  to  agriculture,  as  a  profeffion.     But  this 

*  expedient  ferved  rather  to  involve  him  in  further  debts 
5  and  difficulties.     The  long  prayers  which  he  faid  to 

*  his  family  in  the  morning  and  again  in  the  afternoon, 

*  confumed  his  own  time  and  that  of  his  ploughmen ; 

*  and  he  referved  no  leizure  for  the  care  of  his  tempo- 
(x)  Hiftory  c  y^l  affairs  (r).'  There  is  a  deal  of  confufion  in  all 
BHab^ vol.  ^^^^^  accounts,  and  I  believe,  at  the  bottom,  but  little 
ii.  p^5.  truth.  For  who  can  think  that  Oliver,  tho'  certainly  an 
4to.  Lond.    enthufiafl,  had  fo  little  fenfe  as  to  run  himfelf  out  after 

^57'  Cuch  a  ridiculous, manner  ?  No  man  better  knew  than 

himfelf  that  there  was  a  feafon  for  every  thing,  and 
tho'  he  loved  to  pray,  and  preach  too  on  occafion,  yet 
he  was  never  known  in  any  other  part  of  life  to  neg- 

led 
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dieted  to  no  vice,  but  a  profeffor  of  religion 
even  to  a  degree  of  (f)  enthuliafm,  to  which 

through 

left  his  aftairs.  ^Mr.  Hume  (hould  have  known  too,  that 
the  clergy  with  whom  Cromwell  aflbciated,  were  not  of 
a  temper  to  ruin  even  the  moft  hofp itable :  good  cheer 
was  far  enough  from  being  their  chief  objeft.  But ' 
waving  all  this,  I  would  be  glad  to  know  how  thefe  ac- 
counts of  his  poverty  are  to  be  reconcil'd  with  the 
known  fa6^s  of  his  being  eledled  a  member  of  parlia- 
ment in  1 628 ;  and  the  fuccefsful  oppofition  be  ac- 
tually made  to  the  earl  of  Bedford,  and  other  great  men, 
in  the  bufinefs  of  draining  the  Fens  ? 

•Sir  Philip  Warwick,  an  eminent  royalift,  lived  fome 
time  near  Huntington  {y),   and  convers'd  with  Dr.  Sim-  iy).  ^^- 
cott,  CrotnweWs  phyfician,  from  whom  he  learn'd  many  ^°^''  ^' 
particulars:  but  he  is  tc tally  filent  on  this  head,  and" 
therefore  very  probably   there  is  no  truth  in  what  is 
above  related. 

Since  writing  the  above,  I  find  Cromwell  fpeak- 
ing  concerning  his  fituation  in  life  in  the  following 
manner.  *  I  was  by  birth  a  gentleman,  livi,ng  neither 
'  in  any  confiderable  height,  nor  yet  in  obfcurity.* 
Words  fpoken  to  his  parliament  Sept.  12,  1654,  and 
abundantly  fufficient  to  confute  the  idle  (lories  in  this 
note  recited.  Milton  alfo,  fpeaking  concerning  himj 
fays,  *  Is  matura  jam  atque  firmata  setate,  quam  &  pri- 

*  vatus  traduxit,  nulla  re  magis  quam  religionis  cultu 
'  purioris,  &  integritate  vitae  cognitus,  don)i  in  occulto 

*  creverat'— — —  /.  e.  *  being  now  arrived  to  a  ma- 

*  tureand  ripe  age,  whichhe  fpentas  a  private  perfon,  (2;)  Milton's 

*  noted  for  nothing  more  than  the  cultivation  of  pure  ^°^^. 

*  religion,  and  integrity  of  life,  he  was  grown  rich  at  ^0]°'^,// 

«  home(z).' — After  this,  I  hope,  we  Ihall  hear  no  more  p- 395.  • 
of  Oliver's  extreme  poverty.  quarto, 

(f)  He  was  a  profejjor  of  religion  even  to  a  degree  of  en-  sre"aifo^the 
thufafm.'\     The  reader  who  has  feen  nothing  but  mo-  ojiotation 
dern  manners,  may  wonder  to  hear  religion  made  part  ^'°^  ^l^' 

'  '  or        rendon  m 

or  note  (p). 
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through   the  remaining  part  of  his  life  he 
feemed  greatly  inclined. 

This, 

of  a  great  iran's  chara^er.     He  who  (houlJ  now  even 

but  make  the  leaft  public  pretence  to  it,  would  go  near 

to  be  ridicul'd  for  a  fool  or  a  fanatic.     The  Brutes,  the 

JVrongheadSf  the  FribbUs  have  figured  fo  long,  that  they 

are  become  very  familiar,  and  deem'd  top  chara£ter.^. 

But  in  the  laft  century  things  were  othcrwife:  a  man's 

being  religious  was  thought  one  qualification  even  for 

(a\  Letters  ^  P^^    '"  ^^^  army,  and  mentioned  as  fuch  by  Lord 

andDif-      Siraffcrde  {a^.,   and  we  well  know  that  the  appearance 

f>it«^,       ^f  religion  was  kept  up  by  gendemen  of  the  moft  dif- 

frf  Lon*^*  tingui&'d  rank.     So  that  Oliver's  religion  was  merito- 

1739.         rious  in  the  eyes  of  thofe  around  him,  and  tended  much 

to  advance  his  charafter. 

And  that  he  was  really  religious,  feems  to  appear 
from  the  following  letter  moft  generoufly  permitted  to 
be  tranfcribed  for  me,  by  the  truHees  of  the  Brilijh  Mu- 
feum.  It  is  written  to  Mr.  Stority  and  dated  St.  Ivti, 
Jan.  II,  1635. 

*  \,4  R'  Storicy  amongft  the  catalogue  of  thofe  good 

*  '•-'^-*  workes  which   your  fellowe  citycenes  and  our 

*  cuntrie  men  have  donn,  this  will  not  be  reckoned  for 

*  the  leaft  that  they  have  provided  for  the  feedinge  of 

*  foules :  buildinge  of  hofpitalls  provides  for  mens  bo- 

*  dyes,  to  build  material!  temples  is  iudged  a  worke  of 

*  pietye,  but  they  that  procure  fpirituall  food,  they  that 

*  builde  up  fpirituall  temples,  they  are  the  men  truly  cha- 

*  ritable,  trulye  pious.     Such  a  work  as  this  was  your 

*  ere^inge  the  lc<3ure  in  our  cuntrie,  in  the  which  ycu 
'  placed  Dr.  IVelUs,  a  man  of  goodnefte  and  induftrie 

*  and  abilitie  to  doe  good  every  way  :  not  fhort  of  any 

*  I  knowe  in  England,  and  I  am  perfwaded  that  fi- 

*  thence  his  cominge,  the  Lord  by  him  hath  wrought 
*■  much  good  amongft  us.  It  only  remains  now  that 
'  he  whoe  firft  moved  you  to  this,  put  you  forward 

«  to 
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*  to  the  continewance  thereof,  it  was  the  Lord,  and 

*  therefore  to  him  lift  we  up  our  harts  that  he  would 

*  perfedl  itt.     And  furely  Mr.  SUrie  it  were  a  piteous 

*  thinge  to  fee  a  le6lure  fall  in  the  hands  of  foe  manie 

*  able  and  godly  men  as  I  am  perfwaded  the  founders 

*  of  this  are,  in  theife  times  wherin  wee  fee  they  are 
'  fupprefled  with  too  much  haft,  and  violence  by  the 

*  enemies  of  God,  his  truth,  far  be  it  that  foe  much 

*  guilt  (hould  fticke  to  your  hands,  who  live  in  a  citye 
'  (o  renowned  for  the  clere  fhininge  light  of  the  gofpell. 

*  You  knowe  Mr.  Storie  to  withdrawe  the  pay  is  to 

*  lett  fall  the  Icdlure,  for  whoe  goeth  to  warfare  at  his 

*  owne  coft.     I  befeech  you  therefore  in  the  bowells 
'  of  Chrift  Jefus  putt  it  forward  and  let  the  good  man 

*  have  his  pay.     The  foules  of  God  his  children  will 
'■  ble fs  you  for  it :  and  foe  ftiall  I,  and  ever  reft 

'  Tour  lovinge  friend  in  the  Lord, 

*  Oliver  Cromwell. 

*  Commende  my  hearty  love  to  Mr.  Bujfe,  Mr. 

*  Beadlj'y  and  my  other  good  friends.    I  would 

*  have  written  to  Mr.  Bujfe,  but  I  was  loath  to 

*  trouble  him  with  a  longe  letter,   and  I  feared 

*  I  ihould  not  receive   an  anfwer  from  him, 

*  from  you  I  expeft  one  foe  foon  as  conveni- 

*  ently  you  may.    Vale.     To  my  very  lovinge 

*  friend  Mr.  Storie ^  at  the  fign  of  the  Dogg  in 

*  t\\&  Royal  Exchange  London,  d'^.  theife.' 

The  importance  of  this  letter  to  CrcmweWs  charac- 
ter will  excufe  the  length  of  it,  efpecially  as  'tis  an  ori- 
ginal, and  now  firft  published. 

But  he  not  only  pra<5tifed  the  external  duties  of  re- 
ligion (real  inward  religion  appears  not  to  men,  but  by 
its  fruits)  but  he  was  carried  away  into  enjhufiafm. 
He  fancied  himfelf  favoured  and  diftinguifhed  by  hea- 
ven j  that  God  in  anfwer  to  his  prayers  afforded  him 
fupernatural  illumination  and  affiftance.-^— *  I  had  oc- 

*  cafion  to  converfe  v?ith  Mr.  Crj/72«;tf//'sphyfician,Dr. 

*  Simcott, 


is 
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*  Simcett,  who  aflured  me,  that  for  many  years  his  pa- 
^  tient  was  a  moil  fplenetick  man,  and  had  phanfyes 

*  about  the  crofs  in  that  town ;  and  that  he  had  been 
'  called  up  to  him  at  midnight  and  fuch  unfeafonable 

*  hours  very  many  times,  upon  a  ftrongphancy,  which 

*  made  him  believe  \>c  was  then  dying ;  and  there  went 

*  a  ftory  of  him,  that  in  the  day-time  lying  melancholy 

*  in  his  bed,  he  believed  that  a  fpirit  appeared  to  him, 

*  and  told  him  he  (hould  be  the  greateft  man  (not  men- 

*  tioning  the  word  King)  in  this  kingdom.     Which  his 

*  uncle  Sir  Thsnus  Suwardy  who  left  him  all  the  little 

*  eftaie  Cremwdl  had,  told  him  was  traiterous  to   re- 
'  late.     The  firft  years  of  his  manhood  were  fpent  in 

•  *  a  difTolute  courfe  of  life — bilt — when  he  was  civiliz'd 

_    '         '  he  joined  himfclf  to  men  of  his  own  temper,  who 

mkk,  p.       '  pretended  i-nto  tranfports  and  revelations  (/>).'  »■ 

«49-  The  following  extracts  from  fome  of  Oliver^s  letters  will, 

perhaps,  better  than  any  thing  elfe  iiluftrate  this  part 

of  his  charafler.     *•  Truly  noe  poore   creature  hath 

'  more  caufe  to  putt  forth  himfelfe  in  the  caufe  of  his 

*  God,  then  I.     I  have  had   plentiful  wadges  before 

*  hand  ;  and  I  am  fure  I  Ihall  never  earn  the  leaft  mite. 
'  The  Lord  accept  mee  in  his  Sonn,  and  give  me  to 

*  walk  in  the  light,  and  give  us  to  walk  in  the  light, 
'  as  hee  is  in  the  light.  He  it  is  that  inlighteneth  our 
'  black  neffe,  our  darknefle.     I  dare  not  fay,  hee  hi- 

*  deth  his  face  from  mee;  heegiveth  me  to  fee  light  in 

*  his  light :  one  beame  in  a  darke  place  hath  exceed- 
#  \Ti.  1  '  inee  much  refrefliment  in  it ;  blcfled  be  his  name  for 
wJ.  i.  p.  1.  '  mininge  upon  foe  darke   a  hart  as  mme  [c).       I  his 

was  written  in  1638. In  a  letter  to  the  lorc^/Z^^ar- 

/ff»,  dated  Sept.  2,  1648,  we  have  the  following  paf- 
fages.     '  I  befeech  the  Lord  make  us  fenfible  of  this 

*  great  mercye  hcere  [the  vidlory  over  the  Sects  under 

*  Duke  Hamilton,  I  fuppofe]  which  furelye  was  much 
'  more  then  *****  the  houfe  exprefleth.  I  trufl 
'  ******  the  goodnefle  of  our  God,  time  and  op- 

*  portunitye   to   fpeak  of  itt  with   you  face  to   face. 

*  VV  hen  we  think  of  our  God,  what  are  wee !  oh  ! 
'          *  his  mercye  to  the  wbcde  focietye  of  Sainds,  defpifed, 

*  jeered 
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«  jeered  Sainfts.     Let  them  mocke  onn.     Would  we 

*  were  all  Sainfts;  the  beft  of  us  are  (God  knows) 

*  poore  weake  Saindls,  yetSaindlSj  if  not  fheepe,  yet 
'  lambs,  and  muftbee  fed.  We  have  daily  bread  and 
'  (hall  have  itt,  in  defpite    of  all  enimies.     There's 

*  enough  in'  our  fathers  houfe,  and  he  difpenfeth  itt  as 

*  our  eyes  *  *  *  *  bekind,  then  wee  can  *  *  *  *  we 
'  for  him.  I  thinke  thorough  thefe  outward  mercyes 
'  (as  we  call  them)  faith,  patience,  love,  hope,  all  arc 
'  exercifed  and  perfeded,  yea  Chrift  formed,  and 
'  growes  to  a  perfedl   man  within  us.     I  knowe  not 

*  how  well  to  diftinguifh  ;  the  difference  is  only  in  the 
'  fubjedl:  to  a  worldly  man  they  are  outward:  to  a 

*  Sain£l,  chriftian:  but  I  difpute  not.     My  lord  I  re- 

*  joice  in  your  perticular  mercye.  •  I  hope  that  is  foe  to 

*  you ;  if  foe  it  fhall  not  hurt  you,  nor  make  you  plott 
'  or   ftiift   for  the  younge   baron  to  make  him  great. 

*  You  will  fay  he  is  Gods  to  difpofe  off,  and  guide  for, 

*  and  there  you  will  leave  him  {d).'  (^  Thnr- 
In  a  letter  to  the  governor  of  the  caftle  of  Edinburgh^  p°^Qa°**  ** 

dated  Sept.  9,  1650,  he  thus  writes:  *  We  have  laid 

*  in  our  papers  with  what  hearts  and  upon  what  ac- 

*  compt  we  came;  [into  Scotland]  and  the  Lord  hath 
'  heard  us,  though  you  would  not,  upon  as  folemn  an 
'  appeal  as  any  experience  can  parallel.     And  although 

*  they  [the  Scots]  feem  to  comfort  themfelves  with  be- 
'  ing  the  fons  of  Jacob,  from  whom  (they  fay)  God 

*  hath  hid  his  face  for  a  time  ;  yet  it's  no  wonder,  when 

*  the  Lord  hath  lift  up  his  hand  fo  eminently  againft  a 

*  family,  as  he  hath  done  fo  often  againft  this  [the 
'  Stunrt]  and  men  will  not  fee  his  hand,  if  the  Lord 

*  hide  his  face  from  fuch,  putting  them  to  fhame,  both 

*  for  it  and  their  hatred  at  his  people,  as  it  is  this  day. 
'  When  they  purely  truft  to  thefword  of  the  fpirit,  which 
'  is  the  worJ  of  God,  which  is  powerful  to  bring  down 

*  ftiong  holds,  and  every  imagination  that  exalts  itfelf, 

*  which  alone  is  able  to  fquare  and  fitt  the  ftones  for  the 
'  new  Jerufalem ;  then,  and  not  before,  and  by  that  means, 
'  and  no  other,  (hall  Jerufalem  (which  is  to  be  the 

*  praife  of  the  whole  earth)  the  city  of  the  Lord  be 

*  built. 
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(e)  Thurloe,  «  built,  the  St'ofi  of  the  holy  one  of  I/rael  (e).'  The 
1  w  *  ^  governor  in  his  reply  telling  Cromwell  ihc  Scots  mini- 
llers  faid,  «  that  they  had  not  fo  learned  Chrift  as  to 
'  hang  the  equity  of  their  caufe  upon  events :'  he 
reaflumed  his  pen  on  rtie  fame  fubjedt,  and  writes  aS 
follows :  '  In  anfvver  to  the  witnefle  of  God  upon  our 

*  folemn  appeal;  you  fay,  you  have  not  fo  learned 
'  Chrift,  to  hang  the  equity  of  your  caufe  upon  events. 

*  We  could  wi{h  blindneffe  hath  not  been  upon  your 

*  eyes  to  all  thofe  marvellous  difpenfations,  which  God 
'  hath  wrought  lately  in  England.     But  did  not  you  fo- 

*  lemnly  appeal  and  pray  ?  Did  not  we  do  fo  too  ? 
'  And  ought  not  you  and  we  to  think  with  fear  and 
^  trembling  of  the  hand  of  the  great  God  in  this  mighty 

*  and  ftrange  appearance  of  his  ?  But  can  flightly  call 

*  it  an  event.  Were  not  both  yours  and  our  expec- 
'  tations  renewed  from  time  to  time,  whilft  we  waited 

*  upon  God,  to  fee  which  way  he  would  manifeft 
'  himfclfupon   our   appeals?     And  fliall   we  after  all 

*  thefe  our  prayers,  faftings,  tears,  expectations,    and 

*  folemne  appeals,  call  thefe  bafe  events  ?  The  Lord 
'  pity  you.     Surely   we   fear,  becaufe  it  hath  been  a 

*  merciful  and  gracious  deliverance  to  us.     I  befeech 

*  you  in  the  bowels  of  Chrift,  fearch  after  the  mind   of 

*  the  Lord  in  it  towards  you,  and  we  (ball  help  you  by 
'  our  prayers,  that  you  may  find  it  out;  for  yet  (if 
'  we  know  our,  hearts  at  all)  our  bowels  do  in  Chrift 

(/)  *^'        *  Jefus  earn  after  the  godly  in  Scotland  {/).' Bifhop 

^'  '  Bun:et  leils  us,  *  that  when  Cromwell  was  in  the  great- 
'  eft  ftreights  and  perplexities,  juft  before  the  battle  at 
'  Dunbar^  he  called  his  officers  to  a  day  of  feeking  the 

*  Lord.     He  loved  to  talk  much  of  that  matter  all  hrs 

*  life  long  afterwards.  He  faid  he  felt  fuch  an  enlarge- 
'  mentof  heart  in  prayer,  and  fuch  quiet  upon  it,  that 

*  he  bade  all  about  him  take  heart,  for  God  had  cer- 

*  tainiy  heard  them,  and  would  appear  for  them.  Af- 
'  ter  prayer  they   walked  in  the  Earl  of  Roxborough^s 

■  *  gardens  that  lay  under  the  hill ;    and  by  profpediive 
'"^lafTes  they  difcerned  a  great  motion  in  the  Sccttijh 

*  camp.     Upon  which  C/ffrnttr// faidi  God  is  dcliver- 

*  ing 
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*  ing  them   into  our  hands,  they  are  coming  down  to  ig)  Burnet's 

*  "s  1^).'     The  event  was  comformable  to  his  expedla-  j^j'  °^,^  °^ 

tion.  times,  vol.1. 

WhitJockt  who  well  knew  the  man,  writes  as  follows :  p-8j.iamo< 
'  From  the  council  of  ftate  C-  omwe'd  and  his  fon  Ireton  o  "^^  "^  "' 

oee  Crom- 

'  went  home  with  me  to  fupper,  where  they  were  very  well's  letter 

*  chearful,  and   Teemed    extremely  well   pleafed;    we  5° '-^"'^^*^^ 

*  difcourfed  together  till  twelve  a-clock  at  night,  and!""?^* 
'  they  told  me  wonderful  obfervations  of  God's  provi- 

*  dence,  in  the  affairs  of  the  war,  and  in  the  bufinefs 

*  of  the  army's   coming   to  Lofdon^  and   feizing   the 

'  members  of  the  houfe,  in  all  which  were  miraculous  ,y.  j^g_ 

*  pafTages  {h)*  morials, 

Thefe  paflages  are,  I  think,  abundantly  fufficient  to  P-  3^4" 
eftablifli  the  enthufiafm   oi  Cromwell.     However,  that 
the  reader  may  determine  the  better,    let  him  attend  to 
the  following  anecdotes  which  feem  to  indicate  him  aa 
hypocrite.     '  His  rude  cant  and  fpiritual  fimplicity  were 

*  downright  affeftation  :  than  which  nothing  can  be 

*  more  evident  from  Mr.  iF^aller^s  obfervation,  and  his 

*  confeflion   to   him.     Mr.  Waller  often  took  notice, 

*  that  in  the  midft  of  their  difcourfe  a  fervant  has  come 

*  in  to  tell  them  fuch  and  fuch  attended  3  upon  which 

*  Cromwell  would   rife,  and  flop  them,  talking  at  the 
'  door,  where  he  could  over-hear  them  fay,  T  he  Lord 

*  will  reveal,  The  Lord  will  help,  and  (everal  fuch  ex- 

*  prefllons  ;  which  when  he  return'd  to  Mr.  IValler  he 

*  excus'd,  faying,  Coufin  Waller^  I  muft  talk  to  thefe 

*  men  after  their  own  way;   and  would  then   goon 

*  where  they  left  off.     This  created  in  Mr.  WaUr  an 

*  opinion  that  he  fecretly  defpifed  thofe  whom  he  feefn-  (;)  Waller's 

*  ed  to  court  (/).'  Life,  p.  30. 

And  the  author   of  the  Political  hijlory   of  the  age, 
thinks  *  the  enthufiafm  of  Cromwell  entirely  aflum'd 

*  and  politic  ;  quoting  the  following  anecdote  from  O/i- 

*  ver  St.  yohff,  in  proof  of  it,  viz.  That  being  one  day 
'  at  table  with  his  friends,   and  looking  for  the  cork  of 

*  a  bottle  of  champaign  which  he  had  opened,  on  be- 

*  ing  informed,  that  fome  perfon    attended  for  admit- 

*  tance  to  fee  him.  Tell   him,  fays  CrcmweH,  we  are  (*)Monthly 
«  in  fearch  of  the  Holy  Spirit  (i).'  AufnS' 

C  Thefe      ^'  '^* 
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Thefe  are  the  paflages  which  feem  to  deftroy  the  en- 
thufiafm  o^  Oliver  ;  feem,  I  fay,  to  deftroy  it — for  allow- 
ing their  truths  in  my  opinion,  they  do  not  in  realitv  do 
it. — For  what  do  they  prove,  but  thzt  Cromwell  fome- 
times  talked  inconfiftently  with  his  principles?  or  be- 
ing at  times  Jefs  under  their  power,  he  indulged  him- 
k\i  in  jefting  and  raillery,  to  which  he  was  naturally 
prone  ?  If  two  or  three  cafual  expreffions  are  to  de- 
termine a  man's  character  in  oppofltion  to  his  whole 
fpeech  and  behaviour,  woe  be  to  thofe  who  think 
thcmfelves  virtuous  and  good.  Whoever  will  conllder 
the  times  in  which  Oliver  liv'd ;  the  part  he  bore  in  the 
tranfaftions  of  them ;  his  real  principles  with  refpeci 
to  returns  of  prayer;  and  his  opinion  exprefs'd  in  his 
laft  moments,  will  not  be  long  at  a  lofs  to  determine 
about  his  real  enthuHafm. 

I.  The  times  in  which  Oliver  liv'd  were  times  of  re- 
formation. Now  *  a  reformation  is  feldom  carried  on 
'  without  a  heat  and  a  vehemence  which  borders  upon 

*  enthufiafm ;  and   as  Cicero  hath  obferved   that  there 

*  never  was  a  great  m^n  fme  affiatu  divino,  fo  in  times 
'  of  religious  contefts,  there  feldom  was   a  man  very 

*  zealous   for  liberty  civil   and  evangelical,  and  a  de- 

*  dared  and  active  enemy  to  infolent  tyranny,  blind  fu- 
'  perftiiion,  political  godlinefs,  bigotry  and  pious  frauds, 
'  who  had  not  a  fervency  of  sieal  which  led  him  on 

*  fome  occaCons  fomewhat  beyond  the  fober  bounds  of 
'  temperate  reafon.     When  men  are  thus  difpos'd,  and 

*  have  animated  each  other,  and  are  inflam'd  by  oppo- 

*  fition,  pe.fecution,  and   ill  ufage,  they  are  ftrongly 

*  inclin'd  to  fufpe^  a  divine  interpofition,  and  to  ex- 

*  plain  every  ftrange  appearance  that  way.  The  im- 
(l)  joTtin's  *  petuofity  fpreads  far  and  wide,  and  feizes  even  upon 
Remaikson*  children  (^/ 

h^ft^^"^^      Another  ingenious  writer  fpeaking  concerning  thefe 

vol.  ij'.'       times  obftrves,  '  That  in  the  high  ferment  of  national 

p.  370.        «  fpirit,  not  only  did  the  animofities  ufual  zmidft  the 

'  flames  of  civil  war,  fpread  violently,  on  both /Ides; 

*  but  that  which  was  peculiar  to  the  comp'exion  and 

*  temper  of  the  people  of  that  age ;  extravagant  con- 

*  ceits 
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'  celts  of  a  religious  kind,  operated  in  the  moft  forcible 

'  manner    imaginab}e.     The  crude  mixture  ofreligi- 

*■  ous  and  poh'tical  opinions  which  is  commonly  found 

*  among  the  bullc  of  a  people,  being  then  (hook  to  the 

*  very  bottom ;  it  was  no  wonder,  that,  together  with 
'  the  moft  fhining  inftances  of  military  fkill  and  bravery, 
^  of  penetrating  fagacity  and  judgment  in  the  manage- 

*  ment  of  particular  conjun6lures  and  events,  of  bold- 

*  nefs,  vigilance    and  addrefs  in  planning  and  execut- 

*  ing  the  moft  dangerous  enterprizes  j  there  may  alfo 
'  be  difcerned  many  evidences  of  a  wild  and  enthuft- 

'  aftic  genius  affe£^ing  the  manners  and  adions  of  the  («)  Natlon- 

*  popular  leaders  (w).'  al  spirit, 

2.  Not  only,  the  times  in  which  Oliver  iiv'd,'  but  the  ^sf  nJljJ^i' 
chara£lers  he  bore,   and    the  great  and   furprizing  ac-  fource  of 
tions  he  perform 'd,   will  lead  us  very  naturally  to  fup- pol't'cal  H- 
pofe  that  he  might  really  think  himfelf  under  the  divine gy^^Londr 
guidance.     1  he  age  of  Cromwdl  was  an  age  of  won-  1758.  xd. 
ders.     The  king  and  his  nobles  were  brought   lowj*^*^"* 
'the poor  and  the  mean  were  exalted;  the  foolifti  things 
of  the  world  confounded  the  wife,  and  the  weak  things 
of  the  world  confounded  the  things  which  were  mighty  j 
and  bafe  things  of  the  world,  and  things  which  were  de- 
Ipis'd,  yea  things  that  were  not,  comparatively,  brought 
to    nought   things   that  were.     No  wonder  things  fo 
marvellous,   were  dee^i'd   by  him  and  others  to  be  the 
Lord's  doings  in  a  peculiar  manner,    fince  they  were 
fo  much  out  of  the  ufual  courfe.     And  as  to  himfelf  in 
particular,  from    fmall  beginnings   be  had  rofe  to  fuch 
heights  oF  power  and  reputation,  and  done  fuch  very 
extraordinary  things,    that  it  muft  have  been  very  dif- 
ficult  for  a  man  of  his  confiitution,  to  have  forborn 
thinking  that  he  was  perfonally  favour'd  by  heaven  in  his 
undertakings.     '  A  magiftrateconvinc'd  of  the  being  of 

*  a  God  and  a  Providence,  and  confcious  that  every 
'  purpofe  of  his  heart  intends  the  honour  of  that  God 

*  and  the  good  of  the  people  he  governs,  cannot  help 

*  believing  himfelf  under  the  fpecial  care  of  the  f^eity, 
/  *  This  flows  from  the  very  reafon  and  nature  of  things, 

*  and  can  never  be  othervvife:  God,   as  furcly  as  he 

C  2  *  exifts. 
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This,  however,  fpoil'd  not  his  good  na- 
ture, nor  rendered  him  four,  morofe,  or  fe- 
verc. 

On 

*  exifis,  muft  neceflarily  favour  fuch  a  man,  and  every 

*  fuch  man  muft  as  neceflarily  be  convinc'd  that  God 

'  does  fo  favour  him. And  fuch  a  perfwafion  will 

'  always  have  more  or  lefs  influence  on  the  mind,  as 

*  it  faJUs  in  with  a  conftitution  more  or  lefs  inclin'd  to 
'  fuperflition  or  enthufiafm,  which  is  apt  to  impute 
'  every  laudable  thought,  and  every  fuccefsful  action 

(■J  Middle-  *  *°  ^^  fpecial  fuggeftion  and  afljftance  of  heaven  («).' 

tonsTra^ls,      3.  CrcmwilFs    real  opinion  concerning   returns    of 

p.  aco.4to.  prayer  will  clearly  {hew  bis  enthufiafm.     What  follows 

■''^**may,  I  believe,  be  depended   on.     *  I  had  heard  from 

*  feveral  (and  it  had  been  confirm'd    to  me  by  Mr, 

*  'Jeremy  JVhite^  who   liv'd  at  JVhitehall  at  the  very 

*  fame  time  with  Mr.  Howe)  that  the  notion  of  a  far- 
'  iicular  faith  in  prayer,  prevail'd  much  in  Cronnvell's 

*  court  J  and  that  it  was  a  common  opinion  among 
'  them,  that  fuch  as  were  in  a  fpecial  manner  favour'd 
'  of  God,  when  they  offer 'd  up  prayers  and  fupplica- 
'  tions  to  him  for  his  mercies,  either  for  themfelves  or 

*  others,  often  had  fuch  impreflions  made  on  their  minds 

*  and   fpirits  by  a   divine  hand,   as  fignify'd  to  them, 

*  not  only  in  the  general,  that  their  prayers  would  be 
'  heard,  and  gracioufly  anfwered,  but  that  the  parti- 

*  cular  mercies  that  were  fought  for,  would  be  cer- 
'  tainly  beftowed  ;  nay,  and  fometimes  alfo  intimated 
'  to  them  in  what  way  and  manner  they  would  be  af- 

*  forded;  and  pointed  out  to  them  future  events  before 
'  hand,  which  in   reality   is  the  fame  as  infpiration. 

*  Having  heard  of  mifchief  done  by  the  prevalence  of 

*  this  notion,  I  took  the  opportunity  that  offered,  when 

*  there  was  nothing  to  hinder  the  utmoft  freedom,  to 

*  enquire  of  Mr.  Howe,  what  he  had  known  about 
'  this  matter,  and  what  were  his  apprehenfions  con- 
^  cerning  it  \    He  told  me  the  prevalence  of  the  no- 

*■  tioa 
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On  the  contrary,  from  moft  indifputable 

autho- 

tlon  that  I  mentioned  at  TVhitehall^  at  the  time  when 
he  lived  there,   was  too  notorious  to  be  called  in  quef- 
tion;  and  that  not  a  little  pains  was  taken  to  cultivate 
and  fupport    it;  and    that  he  once   heard  a  fermon 
there,  (from   a  perfon  of  note)  the  avow'd  defign  of 
which   was  to  maintain  and  defend  it.     He  faid  he 
was  fo  fully  convinced  of  the  ill  tendency  of  fuch  a 
principle,   that    after  the    hearing  this  fermon,  he 
thought  himfelf  bound  in  confcience,   when  it  came 
next  to  his  turn   to  preach   before  Cromwell^  to  fet 
himfelf  indultrioufly  to  oppofe"  it,  and  to  beat  down 
that  fpiritual  pride  and   confidence,  which  fuch  fan- 
cied impulfes    and  impreffions  were  apt  to  produce 
and    cherifli.     He  told   me,   he  cbferved  that  while 
he  was  in  the  pulpit,    CromiveUhQZxA  him  with  great 
attention,   but  would  fometimes  k:  it  his  brows,   and 
difcover  great  uneafinefs.     When   the  fermon   was 
over,  he  told  me  a  perfon  of  diftin<Sion  came  to  him, 
and  aflc'd  him  if   he  knew  what  he  had  done  ?     and 
fignifyed  it  to  him  as  his  apprehenfion,  that  Cromwell 
would  be  fo  incens'd  upon  that  difcourfe,  that  he 
would  find  it  very  difficult  ev<?r  to  make  his  peace 
with  him,  or  fecure  his  favour  for  the  future.     Mr. 
Howe  replyed,  that  he  had  but  difcharged  his  confci- 
ence, and  could  leave  the  event  with  God.     He  told 
me  he  afterwards  obfcrved,  Cromwell  was  cooler  in 
his  carriage  to  him  than  before ;  and  fometimes  he 
thought  he  would  have  fpoken  to  him  of  the  matter, 
but  he  never  did,  and  rather  chofe  to  forbear  (<7).'       (f]^^'^'"'''* 
4.  His  diicourle  m  his  ialt  lickneis  to  hts  wife,  plain-  p.  2,,  gy^^ 
ly  manifefts  the  enthufiafm  of  his  temper.     Take  it  as^^ond.  1724. 
related  by  hisphyfician  Bates.     *  Sed  nee  animofolum 
'  aegrotat;  [he  had  beenjuft  fpeaking  of  his  domeftic 

*  vexations]  febre  fiquidem  brevi  poft  latica   &   lenta 

*  corripitur,  quae  tandem  fpuriam  in  tertianam  dege- 

*  neravit.     Provedto  per  feptimanam  morbo,  abfque 

C  3  *  ullis 
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authorities,    we  are  aflured,    that  he   was 


cour- 


(/>)  Elenchi, 
pars  ada« 
p.  115. 


uUis  periculi  indlciis,  (utpote  nunc  iftam  mali  fpe- 
ciem,  nunc  aliam  prae  fe  ferente;)  ut  ne  prohiberet 
fecundo  die  ab  ambulandoforas.  Pcftprandium  autcm 
accedentibus  ad  eum  quinque  quos  habebat  medicis, 
quidam  ex  taflu  pulfum  intermififle  pronunciat :  quo 
audito  ille  fubito  confternatus  ore  pallet  fudatiunculas 
patitur,  &  fere  deliquium,  jubetque  fe  ad  ledlulum 
deportari;  atque  ibl  cardiacis  refociilatus,  fupremum 
condidit  teftamentum,  fed  de  rebus  privatis  &  domef- 
ticis.  Man€  fummo,  cum  unus  e  cseteris  vifitatum 
veniret,  percontatur,  quare  vultus  ci  adeo  triflis. 
Cumque  refponderet,  ita  oportere,  fi  cui  vitas  ac  fa- 
lutis  ejus  pondus  incumberet ;  Vos  (inquit)  medici 
me  creditis  intermoriturum :  dcin  caeteris  amotis  (uxo- 
rem  manu  comple^ens)  ita  hunc  affatur,  Tibi  pro- 
nuncio,  non  efie  mihi  hoc  morbo  moriendum;  hujus 
enim  certus  fum.  Et  quia  intentiori  afpe£i^ntem 
oculo  ad  ifta  verba  cerneret,  Tu  me  (inquit)  ne  cre- 
das  infanire;  verba  veritatis  eloquor,  certioribus  in- 
nixus  quam  vobis  Galenus  aut  Hippocrates  vefter 
-fuppedit'at  rationibus.  Deus  ipfe  hoc  refponfum  pre- 
cibus  dedit  ron  meis  unius,  verum  &  eowm  quibus 
arctius  cum  illo  commercium  &  major  familiaritas. 
Pergite  alacres,  excufla  penitus  a  vultu  triftitia,  me- 
que  inftar  fervuli  tradlate.  Pollere  vobis  licet  pru- 
dentia  rerum ;  plus  tamen  valet  natura  quam  medici 
fimul  omnes ;  Deus  autem  naturam  longiorl  fuperat 
intervallo  (/>).'■  ;.  e.  '  But  all  his  dillemper  was 

not  in  his  mind  alone ;  for  (hortly  after  he  was  taken 
with  a  flow  fever,  that  at  length  degenerated  into  a 
baftard  tertian  ague.  For  a  weeks  time  the  difeafe 
fo  continued  without  any  dangerous  fymptoms,  (as 
appearing  fometimes  one,  and  fometimcs  another 
kind  of  difteniper)  that  every  other  day  he  walked  a- 
broad :  but  after  dinner  his  five  phyficians  coming  to 
wait  upon  him,  one  of  them  having  felt  his  pulfe, 

»  faid 
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courteous  and  obliging,  affable  and  conde- 

fcending, 

faid  that  it  intermitted  :   at  which  fuddenly  ftartled, 
he  looked  pale,  fell  into  a  cold  fweat,  almoft  fainted 
away,  and  orders  himfelf  to  be  carried  to  bed,  wiiere 
being  refrelhed  with  cordials,  he  made  his  will,  bjt  - 
only  about   his    private  and  domeftic  affairs.     Next 
morning  early,  when  one  of  his  phyficians  came  to 
vilit  him,   he  afked  him,  why  he  look'd  fo  fad  ?'  and 
when  he  made  anfwer,  that   fo   it  becomes  any  one, 
who  had  the  weighty  care  of  his  life  and  health  upon 
him:  Ye  phyficians,  faid  he,  think  I  fhall  die.  Then 
the  company  being  removed,  holding  his  wife  by  the 
hand,  to  this   purpofe  he  fpoke  to  him,  I  tell  you   I 
(hall  not  die  of  this  diforder, — I  am  fure  of  it.     And 
becaufe  he  obferved  him  to   look  more  attentively 
upon  him  at  thefe  words.  Don't  think,  faid  he,  that 
I  am  mad  ;  I  fpeak  the  words  of  truth,  upon  furcr 
grounds  than  your  Galen  or  Hippocrates  furnifh  you 
with.     God  Almighty  himfelf  hath    given  that  an- 
fwer, not  to  my  prayers  alone,  but  alfo  to  the  pray- 
ers of  thofe  who  entertain  a  liridler  commerce,  and 
greater  intimacy  with  him.     Go  on  chearfuUy,  ba- 
nifhing  all  fadnefs  from  your  looks,    and  deal  with 
me  as  you  would  with  a  ferving-man.     Ye  may  have 
fkill  in  the  nature  of  things,  yet  nature  can  do  more 
than  all  phyficians  put  together  i  and  God  is  far  more 
above  nature.' 
Bu^^tiet  confirms  this  account  of  the    alTurance  of 
the  divines  concerning   Cromwell's   recovery   {q).      l{q)  Hiftory 
will  reft  the  evidence  of  the  enthufiafm  of  Oliver  here"/*"^""^" 
(though  many  more  proofs  can  be  brought  of  it)   not  p.  ,jo, 
doubting  but  it  will   appear  ftrong  and    convincing; 
and  account,  in  fome  degree,  for  thofe  actions  and  ex- 
preffions  which   we  fhall  meet  with  in  the  following 
fheets :    account  in  fome   degree,  I    fay;    for  whoever 
thinks  him  wholly  under  the  power  of  this   principle, 
will  be  greatly  miftaken.     Cromwell  ranks  in  this  re- 
C  4  fpcct 
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fcending,  and  even  (Irongly,  at  times  (g), 

inclin'd 

fpCiSl  with  Mahomet^  and  Aureng%ehe^  who  were  great 
mafters  of  ihemfelves,  though,  by  nature,  ftrongly  tinc- 
tured with  enthufiafm. 

(g)  He  ivas  courteous  and  affable,  avd  Inc^ind  to  buf' 
jQonery.'\     Here   are  the  authorities.     Sir  Philip  Wat' 
wick  does  honor  to  this  part  of  his  charafler  in  the  fol- 
lowing paragraph.     *  In  his  converfation  towards   me 

*  he  was  ever  friendly ;  tho'  at   the   latter  end  of  the 

*  day  finding  me  ever  incorrigible,  and  having  fome 
(r)Me-  t  inducements  to  fufpecl  me  a  tamperer,  he  was  fuf- 
a4.y. '  *  '  ficiently  rigid  (rj.'  If^hitloLk,  even  under  a  fenfe  of 
, .  ,,          an  injury  done  him  by  CnmwelL  owns  he  was  *  eood- 

(j)  Memo-  •'      -^j   /    ,  ,      rr-         fl-  li-  j  j   r        r  mi 

tial$,p.6i7.     natured  {s).      His  atiabiljty  and  condefceniion   vill 
appear  alfo  from  the  fame  writer.     *  As  they  {Crom- 

*  well  and  Ireton]  went  home  from  my  houfe,  their 
'  coach  was  flopped  and  they  examined  by  the  guards, 

*  to  whom  they  told  their  names  ;  but  the  captain  of 

*  the  guards  would  not  believe  them,  and  threatned  to 

*  carry  thefe  two  great  officers  to  the  court  of  guard. 
....  *  Iretcn  grew  a  little  angry,  but  Cromivell  was  chearful 
384. '   *      '  with  the  foldiers,  gave  them  twenty  (hillings,   and 

'  commended  them  and  their  captain  for  doing  their 
*>  duty   (/)•'     In  another  place  he  writes  as  follows: 

*  The  Pr  tec^or  often  advis'd  about  this  [The  petition 

*  and  advice]  and  other  great  bufmefl'es  with  the  Lord 
<  Broghill,  Pierpcivt,  myfelf.  Sir  Charles   JVolfely  and 

*  Tburloe^  and    would  be  (hut  up  three  or  four  hours 

*  together  in  private  difccurfe,  and  none  were  admit- 

*  ted  to  come  in  to  him  ;  he  would  fometimes  be  very 

*  chearful  with  us,  and  laying  afide  his  greatnefs  he 
'  would  be  exceeding  fa  niliar  with  us,  and  by  way 
^  of  diverfion,  would  make  verfes  with  us,  and  every 

*  one  muft  try  his  fancy ;  he  commonly  call'd  for  to- 

*  bacco,    pipes,  and   a  candle,  and   would  now   and 

*  then  take  tobacco  himfelf ;  then  he  would  fall  again 
f  to  his  ferious  and  great  bufmefs,  and  advife  with  us 

*  in 


OLIVER  CROMWELL.  25 

inclin'd  to   pradife   fomc  little  arts  of  buf- 
foonery. 

But 

*  in  thofe  affairs  ;   and  this  he  did  often  with  us,  and 

*  our  counfel  was  accepted  and    followed   by  him,  in  ,  .  ^emo. 

*  moft  of   his    greateft  affairs  («).'     Thefe  paflages,  rials, p. 656. 
fimply  and  artlefly    told,   ftrongly  indicate  the  chear- 

fulnefs  and    pleafantry  of  Cromwell^    and    fhew  how 
well  qualified  he  was  to  coiciliate  the  affedlion  and  re- 
gard of  thofe  whom    he  thought  it  worth  his  while  to  ,^>  ggg  ^^^ 
court  (a-).  [JT'j* 

Let  us  now  proceed  to  the  buffoonery  which  is  men- 
tioned in  the  text.     *  Mr.  IVuUer^  lived  moftly  at  Bea^ 

*  cornfield^  where  his  mother  dwelt  in  her  widowhood, 

*  and  often  entertauied  Oliver  Cromwell  there,  during 

*  his  ufurpation,  he  being  related  to  her.  But  not- 
'  withftanding  her  relation  to  the  ufurper,  and  Colonel 

*  Hampden,  fhe  was    a  royalift  in  her  principles;  and 

*  when    Oliver  vifited   her  at  Beacorisfield,  fhe  would 

*  frankly  tell  him    how    his   pretenfions    would  end. 

*  The  ufurper  us'd  merrily  to  throw  a  napkin  at  her  in 

*  return,  and  faid  he  would  not  enter  into  further  dif- 

*  putes  with  his  aunt;  for  fo  heus'd  to  call  her,  though 

*  not  quite  fo   nearly  related ''j').     Mr.  Cozt;/^;' fpeaks  ^l^^""*^ 
of  *  his  flinging  of  cufhions,  and  playing  at  fnowballs 

*  with  his  fervants  (z).' And  Mr.  Ludlow  relates  («)  DiC- 

«  that  Cromwell  conrriv'd   a  conference  to  be  held  in  ^°"^'[^^°JJ; 

*  Kin^Jlreet^  between  thofe  cali'd  the  Grandees  of  the  government 

*  houfe  and   army,  and  the  Commonwealths- men,  in  of  Oliver 

*  which  the  Grandees,    of  whom  Lieutenant-general  *-''*""^*  » 
'  Cromwell  was  the  head,  kept  themfelvcs  in  the  clouds, 

*  and  would  not  declare   their  judgments  either  for  a 

*  monarchical,  ariftocratical,  or  democratical  govern- 

*  ment ;  maintaining  that  any  of  them  might  be  good 

*  in  themfelves,  or  for  us,  according  as  Providence 

*  (hould  diretSt  us.  The  Commonwealths-men  declar- 
'  ed  that  monarchy  was  neither  good  in  it'elf,  nor  for 
'  us. Notwithftanding  what  was  faid,    Cromwell 

'  — pro- 
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But  on  neceflary  cccafions  he  kept  ftate 


to 


*  —  profefs'd  himfelf  unrefolved,  and  having  learn'd 
'  what  he  could  of  the  principles  a;id  inclinaiions  of 
'  thofe  prefent  at  the  conference,  took  up  a  cuftiion 
'  and  flung  it  at   my  head,  and    then  ran  down  the 

(")  .^"w  *  ftairs ;  but  1  overtook  him  with  another,  which 
moire  vol.'i.  *  niade  him  haften  down  fafter  than  he  defired  (a).' 
p.  240. 8v«.  This  fa(St  occurr'd  to  Mr.  Hume.,  but  he  could  not  re- 
^*||*'^  late  it  as  it  was. — Hear  his  words.  *  After  debatef, 
>  ^  '  t  fays  j^g^  Qj^  thjs  fubje<5t  [government]  the  moft  impor- 
'  tant  which  could  fall  under  the  difcuffion  of  human 

*  creatures,  Ludlow  tells  us,  that  Cromweily  by  way  of 

*  frolic,  threw  a  cufhion  at  his  head  ;  and  when  Lud- 
'  low  took  up  another  cu(hion,   in  order  to  return  the 

(*)  Hiftory  '  Compliment,  the  General  ran  down  flairs,  and  had 
of  Great  <  almoft  broke  his  bones  in  the  hurry  (/»).' — But  to 
ii"r74^°  *  proceed.  At  the  figning  of  the  warrant  for  the  King's 
execution,  we  are  told  '  that  Crrmw.Jl  with  his  pen 
{f)Exaa      «  mark'd  Harry  Marten  in  the  face  ;  and  Marten  did 

!ia?aSunt   '    ^^^    ^^^^  ^^    ^'°^    ^'^  »'   ^^^    ^'^°    '  ^^^^    "'^''^  ^"^^ 

cf  the  Trial  *  Peters  was  (hewing  the  lawfulnef-  of  the  fa  id  execu- 

otiheRegi- '  tion,  and,   in  his  way,  exciting  them  to  it  from  the 

eides,  p.      <  pulpit^   he  laughed  {d).'     I  will  add  but  one  paflage 
Lond.  16*60.  niore.     *  Minores  dudlores  congiariis   frequentius  de- 

(d)  Id.  p.     *  vincire,  nonnunquam  in  media  cibatione,  fame  non- 

*"•      -      «  dum  pacata  gregarios  milites  pulfatis  tympanis   intro- 

*  mittere  ut  femefas  rapterent  reliquias.     Robuftos  ac 

*  vere  militares .  nocivis  &    validis   exercitiis   traflare, 

*  veluti  pruna  candente    nonnunquam  ocreis    injeiSlj, 

*  vel  culcitris  hinc  inde  in  capita  vibratis.     Semel  au- 

*  tern  praeludiis  hujufmodi   probe  laflbs  &  rifu  laxatos 

*  pr£efe<5tos   ad   cordis  apertionem    provocavit ;  eoque 

*  modo  ab  incautis  clicuit  arcana  qu^edam,  quae  per- 
(«)  Bates's  *  petuis  tenebris  optabant  poftmodum  involuta;  dum 
EJenchi,  <  jpfe^  fententias  omnium  fcrutatus,  celaret  fuam  («).* 
pars  2da.      ^^  ^^  j  pj^  would  often  make  feafts  tor  the  inferiour  of- 

'  ficers,  and  wbilft  they  were  feeding,  before  they  had 

I     ■  '         '   fa- 
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to  the  full  (h)  ;  appear 'd  with  the  pomp 

*  and 

*  fatisfied  their  hunger,  caufe  the  drums  to  beat  and 
'  let  in  the  private  foldicrsto  fall  on,  and  fnatch  away 

*  the  halt-eaten  diflies.    The  robuft  and  fturdy  foldiers 

*  he  loved  to  divert  with  violent  and  hazardous  exer- 

*  cifes ;  as  by  making  them  fometimes  throw  a  burn- 

*  ing  coal  into  one  anothers  boots,  or  cuftiions  at  one 
'  anothers  heads.  When  the  officers  had  fufficiently 
«  laugh'd,  and   tired   themfelves   with  thefe  preludes, 

*  he  would  wheedle  them  to  open  their  hearts  freely  ; 

*  and  by  that  means  he  drew  fome  fecrets'from  the  un- 

*  wary,  which  afterwards  they  wiilied  might  have  been 
'  wrapp'd  up  in  everla^Hng  darknef  j  whilft  he,  in  the 
'  mean  time,  pumping  the  opinion  of  all  others,  con- 

*  cealed  his  own.'  Thus  even  diverfions  were  made 
fubfervient  to  his  policy  ! 

(h)  He  kept  Ji ate  to  the  full,  and  appeared  on  proper 
occajions  with  pomp  and  m'lgnijicence.']  Cromwell  was  one 
of  thofe  genius's  who  are  oftimes  buried  in  obfcurity, 
through  want  of  occafion  of  being  known.  Thoufands 
fpend  their  lives  in  retirement  who  are  capable  of  great- 
er things  than  moft  of  thofe  whofe  names  are  tofs'd 
from  every  tongue,  and  voic'd  for  wife,  (kilful,  able, 
or  valiant.  Jn  times  of  peace  thefe  men  are  little  no- 
tic'd  or  kn»wn ;  but  they  are  overlook'd  among  the 
herd,  or  treated  with  a  coolnefs  or  difregard  which 
damps  their  ambition,  and  eftablifhes  "their  virtue. 
But  when  civil  commotions  arife,  when  the  druggie 
is  for  liberty  or  enflavement,  '  then  a  free  and  afVive 
'  fpirit  is  rais'd  which  overfpreads  the  country ;  every 
'  man  finds  himfelf,  on  fuch  occafion s,  his  own  maf- 
'  ter,    and   that  he  may  be,  whatever  he  can   make 

*  himfelf:  he  knows  not  how  high  he  may  rife,  and 
'  is  unaw'd  by  laws,  which  are  then  of  no  force  :  he 
'  finds  his  own  weight,  tries  his  own  ftrength,  and,  if 
'  there  is  any  hidden  worth,  or  curbed  mettle  in  him, 

*  certainly  fliews  and  gives  it  vent.     Accordingly  we 

'  fee. 
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and  magnificence  becoming  the  head  of  a 

rich 

*  fee,  that  the  genius's  produc'd  at  thefe  times,  give 
(/)Enqui.  «  great  proof  of  reach  and  capacity,  efpccially  in  politic 
Lf''**'d^'    *  managements  and  civil  affairs  in  the  largeft  fenTe  (/).* 
Writings  of  Cromvuell  verified  thefe  obfervations.     1  will  give  JVar-^ 
Homer.        ivick^s  account  at  large  as  a  proof  of  it,  efpecialiy  as  it 

will  aiFord  pleafure  to  fuch  of  my  readers  as  delight  in 
anecdotes,  as,  I  believe,  moft  do.     '  The  firft  time 

*  I  ever  took  notice  of  him  [OUverl  was  in  the  very 

*  beginning  of  the  parliament  held  \nNov.  1640,  when 

*  I  vainly  thought  myfelf  a  courtly  young  gentleman  : 
■  (For  we  courtiers  valued   ourfelves  much  upon  our 

*  good  cloaths.)     I  came  into  the  houfe  one  morning 

*  well  clad,  and  perceived  a  gentleman  fpeaking(whom 

*  I  knew  not)    very  ordinarily  apparelleJ  ;  for  it  was 

*  a  plain  cloth  fuit  j   which  feemed  to  have  been  made 

*  by  an  ill  country  taylorj    his  linen  was  plain,  and 

*  not  very  clean ;   and  1  remember   a  fpeck  or  two  of 

*  blood  upon  his  little  band,  which  was  not  much  lar- 
'  ger  than  his  collar ;    his  hat  was  without  a  hatband  : 

*  his  ftature  was  of  a  good  fize,  his  fword  ftuck  clofe 
'  to  his  fide,  his  countenance  fwoln  and  reddifb,  his 
'  voice  fharp  and  untuneable,  and  his  eloquence   full 

*  of  fervour;  for  the   fubjedl  matter  would   not   bear 

*  much  ofreafon;  it  being  in  behalf  of  a  fervant  of 
'  Mr.  Prsnne's^  who  had  difperft  libels  againft  the 
«  Queen  for  her  dancing,  and  fuch  like  innocent  and 

*  courtly  fports  ;  and  he  aggravated  the  imprifonment 
«  of  this  man  by  the  council  table  unto  that  height, 

*  that  one  would  have  believ'd,  the  very  government 
'  itfelf  had  been  in  great  danger  by  it.     I  fincerely  pro- 

*  fefs  it  lefTened    much  my  reverence  unto  that  great 

*  council,  for  he  was  very  much  hearkned  unto.  And 
<  yet  I  liv'd  to  fee  this  very  gentleman,  whom  out  of 

*  no  ill  will  to  him  I  thus  defcribe,  by  multiplied  good 

*  fuccefles,  and  by  real  (but  ufurpt)  power  ;    (having 

*  had  a  better  taylor,  and  more  converfe  among  good 

'  com- 
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rich  and  powerful  people,  and  behav'd  fuita- 

bly 

*  company)  in  my  own  eye,  when  for  fix  weeks  toge- 
'  ther  I  was  a  prifoner  in  his  ferjeant's  hands,  and  daily 

*  waited  at  Whitehall^   appear  of  a  great  and  majeftick  (^)  Me- 
'  deportment  and  comely  prefence  (^).'  moirs,  p. 

Lord  Clarendon,  in  the  account  lately  publifhed  of  his  **7» 
own  life,  gives  us  a  reprefentation  ofOliver^s  behaviour  in 
a  committee,  very  little  to  his  advantage.  Here  are  his 
words:  '  Mr.  Hyde  was  often  heard  to  mention  one  pri- 
vate committee,  in  which  he  was  put  accidentally  into 
the  chair,  upon  an  inclofure  which  had  been  made  of 
great  waftes  belonging  to  the  Queen's  manors,  with- 
out the  confent  of  the  tenants,  the  benefit  whereof 
had  been  given  by  the  Queen  to  a  fervant  of  near 
truft ;  who  forthwith  fold  the  lands  inclofed  to  the 
Earl  of  Manch'Jler,  Lord  Privy  Seal ;  who,  together 
with  his  fon  Mandev'il^  were  now  moft  concerned  to 
maintain  the  inclofure;  againft  which,  as  well  the 
inhabitants  of  other  manors,  who  claimed  common 
in  thofe  waftes,  as  the  Queen's  tenants  of  the  fame, 
made  loud  complaints,  as  a  great  oppreffion,  carried 
upon  them  with  a  very  high  hand,  and  fupported  by 
power.  The  committee  fat  in  the  Queen's  court ; 
and  Oliver  Cromwell  being  one  of  them,  appeared 
much  concerned  to  countenance  the  petitioners,  who 
were  numerous,  together  with  their  witnefles  j  the 
Lord  Mandevil  being  likewife  prefent  as  a  party, 
and  by  the  diredtion  of  the  committee,  fitting  co- 
vered. Cromwell  (who  had  never  before  been  heard 
to  fpeak  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons)  ordered  the  wit- 
nefles and  petitioners  in  the  method  of  the  proceed- 
ing ;  and  feconded,  and  enlarged  upon  what  they 
faid  with  great  paflion;  and  the  witnefles,  and  per- 
fons  concerned,  who  were  a  very  rude  kind  of  peo- 
ple, interrupted  the  council,  and  witnefles  on  the 
other  fide,  with  great  clamour  when  they  faid  any 
thing  that  did  not  pleafe  them ;  fo  that  Mr.  Hyde 

'  (whofe 


30  T  ttE    LIFE     OF 

ably  to  the  high  rank  in  which  he  had  placed 
himfelff 

Elo- 


'  (whofe  office  it  was  to  oblige  men  of  all  forts  to  keep 

*  order)  Was  compelled  to  ufe  fome  fharp  reproofs,  and- 
'  fome  threats,  to  reduce^them  to  fuch  a  temper,  that* 

*  the  bufinefs  might   be  quietly    heard.     Cromivell  in 

*  great  fury  reproached  the  chairman  for  beir>g  partial, 
'  and  that  he  difcountenanced  the  witnefles  by  threat- 
'  ning  them ;  the  other  appealed  to  the  committee,  who 
'  juftified  him,  and  declared  that  he  behaved   as  he 

*  ought  to  do ;  which  more  inflamed  him,  who  was 
'  already  too  much  angry.     When  upon  any  mention 

*  of  matter  of  fact,  or  the  proceeding  before,  and  at 
'  the  inclofure,  the  Lord  Mandevil  deiired  to  be  heard,- 
'  and  with  great  modefty  related  what  had  been  done,* 

*  or  explained  what  bad  been  faid,  Mr.  Cromwell  did 
'  anfwer,    and  reply  upon    him,  with  fo  much  inde- 

*  ccncy,   and  rudenefs,   and  in  language,  fo  contrary, 

*  and  ofFenfive,   that  every  man  would  have  thought, 

*  that  as  their  natures  and  their  manners  were  as  oppo- 
'  fite  as  it  is  poffible,  fo  their  intereft  cou^d  never  have 

*  been  the  fame.     In  the  end  his  whole  carriage  was 

*  fo  tempeftuous,  and  his  behaviour  fo  infolent,  that 

*  the   chairman    foun^  himfelf  obliged   to   reprehend 

*  him  ;  and  to  tell  him,  if  he  proceeded  in  the  fame 
'  manner,  he  would  prefently  adjourn  the  committee, 
'  and  the  next  morning  complain  to  the  houfe  of  him, 

*  which  he  never  forgafe ;  and  took  all  occafions  af- 

*  terwards  to  purfue  him  with  the  utmoli  malice  and 
I*  revenge,   to  his  death  (A).' 

If  one  were  to  judge  by  this,   CrzmweTs  manners 

Sro.  Oifcrd  were  as  rude  as  his  drefs  uncourtly.     But  however,  this 

'759-  fame  writer   in  another  place  confeiTes  the  alteration 

which  was  vifible  in  him  after  he  rofe  to  dignity  and 

power.     *  As  he  grew  into  place  and  authority,  fays 

'  he,  his  parts  feemed  to  be  raifed,  as  if  he  had  con- 

*  cealed  bis  faculties,  till  he  had  occafion  to  ufe  them  ; 

*■  and 
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*  and  when  he  was  to  a6t  the  part  of  a  great  man,  he 

«  did  it   without  any  indecency,  notwithftaoding  the  (/)  Hift.  of 

'    Wantof  cuftom  (/;.'  -  theRebd- 

Whitlock  has  defcrib'd  him  two  or  three  tifties  in  his  ''0">  ^'''- *»• 
public  appearances :  an  account  of  thefe  will  explain  ^'  '"* 
what  I  mean  by  his  keeping  ftate  to  the  full.  His  inau- 
guration was  magnificent.  On  the  26th  oijune,  1657, 
a  place  being  prepared  at  the  upper  end  of  Wejimin- 
Jier-hally  in  the  midfl  of  ifwas  a  rich  cloth  of  ftate 
fet  up,  and  under  it  a  chair  of  ftate  upon  an  afcent  of 
two  degrees,  cover'd  with  carpets;  before  it  a  table 
and  a  chair  by  it  for  the  fpeaker ;  on  each  fide  of  the 
hall  were  feats  built  one  above  another,  and  coverM 
for  the  members  of  the  parliament;  below  them 
feats  on  the  one  fide  for  the  judges,  and  on  the  other 
fide  for  the  Lord  Mayor  and  aldermen  of  London. 
About  two  of  the  clock  in  the  afternoon  theProtedor 
met  the  parliament,  and  gave  his  confent  to  fome 
bills ;  then  the  fpeaker  and  members  went  to  their 
places  in  Wejlminjhr  Hall,  and  the  judges  and  alder- 
men took  their  places :  a  little  time  after  this  his  High- 
nefs  came  attended  with  his  own  gentlemen,  and 
with  the  heralds  ferjeants  at  arms :  the  officers,  com- 
miffioners  of  the  feal,  and  of  the  treafury,  and  his 
council :  the  £arl  of  l^'arwick  carried  the  fword  be- 
fore him,  and  the  Lord  Mayor  of  Londoii  carried  the 
city  fword. 

*  His  Highnefs  ftanding  under  the  cloth  of  ftate,  the 
fpeaker  in  the  name  of  the  parliament  prefented  to 
him, 

*  I .  A  robe  of  purple  velvet,  lined  with  ermin^  which 
the  fpeaker,  aflifted  by  me  and  others,  put  upon  his 
Highnefs;  then  he  delivered  to  him  the  Bible  richly 
gilt  and  bofled  ;  after  that  the  fpeaker  girt  the  fword' 
about  his  Highnefs,  and  delivered  into  his  hands  the 
fcepter  of  mafly  gold,  and  then  made  a  fpeech  to  him 
upon  thofe  feveral  things  prefented  to  him,  wifhing 
him  all  profperity  in  his  government,  and  gave  him 

the  oath ;  und  Mr.  Manton  (k)  by  prayer  recommend-  note",], 
cd  his  Highnefs,  the  parliament,  the  council,  the         *" 

*  forces 
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*  forces  by  land  and   fea,  and  the  whole  governmenf^ 

*  and  people  of  the  three  nations,  to  the  blefEng  and 
'  protedion  of  God.     After  this  the  people  gave  fevc- 

*  ral  (bouts,  and  the  trumpets  founding  :  the  Protcc- 
'  tor  fat  in  the  chair  of  ftate,  holding  the  fcepter  in  his 

*  hand  ;  on  his  right  fide  fat  the  ambalTidor  of  Frarce^ 

*  on   the  left  fide  the  ambafTador  of  the  United  Provin- 

*  ces.     Near  to  his  Highnefs  ftood  his  fon  Richard^  the 

*  Lcrd  Deputy  FUetWiod,'C!oypoU,  mafter  ofthehorfe, 
'  his  Highnefles  council  and  officers  of  ftate  ;  the  Earl 
'  of  i^^rtt/:Vi  held  the  fword  on  the  right  fide  of  the 

*  chair,  and  the  Lord  Mayor  of  Lcnd:n  held  the  city 
'  fword  on  the  left  hand  of  the  chair;  near  the  Earl  of 
'  Warwick   ftood  the    Lord    Vifcount  Life,    general 

*  Mountague,  and  1,  each  of  us  having  a  drawn  fword 

*  in  our  hands.     Then  the  trumpets  founded,   and  an 

*  herald  proclaimed   his  Highne/Tes   title;   and  procla- 

*  mation  was  made,  and  loud  acclamations  of  the  peo- 

*  pie,   God  fave  the  Lord  Proteftor.     The  ceremonies 

*  being  ended,  his  Highnefs  havirg  his  train  carried  by 

*  the  Lord  SherwcoJ^  Mr.  Rich,  the  Earl  of  Way  wiii's 

*  grandchild,  and  by  the  Lord  Rohrts's  {on,  accompa- 

*  nied  by  the  ambaffadorf,  and  attended  as  before,  went 

*  in  ftate  to  Ipejiminjier  Hall  gate,  where  he  tcok  his 

*  rich  coach.     In  the  upper  end  of  it  himfelf  fat  in  his 

*  robes,  in  the  other  end  fat  the  Earl  of  TVarwick^  in 

*  one  boot  fat  his   fon  Richcrd,  and  I  with  a  drawn 

*  fword  in  my  hand;  and  in  the  other  boot  fat  the 
'  Lprd  Vifcount  Lijle,  and  General  Mountaguiy  with 
'  fwords  drawn  in  their  hands  ;  Clajpole  led   the  horfe 

*  of  honour  in  rich  caparifons,  the  life  guard  and  other 
(/)  Memo.  *  guards  attended  the  coach,  the  ofiicers  and  the  reft 
rials,  p.  §6*.  «  following  in  coaches  to  Wbuhall  {t).^ Crcmweli's 

reception  of  the  SiLtdiflj  ambaft*2dor  will  give  us  ftill  a 
clearer  idea  of  his  capacity  for  acting  in  the  pompous 
fcenes  of  life.     Take  it   from  the  author  juft  cited. 

*  His  [theambafTador's]  people  went  all  bare,  two  and 

*  two  before  him  in  order,  according  to  their  qualities; 

*  the  beft  men  laft ;   and  next  to  him,  the  mafter  of 

*  the  ceremonies  next;  before  him,  I  on  his  right  hand 

'  an4 
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Elocution  was  not  his  talent.     His  public 

fpeeches 

*  and  Strickland  on  bis  left  hand;  they  made  a  handfome 

*  (hew  in  this  equipage,  and  fo  Went  up  to  the  council- 

*  chamber,  where  the  ambaflador  repos'd  himfelf,  about 

*  a  quarter  of  an  hour,  and  then  word  being  brought 
'  that  the  Protedor  was  ready  in  the  Banqmtting-h'oufey 

*  he  came  down   into  the  court  again,  and  in  the  fame 

*  order  they  went  up  into  the  Banquetting-h'.ufe.     White- 

*  hall  court  was  full  of  foldiers  in  good  order,  the  flairs 

*  and  doors  were  kept  by  the  Protedor's  guards  in  their 

*  livery  coats,  with  halberts,  the  rooms  and  paflages  in 
'  very  handfome  order;  the  Banquetttny-houje  was  richly 

*  hung   with   arras,  multitudes  of  gentlemen  in  it,  and 

*  of  ladies  in   the  galleries.     The  ambafTador's  people 

*  were  all  admitted  into  the  room,  and  made  a  lane 
'  within  the  rails  in  the  midft  of  the  room.  At  the  up- 
<  per  end  upon  a  foot-pace  and   carpet,  ftood  the  Pro- 

*  tedlor  with  a  chair  of  ftate  behind  him,  and  divers  of 
'  his  council  and  fervants  about   him.     The  mafter  of 

*  the  ceremonies  went  before  the  ambaflador  on  the  left 

*  fide  ;  the  ambaflador  in  the  middle,  betwixt  me  and 

*  Strickland,  went  up  in  the  open  lane  of  the  room;  as 
^Ttion  as  they  came  within  the  room,  at  the  lower  end 

*  of  the  lane,  they  put  oft' their  hats :   the  ambaflador  a 

*  little  while  after  the  reft,   and  when  he  was  uncover'd, 

*  the  ProteiSlor  alfo  put  ofl^  his  hat,  and  anfwer'd   the 

*  ambaflfador's  three  falutations  in  his  coming  up  to  him, 

*  and  on  tlie  foot-pace  they  faluted  each  other  as  ufually 

*  friends  do:  and   when  the  Protestor   put  on  his  hat, 

*  the  ambafl^ador  put  on  his,   as  foon  as  the  other.     Af- 

*  ter  a  little  paufe,  the  ambaflador  put  off"  his  hat,   and 

*  began  to  fpeak,  and  then  put  it  on  again  ;  and  when- 
'  foever  in  his  fpeech  he  named  the  King  his  mafter,  or 
'  Sweden^  or  the  Protector,  ox  England,  he  moved  his 
'  hat,  efpecially  if  he  mentioned  any  thing  of  God,  or 
'  the  good  oi  Chrijiendotri,  he  put  off"  his  hat  very  low  i 
'  and   the  Protector  ftill  anfwered  him  in   the  like  pof- 

*  turcs  of  civility.     The  ambafl'ador  fpoke  in  the  Siredijh 

D  '  Jan- 
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fpeeches  in  general  are  longwinded,  obfcure, 
flat  (i)  and  ambiguous :  but  whether  this  was 

not 

*  language,  and  after  he  had  done,  being  but  fhort,  his 

*  fecretary  did  interpret  it  in  Latin. After  his  inter- 

*  preter  had  done,  the  Prote^lor  ftood  flill  a  pretty  while, 

*  and  putting  off  his  hat  to  the  ambaflador,  with  a  car- 

*  \riage  full  of  gravity  and  ftate,  he  anfvvercd  him  in  Eng- 

riis'^'^S   *  ^'^^  ^"'"^'^ I^J^'Ough  the  ceremonials  on   thcfe  pub- 

*  lie  occaficns  are,  I  apprehend,  ordered  and  appointed  by 
the  proper  officers,  yet  the  man  who  (having  fpent  forty 
years  of  his  life  in  a  manner  almoft  wholly  in  obfcurity 
and  remote  from  courts,  as  Oliver  had  done)  could  aft 
his  part  fo  gracefully  in  them,  muft  have  had  a  ge- 
nius of  a  peculiar  turn,  and  greatly  fuperiour  to  the  corti- 
mon  clafs  of-men. — Mr.  Waller  Teems  therefore  to  have 
had  reafon  for  his  complement  to  him  in  the  following 
xerfcs: 

*  Oft  have  we  wonder'd,  how  you  hid  in  peace 
A  mind  proportion'd  to  fuch  things  as  thefe  ; 
How  fuch  a  ruling  fp'rit  you  cou'd  reftrain. 
And  practife  firft  over  yourfelf  to. reign. 
Your  private  life-did  a  juft  pattern  give 
How  fathers,  hufbands,  pious  fbnsfhou'd  live  ; 
Born  to  command,  your  princely  virtues  flept 
Like  humble  David'%  while  the  flock  he  kept.* 

I  cannot  clofe  this  note  without  obfcrving  the  propriety 
of  the  Stuidljh  ambafTador's  making  ufe  of  his  native 
tongue  in  hii  public  audience,  and  the  Protector's  reply- 
ing in  his  own  language.  It  fhews  the  value  they  each 
fet  on  their  refpeftive  countries,  and  their  diilike  of  put- 
ting fuch  a  flight  on  them  as  to  imagine  their  idiom  un- 
poli.te  or  indeterminate.  It  would  not  have  been  amifs 
if  the  example  had  been  followed. 

(ij,  Elocutlonwas  not  his  talent,  &c.]     Crcmwell^s  want 
of  eloquence  has  been  obferv'd  by  many  writers.     '  All 

'  virtues^ 
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not  partly  out  of  defign,  may  be  a  queftion, 

feeing 

*  virtues,  fays  Mr.  Cozf/^j, being  rightly  divided  into  mo- 

*  ral  aj\d   intellc£lua!,  I  know  not  how  we  cah  better 

*  judge  of  the  former  than  by  mens  adtions,  or  of  the 

*  hitter  than  by  their  writings  or  fpeeches.     And  for  thefe 

*  latter  (which  are   leall  in  merit,  or  rather  which  are 

*  only  the  inftrumcnts  of  mifchief  where   the  other  are 

*  wanting)  I  thinlc  you  can  hardly  pick  out  the  name 
'  of  a  man  who  ever  was  called  great,  befides  him  we 

*  are  now  fpcaking  of,  who  nevtr  left  the  memory  be- 

*  hind  him  of  one  wife  or  witty  apothegm  even  among 

*  his  domeftic  fervants  or  greateft  flatterers.     That  little 

*  in  print  which   remains  upon  a  fad  record  for  him,  is 

*  fuch,  as  a  fatyr  againft  him  would  not  have  made  him  /„^  pjf. 

*  fay,  for  fear  of  tranfgrefiing  too  much  the  rules  of  pro-  courfe  con- 
«  bability(«).'  «-;;^S 

Mr.  Hume  fays  that  '  he  was  incapable  of  exprefling  Cromweli, 

*  himfelf  on  this   occafion  [the  crown's  being  ofFer'd  p.  87.  Pr'm- 
'  him]  but  in  a  manner  which  a  peafant  of  the  moft  or-  J^.''  ^'"^^ 

*  dinary   capacity,  would  juftly  be  afliamed  of.'     And  in  nmo. 
after  quoting  a  paffage  from  the  conference  at  [yhitehall  Load.  i63i. 
to   fupport  this  aflertion,  he  obferves  that  *  the  great 

*  defeat  in  Oliver's  fpeeches  confifts  not  in  his  want  of 
'  elocution,   but  in  his  want  of  ideas.     The  fagacity  of 

*  his  actions  and  the  abfurdity  of  his  difcourfe,  forms 
'  the  moft  prodigious  contrafte  that  ever  was  known. 
'  The   coUedion  of  all  his  fpeeches,  letters,  fermons, 

*  (for  he  alfo  wrote  fermons)  would  make  a  great  curio- 

*  fity,   and  with  a  few  exceptions  might  jultly  pafs  for  (0)  Hift. 

*  one  of  the  moft  nonfenfical  books  in  the  world  (0).'  voi.ii.p. 
This  gentleman's  great  defedls  are  want  of  confiftency  79»  Sg>- 
with  himfelf,   and  regard  to  truth.     In  the  paflage  here 
quoted   he  afTures   us  that  '  the  great  defed   in  Oliver's 

*  fpeeches  confifts  not  in  his  want  of  elocution ^  but  in  his 

*  want  of  ideas :'  a  few  pages  after  he  obferves  that 
Cromwell  *  was  not  defedive  in  any  talent,  except  that  ^s  jj  ^^ 

*  of  e'ocuiion  {p).'     That  hewrote  fermons  is  a  difcovery  90. 
of  Mr.  Huws  own  -,  I  believe  no  writer  worth  naming 

D  2  ever 
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feeing  he  could  fpeak  and  write  well  on  fome 
occafions. 

Bigo- 

ever  before  faid  it  j  it  is  quite  unfuitable  to  his  character, 
and  the  times. 

I  have  faid  in  the  text  that  his  fpeeches,  in  general, 
arelongwinded,  obfcure,  flat,  and  ambiguous  :  this  will 
appear  to  any  who  will  be  at  the  trouble  to  read  his 
fpeech  at  the  diflblution  of  his  firft  parliament,  and  his 
fpeeches  at  the  conference  at  fVhitehal!^  of  which  I  fhall 
have  occafion  hereafter  to  give  extracts.  The  rcafon  of 
thefe  defeats  feem  to  be  fometimes  the  enthufiafm  of  his 
temper,  which  produc'd  a  kind  of  expreflion  favouring 
of  cant  i  other  times  his  being  neceffitated  to  find  excufes 
for  refuling  what  he  was  defirous  of  j  and  moft  times  a 
willingnefs  to  hide  his  real  intentions.  To  which,  pro- 
bably, may  be  added  his  having  been  little  ufed  to  fpeak 
in  public  aflembiies,  on  public  occafions,  before  he  feiz'd 

the  fupreme  power. But  defign  I'm  perfwaded  had  the 

greateft  fhare  in  producing  fome  of  his  oddeft  compofi- 
tions.  I  have  feen,  and  (hall  in  the  following  Iheets 
produce  copies  of  original  letters  written  by  him,  which 
ihew  that  he  knew  well  how  to  exprefs  himfelf ;  his  let- 
ters to 'the  governor  oi  Edinburgh  caftle  before  mention'd 
are  a  farther  proof  of  it ;  and  the  following  fpeech  made 
ofF  hand  to  the  Swedijh  ambaflador  confirms  it. 

'My   Lord  Ambafiador,  I  have  great  reafon   to  ac- 

*  knowledge    wi.h  thankfulnefs,  the  refpcdls  and  good 

*  affection  of  the  King  your  mafter  towards  this  com- 
'  monwealth,  and  towards  myfelf  in  particular,  where- 
'  of  I  (hall  always  retain  a  very  grateful  memory,  and 

*  (hall  be  ready  upon  all  occafions  to  manifeft  the  high 
'  fenfe  and  value  I  have  of  his  majefiy's  friendfhip  and 

.  '  alliance.     My  Lord,  you  are  very  welcome  into  Eng-. 

*  land,  and  during  your  abode  here,  you  fhall  find  ail 

*  due  regard  and  refpedl  to  be  given  to  yourperfon,  and 
'  to  the  bufinefs  about  which  you  come.  I  am  very 
'  willing  to  enter   into  a  nearer  and  more  firiil  alliance 

*  and  friendfhip   with  the  King  of  Swedland,  as  that 

'  which 
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Bigottry  (k)    made  no  part  oi  Cromwell* s 

cha- 

'  which    in  my  judgment  will  tend  much  to  the  honor 
'  and  commodity   of  both   nations,  and  to  the  general 
'  advantage  of  the  proteftant  intereft ;  I  fhall  nominate 
'  fome  perfons  to  meet  and  treat  with  your  lordfhip  upon  (?)  WhU- 
'  fuch  particulars  as  you  (hall  communicate  to  them  (y).'  /'g  '^' 
Perhaps   a   better   turn'd  anfwer  than  this  is  not  to  be  Sceaifonote 
found  in  England  in  Cromi(jclPs  age! — it  fhews  what  he  [w]. 
could  do:  though  he  feldom  equall'd  it. 

(k)  Bigottry  made  no  part  of  Cromwell' J  charaSier."]  J  C  •■■ 
Bigottry  ill  becomes  a  great  man,  if  a  truly  great  man 
is  capable  of  it.  In  a  politician  it  is  a  defect,  in  a  fove- 
reign  a  fault  of  the  firft  magnitude.  Woe  be  to  that 
country  whofe  princes  and  minifters  are  tiii«Elur'd  with  it.  i 
There  ecclefiaftics  reign — and  the  rule  of  ecclefiaftics 
has  been  always  fevere  and  tyrannical.  Bigottry  pro- 
duc'd  the  maflacres  of  Paris  and  Ireland;  repeal'd  the 
ediit  of  Namz;  annuH'd  the  privileges  of  the /l/(pr//c-5ff 
in  Spain  ;  drove  the  nonconformifts  out  of  England;  and 
depriv'd  Philip  the  fecond  of  the  United  Provinces. 
Ihefe  were  the  efFeAs  of  this  fiend,  black  as  the  infer- 
nal pit  where  it  firft  was  produc'd,  and  mifchievous  as 
Satan  its  parent.  May  all  princes  have  it  in  abhorrence ! 
may  they  keep  its  favourers  and  abettors  far  frr^n  their 
councils !  vain  elfe  will  be  their  endeavours  for  the  pub- 
lic, vain  their  hopes  of  perpetuating  their  fame.  No 
prince,  'tis  well  known,  was  ever  well  counfell'd  by 
prielis.     They  have  themfelves  too  much  in  view  ;  their 

own  order  too  much  at  heart They  cannot  facrifice 

thefe  though  inconfiftent  with  the  welfare  of  the  com- 
ir.unity,  nor  can  they  forbear  preferring  them  to  the 
moft  ufeful  members  of  it.  But  the  bigot  is  the  tool  of 
the  prieft.  He  muft  be  fo — from  him  therefore  is  to  be 
expefted  nothing  truly  generous.  We  know  what  Car- 
dinal Granvall  did  in  Spain;  what  Laud  m  England ^ 
but  they  had  never  been  in  a  capacity  of  executing  their 
mad  and  deftructive  fchemes,  had  they  had  matters  lefs 
bigotted.     But  Cromwell  had  a  mind  fuperior,  he  was 

D  3  above 
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charade r.     Like  an  honeft  man,  he  profelVd 

his 


above  the  fway  of  thefe  kind  of  men  ;  there  was  nothing 
in  him  for  them  to  work  on,  they  therefore  either  never 
attacked  him,  or  dtfiftcd.  This  will  appear  from  his 
judgment  concerning  the  nature  of  the  miniiterial  func- 
tion, and  the  bounds  within  which  it  ought  to  be  con- 
fined;  his  fix'J  opinion  concerning  liberty  of  confcience 
in  matters  of  religion;  and  his  behaviour  towards  men 
of  the  moft  different  and  oppofite  principles. 

I.  Crotnu-eU's  open  and  avowed  judgment  concerning 
the  nature  and  bounds  of  the  minifterial  fun£tion,  clearly 
leads  us  to  conclude  that  he  was  free  from  bigottry.  la 
his  letter  to  the  governor  of  Edinburgh  caftle  dated  Ss^'^t. 
9,  1650,  he  fays,  *  The  mlriiileTS  in  EKglar;d  are  fup- 
'  ported,  and  have  liberty  to  preach  the  Gofpel,  though 
'  not  to  raile,  nor  under  pretence  thereof  to   overtop 

*  the  civil  power,  or  debafe  it  as  they  pleafe.     No  man 

*  hath  been  troubled  in  England  or  Irdar.d  for  preaching 
'  the  Gofpel,  nor  has  any  minifter  been  molefied  in 
'  Sict'ciTid  fmce  the  coming  of  the  army  hither.     The 

*  fpeaking  truth  becomes  the  minifters  of  Chrift.     When 

*  minift^rs  pretend  to  a  glorious  reformation,  and  lay 
'  the  foundation  thereof  in  getting  to  themfelves  world- 
'  ly  power,  and  can  make'  wo'rldly  mixtures  to  accom- 

*  p'iih  tne  fame,  fuch  as  their  late  agreement  with  their 

*  King,  and  hopes  by  him  to  carry  on  their  defign,  may 
[r)  Th«r-  *  know,  that  the  Sicn  promifed  and  hoped  for,  will  not 
lo€.  voi.  i.    c  Tqq  huilt  v/ith  fuch  untempered  mortar  (r).' 

''  '^^'  In  reply  to  the  Sccttijh  minifters  faying  '  they  had juft 

*  caufe  to  regret,  that  men  of  civil  employments  fhould 

*  ufurp  the  calling  and  employment  of  the  miniflry  / 
he  afKs,  *  Are  you  troubled  that  Chrift  is  preached  ?  Is 
'  preaching  fo  inclufive  in  your  funftion  ?    Doth  it  fcan- 

*  dalize  the  reform.ed  kirks,  and  5fc//.n^  in  particular  ? 

*  Is  it  againft  the  covenant  ?  Away  with  the  covenant  if 
'  this  be  fo,  I  thought  the  covenant  and  thefe  could 
'  have  been  willing,  that  any  (hould  fpeak  good  of  the 

name  of  Chrift;  if  not,  it  is  no  covenant  of  God's 

'  ap- 
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his  own  fentiments,  and  adher'd  to  the  fe<fl 

he 

approving,  nor  of  the  kirk's  you  mention,  in  fo  much 
the  fpoufe  of  Chrift.  Where  do  you  find  in  Scripture 
a  ground  to  warrant  fuch  an  aflertion,  that  preaching 
is  included  in  your  funflion  ?  Tho'  an  approbation 
from  men  hath  order  in  it,  and  may  doe  well,,  yet  he 
that  hath  not  a  better  warrant  than  that,  hath  none 
at  all.  I  hope  he  that  afcended  up  on  high  may  give 
his  gifts  to  whom  he  pleafe  ;  and  if  thofe  gifts  be  the 
feal    of  miffion,  be   not  envious,  though  Eidad  and 

Med  id  prophefie. Indeed  you   erre   through    the 

miflake  of  the  Scriptures;  approbation  is  an  a£l  of 
convenicncy  in  refpedl  of  order,  not  of  neceffity  to 
give  faculty  to  preach  the  Gofpel.  Your  pretended 
fear,  leait  error  fhould  ftep  in,  is  like  the  man,  that 
would  keep  all  the  wine  out  of  the  country,  leaft  men 
fhould  be  drunk.  It  would  be  found  an  unjuft  and 
ur.wife  jealoufie,  to  deny  a  man  the  liberty,  he  hath 
by  nature,  upon  a  fuppofition  he  may  abufe  it:  when 
he  doth  abufe  it,  judge.  If  a  man  fpeak  foolifhiy,  ye 
fufFer  him  gladly,  bccaufe  ye  are  wife  ;  if  erroneoufly, 
the  truth  more  appears  by  your  conviction  ;  {top  fuch 
a  man's  mouth  v/ith  found  v/ords,  that  cannot  b;gain- 
faid  :  if  blafphemoufly,  or  to  the  diflurbance  of  the 
publick  peace,  let  the  civijl  magiftrate  punidi  him  : 
if  truly,  rejoice  in  the  truth.  And  if  you  will  call 
our  fpeakiiigs  together,  fince  v»'e  came  into  Sctlandy 
to  provoke  one  another  to  love  and  good  works,  to 
faith  in  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  and  repentance  from 
dead  works,  to  charity  and  love  towards  you,  to  pray 
and-miurne  for  you,  and  for  the  bitter  returns  to,  and 
incredulity  of  our  profcflions  of  love  to  you,  of  the 
truth  of  which  we  have  made  our  folemne  and  hum- 
ble appeals  to  the  Lord  our  God,  which  he  hath  heard 
and  born  witnefs  to ;  if  thefe  tilings  be  fcandalous  to 
the  kirk,  and  againft  the  covenant,  becaufe  done  by 
men   of  civill   callinffs,  we  rejoice  in  them,  notwiih- /,,t.i    i 

Itanding  what  you  lay  (;.. ■  1  heie  are  lentiments  vol.  i.  p. 

which,    however  tinftur'd   with  enthufiafm,    declare  a  i.^^* 
D  4  mind 
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he  mod  approv'd; — but  he  fpoke  at  all  times 

with 

mind  free  from  bigottry,  and  incapable  of  being  de- 
luded by  the  cant  of  heavenly  tnijjiony  uninterrupted  fuc- 
cejfton^  indel'tble  charailer^  and  the  power  of  binding  and 
loafing  rnens  fins  !  Oliver  hzd  a  fufficient  prefervative  in 
his  own  underftanding  againft  the  principles  and  prac- 
tices of  thefe  men  who  make  ufe  of  fuch  magical  terms. 
2.  Cromwell's  fix'd  opinion  concerning  liberty  of  con- 
fcience  in  matters  of  religion,  evinces  his  freedom  from 
bigottry.  No  bigot  has  had  fenfe  enough  to  fee  the  plain 
and  juft  right  which  every  man  has  to  think  and  aft  for 
'  himl'elf  ih  matters  purely  of  a  religious  nature;  or  to  be 

convinc'd  that  unlefs  men  freely  and  voluntarily  choofe 
their  religion,  they  can  have  no  merit  in  the  eyes  ol  God 
i;r  reafonable  men  ;  and  confequently  that  they  ought 
never  to  be  debarr'd  from  afiing  according  to  their  own 
choice.  The  bigot  is  always  in  the  right ;  evcrv  man 
of  a  different  belief  is  in  the  wrong;  heaven  is  his  own 
portion,  but  hell  and  damnation  attend  thofe  who  think 

and  aft  oppofite  to  him. Oliver  was  not  of  this  caft. 

I'e  always  profefs'd  it  to  be  his   belief  that  men  had   a 
♦  f'gbt  to  think  and  aft  for  themfelves  in  matters  of  reli- 

gion, and  that   as   long  as  they  behav'd  peaceably  they 
were  free  to  dificnt  from  the  magiftrate  and  the  prieft. 
,,  Mr. ///flyiM;  tells  us  *  the  liberty  that  was  to  be  extended 

nioir-,  vo!.  *  *<^  tender  confciences,  was  an  en^iine  by  which  Crcm- 
ii  p.  509.  *  voell  did  moft  of  his  work  (/).'  And  Mr.  Baxter  fays, 
(«/ Reliquiae  c  l/,berty  of  confciencc  he  pretended  to  be  molt  zealous 
hy  siivcfleri  *  for  («).'  What  follows  will  I  think  plainly  make  it 
part  Ji.  p.     appear  that  he  was  indeed  fo. 

!^°>j^"''"'       Milton^   in    the  following  beautiful  fonnet,  which  I 
'  believe  every  lover  of  virtue  and  the  mufes  will  read  here 
with  pleafure,  addreifes  himfelf  to  him  as  the  patron  of 
this  moft  glorious  caufe. 

Crormjuell^  our  chief  of  men,  who  through  a  cloqd 
Not  of  war  only,  but  detraftions  rijde, 
Guided  by  faith  and  matchlefs  fortitude. 
To  peace  and  truth  thy  glorious  way  haft  plough'd. 

And' 


OLIVER  CROMWELL.  41 

with  honour  of  thofe  who  difter'd  from  him, 

treated 

And  on  the  neck  of  crowned  fortune  proud 

Haft  rear'd  God's  trophies,  and  his  work  purfued. 
While  Dar-wen  ftream  with  blood  of  <SV^/i  imbrued. 
And  Dunbar  field  refounds  thy  praifes  loud. 

And  WorceJier''%  laureat  wreath.     Yet  much  remains 
To  conquer  flill;  peace  hath  her  vidories 
No  lefs  renown'd  than  waf :  new  foes  arife 

Threatning  to  bind  our  fouls  with  fecular  chains  : 
Help  us  to  fave  free  coniclence  from  the  paw 
Of  hireling  wolves,  whofe  gofpel  is  their  maw. 

Crormveir%  own  fentiments  concerning  thig  matter  will 
be  beft  known  from  the  following  paragraphs  in  his  fpeech 
at  the  diflblution  of  the  parliament  in  1654.  He  is  re- 
buking them  for  their  condutff,  and  among  other  things, 
fays,  *  When  you  were  entered  upon  this  government 

*  raveling  into  it,  if  you  had  gone  upon  that  foot  of  ac- 

*  count,  to  have  made  fuch  good  and  wholfome  provi- 

*  fions  for  the  good  of  the  people  of  thefe  nations,  for 

*  the  fettling  of  fuch    matters    in   things  of  religion  as 

*  would    have   upheld    and    given    countenance   to  a 

*  godly  miniftry,  and  yet  would  have  given  ajuftlibeity 
'  to  godly  men  of  different  judgments,  men  of  the  fame 
'  faith  with  them,  that  you  call  the  Orthodox  miniftry 

*  in  England,    as  it  is    well  known  the   independants 

*  are,  and  many  under  the  form  of  baptifm,  who  are 

*  found  in  the  faith,  only  may  perhaps  be  different  in 

*  judgment  in  fome  lefler  matters,  yet  as  true  chriftians 

*  both  looking  at  falvation,  only  by  faith  in  the  blood 
^  of  Chrift,  men  profelfing  the  fear  of  God,  and  hav- 

*  ing  recourfe  to  the  name  of  God  as  to  a  ftrong  tower ; 

*  I  fay  you  might  have  had  opportunity  to  have  fettled 
'  peace  and  quietnefs  amongft  all  proftffing  godlinefs, 

*  and  might  have  been  inftrumental,  if  not  to  have 
'  healed  the  breaches,  yet  to  have  kept  the  godly  of  all 

*  judgments  from  running  one  upon  another,  and  by 

*  keep- 
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treated  them  with  much  refped:  and  decency, 

and 


keeping  them  from  being -overrun  by  a  common  ene- 
my, rendered  them  and  thefeiiations  both  fecure,  hap- 
py, and  well  fatisfied. 

'  Are  thefe  done,  or  any  thing  towards  them  ?  Is  there 
not  yet  upon  the  fpirits  of  men  a  ftrange  itch  r  Nothing 
will  fatisfy  them,  unlefs  they  can  put  their  finger  upon 
their  brethrens  confciences,  to  pinch  them  there.  To 
do  this  was  no  part  of  the  conteft  we  had  with  the 
common  adverfary  ;  for  religion  was  not  the  thing  at 
the  firft  contefted  for,  but  God  brought  it  to  that  ifllie 
at  laft,  and  gave  it  to  us  by  way  of  redundancy,  and 
at  laftit  proved  to  be  that  which  was  moft  dear  to  us; 
and  wherein  confiiied  this,  more  than  in  obtaining 
that  liberty  from  the  tyranny  of  the  bifhops  to  all  fpe- 
cies  of  Proteftants,  to  worfbip  God  according  to  their 
own  light  and  confciences  ?  for  want  of  which  many 
of  our  brethren  forfock  their  native  countries  to  feek 
their  bread  from  ftrangers,  and  to  live  in  howling  wil- 
dcrnefles;  and  for  which  aifo,  many  that  remained 
here  were  imprifomd  and  othcrwife  abufed.  Thofs 
who  were  found  in  the  faith,  how  proper  w.is  it  for 
them  to  labour  for  libt^rty,  for  a  juft  liberty,  that  men 
fhould  not  be  trampled  upon  for  their  confciences  ?  Had 
inot  they  laboured  but  lately  under  the  weight  of  per- 
fecutions,  and  was  it  fit  for  them  to  fit  heavy  upon 
others?  Is  it  ingenuous  to  afk  liberty  and  not  to 
give  it?  What  greater  hypocrify,  than  for  thofe  who 
were  opprefled  by  the  bifhops,  to  become  the  greateft 
oppreflbrs  themfelves  as  foon  as  their  yoke  was  re- 
moved !  I  could  wifh  that  they  who  call  for  liberty  now 
alfo,  had  not  too  much  of  that  fpirit  if  the  power 
were  in  their  hands.  As  for  prophane  perfons,  blaf- 
phemers,  fuch  as  preach  fedition,  the  contentious  rail- 
ers,  evil  fpeakers,  who  feek  by  evil  words  to  corrupt 
good  manners,  perfons  of  loofe  coriverfations,  punifh- 
ment  from  the  civil  magiftrate   ought  to  meet  with 

*  them  J 
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and  openly  declar'd  for  their  toleration  and 


eacou- 


*  them;  becaufe  if  thefe  pretend  confcience,  yet  walk- 
'  ing  diforderly,  and  not  according  but  contrary  to  the 
'  Gofpel,  and  even  to  natural   light,  they  are  judged  of 

'  all,  and   their  fins    being  open,  makes  them  fubjeds  ,  ^  whIt- 
'  of  the  maaiftrate's  fvvord,  who  ought  not  to  bear  it  in  lock,  p. 

*  vain  (*).' In  a   fpeech  to  the  parliament,  Ap.  3,  ^H« 

;657,  fpeaklng  concerning  the  provifion  made  for  liber- 
ty of  confcience  in  the  Humble  Petition  and  Advice^  he 
madeufeof  the  following  words:  '  As  to  the  liberty  of 

*  men  profeffing   godlincfs   under  the   variety  of  forms 

*  amongfl  us,    you    have  done  that,  which  was  never 

*  done  before  ;  and  I  pray  God  it  may  not  fall  upon  the 

*  people  of  God  as  a  fault  in  them,  or  any  fort  of  them, 

*  if  they  do  not  put  fuch  a   value  on  what  was  done, 

*  as  never  was  put  on  any  thing  fmce  ChriR's  time,  for  (j)Thur- 
«  fuch  a  catholick  intereft  of  the  people  of  God  (>).'—  '°''  I°'-^ 
Thefe  extracts  fully  evince  CrsmtueU's  judgment  con-    "     '' 
cerning   liberty  of   confcience,  and   make  appear  how^ 
zealous  he  indeed  was  to  redrain  men  from  injuring  each 

other  on  the  account  of  it:  in  a  word,  they  fhew  the 
man,  the  chriftian,  the  politician.  Imuftadd, 

3.  That  Oliver's  pracStice  was  conformable  to  his 
principles.  Though  he  declar'd  hinifelfanindependant, 
(I  fuppofeas  that  fe6t  avowedly  appear'd  for  civil  and  re- 
ligious liberty  in  its  greateft  latitude)  yet  he  confin'd  not 
his  refpe6l  or  his  favours  to  them.  He  had  great  latitude 
of  judgment,  and  conceiv'd  that  as  'twas  very  poflible 
for  wife  and  good  men  to  differ  in  their  opinions  about 
many  points  of  religion,  yet  being  equally  wife  and  ho- 
ncft,  they  ought  equally  to  be  reg  rded.  We  find 
yl/a;i/<5«  praying  at  his  inauguration,  ^^.^/^r  preaching  at 
his  court,  and  Calaniy  conlulted  by  him  on  a  point  of 
importance.  Thefe  were  all  Prefbyterians,  little  aft'etlcd 
to  him,  but  inclin'd  to  the  royal  interefl.  The  epifco- 
palians,  many  of  them,  were  treated  with  equal  favour 
and  regard,  though  the  party,  as  fuch,  gave  him  a  good 
deal  of  trouble.     He  fent  for  Dr.  Broivnrigy  bifhop  of 

Exeter^ 
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encouragement.  Indeed  he  conftantly  was 
a   friend    to    religious    liberty,   and   an    op- 

p  oler 

Exeter,  and   treated  him  with   great  outward    refpecl ; 
he   faved    Dr.  Barnard's    life    at   the   taking  Droghedah, 
and  made  him  his  almoner  ;  he  invited  archbifhop  lJfi)er 
to  him,  and  us'd   him    with   much   civility,  converfmg 
with  him  about  the  advancement  of  the  proteftant  re- 
ligion at  home  and  abroad,  and  promifing  him  to  make 
him  a  leafe  of  fome  parts  of  the  lands  belonging  to  the 
archbifhoprick  of /r/;;^_3/;>  for  2  1  years,  and  at  his  death, 
order'd  him  to  be  interr'd  with  great  pomp  in  IVfftm'tn- 
.  »  pa^'s  Jhr  Abby^  where  Dr.  Barnard  to  a   crowded  audience 
Litcofufh-  preach'd  his  funeral  fermon  (2).     Dr.  P^rr,  from  whom 
"»  P-  75.'     I  have  the  above  particulars,  imputes  Cromweirs  order* 
ijo  ^Lond*     i"c.  ^'^'^  ^°  honourable  an  interment  of  Ujhcr^s  corps,  not 
j6&6.  only  to  a  defire  of  advancing  his  own  honor,  but  like- 

wife  to  a  defign  of  punifhing  U/?er's  relations,  by  put- 
ting them  to  a  great  expence:  but  as  he  owns  the  Pro- 
tcdior  contributed  two  hundred  pounds  towards  it,  it  is 
no  way  likely  he  had  any  fuch  view.  He  probably 
thought,  that  fufficient  for  a  very  honourable  buria! — 
thofe  who  exceeded  it  were  to  blame  themfelves,  if  they 
were  hurt  thereby. — But  'tis   very   hard  to  pleafc  thofe 

who  are  difpos'd  to  find  fault. CrormuelPs  behaviour 

was  alfo  equally  humane  to   fuch  as  profefs'd  opinions 
uncountenanc'd  by  the  many  in  Britain.     To  jfo/m  Bid- 
die  who  was  a  Unitarian,  and  the  father  of  the  Englijh 
Unitarians,  in  his  baniOiment  into  Scilly^  he  allowed  a 
penfion  of  an  hundred  crowns  a  year;  he  admitted  Je- 
remiah IVhlie  and  PeUr  Sterry  into  the   number  of  his 
chaplains,    though   few  fpeculated   more   freely  on  the 
ends  and  defigns  of  providence,  or  more  out  of  the  thea 
,  , .,    .-   road  ;  and  y^hn  Goodivin,  though   hated  by  the  fafhion- 
Mr.  Thom.  able  ecciefiaftics,  continued  conftantly  in  his  favour  [a). 
Firmin,  p.        ]*s'or  were  even  the  Romanics  that  behav'd  well,  de- 
L°"d  *6-8   ^'l^"^^  ^^  't-     Sir  Ki-nelm  Dighy,  2l    man   of  quality,  a 
philo'bpher  and  a  catholic,  in  a  letter  to  Mr.  Secretary 
Thurkft  d^cd  Paris,  March  i^^  1656,  has  the  follow- 
ing 
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pofer  of  fpiritual  tyranny.     No  wonder  there- 
fore that,  in  the  firft  part  of  life,  he  fell  (l) 

in 

ing  paifages.     *  My  obligations  to  his  Highnefs  are  fo 

*  great,  that  it  would  be  a  crime  in  me  to  behave  my- 
'  felf  fo  negligently  as  to  give  caufe  for  any  fhadov^^  of 

*  the  leaft  fufpicion,  or  to  do  any  thing  that  might  re- 

*  quire  an  excufe  or  apology.     1  make   it  my   bufinefs 

*  every  where,  to  have  ail  the  world  take  notice  how 
'  highly  I   efteem   myfelf  obliged  to  his  Highnefs,  and 

*  how  paffionate  I  am  for  his  fervice,  and  for  his  honor 

*  and  intereft,  even  to  the  expofipg  of  my  life  for  them. 

*  1  (hould  think  my  heart  were  not  an  honeft  one,  i 

*  if  the  blood  about  it  were  not  warmed  with  any  the 

*  leaft  imputation  upon  my  refpcdis  and  my  duty  to  his  ,^^  Thur- 

*  Highnefs,  to  whom  I  owe  fo  much  (^j.'     Mr.  Prynne  loe,  vol.  iv. 
informs  us,  *  that  Sir  Kcnelme  was  lodged  by  Cromwell  P-  59^- 

'  at  IVhitehall-^    that  he  fufpended    penal   laws  againft  andpe'rfed^ 

*  Romifli  priefts}  and   protedted  feveral  of  them  under  narrative  of 

*  his  hand  and  feal  (r).'     'Tis  certain   he  wrote  to  the^*^^*^'^* 
governor  of  Virg'iKia  in  favour  of  Lord  Baltimore^  pro-  g°"^'  1°^' 
prietor  of  Maryland,  who  was  of  the  Catholic  perfwa-  between 

J  will  add  but  one  thing  more.     *Tis   well  known  of^May^/   Vi^ 
Crcmivell  [thou^  a  believer  in  the  prophecies  of  the  Old  1659.  410.  ^ 
Teftament,  equally,  to  fay  the  leaft,  with  our  modern  without 
controvertifts)  was  willing  to  harbour  the  Jews  in  -fi""^- place  or 
land;  that  he  appointed  an   aftembly  of  men  of  feveral  printer, 
profeflions  to  confider  of  the  expediency  of  it;  and  that  ^^^  '^'\"'." 
'twas  not  owing  to  him  or  his  council  that  it  prov'd  loft  „_  ^24. 

labour. All   thefe  confiderations   will,    if  I  miftake 

not,  abundantly  make  appear  the  truth  of  the  text,  that 
bigottry  made  no  part  of  Cromwell's  character.  It  may 
be  faid  this  was  all  policy  —  If  it  was  —  it  was  not  the 
policy  of  bigots,  who  break  through  every  tie,  human 
and  divine,  in  order  to  promote  their  implanted  non- 
(enfe  and  fuperftition. 

(l)  He  fell  in  with  the  puritans,   greatly   opprejfcd.'] 
The  controverfy  between  the  prelatifts  and  the  puritans 

will 
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in  with   the  puritans,  greatly  opprelTed  on 


ac- 


will  appear  in  the  eyes  of  moft,  in  this  age,  as  very 
trifling  and  infignificant,  and  very  unworthy  of  the  at- 
tention which  was  formerly  paid  it.  They  were  a  ftiff 
kind  of  men,  many  of  them,  of  both  fides;  of  weak 
capacities  or  uninform'd  underftandings;  who  impos'd 
unreafonably,  and  refifted  obftinately.  But  on  the  be- 
half of  the  puritans,  it  muft  be  obferv'd  that  they  al- 
ways pretended  confcience  for  their  nonconformity,  and, 
probably,  as  they  were  very  great  fuiterers,  they  were 
fincere.  This  recommended  them,  as  well  as  their  re- 
gular behaviour,  to  the  favour  of  the  friends  of  civil 
liberty,  and  the  lovers  of  virtue.  Thefe  gentlemen, 
probably,  faw  many  of  their  weaknefTes,  but  they  ap- 
prov'd  their  honefty  and  integrity,  us'd  their  intereft  to 
bring  them  out  of  trouble,  and  generoufly  help'd  them 

in  their  difficulties. Another  thing  there  was,  which 

added  not  a  little  to  their  worth  in  the  eyes  of  many  of 
the  moft  confiderable  perfons  of  thofe  times,  namely, 
an  adherence  to  the  doctrinal  articles  of  the  church  of 
England,  in  the  fenfe  of  the  compilers,  and  a  Itrong 
averfion  to  popery.  The  gentry  then  read  and  wrote 
books  cf  religious  controverly,  and  very  many  of  them 

became  converts  to  their  party. But  however,  this 

is  certain,  the  puritans  were  fufFerers ;  fufFerers  for  con- 
fcientioufly  refufing  to  pra6tire  things  which,  in  the  opi- 
nion of  their  adverfaries,  were  of  no  worth  or  value ; 
fufFerers  from  men  who  pretended  to  be  rulers  and  gover- 
nors in  a  Proteftant  church,  whofe  dodfrines  they  dif- 
own'd  in  many  points;  and  fufFerers  from  men  whofc 
pride,  ambition,  avarice,  and  cruelty  had  rendered  them 
odious  to  the  people  in  general,  as  well  as  to  wife  and 
confiderate  men.  Thefe  perfons  here  meant  were  court- 
prelates,  in  the  times  of  James  and  Charles  I. 


Such  as  for  their  bellies  fake 
Creep,  and  intrude,  and  climb  into  the  fold. 


Of 
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account  of  their  nonconformity,  and  appear'd 

as 

Of  other  care  they  little  reck'ning  make, 

Ihan  how  to  fcramble  at  the  fhearers  feaft. 

And  fliove  away  the  worthy  bidden  gueft. 

Blind  mouths !  thatfcarce  themfelvesknowhowto  hold 

A  flieep-hook,  or  have  iearn'd  ought  elfe  the  leafl 

That  to  the  faithful  herdfman's  art  belongs ! 

What  recks  it  them  ?  what  need  they  ?  They  are  fped  j 

And  when  they  lift,  their  lean  and  flafhy  fongs 

Grate  on  their  fcrannel  pipes  of  wretched  ftraw ; 

The  hungry  fheep  look  up,  and  are  not  fed, 

But  fwoln  with  wind,  and  the  rank  mift  they  draw,  **' 

Rot  inwardly,  and  foul  contagion  fpread  :  ' 

Befides  what  the  grim  wolf  with  privy  paw  <■ 

Daily  devours  apace,  and  nothing  faid.        MiLTOfT, 

This  is  not  meerly  a  poetical  exaggeration.  Soon  af- 
ter thefe  lines  were  written,  a  polite  writer,  who  de- 
clares himfelf  no  puritan,  fpeaks  of  thefe  bifhops  in  the 
following  terms. — '  The  more  our  prelates  enjoy,  the 

*  more  Itili  they  feek  ;  and  all  our  three  kingdoms  are 

*  grown  fo  fick  of  their  pride,  injuftice,  and  pragma- 
'  tical  faction,  that  fcarce  any  remedy  but  blood-let- 
'  ting  can  cure  them.     We  find  in  Scripture  the  moft 

*  high  and  holy  offices  of  religion  performed  by  princes, 

*  even  amonglt  and  above  the  greateft  of  priefts  ;  but 

*  we  fcarce  find  any  inllance  at  all  where  priefts  inter- 

*  medled  with  any   ftate  affairs,  either  above  or  under 

*  princes:  and  yet  with  us  now  the  employing  and  en- 

*  trufting  of  clergymen  in  temporal  bufmefs,  is  held  as 
<  politick  as  it  was  in  the  times  of  popery:  although  no 

*  time  could  ever  juflly  boaft  of  that  ufe.     But  to  pafs 

*  over  temporal  bufineffes,  how  violently  have  our  bi- 

*  (hops  been  in  their  own  canons  about  ceremonies,  and 

*  indifferencies?    and   what   difturbance  hath  that  vio- 

*  lence  produced  I     They  ftrive  as  for  the  beauty  and 
'  *  glory  of  religion,  to  bring  in  the  fame  forms  of  li- 

*  turgy,  the  fame  pofture  of  the  communion-table,  the 

*  fame  gefture  at  the  communion,  iJc.  in  all  our  three 

6  <  do-     ■ 
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as  their  advocate  both  in  the  country  and  the 

par- 

*  dominions ;  as  if  uniformity  were  always  beautiful  : 
'  and  yet  we  fee  all  men  are  created  with  feveral  faces, 

*  voices,  and  complexions,  without  any  deformity  to 
'  the  univerfe.' — This  is  a  fine  thought,  and  has  been 
frequently  made  ufe  of  by  our  beft  advocates  for  tolera- 
tion.— 1  he  fame  writer,  fpeaking  of  the  fame  men,  af- 
ferts  that  *  in  the  high  commiilion,  at  the  council  table, 
'  in  the  ftar  chamber,  and  the  chequer,  churchmen  are 

*  now  more  active  than  in  their  own  confiftories,  and 

*  yet  their  ambition  further  aims  (as  'tis  faid)  to  the  chan- 
'  eery,  court  of  requefts,  &'c.  which  could  not  chufe 

*  to  redound  to  the  fcandal  of  religion,  the  obftruflion 

*  of  juftice,  and  vexation  of  the  fubjedl.     If  there  were 

*  not  learned  and  (kilful  men  enough  in  policy  and  law 

*  to    ferve  the  King,  unlefs   divinity  were  depriv'd  of 

*  fome  of  her  followers,  there  were  fome  feeming  um- 

*  brage  why  the  King  might  borrow  of  God;  but  when 
r^jDifcourfe  *  God's  more  holy  office  is  negleded,  that  the  King's 
coMcerning  *  meaner  may  be  the  worfe  adminiftred,  the  world  much 
Puritans,  p.  «  ggzes  and  wonders  at  it  (e).''  We  may  naturally 
Lond.  prin-  enough  imagine  men  thus  ambitious  of  power  and  wealth 
ted  for  Ro-  Were  not  overftocked  with  real  religion  !  and  we  may, 
fcert  Bof-  ^jjj^  ijjjg  probability,  conclude  that  pretences  to  con- 
tock,  1641.  ^  .  ■       ,    ■  ij.  jjj-j-      t 

icience   m  their  eyes  had  but  an  odd  and  ridiculous  ap- 
pearance !  and  confequently  that  the  perfons  who  made 
ufe  of  them  to  juftify  their  oppofition  to  their  injunc- 
tions  would  fare  little  the  better  for  them.     I  will  not 
enter  here  invo  the  particulars  of  the  hardftiips  and  op- 
preflions  which  the  puritans  underwent  from   the  pre- 
lates, and  the  high  hand  v.hich  was  carried  by  thefe  latter 
over  all  who  oppofed  them.     I  have  given  a   fketch  of 
(/)  Hiflo-  it  elfewhere,  and  muft  refer  fuch  as  may  be  uninform'd 
crklcaTac-   ^^'^^er  (/).     However,  the  following  fhort  litany  may 
count  of  the  HOt  be  unacceptable  even  to  thofe  who  are  beft  acquaint- 
Lifeof        ed  with  their  tranfafiions.     It  fhews   their  behaviour, 
aii*  '     3nd  the  fenfe  men  then  had  of  it. 
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parliament;    that  he   cenfur'd   and   oppos'd 

the 

A  Jhort    L  E  T  A  N  I  E, 

From  this  prelatical  pride  and  their  lordly  dignities  j 
.   Froni  all  their  fuperllitious  vanities,  and  Pcpifh  cere- 
monies ; 

From  their  late  inriovation5  and  mifchievous  policies^ 

From  the  Curfed  oath  e:<.  offtc'.o^  and  high  commiffioxi 
cruelties; 

From  their  Romilh  clergy,  and  the  peoples  unfufFera- 
ble  miferies ; 

From  their  grcedv  gainful  vifitations,  and  the  church- 
wardens enforced  perjuries ; 

From  thtir  moft  corrupt  courts,  and  their  vexing  fla- 
verics  •, 

From  all  their  fruitlefs  ihadows,  and  hypocritical  for- 
iralitics; 

From  their  hatred  and  malice  againft  Chrift's  appoint- 
ed ordinances  j 

From  their  needlefly  devifed  and  trouhlefome  confor- 
mities ; 

From  all  their  illegal  proceedings,  and  oppreffing  ty- 
rannies ; 

From  their  finful   fynods,  and  all  their  papal  hierar- 
chy ; 

From  Ahaddon  and  Apo.lyov^    with    thefr   priefts,  je- 

fuits,  their  favourites,  and  all  their  furious  blafphemersi 

Good  Lord,  ddiver  us  (j^).  ig)  Sbrrt 

View  cf  the 

From  this  little  fatyr  appears  how   ill    beloved,  yea  church  of     l/* 
hated,  thefe  men   were,  how   tyrannical  and  cruel  they  England,  p. 
were  deem'd  !     To  oppofe  theie   then  muft  have  been  39*  4^o. 
meritorious ;  to  fcreen  fuch  as  were  opprels'd  by   them, 
humane  and  charitable.     Crorniiell  did  this  as  much  as 
lay  in  his  power.     Whtfn  the  puritans  werclike  to  come    .„ 
into  trouble,  he  would   attend  on  Dr.  Williumi^  bi(hop']jps'sLite'of 
of  Lincoln.^  at   Bugden^  and    fpeak   in   their  behalf  [h).  WiiUanis,     \/ 
What  his  fuccefs  was  appears  not:  probably  but  fmall,  P'*9°.8i'o. 
for  Williams  being  joftled  out  of  favour  by  the  arts  of  i^cg.  ''^^ 
E  Laud, 
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•    the  court-prelates ;  and  even  preferr'd  freedom 
in  a  foreign  land  (m)  to  the  flavery  and  op- 

prefTion 

Laud,  and  Buckingham,  to  the  latter  of  whom  he  had 
been  a  fervile  tool,  was  fearful  of  (hewing  favour,  left 
his  adverfary  might  get  a  farther  advantage  over  him. — 
In  the  parliament  1628,  we  find  Cromwell  in  a  '  com- 

*  mittee  concerning  the    pardons  granted  by  the  King 

*  \^Charles'\  fmce  the  laftfeflion,  to  certain  perfons  quef- 

*  tioned  in  parliament.  And  we  are  told  that  he  in- 
'  form'd  the  houfe  what  countenance  the  bifhop  oi  fVin- 
'  chefler  did  give  to  forne  perfons  that  preached  flat  po- 
'  p£'"y»  ^"^  mentioned  the  perfons  by  name,  and  how 

*  by  this  bifhop's  means,  Manwaring  (who  by  cenfure 

*  the  laft  parliament,  was  difabled  for  ever  holding  any 
«,  ecclefiaftical  dignity  in  the  church,  and  confeffed  the 

*  juftice  of  that  cenfure)  is  neverthelefs  preferred  to  a 
(i)  Rufli-  '  rich  living.  If  thefe  be  the  fteps  to  church-prefer- 
worth'sCol-  '  ment  (faid  he)  what  may  we  expect  (;')  ?'  But  ,thefe 
leanms.vol.  efforts  of  his,  as  well  as  of  the  greateft  and  beft  men 
folio.  Lend.  »"  ^^  houfe  of  commons,  v/ere  ineffectual.  They  were 
1659.  protected  by  Charles,  who  would  rather  diflblve  a  par- 
liament, than  degrade  a  court-prerogative-bifliop. 

(m)  He  prefcrt'd  freedom  in  a  foreign  land  to  the  flavery 
and  opprejfion  which  were  ccntinually  increafing  ot  home.] 
Charles  I.  and  his  minilters  were  bent  on  introducing 
uniformity  in  religion,  and  defpoiifm  in  the  ftate.  They 
met  with  oppofition  in  parliaments — and  therefore  par- 
liaments for  a  long  courfe  of  years  were  laid  afide.  Pri- 
vate perfons  fpoke  and  wrote  againit  the  meafures  pur- 
fued;  but  they  got  noihing  for  their  pains  but  fines,  im- 
prifonments,  or  barbarous  corporal  puniiiiments.  The 
courts  of  law  indeed  were  open  — but  they  were  pro- 
perly the  King's  courts.  The  prerogative  was  what  they 
maintain'd  and  enlarged  to  the  utmoft  of  their  power, 
and  no  man  had  a  chance  to  fucceed  in  them,  who 
would  not  fubmit  to  it.  In  Ihort,  the  judges  declared 
in  effect  that  the  King's  will  was  law,  and  that  the  pro- 
perty of  the  fubjeiSt,  was  indeed  his.     After  Hampden'& 

ftand 
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prefTion   which   were  continually  increafing 


at 


ftand  in  the  great  cafe  of  (hip-money,  and  the  infamous 
determination  of  the  much  greater  part  of  the  bench, 
all  was  profound  filence ;  a  dead  calm  fucceeded  ;  every 
one  look'd  about  him  for  a  place  of  refuge  and  retreat 
from  the  iron  hand  of  power.  For  it  was  manifeft  there 
was  no  redrefs,  and  that  the  men  at  the  helm  were  for 
an  unrelenting  fever  ty.  Let  us  hear  Laud^  in  his  epiftle 
dedicatory  to  his  matter.  '  God  forbid  I  fiiould  ever 
'  offer  to  perfwade  a   perfecution  in  any  kind,  or  prac- 

*  tife  it  in  the  leaft.— r — But  on  the  other  fide,  God  for- 
'  bid  too,  that  your  Majefty  (houFd    let  both  laws  and 

*  difcipline  fleep  for  fear  of  the  name  of  perfecution, 
'  and  in  the  mean  time  let  Mr.  Fi/her  and  his  fellows 
'  angle  in  all  parts  of  your  dominions  for  your  fubjccts. 

*  If  in  your  grace  and  goodnefs  you  will  fpare  their 
'  perfons :  yet  I  humbly  befeech  you  to  fee  to  it,  that 

*  they  be  not  fuftered  to  lay  either  their  weels,  or  bait 

*  their  hook«,  or  caft  their  nets  in  every  ftream,  left 

*  that  tentation  grow  both  too  general,  and  too  (irons;* 

*  Now  as    I  would   humbly  befeech  your  Majefty 

'  to  keep  a  ferious  watch  upon  thefe  fiftiermcn, fo 

*  1  would  not  have  you  negleiS  another  fort  of  anglers 
'  in  a  ftiallower  water.    For  they  have  fome  ill  nets  too. 

*  And  if  they  may  fpread  them,  when,  and  where  they 

*  will,  God  knows  what  may  become  of  it.  Thefe 
'  have  not  fo  ftrong  a  back  abroad,  as  the  Romanics 

*  have,  but  that's  no  argument  to  fuft'er  them  to  increafe. 

*  They  may  grow  to  equal  ftrength  with  number.     And 

*  fa£tious  people,  at  home,  of  what  feci  or  fond  opi- 

*  nion  foever  they  be,  are  not  to  be  negle6lcd.     Partly 

*  becaufe  they  are  fo  nearj  and  'tis  ever  a   dangerous 

*  fire,  that   begins  in   the   bed    ftraw  -,   and   partly,  be- 

*  caufe  all  thofe  domeftick  evih-,  which  threaten  a  rent 
'  in  church  or  ftate,  are  with  far  more  fafety  prevented 
'  by  wifdom,  than  puniflied  by  juftice.'  "Ihus  fpeaks 
the  great  diredtor  of  aftairs  to  his  mafter.  A  little  af- 
terwards, he  fays,  '  I  know  it  ii  a  great  eufe  to  let  every 

E  i  *  thing 
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at  home.     But  his  intentions  were  fruftrated^ 

and. 


thing  be  as  it  will,  and  every  man  believe,  and  do  as 
he  lift.  But  whether  governors  in  ftate  or  church  do 
their  duty  therewhile,  is  eafily  feen,  fince  this  is  an 
efFe<St  of  no  King  in  Ifraei,  The  church  of  Chrift 
upon  earth  may  be  compared  to  a  hive  of  bees,  and 
that  can  be  no  where  fo  ftcadily  plac'd  in  this  world, 
but  it  will  be  in  fome  danger.  And  men  that  care 
neither  for  the  hive  nor  the  bees,  have  yet  a  great 
mind  to  the  honey.  And  having  once  tafted  the 
iwects  of  the  churches  maintenance,  fwallow  that  for 
honey,  which  one  day  will  be  more  bitter  than  gall 
in  their  bowels.  Now  the  King  and  the  prieft,  more 
than  any  other,  are  bound  to  look  to  the  integrity  of 
the  church  in  doftrine  and  manners,  and  that  in  the 
firtt  place.  For  that's  by  far  the  beft  honey  in  the 
hive.  Bjt  in  the  fecond  place,  they  muft  be  careful 
of  the  churches  maintenance  too,  elfe  the  bees  fhall 
make  honey  for  others,  and  have  none  left  for  their 
own  necefl'ary  fuftenance,  and  then  all's  Joft.  For 
we  fee  it  in  daily  and  common  ufe,  that  the  honey  is 
not  taken  from  the  bees,  but  they  are  deltrovcd  firft. 
Now  in  this  great  and  bufy  work  the  King  and  the 
prieft  muft  not  fear  to  put  their  hands  to  the  hive, 
though  they  be  fure  to  be  <lung.  And  ftung  by  the 
bees,  whofe  hive  and  houfe  they  preferve.  It  was 
King  David's  cafe,  (God  grant  it  be  never  yours) 
They  came  about  me  (faith  the  rfalm  ii8)  like  bees. 
This  was  hard  uf.!ge  enough,  yet  fome  profit,  fome 
honey  might  thus  be  gotten  in  the  end  :  and  that's  the 
King's  cale.  But  when  it  comes  to  the  prieft,  the 
cafe  is  alter'd  ;  They  come  about  him  like  wafps,  or 
like  hornets  rather ;  all  fting,  and  no  honey  there. 
And  all  this  many  times  for  no  oftence,  nay  fome- 

times  for  fervice   done  ihcm,  would   they  fee  it. 

Now  one  thing  more  let  n:e  be  bold  to  obferve  to  your 
Majefty,  in  Jjarticular,  concerning  your  great  charge, 
ihe  church  of  E/2£lan J.     'Tis  in  an   hard  condition. 

'She 
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And,  with   the   reft  of  the  nation,   he  w^s 

made 


^  She  profeffes  the  anticnt  catholick  faith  ;  and  yet  the 
'  RomanKt  condemns  her  of  novelty   in   her  doCirine. 

*  She  practifes  church  government,  as  it   hath   been  in 

*  ufe  in  all  ages,  and  in  all  places,  where  the  church  of  • 

*  Chrifi  hath  taken  any  rootiiig,  both  in,  and  ever  fince 
'  the  Apoftles  time- ;    and  yet  the  fepcratift  condemns 

*  her  for  antichriftianifm,  in  her  difcipline.     The  plain 
'  truth  is,  fhe  is    between    thefe  two   failions,  as  be- 

*  tween    two  milftonesj  and  unlefs  your  Majefty  look 

*  to  it,  to  whofe  trufl  (he  is  committed,  fhe'l)  be  ground 

*  to  powder,  to  an  irreparable  both  difhonour,  and  lofs 

*  to  this  kingdoqi.  And  'tis  very  remarkable,  that 
'  while  both  thefe  prefs  hard  upon  the  church   oi  Eng- 

*  land,  both  of  them  cry    out    upon  perfecution,  like  ,^^  ^  .. 

'  froward  children,  which  fcratch,  and  kick,  and  bite,  tjon  to  his 

*  and  yet  cry   out  all   the  while,  as  if  themfelves  were  conference 

'  killed  [k):     Thefe  pafTages,  long  as  they  are,  will  be  "^]'^l]^^''' 
deem'd  curious  by  many.     They  difcover  the  man,  and  Folio. 
his  meafures,  and  fiicw  what  his  adverfaries  had  to  ex-  Lond.  1673. 
pe£t.     Lord  Straffordc^  though  of  a  much  more  elevated 
underflanding,  came  not  a  whit  behind   the  prelate   in 
rigour.     His   own  account   of  part   of  a  fpeech   at  the 
council  board,  in  England,  written  to  his  intimate  friend. 
Sir  Chrijicpher  JVandesford,  mafter  of  the    roils    in    Ire^ 
land^  will  fully  fliew  this.     1  will  give  his  juflification 

of  himfelf,  en  the  accufation  of  rigour,  at  large.— '  X 

'  craved  admiffion  to  juflify  myielf  in  fomc  particulars, 
'  wherein  I  had  been  very  undefervedly  and  bloodily  tra- 

*  duc'd.  So  1  related  unto  them  all  that  had  part  her 
'  twixt  myfelf.  Earl  of  .S/.  Albans,  IVHimt,  Mountn:rrii^ 

*  Piers^  Crq/b)',  and  the  jury  of  Gallway,  that  hereupon 

*  touching  and  rubbing  in  the  courfe  of  my  fervice  upon 
'  their  particulars,  themfelves  and  friends  have  endea- 
'  voured  to  poflefs   the  world,    1    was  a  fevere  and  an 

*  auftere  hard-conditioned  man,  rather  indeed  a   bafha 

*  of  Buda,  than  the  miniller  of  a  pious  and  chriflian 

*  King.     Howbeit,   if  I  were  not- much  miftaken  in 

E  3  'my- 
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made  to  feel  and  fear  the  yoke  of  tyfanny. 

We 


myfelf,  it  was  qut^e  tfit  cohtrary,  no  man  could  fhew 
wherein  I  had  exprelFed  it  in  my  nature,  no  friend  I 
had  would  charge  me  with  it  in  my  private  converfa- 
tion,  no  creature  had  found  it  in  the  managing  of  my 
own  private  affairs,  fo  as  if  I  ftood  clear  "in  all  thefe 
refpe£^s,  it  was  to  be  confefled  by  anv  equal  mind 
that  it  was  not  any  thing  within,  but  the  ncceflity  of 
his  Majefties  fervice,  which  enforced  me  into  a  feem- 
ing  ftrictnefs  outvt-ardly.  And  that  was  the  reafon  in- 
deed, for  where  I  found  a  crown,  a  church,  and  a 
people  fpoil'd,  I  could  not  imagine  to  redeem  them 
from  under  the  preflure  with  gracious  fmiles  and  gentle 
looks,  it  would  coll  warmer  water  than  fo.  True  it 
was^  that  where  a  dominion  was  once  gotten  and  fet- 
tled, it  might  be  fiayed  and  kept  where  it  was  by  foft 
and  moderate  counfels,  but  where  a  fovereignty  (be  it 
fpoken  with  reverence)  was  going  down  the  hill,  the 
nature  of  men  did  fo  eafily  Aide  into  the  paths  of  un- 
controul'd  liberty;'  as  it  would  not  be  brought  back 
without  ftrength,  not  to  be  forced  up  the  hTll  again 
but  by  vigour  and  force.  And  true  it  was  indeed,  I 
knew  no  other  rule  to  govern  by,  but  by  reward  and 
puni/hment,  and  I  muft  profefs  that  where  I  found  a 
perfon  well  and  intirely  fet  for  the  fervice  of  my  maf- 
ter,  I  fhould  lay  my  hand  under  his  foot,  and  add  to 
his  refpeft  and  power  all  I  might,  and  that  where  I 
found  the  contrarj',  I  fhould  not  handle  him^  in  my 
arms,  or  footh  him  in  his  untoward  humour,  but  if  he 
came  in  my  reach,  fo  far  as  honour  and  juftlce  would 
warrant  me,  I  mufl  knock  him  foundly  over  the 
knuckles,  but  no  fooner  he  become  a  new  man,  ap- 
ply himfelf  as  he  ought  to  the  government,  but  I  alfo 
change  my  temper,  2nd  exprefs  myfelf  to  him,  as 
unto  that  other,  by  all  the  good  offices  I  could  do  him. 
If  this  be  fharpnefs,  if  this  be  fcverity,  I  defired  to  be 
hetttt  inflru£ted  by  his  Majefty  and  their  lordfhips, 
for  in  truth  it  did  not  feem  fo  to  xne;  however,  if  I 

*  were 
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We  know  little  more   of  CromwelPs  ac- 
tions, 

*  were  once  told,  that  his  Majefty  liked  not  to  be  thus 

*  ferved,  I  would  readily  conform    myfelf,    follow   the 

*  bent  and  current  of  my  own  difpofition,  which  is  to 

*  be  quiet,  not  to  have  debates  and  difputes   with  any. 

*  Here  his  Majefty  interrupted  me  and  faid,  that  was  no 
'  feverity,  wifhed  me  to  go  on  in  that  way  j  for,   if  I 

'  ferved  him  otherwife,   I  fhould    not   ferve  him  as  he  ,«  i^^^^^^ 

*  expelled    from    me  (/).'     Thus  it  was  the  welfare  of  and  Dif- 
the  church,  and  theneceffity  of  his  Majefty's  fervice,  re-  patches,  vol, 
quired  perfecution  and  oppreffion,  and  forc'd  thefe  men,  "'  ^'  *°* 

if  you'll  believe  them,  to  a6l  contrary  to  their  own  in- 
clinations.  But  whatever  was  the  occafion,  the  go- 
vernment, of  which  they  had  the  chief  diredlion,  was 
very  fevere.  '  The  fevere  cenfures  in  the  ftar- chamber, 
'  and  the  greatness  of  the  fines,  and  the  rigorous  pro- 

*  ceedings  to  impofe  ceremonies,  the  fufpending  and 
'  filencing   multitudes  of  minifters,  for  not  reading  in 

*  the  church  the  book  for  fports  to  be  exercis'd   on  the 

*  Lord's  day,  caufed  martv  of  the  nation  both  minifters 
'  and  others  to  fell   their  eftates  and  to  fet  fail  for  New 

'  England,  where  they  held  a  plantation  by  patent  from  ("0  Rufh- 

*  the  King  (m):     <-  The  Lord  Brosh,  and  the  Lord  Sav  ^r""'''  ^°'- 

*  and  Seafe  had  ailually  pitched  upon  a  fpor  in  New 
'  Eng!artdy  whither  they  purpofed  to  tranfport  them- 
'  felves,  when    the   excefles  of  the  court  threatned  de- 

*  ftru£tion  to  the  freedom  of  their  coimtry.     In  1635, 

*  the    two  lords  fent  over  Mr.  George  Fenxvicke  to  pre- 

'  pare  a  retreat   for    them  and  their  friends,  in  confe-  („)  Wal- 

*  quence  of  which  a  little  town  was  built,  and  called  by  pole's  Cata- 
'  their  joint  names  Saybrooke  («).'     Among  others,  thus  'j^o"ji°nj 
inclined,  was   the  patriot  Hampden,  and  his  coufm  OH-  Noble  Au- 
ver  Cromwell  {0) '.  but  being   on   board  they  were  ftop'd  thors,  vol.  j. 
by  a   proclamation,  whereby  *  all  merchants,  mafters  j!j^o ',-(.q 

*  and  owners  of  {hips  were  forbidden  to  fet   forth  any  (0)  Ncale's* 

*  (hip   or   (hips   with  pafTengers,  till  they  firft  obtained  Hiftory  of 

*  fpecial    licence  on  that  behalf  from  fuch  of  the  lords  \l^^^  p"\2. 
'  of  his  Majefties  privy  council  as  were  appointed  for  voi.'ii.gvo. 

J£   4  *   the  Lond.  1733, 
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tions,  (his  oppofition  to  the  draining  (n)  of 
the  fens,  pro;eded  by  a  powerful  nobieman, 
excepted)    till    the     parHament   fummoned, 

through 

*  the  bufinefs  of  foreign  plantations.*  Nothing  could 
be  more  barbarous  than  this  !  To  impofe  laws  on  men 
which  in  confcience  they  thought  they  could  not  com- 
ply with  ;  to  punifh  them  for  their  non-complyance,  and 
continually  revile  them  as  undutiful  and  difobedient  fub- 
jecls  by  reafon  thereof,  and  yet  not  permit  them  peace- 
ably to  depart  and  enjoy  their  own  opinions  in  a  diftant 
part  of  the  world,  yet  dependant  on  the  fovereign :  tp 
do  all  this,  was  bafe,  barbarous  and  inhuman.  Buj: 
perfecuiors  of  all  ages  and  nations  are  near  the  fame  ; 
they  are  without  the  feelings  and  without  the  under- 
ftandings  of  men.  Cro'/nwell  cr  Hampden  could  have 
given  little  oppofition  to  the  meafures  oi  Charles  in  the 
wilds  of  AV/A  /America.  In  Er gland  they  engag'd  with 
fpirit  againft  him,  and  he  had  reafon  to  repent  his  hin- 
jdring  their  voyage.  May  fuch  at  ail  times  be  the  re- 
ward of  thofe  who  attempt  to  rule  over  their  fellow  men 
with  rigour:  may  they  find  that  they  will  not  be  flaves 
to  Kings  or  prieRs  !  But  that  thev  know  the  rights, 
by  nature  conferr'd  on  them,  and  will  aflert  them!  This 
Will  make  princes  cautious  how  they  give  themfelves  up 
to  arbitrary  counfels,  and  dread  the  confequences  of 
them.  And  may  every  minifter,  who  forgets  or  tram- 
ples on  the  laws  of  hurrtanity,  have  his  charadler  at  ieafl: 
as  much  branded  a>  are  S:ri:ffcrde\  and  Laud's. 

(n)  He  (ppofed  the  draining  of  the  fen,  C5V.  ]  The 
fenny  country  reaches  fixty  eight  miles  from  the  borders 
of  Suffolk,  t6  Wai'ijieet  in  Lincohjhirey  and  contains  feme 
millions  of  acres  in  the  four  counties  of  Cambridge.,  Hiin- 
tingtov,  Ncrihamptcn  and  LincJ.n.  The  draining  of  it 
had  frequently  been  confidered  and  debated  in  Parliament 
in  former  tim^s ;  but,  though  deem'd  pfeful,  was  laid 
afide,  through  fear  that  it  would  foon  return  to  its  old 
ftate,  like  the  Pontine  niarflies  in  Italy .^  after  their  drain- 
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through  neceffity,  by  Charles  I.  in  November , 
one  thoufand  fix  hundred   and  forty  j  a  par- 
liament ever  memorable  in  the  Britifi  an- 
nals! 

ing  (/)).    *  The  Earl  of  Bedford,  and  divers  of  the  prin-  ,  ^^  camt- 

*  cipal   gentlemen,    whofe    habitations   confined    upon  den's  Bd- 

*  the  fens,  and  who,  in  the  heat  of  fummer,  fa  v  vaft  tannia 

*  quantities  of  lands,  which  the  frelh  waters  overflowed  ^^j    •'  ""» 
^  in  the  winter,  lie  dry  and  green,  or  drainable :   wbe-  4S9,  49c. 

*  ther  it  was  publick  fpirir,  or  private  advantage,  which  ^°^-  Load. 

*  led  them  thereunto,  a  ftranger  cannot  determine  ;  they  '''*** 

*  make  propofijions  unto  the  King  to  iiTue  out  commif- 

*  fions  of  fewers   to  drain  thofe  lands,  and  offer  a  pro- 

*  portion  freely  to  be  given  to  the  crown  for  its  coun- 

*  tenance  and  authority  therein :  and  as  all  thefe  great 
*,  and  publick  works  muft  neceflarily  concern  multitudes 

*  of  perfons,  who  wjU  never  think  they  have  exa£t  juf- 

*  tice  done  to  them  for  that  fmail  pretence  of  right  they 

*  have  unto  fome  commons  ^  fo  the  commiflioners,  let 

*  them   do  what  they   can,    could  never  fatisfy  fuch  a 

*  body  of  men.     And   now   the  King   is  declared   the 

*  principal    undertaker  for   the  draining  ;   and   by    thus 

*  time    the  vulgar   are  grown  clamorous  againft  thefe 

*  firft   popular   lords  and    undertakers,  who  had  joined 

*  with  the  King  in  the  fecond  undertaking,  though  they 

*  had  much  better  provifions  for  them  than  their   inte- 

*  reft  was  ever  before  :  and  the  commiflioners  muft  by 

*  multitudes  and  clamours  be  withftood  ;  and,  as  a  head 

*  of  this  faiStion,    Mr.  Cnmwell,    in  the  year  1639,  at 

*  Huntington,  appears  ;  which  made  his  aiflivity  fo  weD 
'*  known  to  his  friend  and  kinfm^n,  }Av.- Hampden,   that 

*  he,    in  this  parliament,   gave  a  character  of  Cromwell, 

'■  of  being  an  aiflive  perfon,  and  one  that  would  fit  well  ,  ^  ^^j._ 

*  at  the  mark  (y).' Dugda'e  tells  us,  '  his  boldnefi  w:ck,  p. 

*  and  eloquence  in  this   bufinefs   gained   him  io  much  ^S^- 

*  credit,  as  that,  foon  after,  being  neceflitated,  through 
/  his  low  condition,  to  quit  a  country  farm,  which  he 
^  held  at  St.  Ives,  and  betake  himfelf  to  mean  loJg- 
'  ings  in  Cambridge,   the  fchifmatical  party  there  chofe 

'  him 
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nals !  ever  to  be  celebrated  and  admired  by 
the  lovers  of  liberty,  for  its  refolution,  firm- 

nefs 


*  him  a  burgef?,    for  their  corporation,  in  that  unhappy 

*  long  parliament,  which  began  at  IVeJlminftcr  the  third 
(')  Short  (  Qf  J^Qvembtr  1640  (r}.'  What  were  Cromwell's  mo- 
J^r*  ^*      t'^'^s  to  oppofe  the  drainings  of  the  fens   is  hard,  at 

this  diftance   of  time,    to  fay.     Ignorance   of  its   uti- 
lity,   fuppos'd    injury   to    the    common   people,    who 
paftured  their  cattle  there,  or  a   defire   of  Ingratiating 
himfeif  with   the    country  to  whom   this   project    was 
odious,    may  fcparately  or  jointly  have  occaAoned   it. 
However  his  fuccefsful  oppofition  gave  his  enemies  an 
occafion  afterwards  to   dignify   him   with    the  title  of 
(j)  Mercu-    *  Lord  of  the  Fenns  (j).'     The  reader  may  perhaps  be 
Nov  °,*'"^'  pleafed  to  hear,  that,   long  fince  the  times   I  am  now 
1643.  writing    cf,    '  the  county    of  Camlridge  hath   received 

*  a   very    confiderable    improvement,    by   draining  the 

*  fens  in  the  ifle  of  Ely,  a  work  that  was  carried  on  at 

*  a  vail  expence,  but  has  at  laft  turned   to  double  ac- 

*  count,  both  in  gaining  much  ground,    and  mending 

*  the  reft ;  and  alfo  in  refining  and  clearing  the  air  of 
(^7  Glbfon's  J  ^^j^  country  (/).'     It  were  to  be  wiftied  we  had  more 

CamWen,  cry.-  o-  ■  •  l. 

vol.  i.  p,       of  fuch   improvements. bince  writmg  the  above, 

479'  I  find  an  a6t  of  parliament,  palTed  in  the  year  1649,  for 
draining  the  grent  level  of  the  fens.  In  the  preamble 
of  this  a£l  it  is  faid,  ^  That  whereas  the  faid  great  le- 
'  vel,  by  reafon  of  frequent  overflowings  of  the  rivers 
'  have  been   of  fmall  and    uncertain   profit,    but 

*  (if  drained)  may   be  improved  and   made    profitable, 
'  and  of  great  advantage  to  the  commonwealth,  and  the 

*  particular  owners,  i^c. And  whereas  Francis,  late 

*  Earl   of  Bedford^  did  undertake  the  faid  work,  and 

*  had  ninety-five  thoufand  acres,  parcel  of  the  faid  great 

*  level,  decreed  and  fet  forth,  in  OSlo'^ery  in  the  thir- 

*  teenth  year  of  the  reign  of  the  late  King  Charles,  in 

*  recompenfe  thereof;  and  he  and  his  participants,  and 

*  their  heirs  and  affigns,  have    made  a   good    progrefs 

*  therein,  with  expence  of  great  and  vaft  fums  of  mo- 

»  ney  j 
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nefs  and  public  fpirit !  In  this  memorable 
period  Olher  joined  the  glorious  band  (o)  of 

pa- 

*  ncy; — but  by  reafon  of  fome  late  interruptions,  the  works 
'  there  made  have  fallen  into  decay  :  Be  it  therefore  enaft- 
'  ed  and  ordained,  that  IViiiiam^  now  Earl  of  Bedford^ 

*  &c.  in  recompence  of  the  aforefaid  charge  and  ad- 

*  venture,  and  for  bearing  the  charge  of  draining,  and 

*  maintaining  the  works  from   time  to  time,  fhall  have 

*  and  enjoy  the  faid  whole  ninety-five  thoufand  acres.' 
Oliver  Cromwell^  Lieutenant-Gcneral,  is  appointed  one 
of  the  commifiioners,  to  hear,  determine,  order,  ad- 
judge and  execute  all  fuch  things  as   are  prefcribed   by 

this   a£l. Another  adl  pafTed  May  26,    1654,  under  .  ^  Scobeiv 

the  prote£torfliip  of  Crotnwell,  for  the  fame  purpofe  («).  coileftionof 
From  thefe  acts  of  parliament  it  plainly  appears,   that,  ^^^  ^^^  *'^- 
whatever  oppofition  was  made  to  Lord  Bedford^  and  the  MTy^iel'a 
other  undertakers,  yet  it  hindered  not  their  proceedings;  and  May 
that  the  parliament  of  the  commonwealth  of  England  ^654-  F«'- 
was  attentive  to  the  publick  utih'ty  ;  and  that  Crornw^Il    °"  '  *  ^  * 
was  wife  enough  to  overcome  his  prejudices,  and  join 
in  promoting  the  common  good. 

(o)  He  jointd  ihe  gkrioJis  band  of  patriots']  'Tis  well 
known  how  hateful  the  meafures  of  the  court  were  at 
the  meeting  of  this  parliament.  Every  thing  unpopu- 
lar, unjuft  and  odious  had  been  put  in  praiSlice,  in  or- 
der to  be  able  to  do  v/ithout  parliaments,  and  to  rule 
by  will  and  p'leafure.  Thofe  who  had  fuffered  for  their 
oppofttion  to  injuflice  and  tyranny,  were  now  thfe  fa- 
vourites of  the  people.  They  were  applauded  and  ca- 
refled  every  where;  nor  could  any,  with  fafety,  open 
their  mouths  againft  them.  In  this  temper  were  the 
people  when  Charles,  by  dire  neceflity,  was  compelled 
to  call  this  ever-memorable  parliament.  The  people 
rejoiced  ;  they  hoped  the  time  was  now  come  when  they 
might  utter  their  grievances  with  impunity,  and  expert 
redrefs.  Accordingly  they,  for  the  moll:  parr,  took 
great  care  in  the  choice  of  their  reprefentatives,  as 
efteeming  it  of  the  urmoft  importance  to  their  religion 
and  liberties.  Whoever  hoped  for  ihc  honour  of  a 
8  feat 
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patriots,  who  wifhed  well  to  their  king,  their 
country,  their  religion  and  laws.     Here,   air 

moll: 


feat  in  parliament  mufl:,  at  leaft,  have  promifed  fair, 
and  appeared  hearty  in  the  caufe  of  his  country.  Men 
pf  this  character  were  not  wanting  j  and,  tliough  feme 
friends  to  tyranny,  and  future  apoftates,  found  means 
to  enter,  the  majority  were  honeft  and  upright,  of  fair 

intentions    and    firm    refolutions. Lord    Clare  idovy 

fpeaking  of  them,  fays,  '  In  the  houfe  of  commons 
'  were  many  perfons  of  wifdom  and  gravity,  who  be- 

*  ing  poflefied  of  great  and  plentiful  fortunes,  though 

*  they  were  undevoted  enough  to  the  court,  had  all  ima- 

*  ginable  duty  for  the  King,  and  afFe£lion  for  the  go- 

*  vernment  eftablifhed  by  law  or  antient  cuftomj  and, 

*  without  doubt,  the   major  part  of  that  body  confifted 

*  of  men   who  had  no  mind  to  break  the  peace  of  the 

*  kingdom,  or  to  make  any  conliderablc  alteration   in 

*  the  government  of  church  and  itatc  ;  and  therefore 
'  all  inventions  were  fet  on  foot  from  the  beginning  to 
'  work  on  them  and  corrupt  them,  by  fuggeftions  *'  of  the 

*  dangers  which  threatened  all  that  was  precious  to  the 

*  fubje£l  in  their  liberty  and  their  property,  by  over- 

*  throwing  or   overmaftering   the   jaw,  and   fubjetfling 

*  it  to  an  arbicrarv  power,  and  by  countenancing  pope- 

*  ry  to  the  fubverfjon  of  the  proteftant  religion  ;"  and 

*  then,  by  infufing  terrible  apprehenfions  into  fome,  and 

*  fo    working   upon    their   fears    ••*  of  being   called  -  in 

*  queftion    for    fomewhat    they   had  done,    by   which 

*  they  would  ftand  in  need  of  their  protection  ;"  and 
'  raifmg  the  hopes  of  others,  "that,   by  concurring  with 

*  them,  they  fhould  be  fure  to  obtain  offices,  and  hq- 

*  nours,  and  any  kind    of  preferment."     Though  there 

*  were  too  many  corrupted  and  miflcd  by  thele  feve- 

*  ral  temptations,  and  others  who  needed  no  other 
'  temptauons  than  from  the  iiercenefs  of  their  own  na- 

*  tures,  and  the  malice  they  had  contracted  againfl:  the 

*  church  and  againft  the   court;  yet  the  number  was 

*  not  great  of  thofe  in  whom  the  government  of  the 

'reft 
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mod  immediately,  Cromwell  was  appointed  of 
a  committee,  w ith  Mr ^  Ham fde/j,  Mr.  Stroode, 

Alder- 

*  reft  was  vefted,  nor  were  there  many  who  had  the 

*  abfoluteauthority  to  lead,  though  there  was  a  multitude  (,y)  Hiftory 
'  difpofed  to  follow  (^).'  What  their  views  and  defigns  "^  the  Re- 
were,  the  fame  author  tells  us 'There  was  oblerved  /  '°"47 

*  a  marvellous  elated  countenance  in  many  of  the  mem- 

*  hers  of  parliament  before  they  met  together  in  the 
'  houfe  ;  the  fame  men  who,  fix  months  before,    were 

*  obferved  to  be  of  very  moderate  tempers,  and  to  wiih 

*  that  gentle  remedies  might  be  applied,  without  open- 

*  ing  the  wound  too  wide,  and  fexpofmg  it  to  the  air, 
'  and  rather  to  cure  what  was  amifs,  than  too  ftridtly 
'  to  make  inquifition  into  the  caules  and  original  of  th^ 
'  malady,  talked  now  in  another  dialeiSt  both  of  things 

*  and  perfons ;  and  faid  that  they  muft  now  be  of  ano- 
'  ther  temper  than  they  were  the  laft  parliament ;  that 

*  they  muft  not  only  fweep  the  houfe  clean  below,  buc 

*  muft  pull  down  all  the  cobwebs  which  hung  in  the 

*  top  and  corners,  that  they  might  not  breed  duft,  and 
'  fo  make  a  foul  hou!e  hereafter ;  that  they  had  now  an 
'  opportunity   to    make   their  country  happy,    by   [t- 

*  moving  all  grievances,    and  pulling  up   the  caufcs  of 

*  them  by  the  roots,  if  all  men  would  do  their  duties ; 

*  and  ufed  much  other  ftiarp  difcourfe  to.  the  fame  j:ur- 

*  pofe  (;»).'     And    what    is   there    marvellous   in   this  f  '^' ^"^^  P'* 
Thefe  men  had,    by    very  late    and  frefh  experience, 

found  that  the  King  was  cbftinately  bent  on  his  old 
courfes,  cherifhed  the  fame  tools  of  tyranny,  hated  the 
fons  of  freedom,  and  even  dared  to  imprifon  men  for 
doing  their  duty  in  parliament:  I  fay,  they  had  lately 
had  new  proofs  of  it,  and  therefore  were  not  to  be 
blamed  for  their  fliarp  difcoui  fc,  or  (harper  actions. 

Immediately,    on  the  opening  of  this  parliament,   wc 

find  great  complaints  made  of  grievances,  not  only  by 

Mr.  Pymme  (alone  mentioned   by  Clayendcn.^  who  has 

confounded  the  bufinefs  of  grievances  with  Lord  Straf. 

ford/s  affiiir)  but  alfo  by   Mr.  Caj>il,  afterwards  Lord 

Cutely 
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Alderman  Fennington^  Sir  Edruoard  Hunger- 
fordy  Mr.  KtrtoHy  Mr.  Holies^  Mr.  Valentine^ 

Mr. 

Capel,    Sir  Henry  Bella/is^    Sir  yo^f'w  ^f^'oyy  Sir   //z^£^ 

Ch'Jmely,  Sir  Philip  Mujgrave^  Sir  Francii  Seymcur,  Sir 

y^An  faciinrton^  Sir  "fhomai  Banington^  Sn  yjj»  Co'r- 

pepper,  and    others.     The  grievances    were  threefold ; 

I.  feme  againft  the  privilege  of  parliament  j  2.  others 

to  the  prejudice  of  religion  j  and,  3.  another  fort  againft 

the   liberty   of  the  fubje£t.     The/e  were  enlarged    on 

with  no  unnatural  warmth  j  their  illegality  and  hardfhip 

tnanifeflcd  ;  the  inftruments  of  oppreffion  pointed  our^ 

and  their  demerits  difplayed;  and  remedies  for  removing 

the  grievances  were  mentioned,  viz.  by  declaring  the 

,  ,  „  -      law  where  it  was  doubtful,  and  providing  for  the  exe- 
(x)  Rufh-  ',,  1  -  I  /sAj  L 

worth,  vol.  cution  ot  the  law  where  it  was  clear  (z).    And  to  the 

iv.  p.  21 —    honour  of  the  houl'e  of  commons  it  muft  be  fjid,  that 
*^*  they  went  briskly  to  work,  and  accomplifiied  many  of 

their  good  intentions,  uninfluenced  by  hope,  unawed 
by  fear.  They  impeached  the  King's  chief  miniflers, 
Straff'jrde  and  Laud^  and  brought  them  defervedly  to 
the  block  ;  they  declared  the  judgment  of  the  judges 
to  be  falfe  and  illegal  ;  they  abolifhed  thole  vile  courts 
of  the  high-commifEon  and  ftar-chamber,  in  which  fo 
many  oppreflTive  and  cruel  fentences  had  been  palled ; 
they  gave  liberty  to  thofe  in  captivity  for  their  oppofi- 
tion  to  the  prelates  •■,  they  provided  for  the  frequency 
of  parliaments,  the  difufe  of  which  had  given  boldnefs 
to  the  courtiers ;  they  dipt  the  wings  of  the  ecclefiaf- 
tics,  and  brought  them  nearer  to  their  firft  inftitution  ; 
and  they  would  have  done  marry  other  things,  equally 
ufeful  to  that  age  and  pofterity,  had  they  not  been  de- 
ferted  by  fome,  oppofed  by  others,  and  hindered  by  roy- 
al authority.  But  they  continued  their  endeavours  not- 
withftanding,  and,  for  the  public  go  d,  expofed  their 
fortunes,  themfelves,  and  their  polterity,  to  the  civil 
war ;  in  v/hich,  had  they  been  overcome,  they  would 
all  have  been  treated  as  traytors  and  rebels.  Mr.  Ne- 
Hiille  had  reafon  then  for  characterizing  them,  at  lead 

twenty 
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Mr.  Peard,  Lord  Digby,  Mr.  6"/.  John,  Mr. 
Selde?iy    Mr.  Rous,  Mr.  Py;;/,  Mr.  BagfhaiL\ 

and 

twenty   or    thirty    of  them,    *  as   men    of   high    and 

*  unqueftionable  reputation,  who  having  ftood  their 
'  ground  in  feven  parliaments  before,  which,  in 
'  the  two   laft  kings  reigns,    [this    was  wrote   in    the 

*  time  of  Charles  II.]  had   been  difTolved  abruptly  and 

*  in   wrath,  and   having   refifted   the  fear  of  imprifon- 

*  ment  and  great  fines  for  their  love  to  England,  as  well 
'  as   the  temptation   of  money  and  offices  to  betray  it, 

*  both  inferred  by  the  wicked  councellours  of  that  age, 

*  tending  both   to  the  ruin  of  our  jufl:  rights,  and  the 

*  detriment  of  their  mafter's  affairs  ;  1  fay,  having  con- 
'  ftantly,  and  with  great  magnanimity  and  honour, 
'  made  proof  of  their  integrity,   they   had  acquired    lo 

*  great  a  reputation,  that  not  only  the  parliament,  but 

*  even    almoft  the   whole  people,  (luck    to  them  and 

'  were  fwayed    by  them without   fear   of  being  (a)  Plato 

*  deferted,  or,   as  we  fay,  left  in  the  lurch  (o).' Rcdivxvus, 

Let   us  hear  Milton  rehearfing   their   praifes  in  1642.  ,',2^0.  jjed. 
After    having   mentioned   their    birth,   their   education, 

and  their  virtue  unfullicd  amidfl  great  difcouragements 
and   temptations,  he  adds,  *  Thus,  in  the  midit  of  all 

*  difadvantages  and  difrefpeifls    (fome    alfo  at  lalt  not 

*  without  imprifonment  and  open  difgraces  in  the  caufe 
'  of  their  country)  having  given  proof  of  themfelvea 
'  to  be  better  made  and  framed  by  nature  to  the  love 
'  and  pradfice  of   virtue,  than  others,  under  the  holieft 

*  precepts  and  beft  examples,  have  been  hcadffrong  and 
'  prone  to  vice  ;  and  having,  in  all  the  trial  =  of  a  firm 
'  ingrafted  honefty,  not  oftner  buckled    in  the  confii£it 

*  than  given    every   oppofition   the    foil ;    this,  more- 

*  over,  was  added,  by  favour  from  heaven,  as  anorna-    . 

*  ment  and  happinefs  to  their  virtue,  that  it  fliould  be 
'  neither  obfcure,  in  the  opinion  of  men,  nor  eclipfed 

*  for  want  of  matter  equal  to  iiluflrate  itfeif ;  God  and 

*  man  confenting,  in  joint  approbation,  to  cbufe  them 

*  out,  as  worthieft  above  othert;,  to  be  both  the  great    ' 

'  re- 
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and  Mr.  Grimf^ofit  to  take  into  confiderationr 

tiie 


reformers  of  the  church,  and  the  redorers  of  the 
commonwealth.  Nor  did  they  deceive  thatexpe6tation 
which,  with  the  eyes  and  cierires  of  their  country,, 
was  fixt  upoij  them  ;  for  no  fooner  did  the  force  of 
fo  much  united  excellence  meet  in  one  globe  of  bright- 
nefs  and  efHcacy,  but,  encountering  the  dazled  refift- 
ance  of  tyranny,  they  gave  not  over,  though  their 
enemies  were  ftrong  and  futtle,  tifl  they  had  laid  her 
groveling  upon  the  fatal  block  :  with  one  Ilrolce  win- 
ning again  our  loft  liberties  and  charters,  which  our 
forefathers,  after  fo  many  battles,  could  fcarce  main- 
tain. And  meeting  next,  as  I  may  fo  refemble,  with 
the  fecond  life  of  tyranny  (for  fhe  was  grown  an  am- 
biguous monfter,  and  to  be  flain  in  two  fliapes)  guard- 
ed with  fuperftition,  which  hath  no  fmall  power  to 
captivate  the  minds  of  men  otherwife  moft  wife,  they 
neither  were  taken  with  her  mitred  hypocrify,  nor 
terrified  with  the  pufti  of  her  beftial  horns,  but,  break- 
ing them  immediately,  forced  her  to  unbend  the  pon- 
tifical brow,  and  recoil :  which  repulfe,  only  given  to 
the  prelates  (that  we  may  imagine  how  happy  their  re- 
moval would  be)  was  the  producement  of  i'uch  glori- 
ous efFedis  and  confequenccs  in  the  church,  that,  if  I 
fhould  compare  them  with  thofe  exploits  of  higheft 
fame  in  poems  and  panegyrics  of  old,  I  am  certain  it 
would  but  diminifti  and  impair  their  worth,  who  are 
now  my  argument ;  for  thofe  antient  worthies  deli- 
vered men  from  fuch  tyrants  as  were  content  to  in- 
force  only  an  outward  obedience^  letting  the  mind  be 
as  free  as  it  could  j  but  thefe  have  fieed  us  from  a 
do6irine  of  tyranny  that  offered  violence  and  corrup- 
tion even  to  the  inward  perfwafion  ;  they  fet  at  liber- 
ty nations  and  cities  of  men,  good  and  bad  mixed  to- 
gether j  but  thefe,  opening  the  prifons  and  dungeons, 
called  out  of  darknefs  and  bonds  the  elcdt  martyrs  and 
witnefles  of  their  Redeemer :  they  reftored  the  body 
to  eafe  and  wealth ;  but  thefe  the  opprelTed  confciencc 

»  ta 
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the  petitions  of  Lehhion  and  Lilburn  *,  who  •>"»-naisof 

r  O  •»  ths  houfe  of 

nad  commons, 
Nov.  9, 
1640. 

*  to  that  freedom  which  is  the  chief  prerogative  of  the 

*  Gofpel ;  talcing  off  thofe  cruel  burthens  impofed   not 

*  by  neceffity,  as  other  tyrants  are  wont  for  the  fafe- 

*  guard  of  their  hves,  but  laid  upon  our  necks  by  the 

*  llrange  wiffulnefs   and   wantonnefs  of  a   needlefs  and 

*  jolly  perfecutor  called  indifference.  Laftly,  Some  of 
'  thofe  ancient  deliverers  have  had  immortal  praifes, 
'  for  preferving  their  citizens  from  a  famine  of  corn ; 
'  but   thefe,  by   this  only  repulfe  of  an   unholy  hierar- 

*  chy,  almoft    in   a  moment   replenifhed    with    faving 

*  knowledge  their  country,  nigh  'famifhed  for  want  of 

«  that  which  fhould  feed  their  fouls  (^)."  This  is  very  ff^^^^''^^"'" 
julf,  and  admirably  exprefied  ;  however,  'tis  but  juf-  Works,  vol, 
tice  to  the  reader,  to  let  him  know  that  Milton  altered  i-  p-  *3°' 
his  opinion  of  thefe  very  men,  on  account  that  their 
after  proceedings,  in  his  judgment,  were  unfuitable  to 
thefe  glorious  beginnings.  His  words  are  worth  record- 
ng.  *  A  parliament  being  called,  to  redrefs  many 
things,  as  'twas  thought,  the  people,  with  great  cou- 
rage, and  expectation  to  be  eafed  of  what  difcontent- 
ed  them,  chofe  to  their  behoof  in  parliament,  fuch 
as  they  thought  beft  affe<5led  to  the  public  good,  and 
fome  indeed  men  of  wifdom  and  integrity ;  the  reft, 
(to  be  fure  the  greater  part)  whom  wealth  or  ample 
poffeffions,  or  bold  and  adtive  ambition  (rather  than 
merit)  had  commended  to  the  fame  place.  But  when 
once  the  fuperficial  zeal  and  popular  fumes,  that  a6ted 
their  new  magiftracy,  were  cooled  and  fpent  in  them, 
ftrait  every  one  betook  himfeif  (fetting  the  common- 
wealth behind,  his  private  ends  before)  to  do  as  his 
own  profit  or  ambition  led  him.  'I  hen  was  juftice 
delayed,  and  foon  after  denied  :  fpight  and  favour  de- 
termined all :  hence  faction,  thence  treachery,  both 
at  home  and  in  the  field :  every  where  wrong  and 
oppreflion  :  foul  and  horrid  deeds  committed  daily,  or 
maintained  in  fecret,  or  in  open.  Some  who  had 
been  called  from  ftiops  and  warehoufes,  without  other 
F  '  me- 
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had  been  fo  inhumanly  ufed  for  their  oppofi 

.  tion 


i 


merit,  to  fit  in  fupreme  councils  and  committees  (as 
their  breeding  was)  fell  to  huckfter  the  common- 
wealth. Others  did  thereafter  as  men  could  footh 
and  humour  them  beft  j  fo  he  who  would  give  moft, 
or  under  covert  of  hypocritical  zeal,  infmuate  bafeft, 
enjoyed  unworthily  the  rewards  of  learning  and  fide- 
lity ;  or  efcaped  the  puniHiment  of  his  crimes  and 
mifdeeds.  Their  votes  and  ordinances,  which  men 
looked  fliould  have  contained  the  repealing  of  bad 
laws,  and  the  immediate  conftitution  of  better,  re- 
founded  with  nothing  elfe,  but  new  impofitions,  tax- 
es, excifes ;  yearly,  monthly,  weekly.  Not  to  reck- 
on the  offices,  gifts  and  preferments,    beftowed  and 

ihared  among  themfelves. And,  if  the  ft  ate  were 

in  this  plight,  religion  was  not  in  much  better;  to 
reform  which,  a  certain  number  of  divines  were  cal- 
led, neither  chofen  by  any  rule  or  cuftom  ecclefiaf- 
tical,  nor  eminent  for  either  piety  or  knowledge  above 
others  left  out,  only  as  each  member  of  parliament, 
in  his  private  fancy,  thought  fit,  fo  elected  one  by 
one.  The  moft  part  of  them  were  fuch  as  had  preach- 
ed and  cried  down,  with  great  (hew  of  zeal,  the  ava- 
rice and  pluralities  of  bifliops  and  prelates ;  that  one 
cure  of  fouls  was  a  full  employment  for  one  fpiritual 
paftor,  how  able  foever,  if  not  a  charge  rather  above 
human  ftrength.  Yet  thefe  confcientious  men  (ere 
any  part  of  the  work  done  for  which  they  came  to- 
gether, and  that  on  the  public  falary)  wanted  not 
boldnefs,  to  the  ignominy  and  fcandal  of  their  paf- 
tor-like  profefiion,  and  efpecially  of  their  boafted 
reformation,  to  feize  into  their  hands,  or  not  unwil- 
lingly to  accept  (befides  one,  fometimes  two  or  more 
of  the  beft  livings)  collegiate  mafterftiips  in  the  uni- 
verfities,  rich  lectures  in  the  city,  fetting  fail  to  all 
winds  that  might  blow  gain  into  their  covetous  bo- 
foms  J  by  which  means  thefe  great  rebukers  of  non- 
refidence,    among  fo  many  diftant  cures,  were  n^t 

*  alhamcd 
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tion  to  the  prelates ;  and  we  need  not  but 

with 

afliamed  to  be  feen  fo  quickly  pluralifts  and  non-refi- 
dents  themfelves,  to  a  fearful  condemnation,  doubt- 
lefs,  by  their  own  mouths.  And  yet  the  main  doc- 
trine, for  which  they  took  fuch  pay,  and  infifted  up- 
on with  more  vehemence  than  gofpel,  was  but  to 
tell  us,  in  effedt,  that  their  dodtrine  w-as  worth  no^ 
thing,  and  the  fpiritual  power  of  their  miniftry  lefs 
available  than  bodily  compulfion  j  perfuading  the  ma- 
giftrate  to  ufe  it,  as  a  ftronger  means  to  lixbdue  and 
bring  in  confcience  than  evangelical  perfuaiion ;  dif- 
trufting  the  virtue  of  their  own  fpiritual  weapons, 
which  were  given  them,  if  they  be  rightly  called, 
with  full  warrant  of  fuffici^ncy  to  pull  down  all 
thoughts  and  imaginations  that  exalt  thfmfelves 
againftGod.  But  while  they  taught  compulfion  with- 
out convincement,  which,  not  long  before,  they  com- 
plained of,  as  executed  unchriftianly  againft  them- 
felves,  thefe  intents  are  clear,  to  have  been  no  better 
than  antichriftian  ;  felting  up  a  fpiritual  tyranny,  by 
a  fecular  power,  to  the  advancing  of  their  owa 
authority  above  the  magiftrate,  whom  they  would  have 
made  their  executioner,  to  punifii  church-delinquen- 
cies, whereof  civil  laws  had  no  cognizance.  And 
well  did  their  difciples  manifeft  themfelves  to  be^^jio 
better  principled  than  their  teachers  ;  trufted  with 
committeelhips,  and  other  gainful  offices,  upon  their 
commendations  for  zealous,  and  (as  they  fticked  not 
to  term  them)  godly  men,  but  executing  their  places 
like  children  of  the  devil,  unfaithfully,  unjuftly,  un- 
mercifully, and,  where  not  corruptly,  ftupidly.  So 
that  between  the(n  the  teachers,  and  thefe  the  difci-  . 
pies,  there  hath  not  been  a  more  ignominious  and 
mortal  wound  to  faith,  to  piety,  to  the  work  of  re- 
formation, nor  more  caufe  of  blafpheming  given  to  ,%^  I 
the  enemies  of  God  and  truth,  fince  the  firft  preach-  W  Miltmrs^ 
ing  of  reformation  (f)-' A  ftronger  contraft,  per-  ^^^\       . 
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with  zeal  he  joined  in  it.     The   tyranny  of 
the  bifhops  had  been  long  odious  in  his  eyes, 

and 

haps,  never  was  than  what  is  formed  by  thefe  two 
paffages  of  the  fame  writer.  However,  in  this  latter, 
we  may  obferve  it  is  allowed  they  began  well,  the' 
their  after-deeds  are  reprefented  as  black,  odious  and 
detcftable.  Be  they  what  they  may,  I  am  not  concerned 
in  their  vindication.  Thofe  of  them  that  fall  in  my 
way  I  will  reprefent  fairly,  cenfure  candidly,  and  leave 
them  to  the  determination  of  the  reader.  That  there 
was  a  glorious  band  of  patriots  in  the  houfe  of  com- 
mons, in  the  beginning  of  the  long  parliament,  is  too 
evident  to  be  denied.  Milton^  by  mentioning  their  ac- 
tions, known  fafts,  has  eftablifhed  their  character  be- 
yond all  contradiction.  Elated  by  profperity,  influenced 
by  the  priefthood,  enfnared  by  wealth  and  power,  or 
heated  by  oppofition,  'tis  very  poffible  many  things  were 
done  by  them  which  can  never  be  juftified,  though  al- 
lowances be  made  for  times  of  diforder  and  confulion : 
more  efpecially  the  permitting  their  clergy  to  tyrannize 
over  the  confciences  of  men,  like  the  prelates  that  went 
before  them.  This  latter,  indeed,  feems  to  have  given 
Adilton  the  greateft  difguft,  who  was  a  mortal  foe  to  the 
dominion  of  priefts,  and  a  zealous  affertor  of  the  rights 
of  confcience.  He  could  not  bear  that  the  fame  kind 
of  men  fliould  complain  of  and  exercife  oppreflion  ;  that 
thofe,  in  whofe  caufe  he  had  drawn  his  pen,  (hould  de- 
feat all  his  hopes,  and  manifeft,  that  'twas  not  hberty, 
but  power,  they  had  been  contending  for. 

Becaufe  you  have  thrown  ofF  your  prelate  lord. 
And  with  fliff  vows  renounc'd  his  liturgy. 
To  feize  the  widow'd  whore  plurality. 
From  them,   whofe  fin  ye  envied,  not  abhorr'd  ; 
^  Dare  ye  for  this  adjure  the  civil  fword 

To  force  our  confciences  that  Chrift  fet  free. 
And  ride  us  with  a  claffic  hierarchj. « 

Man- 
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and  therefore  he  adhered  to  their  enemies  In 
all  their  attacks  on  them :  though  he  was  far 
enough  from  having  formed  a  plan  of  a  dif- 
ferent government.  *  I  can  tell  you,  Sirs,' 
faid  he  to  Sir  Thomas  Chickely  and  Sir  Phi- 
lip 

Montefquieu  feems  to  account  well  for   a  behaviour 
which  appears  at  firft  fight  fo  unnatural.     '  It  is  a  prin- 

*  ciple,  fays  he,  that  every  religion  which  is  perfecuted 
'  becomes  itfelf  perfecuting  ;  for  as  foon  as  by  fome  ac- 

*  cidental  turn  it  arifes  from  perfecution,  it  attacks  the 

'  religion  which  perfecuted  it ;  not  as  a  religion,  but  as  f*]  ^p*"' 

t        »        _         r  *  T  >  of  Laws, 

a  tyranny  [*].  vol.  H.  p. 

The  parliament  however  reclined  their  condu£V,  iSo. 
even  on  this  head,  to  the  fore  difpleafure  of  the  lordly 
Prefbyters,  and  kept  them  from  mifufing  and  oppreifing 
their  brethren.  So  that  upon  the  whole,  though  they 
were  not  free  from  faults,  yet  were  they,  in  the  eyes  of 
the  knowing  and  unprejudiced,  '  the  ableft  nobleft  fet 

*  of  people  this  nation  ever  produced.'  But  let  us  ap- 
peal to  fa£t$. '  When  Van  Tromp   fet  upon  Blake  in 

*  Folejlon-boy,  the  parliament  had  not  above  thirteen 
'  (hips  againft  threefcore,  and  not  a  man  that  had  ever 

*  feen  any  other  fight  at  fea,  than  a  merchant  fhip  and 

*  a  pyrate,  to  oppofe  the  beft  captain  in  the  world,  at- 

*  tended   with   many  others  in  valour  and   experience 

*  not   much   inferior   to  him.      Many  other  difficulties 

*  were  obferved  in  the  unfettled  ftate  :  icvf  fliips,  want 

*  of  money,  feveral  factions,  and  fome  who  to  advance 
'  particular    interefts  betrayed  the   publick.     But  fuch 

*  was  the  power  of  wifdom  and  integrity  of  thofe  that 

*  fat  at  the  helm,  and  their  diligence  in  chufing  men 
^  only  for  their  merit,  was  blefled  with  fuch  fuccefs, 
'  that  in  two  years  our   fleets  grew  to  be  as  famous  as 

*  our  land  armies ;  the  reputation  and  power  of  our  na- 
'  tion  rofe  to  a  greater  height,  than  when  we  p(;fle{red 

*  the  better  half  oi  France,  and  the  Kings  oi  France  and 

*  Scotland  were  our  piifoners.    All  the  States,  Kings  and 

F  3  ,  '  poten- 
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lip   Warwick,    *  what   I   would   not  have ; 

*  thoush  I  cannot  what  I  would  * :'  the 
cafe  of  many  others  I  fuppofe  at  that  time. 
He  appeared  very  zealous  for  the  remon- 
ftrance  (p)   of  the  ftate   of  the   kingdom, 

which, 

*  potentates  of  Europe^  moft  refpeflfully,  not  to  fay  fub- 
'  miffively,  fought  our  friendihip ;  and  Rome  was  more 

*  afraid  oi  Blakty  than  they  had  been  of  the  great  King 
'  of  Sweden,  when  he  was  ready  to  invade  Italy  with  a 

*  hundred  thoufand  men.  This  was  the  work  of  thofe, 
'  who,  if  our  author  [Funur'\  dy  true,  thought   bafely 

*  of  the   publick  concernments ;    and   believing   things 

*  might  be  weil  enough  managed  by  others,  minded 
'  only  their  private  affairs.     Thefe  were  the  effe£ls  of 

*  the  negligence  and  ignorance  of  thofe,  who  being  fud- 

*  denly  advanced  to  offices,  were  removed  before  they 

*  underftood  the  duties  of  them  (d).' Mr.  Tremhcrd 

celebrates  their  actions  in  the  following  manner.     *  The 

*  parliament  governed  for  five  years,  who  made  their 
'  name    famous  through   the  whole  earth,    conquered 

*  their  enemies  in  England,  Scoilond   and  Ireland ;  re- 

*  duced  the  kingdom  of  Portugal  to  their  own  terms ; 

*  recovered  our  reputation  at  fea ;  overcame  the  Dutch 

*  in  feveral  famous  battles  ;  fecured  our  trade,  and  ma- 

*  naged  the  publick  expences   with  fo   much  frugality, 

*  that  no  ef^ates  were  gamed  by  private  men  upon  the 
<  publ.ck  miferies;  and  at  lafl  were  paffin^  an  afl  for 

*  their  own  diflblution,  and  fettling  the  nation  in  a  free 

*  and  impartial  commonwealth ;    of   which   the    army 

*  being  afraid,  thought  it  necefTar)-  to  difTolve  them  {e)^ 
The  bare  recital  of  thefe  fa6ts  is  an  clogium  fufficient : 
and  every  man  who  knows  them  to  be  fa<^s,  will  be 
difpofed  to  think  favourably  of  thofe  who  performed 
them;  and  to  contemn  a  wiiter  who  has  the  infolence 
and  ill  breeding  (though  a  frequenter  cf  courts  and  a  lo- 
ver of  the  polite  arts)  to  call  them  '  a  pack  of  knaves  {f)* 

(p)  The  remanjirar.ce  of  ihejlate  cf  the  kingdom.^     This 
remoniirance  deferves  very  particular  notice,  as  it  oc- 

ca- 
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which,  after  long  and  (harp  debates,  was 
carried  in  the  houfe  of  commons,  and  or- 
dered to  be  printed  December  15th,  1641. 
On  the  fixth  of  this  month  he  was  appoint- 
ed of  a  committee  with  Mr.  Pym?ne,  Mr. 

Lijlc, 

cafioned  high  debates  in  the  houfe  of  commons  ;  divi- 
fions  among  the  members,  and  perhaps  haftened  the  re- 
folution  of  the  impeachment  and  intended  feizure  of  the 
Lord  Ki?nbolton  and  the  five  members,  which  foon  iflued 
into  a  war  between  -his  Majefl-y  and  the  two  houfes. 
'  The  houfe  of  commons,  fays  Whitlock^  prepared  a 
'  remonftrance  of  theflate  of  the  kingdom  ;  wherein  they 

*  mentioned  all  the  miftalces,  misfortunes,  illegalities,  and 
'  defaults  in  government,  fince  the  King's  coming  to  the 

*  crown,  the  evil  counfels   and  counfellors,  and  a  ma- 

*  lignant  party,  that  they  have  no  hopes  of  fettling  the 

*  diftraftions  of  this   kingdom,  for  want  of  a  concur- 

*  rence  with  the  lords.     This  remonftrance  wasfome- 

*  what  roughly  penned,  both  for  the  matter  and  the  ex- 

*  preffions  in  it,  and  met  with  great  oppofitions  in  the 
'  houfe ;  infomuch  as  the  debate  of  it  lafted  from  three 

*  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,    till  ten  o'clock  the  next 

*  morning  ;  and  the  fitting  up   all  night  caufed    many 

*  through  weaknefs  or  wearinefs  to  leave  the  houfe,  and 

*  Sir  B.  R.  [Sir  Benjamin  Rudyard  I  fuppofej  to  com-  (g)  Memo- 

*  pare  it  to  the  verdid  of  a  ftarved  jury  {g).'  "^i^l^,  p.  51. 

The  truth  is,  this  remonftrance  contains  aconclfe  hif- 
tory  of  the  enormities  of  Charles's  government,  the  evil 
counfellors  who  had,  and  did  guide  him,  and  the  mifchiefs 
which  they  had  been  meditating  againft  the  houfe  itfelf 
for  their  oppofition  to,  and  correction  of  abufes.     *  The 

*  oppofitions,    obftru(£lions   and  other  difficulties,    fays 

*  the  remonftrance,  wherewith  we  have  been  encoun- 
'  tred,  and  which  ftilf  lye  in  our  way  with  fome  ftrength 

*  and  much  obftinacy,  are  thefe :  The  malignant  party 
'  whom  we  have  formerly  defcribed,  to  be  the  adlors 
'  and  promoters  of  all  our  mifery,  they  have  taken  heart 

F  4  *  again  ; 
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Lijle,  Sir  Guy  Palmes,  Lord  Falkland,  Mr. 
Strode,  Sir  John  Strangeivays,  Sir  *  *  *  Ar- 
7nyn,  *  *  *  Hide;  to  prefent  fome  fuch 
courfe  to  the  houfe,  as  may  be  fit  to  prevent 
all   abufes  in  the  eledion    of  members  to 

ferve 


*  again;   they  have  been  able  to  prefer  fooie   of  their 

*  own  fa«£tors  and  agents  to  degrees  of  honor,   to  places 

*  of  truft  and  employment  even  during  the  parliament. 

*  ,They  have  endeavoured  to  worJc  in  bis  Majeliy  ill  ini- 

*  preflions  and  opinions  of  our  proceedings,  as  if  we  had 
wv.^  R  *  altogether  done  our  own  work,  and  not  his,  and  had 
monflrar.ce  '  obtained  from  him  many  things  very  prejudicial  to  the 
of  the  State  <  crown,  both  in  refpeft  of  prerogative  and  profit  {h)* 
^^^  ^'"I'.Again — *  They  have  fought,  by  many  fubtile  practices, 
4ro.'Lond.  *  to  caufe  jealoufies  and  divifions  betwixt  us  and  cur 
1641.           <  brethren  of  Scotland,   by  flandering  their  proceedings 

*  and  intentions  towards   usj   and  by  fccret  endeavours 

*  to  inftigate   and  incenfe  them  and  us  one  againft  an- 

*  other.     They  have  had  fuch  a  party   of  bifhops  and 

*  popifh  lords  in  the  houfe  of  peers  as  hath  caufed  much 
'   oppofition  and  delay  in  the  profecution  of  dehnquents, 

*  hindered  the  proceedings  of  divers  good  bills  pafftd  in 

*  the  commons  houfe,  concerning  the  reformation  of 
'  fundry  great  abufes  and  corrupiicns  both  in  church  and 

*  ftate.     They  have  laboured  to  feduce  and  corrupt  fome 

*  of  the  commons  houfe,  to  draw  them  into  confpira- 

*  cies  and  combinations  againft  the  liberty  of  the  par- 

*  liament:  and  by  their  inftruments    and  agents,  they 

*  have  attempted  to  difafFc6t  and  difcontent  his  Majef- 

*  ties  army,  and  to  engage  it  for  the  maintenance  of 
'  their  wicked  and  trayterous  defigns,  the  keeping  up  of 
'  bifhops  in  their  votes  and  functions,  and  by  force    to 

*  compel  the  parliament  to  order,  limit  and  difpofe  their 
'  proceedings  in  fuch  manner  as  might  beft  concur  with 
'  the  intentions  of  this  dangerous  and  potent  faction. 
'  And  when  one  mifchievous  defign  and  attempt  of 
'  theirs  to  bring  on   the   army  againft  the  parlian.ent 

*  and 
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ferve  in  the  houfe:  and  in  particular  to  take 
into  conliderafion'  the  information  given  to 
the  houfe,  concerning  the  eled:ion  at  Arun- 
del m  Siijj'ex  *:  as  he  was  appointed  of  many  oflhe'^ouft 

others,  ofw™™^** 


*  and  the  city  of  London  had  been  difcovered  and  pre- 
'  vented,  they  prefently  undertook  another  of  the  fame 
'  damnable  nature,  with  this  addition  to  it,  to  endea- 
■  vour  to  make  the  Sccttijh  army  neutral,,  whilft  the  Eng- 
'  lijh  army,  which  they  had  laboured  to  corrupt  and  in- 

*  venome  againft  us  by  their  falfe  and  flanderous  fuggef- 
'  tions,  fliould  execute  their  malice  to   the   fubverfion 

*  of  our  religion  and  the  diflblution  of  our  government. 
'  Thus  they  have  been  continually  pradifmg  to  diflurb 
'  the  peace,  and  plotting  the  defl:ru6tion  even  of  all  the 

*  King's  dominions,   and   have  employed  their  emiffa- 

*  ries  and  agents  in  them  all  for  the  promoting  of  their 

*  devilifli   defigns,  which    the    vigilancy  of  thofe  who 

*  were  well  affeded  hath  ftiU  difcovered,  and  defeated 

*  before  they   were  ripe  for  execution  in  England  and 

*  Scotland;  only  in  Ireland^  which  was  farther  off,  they 

*  have  had  time  and  opportunity  to  mould   and   prepare 

*  their  work,  and  had  brought  it  to  that  perfeflion,  that 

*  they  had  po/Teiled  themfelves  of  that  whole  kingdom — 
'  if  their  main  enterprife  upon  the  city  and  caftle  of 
'  Dublin  had  not  been  detedled  and  prevented. And 

*  certainly,  had  not  God,  in  his  great  mercy  unto  this 

*  land,  difcovered  and  confounded  their  former  defigns, 

*  we  had  been  the  prologue  to  this   tragedy  in  Ireland, 

*  and  had  by  this  time  been  made  the  lamentable  fpec-  (O  The  Rc- 

*  tacle  of  mifery  and  confufion  (/).' Lord  Clarendcn  ™°"ft'-^"«» 

gives  a  large  account  of  the  paffing  this  remonftrance, 

and    among  other   particulars,   the   following:   *  They 

*  [the  leading  men  in  the  houfe  of  commons]  promifed 

*  themfelve.-.  they  fhould  eafily  carry  it:  fo  that  the  day 

*  it  was  to  be  refumed,  they  entertain'd   the  houfe  all 

*  the  morning  with  other  debates,  and  towards  noon 

*  call'd  for  the  remonftrance ;    and  it  being  urg'd  by 
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others.     So   that  what  has  been  fald  of  his  >  i 
being  little  known,  or  taken  notice  of  in  the 
beginning  of  this  parliament,  muft  be  with- 
out 

*  fome,  that  it  was  too  late  to  enter  upon  it,  with  much 

*  difficulty  they  confented,  that  it  fhould    be   enter'd 

*  upon  next  morning  at  nine  of  the  clock  j  and  every 

*  claufe  fhould  be  debated  j    for  they  would  not  have  the 

*  houfe  refolv'd  into  a  committee,  which  they  believ'd 

*  would  fpend  too  mucn  time.     Oliver  Cromwell  (who 

*  at  that  time  was  little  taken  notice  of)  afk'd  the  Lord 

*  Falkland^  why  he  would  have  it  put  ofF,  for  that  day 

*  would  quickly  have  determined  it  ?  He  anfwered,  there 
'  would  not  have  been  time  enough,  for  fure  it  would 
'  take  fome  debate.     The  other  replied,    A  very  forry 

*  one :  they  fupp.  fing,  by  the  computation  they  had 
'  made,  that  very  few  would  oppofe  it.*  But  he  quickly 
found  he  was  miftaken.  For  the  debates,  as  appears 
from  the  quotation  above  from  IVhiilock,  being  very 
long,  and  the  houfe  confenting  to  adjourn,  *  As  they 
'  went  out  of  the  houfe,  the  Lord  Falkland  afked  Oliver 
*■  Cromwell  whether  there  had  been  a  debate  ?  To  which 
'  he  anfwered,   he   would   take  his  word  another  time  ; 

*  and  whifpered  him  in  the  ear,  with  fome  aflevera- 
'  tion,  that  if  the  remonftrance  had  been  rejecSled,  he 
'  would  have  fold  all  he   had  the  next  morning,   and 

*  never  have  feen  England  more ;    and   he  knew  there 

*  were  many  other  honeft  men  of  the  fame  refolution. 

*  Senear  was  the  poor  kingdom  at  that  time  to  its  deli- 
(*)  Vol.  ii.  '  verance  {k).*     This  refle6tion  is  added  by  his  lordfhip 
P*  3^**        on  account  of  the  fniall  majority  by  which  the  remon- 
ftrance paffed,  which  he  fays  was  by  nine  voices  and  no 
more.     It  is  but  a  trifle  ;    but    thofe  who  are  very  po- 

(/)  Journal  fitive,  fhould  be  exaft.  The  numbers  for  pafling  the 
"g.,"*^"  remonftrance  were  159;  againft  it,  i^%  {l)\  fo  it  pafs'd 
by  eleven  voices.  Sir  Ralph  Hopton  read  and  prefented 
it  to  his  Majefty  at  Hampton-Court,  who  received  him 
and  thofe  who  accompanied  him  from  the  houfe  well, 
but  dcfired  it  might  not  be  publiftied  till  the  houfe  had 

his 
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out  foundation. — When  the  civil  war  broke 
out,  he  adhered  to  the  parliament,  raifed  a 

troop 

his  anfwer.  But  on  the  i^th  of  December  foWowing  it 
was  order'd  to  be  printed  by  the  commons,  notwith- 
ftanding.  The  above  anecdote  indicates  the  temper  and 
fpirit  oi  Cromwell,  and  clearly  fhews    that  he  was  de-    • 

termined  no  longer  to  fubmit  to  illegal  rule The 

remonftrance  itfelf  was  indeed  a  very  bold  thing,  and 
little  lefs  than  bidding  Charles  defiance  :  nor  can  it  much 
be  wonderd  at.  They  who  put  it  on  foot  well  knew 
they  were  the  objefts  of  his  Majefty's  hatred  and  aver-  ' 

fion.  What  he  had  attempted  againft  them  was  appa- 
rent ;  what  he  intended,  they  conje<5lured,  and,  per- 
haps, more  than  he  intended.  They  had  no  meafures 
now  to  keep  with  him,  and  he  us'd  as  little  ceremony 
with  them.  For  foon  after  followed  his  going  to  the 
houfe  to  feize  thofe  whom  he  deem'd  heads  of  the  op- 
pofition ;  his  departure  from  Whitehall;  the  difputes 
about  the  militia ;  the  erefling  his  ftandard  at  Not- 
tingham ;  in  a  word,  the  civil  war.  I  cannot  omit  th« 
following  pafTages  from  IVarzvick ;  they  fhew  the  tem- 
per of  the  times,  and  the  zeal  which  on  both  fides  was 
exerted  on  this  memorable  occafion.     '  Upon  the  King's 

*  return  out  of  Scotland,  the  city  of  London's  fplendid 
'  entertainment  of  him,  and  the  difcourfes  that  flew  in 

*  all  parts,  of  the  ample  fatisfadlion  the  King  had  given 
'  (both  which  they  forefaw,  before  it  was  put  in  exe- 
'  cution)  made  them  prepare  fo  foul  a  remonftrance  to 

*  give  the  King  his  firft  entertainment  amongft:  them, 

*  that  a  blacker  libel  could  not  be  framed  either  againft 
'  his  perfon  or  government ;  and  it  pafled  fo  tumultu- 

*  oufly  two  or  three  nights    before  the  King  came  to 

*  town,  that    at   three  of  the   clock    in  the  morning, 

*  when  they  voted  it,  I  thought,  we  had  all  fat  in  the 

*  valley  of  the   (hadow  of  death  ;  for  we,  like  Joab's 

*  and  Jhner's  young  men,  had  catched   at  each  others 

*  locks,  and  fheathed  our  fwords  in  each  others  bowels, 

*  had  not  the  fagacity  and  great  calmnefs  of  Mr.  Homp- 

I  <  den. 
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troop  of  horfe,  whom    he  chofe  and   (  q^) 
difciplined  in  fuch  manner  as  rendered  them 

terrible 


Cm)  Me-  *  ^'"^  ^y  ^  fliort  fpeech  prevented  it,  and  led  us  to 
moirs,  p.  *  defer  our  angry  debate  until  the  next  morning  («).' 
»oi.  This  paflage  does    honor  to  Hi.mpdo.'s  abilities.     Mr. 

(r.)  Hiftory   ^^'"^  fay<=,  '  there  are  many  grofs  falfhoods  in  this  re- 
ef Great  Bri-  *  monftrance  (») :'  he  ought  to  have  pointed  them  out, 
tain,  vol.  1.    inf^ead  of  inventing  reafons,    and    fuggefting  them  to 
have  been  offered  for  and  againft  it. 

(  Q^)  He  raijed  a  troop  of  horfr,  whom  he  chofe  and  difci- 
plined in  fuch  a  manner  as  rendered  them  terrible  to  their 
enemies^  &c.]  Crcmwc'll  adhered  to  the  parliament  out 
of  princip'e  and  inclination.  When  therefore  they 
found  themfelvcs  in  danger,  and  that  a  war  was  una- 
voidable,  they  put  themfelves  in  the  beft  pofture  of  de- 
fence, and  gave  commiffions  to  fuch  members  as  well  as 
others,  as  feemed  moft  hearty  in  the  caufe.  The  Earl  of 
£jpx,the  Earl  of  B/dfsrd,  the  Earl  of  Stamford,  Lord  f^il- 
lougb'^)  of  Parham,  the  Earl  of  Denbigh^  Lord  St.  fohn,  with 
others  of  the  nobility  accepted  commiffions,  and  fee  them- 
felves with  zeal  to  levy  forces  to  fupport  their  caufe. 
Hampden  and  Hc'les  refufed  not  to  bear  arms,  but  raifeJ 
regiments,  placed  themfelves  at  their  head,  and  encoun- 
tered the  enemy  in  the  field.  As  did  Sir  Philip  Stapyltcn 
and  many  others  of  that  brave  body.  To  thefe  joined 
themfelves  fome  young  gentlemen  of  rank  and  fortune, 
from  a  fcnfe  of  duty  and  fidelity  to  their  country.  Mr. 
LudlsWf  who  was  undoubtedly  an  honeft  man,  delivers 
his  own  fenfe  of  it  at  that  time  in  the  following  manner. 

*  I  thought  it  my   duty,  upon  confideration  of  my  age 

*  and  vigorous  conftitution,    as  an  E?:gUlhman,  and   an 
'  invitation  to  that  purpofe  from  my  father,    to  enter 

*  into   the  fervice  of  my   country,   in   the  army  com- 

*  manded  by  the   Earl  of  EJfex,  under  the  authority  of 
'  the  parliament.     I   thought  the  juftice  of  that  caufe 

*  I   had  engaged   in  to  be  fo  evident,  that  I  could  not 
'  imagine  it  to  be  attended  with  much  difficulty.     For 

*  though  1  fuppofed  that  many  of  the  clergy,  who  haJ 

*  been 
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terrible  to  their  enemies,    and  advanced  his 
own  reputation.      None  perhaps  were  ever 

more 

been  the  principal  authors  of  our  miferies,  together 
with  fome  of  the  courtiers,  and  fuch  as  abfolutely  de- 
pended on  the  King  for  their  fubfiftence,  as  alfo  fome 
foreigners  would  adhere  to  him  ;  yet  I  could  not  think 
that  many  of  the  people,  who  had  been  long  opprefled 
with  heavy  burdens,  and  now  with  great  difficulty  had 
obtained  a  parliament,  compofed  of  fuch  perfons  as 
were  willing  to  run  all  hazards  to  procure  a  lafting 
fettlement  for  the  nation,  would  be  either  fuch  ene- 
m  es  to  themfelves,  or  fo  ungrateful  to  thofe  they  had 
trufted,  as  not  to  ftand  by  them  to  the  utmoft  of  their 
power  :  at  leaft  (though  fome  might  not  have  fo  much 
refolution  and  courage  as  to  venture  all  with  them, 
yet)  that  they  would  not  be  fo  treacherous  and  unwor- 
thy, to  ftrengthen  the  hands  of  the  enemy  againft 
thofe  who  had  the  laws  of  God,  nature  and  reafon, 
as  well  as  thofe  of  the  land,  of  their  fide.  Soon  after 
my  engagement  in  this  caufe,  I  met  with  Mr.  Richard 
Fiennes^  fon  to  the  Lord  Say^  and  Mr.  Charles  Fleet- 
wood^ fon  to  Sir  Miles  Fleetwood^  then  a  member  of 
the  houfe  of  commons;  with  whom  confulting,  it 
was  refolved  by  us  to  afTemble  as  many  young  gentle- 
men of  the  inns  of  court,  of  which  we  then  were, 
and  others,  as  fhould  be  found  difpofed  to  this  fervice, 
in  order  to  be  inftruded  together  in  the  ufe  of  arms, 
to  render  ourfelves  fit  and  capable  of  adding  in  cafe 
there  fhould  be  occafion  to  make  ufe  of  us.  To  this 
end  we  procured  a  perfon  experienced  in  military  af- 
fairs to  inftruct  us  in  the  ufe  of  arms;  and  for  (bme 
time  we  frequently  met  to  exercife  at  the  Artillery' 
Ground  in  Loudm.  And  being  informed  that  the  par- 
liament had  refolved  to  raife  a  life  guard  for  the  Earl 
of  EJfcXf  to  confjft  of  an  hundred  gentlemen,  under 
the  command  of  Sir  Philip  StapeHon  a  member  of  par- 
liament, moft  of  our  company  entered  themfelves 
therein,  and  made  up  the  greateft  part  of  the   faid 

*  guard; 
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more  remarkable  for  their  courage,  fobriety 
and  regularity.      Indeed    the    whole    army 

under 


*  guard ;  amongft  whom  were  Mr.  Richard  Fiennety 
*■  Mr.  Charles  Fleetw.od^  afterwards  lieutenant  general, 
'  major  general  Harrifon^  colonel  Naihanid  Rich^  co- 

(0  Ludlow,  t  j^j^gj  <fhomlmjQn^   colonel   Twijletmi  colonel   Bejwell, 

I^feq/  major  ff^ithy  and  myfelf,  with  divers  others  (o).' 

Nor  was  Cromwell  behind  hand  in  zeal  for  this  caufe,  as 
appears  from  the  following  pafTages  in  the  journals  of 
the  houfc  of  commons.  *  Whereas  Mr.  Cromuell  hath 
'  fent  down  arms  into  the  county  of  Cambridge^  for  the 

*  defence  of  that  county  ;   it  is  this  day  ordered  that  Sir 

*  Dudley  North  (hall  forthwith  pay  to  Mr.  Cramwell  one 

*  hundred  pounds,  which  he  hath  received  from    Mr. 

*  Crane  late  high-fherifF  of  the  county  oi  Cambridge], 

*  which  faid  hundred  pounds   the  faid  Mr.  Crane  had 

*  remaining  in  his  hands  for  coat  and  conduft  money. 

*  Ordered  that  Mr.  Cromwell  do  move  the  lord  lieute- 

*  nant  for  the  county  of  Camhridge,  to  grant  his  depu- 

*  tation  to  fome  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Cam- 

*  ^idge  to   tram  and  exercife  the  inhabitants  of  that 

*  town.'  This  was  July  15,  1642.  The  exafl  time  of 
his  taking  a  commiffion  I  cannot  find,  though  I  have 
looked  into  many  writers  for  that  purpofe:  it  mufl 
however  have  been  in  the  very  beginnings  of  the  civil 
war.  For  on  the  15th  of  Aug.  1642,  Sir  Philip  Stapel- 
ion  gave  an  account  in  the  houfe^  from  the  committee 
for  the  defence   of  the  kingdom,  that  '  Mr.  Cromwell^ 

*  in  Catnhridgfjhire-,  had  feized  the  magazine  in  the  caftle 

*  at  Camhridge ;  and  had  hindered  the  carrying  of  the 
'  plate   from  that  univerfity.     And  on  the  i8th  of  Ju- 

*  gujl  a  committee  was  appointed  to  prepare  an  order  for 

*  the  indemnity  of  Mr.  CraOT«/r//,  and  Mr.  ^^//ow,  and 
tf)Jonnuls.  *  thofe  that  have  or  fhall  affifl  them  in  the  flopping  of 

'  the  plate  that  was  going  from  Cambridge  to  Tori  (p)*  ^ 
— The  firft  rank  he  held  in  the  army  it  is  agreed  on  al! 
hands  was  that  of  captain  of  a  troop  of  horfe,  which  he 
lofe  and  difciplined  after  fuch  a  manner  as  rendered 

them> 
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under  his  command,  merited  and   obtained 
the  higheft  charader.— The  firft  adion  that 

Cromwell 


them,  as  well  as  their  after  companions,  the  obje£ls  of 
wonder,  admiration,  and  applaufe  of  writers  of  all  par- 
ties, in  our  divided  country.  Let  us  hear  their  tefti- 
monies.  '  At  iiis  firft  entrance  into  the  wars,  being 
but  captain  of  horfe,  he  had  a  fpecial  care  to  get  re- 
ligious men  into  his  troop :  thefe  men  were  of  greater 
underftanding  than  common  foldiers,  and  therefore 
were  more  apprehenfive  of  the  importance  and  confc- 
quenceof  the  war;  and  making  not  m»ney,  but  that 
which  they  took  for  the  publick  felicity  to  be  their 
end,  they  were  the  more  engaged  to  be  valient ;  for 
he  that  maketh  money  his  end,  doth  efteem  his  life 
abeve  his  pay,  and  therefore  is  like  enough  to  fave  it 
by  flight,  when  danger  comes,  if  pofTibly  he  can : 
but  he  that  maketh  the  felicity  of  church  and  ftate 
his  end,  efteemeth  it  above  his  life,  and  therefore  wil! 
the  fooner  lay  down  his  life  for  it.  And  men  of  parts 
and  underftanding  know  how  to  manage  their  bufinefs, 
and  know  that  flying  is  the  fureft  way  to  death,  and 
that  ftanding  to  it  is  the  likeliefl:  waytoefcape;  there 
being  many  ufually  that  fall  in  flight,  for  one  that  falls 
in  valient  fight.  Thefe  things,  it  is  probable,  Crom- 
well underftood;  and  that  none  would  be  fuch  engag- 
ed valient  men  as  the  religious.  But  yet  I  conjedlure, 
that  at  his  firft  choofing  fuch  men  into  his  troop,  it 
was  the  very  efteem  and  love  of  religious  men  that 
principally  moved  him  ;  and  the  avoiding  of  thofe 
diforders,  mutinies,  plunderings  and  giievances  of  the 
country,  which  deboift  men  in  armies  are  commonly 
guilty  of:  by  this  means  indeed  he  fped  better  than 
he  expcifled.  Aires ^  Dejhorough^  Berry ^  Evanfon,  and 
the  reft  of  that  troop,  did  prove  fo  valient,  that  as 
far  as  I  could  learn,  they  never  once  ran  away  before 
an  enemy.  Hereupon  he  got  a  commiffion  to  take 
fome  care  of  the  aflbciated  counties,  where  he  brought 
this  troop,  into  a  double  regiment,  of  fourteen  ftiJl 

'  troops; 
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Crohtivell  undertook  was  to  fee u re  the  town 
of  Cambridge y    for  the.  parUament.     As   the 

King 

'  troops;  and  all  thefe  as  full  of  religious  men  as  he 
Baneri"'"**  *  couldgct:  thefe  having  more  than   ordinary  wit  and 

p.  5S.       '  '  refolution,  had   more  than  ordinary  fuccefs  {q).'' 

Crsmwrll's  own  account  will  confirm  this.  *  1  was  a 
'  perfon,  fays  he,  that  from  my  firft  employment  was 
*•  fuddenly  preferred,  and  lifted  up  from  lelTer   trufts  to 

*  greater,  from  my  firft  being  a  captain  of  a  troop  of 
'  horfe,  and  I  did  labour  (as  well  as  I  could)  to  dif- 
'  charge  my  truft,  and  God  bleffed  me  as  it  pleafed 
'  him,  and  I  did  truly  and  plainly,  and  then  in  a  way 
'  of  foolifh  fimplicity  (as  it  was  judged  by  verie  great 

*  and  wife  men,  and  good  men  too)  defired  to  make 
'  ufe  of  my  inftruments  to  help  me  in  this  work ;  and  I 
'  will  deal  plainly  with  you,  I  had  a  verie  worthy  friend 
'  then,  and  he  was  a  verie  noble  perfon,   and  I  know 

*  his    memorie    was   verie   grateful   to  you  all.       Mr. 

*  yohn  Hampden,  at  my  firit  going  out  into  this  en- 
'  gagement,   (I  faw)  their  men   were   beaten    at    every 

*  hand  ;  I  did  indeed,  and  I  defired  him  that  he  would 
^                 *  make  fome  additions  to  my  Lord  EJJex'%  armie,  of  fome 

'  regiments,   and  I  told  him  I  would  be  ferviceable  to 

*  him,  in  bringing  fuch  men  in,  as  I  thought  had  a 
'  fpirir,   that  would  do  fomething   in  the  work :  this  is 

*  very  true  that  I  tell  you,   God   knows  that  I  lie   not. 

*  Your  troops,  faid  I,  are  moft  of  them  old  decayed 
'  ferving-men  and  tapfters,  and  fuch  kind  of  fellows ; 

*  and,  faid  I,   their  troops  are  gentlemens  fons,  younger 

*  fons,  and   perfons  of  quality,  do   you  think  that   the 

*  fpirits  of  fuch  bafe  and  mean  fellows  will  be  ever  abie 
'  to  encountfr  gentlemen,  that  have  honour  and  cour- 
'  age  and  refolution  in  them  ?  Truly  I  prefented  him 
'  in  this  manner  confciencioufly,  and  truly  I  did  tell  him, 

*  )'ou  muft  get  men  of  a  fpirit,  and  take  it  not  ill  what 

*  I  fay,  (I  know  you  will  not)  of  a  fpirit  that  is  likely 
'  to  go  on  as  far  as  gentlemen  will  go,  or  elfe  1  am 

*  fure  you  will  be  beaten  ftill  j  I  told  him  fo,  I  did 

'  truly . 
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*  truly.  Me  was  a  wife  and  worthy  perfon,  and  he 
'  did  think  that  I  talked  a  good  notion,   but  an  imprac- 

*  ticableone;  truly  I  told  him  I  could  do  f^mewhat  in 
'  it,  I  did  (o,  and  truly  I  mufl:  needs  fay  that  to  you 
'  (impart  it   to  what  you  pleafe)  I  raifed  fuch  men  as 

*  had  the  fear  of  "God  before  them,  and  made  fome  con- 

*  fcience  of  what  they  did,  and  from  that  day  forward, 

'  I  muft  fay  to  you,  they  were  never  beaten,  and  where-  .  .  „ 

*  ever  they  were  engaged  againfl  the  enemy,  they  beat  chy  affert^d 

*  continually    (r).' — This   religion    of  O'iver   and   his  to  be  the 
troops  J  whatever  it  was,   gave  matter  for  raillery  to  the  ^'^^  form  of 
cavaliers.     *  A^    for    Noll  CrcviTvell,  hW  Marchamont  -^j^^^^^^^^* 

*  Ntedham^  he  is  gone  forth  in  the  might  of  his  fpirit,  rence  at 

'  with  all  his  train  of  difciples ;  every  one  of  whom  is  Whitehall 

_..,  f.  ^        ,  •',  Ti  between 

*  as  David,  a  man  or  war,  and  a  prophet  j   gifted  men  Oliver  and  a 

*  all,  that   refolve   to  their  work  Setter  than  any  of  the  committee  of 

'   fons  of  Levi,  r.nd   run  quite  through  JFales  with  their  ?a'"lia-'"e'«>      y 

*  two  edged  fwords^  to  convert  the  gentues  (j).  1  gvo,  i66o. 
know-  not  what  others  may  thinkj  but  in  my  opinion  (i)  Mercu- 
the  character  li'ven  by  Cr-?nivell  to   his  foWiers  of  reli-  ""lus  pragma- 

cy  J  -  /^->  •!    I  ticus,   May 

gious  men,  and  fuch  as  had   the  fear  of'Gffd,  vi'ill  be  at  ^q,  164.8. 
Jeaft  as  much  to  their  honour  in  the   eyes  of  poflerity, 
as  that  which    is  contained  in   the  following  palTage  is 
to   the  foldicry  of in    much  more  modern  times. 

*  It  was  remarkable  in  the  late  war,  that  when  all  the 

*  difFerent  nations   which  cnmpofed  the  confederate  ar« 

*  mv,   were  performing  their  daily  devotions,  the (')  ^'''"* 

'  fbldiers  only,  feemed  to  have  no  fenf^i  of  the  being  of  ^.^j^  ^vol.i" 

*  a  God  (r;.'     Thvs  gentleman  does  not  fay  thefe  dar- p.  73.  in  the 
ing   men,  were  never  beaten,  or  that  they  continually  ""■'^  4^.  ^ 
beat  i     The  following  paflage  from  TVh  tlock  is  too  re-    "''  '   ^^^' 

markabletobe  ndrlcc^ed.     *  promwell had  a  bravfe 

'  regiment  of  horf-  of  his  countrymen,  moft  of  them 
'  frec-ho'ders,  and  free- holders  fons,  and  who  upon 
'-  matter  of  confcience.  engaged  in  this  quarrel,  and 
'  under  C'OTmveU.  And  thus  being  well  armed  within, 
'  by  the  f.jtisfadiion  of  their  own  cunfcience=,  and  with- 

G  *  outj 


sJ- 


82  THELIFEOF 

the  unlverfity,  and    intimated    his  defire  of 

their 


*  out,  by  good  iron  arms,  they  would  as  one  man,  ftand 

[a)  Memo-  <  firmly,  and   charge  dcfperately  (u).' Cromziell  \a 

rias,  p.  j2.  j.g|p|jf^jgj  fQf  his  manner  of  difciplining  his  foldiers  even 

by  an  enemy.  *  Hi  autem  initio  nee  arma  traclandi 
'  nee  equos  gnari,  diligentia  folerliaque  bellatores  acer- 

*  rimi  evaferunt ;  equis  etenim  curandis,  nutriendis  ac 
'  detergendis    indies  afluefadti  funt,  &  fi  opus  foret  fi- 

*  mul    humicubando ;    arma    infuper    polire,   nitida  & 

*  ufui  expedita  fervare,  loricas  optimas  induere,  feque 
'  caetero  armaturse  genere  communire  condocefecerat  eos 

*  Cromue'IIius.  Atque  hcc  exercitii  militaris  genere, 
T-  ^k:"  ^  *  P*^*  reliquis  commilitonnm  omnibus  emicuere  virtute 
220.  pars*  *  bellica,  plurefque  ab  hofte  palmas  reportarunt  {x).' 
^<^'            i.e.  '  His  men,  who   in  the  beginning  were  unfkilful 

*  both  in  handling  their  arms,  and  managing  their  hor- 
'  fes,  by  diligence  and    induftry   became  excellent  fol- 

*  diers ;  for  Crcmuell  ufed  them  daily  to  look  after,  feed 

*  and  drefs  their  horfes  j  and,  when  it  was  needful,  to 

*  lie   together  with    them  on  the  ground  ;  and  befides, 

*  taught  them  to  clean  and  keep  their  arms  bright,  and 

*  have  them  ready  for  fervice  y  to  chufe  the  beft  armour, 

*  and  to  arm  themfelves  to  the  beft  advantage.     Trained 

*  up  in  this  kind  of  military  exercife,  they  excelled  all 

*  their  fellow  foldiers  in  feats  of  war,  and  obtained  more 

*  vidlories  over  their  enemies.'  The  following  ftrata- 
gem  to  try  the  courage  of  his  troopers  in  the  bcgin- 
iiing  of  the  war   is  related    by  more  than   one    writer. 

*  Upon   the  hrft  mufter   of  his   troop,    having  privily 

*  placed  twelve  refolute  men  in  an  ambufcado  (it  being 

*  near  fome  of  the  King's  garrifons)  uport  a  fignal,  on 

*  the  appointed  time,  and  the  faid  ambufti  with  a  trum- 

*  pet  founding,  galloped  furioufly  to  'the  body,  out   of 

*  which  fome  twenty  inftantly  fled  out  of  fear  and  dif- 

*  may,  and  were  glad  the  forfeiture  was  fo  cheap  and 

*  eafy  ;  and  afhamed  of  their  childifh   and  difgraceful 

*  deferting  of  their  ftation  and  colours,  had  not  thecon- 
'*  fidence  to  requcft  their  continuance  in  his  fervice,  or 

^  *  deny 
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their    plate,    for  its    better    fecurlty;    they 

packed 

*  deny  or  fcruple  the  rendring  their  horfes  to  them  who 

*  (hould  fieht  the  Lord's  battle  in  their  ftead  fy).'     I  am  p>  ^^''Z'^}^ 

■     1         ^-        •!•  rr  •  L         T      L-    I     ,•  •       I'Jm,  or  the 

no  judge  of  military  aitairs:  but  1  thirfk   tis  a  maxim  Life,  &c.  of 
'  that  good  difcipline  makes  good   foldiers.*     Cromzu,// Oliver 
was  quite  exacl  in  this,  and  the  behaviour  of  his  army  Cromwell,        / 
was  fuch  as  merited  the  greateft  praife,  even  abflrafled  Lond.  1663! 
from  its  valour.     Let  us   hear  an  eye  witnefs :  a  pane-  Perft£i  Po- 
evrilt  he  is  ;  but  on  this  occafion  feems  to  have  adhered  ''V ^'f'Jr  *"^ 
pretty  much  to  the  truth. '  Quicquid  eftucmnt  in  te  of  the  Life 

*  dementes  OIhar/\  nauci   non    facio,    religiofifTiimum  of  Oliver 

*  imperatorem,  reli^ionis  mediis  in'  exercitibus  defenfo-    ^*"""'^'  >      y 

*  rem,  protectorem,  propagatorem,  nemo  niii   laudum  Lend.  i6ge, 
'  tuarum  fupra  modum  invidus  hie  reperitur,  qui  te  non 

'  fufpexerit,  admiratus  fuerit,    obfervantia  fumma  non 

*  coluerit.     Enim  vero  ubinam  terrarum  tam  religiofus 

*  vifuseft  imperator,  tamque  religiofus  exercitus  ?     Mi- 

*  ratus  ego  fum,  varias  Angiiae  provincias  tunc  pro  ne- 

*  gotiorum  meorum,  vel  principis  mei  Sei  enijjlmi  Ducis 
'  Gueld'ies  C'^mtis  Hiicmundee  neceffitate  peragrans, 
'  eafque  militibus  tu  s   refertas,    ita  quietas,    tranquil- 

*  las,  pacatas,  quafi  ne  unus  quidem  in  illis  miles  eflet, 
'  fic  additStas  pietati,  quafi  monachorum   non  militum 

*  legiones  in  pagis  ipfarum  difperfss  degerent.     Ita  certa 

*  liiigulis  diebus  turn  fundendis  Deo  precibu?,  turn   au- 

*  diendis  dei  praeconiis,  erant  affignata  tempora,  miliies 

*  ipfos  adeo  modsftos,    nihilque  nifi   Deum,  pietatem, 

*  religionem,     virtitem  refpirantes,    ut  ingenue  fatear 

*  cum  flupore  non  mediocri  fa?pc  fufpexi.  Atque  ne 
'  putet  hic  aliquis   velle   me   blandiri,  oleum  Oliv.irio 

*  divendere,   vel  in  illius  aures  inftillare,  teftem  Deum 

*  adhibeo,  quod  rsepiflime  prEefidiarios  Olvarii^  moda 
'  fupra  dicto  miiites   adiens,  ne  vel  inverecundum  vcr- 

*  bulum  unquam  ab  ullius  ex  illis  ore  perceperim,  jus- 

*  jurandumque  nullum,  fed  meram  humanitatem,  ur- 
'  banitatem,  pietatem,    verecundiam,    modeftiam    ani- 

*  madvertcrim.     Unde  nequaquam  in  Glivarii  militibus 

G  2  *  locum 
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packed  up   the  fame,    but   were  prevented 
fi-om  fending  'it,  by  the  diligence  of  Olivery 

who 
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locum  habere  potefl:  quod  de  omnibus  allts  jampridem- 
dccantatum  eft, 

*  Nulla  fides  pietafque  viris  qui  caftra  fequuntur, 

'  Sed  deiliis  dicendum  potius  efl, 

'  MiUlta  fides  pietafque  viris  qui  caftra  fequuntur  (z).' 

JVarwiek^  fpeaking  of  his  army  fays,  *  they  had  a]l 

*  either  naturally  the  phanatick  humour,  or  foon  imbib- 

*  ed  it :  a  herd  of  this  fort  of  men  being  by  him  drawn 

*  together,  he made  ufe  of  the  zeal  and  credulity 

«  of  tbofe  perfons.  teaching  them,  as   they  too  readily 

*  taught  themfelves,  that  they  engaged  for  God,  when 

*  he  led.  them    againft  his  vicegerent  the  King:  and 

*  where   this    opinion    met    with    a   natural    courage, 

*  it  made  them   the  bolder,  and   too   oftner  the  cruel- 

*  ler :    for  it  was  fuch  a  fort  of  men,  as  killed   brave 

*  young  Caz-endijh  and  many  others,  after  quarter  given 

*  in  cold  blood.  Aiwi  thefe  men,  habited  more  to  fpi- 
'  ritual  pride,  than  carnal  riot  or'intemperance,  fo  con- 

*  fequently  having  been  induftrious  and  adiive  in  their 
'  for-mer  callings    and  profeiTions,  where  natural  cour- 

*  age  wanted,  zeal  fupplied  its  place;  and  at  firft  they 

*  chofe  rather  to  dye  than  fly ;  and  cuftom  removed  fear 

*  of  danger:  and   afterwards  finding  the  fweet  of  good 

*  pay,  and  of  opulent  plunder,  and  of  preferment,  fui- 
,*  table  to  activity  and   merit;  the   lucrative   part  made 

*  gain  i^&m  to  them  a  natural  member  of.  godlinefs  [a)* 
Though,  many  fiiades  are  thrown  into /•^uTitvV-f's  pic- 
ture, it  is  ftill  beautiful  in  compariibn  of  '  a  difiblute^ 

*  undifciplined,  wicked  beaten  army,'  which  Clarendon 
tells  us   the  King's   was,  when  Lord  Hopton  took  its 
command:    *  an   army,    whofe  horfe,    he   fays,    their ^ 
'  friends  feared,  and  their  enemies  laughed   at  ;  being 

*  terrible  only   in  plunder,    and  refolute    in    running 

'  away.' 
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who  on  this,  as  well  as  other  (r)  occalions, 
(hewed   himfelf  an  active  partizan.     In  the 

courfe 

*  away  (/>).'     Such  would  not  have  been  entertained  b}\(/,)  Vol.  ;»•« 
Cromwell.     I  (hall  clofe  this  note  with    the  lalt  writer'is  p.  7^9- 
character  of  CrcmweWa  army,  given  before  both  houfes 

of  parliament  iS<?/>/.  13,  i6€o:  I  hy  Cromwell's  army, 
for  'tis  well  known  they  were  the  fame  men,  for  the 
moft  part,  who  had  been  formed  by  him,  and  fought 
under  his  banners.     '  No  other  Prince,  fays  the  ch.in- 

*  cellor,  in  Europe,  would  be  willing  to  difband  fuch 
'  an  army  ;  an  army  to  which  victory  is  entailed,  and 

*  which,  humanly  fpeaking,  could    hardly  fail  of  con- 

*  quelt    whitherfoever   he    (hould    lead    it. — An    army 

*  whofe  order  and  difcipline,  whofe   fobriety  and  man- 

*  ners,  whofe  courage  and  fuccefs  hath  made  it  famous  . 

*  and  terrible  over  the  world.- ^^His  Majefty  knows 

*  they   are  too  good  Englijlmien  to  wifh  that   a  Handing 

*  army  {hould  be  kept  up  in  the  bowels  of  their  own 
»  country,  that  they  who  did  but  xn  Bella  pads  gerere 
'  negotium,  and  who  whilft  an  army  lived  like  good  huf- 

*  bandmen  in   the  country,  and    good  citizens  in  the 

*  city,  will   now   become  really  fuch,  and  take  delight 

*  in  the  benefit  of  that  peace,  they  have  fo  honeftly  and  (<)  Lives  of- 
'  fo    wonderfully  brought  to  pafs   (f).'     What  an  elo- 'J^^ '^°''j| 
gium,  before  thofe   who  were  befl  of  all  able  to  judge  ^.ol^"iJ  p"*^ 
of  its  truth  and  propriety  !  Nothing  after  this  can  be  ad-  iz6.  gvo. 

^jg(J^  Lond.  i7rz. 

(r)  Ihey  were  prevented  by  the  diligence  of  Oliver,  ivho  chara'dev  is 
/hewed  himfelf  an  a^ive  partizan. '\     I  intend  not  to  par-  given  of 
ricularize  the  military  exploits  of  Crotnwell^    they  are^j'^'^"^''.""' 
fufficicntly  known.     Europe   founded    with    them  j  and  nuaumi  of 
they  will  be  long  talked  of.     However,  as  this  was   his  the  Lift  of 
firft  exploit,  it  may  merit  fome  attention,  as  well   as  ^'"T."''""' 
redify  fome  miftakes.     Great  complaint  is  made  of  him 
in  the  ^lerela  Cantabrigienfis,  in  the  following  words  : 

*  Mafter  CrcmivelU  burgefs  for  the  town  of  Crtw^r/Wj^r, 

*  and  then  nevv^ly  turned  a  man  of  war,  was   ftnt  down 

*  by  his  mailers  above,  at  the  invitation  of  his  mafters 

*         G  3  '  be- 
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course  of  the  war  he  gave  full  proof  of  his 
bravery  and  good  conduct :  at  Marjlon-Moor 
he  turned  the  fortune  of  the  day,   and  there- 

by 

/  below  (as  himfelf  confefled)  to  gather  what  ftrength 

*  he  could  to  ftop  all  paflages  that  no  plate   might  be 

*  fent :  but  his  defigns  being  frullrated,  and  his  opi- 
'  nion  as  of  an  adtive  fubtile  man,  thereby  fomewhat 

*  fliaken  and  endangered,  he  hath  ever  fince  bent  him- 

*  feif    to  work   what  revenge   and   mifchief    he  could 

*  againft    us.     In  purfuit  whereof,   before  that  month 

*  was  expired,  down  he  comes  again  in  a  terrible  man- 

*  ner  with  what  forces  he  coulJ  draw  together,  and 
'  furrounds  divers  colleges,  while  we  were  at  our  de- 

,    '  votion  in  our  feveral  chapped,  taking  away  prifoners, 

CantaBriei-  *  fcvetal  do<5tors   of  divinity,    heads  of  colleges, 

enfif,  8vo.  *  and  thefe  he  carries  with  him  to  Lcndtn  in  triumph  {dj' 
P-  i8i.  This  ftory  is  repeated  by  the  editor  of  Dr.  BafuicVs 
it^n  .  J  3.  ij^^^  ^^^  ^^,  ^j^^  extract  from  the  journals,  in  the  fore- 
going note,  it  appears  that  his  deugn  of  Hopping  the 
plate  intended  for  the  King  was  not  fruftrated,  and 
therefore  the  former  part  of  the  ftory  muft  be  without 
foundation,  /k/tfy  writes,  that  *  the  firft  a£lion  Ctotn- 
*■  well  undertook  was  to  fecure  the  town  of  Comhrtdge 

*  for  the  parliament,  about  the  middle  of  "Januaiy. 
'  Univerfities  of  all  places  were  moft  apt  to  adhere  to 
'  the  King's  party,  efteeming  parliaments,  and  efpeci- 
'  ally   this,   the   greateft  depreflbrs  of  that  ecclefiaftical 

*  dignity,  in  hope  of  which  they  are  there    nurtured  : 

*  Upon  which  reafon  they  were  packing  up  a  largequan- 
'  tity  of  the  plate  that  belonged  to  all  the  colleges,  to 

*  fend  it  away  to  the  King,  which  would  have  made  a 
»  confiderable  fum.     This   was   forefeen   by  Cromuell ; 

*  who  by  a   commiflion  from   the  parliament,  and  lord 

*  general  EJfex^  had  raifed  a  troop  of  horfe,  and  came 
{t)  Hiflory  t  down  into  that  country,  with  authority  to  raife  more 
Taffent V  *  ^^'"<^^'  "^^  occafion  ferved  ;  he  came  to  Can:br';dge  foon 
iij.p.  79.  '  enough  to  fcize  upon  that  plate  </).' — What  thequan- 
fo!:o.  Lond  jjty  of  platc  10  thg  whple  was,  which  was  packed  up 
'^+7-  fof 
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by  obtained  great  honour  to  himfelf,  and 
advantage  to  his  maflers.  His  courage  not- 
withflanding  has  been  called  in  queflion  (s)  : 

I 

for  the  King,  appears  not :    but   the  particular  pieces 

fent  from  St.  John's  college  for  the  purpofe,  amounted  (/)  Rar- 

to  two  thoufand  fixty  five  ounces  and  three  fourths  (/").  ^'ck'sLife, 

So  that  probably  the  whole  was  a  good  booty.     But  Lond!  1724. 

Cromwell  feldom  did  things  by  halves.     '  Whilft  I  was 

'  about  Huntington,  vifiting   old    Sir   Oliver  Cromivelly 

'  his  uncle    and  godfather,  at  his  houfe  at  Ramfey^  he 

'  told  me  this  ftory  of  his  fuccefsful  nephew  and  god- 

*  fon  ;  that  he  vifited  him  with  a  good  ftrong  party  of 
'  horfe,  and  that  he  had  afked  him  his  blefling,  and 
'  that  the  few  hours  he  was  there,  he  would  not  keep 
'  on  his  hat  in  his  prefence ;  but  at  the  fame  time,  he 

*  not  only  difarmed,  but  plundered   him :  for   he  took  (^)  war- 

*  away  all  his  plate  [g)*     This  was  in   charadter :  the  w;ck,  p. 
uncle    was  treated    with   proper   rerpe6t ;    the  cavalier  ^5'" 
prevented   from  doing  mifchief!    Crc7«w^// well  undcr- 

ftood  his  duty. 

(s)  His  courage  however  has  been  called  in  queJilon.'\ 
It  has  been  obferved  that  there  is  no  opinion  fo  abfurd 
as  not  to  have  been  embraced  by  fome  men.  The  im- 
putation of  cowardice  to  Cromwell  would  not  eafily  have 
been  thought  on,  by  thofe  who  had  feen  or  heard  of 
his  exploit-^.  But  prejudice  works  wonders,  and  in  a 
trice  levels  or  exalts  characters  in  the  eyes  of  even  wife 
and  underftanding  men.  Lord  Holies  was  undoubtedly 
of  this  number;  but  being  oppofed  and  opprefl'ed  by 
Cromwell  and  his  party,  he  could  fee  nothing  to  admire, 
but  every  thing  to  blame  in  him      *   He  engaged  in  a 

*  particular  oppolition  to  C'omwell,  fays  Burtiety  in  the 
'  time  of  the  war:    they  hated  one  another   equally. 

*  Holies  feemed  to  carry  this  too  far,  for  he  would  not 
'  allow  Cromwell  to  have  been  either  wife  or  brave;  but 

*  often  applied  Solomon's  obfervation   to  him,  that   the 
'  battle  was  not  to  the  ftrong,  nor  favour  to  the  man 

*  of  underftanding,  but  that  time  and  chance  happened 

G  4  <  to 
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I  have    no  need  .to  fay,  without  reaion.— - 

His  fuccels  procured  him  friends  and  repu- 

■  ,   tationj 

{h)  Burnet,  c  (q  a]]  jnen  (h),'     A  fine  way  of  levelling  the  acts  of 

-''  '^'       heroes! — But   let   us  he^x  HdHfs  himlelf.     '  However 

'  liejtenant  general  Cromivdl  had  the    impudence   and 

'  boldnefs  to  aflume  much  of  the  honor  of  it  [the  vic- 

*  tory  at  Marjion- Moor ^  in  "July,  1644]   *o   himfelf,  or 

*  rather,    He^cd  like,  to  fuffer  others  to   magnify  and 

*  adore  him  for  it  (for  I  can  fcarce  believe  he  ihould  be 

*  fo  impudent  to  give  it  out  himfelf,  fo  contcious  as   he 

*  muft  be  of  his  own  bafe  cowardlinefb)  thofe  who   did 

*  the  principal  fervice   that   day,    were  major  general 
'  LeJJy^  who  commanded  the  Siots  horfe,  major  general 

*  Crawford,  who  was  major  general  to  the  E^rl  of  Man- 

*  ckejier's  brigade,  and  Sir  Thomas  Fairfax,  who,  under 

*  his  father,  Gomfnanded  the  northern  brigade.     But  my 

*  friend  Crorrizvtil  had  neither  part  nor  lott  in  the   bu- 
'  finefs :  for  I   have  feveral   times  heard  it  from  C>aiv- 

*  ford's  own  mouth  (and  I  think  J  (hall  not  be  miftaken 

*  if  I  fay  CromW:ll  himfelf  has  heard  it  from  him  ;  for 
'  he  once  fa  id  it  aloud  in  IVeJiminJier  HalU  when  Crom- 

*  «.W/ palled  by  him,  with  a  dcfign  he  might  hear  him) 
/            '  that  when  the  whole  army  zX  Marjlon- Moor  was  in 

'  a  fair  poffibility   to  be  utterly  routed,  and  a  great  part 
'  of  it  running,  he  faw  the  body  of  hor'e  of  th:it  brigade 

*  (landing  ftill,  and  to  his  feeming  doubtful  which  way 

*  to  charge  backward  or  forward,  when  he  ciime  up  to 
'  them  in  a  great  palHjn,  reviling  them  with  the  names 

/  'of  p,oltroons   and    cov/ards,    and   alked  them    if  they 

*  would  (land  (till  ar.d  fee  the  day  loll  ?     Whereupon 

*  Cromwell  (hewed  himfelf,  and  in  a  pitiful  voice  faid, 

*  Major  general,  what  (hall  I  do  ?    He  (begging  pardon 

*  for  what  he  faid,  not  knowing  he  was  there,  towards 

*  whom  he  kncv/  his  diftance  as  to  his  fuperior  officer) 

*  told   him,  Sir,  if  you  charge  nor,  all   is  loft;  Crcm- 

*  tiell  anfwered    he  was  wounded,    and   was  not  able 

*  t©  chariie  (his  great  wound  being   a  little  burn  in  the 

*  neck  bv  the  accidental  going  off  behind  him  of  one 

«  of 
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tation;  but  at  the  fame  time  it  was  attended 

'  of  his  foldler's  piftols)  then  Crawford  defired  him  to  go 
'  off  the  field,  and  fending  one  away  with  him  (who 
'  very  readily  followed  wholfome  advice)  led  them  on 

*  himfelf,  which  was  not  the  duty  of  his  place,  and  as 
'  little  for  CromweWs  honor,  as  it  proved  to  be  much 
'  for  the  advancement  of  his  and  parties  pernicious  de- 
'  figns.  This  I  have  but  by  relation,  yet  I  eafily  be- 
*•  lieve  it  upon  the  credit  of  the  reporter,  who  was  a 
'  man  of  honor,  that  was  not  afhamed  or  afraid  to  pub- 
'  lift  it  in   all  places.     Belides  I  have  heard  a  parallel 

*  ftory  of  his  valour  from  another  perfon  [colonel  Dal- 
'  bier'\   not  inferiour,  neither  in  quality  nor  reputation, 

*  to  major  general  Crawford^  who  told  me,  that  when 

*  Bafing  Houfe  \N^.s  flormed,  Crcfiiwcll.,  inftead  of  lead- 

*  ing  on  his  men,  flood  a  good  diftanceoff,  out  ofgun- 

*  {hot,  behind  a  hedge.  And  fomething  I  can  deliver 
'  of  him  upon  my  own  knowledge,  which  makes  paf- 

*  fage  for  the  eafier  belief  of  both  thefe  relations,  and 

*  allures  me  that  that  man  is  as  errand  a  coward,  as  he 
'  is  notorioufly  perfidious,  ambitious,  and  hypocritical, 
'  l^his  was  his  Safe  keeping  out  of  the  field  at  Keinton 

*  battle  J  where  he   with  his  troop  of  horfe  came  not 

*  in,  impudently  and  ridiculoufly  affirming,  the  day  af-       ^ 
'  ter,  that  he  had  been  all  that  day  feeking  the  army 

'•  and  place  of  fight,  though  his  quarters  were  but  at 
'  a  village  near  hand,  whence  he  could  not  find  his 

*  way,  nor  be  directed  by  hfs  ear,  when  the  ordnance     - 

*  was  heard,  as  I  have  been  credibly  informed,  20  or  30 

*  miles  off  j  fo  that  certainly  he  is  far  from  the  man  he 

'  is  taken  for  (/).*     Mr.  IValpole,  referring  to  this   paf-  {5^"°""'' 
fage,  fays  '  from   the  extream  good  fe^ife  of  his  lord-  i5,&°feq/*  W 

*  Ihip's  fpecches  and    letters,  one  (hould  not  have  ex-  8vo.  Lond. 

*  pected  that   weak   attempt    to  blaft  Cromwell  for  a  '*99- 

*  coward.     How   a  judicatory  in    the   temple  of  fame 

*  would  laugh  at  fuch  witneffes  as  major  general  Craw-  logueofVoy- 

*  fjrd  and  z  colonel  Dalifier  /  Cesfar  and  Crotmvell  are  aUnrf  noble 

*  not  amenable  to  acomm^iffion  of  over  and  terminer  f>f).'  ^"^'j?"' 

'  ^   '     vol. 11. p.  32. 

with 
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with  the   envy    and    hatred     (t)    of   very 

power- 


'  (t)  His  fuccefs  was  attended  zvlth  the  envy  and  hatred 
of  very  poiuerful  perfons.]  The  following  paflTdges  will 
enable  the  reader  to  underftand  this.     '  Colonel  Crom- 

*  well  being    made   lieutenant  general  of   the   eail  of 

*  Manchejlers  army,  gave  great  fatisfaciion  to  the  com- 

*  mons  touching  the  bufinefs  of  Dennington  caftle,  and 
'  feemed  (but  cautioufly  enough)   to  lay  more  blame  on 

*  the  officers  of  the  lord  genepal's  army,  than  upon  any 

*  other.  And  the  point  of  priviledge  was  debated  touch- 
'  ing  the  lords  tranfmitting  of  a  charge  from  them,  be- 

*  fore  it  was  brought  up  to  them.  This  reflected  upon 
'  lieutenant   general  Cromwell,    of  whom  the  lord  ge- 

*  neral    now  began  to   have  Tome  jealoufies,  and  was 

*  advifed  to  put  to  his  flrength  to  rid  Cromivell  out  of  the 

*  way,  and  the  means  to  be  ufed  to  efFe£l  this,  was 
'  fuppofed  to  be  by  the  Scots  commiflioners,  who  were 
'  not  well    pleafed    with   Cromwell   upon    fome  words 

*  which  he  had  fpoken  (as  they  apprehended)  derogatory 

*  to  the  honor  of  their  nation.  One  evening  very  late, 
'  Maynard  and  I  were  fent  for  by   the  lord  general  to 

*  EJ/ex-houfe^  and   there  was  no  excufe  to  be  admitted, 

*  nor  did  we  know  beforehand  the  occafion  of  our  be- 

*  ing  fent  for:  when  we  came  to  Effex-honfe^  we   were 

*  brought  to  the  lord  general,  and   with    him  were  the 

*  Scots  commiirioners,    Mr.  Hoilis,  Sir  Philip  Stapyiton, 

*  Sir  yohn  Aleyrick,    and   divers    o  hers  of   his  fpecial 

*  friends.      After  compliment!^,    and  that  all   were  fet 

*  down  in  council,  the  lord  general,  in  general  terms 

*  having  mentioned  his  having  fent  for  them  on  impor- 
'  tant  bufinefs,   defired   the  lord  chancellor  of  Scotland 

*  to  enter  into  the   detail,  which  he  did  in  the  follow- 

*  ing  manner:  JV! after  Maynard  and  mailer  JVhitlu^^y 
'  I  can  afTure  you  of  the  great  opinion   both  my  bre- 

*  thren  and  myfelf  have  of  your  worth   and   ahilitie*, 

*  elfe  we  (hould  not  have  defired  this  meeting  w  ith  you, 
'  and  fince  it  is  his  Excellency's  pleafure  that  I  fhould 

*  acquaint  you  with  the  matter  upon  whilke  your  coun- 

»  fcl 
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powerful  perfons,  whom  he  foon   got   the 

better 

fel  is  defired,  I  {hall  obey  his  commands,  and  briefly 
recite  the  bufinefs  to  you.     You  ken  vary  weele  that 
lieutenant  general  Cromivell  is  no  friend  of  ours,  and 
fince  the  advance  of  our  army  into  England^  he  hath 
ufed   all  underhand   and  cunning  means  to  take  oiF 
from  our  honor  and  merit  of  this  kingdom;  an  evil 
requital  of  all  our  hazards  and  fervices  :  but  fo  it  is, 
and  we  are  neverthelefs  fully  fatisfied  of  the  afFedions 
and  gratitude  of  the  gude  people  of  this  nation  in  the 
general.    It  is  thought  requifite  for  us,  and  for  the  carry- 
ing on  ofthecaufe  of  the  tvvay  kingdoms,  that  this  ob- 
ftacleor  remora  may  be  removed  out  of  the  way,  whom 
we  fofefee  will  otherwife  be  no  fmall  impediment  to 
us,  and  the  gude   defign  we  have  undertaken.     He 
not  only  is  no  friend    to  us,  and  the  government  of 
our  church,  but  he  is  alfa  no  well -wilier  to  his  Ex- 
cellency, whom  you  and    we  all  have  caufe  to  love 
and  honour ;  and  if  he  be  permitted  to  go  on  in  his 
ways,  it   may,  I   fear,  endanger  the  whole  bufinefs ; 
therefore  we  are  to  advife  of  fome  courfe  to   be  taken 
for  prevention  of  that  mifchief.     You  ken  very  wele 
the  accord  'twixt  the  twa  kingdoms,  and  the  unioa 
by  the  fulemn  league  and  covenant,  and  if  any  be  ar» 
incendiary  between  the  twa  nations,  how  is  he  to  be 
proceeded  againft  :    Now  the   matter  is,  wherein  we 
defire  your  opinions,  what  you  tak  the  meaning  of 
this  word  incendiary  to  be,  and  whether  lieutenant  ge- 
neral Cromu-'el!  be  not  ficke  an  incendiary,  as  is  meant 
thereby,  and  whilke  way  wud  be  beft  to  tak  to  pro- 
ceed againft  him,  if  he   be  proved   to  be  ficke  an  in- 
cendiary, and  that  will   clepe  his  wings  from  foarino- 
to  the  prejudice  of  our   caud-.     Now  you  may  ken 
that  by  our  law  in  Scotland  we  clepe  him  an  in:endiart 
whay  kindleth    coals   of  contention,  and  raifeth  dif- 
ferences in  the  flate  to  the  publick  damage,  and   he  is 
tanquam  pubiicus  hojHs  patria  j  whether  your  law  be 
the  fame  or  net,  you  ken  befi  wh©  are  mickle  learned 

*  therein, 
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better  of, by  craft,  difiimulation/livpocrify,  and 

the 


I'^iJ^/'    *  therein,  and   therefore  with  the  favour  of  his  Excel- 
mcriah,  p.    *  Icncy  we  defire  your  judgments  in   thefe  points  (/).' 
ii6.  /^>6///f^i  in  anfwer  hereunto  obferved,  *  that  the  (enfe 

'  of  the  word  incendiary  was  the  fame  in   both  nations  ; 

'  but  whether  Cnmweli  was  one  depended  on  proofs  j 

*  if  proofs  were  Wanting,  he  was  none;   if  fuch  were  at 

*  hand,  he  might  be  proceeded  againft  in  parliament.' 
He  moreover  obferved,  that  it  became  not  perfons  of 
their  honor  and  authority  to  appear  in  any  bufinefs,  ef- 
pecially  of  an  accufation,  but  fuch  as  they  faw  could  be 
clearly  made  out,  and  be  brought  to  the  eiFecl  intended. 
CromwelPs  parts  were  then  defcribed ;  his  interefl  in  the 
houfe  of  commons,  and  even  in  the  houfe  of  peers, 
and  his  abilities  to  manage  his  own  defence  to  the  beft 
advantage.  He  advifed  therefore  that  the  matter  for 
the  prefent  might  be  dropt;  that  the  proofs  againfl  him 
might  be  collected,  and  then  they  might  confult  and 
advife  afreft.  yt^flVTari^  concurring  in  the  fame  opinion, 
the  affair  was  at  a  ftand,  and  nothing  came  of  it :  '  though 

*  Mr.  Hu'lis,  and  Sir  Philip  Stapylton,  and  fome  others, 
*•  fpake  fmartly  to  the  bufinefs,  and  mentioned  feme  pac- 

*  ticular  paflages,  and  words  of  Crfimzveli's  tending  to 
'  prove  him  to  be  an  incendiary  ;  and  they  did  not  ap- 
'  prehend  his  intereft  in  the  houfe  of  commons  to  be 

(m)  Id,  p.    t  fo  niuch  as  was  fuppofed ;  and   they  would  willingly 

**'*  *  have  been  upon  the   accufation  of  him  (m).'     This 

was  at  the  latter  end  of  the  year  1644.     Mr.  IJ kitloik 

ciofes  his  account  of  this  remarkable  converfation  with 

the  following  words :  *  I  had   fome  caufe  to   believe, 

*  that  at  this  debate,  fome  who  were  prefent,  were  falfe 

*  brethren,  and  informed  Cromwell  of  all  that  paft 
'  among  us,  and  after  that  CrtmwAl,  though  he  took 
'  no  notice  of  any  particular  pafTages  at  that  time,  yet 

*  he  feemed   more  kind   to  me  and   Mr.  Mayrard  than 

*  he  had  been  formerly,  and  carried  on  his  defign  more 
(«)  Id.  ib;d.  *  aclively  of  making  way  for  his  own  advancement  («).* 

This  was  the  fate  of  Cromwell :  en\7  followed  his  great 

I  deeds, • 
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the  ufual  arts  of  men  bent  on  defeating  the  de- 

iigns 

deeds,  and  deep  defigns  were  laid  for  clipping  his  wings, 
ere  he  feemed  to  have  done  any  thing  to  have  deferx'ed 
fiich  treatment.  We  need  not  wonder  after  this,  that 
he  oppofed  the  Scots^  RJJ'e-'<  and  Holds,  and  that  they  en- 
tertained a  deadly  hatred  of  him. The  charge  ad- 
vanced againft  Cromwell  here,  was  that  he  was  no  friend 
to  the  Scots^  and  the  government  of  their  church,  and 
no  well  wifher  to  Lord  EJfex.  The  charge  indeed 
might  be  true  enough;  though  a  poor  foundation  for  a 
parliamentary  profecution,  at  leaft  if  juftice  had  taken 
place.  Probabls  'tis  he  thought  the  bufinefs  in  which  he 
was  engaged  might  have  been  done  without  the  Sccts^ 
that  they  might  bring  about  a  peace  in  conjundion  with 
EJJcx^  very  different  from  his  wilhes  ;  and  as  for  their 
church  government,  he,  with  many  other  fenfible  men, 
had  a  great  difreliQi  of  it.  'Tis  well  enough  known, 
that  when  the  parliament  applied  for  afliftance  to  the 
Scots^  it  was  granted  among  other  things  upon  condition 
of  their  taking  a  jolemn  league  and  covenant  together  with 
the  Scotti/h  nation,  whereby  they  bound  themfelves  a- 
mong  other   particulars,  '  to  endeavour   to    bring  the 

*  churches  of  God,  in  the  three  kingdoms,  to  the  near- 

*  eft  GonjuiKtion  and  uniformity  in  religion,  confeffion 
'  of  faith,  form  of  church  government,  direftory  for 
'  worfliip  and  catechizing.     And  in  like  manner,  with- 

*  out  refpedt  of  perfons,  to  endeavour  the  extirpation  of 
'  popery,    prelacy,    (that    is,    church    government   by 

*  arch-biihops,  bifhops,  their  chancellors  and  commif- 
'  faries,  deans,  deans  and  chapters,  arch-deacons,  and 
'  all  other  ecclefiaftical  officers  depending  on  that  hierar- 

*  chy)  fuperftition,  herefy,  fchifm,  profanenefs,  and 
'  wbatfoever  fhall  be  found  to  be  contrary  to  found  docr 

*  ttiiie  and  the  power  of  godlinefs.-— — And  they  were 

*  alfo  by  the  fame  covenant   to  endeavour  with   their 

*  eftates  and  lives  mutually  to  preferve  the    rights  and 

*  priviledges  of  the  parliaments,  and  the  liberties  of  tlie 

*  kingdoms ;  and    to  preferve  arid   defend  the  King's 

*  Ma- 
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figns  of  their  foes,  and  advancing  their 
own  (u) ;  by  deep  diffimulation,   I  fay,  and 

his 

*  Majefty*s  perfon  and  authority,  in  the  prefervation  and 

*  defence  of  the  true  religion  and  liberties  of  the  king- 
fa)  Parlia-  '  doms,  that  the  world  might  bear  witnefs  of  their  loy- 
mentary  '  alty,  and  that  they  had  no  thoughts  or  intentions  to 
Hiftory,  t  diminifli  his  Majefty's  juft  power  and  greatnefs  (<?).' 
iQ7.*8vor  This  covenant  was  taken  by  both  houfes  of  parliament, 
Lond.  1753.  5^//.  25,  1643,  and  all  the  officers  of  the  army   were 

ltri<Slly  enjoined  to  do  the  fame,  as  well  as  the  people 
throughout  the  kingdom.  Cromweil  therefore  mult  have 
taken  it;  but  in  the  fame  manner  as  men  take  many 
other  things,  much  againfl  his  mind,  though  he  had 
art  enough  then  to  conceal  his  diflike  :  for  it  cannot  be 
thought  but  it  muft  be  very  difagreeable  to  him  to  be 
bound  to  introduce  a  difcipline  his  large  foul  abhorred, 
and  to  preferve  and  defend  a  prince  whom  he  was  to 
fight  againft,  and  whofe  power  and  greatnefs  were  the 
obje<3s  of  his  dread.  In  fhort,  Cr cmwell  czmt  not  into 
the  fchemes  of  the  Scots,  either  religious  or  political, 
and  confequently  was  hated  by  them. 

(u)  By  craft,  dijfimulat'nn  and  bypocrify,  he  got  the  bet- 
ter of  bis  fces.^  No  man  was  ever  more  taxed  with 
hypocrify  and  diffimulation  than  Cromwell:  his  enemies 
were  continually  reproaching  him  with  it;  his  friends 
could  not  deny  it ;  and  the  truth  of  hiftory  requires  it 
ihould  be  fully  laid  open.  For  every  thing  is  ufeful : 
.  vices  and  follies  inftruct  as  well  as  virtues  :  though  wife 

men  only  profit  by  them. ^Let  us  hear  the  accufations 

againfl  Oliver  on  this  head.  *  If  craft  be  wifdom,  fays 
'  Mr.  Cowley^  and  diffimulation  wit  (affifted  both  and" 
'  improved  with  hypocrifies  and  perjuries)  I  mull  not 
'  deny  him  to  have  been  fingular  in  both ;  but  fo  grofs* 
'  was  the  manner  in  which  he  made  ufe  of  them,  that 

*  as  wife  men  ought  not  to  have  believed  him  at  firff, 

*  fo  no  man  was  fool  enough  to  believe  him  at  laft  ; 

*  neither  did  any  man  feem  to  do  it,  but  thofe   who 

*  thought  they  gained  as  much  hy  that  dilTembling,  asr 

*  he 
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his  interell;  in  the  army,  and  the  houfe  of 

com- 

*  he  did  by  his.     His  very  aflings  of  godlinefs  grew  at 

*  laft  as    ridiculouf,    as  if   a  player  by    putting  on   a 

*  gown,  ihould  think  he  reprefented  excellently  a  wo- 

*  man,  though  his  beard  at  the  fame  time  were  feen  by 

*  all    the  fpedators.     if  you  a(k  me  why  they  did  not 

*  hifs,  and  explode   him  oft'  the  ftage,  I  can  only  an- 

*  fwer,  that  they  durft  not  do  fo,  becaufe  the  ad^ors  and 

*  door-keepers   were  too  ftrong  for   the   company.     I 

*  muft  confefs  that  by  thefc  arts  (how  grofly  foever  ma- 

*  naged,  as  by  hypocritical  praying,  and  filly  preaching, 

*  by  unmanly  tears  and  whinings,  by  falfhoods  and  per- 

*  juries,  ev<.n  diabolical)  he   had   at   firft  the  good  for- 

*  tune,  (as  men  call  it,  that  is  the  ill  fortune)  to  attain 

*  his  ends  \  but  it  was  becaufe  his  ends  were  fo  unrea- 

*  fonable,  that  no  human  wifdom  could  forefee  them  ; 
'  which  made  them  who  had  to   do  with  him  believe 

*  that  he  was  rather  a  well  meaning  and  deluded   bisiot, 

»  than  a  crafty  and  malicious   impoftor  (/>).'     Another  f/')'^'fcourfe 
writer  who  alfo  lived  in  Cromweir%   time,  and    wrote  Sliver"'"^ 
when  he  was  in  the  height  of  his  power,  exprefles  him-  Cromwell^ 
felf  in  the  following  manner :  <  Had   not  his  highnefs  P*  ^^* 
had  a  faculty  to   be  fluent  in  his  tears,  and  eloquent 
in  his  execrations ;  had  he  not  had  fpongie  eyes,  and 
a  fupple  confcience  ;•  and  befides  to  do  wit    people  of 
great  faith,   but  little  wit ;  his  courage,  a.-.d   the  reft 
of  his  moral  virtues,  with  the  help  of  his  janiflaries, 
had  never  been  able  fo  fa;;  to  advance  him  out  of  the 
reach  of  juftice,  that  we  (hould  have  need  to  call  for     ' 
any  other  hand  to  remove  him,  but  that  of  the  hang- 
man {q):     And  again—'  He  hath  found  indeed   that,  ,j,jj,j^ 
in  godlinefs  there  is  great  gain  ;  and   that   preaching  no  iwirdef, 
and  praying  well  managed,    will  obtain  other  kino-- p.  6.0,  ' 

'doms,X*. 

*  KilVing  no  murdct  has  heen  almoft  univeifallv  given  to  Colonel  T,tu%,  But  in  a  nar- 
rtivetoucTiing  Colonel  Edivard  Sexhy,  [of  whom  there  is  an  account  in  Clarendon, 
vol.  VI.  p.  640J  who  lately  died  a  priloner  in  the  Tower,  dated  Jan.  ;o,  1657.  O.  S- 
It  IS  f.„d,  '  that  he  owned  the  book  called  Killing  ro  Murder;   Atid  faid  he  was'rtill'  of 

that  Judgment.  See  Mercuries  Politicus,  No.  399.  p.  252.  and  Thurloc.  vol.  vi. 
p-.  50c. 
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commons,  he  got  the  better  of  all  his  foes-| 

for 


*  doms,  as  well  as   that  of  heaven.     His  indeed  have 

*  been  pious  arms  ;  for  he  hath  conquered  moft  by  thofe 

*  of  the  churchj  by  prayers  and  tears.  But  the  truth 
'  is,  \\  ere  it  not  for  our  honor  to  be  governed  by  one 
'  that  can  manage  both  the  fpiritual  and  temporal  fword, 

*  and,  Roman  like,  to  have  our  emperor  our  high  priefl, 

*  we  might  have  had  preaching  at  a  much  cheaper  rate, 
'  and  it  would  have  coft  us  but  our  tythes,  which  now 

f''5j^'"'"g  *  cofts  us  all  (r).'  Thcfe  are  general  declamations. 
^2.  ^'  ^  *  Let  us  fee  what  fz6\s  there  are  to  fupport  them.  Lord 
Hclles  fpeaking  of  the  mutiny  in  the  army  on  account 
of  fome  regiments  being  ordered  to  go  to  Irelaid^  by 
the  parliament,  has  the  following  paffages  :  '  When 
they  [the  officers]  had  wrought  the  feat,  Sir  Thomas 
Fairfax  himfelf  came  to  London  upon  pretence  of  tak- 
ing phyfick-j  Crcmwell,  Ireton,  Fleetwood^  Rainjhor oughX 
who  were  members  of  the  houfe  of  commons  as  well 
as  principal  officers  of  the  army,  keep  the  houfe,  that 
the  foldiers  might  be  left  to  themfelves  to  fire  the  more, 
run  up  to  extreams,  and  put  themfelves  into  a  pflflure 
to  carry  on  their  work  of  rebellion  with  a  high  and 
violent  hand,  which  had  been  fo  handfomely  done  ': 
for  either  they  muft  have  appeared  in  it,  and  joined 
with  the  foldiers,  which  had  bren  too  grofs,  or  have 
flopped  it  in  the  beginning,  cru(hed  the  ferpent  in  the 
egg,  which  had  been  moil  eafy,  but  was  contrary  to 
their  defign.  So  now  they  give  the  bufinefs  time  to 
foment,  and  the  rebcliion  to  grow  to  fome  head,  that 
afterwards  when  they  {hould  come  amongft  them  (for 
they  could  not  but  expe<5t  the  parliament  would  fend 
them  down)  they  might  feem  to  be  carryed  with  the 
violence,  and  to  give  fome  way  for  preventing  greater 
inconveniencies,  and  to  keep  them  from  extremiiies 
till  the  monfter  was  formed,  and  got  to  that  ftrength 
as  to  prote«St  itfelf  and  them,  when  they  might  with- 
out danger  declare  for  it,  which  they  afterwards  did. 
In  the  mean  time  difclaiming  it,  blaming  the  foldiers 

'  at 
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for  it  was  unfafe,  as  well  as  unpopular,  to 

attack 

'  2t  thaf  di^nntc  (2isC>'omw:!l  6\6  opeh\y  in  the  houfe, 

*  protefling,  for  his  part,  he  would  itick  to  the  pafha- 

*  menr)    whih't   underhand    they  fent  them  encourage- 

*  ments  and  dire£lions ;    for  nothing   was   done  there^ 

*  but  by  advice  and  countenance  from  Lend  n^  wheres 
'  the  whole  bufincfs  was  fo  laid,  the   rebellion  refolved 

*  upon,  and  the   officers   that  were  in  town  fo  deeply 

*  engaged,  that  when  the  full  time  was  come  for  pu[- 

*  ting  things  in  execution,  my  friend  Cromvuell,  who 
'  had  been  fent  down  by  the  parliament  to  do  good  of- 
'  fices,  was  come  up  again  witho\it  doing  any,  and   he 

*  who  had  made  thofe  folemn  proteftations  with  fome 
'  great  imprecations  on  himfelf  if  he  failed   in   his  pcr- 

*  formance,  did,  notwithdanding,  privily  convey  thence 

*  his  goods  (which  many  of  the  independants  did  like- 
'  wife,  leaving  city  and  parliament  as  marked  out  for 

*  d-ftru£tion)  and  then  without  leave  of  the  houfe  (after 
f  fome  members  miffing  him  and  fearing  him  goncj 
f  had  moved  to  have  him  fent  for;  v/hereupon  he  being, 
^  as  it  feems,  not  yet  gone,  and  having  notice  of  it?, 

*  came  and   (liewed   himfelf  a  little   in   the  houfe)  did 

*  fteal  away  that  evening,  I  may  fay  run  away  poft 
'  down  to  the  army,  and  prefently  join  in  the  fubfcrip- 

'  tion  of  a  rebellious  letter  (>).' Burnet  relates  the  „.  .g^'"  '*' 

following  anecdote  on  the  authority  of  Sir  Hai bottle 
Grimji'jn.     '  When  the  houfe  jpf  commons  and  the  army 

*  were  a  quarelling,  at  a  meeting  of  the  officers  it  was 

*  propofed  to  purge  the  army  better,  that  they  might 
'  know  whom  to  depend  on.     Cromvuell  upon  that  faid, 

*  he  was  fure  of  the  army;  but  there  vas  another  b  dy 

*  that  had  more  need  of  purging,  naming  the  houfe  of 

*  cojnmons,  and  he  thought  the    army  only  could   do 

*  that.     Two  officers  that  we're  prefent  brought  an  ac- 

*  count  of  this  to  Gr'tmjlon^    who  carried    them  with 

*  him  to  the  lobby  of  the  houfe  of  commcj(ns,>  they  be- 
'   ing  refolved    to  juftify  it  to  the   houfe.      There  was 

*  another  d;;bate    then  on   footj  but  Qrimjl.n  diverted 

H  *  is. 
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attack  a  man  crowned  with    vidories,  and 

ap- 

*  It,  and  faid  he  had  a  matter  of  priviledge  of  the  high-* 
'  eft  fort  to  lay  before  them  :  it  was  about  the  being  and 

*  freedom  of  the  houfe.  So  he  charged  Cromwell  with 
'  the  defign  of  putting  a  force  on  the  houfe.  He  had 
'  his  witnefles  at  the  door,  and   defircd  they  might  bd 

*  examined.  They  were  brought  to  the  bar,  and  juf- 
«  tified  all  that   they  had  faid  to  him,  and  gave   a  full 

*  relation    of   all  that   had    pafl'ed    at    their  meetings. 

*  When  they   withdrew,    Cromwell  fell   down  on  his 

*  knees,  and  made  a  folemn  prayer  to  God,  attefting 

*  his  innocence,    and  his   zeal  for   the   fervice  of  the 

*  houfe  :  he  fubmitted  himfelf  to  the  providence  of 
«  God,  who  it  feems  thought  fit  to  exercife  him  with. 

*  calumny  and  flandcr,  but  be  fubmitted  his  caufe  to 
'  him.     This  he  did   with  great  vehemence,  and  with 

*  many  tears.     After  this  ftrange  and  bold  preamble,  he 

*  made  fo  long  a  fpecchj.juftifying  both  himfelf  and  the 

*  reft  of  the  officers,  except  a  few  that  feemed  inclined 

*  to  return  back  to  Egypt ^  that  he  wearied  out  the  houfe, 
'  and  wrought  fo  much  on  his   party,  that  what  the 

*  witnefles  had   faid  was  fo  little  believed,  that  had   it 

*  been  moved,  Grim/hn  thought  that  both  he  and  they 

*  would  have  been   fent  to  the  Tower.     But  whether 

*  their  guilt  made  them  modeft,  or  that  they  had  no 
■*  mind  to  have  the  matter  much  talked  of,  they  let  it 
'  fall :  and  there  was  no  ftrength   in  the  other  fide  to 

*  carry  it  further.  To  complete  the  fcene,  as  foonas  ever 
'  Crcmwell  got  out   of  the'  houfe,  he  refolved    to   truft 

*  himfelf  no  more  amcngft  them;  but  went  to  the  ar- 
(0  Burnet,  *  my,  and  in  a  few  days  he  brought  them  up,  and  forced 
»ol.i.  p.  67.  c  a  great  many  from  the  houfe  (/).'     In  a  pamphlet  en- 
titled *  A  true  narrative  of  the  occafions  and  caufes  of 

*  the  late  lord  general  Cromiveirs  anger  and  indignation 

*  againft  lieutenant  colonel  (j^yr^^y^r^  (fometimes  cor- 

*  net  Joicf)  who  fecured  the  King  at  Holmbyy  reprinted 
in  the  eighth  vol.  of  the  Harhian  Mifcellany,  we  have 
fcveral  particulars,  which  (hew  how  dextroufly  Crgm- 

vmU 
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applauded  as  a  faint  and  an  her6,  by  the  fol- 
diers  and  the  people. 

Though 

well  managed  his  mafk^  and  praclifed  *  one  of  the 
maxims  which  the  Devil,  in  a  late  vifit  upon  earth, 
left  to  his  difciples,  \i'hich  is,  when  once  you  are  got 
up,  to  kick  the  ftooi  from  under  you  («).'  *  After  ^"^  '^°^ 
the  King,  fays  this  writer,  was  feized  by  Joue,  no-  '^^'  • 
tice  was  takeiv  that  Cromwell  Whtd  up  his  hands  in  the 
parliament,  and  called  God,  angels,  and  men  to  wit- 
nefs  that  he  knew  nothing  of  Jo^ct\  going  for  the 
King.  Thereupon  the  faid  Joyce  afked  Crcmweil 
what  made  him  to  fpeak  fuch  words  ?  And  whether  he 
intended  to  do  as  the  King  had  done  before  him,  viz. 
fwear  and  lye  ?  And  bid  him  mark  what  would  be 
the  end  of  fuch  things  5  cautioning  him  to  take  heed 
and  beware  of  fuch  anions :  but  he  flighted  thofe 
warnings,  and  foon  after  flattered  the  faid  Joyce  again 

with  tears  of  repentance. The  faid  Joy:e  protelTing 

againft  the  purging  of  the  parliament,  was  threatned 
by  Cromwell  to  be  deftroyed,  and  when  he  gave  him 
reafons  againft  diflblving  the  parliament  he  was  very 

angry Being  about  to  buy  Finkley  Park  in  Hamp- 

ftiire^  and  having  generoufly  ofi^ered  to  part  with  all 
or  any  part  of  it  again  to  Richard  Cromvjell\  Oliver 
took  him  in  his  arms,  and  toid  him  that  himfelf,  and 
hisfon,  and  family,  were  more  beholden  to  him  than 
to  all  the  world  befides,  and  therefore  bad  him  go 
on  and  profper.  Upon  this  Joyce  went  the  next  morn- 
ing about  it,  and  there  being  a  fu!l  committee  [the  . 
Fork  belonged  to  the  crowhj  he  was  jud:  upon  the 
pouit  of  contraiSling  for  the  laid  Park^  when  on  a 
fudden  in  came  Richard.,  his  father  then  overtopping 
all  in  power,  with  three  lawyers  with  him,  and  re- 
quired them  to  proceed  no  further  in  it,  in  regard  it 
was  his  own  inheritance,  and  no  park,  as  was  fup- 
pofcd.  VV hereupon '/^K^  informed  the  committee  of 
the  whole  difcourfe  that  had  palled  between  the  ge- 
neral, his  fon,  and  himfflf  the  ni»ht  before;  upon 
ii  %  *  which 
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Though  the  parliament  had  in  many  places 

been 


(x)  Harlei- 
an  Mifcel- 
kny,  vol. 
v.ii. 


which  he  fell  upon  him  in  foul  words ;  faying  Sirrah, 
flrrah,  hold  your  tongue,  or  I  fliall  make  you  repent 
the  time  you  were  born ;  which  the  committee  per- 
ceiving, defired  them  to  withdraw  ;  and  finee  that 
time  never  durfl  meddle  with  the  park  any  further. 
Whereupon,  and  his  bearing  teftimony  againft  Crcni' 
iteWs  being  made  Protedlor,  endeavours  were  ufed 
to  ruin  him.  .  And  to  thatpurpofe  his  lieutenant  (who 
before  had  accufed  him,  but  could  make  nothing  of 
it)  was  fent  for  by  Cromwell^  and  encouraged  to  pro- 
fecute  him  again,  and  contrary  to  the  cuftom  and 
courfe  of  the  army,  privately  appointed  officers,  and 
fuch  as  he  could  truft  in  fuch  an  affair,  to  take  the 
lieutenant's  then  depofition  againft  Joyce:  and  they 
took  his  depofition,  who  fwore  falfly  that  he  fhould 
hear  him  fay,  that  he  was  forry  that  Loc.kyer  had  not 
piftolled  Crrwicr^/y;  and  thereupon  fent  him  to  prifon 
without  bail,  and  order  was  given  that  he  (hould  be 
kept  clofe  prifoner,  which  accordingly  was  done; 
and  afterwards  cafbiered.  The  lieutenant  who  had 
pr6fecuted,  applying  to  Cromwell  for  preferment  as 
he  had  been  promifed,  was  told  that  he  had  not  deaFt 
like  a  chriftian  -wxth  Joyce :  he  thereupon  replying,  he 
had  done  nothing  but  what  he  had  been  commanded 
by  him,  was  thruft  out  of  his  chamber  by  Cromwell^ 
and  bad  go  as  a  knave  as  he  was  {x),* 
I  will  add  a  relation  or  two  from  Lud'nv,  who  knew 
the  man,  and  has  drawn  his  chara<Ser,  in  fome  things, 
with  great  exactnefs.  Speaking  concerning  Fairfax*^ 
declining  to  command  the  army  againft  the  Scots^  who 
were  about  to  invade  England  in  behalf  of  the  title  of 
Cha-les  II.  he  goes  on  in  the  following  manner  :  *  Up- 
'  on  this  lieutenant  gener<:l  Cro?nweii  preff&i,  that  n -t- 

*  withftanding  the  unwiilingnefs  of  the  Lord  Fairfax 

*  to  command  upon  this  occafion,  they  would  vet  con- 

*  tinue  him   to  be  general  of  the  army  ;  profeffiiig  for 
'  himfelfj  that  he  would  rather  chufe  to  ferve  under  him 

»  in 
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been  fuccefsful,  the  war  was  like  to  continue,: 

this 


'  in  his  poft,  than  to  command  the  grcatefl:  army  la 

*  Europe.     But  the  council  of  ftate  not  approvinir  that 

*  advice,  appointed   a  committee  of  fome  of  themfelves 

*  to  confer  farther  with  the  general  in  order  to   his  fatif-. 

*  fa£tion.      This    committee  was  appointed    upon   the 

*  motion  of  the  lieutenant  general,   who  acted  his  part 

*  fo  to  the  life,  that  I  really   thought  him    in  earneft  ; 

*  which  obliged  me  to  ftep  to  him' as  he  was  withdraw- 
'  ing  with  the  reft  of  the  committee  out  of  the  council 
'  chamber,  and  to  defire  him,    that   he  would   not    in 

*  compliment  and    humility  obftru£t  the  fervice  of  the 

*  nation  by  his  refufal  ;  but  the  confequence  made  it 
'  fufficiently   evident  that   he   had    no   fuch    intention. 

*  The  committee  having  fpent  fome  time  in  debate  with 
<  the  Lord  Fairfax  without  any  fuccefs,  returned  to  the 
«  council  of  ftate,  whereupon  they  ordered   the  report 

*  of  this  affair  to  be  made  to  the  parliament.     Which 

*  being  done,  and  fome  of  the  general's  friends  inform- 

*  ing  them,  that  though  he  had  {hewed  fome  unwil-. 
'  lingnefs    to    be  employed  in  this  expedition   himfelf, 

*  yet  being  more  unwilling  to  hinder  the  undertaking  of 

*  it  by  another,  he  had  fent  his  fccretary,  who  attended 
'  at  the  door,  to  furrender  his  commiflion,  if  they 
'  thought  fit  to  receive  it ;  the  fecretary  was  called  in, 
'  and  delivered  the  commiflion,  which    the   parliament 

*  having  received,  they  proceeded  to  fettle  an  annual' 
'  revenue  of  five  thoufand  pounds  upon  the  Lord  Fair- 
^  fax,  in  confideration  of  his  former  fervices,  and  then 

*  voted  lieutenant  general  Cromwll  to  be  captain  gene- 

*  ral  of  all  their    land  forces,    ordering    a  commiflion 

*  forthwith  to  be  drawn  up  to  that  efi^ect,  and  referred 
'  to  the  council  of  ftate  to  haften  the  preparations  for 

*  the  northern  expedition.     A  little  after  as  I  fat  in  the 

*  houfe,  near  general  Crcmivel\  he  told  me,  that  hav- 

*  ing  obferved  an  alteration  in  my  looks  and  carriage 
^  towards  him,  he  apprehended  that  I  entertained  fome 
^  fufpicions   of  him  j  and  that  being   perf^aded  of  the 

H  3  »  ten- 
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this  was  occafjoned  partly  by  the  ftrength  of 

the 


tendency  of  the  defigns  of  us  both  to  the  advance- 
ment of  the  publick  fervice,  he  defired  that  a  meet- 
ing might  be  appointed,  wherein  with  freedom  we 
m:ght  discover  the  grounds  of  our  iriiftakes  and  mif- 
appreheiifions,  and  create  a  good  underftanding  be- 
tween us  tor  the  future.  I  anfwered,  that  he  difcover- 
ed  in  me  what  1  had  never  perceived  in  myfelf ;  and 
that  if  I  troubled  him  not  fo  frequently  as  formerly, 
it  was  either  becaufe  I  was  confcious  of  that  weight 
of  bufmefs  that  lay  upon  him,  or  that  I  had  nothing 
to  importune  him  withal  upon  my  own  or  any  other 
account ;  yet  finte  he  was  pleafed  to  do  me  the  honor 
to  defire  a  free  converfation  with  me,  I  aflured  him 
of  my  readinefs  therein.  Whereupon  we.refolved  to 
meet  that  afternoon  in  the  council  of  flate,  and  from 
thence  to  withdraw  to  a  private  room,  which  we  did 
accordingly  in  the  Queen's  guard-chamber,  where  he 
endeavoured  to  perfwade  me  of  the  neceflity  incum- 
bent upon  him  to  do  feveral  things  that  appeared  ex- 
traordinary in  the  judgment   of  fbme  men,  who  in 

*  oppofition  to  him  took  fuch  courfes  as  would  bring 
■  ruin  upon  themfelves,  as  well  as  him  and  the  publick 
'  caufe,  affirming  his  intentions  to  be  dire6\ed  entirely 
'  to  the   good  of  the  people,  and   profefling  his  readi- 

*  ncfs  to  facrifice  his  life  in  their  fervice.  1  freely  ac- 
'  knowledged  my  former  dilTatisfadiion  with  him  and 
'  the  reft  of  the  army,  when  they  were  in  treaty  with  the 
*■  King,  whom  I  looked  upon  as  the  only  obftruiSlion  to 
'  the  fettlement  of  the  nation ;  and  with  their  actions 
'  at  the  rendevouz  at  IVare,  where  they  fhot  a  foldier 

*  to  death,  and   imprifoncd  divers  others  upon  the  ac- 

*  count  of  that  treaty,  which  I  conceived  to  have  been 

*  done  without  authority,  and    for  finifter  ends.     Yet 

*  fince  they   had    manifefled    themfelves   convinced    of 

*  thofe  errors,  and  declared  their  adherence  to  the  com- 

*  monweaith,  tho'  too  partial  a   hand  was  carried  both 

*  by  the  parliament  and  themfelves,  in  the  diflribution 

*  of 
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the  King  J  partly  by  the  divifions  in   parlia- 
ment, 

•  of  preferments  and  gratuities,  and  too  much  feverity 

*  exercifed  againft  feme  who  had  formerly  been  their 
friends,  and  as  I  hoped  would  be  fo  ftill,  with  other 
things  that  I  could  not  entirely  approve,  I  was  con- 
tented patiently  to  wait  for  the  accomplifliment  of 
thofe  good  things  which  I  expe<Sled,  till  they  had 
overcome  the  difficulties  they  now  laboured  under, 
and  fupprefled  their  enemies  that  appeared  both  abroad 
and  at  home  againft  them  ;  hoping  that  then  their 
principles  and  intereft  (hould  lead  them  to  do  what  was 
moft  agreeable  to  the  conftitutipn  of  a  commonwealth, 
and  the  good  of  mankind,  fie  owned  my  difiatif- 
fadtion  with  the  army  whilit  they  were  in  treaty  with 
the  King,  to  be  founded  upon  good  reafons,  and  ex» 
cufed  the  execution  done  upon  the  foldier  at  the  ren- 
devouz,  as  abfolutcly  neceflary  to  keep  things  from 
falling  into  confufion ;  which  muft  have  enfued  upon 
that  divifion,  if  it  had  not  been  timely  prevented. 
He  profefled  to  defire  nothing  more  than  that  the  go- 
vernment of  the  nation  might  be  fettled  in  a  free  and 
equal  commonwealth,  acknowledging  that  there  was 
no  other  prcbable  means  to  keep  out  the  old  family 
and  government  from  returning  upon  us;  declaring 
that  he  looked  upon  the  deilgn  of  the  Lord  in  this 
day  to  be  the  freeing  of  his  people  from  every  bur- 
den, and  that  he  was*  now  accompiifhing  what  was 
prophefied  in  the  iioth  Pfalm;  from  the  confidera- 
tion  of  which  he  was  often  encouraged  to  attend  the' 
efFe<5)ing  thofe  ends,  fpending  at  leaft  an  hour  in  the  (y)  Ludlow, 
expofition  of  that  Pfalm  (_y).' r^Cromzve/l  muft  have  ^°''  ''  ^' 

had  a  peculiar  knack  at  diflimulation,  when  he  was  ca- 
pable of  thus  impofing  on  Ludlow,  who  had  many  times 
before  found  himfelf  deceived  by  him  I  And  he  muft 
have  been  a  mafter  in  this  art,  who  could  ftill  deceive, 
and  ftill  find  means  to  be  trufted  by  the  fame  perfons  : 
as  trufted  he  was  by  the  republican  party,  and  many 
other  honeft  men,  till  he  broke  through  all  forms,  and 

H  4  boldly 
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ment,  and    arnqng  the  commanders  of  their 

armies  j 

boldly  feized  the  fovereignty.  The  arts  made  ufe  of  to 
bring  this  about,  will  tend  to  heighten  our  idea  of  his 
capacity  in  this  refpect,  and  {hew  him  in  his  true  co- 
lours.    '  Though  r he  eagerly  coveted   his  own 

f  advancement,  he  thought  it  not  convenient  yet  to  un- 

*  mafk  himfelf ;  but  rather  to  make  higher  pretences  to 

*  houefty,  than  ever  he  had  done  before,  thereby  to 
'  engage  major   general  Harrifqn,    colonel  Rich^    and 

*  their  party  to  himfelf.  To  this  end  he  took  all  occa- 
?  fions.in  their  pre!ence  to  afperfe  the  parliament,  as  not 
^  defigning  to  do  thofe  good  things   they  pretended  to  ; 

*  but  rather  intending  to  fupport  the  coriupt  interefts  of 

*  the  clergy  and  lawyers.     And  though  he  was  convinc- 

*  ed   they  were  hallning   with  all  expedition  to  put  a 

*  period  to  their  fitting,  having  pafled  a  vote  that  they 
'  would  do  it  within  the  fpace  of  a  year,  and  that  they 

*  were  making  all   poflible   preparations  in  order  to  it ; 

*  'yet  did  he  induftrioufly  publifh,  that  they  were  fo  in 

*  love  with  their  feats,  that  they  would  ufe  all  means  to 

*  perpetuate  themfelves.  Thefe  and  other  calumnies,  he 
'  had  with  fo  much  art  InHnuatcd  into  the  belief  of  ma- 

^  '  ny  honeft  and  vvell-me;ning  people,  that  they  began 

*  to  vviih  him  profperity  in  his  undertaking.     Divers  of 

*  the  clergy  from  their  pulpits  began  to  prophecy  the  de- 
.^  flru<Stion  of  the  parliament,  and  to  propofe   it  openly 

?  as  a  thing  defirable.     Infomuch  that  the  general,  who 

*  had  all  along  concurred  with  this  fpirit  in  them,  hy- 
f  pocritically  complained  to  quarter-mafter  Vernoriy  that 

*  he  was  pufhed  on  by  two  parties  to  do  that,  the  con- 
^  fideration  of  theiflue  whereof,  made  his  hair  to  ftand 
f  an  end.     One  of  thefe,  faid  he,  is  headed  by  major 

*  general  Latr.bert^  who    in  revei  ge  of  that   injury  the 

*  parliament  did  him,  in  not  permitting  him  to  go  into 
'  Ireland  with  a  character  and  conditions  fuitabl^  to  his 
f  meiir,  will  be  contented  with  nothing  lefs  than  their 
?  difToiution:  of  the  other  maj  >r  general  Hurrion  is 
f  the  chief,  vyh^   is  an  honeft  man,  and  aims  at  good 

*  things^ 
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armies ;    and  probably   alfo  by  a  defire   of 

ter- 


'  thing?,  yet  from  the  impatience  of  his  fpirit  will  not 
'  wait  the  Lord's  leizure,  but  hurries  me  on  to  do  that 
^  which  he  and  all  honeft  men  will  have  caufe  to  re- 
'  pent.     Thus,  adds  Ludlow,    did  he  craftily  feel    the 

*  pulfe  of  men  towards  this  work,  endeavouring  to  caft 
'  the   infamy  of  it  on  others,  referving  to  himfelf  the 

*  appearance  of  tendernefs  to  civil  and  religious  liberty, 

*  and  of  fkreening  the  nation  from  the  fury  of  the  par-  ('^j*  V."'''*"^» 

*  ties  before  mentioned  (z)/     I  have  given  thefe  pafTa-  ^^*   * 
ges  at  length,  to  fhew  fully  Crcmivcll's  deep  diffimula- 
tion.     The  reader  may  poflibly  be.  apt  to  afk,  how  thefe 
things  were  reconcileable  with  any  real  fenfeof  religion, 

or  common  honefty  and  fair  dealing?  The  arifwer  is, 
that  enthufiafm,  to  which  Cromwell  was  fubje£^,  as  I 
have  made  appear,  is  a  very  variable  thing ;  it  admits 
of  much  devotion  and  many  crimes.  Men  who  think 
themfelves  under  the  fpecial  and  extraordinary  influence 
of  the  Deity,  attribute  to  him  their  feelings,  fentiments 
and  dcfires,  and  whatever  proceeds  from  him,  muft  be 
wife,  juft  and  good.  And  we  are  aflured  alfo,  that 
'  Cromwell  and  his  adherents  believed  that  there  were 
'  great  occafions,  in  which  fome  men   were  called  to 

*  great  ferviccs,  in  the  doing  of  which  they  were  ex- 
'  cu fed  from  the  common  rules  of  morality:  fuch  were 
'  the  pra<51ices    oi  Ehud  and  ^tf^',  Samfon  znd  David: 

*  and   by  this  they  fancied   they  had   a  priviledge  from 

*  obferving  the  ftanding  rules  (<?).' Befides,  we  are  yoi_ ;_  p  gg^ 

to  confider  C7/x;fr,  as  a  politician,  as  a  great  man  *  who 

*  muft  be  mafter  of  much  artifice  and  knavery,  his  fi- 

*  tuation  requiring  him  to  employ,  and  to  be  employed 

'  by  fo  many  knaves  j  yet  he  muft  have  fome  honefty,  (i)  Nature 
'  or  thofe  very  knaves  will  be  unwilling  to  truft  him  {/>).'  an'iOnsinof 
And  'tis  not  improbable  Cromwell  had  learnt  from  Ma-  i^mo^Load! 
chiavel,  whom  he  is  by  fome  faid  to  have  been  well  read  1758. 
in,  '  that  men  do  feldoni  or  never  advance  themfelves 
f  from    a  fmall    beginning  to  any  great  height,  but  by 

*  fraud  or  by  force  (unlefs  they  come  to  it  by  donation, 

*  or 
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terminating   the   war   rather   by  treaty  than 
the  fword. — -But   things  Toon  took  a  very 

dif- 

*  or  right  of  inheritance.)     I  do  not  think,  adds  he,  any 
'  inftance  is  to  be  found  where  force  alone  brought  any 

*  man  to  that  grandeur,  but  fraud  and  artifice  have  done 
'  it  many  times,  as  is  clear  in  the  lives  oi  Philip  oi Ma- 

*  cedon^  Agath'-.dei  the  Sicilian,  and  feveral  others,  who 
(c)  Difcnur-  '  from  mean  and  inconfiderable  extraction,  came  at 
fcsonLivy,  *  length  to  be  Kings  (f).'  Accordingly  the  writers  on 
k.  »c.  13.     politics  obferve,  '  that  in  the  tranfafling  of  great  affairs, 

*  the  rules  of  morality  admit  of  fome  relaxation ;  this 

*  is   to  be  lamented,  but  not  to  be  helped.     Such  fre- 

*  quently  are  the  exigencies  of  a  ftate,  and  fuch  always 

*  the   crookednefs  and   depravity  of  the  heart  of  man, 

*  that  were  you  to  deal  openly,  to  tell  all  that  you  mean, 

*  all  that  you  know,  and  all  that  you  aim  at,  you  would 
'  expofe   your  country  to  ruin,  and  yourfelf  to  fcorn, 

*  perhaps  to   the  block.     The  moft  that  can  be  done  is 
'  to  fave  appearances,  and  be  wary  of  what  expreflions 

(<^)  Gordon's  '  aie  ufed  i  for,  upon  thefe  occafions,  and  many  others, 

Difcourfes     <  men  are  not  to  be  upbraided  for  their  filence  [d).' 

on  Tacitus,  £)g  Solts,  fpeaking  of  the  charge  of  horrible  inhumanity 
jig.'i'zmo.  brought  againfl:  the  Spaniards,  fays  by  vray  of  reply, 
Lond.  1753.  <  We  are  not  ignorant,  that  in  fome  parts  of  the  IndieSy 

*  a61ions  have   been  feen   worthy  of  reprehenfion,  in- 

*  deed  contrary  bcth  to  piety  and  reafon ;  but  in  what 
WHifto  of'  J"^  ^^^  ^°'y  undertaking,  has  it  not  been  neceffary 
thcConqaeft  *  to  pafs  by  fomc  inconveniences  {e).'  Thus,  according 
of  Mexico,  to  thefe  writers,  truth  cannot  be  adhered  to,  at  all 
Svo.'und'  ^in^^s ;  piety  and  reafon  mult  be  counteracted  j  and 
1738.      "    the  neceflity  or  importance  of  the  end,  render  the  means, 

be  they  what  they  may,  juftifiable!  For  my  own  part,  I 
will  not  defend    this  reafoning.      '  Truth    is    a  fweet 

*  thing,'  faid  fome  of  the   antients:    and   every  good 
man  is  of  the  fame  fentiment; '  Explica  atque  ex- 

*  cute  intelligentiam   tuam,    ut  videas,  quas  fit    in  ea 

*  fpecies,    forma,    &  notio   viri  boni.     Cadit   ergo   in 

*  virum   bonum  me.uiri  emolumenti  fui  caufa,  crimi- 

8  *  nari 
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different  turn.     The  felf-denying  ordinance 
(w)  which  pafTed  the  houfe  of  lords,  April 

*  nari  prasripere,  fallere  ?    Nihil  profe£^o  minus.     Eft 

*  ergo  ulla  res  tanti,  aut  commodum  ullum  tarn  expe- 
'  tendum,  ut  viri  boni  &  fplendorem,  &  nomen  amit- 

*  tas  ?  Qiiid  efl,  quod  afFerre  tantum  utilitas  ifta,  quae 

*  dicitur,  poffit,    quantum  auferre,  fi  bori  viri  nomen 

*  eripuerit,  fidem  juftitiamque   detraxerit  ?  Quid  enim 

*  intereft,  utrum  ex  homine  fe  quis  conferat  in  belluam,  (/)  Cicero 

*  an  in  hominis  figura  immanitatem  gerat  belluae  {/)>'  ^^./^^?"'» 
/.  e.  Revolve  and  carefully  examine  your  underftanding,  ^^p^^  ^.q. 
in  order  to  fee  what  notion,  idej,  or  reprefentation  of 

^  good  man  you  find  there.  Is  it  confiftent  with  the  cha- 
ra(5ter  of  fuch  a  perfon  to  lie  for  his  own  advantage  j  to 
calumniate,  fupplant  and  cheat  ?  Certainly,  by  no 
means.  Is  there  any  thing  then  fo  valuable,  or  any  pro- 
fit fo  defirable,  as  to  make  amends  for  the  lofs  of  ho- 
nour and  reputation  in  a  man  of  probity  ?  Can  that, 
which  we  call  profit,  if  it  robs  us  of  honour,  juftice, 
and  the  character  of  a  good  man,  give  us  any  thing  io 
valuable  in  their  ftead  ?  For  v/here,  pray,  is  the  diffe- 
rence whether  one  be  actually  transformed  from  a  man 
into  a  brute  j  or,  under  the  external   figure   of  a  man, 

carry    with  him   all  the   ferocity  of    the  brute? . 

I  will  add  no  more  on  this  fubject,  after  I  have  obferved, 
tHat  fome  perfons  will  be  apt  to  make  allov.-ances  for 
the  craft,  diffimulation  and  hypocrify  of  Crcmit'cll^  from 
the  times  in  which  he  lived,  and  the  perfons  he  had  to 
deal  with  ;  times  of  trouble,  confufion  and  difficulty, 
and  perfons  who,  for  the  moft  part,  were  as  little  flavcs 
to  their  words  ashimfelf.  James  I.  Charles!.  CharUs 
II.  and  Moncke,  to  fay  nothing  of  a  variety  of  others, 
adled  the  fame  part  (but  with  lefs  art,  and  worfe  grace) 
as  he,  though  their  praifes  have  been  high  founded  by 
fuch  as  have  loaded  Cromixell  with  obloquy. 

(w)  The  Jelf- denying  ordinance,  &c.J  This  ordinance 
was  a  thing  fo  fpecious  and  popular,  and,  at  the  fame 
time,  fo  mifchievous  and  h^irtful  to  the  affairs  of  the 

paf- 
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5,    1645,    ei^Ji^ingj    That    no   member  of 

either 


parliament,  that  it  deferves  a  very  particular  remem- 
brance. It  did  more  for  Cromwell  than  he  could  almoft 
have  formed  a  wifh  for ;  namely,  the  depriving  his  ene- 
mies of  all  command,  whilft  he  himfelf,  by  a  very  par- 
ticular fortune,  obtained  the  higheft  power.  In  a  word, 
it  ruined  them,  and  advanced  him.  After  the  army 
under  Lord  EJfex  had  been  in  a  manner  ruined  by  the 
King,  the  general  began  to  lofe  much  of  the  efteem 
and  reputation  he  had  till  then  poffeiTed.  He  was  by 
many  looked  on  with  a  jealous  eye,  and  they  were  fear- 
ful he  and  his  adherents  were  difpofed  to  make  terms 
with  the  King,  which  might  be  prejudicial  to  many 
who  had  engaged  with  them.  In  ftiort,  EJfex  and  his 
party  were  accufed  by  their  enemies  of  neglecting,  by 
vigorous   operations,  to  put  an  end  to  the  war,  and  of 

being  inclined  too  much  to  his   Majefty. '  There 

'  were  fome,  fays  Wlntlock^    who  had  defigns  againft 

*  EJfex,    and   were  defirous    to  remove  him  from   his 

*  command,  becaufe  they  were  jealous,  that  he  was  too 

*  much  inclined  to  peace,  and  favouring  of  the  King 
'  and  his  party.  I  think,  I  knew  as  much  of  his  mind 
'  as  others  did,  and   always  obferved  him  to  wifh  for 

*  peace,    yet   not    upon   any   difhoneurable    or  unjuft 

*  terms.     He  was  a   lover  of  monarchy  and   nobility, 

*  which  he  fufpeCted  fome  defigned  to  deftroy,  together 

*  with  gentry,  miniflry  and  magiftracy,  which  humour 
{g)  Memc-  •  then  began  to  boil  up  ;  but  he  refolved  to  fupport 
lals,  p.        t  them,  ai'id  wanted   not  advice  to  that  end  (^).' 

Ludlow^  who  was  engaged  in  the  oppofition  to  EJfex^ 
will    explain   fomething  more  of  this  matter. '  The 

*  enemy,  contrary  to  all  expectation,  appeared  again 
'  in  a  body  near  I\eu:buryy  where  our  army  lay,  who 
*■  drew  out  to  oppofe  them.  Some  fmall  fkirmifhes 
'  happened  between   them,  but  a  general  engagement 

*  was  oppofed  in  a  council  of  war  by  fome  of  the 
'  greateft  among     us  :    whereupon    the   King,    in    the 

*  face  of  our  army,  twice  as  numerous  as  his,  had  tims 
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either   houfe,  during   the  war,  Ihould  exe- 


cute 


to  fend  his  artillery  from  Dennlngton-cfljlle  towards 
Oxford^  without  any  oppofition,  to  the  aftonifhment 
of  all  thofe  who  wiflied  well  to  the  public.  But,  by 
this  time,  it  was  clearly  manifeft,  that  the  nobility 
had  no  further  quarrel  with  the  King,  than  'till  they 
could  make  their  terms  with  him,  having,  for  the 
moft  part,  grounded  their  diflatisfadions  upon  fomc 
particular  affront,  or  the  prevalency  of  a  faition  a- 
bout  him.  But  though  it  ihould  be  granted,  that 
their  intentions  in  taking  arms  were  to  oblige  the  King 
to  confent  to  redrefs  the  grievances  of  the  nation, 
yet,  if  a  war  of  this  nature  muft  be  determined  by 
treaty,  and  the  King  left  in  the  exercifc  of  the  royal 
authority,  after  the  utmoft  violation  of  the  laws,  and 
the  greateft  calamities  brought  upon  the  people,  it 
doth  not  appear  to  me  what  fecurity  can  be  given  to 
them  for  the  future  enjoyment  of  their  rights  and  pri- 
vileges ;  nor  with  what  prudence  wife  men  can  engage 
with  the  parliament,  who  being,  by  practice  at  Icaft, 
liable  to  be  diflolvcd  at  pleafure,  are  thereby  rendered 
unable  to  protecSl  thcmfelves,  or  fuch  as  take  up  arms 
under  their  authority,  if,  after  infinite  hardfhips  and 
hazards  of  their  lives  and  eftates,  they  mufl  fall  under 
the  power  of  a  provoked  enemy,  who,  being  once  re- 
eftablifhed  in  his  former  authority,  will  never  warrt 
means  to  revenge  himfelf  upon  all  thofe,  who,  in 
defence  of  the  rights  and  liberties  of  the  nation,  ad- 
venture to  refift  him  in  his  illegal  and  arbitrary  pro-  ,,,  ,, 

ceedings  (/;»).' Such  were  the  principles  which  dif-  „.  ,,^,  ' 

pofed  many  at  that  time  to  wifh  for  an  alteration  of 
men  and  meafures ;  or,  to  fpeak  mere  plainly,  to  put 
it  effedlually  out  of  the  power  of  thofe,  who  wanted 
not  inclination,  to  conclude  a  peace  with  the  King, 
on  terms  which  might  leave  him   in  poffeflion  of  the 

regal  power. But  to  go  on. — '  On  the  ninth  of  De- 

'  ctmber^  one  thoufand  fix  hundred  and  forty-four,  the 
'  houfe  of  commons  having  refolved  themfelves  into  a 

«  grand 
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cute  or   enjoy  any   military  or  civil  office | 

as 


grand  committee,  to  confider  of  the  fad  condition  of 
the  kingdom,  by  the  continuance  of  the  war,  there 
was  a  general  filence  for  a  good  fpace  of  time ;  many 
looking  upon  one  another,  to  fee  who  would  break 
the  ice,  and  fpeak  firft  in  fo  tender  and  fharp  a  point : 
amongft  whom  Oliver  Cromwell  flood  up,  and  fpake, 
briefly,  to  this  effeft :  That  it  was  now  a  time  to 
fpeak,  or  for  ever  to  hold  the  tongue,  the  important 
occafion  being  no  lefs  than  to  fave  a  nation  out  of  a 
bleeding,  nay,  almofl  dying,  condition,  which  the 
long  continuance  of  the  war  had  already  brought  it 
into  J  fo  that  without  a  more  fpeedy,  vigorous,  and 
effectual  profecution  of  the  war,  cafting  oft'  all  linger- 
ing proceedings,  like  foldiers  of  fortune  beyond  fea, 
to  fpin  out  a  war,  we  (hall  make  the  kingdom  weary 
of  us,  and  hate  the  name  of  a  parliament :  for  what 
do  the  enemy  fay  ?  nay,  what  do  many  fay,  that  were 
friends  at  the  beginning  of  the  parliament  r  even  this. 
That  the  members  of  both  houfes  have  got  great 
places  and  commands,  and  the  fword  into  their  hands  ; 
and  what  by  intereft  in  parliament,  and  what  by  power 
in  the  army,  will  perpetually  continue  themfelves  in 
grandeur,  and  not  permit  the  war  fpeedily  to  end,  left 
their  own  power  fhould  determine  with  it.  This  I 
fpeak  here  to  our  own  faces ;  it  is  but  what  others 
do  utter  abroad  behind  our  backs.  I  am  far  from  re- 
flecting on  any ;  I  know  the  worth  of  thofe  com- 
manders, members  of  both  houfes,  who  are  yet  in 
power ;  but  if  I  may  fpeak  my  confciencc,  without 
reflection  upon  any,  [  do  conceive,  if  the  army  be 
not  put  into  another  method,  and  the  war  more  vigo- 
roufly  profecuted,  the  people  can  bear  the  vt'ar  no 
longer,  and  will  enforce  you  to  a  diflionourable  peace  : 
but  this  I  would  recommend  to  year  prudence,  not 
to  infifl  upon  any  complaint  or  overfight  of  any 
commander  in  chief,  upon  any  occafion  whatfoever ; 
for,    as  1  muft  acknowledge  myfelf  guilty  of  over- 

*  fights. 
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as   it  obliged   EJfex^    Mji?2cbeJIer^    De7ibighy 

War- 


*  fights,  fo  I  know  they  can  be  rarely  avoided    in  mill-- 

*  tary  affairs :    therefore^  waving  a  ftri6V  inquiry   into 

*  the  caufes  of  thefe  thing?,  let  us  apply  ourfelves  to  ' 
'  the  remedy  which  is  moft  neceffary  ;  and,  I  hope,  we 

*  have  fuch  true  Engl'ifn  hearts,  and  zealous  •affe«5tions 

*  towards   the  general  weal  of  our  mother  country,  as 

*  no  members  of  either  houfe  will  fcruple  to  deny  them- 

*  felves,  and  their  own  private  interefts,  for  the  public 

*  good:    nor   account  it    to    be   a  dilhonour  done  to,,,  „  ,. 

*  {i}  Pari  •2^- 

*  to  them,  whatever  the  parliament  fliall   refolve  upon  mentaryHif- 

'  in  this  weighty  matter  (/).' What  the  confequence  toiy,  vol. 

of  this  was  will  appear  by   the  following   vote  in  the  '""•  P*  375* 
journal  of  the  day  above-mentioned.     *  Refolved,  i^c. 

*■  That,  during  the  time   of  this   war,  no  member  of 

*  either  houfe  (hall  have,  or  execute,  any  office  or  com  • 

*  mand,  military  or  civil,  granted  or  conferred  by  both 

*  or  either  of  the  houfes  of  parliament,  or  any  autho- 

*  rity  derived  from  both  or  either  of  the   houfes :  and 

*  that  an  ordinance  be  brought  in  accordingly.'  Mr. 
Sollicitor  [^St.  John]  Mr.  Recorder  [Gi)n]  Mr.  Crewe, 
Mr.  Pier  point  J  Mr.  Ma)  nard^  Mr.  Reynolds^  Mr.  Ellis^ 
Mr.  Lijle^  were  appointed  a  committee  to  bring  in  an  ' 
ordinance  to  the  purport  of  this  vote ;  and  likewife  for 
the  continuing  of  fuch  officers  in  their  places  as  are  no 
members  of  either  houfe,  until  the  houfes  take  further 
order ;  and  to  bring  in  fuch  claufes,  as  they  (hall  think 
(it,  for  the  perfecting  of  this  vote. — la  the  journal  of  the 
lith   of  December,  we  (ind  it  *  refolved,    bV.  That   a 

*  fa(t  (hall  be  appointed  for  this  houfe  to  obferve  on  JVed- 
'  nejday  next,  to  humble  thenifcives  for  their  particular  and 

*  parliamentary  fins  and  failings,  whereby  they  may  iiope 

*  to  obtain  God's   blelfing  in    a   better   meafure  upon 

*  their  endeavours  for  the  future.'  On  the  next  day 
the  lords  agreed  to  the  faif,  to  the  day,  and  to  the  pcr- 
fons.  Thefe  were  \Ar.MarJhal,  Mr.  Hill,  and  Mr.  Obadiah 
Sedgwick.  On  this  day  alfo  it  was  ordered  by  the  com- 
mons, that  the  ordinance,  fur  difenabling  the  members 

to 
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JFarivick,    and   other  chief  ofHcers,    to  lay 

down 


to  execute  any  office,  fliould  be  taken  into  corrfidera- 
tion,  and    read  the  fecond    time  on  the   next   Saturday 
peremptorily.     Accordingly  it  was  then  taken  into  cOn- 
lideration,    committed    to   a  committee    of.  the   whole 
houfe,  and  adjourned  to   the  Thurjday  following.     The 
faft  accordingly  was  held   before  both  houfes,  and  the 
(I)  Vol.  iv.  preachers,  if  we  believe  Lord   Clarendon^  played    their* 
P'  5^5*        parts  to   admiration  {k).     On   the   nineteenth    the  or- 
dinance palTed  the  houfe  of  commons  (after  having  re- 
jected the  national  covenant  as  a  teft  for  thofe  who  held 
or  executed  any  office,    as  they   had    a  claufe   before 
in    favour   of  Lord  Effex)  and    it    was    ordered  to  be 
,  fent  to  the  lords,    for   their  concurrence  ;    and  that  all 
6f  the  houfe  the  members  of  the  houfe  do  go  up  with  this  ordinance 
of  com-       to  the  lords  (/).     From   this  fhort  account  of  the  pro- 
°"^'*  grefs  of  the  bill  through  the  houfe  of  commons,  which 

1  have  compiled  from  the  journals  of  that  houfe,  appears 
,  how  abfurdly  Lord  Clarendon  has  put  into  a  fpeech, 
pretended  by  him  to  be  made  by  Cromwelly  the  day  af- 
ter the  faft,  a  defire,  '  that  an  ordinance  might  be  pre- 
pared, by  which  it  might  be  unlawful,  for  any  menrber 
of  either  houfe  of  parliament,  to  held  any  office  or 
.#> -^jjj^  j^  command  in  the  army,  or  any  place  or  employment  in 
p.  567.  the  ftate  [m) :'  for  it  plainly  appears,  that  the  ordinance 
was  ordered  in  the  ninth  of  December  ;  that  it  had  been 
committed  to  a  committee  of  the  whole  houfe  the  Satur- 
day following,  and  a6lually  pafled  there  on  the  nineteenth 
of  that  month,  the  day  after  the  faft  ;  and,  therefore, 
could  not  be  defired  at  that  time  to  be  brought  in  by 
CrcmiuelL  Chronological  tables,  duly  confulted,  wou'd 
havcr  prevented  his  lordfliip  from  fal  ing  into  many  a 
blunder.  But  the  truth  is,  his  account  of  the  manage^ 
ment  of  this  matter  in  the  pulpit  and  the  fenate,  feemr, 
for  the  moft  part,  invention,  at  which  his  Lordfhip  had 

a  very  happy  talent. 1  have  given  domtveWs  fpeech 

jibove  in   behalf  of  this  ordinance.     I    will  add  to  it  a 
fpeech  of  Air.  IFhiilock'Si  as  containing,  for  the  moft 

part. 
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down  their  commands  in  the  army  (which 


was 


part,  the  chief  arguments  alledged  by  the  dppofite  par- 
ties in  the  houfc,  on  this  memorable  occafion.     *  Mr. 

*  Speaker,  I  am  one  of  that  number  of  your  fervants, 

*  who  have  no  office  or  employment,  but  fuch  as  you 

*  are  now  about  to  except  out  of  this  ordinance,  nor 
'  have  ambition   for  any,  and   therefore  may  the  more 

*  freely  and  indifferently,  yet  with  all  fubmiffion,  hum- 

*  bly  offer  my  reafons  againftit;  as  that  which,  I  ap- 
'  prebend,  may   prove   prejudicial  to   your  fervice.     It 

*  hath  been  objected,  that  your  houfe,  and  the  houfe  of 

*  lords>  is  thin  and  empty,  and  you  the  lefs  efteemed, 

*  having  fo  few    members  here,  many  of  them  being 

*  employed  in  offices,  that  they  cannot  attend  the 
<  houfes  ;  but  that,  by  this  ordinance,  they  will  be  at 
'  leifure  and  liberty  to  attend   the  fervice  of  the  parlia- 

*  ment  here,  and  the  houfes  be  much  fuller  than  now 
'  they  are.  I  confefs.  Sir,  this  is  fit  to  be  remedied  ; 
'  but,  I  apprehend,  you  have  a  fitter  way,   than  by  this 

*  ordinance,  to  do  it;  that  is,  by  iflliing  out  new  writs 

*  for  ele£ling  new  members  in   the  places  of  thofe  who 

*  are  dead,  or  expelled,  and  this  will  fatisfy  the  objec- 

*  tion,  and  engage   divers   of  intereft  and    quality  the 

*  more  immediately  in  your  fervice  ;  whereas  this  ordi- 

*  nance  will  difcontent  many,  and  the  houfes  will  be 

*  but   little  the  fuller  by   the  paffing  of  it.     Another 

*  objeiftion  is,  that,  if  this  ordinance  do  not  pafs,  the 
'  treaty  for  peace  will  not  fo  well  proceed,  and  the  par- 
'  ticular  interefts  of  members  of  parliament  may  retard 
'  the  fame  -,  but  will  be  all  taken  away  by   this  ordi- 

*  nance.  I  am  to  feek  how  this  can  be  materially  ob- 
«  jetfled,  when  I  fuppofe,  whether  this  ordinance  pafs 
'  or  not,  yet  you  intend  members  of  parliament  only 

*  to  be  your  commiffioners  for  that  treaty  ;  and,   in  cafe 

*  Tome  of  them  be  officers,  they  will  the  better  under- 

*  ftand    your  bufinefles,    on  which    the  treaty  will  be 

*  grounded.     Another  objedtion  is,  that,   unlefs  this  or,- 

*  dinance  pafs,  the  great  work  intended  of  new  mo- 

I  *  delling 
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'         was   put  under  the  dire6tion  of  Sir  I'bomas 

Fair- 


delling  your  armies,  wHl  not  To  well  be  carried  on ; 
for  that,  by  putting  all  out,  there  will  remain  no 
exrepiion.  I  (houid  rather  have  argued,  that,  .by 
putting  out  all  members  out  of  their  employment, 
the  exception  and  difcontent  would  be  the  more  ge- 
neral J  and,  by  leaving  them  ftill  in  their  employ- 
ments, there  would  be  the  lefs  competition  and  folli- 
citation  for  new  officers  in  their  rooms.  Another  ob- 
jeclion  or  argument  is,  that  the  members  of  parlia- 
ment, who  are  officers,  being  of  equal  power  in  par- 
liament, will  not  be  fo  obedient  to  your  commands 
as  others  who  have  fmaller  intereHs,  and  would  not  fo 
much  difpute  one  with  another.  *  Surely,  Sir,  tbofe 
whofe  intereft  is  the  fame  with  yours,  have  the  more 
re^afon  to  obey  your  commands  than  others,  and  hate 
more  to  hazard  by  difobedience  than  others  can  have ; 
and,  in  your  commands,  all  your  members  are  in- 
volved, and  it  were  ftrange  if  they  fbould  be  back- 
ward to  obey  their  own  orders.  Nor  will  the  conr 
lefts  be  fo  frequent  and  high,  between  them  and  other 
officers,  as  it  will  be  between  thofe  who  will  be  of  ^ 
more  equal  condition.  But,  Mr.  Speaker,  as  you 
confiJer  the  inconveniencies  if  this  ordinance  do  not 
pafs,  fo  you  will  be  pleafed  to  confider  the  inconve-* 
niencies  if  it  do  pafs.  You  will  lay  afide  as  brave 
men,  and  who  have  ferved  you  with  as  much  cou- 
rage, wifd^m,  faithfulnefs  and  fuccefs,  as  ever  men 
ferved  their  country.  Our  noble  general,  the  Earls  of 
DiTtbighy  JVarwick,  Mar,chefler  ;  the  Lords  Roberts, 
Tf'illeughbyy^  and  other  Lords  in  your  armies,  befides 
thofe  in  civil  offices  not  excepted  j  and  of  your  own 
members  the  Lord  Grey^  Lord  Fairfax^  Sir  IVilllam 
fVflller,  lieutenant-general  C'omwell^  Mr.  HjiUs,  Sir 
Philip  Stapylton^  Sir  IVHCiam  Breretony  Sir  'John  Mey^ 
rick,  and  many  others  muft  be  laid  afide,  if  you  paQ 
this  ordinance.  And  I  am  to  feek,  and,  I  doubt,  fo 
wi  1  they  be,  to  whom  you  (hall  refer  the  new  mo*- 

'  delliDs 
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Fairfax)  Crojnwell  feemed  neceflitated  to  re- 

fign 

delllng  of  your  armies,  where  to  find  officers  that  (hall 
excel,  if  equal  to  thefe.  If  your  judgments  are,  that, 
for  the  public  fervice,  it  will  be  expedient  to  remove 
any  of  them  from  their  commands,  let  the  fame  (if 
you  pleafe)  be  plainly  made  known  to  them  from 
you.  Let  them  have  what  they  deferve,  your  thanks 
for  their  former  good  ferviccs,  and  they  will  not  be 
offended,  that  you,  having  no  more  work  for  them, 
do  lay  them  afide  with  honour.  But  to  do  a  bufinefs 
of  this  nature  (as  hath  been  well  faid)  by  a  fide  wind, 
is,  in  my  humble  opinion,  not  fo  becoming  your  ho- 
nour and  wifdom,  as  plainnefs  and  gravity,  which 
are  ornaments  to  your  aftions.  I  fhall  conclude  with 
the  example  of  the  Grecians  and  Romans,  amongft 
whom,  Sir,  you  know,  that  the  greateft  offices,  both 
of  war  and  peace,  were  conferred  upon  their  fenators  ; 
and  their  reafons  were,  becaufe  they  having  greater 
interefts  than  others,  uere  the  more  capable  to  do 
them  the  greateft  fervice.  And,  having  the  fame  in- 
tereft  with  the  fenate,  and  prefent  at  their  debates, 
they  underftood  their  bufinefs  the  better,  and  were 
lefs  apt  to  break  that  truft,  which  fo  nearly  concerned 
their  private  interefts,  which  was  involved  with  the 
pubiick  ;  and  the  better  they  underftood  their  bufinefs, 
the  better  fervice  might  be  expefied  from  them.  Sir, 
I  humbly  fubmit  the  application  to  your  judgment  j 
your  anceftors  did  the  fame  ;  they  thought  the  mem- 
bers of  parliament  fitteft  to  be  employed  in  the  greateft 
offices  :  I  hope  you  will  be  of  the  fame  judgment,  and 
not  at  this  timepafs  this  ordinance,  and  thereby  todif- 

courage  your  faithful  lervants  («).' .This  fpeech^faj/  ^^°" 

had    no    effe£t    in   the  houfe   of  commons. In  the  119. 

houfe  of  lords,  however,  the   ordinance  went  on   very 
heavily,  *  which   occafioned   the  commons  to   fend  fe- 

*  veral  mefiages  up  to  defire   the  lords  to  expedite  this 
'  ordinance  ;  which  being  read  by  them  twice,  a  con- 

*  ference  was  dcfired  with  the  commons  about  it.     And, 

I  2  »  in 
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fign   his   commiffion  alio :    but,  by   a  for- 
'  tune 


'  in  this  conference,  'January  7th,  the  Speaker  of  the 
'  lords  was  ordered  to  deliver  their  reafons  againft  paf- 
'  fing  it.  Among  others,  it  was  alledged,  that  "  the 
'  putting  every  member  of  either  houfe  of  parliament 

*  into  an  incapacity  of  holding  military  or  civil  offices, 

*  during  this  war,    may    be  of  very  dangerous  confe- 

*  quencej  becaufe,  how  emergent  foever  the  occafion 

*  may  be,  it  cannot  be  altered  without  dcferting  of  a 
'  pofitive  rule  impofed  upon  themfelves ;  yet,  that  the 
'  world,  with  their  own  confciences,  may  bear  witnefs, 

*  that  they  are  as  willing  as  any  others  to  facrifice,  not 
'  only  their  places  and  offices,  but  all  that  is  deareft  to 

*  them,    for   the  good   of  religion    and   the  kingdom  ; 

*  they  are  willing  that  all  places,  civil  and  military,  fhall 

*  be  difpofed  of  as  both  houfes  of  parliament  fhail  judge 

*  may  contribute  mbft  for  the  good  of  the  public,  any 

*  crime  or  juft  exception  being  given  againft  fuch  as  are 

*  now  intrufted  with  offices  or  commands :  but  that  they 

*  can  in  no  wife   put  an  incapacity  on  themfelves,  and 

*  be  made  in  a  worfe  condition  than  any  free  fubje6t." 
'  After  this  they  obferved,  "  this  ordinance  deprived 
'  the   peers  of  that  honour,  which,    in  all   ages,  hath 

*  been  given  unto  them,  whofe  part  it  was  to  be  em- 
,*  ployed  in  military  commands;  that  the  cafe  was  not 

*  alike  between  the  two  houfes,  in  point  of  excluding 
<  the  members  of  both  houfes    from  military   employ- 

*  ment;  that,  by  this  ordinance,  they  are  wholly  dif- 

*  abled  from  performing  any  military  fervice,  which   is 

*  contrary  to  their  proteftation  and  covenant;  and  that 

*  the  pafling   this  ordinance,  as   to  the  military  part, 
tf^  will  produce  fuch  an  alteration  in  all  tlie  armies,  as, 

*'in    apparent  probability,  muft  be  of  very  dangerous 

*  confequence  to  the  caufe  in  hand  at  this  juncture  of 

*  time;  and  therefore,  till  a  new  model  be  propounded 

*  to  fucceed,  they  cannot  but  think  the  prefent  frame 
.  *  belter   than  fuch  a  confufion  "which   is   like  to  fol- 

'.  Iqw. 
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*  low  {o).^ Thefe  reafons  operated  fo  flrongly  with  fO  Parlia- 

the  lords,  that,  notwithflanding  a  reply  from  the  com-  H[ftor7 
mons,  the    ordinance  was  rejedted,   "January  13.   O.  S.  vol.  xiii. 
though   afterwards  it  was  agreed  to  by  them  on  the  3d  P-  S^?* 
of  Apr\l  following  :  fo  that  Mr.  Hume  muft  bemiflaken 

much  about  this  matter,  when  he  fays,  '  the  peers,  tho* 
'  the  fcheme  was,  in  part,  levelled  againft  their  order ; 
'  tho'  all  of  them  were,  at  the  bottom,  extreamly  averfe 

*  to  it ;    poflefT  d  fo    little    authority,    that    they  durfl: 

*  not  oppofe  the  refolution  of  the  commons ;  and  they 

*  efteemed  it  better  policy,  by  an  unlimited  compliance,  /  %  i:^;,^^ 
'  toward  off  that  ruin  which  they  faw  approaching  (/>\'  of  Great 
But  'tis  no  wonder  this  writer  fhould  commit  many  n.if-  Rrit^in,  vol. 
takes  in   his  relation   of  this  affair,  when  he  profelTes'"  ^"  ^    * 
only  to  give  a  detail  of  the   meth'ds  by   which   it  was  /  x  t , 
condu6ted,  as  they  are  delivered  by  Lord  Clarendon  {q)  \  -g^. 

While  thefe  difputes  lafled,  another  ordinance  was 

prepared,    and,    after  fundry  debates  and  amendments, 

agreed  to  by  both  houfes,  for  new  modelling  the  army, 
whereby  Sir  Thomas  Fairfax  was  appointed  general  m 
chief  of  all  the  forces,  with  a  power  of  nominating  the 
officers  under  him,  and  execution  of  martial  law.  No 
mention  is  made  of  the  King's  authority,  nor  is  any 
claufe  for  the  prefervation  of  his  perfon  here  inferted  *  ; 
but   power  is  given    the   general  to  *  lead  his    armies 

*  againft  all  and  fingular  enemies,  rebels,  traitors,  and 


*  The  reafons  urged  by  the  commons  againfl  thq  claufe  of  prefen-ing 
his  Majeily's  Perfon,  which  had  been  infifted  on  in  the  houfe  of  lords, 
wejc  thcfe : 

1,  Inferting  it  here  muft  either  fuppofe  the  King's  coming  in  the  head 
of  an  army,  to  fight  againft  us,  tor  the  prefervation  rnd  defence  of 
the  true  proteftant  religion,  £?c  and  fo  we  muft  preferve  him  :  or,  if 
we  fuppoi'e  he  cometh  not  to  preferve,  but  to  fight  to  oppofe  thofe  (as 
we  know  he  doth)  it  feemeth  rather  a  mockery  than  a  reality. 

2.  That  the  King  /hould  not  think  us  obliged,  by  our  covenant,  to  pre- 
ferve his  perfon,  if  he  appear  in  the  head  of  an  army  againft  the  par- ('•)    Journal, 
Jiament  j  nor  the  foldicr  to  forbear  his  duty  by  reafon  of  his   pre-  March  29, 
fence  [/).  16451 

I  3  '  other 
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*  other  like  offenders,  and  every  of  their  adherents,  and 

*  wiih  them  to  fight ;  and    them   to   invade,  refift,  re- 

*  prefs,    fubdue,    purfue,    flay,  kill,    and   put    in  exe- 

(i)  Parlla-    *  cution  of  death   by  all  ways  and  means  (5).' This 

nyntary  paffed  the  houfe  of  lords  April  i.  after  the  Earl  of  Ef- 
^j^^T.'.  fex  had  declared  he  would  yield  up  his  commiflion,  as 
p.  437. '      he  did  the  day  following,  as  well  as  the  Lords  Manchef- 

ter,  Dtnbigh  and    Watui'ick  very   foon  after- Thus 

almoft  all  thofe  men,  by  whofe  intcreft,  power  and  au- 
thority the  war  with  the  King  had  been  undertaken,  and 
without   whom   no    oppofition,    of  any  weight,    could 
polfibly   have  been  raifed,  were,  in  a  (hort   time,  de- 
prived of  their  power  and  influence  over  their  own  ar- 
my, and  obliged,  as  we  (hall  foon   fee,  to  truckle  be- 
fore them  !  So  little  can  men  fee  inio  futurity  !  fo  diff^e- 
rent  are  the  turns  things  take    from  what  men  are  apt 
to  expefl   and   depend   on. 7  he   felf  denying  ordi- 
nance was  very  fpecious,  as  are  all  bills  for  excluding 
the  members  of  parliament,    whether  lords  or   com- 
mons, from  places  of  truft  and  profit  j  and  they  are  ge- 
nerally  received  favourably,  without  doors,  by  all  ranks 
of  people.     Whether  the  enafiing  of  them   would    be 
right ;  whether  confiftent  with  the  liberty  of  the  fubje<ft; 
whether  they  could  be  carried  into  execution  ;  or,  whe- 
ther they  would  be   productive  of  moft  good  or  ill,  are 
diftin6l  queflions,  which  politicians  will  long  debate  on, 
and  find  difiicult,  perhaps,  after  all,  to  ccme  to  a  con- 
clufion  among  themfclves.     But,  with  refpe£ttothe  fub- 
je6l  now  before  us,  it  appears  to  have  been  a  very  dan- 
gerous experiment  the  parliament  made.     Here  was  an 
army  put   folely  under  the  command  of  one  man  ;  a 
power   granted  him  to  give  out  commiflions,    and   to 
order  his   armies  in  a  good  meafure  according  to  his 
own  difcretion.     What  was  this  but  to   put  it  in  his 
power  to  give  the  law  to  the  parliament  whenever  he 
thought  fit  ?     To  depend  on  men's  characters,  in  mat- 
ters where  the  well-being  of  the  community,  and  even 
the  being  of  the  parliament  itfelf  might  be  at  ftake,  was 
furely  a  great  piece  of  weaknefs,  if  fuch  it  can  be  cal- 
led, and  liable   to  very  fevere  cenfure.     Soldiers  foon 

for» 
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forget  to  be  citizens  :  they  overlook,  they  contemn  laws. 
The  general  is  their  (overeign,  the  officers  their  ma- 
giftrates,  and  at  all  times  they  are  at  their  beck  and 
command.  And  generals,  being  ufed  to  abfolute  and 
uncontrouled  command  over  large  armies,  are  apt  to 
forget  alfo  that  they  have  any  fuperiors.  Hence  the 
flavery  of  communities ;  the  fubverfion  of  laws ;  the 
erection   of  tyranny,  and   every  thing  mifchievous  and 

hurtful  to  the   human    race. The  following  paflage 

from  Montejquieu  will  properly  clofe  this  note.  '  It  is 
a  queftion,  fays  he,  whether  civil  and  military  em- 
ployments ought  to  be  conferred  on  the  fame  perfon  \ 
Jn  a  republic,  I  (hould  think,  they  ought  to  be 
joined,  but  in  monarchies  feparated.  In  republics  it 
would  be  extreamly  dangerous  to  make  the  profeflion 
of  arms  a  particular  ftate,  diftinft  from  that  of  civil 
fundi  ions -,  and  in  monarchies  no  lefs  dangerous  would 
it  be  to  confer  thefe  two  employments  on  the  fame 
perfon.  In  republics  a  perfon  takes  up  arms  only 
with  a  view  to  defend  his  country  and  its  laws ;  it  is 
becaufe  he  is  a  citizen  he  makes  himfelf  for  a  while 
a  foldier.  ^V'ere  thefe  two  diftincft  ftates,  the  perfon, 
who,  under  arms,  thinks  himfelf  a  citizen,  would 
foon  be  made  fenfible  he  is  only  a  foldier.  In  mo- 
narchies military  men  have  nothing  but  glory,  or  at 
leaft  honour  or  fortune,  in  view.  To  men,  there- 
fore, like  thefe,  the  prince  fhould  never  give  any  civil 
employments ;  on  the  contrary,  they  ought  to  be 
checked  by  the  civil  magiftrates,  and  care  fhould  be 
taken  that  the  fame  men  may  not  have,  at  the  famb 
time,  the  confidence  of  the  people,  and  the  power  to 
abufe  it.  We  need  only  turn  our  eyes  to  a  nation 
[En^/anrJ]  that  may  be  juftly  called  a  republic  dlfguifed 
under  the  form  of  monarchy,  and  there  we  ihall  fee 
how  jealous  they  are  of  a  feparate  ftate  of  the  gentle- 
men of  the  army,  and  how  the  military  ftate  is  con- 
ftantly  allied  with  that  of  the  citizen,  and  even  fome- 
times  of  the  magiftrate,  to  the  end  that  thefe  quali-  (')  Spirit  of 
ties  may  be  a  pledge  for  their  country,  which  fhould  j  ^p^' g"'' 
never  be  forgotten  [t).'  gvc'  Loiid. 
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tune  or  art  (x)  peculiar  to  himfelf,  he  was 

dif- 


(x)  By  a  fortune  or  art  peculiar  to  h'mfeJf^  he  was  d'lf- 
penfed  ivith  payng  obedience  to  the  felf-denying  ordinance.} 
No  man  pufhed  more,  we  fee,  the  palling  of  this  than 
Cromwell.  He  declared  it  neceflary  to  fatisfy  the  peo- 
ple, and  to  put  an  end  to  the  war.  Probably  many 
honeft  men  were  induced  to  join  with  him  in  it,  from 
thefe  confiderations.  It  could,  therefore,  never  have 
entered  into  the  heads  of  thefe,  that  the  very  fame  per- 
fon  Ihould  either  defire  or  accept  an  exemption  from  a 
la'.v,  which  he  himfelf  had  moved  for  with  fo  great 
zeal  and  eatneftnefs.  Nor  did  ihofe  who  knew  him  to 
be  a  man  of  art,  and  were  fearful  of  his  devices,  feem 
to  entertain  the  leaft  fufpicion  of  him  upon  this  head. 
So  that  his  condu£l  was  a  mafterpiece  on  this  occafion, 
pnd  (hewed  him  more  than  a  match  for  his  chief  op- 
ponents in  the  houfes,  who  had  too  much  opennef?, 
•and  were  too  little  upon  the  referve  to  conteft  with  him. 
Lord  Hjiles,  after  fpeaking  of  this  ordinance,  which 
turned  out  himfelf  and  his  friends  from  their  com- 
mands, and  of  the  obedience  *  the  army  paid  to  the 
parliament,  notwithftanding  their  love  to  their  officers, 
whom  they  looked  on  as  ill  ufed  for  their  fervices ;  pro- 
/ceeds  thus :  *  the  next  work  was  how  again  to  get  in  my 
'  friend  Cron.xvell\  for  he  was  to  have  the  power.  Sir 
*  Thomas  Fairfax  only  the  name  of  general ;  he  to  be 
'  the  figure,  the  other  the  cypher.  This  was  fo  grofs 
'  and  dirtmetrically  againft  the  letter  of  the  felf-denying 
'  ordinance,  that  it  put  them  to  fome  trouble  bow  to 
^  bring  it  about.  For  this  CrcmweWi  foldiers,  forfooth, 
'  niuft  mutiny,  and  fay,  they  will  have  their  Cromwell^ 


*  It  appears,  however,  from  the  Journa's  of  the  houfe  of  coiDmon?, 
that  many  of  the  inferior  officers  and  foldiers  mutinied  before  the  ordi- 
nance had  pafled  t^je  houfe  ot  lords.  In  the  Journal  of  March  4,  1644. 
p.  S.  is  a  declaration  of  both  houfe?,  promifing  pardun  to  fuch  as  returned  to 
their  duty  before  the  15th  of  that  inftant,  and  threatning,  in  cafe  of  dif- 
pbedience,  to  proceed  againft  them  as  traitors  and  enemies  to  the  com- 
{nonwcalth. 

'',"  '  '  «  or 
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dlfpenfed  with  paying  obedience  to  it.     He, 

there- 


*  or  they  will  not  ftir.     Hereupon  he  muft  be  fent  down 

(■  they  murt  have  their  wills.     Yet  for  thefe  very 

^  men  had  Crd'/wuW/ undertaken  before,  when,  upon  de- 

*  bate,  the  inconveniency  was  cbjedled  which  might 
«  follow    by   difcontenting  the    common    foldiers,  who 

*  would  hardly  be  drawn  to  leave  their  old  officers  and 
'  go  under  new;  he  could  fay,  that  his  foldiers  had 
»  learned  to  obey  the  parliament,  to  go  or  flay,  fight 

*  or  lay  by  the  fword,  upon  their  command  j  which,  I 
'  know,  prevailed  wkh  a  great  many  to  give  their  vote 

*  with  that  ordinance.     Bv    this  trick  a  Jittle  beginning 

*  was  made  towards  the  breach  of  it,   which  was  foon 

*  made  greater.     For  they  caufed  a  report  to  be  fpread, 

*  that  the  King  was  bending  with  his  forces  towards 

*  the  Ifle  of  £7y,  but  none  could  fave  but  Crcmwell^  who 
'   muft  be  fent  in  all  hafte  for  that  fervice ;  and  an  order 

*  of  difpenfation  is  made  for  a  very  few  months,  two  or 

*  three  (I  remember  not  well  whether)  but  with  fuch 
'  proteflations  of  that  party,  that  this  was  only  for  that 
'  e^^igency,  and  that  for  the  world  they  would  not  have 

*  the  ordinance  impeached,  as  Mr.  Sollicitor  faid  ;  and 

*  that  if  no  body  would  move  for  the  calling  him  home 
'  at  the  expiration  of  that  time,  he  would.      But  all 

*  this  was  to  gull  the  houfe.      IVTr.  Sollicitor  had  forgot 
•  '   bis    proteftation,  and,    before  that  was  out,  there   is 

^  another  order  for  more  months,  and  fo  renewed  from 

*  time  to  time,  that  at  laft  this  great  commander  is   ri- 

*  vetted  in  the  army,   and  fo  fall:  rivetted,  as,  after  all 

*  his  orders  of  continuance  were  at  an  end,  he  would 
'   keep  his  command  Hill,  which  he  has  done  for  feve- 

*  ral  months,  and  does  yet,  notwithftanding;  that  ordi-  W.^<^- 
'  nance,  without  any  order  at  all  of  the  houfe  for  it  (//).'  34. 

Lord  Clarendons  account  of  CromweW^  keeping  his 

command  is  too  remarkable  to  be  omitted  ;  not   by  rea- 

fon  of  its  c  ntaining  any  fo  extraordinary  a  matter,  as 
to  fhew  how  much  his  lordfhip  wrote  at  random  con- 
ccrnir.g   the  tranfa6iions  of  the  parliament.     ^  By  this 

*  felf- 
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therefore,    applied  himfelf  in  good  earneft 

to 


felf-dcnying  ordinance,  together  with  the  Earl  of  Ef- 
fexy  the  Ear)  of  Mamhejier^  Sir  IVilliam  Waller^  th6 
Earl  of  Denbigh^  major-general  MaJPy^  loft  their 
commands,  as  Cromwell  {hould  likewife  have  done. 
But  as  foon  as  the  ordinance  was  paiTed,  and  before 
the  refignation  of  the  Earl  of  EJex,  the  party  that 
fleered  had  caufed  him  to  be  fent  with  a  body  of 
horfe  into  the  weft,  to  relieve  Taunton,  that  he  might 
be  abfent  at  the  time  when  the  other  officers  delivered 
their  commiflions  j  which  was  quickly  obferved  ;  and 
thereupon  orders  were  given,  to  require  his  prefent 
attendance  in  parliament,  and  that  their  new  general 
fhould  fend  Tome  other  officer  to  attend  that  fervice ; 
which  was  pretended  to  be  done  ;  and  the  very  day 
named,  by  which  it  was  averred  that  he  would  be  in 
the  houfe.  A  rendezvous  was  then  appointed,  for 
their  new  general  to  take  a  view  of  their  troops,  that 
he  might  appoint  officers  to  fuccecd  thofewho  had  left 
their  commands  by  virtue  of  their  ordinance ;  and 
likewife  in  their  place?,  who  gave  up  their  commands, 
and  refufed  to  ferve  in  the  new  model,  who  were  a 
great  number  of  their  beft  commanders.  From  this 
rendezvous  the  general  fent  to  defire  the  parliament,  . 
that  they  would  give  lieutenant-general  Cromwell  leave 
to  ftay  with  him  for  fome  few  days,  for  his  better  infor- 
mation, without  which  he  (hould  not  be  able  to  per- 
form what  they  expe<Sled  from  him.  The  requeft 
feeming  fo  reafonable,  and  being  for  fo  fhort  a  time, 
little  oppofition  was  made  to  it :  and  (hortly  after,  by 
another  letter,  he  defired,  with  much  earneftnefs, 
that  they  would  allow  Cnmwell  to  ferve  for  that 
campaign.  Thus  they  com p^fTed  their  whole  defign, 
in  being  rid  of  all  thofe  whofe  afFeilions  they  knew 
were  not  agreeable  to  theirs,  and  keeping  Cromzvell  in 
command,  who,  in  the  name  of  Fairfax^  modelled 
the  army,  and  placed  fuch  officers  as  were  well  known 
to  him,  and  to  no  body  elf(?  i  and  abfolutely  governed 
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to  the  war,  and  increafed  the  reputation  he 
had  already  acquired. 

His 

*  the  whole  martial  affairs,  as  was  quickly  known  to  all  («)  Vni.  i^, 

*  men  (*•).' How  many  miftakes  there  are  in  the  ^ '     3« 

above  citation  I   need  not   point   out.     The   attentive 

reader  will  foon  difcover  them. In  the  Journal  of  the 

houfe  of  commons,  February  I'j^  1644,  O.  S.  we  read 

the  following  refolutions.     *  Refolved,  l£c.  That  lieu- 

*  tenant-general  Crcmwell  be   defired   forthwith    to  go 

*  down  to   Sir  WiUiam  Waller^  to  go  with  him   upon 

*  this   expedition  into    the    weft,    for    relief   of  Mel- 

*  co/nbe,  and  the  garrifons  and  places  adjacent,  and  for 

*  preventing  and   breaking  the  enemy's  levies  and  re- 

*  cruits  ;  and  that  it  be  referred   to  the  committee  of 
'  both  kingdoms,  to  confider,    this  afternoon,    of  the 

*  difpofmg  of  the  commands  in  fuch  manner  as  may  be 

*  moft  advantageous  for  the  fervice,  and  for  accommo- 

*  dating  all  differences,  if  any  occafion  fliould  bej  and 
'  to  accommodate  him  with  what  (hall   be  further  ne- 

*  ceffary  for   this  expedition   this  afternoon.     Refolved, 

*  ^c.  That  lieutenant-general  Cromwell  (hall  have  U- 

*  berty  to  take  with  him  into  the  weft  his  three  troops 

*  that  are  at  Hcnhy^  and  that  it  be  referred  to  the  com- 

*  mittee   of  both  kingdoms  to  appoint  three  troops  in 

*  the  place  of  thofe  three  troops ;  and  that  lieutenant- 

*  general  Cromwell  fliall  have  liberty  to  take  with  bint 
'  quarter  mafter- general   Iretcn.     Ordqied,    That  Mr. 

*  GoJJal  and   Mr.  Lemman^    treafurers  for   the  Earl    of 

*  Manchejier^s  aflbciation,  do  forthwith  pay  unto  lieu- 

*  tenant; general  Crcmw-u  one  thoufand  pounds;  where- 

*  of  five  hundred  upon  his  own  account,  and  the  other 

*  five  hundred   pounds    to   be  difpofed  of  as  he   fliall 

*  think  fit,  to  the  pay  of  his  own  troops."  So  that 
Lord  Clarendon  probably  miftook  Taunton  for  Melconibt 
in  the  paffage  above  recited.  However,  neither  he  nor 
his  troops  performed  any  fervice  there;  for,  tho'  Mel- 
combe  and  other  places  were  taken  by  Sir  William  Waller^ 
yet,  in   the  Journal   of  the  houfe,  March  20,    1644, 

4  O.  S, 
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His    adlions,    after    the    new    modelling* 


O.  S.  we  read  *  the  humble  petition  of  the  foldiers  of 

*  lieutenant-general  Cromwell^  acknowledging  the  hein- 

*  cufnefs  of  their  offence  in  refufing  to  march  with  Sir 
'  William  Waller  into  the  wef^,  was  this  day  read  :  and 

*  it    is   refolvedj  ksSc.  That  this    houfe  doth  accept   of 

*  the  acknowledgment  and  fubmiflion  of  the  faid   fol- 

*  diers,  and  do  admit  them  into  their  former  good  opi- 

*  nion  and  favour.'  This,  I  fuppofe,  was  the  mutiny 
referred  to  in  the  above  pafTage  from  Lord  Holies.  For, 
though  Crcmxvell  was  commanded  to  join  Waller^  I  can- 
not find  that  he  did  : — he  feems,  about  this  time,  to 
have  been  very  a6live  in  the  houfe,  and  zealous  in  the 
affair  of  new  modelling  the  army.  However,  he  foon 
after  joined  his  troops;  and  the  felf-denying  ordinance 
having  paffed  the  houfe  of  lords,  the  army  being  new 
modelled,  and  Fairfax  in  fupreme  command,  Cromuell, 
pretending  that  he  was,  with  the  other  officers,  to  refign 
his  commiffion,  came  to  Wind/or  from  his  command  in 
the  weft,  to  kifs  the  general's  hand,  and  take  his  leave 
of  him,  *  when,'  fays  an  hiftorian  of  that  time,  great- 
ly in  the  intereft  of  Oliver,    '  in  the  morning,  ere  he 

*  was  come  forth  of  his  chamber,  thofe  commands  [to 
'  march  beyond  Oxford  with  a  body  cf  horfe,  and  lie 
'  on  the  further  fide  towards  Worcejier,  to  intercept  a 
'  convoy  going  to  Oxford^  and  to  keep  the  King  and 

*  his  train  from   going  thencej  than  which  he  thought 
.    ,    *  of  nothing  lefs    in   all  the  world,  came  to  him   from 

Anglia^Re-  *  ^^  Committee  of  both  kingdoms  (y):'  whereupon,  tak- 
/  diviva,  p.     ing  a  body  of  horfe  and  dragoons,  he  marched  into  Ox- 
lo.    Fol.    fordjhire,  beat  a  party  of  the  enemy  at  Iflip-hridge,  re- 
°°  •  *  47*  duced   Blechingdon-houfe,    and    performed    many    other 
things  advantageous  to  his  caufe.     He  continued,  there- 
fore,   in  the  army,  and  was  authorifed  fo  to  Ao,  as  ap- 
pears by  what  follows  In  the  Journal   of  the  houfe  of 
commons.  May  ii,  1645:  'Two  letters  from  lieute- 
'  nant  general  {7ro;«W(f// and  major  general  5r5W/77f  ;  the 
.  .        *  on^  p{,Ma^  Sthj  the  other  of  May  9th,  informing, 

'  that 
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of   the    army,    were    worthy    of  a    great 

com- 

that  general  Gorlnge  is  advanced  weftward,  and  the 
King  northward  towards  Worcejier ;  were  this  day 
read  ;  and  immediately  delivered  to  Mr.  Recorder,  that 
hrought  them  in.  Ordered,  ^c.  That  the  committee 
of  the  army  do  take  care  for  the  providing  of  monies 
and  ammunition  for  thofe  horfe  and  foot,  that  are 
within  the  new  model,  and  now  under  the  command 
of  lieutenant-general  C'-omwell,  and  major-general 
Browne.  Ordered,  Ufc.  That  it  be  referred  to  the 
committee  of  the  army,  to  conlider,  what  fums  of 
money  is  fit  to  be  provided  for.that  party  of  horfe  and 
foot  under  the  command  of  lieutenant-general  Crom- 
well and  major-general  Browne^  which  is  not  within 
the  new  model.  Whereas  lieutenant-general  Crom- 
well is  now  in  the  adual  fervice  of  the  parliament, 
and  in  profecution  of  the  enemy;  it  is  this  day  en- 
joined by  the  lords  and  commons,  that  he  (hall  con- 
tinue in  the  employment  he  is  now  in,  for  forty  days 
longer  ;  notwithftanding  the  late  ordinance,  or  any 
claufe  therein,  that  difcharges  the  members  of  either 
houfe  from  having  any  office  or  command,  military 
or  civil.'  In  the  journal  of  June  the  loth  following, 
is  faid,  '  A  letter  from  ^\r  Thomas  Fairfaxey  znd. 
divers  of  the  chief  officiers  of  his  army,  from  Sher'' 
rington,  oVJune  the  8th  ;  defiring  that  lieutenant-ge- 
neral Cromwell  might  command  the  horfe  in  chief, 
in  Sir  Thmm  Fairfaxe  his  army,  was  this  day  read. 
Refolved  upon  the  queftion,  that  Sir  Thomas  Fairfaxe 
be  defired  (if  he  thinks  fit)  to  appoint  lieutenant-gene- 
ral Cromwell  to  command  the  horfe  under  Sir  Thomas 
Fairfaxe,  as  lieutenant-general,  during  fuch  time  as 
this  houfe  (hall  pleafeto  difpenfe  with  his  attendance: 
and  that  Sir  Thomas  IViddiington  prepare  a  letter  to  be 
figned  by  Mr.  Speaker,  and  forthwith  fent  to  Sir  Thot- 
mas  Fairfaxe  to  zcqunint  him  with  this  vote.'  The 
letter  here  referred  to  was  figned  among  others,  by  Fleetr- 
woodi  fVhalleyy   Skipportt   and  Iretgriy  men  near  to  Craattt 

ivelly 
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commander,    and    at   the   battle   of  Nafe- 

by 

tvellf  and  probably,  not  wholly  ignorant  of  his  defignj. 
But  to  go  on. — On  the  i6th  of  June,  when  news  had 
been  brought  the  houfe  of  the  battle  of  Najeby^  we  find 
it  in   the  journal   of  that  day,    *  Refolved,  ii^c.    That 

*  lieutenant-general  Crcmvudl  fhall  be  lieutenant-general, 

*  of  the  horfe,  in  the  army  under  the  command  of  Sir 
'  Thames  Fairfax^   during  the  pleafure  of  both  houfes. 

*  The  lords  concurrence  to  be  defired  herein.  Refolved, 
*■  That  lieutenant  general  Cromwell  fhall  have  pay  of 
'  lieutenant  general  of  the  horfe,  fince  the  time  of  the 

*  firft  eftabliftimentof  the  army,   under  Sir  Thomas  Fa'ir- 

*  fax\  command.     The  lords  concurrence  to  be  defired 

*  herein.'  However,  in  conformity  to  an  alteration  made 
by  the  houfe  of  lords,  we  find  the  refolution  ftand  in  the 
following  manner  two  days   afterwards.     *  Refolved  up- 

*  on  the  quertion,  that  lieutenant-general  Cromwdl  fhall 

*  continue  as  lieutenant-general  of  the  horfe  according 
'  to  the  eftabliflaed  pay  of  the  army,  for  three  months 
'  from  the  end  of  the  forty  days  formerly  granted  to  him.' 

^  And  on  the  8th  of  /iugujl   1645,  it  was  ordered  by  the 
commons,  '  That  he  (hould  be  continued  in  the  fame 

*  employment,  as  formerly,  for  the  fpace  of  four  months 

*  longer,  from   the  end  of  the  faid  three  months,  for 

*  which   he    was  formerly    continued,  as  aforefaid ;  on 

*  the  17th  of  Oci.  it  was  continued  for  four  months 
'■Jonger;    and    on  the  23d  oi  yan.   following  for  fix 

*  months  more.' After  this  there  were  no  more  re- 

folutions  about  Cromwell:  he  took  it  for  granted  he  had 
leave  j  no  one  offered  to  move  for  recalling  him  ;  and 
Jhc  foon  came  to  fo  great  a  power,  that  no  one  with  fafe- 
ty  eould  almoft  have  dared  to  have  done  it.  In  fine, 
the  felf  denying  ordinance  having  anfwered  its  intention 
of  turning  out  the  grandees  of  both  houfes  from  theFr 
commands  in  the  army,  and  Cromwell  having  the  luck 
to  be  exempted  from  it,  he  accomplifhed  what  he  theh 
had  in  his  view,  and  foon  after,  by  means  of  his  friends, 
had  maoy  chief  officers  of  the  army  cbofen  membcfs 

of 
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by  (y)  he  gave  frelh  proofs  of  his  valour  and 

bra- 


of  the  houfe  of  commons,  who  took  their  feats  and  retain- 
ed their  commands.  And  thereby  encouraged  the  old  mem- 
bers of  their  party  to  provide  for  themfel  ves  likewife.     Sir 
WtUiam  Breretoity  Sir  Oliver  and  Sir  Saniutl  Luke,  Ireton, 
Rainjboroughy  Algernon  Sydney^  Ingoldjhy^  Ludlow-,    Skip-  («)SeeWal- 
poriy    FUttivood  (z),    and   other   principal  commanders,  ryofinde- 
were   members  of  parliament ;    molt  of  whom    were  pendency, 
friends  to  Cromuell  till  he  openly  declared  himfelf,  and  P^"  '•  P- 
fome  of  them    after  that:  whereby  it  plainly  appeared  Ito.Tondl 
that,  in  his  and  their  judgment,  the  ordinance  was  cal"  1648. 
culated  more  for  party  purpofes,  though   carried  on  un- 
der fpecious  pretences,  than  for  the  public  good. 

(y)  In  the  battle  cf  Nafeby  he  gave  frejh  proofs  ff  his 
valour.']  Though  Ipropofed  not  to  enter  into  a  detail 
of  Oliver's  military  exploits,  yet  I  fhall  give  the  reader 
a  fhort  account  of  the  important  battle  of  Nafeby,  which 
is  thus  related   by   Mr.  IVhitlock.     *  The  King  com- 

*  manded   the  main  body  of  his  army.  Prince  Rupert 

*  and  Prince  Maurice  the  right  wing.  Sir  Marmadukt 

*  Langdale  the  left,  the  Earl  of  Lindfcy  and  the   Lord 

*  AJhley  the  right-hand  reierve,  the  Lord  Bard,  and  Sir 
'  George  Ulfe  the  left  referve.  Of  the  parliament's  ar- 
'  my,  Fairfax  and  Skippon  commanded  the  main  body, 

*  Crofnzvell  the  right  wing,   with  whom   was  RoJJiter, 

*  and  they  both  came  in  but  a  little    before   the  fight. 

*  Ireton   commanded  the  left  wing,  the   referves  were 

*  brought   up  by  Rain/borough,    Hammond   and   Pride^ 

*  Prince  Rupert  began  and  charged  the  parliament's  left 

*  wing  with  great  refolution;  Leton  nude  gallant  re- 

*  fiftance,  but  at  laft  was  forced  to  give  ground,  he  him- 

*  felf  being  run  through  the  thigh  with  a  pike,  and  into 
«  the  face  with  a  halbert,  and  his  horfe  fhot  under  him, 

*  and  himfelf  takea  prifoner.     Prince  Rupert  followed 

*  the  chafe   almoft  to  Nafeby  town,  and  in  his  return, 

*  fummoned  the  train,  who  made  no  other  anfwer  but 

*  by  their  firelocks ;  he   alfo  vifited  the  carriages  wher? 

*  was   good    plunder,  but  his  long  ilay  froi^i  ^^e  jBj^ifi: 

*  body 
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bravery.     From  this  time  the  King's  power 

very 


[■•}  Memo- 
rials, p.  150.  ' 


*  body  was  no  fmall  prejudice  to  the  King's  army.     In 

*  the  mean    time   Cromiiell   charged    funoufly   on  the 

*  King's  left  wing,  and    got   the   better,  forcing  them 

*  from  the  body,  and  profecuting  the  advantage,  quite 
'  broke  them  and    their   referve.     During   which,  the 

*  main   bodies  had  charged  one  another  with  incredible 

*  fiercenefs,  often  retreating  and  rallying,  falling  in  to- 

*  gether  with  the  butt-ends  of  their  mufkets',    and  com- 

*  ing  to  hand  blows  with  their  fwords.     Langdale\  men 

*  having  been  in  fon-.e  difcontent  before,  did  not  in  this 

*  fight  behave  themfeives  as  they  ufed  to  do  in  others, 

*  as  their  own   party  gave  it  out  of  them  ;  yet  they  did 

*  their  parts,  and  the  reft  of  the  King's  army  both  horfe 

*  and  foot  performed  their  duties  with  great  courage  and 
'  refolution,  both  commanders  and  foldiers.  Some  of 
'  the  parliament's  horfe  having  lingred  awhile  about  pil- 

*  lage,  and  being  in  fome  difadvantage,  Skippon  perceiv- 
'  ing  it,  brought  up  his  footfeafonably  to  their  afliftance, 
■'  and  in  this  charge  (as  himfelf  related  it  to  me)  was 

*  (hot  in  the  fide.     Cromwell  corning  m  with  his   viflo- 

*  rious  right  wing,  they  all  charged  together  upon  the 

*  King,  who,  unable  to  endure  any  longer,  got  out  of 
'  the  field  towards  Lcicejler.     Prince  Rufert^  who   now 

*  too  late  returned  from  his  improvident  eager  purfuit, 

*  feeing  the  day  loft,  accompanied  them  in  their  flight, 
•"leaving  a  compleat  vidlory  to  the  parliamentarians.' — 
After  more    particulars    he    clofes   his   account    thus: 

*  Both  the  general  and  lieutenant-general  performed 
'-  their  work  with  admirable  refolution,  and  by  their 
••particular  examples  infufed  valour  into  their  followers, 
•folikewife  did  the  ether  officers,  of  whom  divers  were 

*  wounded.  On  the  other  fide,  the  King  {hewed  him- 
'  felf  this  day,  a  couragious  general,  keeping  clofe  witR 
^  his  horfe,  and  himfelf  in  perfon  rallying  them  to  hot 
'  encounters  [*].'— —Hear  now  an  adverfary  to  Crcm- 
'well- — '  Very  early  in  the  morning  [June  14,  1645J 
•the  fcouts  brought  word  that  the  King  was  making  all 

'  hafte 
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very  fenfibly  decayed,  and  all  things  flowed 


in 


*  liafle  to  the  engagement,  being  falfly  informed  that 
'  Fairfax  in  fear  was  retreaiing  to  Northampton^  where- 
'  as  he  iiad  now  difpofed  of  Nafihy  field,  and  awaited 
'  him,  having  Crorn'ivell^'v\\  IVhalUy  on.  his  right  wing, 
'  and  Ireton  on    his  left,  the  one  oppofed  to  my  Lord 

*  l.anjdcde^  and    the  northern  h 'rfc,   and  the   other  to 

*  Prince  Rupert,  general  of  the  cavUlry,  the  King  hi ni- 

*  felf   beinjT  general iffimo.     To    come    to    the  event. 

*  Prince  RiCert  totally  routed  I.eton,  who  being  engag- 
'  ed  and  driven  upon    the  King's  rightmoft  foot,  was 

*  there  wounded  in  the  thigh  wich  3  halbert,  and  taken 

*  prifoner,  and  the  field  on  that  hand  cleared  ;  which 
'  Fairfax  and  Crcmweil  obferving,  having  not  yet  ftir- 
'  red    from  their  ground,  Fairfax  with  a  fhort  fpeech 

*  encouraged   his   troops  to  the  charge ;  which  was  fe- 

*  conded  by  fome  devout  ejaculations  from  Cromwell, 
'  who  clapping  fpurs  to  his  horfe,fell  in  with  Lan^dales 

*  brigade,  and  quire  charged  through  three  bodies  and 
'  utterly  broke  them  ;  nor  did  he  ftop  till  with  fine  force 
'  he  had  lii-ewife  beat  that  wing  from  their  ground, 
'  without  poffibiiity  of  rallying  or  recovering  it  again.  la 
'  this  aciion  a  commander  of  the  King's  knowing  Croni' 
'  a<?//,  advanced  fmartly  from  the  head  of  his  troops  to 

*  exchange  a  bullet  fiiigly  with  him,  and  was  with  the 

*  like  gallantry  encountered  by  him,  both  fides  forbear- 

*  ing  to  come  in,  till  their  piftols  being  difcharged,  the 
'  cavalier  with  a  flanting  back-blow  of  a  broad  fword, 
'  luckily  cut  the  ribbond  that  tied  his  murrion,  and  with 

*  a  draw  threw  it  (ft'  his  head,  and  now  ready  to  repeat 

*  his  ftroke,  his  party  came  in  and  refcued    him,  and 

*  one  of  them    alighting,  threw  up  his  head-piece  into 

*  his  faddle,   which  Oliver   hjflily  catching,    as  being 

*  afi^righted  with  the  chance,  clapt  it  the   wrong  vvay 

*  on  his  head,  and  fo  fought  with  it  the  reft  pf  the  day, 

*  v/hich  proved  moil  highly  fortunate  on  his  fide  (tho  igh 

*  the  King  moft  magnanimouOy  and   expertly  managed 

*  the  fight,  e;:pcfing  himfclf  to  the  eminenteft  peril*  of 

K  '  the* 
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in  very  profperoully  on  the  parliament,  who 

failed 


the  field)  and  raifed  himfelf  beyond  the  arts  and  reach 
of  envy,  or  his  enemies  of  the  Prefbyterian  party, 
who  had  fo  long  been  heaving  at  him,  to  out  him  of 
all    military  employments,  which  concluding  fo  per- 
tinently and  peremptorily  for  him  in  this  grand  event, 
did  charm    the  hatred,  malice  and   prejudice  againft 
him,    into  fear  and  dread   what  this    arrogance    of 
his  fortune  would  finally  afpireto.     This  battle  whol- 
ly overthrew  the  King,  who  was  never  after  able  to 
make   head    againft  the  parliament  forces,  but  piece- 
iam,v.''^'7.    '  meal  loft  his  armies,  caftles  and  towns  (a).'     1  have 
related  this  adlion  as  I  found  it,  but  muft  at  the  fame 
time  dcfire  my   reader  to  clafs  it  with  the  encounters  of 
^ixct  and  Amadi$\  for  like  theirs  it  owes  its  exiftencc 
>  to  imagination,  and  is  not  to  be  met  with  in  any  writer 

of  credit. 

The  three  following  authentic  copies  of  original  let- 
ters relating  to  this  battle,  will  be  deemed  curiofities  by 
moft  readers.  They  will  do  well  to  compare  them  with 
the  narratives  of  modern  commanders.  In  the  year 
1754,  they  were  found  in  a  wall  nine  feet  thick,  on 
pulling  down  a  houfe  in  palace-yard  Wejlm'mjier^  in  or- 
der to  build  an  office  for  the  clerks  of  the  houfe  of  lords. 
The  public  is  indebted  for  the  communication  to  an  ho- 
*  Horace  Hourable  gentleman,  of  diftinguiihed  rank  in  the  rc- 
Walpole,      public  of  letters  *. 


(a)  Flage!- 


Efq 


Letter  I.  Indorfed,  To  the  honourable  William 
Lenthall,  Efq;  Speaker  to  the  houfe  of  com- 
mons.    Hafte. 

Honourable  Sir, 

'Tp  HIS  morning  by  day  brake  wee  march.t   out  Guilf- 
^     l/urroy  after  the  enemy.     After  an  hours  march  we 
difcovered  their  horfe  drawne  up  at  Sybbertoff'  three  miles 
this   fide    Harborroiigh^  an   hour   after    their  foot  ap- 
peared. 
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peared.  This  was  about  8  in  the  morning,  by  lo  we 
were  difpofed  into  a  battalia  on  both  fides,  both  fides 
with  mighty  fhouts  expreft  a  hearty  defire  of  fighting; 
having  for  our  parts  recommended  our  caufe  to  God's 
protection,  and  rec"*.  the  word,  which  was  God  our 
Jirength,  theirs  ^uecn  Mary.  Our  forlorne  hopes  be- 
gun the  pla  -  -  -  whiles  both  fides  labour'd  for  the  hill 
and  wynd,  which  in  conclufyon  w  -  -  as  it  were  equal- 
ly divided.  Our  forlorne  hope  gave  back,  and  their 
righ-  wing  of  horfe  fell  upon  our  left  with  fiich  gallantry, 
that  ours  were  immediately  routed.  About  icoo  ran 
along  with  them,  but  fuch  was  the  courage  and  dili- 
gence of  the  right  wing  backt  with  the  foot,  that  they 
not  only  brat  back  the  enemy  from  the  traine,  but  fell 
in  with  their  fFoot,  and  after  2  Hours  difpute  won  all 
their  fEeld  peeces,  (of  which  fome  are  cannon)  moft  of 
their  baggage,  mortar  peeces,  boats,  3000  arms,  much 
powder,  match,  ^c.  and  nigh  4000  prifoners,  their 
number  was  about  1200O;  fome  6co  flayne,  many 
commanders  of  note.  Of  ours  not  above  200.  Our 
horfe  are  ftill  in  purfuit,  and  have  taken  many  officers ; 
their  ftandard  is  ours,  the  Kings  waggon  and  many  la- 
dyes.  God  Almighty  give  us  thankful  hearts  for  this 
great  victory,  the  moft  abfolute  as  yet  obteyned.  The 
General,  Leift.  Gen.  Cromwell^  and  Major  Gen.  Sk'p- 
port  (who  is  fhot  in  the  fide,  but  not  dangerous)  did  be- 
yond expreflion  gallantly  ;  fo  did  all  the  other  comman- 
ders and  foldiers.  We  have  loft  but  2  Capt.  Tho'  this 
come  late,  be  pleafed  to  accept  it  from 

Your  Honors  moft  humble  fervants, 

Naezhy^  wher  the  fKght  was  this         Har.  lyEiGHTOW. 
Saturdayy  i^Jumi^  ^645.  Tho.  Herbert. 

Capt.  Potter  is  dangeroufly  wounded, 
but  hopes  of  his  recovery,  io  h 
Capt.  Csok. 


K  a  Let^ 
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Letter  U.  Indorfed,  For  the  hon'"'=  William 
Lenthall,  Speaker  of  commons  houfe  of  parlia- 
ment.    Theife. 

S.I  R, 

'  JgE  I N  G  commanded  by  you  to  this  fervice,  I  think 
myfelf  bound  to  acquaint  you  with  the  good  hand 
of  God  towards  you  and  us.  We  marched  yefterday 
after  the  Kinge  who  went  before  us  from  Daventree  to 
Have'hrowe  and  quartered  about  fix  miles  from  him, 
this  day  we  marched  towards  him.  Hee  drew  out  to 
meete  us,  both  armies  ingaged,  we  after  three  bowers 
fight  very  doubtful,  att  laft  routed  his  armie,  killed  and 
tooke  about  5000,  very  many  officers,  but  of  what 
qualitye  wee  yet  know  not,  wee  tooke  alfo  about  2co 
carrag  --all  hee  had,  and  all  his  gunns,  being  12  in 
number,  whereof  2  were  demie  cannon,  2  demie  cul- 
veringes,  and  (I  think)  the  reft  facers.  We  purfued 
enemy  from  3  miles  fhort  of //j to  nine  be- 
yond, even  to  fight  of  Lekef^--  whether  the  King  fled. 
Sir  this  is  non  other  but  the  hand  of  God,  and  to"  him 
alone  belongs  the  glorie,  wherein  non  are  to  (hare  with 
him.  .  The  general  ferved  you  with  all  faythfulnefie  and 
honor,  and  the  beft  commendations  I  can  give  him  is, 
that  Id--  fay  hee  attributes  all  to  God,  and  woud 
rath  perifh  then  aflbme  to  himfelfe,  which  is  an  honeft 
and  a  thrivinge  way,  and  yet  as  much  for  bravery  may 
be  given  to  him  in  this  a ci ion  as  to  a  man.  Honeft  men 
ferved  you  faithfully  in  this  adion.  Sir  they  are  truftye. 
I.befeech  you  in  the  name  of  GcTd  not  to  difcourage 
them.  I  wifti  this  action  may  be^ett  thankfuhiefTe  and 
-humilitye  in  all  that  are  concerned'in  it.  He  that  ven- 
•ters  his  life  for  the  libertie  ofhis  countrie,  I  wifli  hee 
truft  God  for  the  libertie  of  his  confcience,  and  you  for 
the  libcrtye  he  fights  for,  in  this  hee  refts  whoe  is 

Your  moft  humble  fervant, 
June  14th,  1645. 

Huvirbrows.     •  OnvER  Cromwell, 

^    ..  Let- 
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Letter  ITT.  Indorfed,  For  the  hon'''''  William 
Lei«jthall,  Efq^  Speaker  of  the  ho'"^  houfe  of 
commons. 

Jkfr.  Speaker., 
T)ESIDES  the  general  account,  I  have  alreadie 
^-^  given,  by  one  of  my  fervants,  whom  I  fent  up  to 
Lohden  yeiitrtiay,  I  thought  fit  to  fend  the  bearer  Wix. Boles, 
whoe  may  moxc  particularlye  inforrr^e  you  concerneinge 
the  abundant  goodncfs  of  God  to  this  army,  and  the 
whole  kingdome  in  the  late  v's^^orie  obteyned  at  Nafeby 
fielde.  The  whole  body  of  their  foote— taken  and  flaine, 
fuch^  a  lift  of  the  prifoners.  as  could  be  rnade  up  in  this 
fhort  time  I  have  kht^  the  horfe  all  quitted  the  field e, 
and  were  purfued  wichin  three  miles  of  Leicjier :  theire 
ammunition,  ordnance  and  carriages  ail  taken  :  among 
which  there  were,  two  demy  cannons,  a  whole  culverin 
and  a  mortar  pecce,  befidcs  leffir  peeces.  We  intend 
10  move  to  Lncejier  as  fbon  as  we  have  taken  order  with 
our  prifoners  and  wounded  men.  All  that  I  defire  is, 
that  the  honor  of  this  greate  and  never  to  be  forgotten 
mercie  may  be  given  to  God,  in  an  extraordinary  day 
of  thankfgivings ;  and  that  it  may  be  imiproi'ed  to  the 
good  of  bis  cburcHe  and  his  kingdome  :  which  fball  be 
iaithfully  endeavoured  by.  Sir, 

Y*^  mofl  humble  Scf% 
i^3jrja'_^5,  y«7ie  15,  1645. 

Tho.  Fairfax, 

'  Some  Irifi  are  among  the  prifoners,  as  T  ana 
Irtfbrmed :  1  have  not  time  to  make  enquiry 
into  it.  I  defii  e  they  may  be  proceeded  againft 
according  to  ordnance  of  parliament.  Ma- 
jor general  Skipp:n  was  fhor  throughe  bis  fide  ; 
but  notwithflandinge  he  continued  in  theffielde 
with  great  refolucon  ;  and  when  I  defired  him 
to  goe  off  the  ffiold,  he  anfwered  he  would 
not  goe  fo  long  as  a  man  would  ftand,  ftill 
doing  his  ofKce  as  a  valient-and  wife  comman- 
<jcr.  Aifo  Colonel  i^»//-fr  and  Colonel  7rf*»», 
1  ■'  •  '  K  3  upQn 
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failed  not  to  reward  Oliver  (z)  for  his  good 

fervices. 


(1)  Vol.iv. 


(c)  See  the 
fecond  quo- 
tation from 
Milton,  in 
note(o). 


upon  theire  firft  charge  were  both  dangerouflie 
wounded,  behaving  themfelves  very  gallantlie. 
If  1  could  enter  into  particulars,  much  might 
be  fpoken  of  the  refolucon  and  courage  of 
many  commanders,  both  horfe  and  ffoote  in 
this  days  fcrvice  *. 


Thefe  letters  give  us  a  clear  idea  of  this  important 
and  decifive  battle,  a  battle  which  in  a  manner  extin- 
guifl^ed  the  King's  hopes,  and  foon  after  brought  on  a 
total  reduction  of  his  power  !  Lord  Clarendon  fays,  the 
King  and  the  Kingdom  were  loft  in  it  (b) : — an  expref- 
fion  which  deno.es  his  lordfhip's  idea  of  the  immenfenefs 
pf  the  lofs,  thuugh  perhaps  not  much  more  cxad  than 
bis  account  of  the  battle  itfelf,  which  to  fay  the  leaft 
of  it,  is  very  dtfedtive  and  erroneous,  as  will  appear  by 
comparing  it  with  the  authentic  accounts  here  given. 

(z)  The  parliament  failed  not  to  reward  OYwcx  for  his 
good  fer vices. "^  Milton  complains  of  the  offices,  gifts  and 
preferments  beftowed  and  fhared  among  the  members  of 
parliament  (c).  And  if  we  may  believe  a  writer  of 
thofe  times,  who  had  opportunity  of  being  informed, 
(though  allowances  muft  be  made  for  his  prejudices) 
this  was  commonly  and  openly  done,  to  the  vexation 
of  fuch  as  either  could  not,  or  would  not  partake  with 
them.  The  pafluge  is  remarkable,  and  relates  properly 
to  the  fubje<St  in  hand.     *  The  leading  men  or  bel-wea- 

*  thers  having  feemingly  divided  themfelves,  and  having 

*  really  divided  the  houfes,  and  captivated  their  refpec- 
'  tive  parties  judgment,  reaching  them  by    an  impli- 

*  cite  faith,  Jurare  in  verba  magijirif  to  pin  their  opi- 

•  Since  th?  Infertujfl  of  thefe  letters,  I  find  they  were  printed  by  or- 
^cr  of  parliament,  June  i6,  1645,  ^"^  republished  in  Ruihworth's  col- 
leftions.  But  as  they  are  curious,  little  known,  and  probably  now  firft 
tranfcribed  from  the  originals,  I  have  thought  proper  to  give  them  a 
place  in  this  work  aotwithftanding,  A  copy  of  Cromwcirs  letter  is  in  tl^^ 
TxitiA  Mufcam.     ' 
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fcrvices.     But  gratitude  did  not  bind  him; 

for 


nions  upon  their  fleeves ;  they  begin  to  advance  their 
proje(5ts  of  monopolizing  the  profits,  preferments,  and 
power  of  the  kingdom  in  themfelves.  To  which  pur- 
pofe,  though  the  leaders  of  each  party  feem  to  main- 
tain a  hot  oppofition,  yet  when  any  profit  or  prefer- 
ment is  to  be  reached  at,  it  is  obfervcd  that  a  power- 
ful independent  efpecially  moves  for  a  Prelbyterian, 
or  a  leading  Prelbyterian  for  an  independents  and  fel- 
dom  doth  one  oppofe  or  fpeak  againft  another,  in 
fuch  cafes,  unlefs  fomething  of  particular  fpleen  or 
competition  come  between,  which  caufeth  them  to 
break  the  common  rule.  By  this  means  the  grandcfcs 
of  each  fa(flion  feldom  mifs  their  mark,  fince  an  In- 
dependent moving  for  a  Prefbyterian,  his  reputation 
carries  the  bufinefs  clear  with  the  Independent  party; 
and  the  Prefbyterians  will  not  oppofe  a  leading  man 
of  their  own  fide.  By  this  artifice  the  grandees  of 
each  fide  fhare  the  commonwealth  between  them; 
and  are  now  become  proud,  domineering  Rehoboamsy 
even  over  the  reft  of  their  fellow  members,  (contrary 
to  tie  liberty  of  parliament,  which  confills  in  an 
equality)  that  were  formerly  fawning  ambitious  yib- 
Jalcms,  There  hath  been  lately  given  away  to  mem- 
bers openly  (befides  innumerable  and  ineftimable  pri- 
vate cheats  mutually  connived  at)  at  leaft  300000 1. 
in  money,  befides  rich  offices,  employments  in  money 
committees,  fequefl:rations  and  other  advantages. 
And  thofe  members  who  have  fo  well  ferved  them- 
felves under  colour  of  ferving  the  publick,  are,  for 
the  moft  part,  old  canvafers  of  faiSions,  who  have 
fat  idly  and  fafely  in  the  houfe,  watching  their  advan- 
tages to  confound  bufineffes,  and  Ihuffle  the  cards  to 
make  their  own  game;  when  others  that  have  ven- 
tured their  perfons  abroad,  laboured  in  the  publick 
work,  like  Ifraelites  under  thefe  Egyptian  fafk-mafter?, 
and  loft  their  eftates,  are  left  to  ftarve  until  they  can 
find  relief  in  that  empty  bag  called  by  fools,  fides  pub- 
K  4  *  lica. 
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for  his  fuccels  and  influence  on  the  army, 


in 


fpired 


(^)  Walker's 
Myftery  of 
the  two 
Juntoes, 
p.  2. 


moirs,p.  36. 
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licciy  by  wife  men  'fj^iei  punica,  and    are   now  looksd 
upon    in    the   houfe  fuperciiioufly,    like   unwelcome 
'  guefts  (<5^).' 

Lord  Holies  in  very  (harp  terms  fpeaks  of  his  anta- 
gonilb,  the  Independent  party,  promoting  and  reward- 
ing their  friends  and  adherents :  '  Which,  fays  he,  was 
'  eafy  for  them,  having  both  fword  and  puife,  and  with- 

*  all  an  impudence  and  boldnefs  to  reward  all  thofe  who 
*■  would  fell  their  confciences.     For  all  fuch  members  of 

*  the  houfe,  and  others,  v/ere  fure  to  be  preferred,  have 
'  large  gifts  given  them  out  of  the  commonwealths  mo- 
^  ney,  arrears  paid,  ofEces  confered  upon  them,  coun- 

*  tenanced  and  prote.£ted  againft  all  complaints  and  pro- 
'  fecutions,  had  they  done  never  fo  unworthy,  unjufi", 

*  horrid    actions,  to  the  oppreffion  of  the  fubjedt,  and 

*  difhonour   of  the  parliament.     All  others   difcounte- 

*  nanced,  oppofed,  inquifitions  fet  upon  them,  queftioned, 

*  imprifoned  upon  the  leaft  occafion,  colours  of  crimes 
'  many  times  for  doing  real  good  fervice,  and  no  favour 

*  v.ox  juftice  for  them  :  only  that  the  world   might  fee 

*  Vi'hich  was  the  way  to  rife,  and  which  to  be  fure  to 
^'  meet    with  contrary  wines  and  fiorms,  and   fo  make 

*  all  men  at  leaft  to  hold  candles  to  thefe  vifible  faints  [e].' 
■ — In  another  place  his  lordfliip  vindicates  himfclf  and 
friends  from  the  charge  of  enriching  thcmfelves  by  dif- 
pofing  of  the  publick  money,  and  retorts  it  onhisad- 
verfaries,  fetting  forth  in  a  very  particular  manner  what 
fums  of  money  they  had  received  under  various  preten- 
ces, and  what  falaries  they  enjoyed  (*).  But  auer  all 
thefe  wariTi  declamations,  for,  both  thefe  writers  were 
very  warm,  when  they  exercifed  their  pens  on  thefe  fub- 
je£ts,  what  vv^s.  there  done  in  thefe  times  that  has  not, 
that  will  not  be  done  at  all  times  ?  Friend..;  and  favourites 
are  countenanced  and  preferred,  enemies  are  overlooked, 
jieglecfted,  or  difappointed.  Wa^^  ic  ever  otherwife  ?  If 
men  perform  great  and  eminent  fervices, 'tis  grateful,  'tis 

itic  to  reward  them.     To  complain  of  the  givers  or 

re- 
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receivers,  feems  not  very  confiftent  with  good  fenfe  and 
impartiality.  Cromwell  we  have  {^en  make  a  figure  in 
the  war :  he  had  veptured  his  life  many  times  in  the 
public  fervice,  and  had  brought  reputation  and  victory 
back  with  him.  Was  he  unworthy  of  notice,  or  did  he 
not  highly  merit  it  ?  When  the  houfe  of  commons  was 
far  enough  from  being  wholly  at  his  devotion,  we  find 
it  ordered,  '  that  five  hundred  pounds  be  forthwith  pro- 

<  vided  and  advanced, to  be  beftowedon  Lieutenant 

'  General  Cromwell,  as  a  refpeil  from  the  houfe.  Or- 
'  dered,  that  all  the  lands  of  the  Ezt\  of  fVorceJltr,  Lord 

*  Herbert,  and  Sir  'John  Somerfeit,  his  fons,  in  the 
'  county  of  Southampton,  be  fettled  upon  Lieutenant  Ge- 

*  neral  Crcmwetl,  and  his  heirs,  to  be  accounted  as  part 
'  of  the  two  thoufand    five  hundred  ^oun^s  per  anuurriy 

*  formerly  appointed  him   by  this'  houfe  :  and  that  Mr. 

*  Samuel  Broivne^    Mr.  Sollicitor,    Mr.  Lijle,   and  Mr. 

*  IVallop,  do  bring  in  an   ordinance  accordingly.     Or- 

*  dered,  that  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  the  army, 

*  to  confider  how  the  refidue  of  the  two  thoufand  five 

*  hundred  pounds,  "land  of  inheritance  formerly  affigned 

*  Lieutenant  General  Crcmwdl  by  this  houfe,  may  be 

*  fpeedily  fettled  upon  him,   and  his  heirs,  for  ever,  and 

*  he  put  in  the  prefcnt  pofieflion  of  it;  and  likewife  to 

*  confider  of  an  entertainment  for  his  prefent  fubfiflence  j  (/)  Journal, 

*  and  to  bring  in  an  ordinance  to  this  purpofe  (  /J.'     And  J^"-  -3» 
it  was  moreover  ordered  a  few  days  afterwards,  *  that     *^' 

'  Mr.  Lijle  do  bring  in  an  ordinance  for  the  full  grant- 

'  ing  unto,  and  fettling  upon  Lieutenant  General  Crom- 

'  well,     and    his   heirs,    the    manors   of  Ahb;rJlon  and 

'  Lchell,  with   the  rights,  members  and    appurtenances 

*  thereof,  in  the  county  of  Scuthampton  ;  being  the  lands 

*  of  'John  Lord  Marquis  of  IVincheJlcr,  a  delinquent, 

*  that  hath   been  in  arms  againft  the  parliament,  and  a  ^^^  J°""''^'» 
'  Papift  {g)'     What  the  event  of  this  laft  order  was  I  le+s.^^' 
cannot  find ;  but   by  the  following  letter  of  Oliver  St. 

"John  to  Cromwell,  it  appears  that  the  houfe  of  com- 
mons had  iiberalfy  rewarded  him  for  his  fervices. 


Deare 
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Deare  .Sir^ 

T  Have  herewlthall  fente  you  the  order  of  the  houfe 
"■■  of  commons  for  fettling  2500  I.  per  annum  upon 
you  and  your  heires,  and  the  ordinance  of  parliament 
in  purfuance  thereof  in  part,  whereby  the  lands  there- 
in mentioned,  being  all  the  lands  of  the  Earle  of  IVar- 
cefter  in  that  county,  are  fettled  upon  you.  I  have 
likewife  fcnt  you  a  rent-roll  of  the  quit-rents.  The 
manors  coofift  moft  of  old  rents.  There  are  three 
advowfons.  I  am  told  by  Col.  Norton  and  Mr.  Whee- 
ler, whoe  know  the  lands,  that  they  are  accounted 
lool.  p.  ann. 

*  I  endeavoured  to  pafTe  this  for  the  prefent,  rather 
than  to  have  flayed  longer  to  make  up  the  whole. 
Your  patent  was  fpeedily  prepared,  and  is  this  day 
paflcd  the  great  feal.  I  have  not  fente  it  downc,  but 
will  keepe  it  for  you,  until  I  receive  your  diredtion  to 
whom  to  deliver  it.  The  charges  of  paffing  the  or- 
dinances to  the  clerkes,  and  of  the  feale,  my  clerke 
of  the  patents  hath  fatisfied  ;  you  fhall  hereafter  k;iow 
what  they  come  to.  I  delivered  a  copy  of  the  ordi- 
nance to  Mr.  Li/Ie  to  fend  it  to  the  committee  of  fe- 
queflrations,  whoe  hath,  together  with  a  letter  to 
them,  defyred,  that  the  fequeftrators  take  care  that  no 
wrong  be  done  to  the  lands.  That  which  principally 
moved  me  to  it  was,  becaufe  I  heard,  there  weare 
goodly  woods,  and  that  much  had  been  formerly  cut, 
that  for  the  future  a  flop  might  be  made.  By  the  or- 
dinance fent  you,  you  will  be  auclorized  to  fend  fomc 
baylifFe  of  your  owne  to  hufband  the  lands  to  your 
beft  advantage,  which  would  be  done  fpeediiie.  There 
is  another  order  of  the  houfe  for  preparinge  an  ordi- 
nance for  a  goodly  houfe  and  other  lands  in  Hampjinre, 
of  the  Marquifle  of  JVhicheJiers.  Wee  had  thought 
to  have  had  them  in  the  ordinance,  already  pa/Tcd, 
but  by  abfence  of  fome,  when  I  brought  in  the  other, 
that  fayled.  Perhaps  it  is  better  as  it  is,  and  that  the 
addition    m^ght   have  flayed   this.      You    know   to 

*  whome 
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infpired  him  with  confidence  (aa)  and  amr 

bition. 


*  whome  the  Marquife  hath  relation  *,  and  in  regard 
'  that  our  commiflion  for  the  feale  ends  with  this 
'  month,  I  defyred  rather  for  the  prefente  to  pafle  this, 

*  than  to  hazard  the  delay.     Mr.  Lijle  was  ordered  to 

*  bring  in  the  other  ordinance}  it  is  not  yet  done.  Sir, 
'  M.V.  IValhp,  Mr.  Lijlcy  Sir  Thomas  Germayne^  have 
'  been  real  friends  to  you  in  this  bufinefs,  and  heartily 

*  defire  to  have  you  feated,  if  poffible,  in  their  country. 

*  Remember  by  the  next  to  take  notice  hereof  by  letter  (^)  Thur- 

*  unto  them  (Z?).' 1  know  not  what  the  patent  men-  loe,  vol.  i. 

tioned  iii  this  letter  means,  unlcfs  the  following  refo-  P*  ''5* 
lution  of  the  houfe  of  commons,  Dec.    i,    1645,  will 
explain  it.     '  Refolved,  that  the  title  and  dignity  of  a 

*  baron   of  the  kingdom   of  England^  with   all  rights, 

*  priviledges,  pre-eminences,  and  precedencies,  to  the 
'  faid  title  and  dignity   belonging  or  appertaining,  bc 

*  conferred    and  fettled  on   Lieutenant  General  Oliver 

*  Crcmwelli  and   the  heirs  males  of  his  body:  and  that 

*  his   Majefty  be  defiied,  in  thefe   propofitions,  [for  ^ 

*  peace]  to  grant   and   confer  the  faid  title  and  dignity 

*  upon  him,  and    the  heirs  males  of  his  body  accord-  , 
<  ingly :  and  that  it  be  referred  to  the  former  committee, 

*  to  confider  of  a  fit  way  and  manner  for  the  perfe<Sting 

«  hereof  (/■).'-— Here  are  proofs  fufficient  of  the  bounty  ('^  ^"'"''* 
of  Oliver's  mafters. 

(a a)  His  fuccefs  and  his  intere/J  in  the  army,  infpired 
him  wi  h  ambition,  &c.]  Sir  Thomas  Fairfax,  we  have 
feen,  was  conftituted  general  and  commander  in  chief 
of  the  ne\V  modelled  army ;  and  he  behaved,  as  it  is 
Well  known,  with  great  bravery  and  conduft.  But  his 
talents  were  chiefly  of  the  military  kind.  He  had  no 
Inclination  for  intrigues  ;  no  ambitious  views  j  and 
therefore  flood  not  in  need  of  thofe  arts  which  are  requl- 
fite  to  obtain  confidence  and   power.      He  contented 

•  The  Marquifs  of  Wigchefter  manicd  the  half-fifter  of  the  Earl  of 
Efiex.     Ludlow,  vol.  i.  p.  15S. 

him- 
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bition,  and  excited  in  him  views  prejudicial 


to 


iimfelf  with  difcbarging  the  duties  of  a  good  genera!, 
and  troubled  not  himfelf  with  any  thing  beyond  it, 
CrcvmnU  had  other  things  in  hia  head.  He  fought  not 
meerly  for  his  mafiers,  or  out  of  ze^l  for  the  canfe ;, 
though  zeal  he  ujidoubtedly  had  ;  but  that  he  might  one. 
time  OF  other  take  the  lead,  and  gratify  his  own  bour^-^ 
Ief&  anabition.  He  therefore  made  his  court  to  all  the 
offiu:ers  and  (bldiers>  and  became  at  length  fo  popular, 
as  to  be  looked  on  by  friends,  and  foes  as  the  chief  actor 
in  the  intereffii>g(cene&  exhibited  by  the  army,  *  Fair- 
*- fax  was  viewed  as  a  gentleman  of  an  irrationa!  and 

*  brotrfli  valour,,  fitter  to  follow  another  man's  counfel 
*•  than  brs  own,  and  obnosioas  to  Ctomweli  and  the  in- 

*  dependant  fa<5iion  (upon  whofe  bottom  he  ftands).  foe 
(ljw»lic/st  his  preferment,  it  being  no  difhonour  to  him  to  be -^ 
lafa«jiej»-^  ^o"*^  *^  property  of  a  powerful  fadion  {ky  But 
cy,  part  i,  tjroJKwdl  was  defcribed  '  as  a  head  f<?hoolmaiier,  in  the 
^"5°*  *  parliament,  (repjefented  as  a  frce-fchooi  when  fubf 
(;)M.p3rt  *  Je(2ed  to  the  willof  the  army)  hetQn  ufher,  and  (that 
ii.p,sc.     «  cypher)   Fairfax   prepofitor  (/).'     And   Holhi-  fays, 

*  from  the  beginning  of  the  new  modelling  the  armj, 

*  it  was  intended,  by  his  party,  that  Creaimdl  ihouM 

*  hax'e  the  power,l.Sir  fhcmas  Fairfax  only  the  name  of 
'  general*  And  he  further  characterizes  h>m,  '  as  one 
'  fit  for  their  turns,  to  do  whatever  "they  will  have  hire, 

(fli)  Mff-  *  without  confidering  or  being  able,  to  judge  whether 
acioiis,p.34.c  horM>urabIe  or  honeft  (»)/  .  Thefe  characters  oi  Fair- 
fax leem  tery  fevere»  and  one  would  be  apt  to  think, 
ought  to  be  read  with  feme  allowances,  as  coming  from 
men  heated  with  refcntmcnt,  and  foss  to  the  general, 
and  his  army.  But  the  following  paflages,  from  his  own 
R/lemoirs,  .will  (hev/  us  that  there  is  much  truth  in  what 
is  above  written,  though  "couched  in  a  fharp  and  adver- 
(aiy-like  ftyje.  His  little  infiueuce  and  authority^  the 
army  over  which"  he  had  the  name  of  general,  he  thus 
iJefcribes.  '  From  the  time  they  [the  army]  declared 
*  their  ufurped  authority  at  Tripkvt-iteath^  1  never  gave 
8  *  my 
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'io  .the  authority  from  whence  he  derived  his 
'  •'    ,  .  power. 

*  mv  free  confept  to  any  thing  they  did  :  but  being  yet 

<  undifcharged   of  my  pliaee,  they  fet  my  nanric  in  way 

*  of  courfe  to  all  their  papers,'  whether   I  confented  or 

*  not:  and  to  fuch   failings  are  ail  authorities  fubje6l. 

*  Under  parliamentary  authority  many  injuries  have  beea 

*  done ;  fo  here  hath  a  general's  power  been  broken  and 

<  crumbled  into  a  levelling  fadtion.     Yet  even  this,  I 

*  hope,  all  impartial  judges  will  interprit  as  force  and 

*  raviflhment  of  a   good  name,  rather  than  a  voluntary 

*  confent,  which  might  make  me  equally  criminal  with 

*  that  fa<Siion.     And  if  in  a  mukitude  of  words,  much 

*  more  in  a  multitude  of  aiSlions,  there  muft   be  fome       ^^^ 

<  tranfgrcffions;  yet  I  can  truly  fay,  they  were  never  i^^j^^j^,^^ 

'  defignedly,  or  wilfully  committed  by  me  («).*  p.  i25,8ir<Vi  ^ 

This  fhews  perfectly  the  man. — Let  us  now  proceed  »^99« 
to  view  the  ambition  of  Cromvueli  which  had  full  fcope 
for  aflion  under  fuch  a  leader.  LuSIoWy  fpeaking  of  the 
fituation  of  affairs  after  the  King  was  delivered  into  the 
hands  of  the  parliament's  commiffioners  by  the  ScJs-t 
fays,  *  Walking  one  day  with  lieutenant-general  Cro/n- 
'  tt/v//  in  Sir  Robert  Cottons  garden,  he  inveighed   bit- 

*  terly  againft    them,  {the   parliament]  faying  in  a  fa- 

*  miliar  way  to  me,  if  thy  father  were  alive,  he  would 
'  let  fome  of  th6m   hear  what  they   dcferved :  adding 

*  farther,  that  it  was  a  miferable  thing  to  ferve  a  parlia- 
'  ment,  to  whom  let  a  man  be  never  fo  faithful,  if  one 

*  pragmatical   fellow  rife  up  and  afperfe  him,    he  (hall 

*  never  wipe  it  off.  VV  hereas,  faid  he,  when  one  ferves 
'  under  a  general,  he  may  do  as  much  fervice,  and  yet 

*  be  free  from  all  blame  and  envy.  This  text,  together 
«  with  the  comment  his  after  a£tions  put  upon  it,  hath 

*  fince  perfwaded  me,  that  he.  had  already  conc<?ived  the 
'  defign  of  deftroying  the  civil'  authority,  and  fettin^ 
'  up  of  himfelf  }  and   that   he  took  that- opportunity  to 

*  feel  my  pulfe,  whether  I  were  a  fit  infirument  to'  be 
'  employed  by  him  to  thofe  ends.  But  having  replied 
*>  to  his  difcourfe,  that  we  ought  to  perform  the  dujcv 

.  ■■;    •  *    Oi" 
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power.     For  the  war  being  ended  in  July 

1646^ 


*  of  our  Nations,  and  truft  God   with  our  honour^ 

*  powfer  and  all  that  is  dear  to  us,  not  permitting  any 
'  fuch  confiderations  to  difcourage  us  from  the  profecu- 

t«)  Vol.  i.     '  ***^"  °^  ^"'^  duty,  I  never  heard  any  thing  more  from 
p.  187.        *  him  upon  that  point  («).*    The  fame  writer,  after  tel- 
ling us  that  feme  menacing  expreflions  fell  from  fome 
members  of  parliament,  on  occafion  of  the  officers  of  the 
army  refufmg    to   difband    on    their  command,    adds, 

*  Lieutenant-general  Cromwell  took  the  occafion  to 
'  whifper  me  in  the  ear,  faying,  Thefe  men  will  never 
'  leave  till  the  army  pull  them  out  by  the  ears :  which 

*  expreflion  I  fhould  have  refented,  if  the  ftate  of  our 
^     ■  ^'     *  affairs  would  have  permitted  (;>).' But  nothing  fo 

fully  fets  forth  the  arts  and  ambition  of  Cromwell  as  a 
paper  printed  in  Thurloe's  correfpondence,  entitled  *  Sun^ 
'  dry  Reafons  inducing  Major  Robert  Huntington  to  lay 

*  down  his  commiffion,  humbly  prefented  to  the  ho- 
'  nourable  houfes  of  parliament.'  It  is  long,  but  it 
would  be  a  wrong  to  the  reader  as  well  as  the  fubje<S  to 

abridge  it. '  Having  taken  up  arms,  fays  he,   in 

'  defence  of  the  author. ty  and  power  of  King  and  par- 
'  liament,  under  the  command  of  the  Lord   Grey  of 

*  Warke,  and  the  Earl  of  Manchejler^  during  their  fe- 
'  veral  employments  with  the  forces  of  the  eaftern  affb- 

*  ciation,  and  at  the  modelling  of  this  army  under 
'  the  prefent   lieutenant-general,  having  been  appointed 

*  by  the  honourable  houfes  of  parliament,  a  major  to 

*  the  now  regiment  of  lieutenant-general  Cromvuell\  in 
'  each  of  which  employments   having  ferved  conftantly 

*  and  faithfully,  anfwerable  to  the  truft  repofed  in  me ; 
'  and  having  Ltely  quit  the  faid  employment,   and  laid 

*  down^  my   commiffion,  I   hold    myfelf  tyed  both  in 

*  duty  and  confcience  to  render  the  true  reafons  thereof, 

*  which  in  the  general  is  briefly  this:  becaufe  the  prin- 

*  ciples,   defigns,   and  actions  of  thofe  officers,  which 

*  have  a  great  influence  upon  the  army,  are  (as  I  con- 
'  ceive)  very  repugnant,  and  deftrudive  to  the  honour 

»  and 
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1646,  the  foldiery,  inlligated   by  Cromwelly 

refufed 


and  fafety  of  the  parliament  and  kingdom »  from  whom 
they  derive  their  authority.     The  particulars  whereof 

(being   a  breviat  of  my  lad  obfervaiions)  will  appear 
in  the  following  narrative. 

*  Firft,  that  upon  the  orders  of  parliament  for  difband- 
ing  this  army,  lieutenant  general  Cromvuell  and  com- 
milFary- general  Ireton^  were  fent  commiffioners  to 
Walden^  to  reduce  the  army  to  their  obedience,  but 
more  efpecially,  in  order  to  the  prefent  fupply  of  forces 
for  the  fervice  of  Ireland.  But  they,  contrary  to  the 
truft  repofed  in  them,  very  much  hindered  that  fer- 
vice, not  only  by  difcountenancing  thofe  that  were 
obedient  and  willing,  but  alfo  by  giving  encourage- 
ment to  the  unwilling  and  difobedient,  declaring  that 
there  had  lately  been  much  cruelty  and  injuftice  in  the 
parliament's  proceedings  againft  them,  meaning  the 
army.  And  commiflary-general  /rij/i'w,  in  further  pur- 
fuance  thereof,  framed  thofe  papers  and  writings  then 
fent  from  the  army  to  the  parliament  and  kingdom, 
faying  alfo  to  the  agitators,  that  it  was  then  lawful 
and  fit  for  us  to  deny  difbanding,  'till  we  had  received 
equal  and  full  fatisfaftion  for  our  pafl  fervice  :  lieu- 
tenant-general Cromwell  further  adding,  that  we  were 
in  a  double  capacity,  as  foldiers,  and  as  commoners. 
And  when  upon  the  rendezvous  at  Triplow-heathj  the 
commifTioners  of  parliament,  according  to  their  or- 
ders, acquainted  every  regiment  with  what  the  par- 
liament had  already  done,  and  would  further  do,  in 
order  to  the  defires  of  the  army,  the  foldiers  being  be- 
fore prepared,  and  notwithftanding  any  thing  could 
be  faid  or  offered  to  them  by  the  commifTioners,  they 
ftill  cried  out  for  Juftice,  Juftice.  And  for  the  ef- 
fedling  of  their  further  purpofes,  advice  was  given  by 
lieutenant-general  Cromwell  and  eommillary-general 
Ireton,  to  remove  the  King's  perfon  from  Holdenhy^ 
or  to  fecure  hira  there  by  other  guards  than  thofe  ap» 
pointed    by  the  commiflioners  of  parliament;  w.hich 

'  was 
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fefufed  to  difband,   or  be  fent  into  Ireland, 


though 


*  was  thought  moft  fit  to  be  carried  on  by  the  private 

*  foldiery  of  the  army,  and  promoted   by  the  agitators 

*  of  each  regiment,  whofe  firft  bufmefs  was  to  fecure 
'  the  garrifon   of  Oxford,  with  the  guns  and  ammuni- 

*  tion  there;  from  thence  to  march  to  Hddenky,  in  pro- 
'  fecution  of  the  former  advice  ;  which  was  accordingly 

*  adted  by   cornet  foyce^  who    when    he  had  done  the 

*  bufmefs,  fent  a  letter  to  the  general  then  at  Keinton, 
'  acquainting  his  excellency,  that  the  King  was  on  his 

*  march  towards  Newmarket.     The  general  being  trou- 

*  bled  thereat,  told  commifTary-general  Ireiotiy  that  he 

*  did  not  like  it,  demanding  v^ithall  who  gave  thofe 
'  orders.     He  replied,  that  he  gave  orders  only  for  fe- 

*  curing  the  King  there,  and  not  for  taking  him  away 
'  from    thence.     Lieutenant-general   Cromwell  coming 

*  then  from  London,  faid^  if  this  had  not  been  done, 
'  the  King  would  have  been  fetched  away  by  order  of 
'  parliament;  or  elfe    colonel  Graves  hy  the  advice  of 

*  the  comrriiflioners  would  have  carried  him  to  Lon~. 
'  don,  throv/ing  themfelves  upon  the  favour  of  parlia- 
'  ment  for  that  fervice.     The  fame  day   cornet  Jo)ce 

*  being   told  the  general   was  difpleafed   with  him  for 

*  bringing  the  King  from  Holdenby,  he   anfwered  that 

*  lieutenant-genefal  Cromweli  gave  him  orders  at  Lcndori, 
»  to  do   what  he  had  done   both  there  and  at  Oxfcrd. 

*  The  perfon  of  the  King  being  now  in  the  powerof  the 
'  army,  the  bufinefs  of  lieutenant-general  Cromwell  was 

*  to  court  his  Majefty  (both  by  members  of  the  army, 
«  and  feveral  gentlemen  formerly  in  the  King's  fervice) 

*  into  a  good  opinion  and  belief  of  the  proceedings  of 
'  the  army,  as  alfo  into  a  difaffe6tion  and  diflike  of  the 
'  proceedings  of  parliament ;  pretending  to  fhew  that 
'  his  Majefiies  interefts  would  far  better  fuit  with  the 
'  principles  of  [ndependency,  than  of  Prefbytery,     And 

'  when  the  King  did  alledge,  (as  many  times  he  did) 
'  that  the  power  of  parliament  was  the  power,  by 
'  which    we  fought,  lieutenant-general  Cron.well  would 

*  reply. 
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though    commanded    by     the    parliament  j 

erected 


reply,  that  we  were  not  only  foldiers,  but  commoners  ; 
promifing  that  the  army  would  be  for  the  King  in  the 
fettlement  of  his  whole  bufinefs,  if  the  King  and  his 
party  would  fit  ftill,  and  not  declare  nor  a£i:  againft 
the  army,  but  give  them  leave  only  to  manage  the 
prefent  bufinefs  in  hand. 

*  That  when  the  King  was  at  Newmarket,  the  par- 
liament thought  fit  to  fend  to  his  Majefty,  humbly 
defiring,  that,  in  order  to  his  fafety  and  their  addref- 
fes  for  a  fpeedy  fettlement,  he  would  be  pleafed  to  come 
to  Richmoml.  Contrary  hereunto,  refolution  was  ta- 
ken by  the  aforefaid  officers  of  the  army,  that  if  the 
King  would  not  be  diverted  by  perfwafion  (to  which 
his  Majefty  was  very  oppofite)  that  then  they  would 
ftop  him  by  force  at  Rojhn,  where  his  Majefty  was 
to  lodge  the  firft  nijiht,  keeping  accordingly  continual 
guard  upon  him,  againft  any  power  that  fliould  be  fent 
by  order  of  parliament  to  take  him  from  us :  and  to 
this  purpofe  out-guards  were  alfo  kept  to  prevent  his 
efcape  from  us  with  the  commiffioners,  of  whom  we 
had  fpecial  orders  given  to  be  careful,  for  that  thev 
did  daily  fhew  a  diflike  to  the  prefent  proceedings  of 
the  army  againft  the  parliament,  and  that  the  King 
was  moft  converfant  and  private  in  difcourfe  with 
them,  his  Majefty  faying,  that  if  any  man  fhould 
hinder  his  going  (now  his  houfes  had  defired  him  upon 
his  late  meflage  of  12  May,  1647)  it  {h;;uld  be  done 
by  force,  and  laying  hold  on  his  bridle  ;  which  if  any 
were  fo  bold  to  do,  he  would  endeavour  to  make  it 
his  laft.  But  contrary  to  his  Majcfties  expe£iation,  the 
next  morning  when  the  King  and  the  officers  of  the 
army  were  putting  this  to  an  ifliie,  came  the  votes  of 
both  houfes  to  the  King  of  their  compliance  with  that 
which  the  army  formerly  defired.  After  which  his 
Majefty  did  incline  to  hearken  to  the  defircs  of  the 
army,  and  not  before. 

L  <  Where- 
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ereded  a  council  of  officers  and   agitators, 

to 

■  *  Whereupon  at  Caverjham,  the  King  was  continually 
'  foHlcited  by  meflengers  from  lieutenant-general  C7'oot- 

•  well   and   commifTary-  general    Ireton^    proffering  any 
<  thing  his    Majefty  ftiould  defire,  as   revenues,  chap- 

•  lains,  wife,  children,  fervants   of  his  own,  vifitatioii 
*=  of  friends,  accefs  of  letters,  and  (by  commifTary-ge- 

•  neral  Ireton)  that   his   negative  voice  fhould   not  be 

•  meddled  withal,  and  that  he  had  convinced  thofe  that 

•  reafoned  againft  it  at  a  general  council  of  the  army; 

•  and  all  this  they  would  do,  that  his  Majefty  might  the 

•  better  fee  into  all  our  aclions,  and  know  our  princi- 

•  pies,  which  lead  us  to  give  him  all  thefe  things  out  of 

•  confcience  ;  for  that  we  were  not  a  people  hating  his 

•  Majefties  perfon   or    monarchical    government,    but 

•  that  we  liked    it  as  the   beft,  and   that  by  this  King ; 

•  faying  alfo,  that  they  did  hold  it  a  very  unreasonable 

•  thing  for  the  parliament  to  abridge  him  of  them  ;  of- 

•  ten  promifing,  that  if  his  Majefty  would  fit  ftill,  and 
'  not  a6l  againft  them,  they  would  in  the  firft  place  re- 

•  ftore  him  to  all  thefe,  and  upon  the  fettlement  of  our 
■  own  juft  rights  and  liberties,  make  him  the  moft  glo- 

•  rious  prince  in  Chriftendom.     That  to  this  purpofe, 

•  for  a  fettlement  they  were  making  feveral  propofals, 

•  to  be  offered  to  the  commiflioners  of  parliament  then 

•  fent  down  to   the   army,  which  fliould  be   as  bounds 

•  for  our  party  as  to  the  King's  bufinefs;  and  that  his 

•  Majefty  ftiould  have  liberty  to   get  as   much  of  thefe 

•  abated  as  he  could,  for  that  many  things  therein  were 

•  propofed  only  to  give  fatisfa(Sion  to  others,  who  were 

•  our  friends ;    promifing   the  King,  that  at   the  fame 

•  time  the  commiflioners  of  parliament  fhould  fee  thele 

•  propofals,  his   Majefty  fhould  have  a  copy  of  them 

•  alfo,  pretending   to  carry  a  very  equal  hand  between 

•  King  an<i  parliament,  in  orJer  to  the  fettlement  of 

•  the   kingdom  by  him  j  which  befides  their  own  judg- 

•  mentj  and  confcience,  they  did  fee  a  neceflity  of  it  as 

*  t» 
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to    confult    of  and    manage    their   affairs ; 

talked 


to  the  people;  commlfTary-general //<?/577  further  fay- 
ing, that  what  was  oftered  in  thefe  propofals  fhould 
be  fo  juft  and  reafonable,  that  if  there  were  but  fix 
men  in  the  kingdom  that  would  fight  to  make  them 
good,  he  would  make  the  feventh  againft  any  powerj 
that  fliould  oppofe  them.  \, 

♦  The  head  quarters  being  removed  from  Reading  t6 
Bedford,  his  Majetty  to  TVohurne,  the  propofals  were 
given  to  me  by  ccmmiflary  general  Ireton,  to  prefent 
to  the  King ;  which  his  Majefty  having  read,  told 
me,  that  he  would  never  treat-  with  army  or  parlia- 
ment upon  thefe  propofals,  as  he  was  then  minded. 
But  the  next  day  his  Majefty  underftanding,  that  a 
force  was  put  on  his  houfes  of  parliament,  by  a  tu- 
mult, fent  for  me  again,  and  faid  unto  me  :  Go  along 
with  Sir  fo.  Birkely  to  your  general  and  lieutenant- 
general,  and  tell  them,  that  to  avoid  a  new  war,  I 
will  now  treat  with  them  upon  their  propofals,  or  any- 
thing elfe,  in  order  to  a  peace:  only  let  me  be  faved 
in  honor  and  confcience.  Sir  'Jo.  Berkgly  falling  fick 
by  the  way,  I  delivered  this  meflage  to  the  lieutenant* 
general  and  to  commifTary  general  Iriton,  who  ad- 
vifed  me  not  to  acquaint  the  general  with  it,  till  tea 
or  twelve  officers  of  the  army  were  met  together  ac 
the  general's  quarters,  and  then  they  would  bethink 
themfelves  of  feme  perfons  to  be  fent  to  the  King 
about  it.  And  accordingly  commifTary-general  Iretcrif 
colonel  Rairifbonw,  colonel  Hammond^  and  colonel 
Rich.,  attended  the  King  at  IVcbume  for  three  houis 
together,  debating  the  whole  bufinefs  with  the  King, 
upon  the  propofals;  upon  which  debate,  many  of  the 
moft  material  things  the  King  difliked,  were  afterwards 
ftruck  out,  and  many  other  things  much  abated  by 
promifes  ;  whereupon  his  Majefly  was  pretty  well  fa- 
tisfied.  Within  a  day  or  two  after  this,  his  Majefty 
removed  to  Stoke.^  and  there  calling  for  me,  told  me, 
he  feared  an  engagement  between  the  city  and  the 
Ir  2  *  army. 


148  -THE    LIFE    OF 

talked   infolently   of,  and   petitioned  rudely 

the 


army,  faying,  he  had  not  time  to  write  any  thing  un- 
der his  hand,  but  would  fend   it  to  the  general  after 
me  J  commanding  me  to  tell  commiflary-general  Ire- 
ton^  with  whom   he  had    formerly  treated  upon    the 
propofais,  that  he  would   wholly  throw  himfelf  upon 
us,  and  truft  us  for  a  fettlement  of  the  kingdom,  as 
we  had  promifed ;  faying,  if  we  proved  honeft  men, 
we  fhould  without  queftion  make  the  kingdom  happyt 
and  fave  much  fliedding  of  blood.     This  meflage  from 
his   Majefty  I  delivered,  to  commiflary-general  heton, 
2iX  Colthroohe,  who  feemed  to  receive  it  with  joy,  fay- 
ing, that  we  fhould  be   the  verieft  knaves  that  ever 
lived,  if  in  every  thing  we  made  not  good  whatever 
we  had  promifed,  becaufe  the  King,  by  his   not  de- 
claring againft  us,  had  given  us  great  advantage  againft 
our  adverfaries.     After  our  marching  through  Londcn 
with   the  army,  his  Majefty  being  at  Hampton-Court ^ 
lieutenant-general    Cromwell    and   commiflary-general 
Irdon  fent  the  King  word  feveral  times,  that  the  rea- 
fon  why  they  made  no  more  hafte  in  his  bufinefs  was, 
becaufe  the  party,  which   did  then    fit  in  the  houfe, 
(while  PelhaTfi  was  fpeaker)  did  much  obftrudt  the  bu- 
finefs, fo  that  they  could  not  carry  it  on  at  prefent ; 
the  lieutenant-general  often  faying,  really  they  fhould 
be  pulled  out  by  the  ears  ;  and  to  that  purpofe  caufcd 
a  regiment  of  hoife  to  rendezvous  at  Hyde-Pork,  to 
put  that  in  execution  (as  he  himfelf  exprefTed)  had  it 
not  been  carried  by  vote  in    the  houfe  that  day  as  he 
defired.     The  day  before,  the  parliament  voted  once 
more  the  fending  of  the  propofitions  of  both  kingdoms 
to  the  King,  by  the  commiflioners  of  each  kingdom 
2ii  Hanip  on-CoU't;  commifTary-general  Iret:n  bade  me 
tell  the  King,  that  fuch    a  thing  was  to  be  done  to- 
morrow  in  the  houfe,  but   his  Majefty  need  not  be 
troubled    at  it,   for  that  they  intended  it  to  no  other 
end  but   to   make  good  fome  promifes  of  the  parlia- 
ment, which  the  nation  oi  Scotland  expedled  perform- 

*  ancc 
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the  two  houfesj  prefcribed  to  them  the  terms 


on 


ance  of.  And  that  it  was  not  e'xpctTled  or  dcfired,  his 
Majefty  fhould  cither  fign  them,  or  treat  upon  them, 
for  which  there  fhould  be  no  advantage  taken  a- 
gainrt  the  King.  Upon  the  delivery  of"  vhich  mef- 
fage,  his  Majefty  replyed,  he  knew  not  what  anfwer 
to  give  to  pleafe  all  without  a  treaty.  Next  day  after 
this  vote  pafled,  the  lieutenant-general  afking  me 
thereupon,  if  the  King  did  not  wonder  at  thefe  votes, 
1  told  him  no  ;  for  that  commifTary-general  Ireton  had 
fent  fuch  a  mefl'age  by  me  the  day  before  the  vote  pafled, 
to  fignify  the  reafon  of  it.  The. lieutenant-general  re- 
plied, that  really  it  was  the  truth,  and  that  we  (fpeak- 
ing  of  the  parliament)  intended  nothing  elfe  by  it, 
but  to  fatisfy  the  Scott.,  which  otherwifc  might  be 
troublefome.  And  the  lieutenant-general,  and  com- 
mifTary-general enquiring  after  his  Majefties  anfwer 
to  the  propofitions,  and  what  it  would  be,  it  was 
fhewed  them  both  privately  in  a  garden-houfe  at  Pui- 
my,  and  in  fome  parrs  amended  to  their  own  minds. 
But  before  this,  the  King  doubting  what  anfwer  to 
give,  fent  me  to  lieutenant-general  Crcmzvc'.l,  as  un- 
fatisfied  with  the  proceedings  of  the  army,  fearing^ 
they  intended  not  to  make  good  what  they  had  pro- 
mifed,  and  the  rather  becaufe  his  Majefty  underftood 
that  lieutenant  general  C-  omivell  and  commiflary-ge- 
neral  Ireton  agreed  with  the  reft  cf  the  houfe  in  fome 
late  votes  that  oppofed  the  propofals  of  the  army. 
They  feverally  replied,  that  they  would  not  have  hi^ 
Majefty  miftruft  them,  for  that  iince  the  houfe  would 
go  fo  high,  they  only  concurred  with  them,  that  their 
unreafonablenefs  might  the  better  appear  to  the  king- 
dom. And  the  lieutenant-general  bade  mc  further 
aflure  the  King,  that  if  the  army  remained  an  army, 
his  Majefty  fliould  truft  the  propofals  with  what  was 
promifed  to  be  the  worft  of  his  conditions,  which 
fhould  be  made  for  him ;  and  then  ftriking  his  hand 
on  his  breaft  in  his  chamber  at  Putney.^  bade  me  tell 
L  3  *  the 
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on    which    alone,  as  they  faid,  they  would 

return 


*  the  King,  he  might  reft  confident  and  aflured  of  it. 

*  And  many  times  the  fame  meffage  hath  been  fent  to 

*  the  King  from  them  both,  with  this  addition  from 
'  commiffary- general  Ire  on.^  that  they  would  purge, 
'  and   purge,  and  never  leave    purging  the  houfes,  till 

*  tliey   had  made   them  of  fuch  a  temper,  as  ftiould  do 

*  his  Majefties   bufmefs  ;  and  rather   than   they  would 

*  fall  Ihort  of  what  was  promifed,  he  would  join  with 

*  French,  Spaniard^    cavalier,  or    any   that    would  join 

*  with  him  to  force  them  to  it.  Upon  the  delivery  of 
'  which  raeflage,  the  King  made  anfwer,  that  if  they 

*  do,  they  would  do  more  than  he  durft  do.     After  this 

*  the  delay  of  the  fettlement  of  the  kingdom   was  ex- 

*  cufed  upon  the  commotions  of  colonel  Martin  and  co- 
'  lonel  Raivfoorcughy  with  iheir    adherents ;  the  lieute- 

*  nant-general  faying,  that  fpeedy  courfe  muft  be  taken 

*  for  outing  of  them  the  houfe  and  army,  becaufe  they 

*  were  now  putting  the  army  into  a  mutiny,  by  having 

*  hand  in  publifliing  feveral  printed  papers,  calling  them- 
'  felvcs  the  agents  of  five  regiments,  and  the  agreement 

*  of  the  people,  although  fome  men  had  encouragement 
^  from  lieutenant-general  Crsmufll  for  the  profecution  of 

*  thofe  papers. 

*  And   he  being  further  prefl  to  fhew  himfelf  in  it, 

*  he  defired  to  be  excufed   at  the  prefent,  for  that  he 

*  mi^ht  (hew  himfelf  hereafter  for  their  better  advan- 

*  tagej  though  in  .the  company  of  thofe  men,  which 
'  were  of  different    judgments,    he   would   often   fay, 

*  that  thefe  people  were  a  giddy-headed  party,  and  that 

*  there  was  no  truft  or  truth  in  them  ;  and  to  that  purpofe 
'  wrote  a  letter  to  col.  IVbaley  that  day  the  King  went 

*  from  Han.pton-Court,    intimating  doubtfully  that  his 

*  Majefljes  perfon  was  in  danger  from  them,  and  that  he 

*  fhould  keep  out  guard  to  prevent  them  j  which  letter 
f  was  prcfently   fhewed   to   the  King  by  col.  IVhaley. 

*  That  about  fix  days  after,  when  it  was  fully  known  by 

*  the  parliament  and  army,  that  the  King  was  in  the 

♦  iflp 
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return    into  private  life,  and  live  as  citizens 

and 


ifle  of  JVight,  commifrary- general  Ireton  ftanding  by 
the  fire-fide  in  his  quarters  at  Kingjion,  and  fome  fpeak- 
ing  of  an  agreement  jikely  to  be  made  between  the 
King  and   parliament,  now  the  perfon  of  the  King 
was  our-<»f  the  power  of  the  army  ;  commifl!ary-ge- 
neral  Ireton  replied  with  a  difcontented  countenance, 
that  he  hoped   it  would  be  fuch  a  peace  as  we  might 
with  a  good  confcience  fight  againft  them  both.     Thus 
they,  who  at  the  firft  taking  the  King  from  Holdenby 
into  the  power  of  the  army,  cried  down  prefbyterian 
government,    the  proceedings  of  this   prefent  parlia- 
ment, and  their   perpetuity,  and  inftead  thereof  held 
forth  an  earned  inclination  to  a  moderated  epifcopacy, 
with   a    new  election  of   members    to  fit   in   parlia- 
ment for  the  fpeedy  fettlement  of  the  kingdom  ;  and 
afterwards  when  the  eleven  members  had  left  the  houfe, 
and  the  marching  through  London  with  the  army,  the 
feven  lords  impeached,  the  four  aldermen   of  London 
committed  to  the  Tl-xf^r,   and  other  citizens  committed 
alfo,  then    again   they  cried  up   prefbyterian  govern- 
ment, the  perpetuity  of  this  prefent  parliament,  lieu- 
tenant general  Cromwell  farther  pleafing   himfelf  with 
the  great  fums  of  money,  which  were  in  arrears  from 
each  county  to  the  army,  and  the  taxes  of  60,000  /. 
per  month  for  our  maintenance.     Now,  faith  he,  we 
may  be,  for  ought  I  know,  an  army  as  long  as  we  live. 
And  fince  the  fending  for  the  orders  of  parliament  for 
the  calling  of  their  members  together,  lieutenant-ge- 
neral Cromwell  perceiving  the  houfes  would  not  an- 
fwer  his  expedation,  he  is  now  again  uttering  words 
perfwading    the   hearers   to  a  prejudice   againfl   pro- 
ceedings of  parliament,  again  crying  down  the  pref- 
byterian government,  fetting  up  a  fingle  interefl,  which 
he   calls  an  honeft  interefl,   and  that  we  have  done  ill 
in  forfaking  it.     To  this  purpofe  it  was  lately  thought 
fit,  to  put  the  army  upon  chufing  new  agitators,   and 
to  draw  forth  of  the  houfes  of  parliament  60  or  70 
L  4  'of 
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and  fubjcifls;  and  even  compelled  the  par- 
liament,- by   whofe  authority  they   had  been 

raifed, 

*  of  the  mtmbcrs  thereof,  much  agreeing  with  his  words 

*  he  fpake  formery  in  his  chamber  at  King:t!/n,  faying, 
'  What   a  fway  St/}pe.ion  and  Holies  had   heretofore  in 

*  the  kingdom,  and  he  knew  nothing  to  the  contrary, 
'  but  that  he  was  as  well  ab'e  to  govern  ihe  kingdom 
'  as  either  of  them  ;  fo  that,    in  all   his  difcourje,  no- 

*  thing  more  appeareth,  than  his  feeking  after  the  go- 
'  vernment  of  King,  parhament,  city  and  kingdom. 
'  For  efFecling  whereof  he    thought  it  neceflary,    and 

*  dehvered  it  as  hi«.  j  dgment,  that  a  confiderable  part 

*  of  the  chief  citizens  of  Lor^dony  and   fome  in  every 

*  county,  be  clapt  up  in  caflies  and  garrifons,  for  the 
'  more  quiet  and    fubmiflive  carriage  of  every  place  to 

*  wh:ch   they  belong :  further   faying.  That,  from  the 

*  r.fing  of  the  late  tumult  in  Lddon^  there  {hould  be  an 
'  occilion  taken   to  hang  the  recorder  and   aldermen  of 

*  London^  then  in  the  "iewir^  that  the  city  might  fee 
'  the  more  they  did    ftir  in    oppohtion,  the  more  they 

*  Ihould  fufter  ;  iadding,  that  the  city  muft  firft  be  made 

*  an  examp'e.     Ar.d,  llnce  that  lieutenant-general  Crom- 

*  ueli.  was  fent  down  from  the  parliament,    for  the  re- 

*  ducing  the  army  to  their  obedience,  he  hath  moft  fre- 

*  quently,  in  pyblick  and  private,  delivered   thefe  en- 

*  fuing  heads,    as  his  principles,  from  whence  all  the 

*  foiegoing  particulars  have  enfued,  being  fully  con- 
'  firmed  (as  1  hun)bly  conceive)  by  his  practice  in  the 

*  tranfaction  of  his  laft  year's  buHnefs. 

*  I.  Firft,  that  every  fingle  man  Is  judge  of  juft  and 
'  ^ight,  as  to  the  good  and  ill  of  a  kingdom. 

'  2.  That  the  intercft  of  honefl  men  is  the  intereft 
'  of  the  kingdom  j  and  that  thofe  only  are  deemed  ho- 

*  neft  men   by  him,  that  are  conformable  to  his  judg- 

*  mem  and  pradlice,  may  appear  in  many  particulars  ; 
'  to  inftance  but  one,  in  the  choice  of  colonel  Rainf- 

*  bnugh  to  be  vice-admiral,  lieutenant-general  Crcm- 

«  well 
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railed,    in  whofe   name   they   had   fought, 

and 


well  being  asked  how  he  could  truft  a  man,  whofe  \n- 
tereft  was  fodiredlly  oppofite  to  what  he  had  profefled, 
and  one  whom  he  had  lately  aimed  to  remove  from 
all  places  of  truft  ?  he  anfwcrcd,  that  he  had  now  re- 
ceived particular  aflurance  from  colonel  Rain/borough, 
as  great  as  could  be  given  by  man,  that  he  would  be 
conformable  to  the  judgment  and  diredlion  of  himfdf 
and  commiflary-general  Iretoriy  for  the  managing  of 
the  whole  bufmefs  at  fea. 

*  3.  That  it  is  lawful  to  pafs  through  any  forms  of 
government  for  the  accomplifhing  his  ends;  and  there- 
fore either  to  purge  the  houfes,  and  fupport  the  re- 
maining party,  by  force  everlaftingly,  or  to  put  a  pe- 
riod to  them  by  force,  is  very  lawful  and  fuitable  to 
the  intereft  of  honeftmen. 

'  4.  That  it  is  lawful  to  play  the  knave  with  a 
knave. 

'  Thefe  gentlemen  aforefaid  in  the  army,  thus  princi- 
pled, and  (as  by  many  other  circumftances  might  ap- 
pear) acting  accordingly,  give  too  much  caufe  to  be- 
lieve, that  the  fuccefs  which  may  be  obtained  by  the 
army  (except  timely  prevented  by  the  wifdom  of  the 
parliament)  will  be  made  ufe  of  to  the  deftroying  of 
all  that  power,  for  which  we  firft  engaged;  and  hav- 
ing, for  above  thefe  twelve  months  paft  (fadly  and 
with  much  reluctance)  obferved  thefe  feveral  paflages 
'  aforefaid,  yet  with  fome  hopes,  that  at  length  there 

•  might  be  a  returning  to  the  obedience  of  parliament ; 
'  and,  contrary  hereunto,  knowing  that  refolutions  were 

•  taken  up,  that,  in  cafe  the  power  of  parliament  can- 
'  not  be  gained  to  countenance  their  defigns,  then  to 
'  proceed  without  it:  I,  therefore,  choofe  to  quit  my- 
'  felf  of  my  command,  wherein  I  have  ferved  the  par- 
'  liament  thefe  five  years  laft  paft,  and  put  myfelf  upon 
'  the  greateft  hazard  by  difcovering  thefe  truths,  rather 
'  than,  by  hopes  of  gain,  with  a  troubled  mind,  con- 

*  tinuc 
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and  by  whom  they  had  been  paid,  to  crafe 


out 


«  tinue  an    abettor  or  afliftant  of  fuch   as  give  affronts 

*  to  the  parliament  and  kingdom,  byabufing  their  power 
'  and   authority,  to  carry  on   their  particular   defigns, 

*  againft  whom,  in  the  midft  of  danger,  I  {ball  ever 
'  aver  the  truth  of  this  narrative,  and  myfelf  to  be  a 

lol'^r^^'r'  '  conftant,  faithful  and   obedient  fervant  to  the  parlia- 
5^.'    '         *  ment  of  England  [q). 

'  Rob.  Huntington.' 
Jug.  2,  1 6+8. 

This  paper  fully  manifefts  the  principles  and  the  am- 
bition of  Cromwell-,  and  is  written  with  fuch  a  fpirit  and 
(r)    Memo-  gjj-  ^f  truth,  as  flrongly  inclines  one  to  believe  it.     Mr. 
«27.'  ^'        I'i^itlock   tells  us,  it  was  confirmed  by  Huntington^    on 
oath,  in  the  houfe  of  lords  (r),  though  no  mention  is  at 
all  made  of  it  in  the  Journals  of  the  houfe  of  commons. 
This   may  probably  be  accounted  for  by  the  following 
'  paflases  in  one  of  the  weekly  writers  of  that  time.     '  He 
'  [Hun'ingtoni  endeavoured  likewife  to  prefent  it  to  the 

*  commons,  but  (fuch  is  the  terror  of  that  huge  trifle, 
'  or  idol  of  the  fadtion)  that  none  would  be  feen  to 
'  move   in  the  houfe;    which  being   perceived  by  the 

*  major,  he  made  bold  to  prefent  it  to   Mr.  Speaker's 

*  own  felf,  who,  being  a  new  creature  of  Oliver  s,  of 

*  about  a  twelvemonth's  Handing,  durftnot  countenance 

*  fuch  a  piece  of  blafphemy  againft  his  creator  ;  fo  that, 

*  at  length,  the  major  went  and  tendered  it  to  Mr.  Ber- 
(i)  Mercu-  «  kit,  the  ferjeant  at  arms :  but  he,  being  of  the  fame 
nus  Prag-  «  temper  with  his  good  mafters,  told  him,  he  had  no- 
Aug.  1—3,  *  thing  to  fay  to  it  (i).'  This  is  remarkable.  Mr. 
?643.          Ludl.w,  perhaps,  will  give  us  the  reafon  of  it.     '  Thefe 

*  affairs  (the  infurreftion  in  Wales,  and  the  motions  in 

*  Scotland  in  behalf  of  the  King)  neceflitated  the  par- 
'  1  lament  to  raife  the  militia,  in  order  to  oppofe  this  ma- 

*  levolent  fpirit  which  threatened  them  from  the  north, 

*  and  alfo  prevailed  with  them  to  difcountenance  a  charge 

'  of 
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out  of  their  Journals  what  was  difpleafing 

'  of  high  treafon  framed  by  major  Huntington,  an  officer 
'  of  the  army,  with  the    advice   of  fome  members  of 

*  both  houfes,  againft  lieutenant-general  Cromwell^  for 

*  endeavouring,  by  betraying  the  King,  parliament  and 

*  army,  to  advance  himfelfj  it  being  manifeft,  that  the 

*  preferring  this    accufation   at   that  time,  was  princi- 

'  pally  dellgned  to  take  him  off  from  his  command,  (''  ^o'-  >♦ 

*  and  thereby  to  weaken   the  army,  that  their  enemies  ^'  ^^^' 

*  might  be  the  better  enabled  to  prevail  againft  them  (/).' 
It  poflibly,  alfo,  was  not  deemed  fafe  to  countenance  an 
accufation  of  this  kind  againft  the  mafter  of  legions. 
However,  in  juftice  to  the  chara<Sler  of  Cromvoell^  'tis 
fit  the  reader  Ihould  be  informed,  "that  Milton  declares 
the  whole  accufation  was  owing  to  the  hatred  and  ma- 
lice of  the  presbyterian  fa£tion.  Hear  his  words.     'Dum 

*  is  communem    hoftem  cum  vitae  difcrimine  propulfat 

*  hi  [Presbyteriani]  militantem  pro  fcfe  &  in  acie  forti- 

*  tor  dimicantem    confidis  criminibus   accufant  domi ; 

*  &  Hunt'tngtonum  centurionem  q-jendam  in  ejus  caput 
'  fubornant. Huntingtonus  autem  ille  accufator,  im- 

*  punis  &  fui  juris  relidus,  tandem   paenitentia  ductus,  i^^^j^'j"*^^] 

*  ipfe  fua  fponte  a  Cromuello  veniam   petiit,   &  a  quibusii.  p.  398. 

*  efTct   fubornatus    ultro  faflus    eft  (//).'     /.  e.  '  Whiift 

*  he  ftaves  ofF  the  enemy  at  the  peril  of  his  life,  thefe 
'  [the  Presbyterians]  accufe  him,    fighting  bravely  for 

*  them,  and  amidft  the  very  encounter  itfclf,  of  feigned 

*  crimes,  and  fuborn   one  major  Huntington  againft   his 

*  head. And   that  accufer    Huntington,    unpuniftied 

*  and  left  to  his  own  liberty,  at  length,   ftruck  with  re- 

*  morfe,  came  of  himfelf,  and  befought  Croniwe.'l's  par- 
'  don,  and  freely  confelled  by  whom  he  had   been  fub- 

*  orned.' 1  fhall  conclude  this  note  with  obferving, 

that  Mr.  IVood  informs  us,  that  *  major //w«aK^/««  hated  Athens'*  * 

*  0//-y^r  for  his  diabolical  proceedings,  and  was  hated  by  Oxonienfes, 

*  him  again   fo  much,  that  he  imprifoned   him  feveraP°'- "• 

*  times  {xy     This  looks  not  as  if  be  had  asked  pardon,*^'  *'^'*' 
and  confeifed  his  fault, 

XQ 
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to  them  (bb),  or  contrary  to  their  humours. 

This 


(bb)  The  foldiery,  injl'igaled  By  Cromwell,  refufed  to 
d'i>bunJ^  &C.J  A  good  part  of  the  proofs  of  this  may 
be  found  in  the  foregoing  note.  But,  as  the  teftimony 
of  an   adverfary   may    not  be   fo  fatisfa£tory,    we  will*- 

give  fuch  farther  evidence  as  is  unqueftionable. 'Tis 

well  known,  that,  after  the  decline  of  the  King's  affairs, 
through  the  valour  and  condu£l  of  the  new  modelled  ar- 
my,  he  departed  from  Oxford  in  difguife,  and  threw 
himfclf  into  the  hands  of  the  ScqU<,  then  laying  fiege  to 
Newark.  'Tis  not  unlikely  his  Majefty  thought  that 
they  would  have  afforded  him  both  proteclion  and  affift- 
ance,  as  he  well  knew  great  debates  had  arifen  be- 
tween them  and  the  Englijh  parliament,  and  that  there 
was  no  love  towards  each  other  fubfifling.  In  truth  nei- 
their  feem  to  have  had  any  great  caufe  to  be  fatisfied. 
However,  the  King  foon  found  himfelf  miftaken. 
Thoujrh  the  Scots  treated  him  with  ^reat  outward  re- 
fpe6t,  and  fpake  him  fair,  yet  they  intended  not  to  joia 
his  party,  or  attempt  to  relto/e  him  to  his  former  great- 
nefs,    in  oppohtion  to  the  EngUjhy  in  whofe    pay,    as 

well   as   alliance  they   were. They,  therefore,  per- 

fuaded  his  Majefty  to  relinquifh  the  few  remaining  gar- 
rifons  he  had  left,  which,  accordingly,  he  did,  and  to 
enter  into  a  negociation  for  peace  with  his  kingdoms. 
In  a  petition  of  the  Earl  of  Leveriy  lord-general,  the 
general  officers,  colonels,  captains,  isc.  of  the  Sects  ar- 
my, prefented  to  his  Majefty  at  NewcaJlU^  dated  'June 
ib^   1646,   we  have  the   following  palFages :  '  We  do 

*  make  it  our  humble  addrefs,  and  lender  thi>  earnefl: 
'  petition   to  your  Majefly   in    our  name,  and  in  the 

*  name  of  all  the  inferior  comnianders  and  foldiers  un- 

*  dcr  our  charge,  that  your  Majefty,  in  your  wifdom 

*  and  goodnefs,  may  be  pleafed  to  take  a  ipeedy  courfc 
'  for  fettling  of  religion  and  church  government  in  this 
'  kingdom,  according  to  the  word  of  God,  and  exam- 
'  pies  of  the  beft  reformed  churches,  and  bringing  the 

*  churches  of  the  three  kingdoms  to  the  neareft  con- 

'  jundlioa 
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This  was  but   the  beginningj    however,  of 

that 


*  jun6lion  and  uniformity,  and  for  eftabllfhing  the  pri- 

*  vileges  and  liberties  of  your  kingdoms  according  to 
'  the  defires  of  your  good  people.  We  may  not  con- 
'  ceal  our  unfeigned  grief,  for  that  your   Majefty  hath 

*  not  yet  been  pleafed  to  authorife  and  fign  the  cove- 
'  nant,  which,   we  are  confident,  would   bring  honour 

*  to  God,  happinefs  to  yourfelf  and  pofterity,  and  en- 
'  dear  your  Majefty,  above  meafurc,  to  all  your  faith- 
'  ful  and  loyal  fubje<5ts  ;  in  the  juft  defence  whereof,  as 

*  many  of  them  have  already  loft  their  lives,  fo  are  we 

*  Veady  to  facrifice  ours.     We  muit  alfo  pray  your  Ma- 

*  jefty  to  compaflionate  the  diftrelTed  condition  of  your 

*  kingdoms,  groaning  under  the  heavy  prefl'ures  of  ma- 

*  nifold  calamities,  occafioned  by  the  continuance  of 
'  this  unnatural  war  ;  and  to  comply  with  the  councils 

*  of  your  parliaments  ;  that  all  differences  being  hap- 

*  pily  compofed,  and  the  armies  in  both  kingdoms  dif- 

*  banded,  we  may  return  home  in  peace,  or  be  dif- 
'  pofed  of  otherwife  by  your  Majefty,  with  the  advice 

*  of  your  parliaments,    which  may  be  moft  for  your 

'   Majefty's  honour  and   fervice,  and  the   profperity  of(^)P"^"'7  . 

*  theic  kingdoms  (_)<).'     This   addrefs,  which  feems  to^^"  "^j_' 
have  been  very   conformable  to  the  fentiments  of  the  xv.  p.  13, 
then  ruling  party  in  Scotland,  one  would  think  muft  have 
undeceived  Charles  with  regard  to  his  hopes  from  this 
army.     For  the  covenant,    and    compliance   with  the 
councils  of  parliaments,  were  grating  founds  in  his  ears, 

and  announced   the  uttcrers  far  from  friends. What 

followed  is  well  known.  Propofitions  were  fent  to  the 
King  from  both  houfes  of  parliament  to  AVwr^/^  ;  long 
debates  were  carried  on  between  him  and  Mr.  Henderjon 
concerning  church  government,  and  things  ftill  remain- 
ed as  they  were.  At  length  the  controverfies  between 
England  and  Scotland  were  concluded  by  articles  of  agree- 
ment ;  whereby,  on  the  payment  of  two  hundred  thou- 
fand  pounds  in  hand,  and  a  promife  of  the  fame  fum 
hereafter,  the  Sects  confented  to  quit  all  the  places  of 

ftrength 
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that  authority   which    they    foon    after   ac- 
'  quired 

ftrength  held  by  them  in  England,  and  return  to   their 

own  country.     No  mention  is  made   in  thefe    articles 

concerning  the  King's  perfon  ;  but  the   commiflioners 

of  both  nations  underllood  the  intentions  of  their  prin- 

(«)  Burners  cipals,  and  therefore,  *  on   the  delivery  cf  the   arrears 

Hamilton  "  '  ^°^  ^^^  payment  of  the  army,  the  Scotti/h  army  with- 

p.  312.        '  drew,  and  left  the  King  in   the  hands  of  the  Englijby 

Jolio  iS-jj.  t  vvho  prefently  fend  him  to  Holmby  (z),' 

All  things  now  feemed  favourable  to  the  parliament 
of  England.  Every  foe  was  fubdued  at  home,  and  the 
King  himftlf  a  captive.  Now,  therefore,  was  the  tihie 
for  eafmg  the  kingdom  from  the  heavy  oppreffions, 
which,  for  more  than  four  years,  it  had  groaned  under, 
as  well  as  to  eftablifh  peace  on  lafting  foundations. 
As  the  army  had  been  raifed  and  maintained  at  a  vaft 
expence,  nothing  was  more  natural  or  reafonable  than 
to  think,  as  foon  as  might  be,  of  reducing  it.  Accord- 
ingly, February  19,  1646,  O.  S.  the  queftion  being  put 
in  the  houfe  of  commons,  *  whether  there  fhould  be  a 

*  number  of  foot  kept  up   at  the  pay  of  the  kingdom, 

*  more  than  what  will  be   fufficient  for  the  keeping  of 

*  fuch  garrifons  as  fhall  be  continued  ;'  it  pafled  in  the 
(«i  Journal,  negative  by  a  majority  of  ten  {a).     On  the  23d  of  the 

fame  month,  the  houfe  proceeded  to- the  confideration 
of  the  bufinefs  concerning  the  garrifons,  and  on  that, 
and  many  days  afterwards,  ordered  that  no  garrifon 
ihould  be  kept  in  fome  places  ;  that  the  works  of  others 
Ihould  be  flighted,  and  fome  of  the  moft  important 
continued,  vtx.  Plymouth,  Exeter  ca/lle,  Poole,  Wey^ 
mouth,  Pcrtlandy  Hull,  Scarborouph-caJHe,  Liver poole, 
Nezvca/lle,  and  fome  others,  deemed,  as  I  fuppofe,  at 
that  time,  of  importance. 

On  the  25th  of  March  followinB-,  feme  officers  of 
the  army  petitioned  the  houfe  of  lords,  and,  befides  re- 
quefting  the  payment  of  their  arrears,  and  an  a6t  of  in- 
demnity, which  they  undoubtedly  had  a  right  to,  they 
defired  an  *  opportune  and  timely  anfwer'  to  their  re- 
6  quefts. 
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quired  and  brought  to  an  height  unknown 


to 


quefts,  *  that  the  public  worfliip  of  God  may  be  fpeadily  fct- 

*  tied  according  to  the  word  of  Gcd  and  the  examples  of 
'  the  bell  reformed  churches.  That  the  fubjecl  may  have 
'  the  benefit  of  Magna  Charta^  and  the  petition  of  right, 
'  fo  far  forth  as  may  comport  with  the  neceflities  of  the 

*  kingdom.     That  all  committees  in  the  feveral  coun- 

*  ties  may  be  removed ;  and  that  the  treafurers  and  fe- 

*  queftrators  of  the  faid   counties  may  be  called   to  a 

*  fpeedy  and  ftridl  account,    for  the   better  fatisfadlion 

*  and  eafe  of  the  kingdom  :'  Together  with  many 
other  things  relative  to  themfelves  as  officers,  declaring, 
at  the  fame  time,  that  fome  of  them  had  already  en- 
gaged themfelves  for  Ireland^  and  that  the  reft  were  rea- 
dy to  contribute  their  beft  affiftance  thereunto.  Where- 
upon the  officers,  who  fubfcribed  the  petition,  were 
called  in,  and   had  for   anfwer,  *  That  the  houfe  gave 

*  them  thanks  for  their  good  afFe6lions  to  them,  and 
'  their  fervices  to  the  kingdom  and   parliament;    and 

*  that  they  take  it  well  concerning  their  offer  for  Ire- 

*  land:  and,  as  to  their  arrears,  their  lordfliips  will  do 

*  their  parts,  and  will  take  their  petition  into  confide- 

*  ration.'  The  fame  day  a  copy  of  this  petition  was 
prefented  to  the  houfe  of  commons  by  the  fame  officers, 
to  whom  the  houfe  fent  out  four  of  their  members  with 
the  following  anfwer  :  *  That,  as  to   their  arrears,  the 

*  houfe  had  and   would  take  them   into  confideration, 

*  with  others,  in  fuch  manner  as  they  Ihould  think  lit, 

*  as  well  as  their  deflres  of  employment.     That,  as  to 

*  the  reft  of  the  petition,  about  the  management  of  pub-       ' 

*  lie  affairs,  it  did  not  concern  any  perlons  to  give  in- 
'  ftru6lions  to  the  houfes  therein  ;    yet,  in  confidera- 

*  tion  the  petitioners  were  men  that  had  done  fervice  to 

*  the   parliament,   and,  in   regard   of  their  profeffions, 

*  and  that  they  might  have  done  this  merely  out  of  in-  (^)  Partia- 

*  advertency,  they  were   willing  to  pafs  it  by(^).'     I  ^f"^"^ 
have  given  this   anfwer  on  the  authority  of  the  P^rlia-  xv.  "pf'^o* 
Jnentary  Hiftory,  not  being  able  to  find  it  in  the  Jour- 
nals 


,6o  THELIFEOF 

to  the  Englifi  nation. Not  content  with 

the 


nals  of  the  houfe  of  commons.  However,  certain  it  is, 
that  houfe  was  greatly  alarmed  at  fome  petitions  which 
were  then  fet  on  foot  among  the  officers  of  the  army : 
for,  on  the  27th  of  March  1647,  it  was  refolved,  that 
a  letter  be  written  to  Sir  Th.mas  Fairfax^  general,  to 
acquaint  him,  that  this  houfe  hath  been  informed,  that 
a  petition  is  carrying  on  in  the  army :  that  he  would 
take  fome  courfe,  by  the  beft  means  he  can,  to  make 
a  ftop  of  it ;  and   that  a  copy  of  the  petition,  delivered 

(f)  Journal,  into  this  houfe  this  day,  be  fent  to  the  general  {c). 
And,  on  the  29th  of  the  fame  month,  a  letter,  diredled 
to  colonel  RrJJiter,  of  28"  Martii,  at  noon,  figned  H. 
with  a  paper  inclofed,  ftiled,  '  the  heads  of  a  petition,' 
endeavoured  to  be  obtruded,  as  the  fenfe  of  the  army, 
delivered  in  to  colonel  RoJJiter,  was  this  day  read.  Re- 
folved, i^fc.  That  thanks  be  given  to  colonel  Roffiter 
and  colonel  Harley,  for  thefe  timely  informations.  It, 
was,  moreover,  refolved.  That  the  general  (hould  be 
defired  to  give  order,  that  feveral  officers  [fuppofed  to 
he  concerned  in  the  framing  and  figning  the  petition] 
do  attend  the  houfe,  and  that  the  committee  appointed 
for  this  affair  fhould  have  power  to  examine  commif- 
fary-general  Ireton.  And  a  declaration  appointed,  pre- 
pared and  brought  in,  with  regard  to  the  army,  was 
row  reported  by  Mr.  Hdles,  who  had  always  appeared 
with  great. zeal  againft  the  army  party  in  the  houfe. 
This  declaration  does  not  appear  in  the  Journals,  it  be- 
ing expunged  yune  3,   1647,  ^^  ^^^  defire  or    demand 

of  the  army. The  petition,  referred  to  in  thefe  votes, 

contained    a  requeft:   for    indemnity  before   disbanding ; 

^  that   fatisfaflion  alfo  be  given  them   for  their  arrears  ; 

that  they  might  not  be  compelled,  by  prefs  or  otherwife, 
to  ferve  out  of  the  kingdom  ;  that  they  might  have  fa- 
tiifac'tion  lor  the  lofles  they  had  fuftained  by  adhering 
to  the  parliament,  and  a  prefent  fupply  of  money. 
'I'hefe  were  bold  demands,  and  fufficient  to  roufe  the 
attention  and  refentment  of  parliament,   who  ordered 

the 
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the  concefTions  made  them   by  both  hoiifes, 

they 

the  following  declaration  (the  fame  which  was  InfertecJ^ 
but  is  now  expunged  in  the  Journals)  to  be  printed  and 
publiihed,  and  a  number  of  copies  thereof  fent  down 
in  a  letter  to  Sir  Tho/nas  Fairfax.     *  The  two  houfes  of 

*  parliament  having;   received   information  of  a  danger- 

*  ous  petition,  with  a  reprefentation  annexed,  tending 
'■  to  put  the  army  into  a  diftemper  and  mutiny,  to  put 

*  conditions  upon   the  parliament,  and  obftrUcSI:  the  re- 

*  lief  of  Irelatt^l,  which   hath  been  contrived   and  pro- 

*  moted   by  fome  pcrfons  in   the  army  j  they  do  declare 

*  their  high   didike  of  that  petition,  their   approbation 

*  and  efleem  of  their  good  fervice  who  firft  difcovered 

*  it,  and  of  fuch  officers  and  foldiers  as  have  refufed  to 

*  join  in   it ;  and   that,  for  fuch  as  have  been  abufed, 

*  and,  by  the  pcrfuafions  of  others,  drawn  to  fubfcribe 
'   it,  if  they   fliall,  for  the  future,    manifeft  their    dif- 

*  like  of  what  they  have  done,  by  forbearing  to  pro- 
'  ceed  any  further  therfinj  it  fhall  not  be  looked  on  as 

*  any  caufe  to  take   away  the  remembrance  and  fenfe 

*  the  hnufes  have  of  the  good  fervices  they  have  former- 

*  Iv  done,  but  thev  fhall  be  ftill  retained  in  their  good 
'  opinion,  and  fhall  be  cared  for  with  the  red  of  the 
»  army,  in  all  things  necellary  and  fitting  for  the  fatif- 

*  faction  of  perfons  tbat  have  done  {o  good  and   faith- 

*  ful  fervice,  and  as  may  be  expeiled  from  a  parliament 
'  fo  careful  to   perform  all   things  appertaining  to   ho- 

*  nour  and   jufiice  :  and,  on   the  other  fide,  it  is  de-^ 
'  dared.   That   all   thofe  who  fhall   coiitinue    in  their 

'  diltcmpered  condition,  and   go  on  in  advancing  and 

*  promoting  that  petition,    (hall  be  looked  upon,    and  (</)  p-rija- 
<  proceeded   againlt,  as  enemies  to   the  flute,  and   dif-  i^eatary 

«  turbers  of  the  public  peace  (d) .'  "'"''■!'' "°^^ 

Sir  Th'Ttiis  Fahfax  returned  an  anfwer  to  the  letter 
and  declaration,  full  of  duty  and  refpe^'t  :  but  the  fol- 
diers undertook  to  vindicate  th.ir  conduit,  notwith- 
ftanding  rhe  lords  had  voted  for  the  disbanding  of  fuch 
as  would  not  etTgage  themfelves  in  the  fervice  of  he- 

M  laud. 
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thev  had  the  infolence  to  take  the  Kino;  out 


of 


land.     This  was   done  in  a  very  bold  piece,  intitled, 

*  A  vindication  of  the  oncers   of  the  army   under  Sir 

*  Tkomai  Fairfax ','  in  which,  after  infifling,  that  they 
had  not  faid  or  done  any  thing  unreafonable,  they  tell 
the  commons,  'that  the  fenfe  of  fuch   expreflions  [as 

*  were  contained  in  the  foregoing  declaration]  was  ic^ 

*  irkfome  to  them,  who  had  ventured  whatever  they 
'  efteemed  dear  to  them  in  this  world,  for  the  prefer- 
'  vation  of  the   freedom  and   privilege   of  that   houfe, 

*  that  they  could  not   but  earneftly  imp  ore  their  juftice 

*  in  the  vindication  of  them.'  This  petition  was  figned 
by  a  very  great  number  of  officers.  After  the  reading 
this  in  the  houfe,  Jpiil -^o^  i^47>  ntajor- general  Ski^- 
pan  produced  a  letter,  prefented  to  him  the  day  before 
by  Tome  troopers  of  feveral  regiments  in  the  army,  in 
behalf  of  eight  regiments  of  horfe ;  in  which,  after 
many  high  and  infolent  expreffions,  they  declared,  *that 
'  they  would  neither  be  employed  for  the  fervice  of  /r/- 

*  lavdy  nor  fuiFer  therafelves  to  be  disbanded,  till  their 
{()  Pariia-  «  defites  wcrc  granted,  and  the  rights  and  li  erties  of 
"'^"•*'7  «  the  fubjedl  {hould  be  vindicated  and  maintained  (?)  *.' 
w.  p.  359*  ^^  fhort,  the  difputes  were  carried  on  with  great  warmth 

between  the  parliament  and  the  army.  But  the  difpu- 
tants  were  but  ill  matched.  Votes  were  overpowered  by 
arms;  eloquence  was  dumb  under  the  power  of  the 
fword.  Though  the  parliament  ordered  part  of  the 
army  to  disband,  and  others  to  go  for  Ireland  y  though 
they  promifed,  flattered  and  threatened  fuch  as  were 
indifpofed  to  obey ;  it  was  all  in  vain.  The  army  was 
as  one  body,  and  no  impreflion  w^s  to  be  made  on  it. 
Theref  re,  finding  contefting  with  it  was  to  no  purpofe, 
efpecially  after  the  felzing  the  King,  by  Joyce^  zx.Hol' 
denby^  the  houfe   of  commons,   on   the    15th  of  'JujUy 

*  A  If  ttn- rf  almoft  the  very  faicc  words,  direSed  to  liectenant-gene- 
ral  Cromwell,  was  by  hini  dejvereiJ  :o  Air.  Speaker.  It  was  informed, 
the  like  was  (ieJivercJ  to  the  Cenerid.     Joorna),  April  jo,  16:^7. 

re- 
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of  the  hands    of  the  parliament's   commif- 

lioners 


refolved,  That  the  officers  of  this  army,  not  in  com- 
miffion,  fliall  have  their  full  pay,  upon  their  difband- 
ing  or  engaging  far  Ireland^  deducting  for  free  quarters 
according  to  the  courfe  and  rule  of  the  army:  that 
loooo/.  be  allowed  to  the  reduced  officers  r  that  the 
common  foldiers  (hould  have  their  full  pay,  on  the  foot- 
ing of  the  officers:  that  commiffion-officcrs  fhould  have 
a  month's  additional  pay  on  their  difbanding  :  that  the 
declaration  of  both  houfes,  on  the  50th  of  March  laft, 
be  ex,  unged.  This  laft  vote  was  a  bitter  pill  *,  and 
met  (as  might  be  expe(5lcd,  where  there  was  a  fenfe  of 
honour,  or  any  tolerable  (hare  of  (pirit  remaining)  with 
confiderable  oppofition,  both  in  the  houfe  of  lords  and 
commons.  In  both  it  was  debated,  but  carried  in  the 
affirmative  by   a  majority.     *  Here,  fays  JVhitlock^  the 

*  parliament  began    to  furrender  themfejves  and   their 

*  power  into  the  hands  of  their  own  army  (/}.'     Such  CO  P.  25='' 
were   the    beginnings  of  the  quarrel  between  the  civil 

and  military  powers.  Cron;'UjeU\  name  does  not  appear 
in  any  of  thefe  proceedings  hitherto.  But  the  writers, 
who  lived  in  thofe  times,  agree,  that  he  was  looked  on 
to  be  at  the  bottom  of  them.     '  Others  were  not  want- 

*  ing,    fays  Ludlow^  who  rerolved   the  fecuring  lieute- 

*  nunt-general  Crcmwell^  fufpcding  that  he  had,  unuer- 

•  This  will  appear  from  the  ordinance  for  therepealof  the  declaration, 
■\vhich  runs  thus  in  the  Journal: '  Whereas  the  lords  and   common* 

*  did,  by  a  d^ilaration  of  the  30th   of  March   laft,    dechu'c  their   fenfe 

*  upon    a  petition,     with  the   reprefentaaon    thereunto    annexed  s     and 

*  whereas   they  have  been  fince  informed,  that  the  petitioners  inteildeci 

*  not  thereby  to  give  any  oft'cnce  to  the  parlian:en',  or  any  way  to  re- 
'  flecl  upon,    or   IclTen  tlieir  authority  :    and  caHir.g  to   mind   the  great 

*  and  eminent  fervicc  done  by  the  army  to  the  parliament  and  kingdom  s 
'  the  lords  and  commons,  beinp  tender  of  the  honour  of  the  faid  army, 

*  have  thought  fit  to  ordain  and  declare,   and  be  it  declnred  and  ordained, 

*  by  the  faid  lords  and  commons,    in  the  parliament  of  Englar.d  aHembied/ 

*  and  by  the  authority  cf  the  fame,  that  the  faid  former  declaration,  of 
'  the  -oth  of  March,  be  rafed  and  expunged  tjut  of  the  Records  and 
'  bucks  of  the  faid  houfcs ;  and  wliuiiy  t:.ken  away,  and  made  void  :  and 
'  that  no  m'.'mber  of  the  faid  army  ihail  receive  any  damage,  prejudice  oi 
'  rejTojch,    for  any  thing  in  the  faid  former  dtclaration.' 

M  1  *  hand, 
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lioners  at  Holdejibyy  to  whom  he  had   been 

de- 


*  hand,  given  conntenance  to  tliis  defign  ;  but,  he  be- 

*  ing  advertiled  of  it,  went  that   afternoon  towards  the 

*  ai  my,  fo  that  they  mifTcd  of  hrm,  and  were  not  wil- 
^190.         *  ''"g   ^o   fhvW    their    teeth    fince    they   could    do   no 

'  more  [g).'     HolLs   chafj^es   him  with   the  fame  fault, 

and  fpealcs  likewife  of  his  going  down  to  the  army,  on 

(^)  See  the  his  being  fufpedted  by  the  houfe,  and  joining  in  the  fub- 

fro"m  Holies  ^"^^'P^'on   oi  a    rebellious   letter  {h).      Lord    Clarendon^ 

ionotc  (u).  peaking  of  thcfe  matters,  fays,  '- CromweU  hitherto  car- 

*  ried  hirnfeif  with  that  rare  diffimulation  (in  which, 
'  fure,  he   was  a  very  great  marter)  that  he  feemed  ex- 

*  ceedingly  incenfed  againft  this  infolcnce  of  the  fol- 
'  diers;  was  ftill  in  the  houfe  of  commons  when  any 

*  fuch  addreffes  was  made  ;  and    inveighed   bitterly  a- 

*  gainft  the  prefumption,  and  had  been  the  caufe  of  the 
'  commitment,    of  (ome  of  the  officers.     He  propofed 

*  that  the  general  might  be  fent  down  to  the  army, 
'  who,  he  faid,  would  conjure  down  this  mutinous 
'  fpirit  quickly  ;  and  he  was  fo  eafily  believed,  that  he 

*  hiinfelf  was  fent  once  *  or  twice  to  compofe  the  ar- 

*  my ;  when,  after  he  had  ftaid  two  or  three  day?,  he 
'  Would  again  return  to  the  houfe,  and  complain  hea- 
*•  viiy  of  the  great  licence  that  was  got  into  the  army  : 
'  that,  for  his   own   part,  by  the   artifice   of  his    cne- 

*  mies,  and  of  thofe  who  dtfired  that  the  nation  fliould 

*  be  again  imbrewed  in  blood,  he  was  rendered   fo  ocH- 

*  ous  unto  them,  that  they  had  a  purpofe  to  kill  him, 

*  if,  upon   fome  difcovery  made  to  him,    he  had  not 

*  efcaped  out  of  their  hands.     And    in   thefe  and    the 

*  like  difcourfes,  when  he  fpake  of  the  natron's  being 

•  In  the  Journal  of  the  30th  of  April  1647,  we  find  it  refolved, 
>  &c.  That  fieid-ir.arfhal  Skip  pen,  lieutenart-gencral  Cromwell,  comir.if- 
iaxy  Ireton,  and  colonel  Fleetwood,  be  injoined  for'hwith  to  go  down 
to  their  charges  in  the  army,  and  employ  their  endeavours  to  quiet  all 
diftempers  in  the  anrry. The  houfe,  prcbably,  were  led  into  favoura- 
ble opinions  cf  thefc  officers  from  Skippon's  and  Cromwell's  delivering 
that  da/  the  letters  they  had  received  from  th:  trocpers. 

'    t» 
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delivered  by  the  ScotSi   In  oppofition  to  the 


au- 


to be  involved  in  new  troubles,  he  would  weep  bit- 
terly, and  appear  the  molt  afHifted  man  in  the  world 
with  the  feofe  of  the  calamities  which  were  like  to 
enfue.  But,  as  many  of  the  wifer  fort  had  long  dif- 
covered  his  wicked  intentions,  fo  his  hypocrify  could 
no  longer  be  concealed.  The  moft  a<5live  officers 
and  agitators  were  known  to  be  his  own  creature^, 
and  luch  who  neither  did,  nor  would,  do  any  thing 
but  by  his  d^redlion.  So  that  it  was  privately  refolved, 
by  the  principal  perfons  of  the  houfe  of  commons, 
that,  when  he  came  the  next, day  into  the  hcjufe, 
which  he  feldom  omitted  to  do,  they  would  fend  him 
to  the  Tower ;  prefuming,  that,  if  they  had  once  fe- 
vered his  perfon  from  the  army,  they  fhould  cafily  re- 
duce it  to  its  former  temper  and  obedience  :  for  they 
had  not  the  leafl:  jealoufy  of  the  gener.d  Fairfax, 
whom  they  knew  to  be  a  perfedl  Prefbyterian  in  judg- 
ment, and  that  Cromwell  had  the  afcendant  over 
him,  purely  by  his  diffimulation  and  pretence  of  con- 
fcience  and  fincerity.  There  is  no  doubt,  Fairfax  did 
not  then,  nor  long  after,  believe  that  the  other  had 
thofe  uicked  defigns  in  his  heart  againft  the  King, 
or  the  leafl  imagination  of  difobeying  t^e  parliament. 
This  purpofe,  of  feizing  upon  the  perfon  of  Cromwell^ 
could  not  be  carried  fo  fecretly,  but  that  he  had  no- 
tice of  it ;  and  the  very  next  morning,  after  he  had 
fo  much  lamented  his  defperate  misfortune,  in  having 
loft  all  reputation,  and  credit,  and  autliority,  in  the 
army,  and  that  his  life  would  be  in  danger  if  he  were 
with  it ;  when  the  houfe  expefted  every  n;inute  his 
prefence,  they  were  informed,  that  he  was  met  out 
of  town,  by  break  of  day,  with  one  fervant  only, 
on  the  way  to  the  army  ;  where  he  had  appointed  a 
rendezvous  of  fome  regiments  of  the  horfe,  and  from 
"whence  he  writ  a  letter  to  the  houfe  of  commons. 
That  having  the  night  before  received  a  letter  from 
fome  officers  of  his  own  regiment,  that  the  jealoufy 
M  3  'the 
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the  troops  had  conceived  of  him,  and  of  his  want 
of  kindnqfs  towards  them,  was  much  abated,  fo 
that  they  believed,  if  he  would  be  quickly  pre- 
fent  with  them,  they  would  all  in  a  Ihort  time, 
by  his  advice,  be  reclaimed  :  up^n  this  he  had  made 
all  the  hafte  he  could,  and  did  iind  that  the  foldier? 
had  been  abufed  by  mifinformation  ;  and  that  he  hoped 
to  difcover  the  fountain  from  whence  it  fprung ;  and, 
in  th«  mean  time,  defired  that  the  general,  and  the 
other  officers  in  the  houfe,  and  fuch  as  remained 
about  the  town,  might  be  preftntly  fent  to  their 
quarters ;  and  that  he  believed  ,it  would  be  very  ne- 
ceflary,  in  order  to  the  fuppreffion  of  the  late  diflem- 
pers,  and  for  the  prevention  of  the  like  for  the  time 
to  come,  that  there  might  be  a  general  rendezvous  of 
the  army ;  of  which  the  general  would  befl  confider 
when  he  came  down,  which  he  wifhed  might  be  haft- 
ened.  It  was  now  to  no  purpofe  to  difcover  what 
they  had  formerly  intended,  or  that  they  had  any 
jealoufy  of  a  p(;rfon  who  was  out  of  their  reach  ; 
and  fo  they  expefled  a  better  conjun£lure  ;  and,  in 
a  few  days  after,  the  general,  and  the  other  olEcers,  left 

the  town,  and  went  10  their  quarters  (/).' Thefe 

concurrent  teflimonies  will,  I  prefume.  clearly  evince 
that  Crcmxt.  e'd  wdiS  deemed  the  chief  raifer  and -manager 
or  the  florm  which  carried  all  things  before  it,  and 
levelled  whatever  came  in  its  way.  Fairfax y  the  ge- 
neral, declares  flrongly  his  difinclination  to,  and  his 
abhorrence  of,  thefe  proceedings.  He  attributes  them 
to  the  agitatprs  :  but,  I  believe,  he  deemed  C>  o/rtzi;^// the 
chief  of  them,  and  had  him  and  hiton  in  his  eye  in 
the  following  palfage :  '  This  mercy  [the  fuccefs  of  the 
'  army  in  the  years  1645  and  16+6]  was  foon  clouded 

*  witlr  abominable  hypocrify   and   deceit,  even  in   thofe 

*  men  who  had  been  inftrumental  in  bringing  this  war 

*  to    a  conclufion.     Here    was    the   vertical    point   on 

*  which  the  army's   honour  and  repiitation  turned  into 

*  a  reproach  and  fcandal.     Here  the  power  of  th?  army 

*  I  once  had  was  ufurped   by   the  agitators,    the  fore^ 

*  runners   of  confufion   and    anarchy   [k]'     None  but 

thefi? 
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authority  of  parliament  (cc),  and  the  fen- 
timents   of   Fairfax.     This  opened   a   new 

fcene 

thefe  men  were  able  to  ufurp  Fairfaxes  power  of  the 
army. 

(cc)  Th,y  took  the  King  out  of  the  hand i  of  the  cent' 
mijJ'iGners  of  the  parluiment^  &c.  3  Cromwell  Teems  to 
have  been  determined  at  all  events  to  fecure  and  en- 
large his  power  and  authority.  The  tumults  and  com- 
motions raifed  by  his  means  were  intended  as  trials  of 
his  capacity  and  influence  over  the  army.  The  fuccefs 
he  had  in  thefe  emboMened  him,  and  caufed  him  to 
afpire  to  fomething  beyond  what  he  yet  was.  Fully 
fenfible  that  the  parliament,  thoug'h  through  fear  it  had 
truckled  to  him,  yet  hated  him  heartily,  and  lofiged 
only  to  crufh  him,  as  they  would  have  done  on  the 
conclufion  of  a  peace  with  the  King :  fully  fenfible, 
I  fay,  of  this,  he  determined  to  prevent  them,  and  to 
give  the  law  both  to  Charles  and  the  parliament.  For 
this  end  he  fecretly  urged  on  the  agitators  to  feize  his 
Majefty's  perfon,  and  thereby  put  it  out  of  the  power 
of  the  houfes  to  conclude  any  thing  with  him,  without 

the  army's  confent  and  approbation. The  following 

authorities   will  explain   and  enlarge  what  is   here  faid. 

*  One    thing  was  yet  wanting  (as  they  [the  managers 

*  of  the  army]  thought)  for  the  carrying  on  their  de- 
'  fign,  and  amufing  the  poor  people  of  England  with 

*  an  expedtation  of  their  fettling  a  peace,  io  to  make 

*  them  fit  ftiil  and  look  on,  whiift  they  traippled  upon 

*  parliament,    city    and   kingdom;    which  was   to  "be  , 

*  pofTef}  of  the   King's   perfon,    and   make   the  world 

*  believe   they  would    bring  him  up  to  his  parliament, 

*  and   fet  him    on   his    throne.     For  this,  it  feems,  a 

*  meeting  was    appointed    at  lieutenant-general    Crorn- 

*  7ve/l's,  upon  the  thirtieth  of  May^  where  it  is  refolved, 

'  That  cornet  foyce  {ho[i\d.,  with  a  party  of  horfe,  gOi-nsgeUu 
'  to  Holmby  and  feize  upon  his  Majefty ;  which   is  pre-  tington's 

*  fently  executed,  and  given  out  that   others  had    the  account  of 

'  lixcedefign,  which  they  had  prevented  (/).     At  firft  f^'' '"  "''"' 
M  4  '  it^     ^'       - 
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fcene His    Majefty    was     treated     with 

very  great  refped  by  the  army  j  every  thing 

was 

*  it  muft  feem  only  the  a£l  of  Mr.  Joyce  ;  Crom'u.ell 
'  protefttd    he  knew  nothing  of   it  (though  he  was  the 

*  man    that   appointed   it  to   be   done,    as  appears   by 

*  what   has    been    recited,  taken   out  of  funje  of   their 

*  own  authors) ;  Sir  Thomas  Fait  fax  writes  a  letter  to 

*  the  houfe,  profefles  the  fame  f  r  himlclf  as  in  the  pre- 
'  fence  of  God,  with  a  large  undertaking  for  the  reft  of 

*  his  officers,  and  the  body  of  the  army  :  and,  perhapy, 
'  he  faid  true  j  I  would   fain  be   fo  charitable  as  to  be- 

*  lieve  it  j   nor,  indeed,  cio    I   think  t,he  good    man    is 

*  privy  to  ail  their  plots ;  he  mufl  have  no   mcire  than 

*  what  they  are  pleafed  to  carve  and  chev/  for  him,  but 
'  mufl:  fwailow  all,  and  own  them  when  they  come 
'  abroad.     Here  then  they   have  the  King,  yo^ce  diivcs 

*  away  the  guards,  forced  colonel  Gi  caves  to  fly,  whom 

*  elfe  they  threatened   to  kill  (murtlier  being  no  fin  in 

*  the  vifible  faints) ;  carries  away  his  Majefty,  aiid  the, 
'  commifTioners  tli^t  attend  him,   pri.'oners,  and  imme- 

{ir)  Holles's  '  diately  fends  up  a  letter  to  certify  what  he  had  done, 

Memoirs,  p.  c  ^.jth  dircfticns  It  fhould  be  delivered  to  Crcmue  i  {m).' 

5  '  Ludicw,  who  undcritood  the  defigns  ai'.d  actions  of  the 

army,  ;rcbably.  better  than  HoHiS,  fpeaking  of  the  di- 

vifions  between  it  and  the  parliament,  adds,  'The  agi- 

*  tators  of  the  army,    feniible  of  their  condition,  and 

*  knowing  that  they  m.uft  fall  under  the  mercy  of  the 

*  parliament,  unlefs  they  could  fecure  ihemlelves  from 
'  their  power,  by  profecuting  what  tiiey   had   begun  j 

*•  '  and  fearing  thofe  who  had  fhewed  themfelves  fo  for- 

'  ward  to  dole  with  the  King,  out  of  principle,  upon 

*  any  terms,    would   now,  for   their  own  prefervaiion, 

*  receive  him  without  any,  or  ra;her  put  ihcm.felves  un- 

*  der  his  protedlion,  that  they  n.ight  the  better  fubdue 

*  the  army,  and  reduce  them  to  obedience  by  force  ; 

*  fent  a  party  of  hoife  under  the  command  of  cornet 
'  y^yce^  on  the  4th  of  yu»e,  164J,  with  an   order  in 

*  writing,  to  take  the  King  out  of  the  hands  of  the 

■  '  *  com- 
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was  rendered  as  agreeable  as  poffible  to 
him,  in  his  captive  lltuation,    and  Cromwell 

entered 

*  commiflloners  of  parliament.     The   cornet,    having 

*  placed    guards  about  tlolmhy  houfe,  fent  to    acquaint 

*  the  King  with   the  occafion  of  his  coming,  and  was 

*  admitted  into   his  bedchamber,  where,  upon  promife 

*  that  the  Kingfhould   be  ufed  civilly,  and  lave  his  fer- 

*  vants  and  other  conveniencies  continufd  to  him,  he 
'  obtained  his  confent  to  go  with  him.     But  whilft  cor- 

*  net  'jQ)ce  was  giving  orders  concerning  the  King's  re- 

*  moval,  the  parliament's  commiflioners  took  that  occa- 

*  fion  to  difcourfe  with  the  Kino^,  and  perfuaded  him 
'  to  alter  his  refolution  ;  which  jo^ie  perceiving   at  his 

*  return,    put  the    King  in    m.nd  of  his   promife,  ac- 

*  quainting  him,  that  he  was  obliged  to  execute  his  or- 

*  ders  ;  whereupon   the   King  told  him,  that,  fince  he 

*  had  pafl'ed  his  word,  he  would  go  with  him  ;  and,  to 

*  that  end,  defcended  the  flairs  to  take  horfe,  the 
.'  commiflioners     of    the    parliament   being    with    him. 

*  Colonel    Br.u:n    and   Mr.    Crew^  who   were  two  of 

*  them,  publickly   declared,  that  the  King  was  forced 

*  out  of  their  hands  ;  and  fo  returned,   with  an  account 

*  of  what  had  been  done,  to  the  parliament  («).'     This  ^"^  ^'^'^-'^ 
was  a  very  bold  ftroke  indeed  !  performed  in   the  name  ^'  '^'' 
of  foldiers  only   under  the   con.mand   of  Fairfax,  but 

no  doubt  contrived  bv  CromwiH  and  Ireton^  in  order 
to  make  thcmfelves  arbiters  between  King  and  par- 
liament, and  advance  their  own  ambitious  proje£ts. 
Lord  ClaraiJon  zfiures  us,  that  '  the  King  did,  in  truth, 

*  believe  that  their   purpofe  was  to  carry  him  to  fome 

*  place   where  they    might  more  conveniently  murder 

*  him  {0).'     The  author  of  the  Ian  Bafilike  more  fenfi-  ^"^  '^ol-''. 
blyobferve-s  in  his  Majefty's  perfon,  '  This  furprizeof  ^"^^' 

*  me  tells  the  world,  that  a  King  cannot  be  fo  low  but 

*  he  is  confiJerable,  adding  weight  to  that  party  where  (/>)  King 

*  he  appears  (/>).'     The  King   had   no  reafon    to  fear  ^'f'arJes's 
murther:  Joyce   behaved  with  civility  to  him;  prom i fed  ^Jg''"'P* 
him  all  conveniencies  i  did  what  in  him  lay  to  pleafe  iond.  1687. 

him, 
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entered    into    a   negociation    with   him,    in 
order    to   his    reftoration  j    but  terms  being 

not 

him,  and  rendered   him  more  pleafed   with  hh  fituation 
than    he  had   before  been.     Let  us  hear  Fairfax.     '  bo 

*  foon  as  I  heard   of  it  [the  King's   fcizure  at  Holmby] 
'  I   immediately    fent  away    two  regiments    of  horfe, 

*  commanded  by  colonel  IVkalley,  to  remove  this  force, 

*  and   to  (tt  all  things  again  in  their  due  order.     But 

*  before  he  came  to   Holtrbyy  the  King   «as  advanced 
'  two  or  three  miles  on  his  way  to  Cam'^ridge,  attended 

*  by  Joyce.,  where  colonel  IVhalley  acquainted  the  King, 

*  he  was  fent  by  the  general  to  let  him  know  how  much 

*  he  was  troubled  at  thofe  great  infolencies  that  had  been 

*  committed  fo  near  his  perfon  j  and,  as  he  had  not  the 

*  leaft  knowledge  of  them  before  they  were  done,  fo 

*  he  had   omitted   no  time  in   feeking  to  remove  that 

*  force,  which   he   had  orders    from  me  to  fee  done; 

*  and  therefore  he  de^red  his  MajeHy  that  he  would   be 

*  plealed  to  return   again  to  Holn.hy^  where  all   things 

*  fhould  be  fettled    again  in  as   much   order  and  quiet- 

*  nefs  as   they   were  before.     And  alfo  he  defired  the 

*  commiflioners  to  reaflume  their   charge,  as  the  parlia- 
'  ment  had  d;re£led  them,  which  he  was  alfo  to  defire 

*  them  to  do  from   the  general.     But  the  King  r^fufed 

*  to  return,  and  the  commiflioners  to  ait ;  whereupon 

*  colonel  li'hJley  urged  them  to  it,  faying,  he  had  an 
'  exprefs  command  to  fee  all  things  well  fettled  about 

*  his  MajeHy,  which  could  not  be  done,  but  by  his  re- 
■  *  turning  again  to  Hclmby.     The  King  faid  pofitively, 

'  he  would   not  do  it :  fo  the  colonel   prefTed    him    no 

*  more  to  it,  having,  indeed,  a  frecial  dire<5tion   from 

*  me  to   ufe  all    tendernefs   and   refpe£t,  as  w^s  6ut  to 
'  his  Majefty.     The  King  came  that  night,  or  the  next, 

*  to  Sir  J.hn  Cuiti's   houfe  near   Ctimhridge ;  and    the 

*  next  day  I  waited  on  his  Majefty,  it  being  alfo  my  bu- 

*  fmefs  to  petfuade  his  return  to   Holmby,  but  he  was 

*  otherwife  refolved.     I  preft  the  commiflioners  alfo  to 

*  a£l  according  to  the  power  given  them  by  the  parlia- 

I  *  menty 
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not  agreed  on,  or  dangers  of  fome  kind  or 
other   (dd)    being    apprehended,    Cromwell 

broke 

*  ment,  which  they  alfo  refufed  to  do  :  fo  having  fpent  the 

*  whole  day  about  this  bufiiiefs,  I  returned  to  my  quar- 

*  ters;  and,  as  I  took  leave  of  the  King,  he  faid  to 

*  me,  Sir,  I  have  as  good  intercft   in  the  army  as  you  j 

*  by  which  I  plainly  law  the  broken  reed  he  leaned  on. 
'  The  agitators  could  change  into  that  colour  which 
'  ferved  next  to  their  ends,  and  had   brought  the  King 

*  into  an  opinion  that  the  army  was  for  him.     That  ic 

*  might  appear  what  a  real  trouble  this  a<St  was  to  me, 

*  though  the  army  was  almoft  wholly  infected  with 
'  this  humour  of  agitation,  I  cal  ed  for  a  council  of 
'  war  to   proceed    againft   Joue  fof  this  high  ofTence 

*  and  breach  of  the  articles  of  war;  but  the  officers, 
'  whether   for  fear  of  the  diftempered    foldiers,  or  ra- 

'  ther  (as  I  fufpefied)  a  fecret  allowance  of  what  was^^)  ^^^^^ 

*  done,  made  all  my  endeavours  in  this  inefFedual  {q).'  Memorials, 

I  hrive  transcribed /"^i'y^vA-'s  account  at  length,  that  the  P' ^'S 

reader  may  the  better  be  enabled  to  judge  of  thejuf- 

tice  of  Clarendon's  narrative  above  mentioned,  and  alfo 
of  the  truth  of  the  mefTage,  delivered  to  the  houfe  of 
lords  by  the  Earl  of  DumfennLne^  from  the  King,  *  that  [^^j^^^^j.''^'*" 

*  his  iVlajefty  went  from  Holdeniy  unwillingly  (r).' Hiftory, 

*  Thus,  f  ys  Perincly'itfy  was  that  religious  Prince  made  vol.  xv. 

*  once  more  the  mock  of  fortune,  and  the  fport  of  the  ^"  399* 
'  faflious,  and  was  drawn  from  his   peaceful  contem- 

*  plations  and  profpecl  of  heaven,  to  behold  and  con-  ^^  ^^  ^*^ 

*  verfe  with    men   fet  on  fire  of  hell  (.().'     Whether  prefixed  to* 
the  reader  be   difpofed    to  laugh  or  be  ferious  at  this  J^'s  woiksj 
folemn   paragraph   is  very   indifferent   to   me;  but  the^"*°' 
writer,  who  compofed  it,  ftands  little  chance  for  credit 

with  fuch  as  with  attention  have  ftudled  the  charader 
of  his  hero. 

(dd)  Terms  being  n'A  agreed  on^  or  danger  leing  ap- 
prehend-d,  Cromwell  broke  off  all  thoughts  of  friendjhip 
with  Charles,  &c.J  The  King  no  fooner  found  himfelf 
in  the  hands  of  the  army,  than  he  had  rcafon  to  be  fa- 

tisfied 
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broke  off  all  thoughts  of  friend fliip  with  the 
King,  and  openly  declared  for  bringing  him 

to 

tkficd  with  their  civility  and  refpeft  Ludhtu,  with 
fome  indignation,  fpeaks  of  the  atiendance  and  homage 
that  was  paid  him  by  feme  chief  officers.  Lord  Claren- 
don has  given  us  a  particular  account  of  the  treatment 
he  received,  which  1  will  here  tranfcribe  for  the  fatif- 
fa£lion  of  the  reader. *  The  King  found  himfelf  at 

*  Newmarket^  attended    by  greater   troops  and  fuperior 

*  officers ;  fo  that  he  was  prefently  freed  from  any  fub- 

*  je<5tion  to  Mr.  'Joyce,  which  was   no  fmall   fatisfadfion 

*  to  him  ;  and  they   who  were  about  him  appeared  men 

*  of  better  breeding  than  the  former,  and  paid  his  Ma- 

*  jefly  all  the  refpe^  imaginable,  and  Teemed  to  defire 

*  to  pleafe  him  in  all  things.     All  reftraint  was  taken 

*  off  from  perfons  reforting  to  him,  and  he  faw  every 

*  day  the  faces  of  many  who  were  grateful  to  him  ; 
'  and  he  no  fooiier   defired  that  fome   of  his  chaplains 

*  might  have  leave  to  attend  upon  him  for  his  devotion, 
*,  but  it  was   yielded   to,  and  they  who  were  named  by 

*  him  (who  were  Dr.  Sheldon,  Dr.  Mor'.ey^  Yir.  Sander- 

*  fon^  and  Dr.  Hammond)  were  prefently  fent,  and  gave 
'  their  attendance,  and  performed  their  functions  at  the 

*  ordinary  hours,  in  their  accuftomcd   formalities ;  all 

*  perfons,  who  had  a  mind  to  it,  being  fuffered   to  he 

*  prefent,  to  his  Majefty's  infinite  fatisfa(ftion,  who  be- 
'  gan   to   believe  that  the  army  was  not  fo  much  his 

*  enemy  as  it  was  reported  to  be  j  and  the  army  had 
'  fent  an  addrefs  to  him  full  of  proteftation  of  duty, 
'  and  befought  him,  that  '  he  would  be  content,    for 

*  fome  time,  to  refide  among  them,  until  the  affairs  of 
••  the  kingdom  were  put  into  fuch  a  pofture  as  he  might 
*■  find  all  things  to  his  own  content  and  fecurity,  which 

*  they  infinitely  defired  to  fee  as  foon  as  might  be  ;  and, 
'  to  that  purpofe,  made  daily  infiances   to  the  parha- 

*  ment.'     In  the   mean   time  his   Majefly  fate  ftill,  or 

*  removed  to  fuch  places  as  were  moft  convenient  for 
'  the  marc^  of  tne  army ;  being  in  ail  places  as  well 

*  pro- 


O  L  I  V  E  R  C  R  O  M  W  E  L  L.  17- 

to  juftice.     In   order  to  which,  as   well  as 
to   aecomplifii    his  fchemes   of  power   and 

am- 


*  provided  for  and    accommodated,  33  he  had  ufed   to 
'  be  in   any  progrefs :  the  beft  gentlemen,  of  the  feve- 

*  ral  counties   through   which  he  pafTed,  daily  reforted 
'  to  him,  without  oiftin£iion:   he  was  attended  by  fome 

*  of  his  old  trufty  fervants  in  the  places  neareft  his  per- 

*  Ton  :  and  that,  which  gave  him  moft  encouragement 
'  to  believe  that   they   meant  well,    was,  that    in  the 

*  army's   addrefs  to   the    parliament,  they  defired   that 
'  care   might  be   taken  for  fettling  the  King's  rights, 

*  according  to  the   feveral  profeflions  they  had  made  in 
'   their  declarations ;  and  that  the   royal  party  might  be 

*  treated  with  more  candour  and  lefs  rigour :  and  many 

*  good  officers,  who   had  ferved    his  Majefty  faithfully, 

*  were  civilly  received  by  the  officers  of  the  army,  and 
'  lived  quietly   in  their  quarters,   which  they  could  not 

*  do  any  where  elfe ;  which  raifed  a  great   reputation 

*  to  the  army  throughout   the  kingdom,  and  as   much 

'  reproach  upon  the  parliament  (/}.'     What  the  confe- ^' ,    ** ' '^* 
quence   of  all    this  was,    I    have   elfewhere,    at  large, 
fhewn  (a).     Suffice  it  here  to  fay,  that  Charl.s  might  ^^"j  ^"j" ^S 
have  had  reafonable   good  terms,   his  condition  confi-  ncai  ac- 
dered,  from   CrotnweU  znd  Ireion  ;  but,  on  refufmg  to  count  of  the 
clofe   with   them   frankly,    he   loft    the  opportunity  he  ^f'^^l*^^  j 
then  had,  and    rendered    them   his  moft  avowed    ene-  p.  jgg. 
mies.     The   fincerity  of  C'0?nwel!,  in  his   negotiations 
with  the  King  at  this  jun6lure,  is  called  in  queftion,  by 
a  very  late  writer,  in  the  following  words  :   '  Had  thefe 

*  been  fmcerely    his   fentiments  [afFe<Slion    and    regard 

*  for  the  King]  he  would  never  have   altered    them, 

*  for  the  King  gave  him  no  occafion  ;  fince  it  is  clearly 

*  proved,  that  his  final  anfwer  to  the  propofals  which 
'  were  made  him,  not  only  fpoke  the  fenfeof  him  and 

*  Leton,  as  the  King  conceived  it,  but  was  altered  by 

*  their  hands  till  it  fatisficd  themfelves.     Had  he  been 
'  really  inclined    to    reftore  the    King,  he    might  have- 

*  doric  it  now  with  a  high  hand  >  a  great   majority  of 

'  »  the 
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ambition,  he  promoted  the  votes  of  no  more 


ad- 


'  the  parliament  were  for  him  ;  the  city  of  London  was 

*  in  their  fentiments ;  the  meafures  taken  by  the  Scots y 
'  and  the  infurretflions  in  feveral  counties  in  his  favour, 

*  ihew,  that  this  was  alio  the  fenfe  of  the  nation  :  if, 
'  therefore,  lieutenant-general  Crormiell  had  made  ufe 
'  of  his  wonderful  capacity,  to  difpofe  the  army  not  to 

*  any  new  defign,  but  to  have  performed    their  own 

*  promifes  j  he  might  have  fettled  the  government  upon 
(x)  Biorra-  '  its  old  foundation,  and  have  made  bimfelf  a  very  great 
phia  Britap- 1  ipan  (a.).'  /.  e.  he  might  have  been  made  Earl  of  Ef- 
i'«''  ^'      f*^"*  ^"^  knight  of  the  garter,  things  faid  to  be  pro- 

mifed  him  by  the  King,  as  well  as  the  advancement 
(«)  Flagel- of  his  fon,  and  his  fon-in-law  Ireton^  to  pofts  of  high 
ium,  p.  55.  honour  and  dignity  {^y).  I  will  not  warrant  what  is 
here  faid  concernina  the  honours  promifed  to  Crcmvjell 
and  his  family  :  the  writer,  from  whom  I  quote  it,  is 
of  too  little  authority  to  have  any  great  ftrefs  laid  on 
bis  unfupported  narrative ;  nor  will  1  make  any  remarks 
on  the  reafoningsjuft  recited,  any  farther  than  to  ob- 
ferve,  that  Cromwell  had  probably  fufficient  caufe  to 
alter  his  fentiments,  with  refpedl  to  the  expediency  of 
concluding  a  peace  with  Charles^  and  reinftating  him  in 
his  power.  Sufficiei.t  caufe  he  had,  I  fay,  for  this : 
for  his  treaty  with  the  King  was  very  ill  refented  by  the 
agitators,  after  Claries  had  fc  long  dallied  with  the  ar- 
my, and  ncglefied  to  comply  with  the  terms  propofed 
for  his  fafety  and  reftoration.  Crcmw-.U  had  got  the 
better  of  thefe  men,  indeed,  at  the  rendezvous  at  JFare, 
by  the  death  of  one,  and  making  prifoners  of  ethers. 
But   their  fpirit  was  unconquerable.     *  Two   thirds  t  f 

*  the  army  had  been  fmce  with  Lean  and  Cromwelly  to 

*  teil  them,  that,  though  they  were  cerrain  to  perilh  in 

*  the  enterprize,  they  would  leave  nothing  unatiempted. 
'  to  bring  ihe  whole  army  to  their  fenTej  and  that,   if 

*  all  failed,  they  would  make  a  divifion  in   the  army, 

*  and  join  with  any  who  would  afTift  them  in  the  de- 

*  flnidtion  of  ihofe  that  Ihould  oppofe  them.' — Upon  this 

boid 
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addreiTes  to  his  Majefty ;  defeated  the  Welch 

and 


bold  declaration  'tis  faid  Cromwell  and  Ireton  argued  thus : 

*  If  the  army  divide,  the  greater  part  will  join    with 

*  the    presbyters,    and  will,    in  all    likelihood,  prevail, 

*  to  our  ruin,  by  forcing  us  to  make  our  applications  to 

*  the  King,  wherein  we  (hall  rather  beg  than  offer  any 

*  afliftance,  which,  if  the  King  (hould  give,  and.after- 

*  wards  have  the  good  fortune  to   prevail,  if  he  fhould 

*  then   pardon    us,  it  will  be  all   we  can  pretend,  and 
'  more  than  we  can  certainly  promife  ourfelves:  there- 

*  upon  concluding,  that,  if  they  could   not   bring   the 

*  army  to  their  (cnfe,  that  it  was  beft  to  comply  with  /'jr., 
'  them,  a  fchifm  being  utterly  dcftrudtive  to  both  {%).'  voi.i.  p. 

Lord  HclleSf    fpeaking   of  CtomwelPs  treaty  with  the  ^aS. 
King,  owns  the  danger   he  was  at  length  in  from  the 
army  on  that  account :  '  The  party  [of  the   agitators} 

*  would  not  give  way  to  this  [the  agreement  with   his 

*  Majefty]  ;  hatred   to  the   King,   envy   and  jcaloufies 

*  againft  their  afpiring  leaders,  and  a  violent  defire  of 

*  having  their    work  done  at  once,  lay  all  perfons  and 

*  things  level   on  the  fudden,    bring  forth  their  mon- 

*  ftrous  conceptions  at  one  birth,  made  them  break  out, 

*  fly  in   their  faces,    difcover  many  of  their  villanie*, 

*  and,  as  appears  by  that  bufinefs  of  Lilburn  and  [f'ild- 

*  7nan,  even   refolve  to  take  Cromviell  out  of  the  way, 

*  and  murder  him  for  an  apoftate  ia)'     Surely  this  does  W.Me- 

r  \    /  /  moirs,  Pv 

not  look  as  if  Crcmuell  might  have  refiored  the  King  i?4. 
with  an  high  hand  I  The  truth  is,  he  might  have  done 
it  in  the  beginning  of  the  King's  refiding  with  the  ar- 
my ;  but  his  ftiffnefs,  his  obftinacy,  if  I  may  fo  fpeak, 
in  adhering  to  his  own  opinions,  and  the  hopes  he  had 
of  availing  himfelf  of  the  difputes  between  the  parlia* 
ment  an  1  the  army,  rendered  the  latter  very  fufpicious 
of  his  intentions,  and,  at  length,  averfe  to  his  intereft. 
Befides,  if  I  might  (^fFer  a  conjedure  in  this  affair,  it 
looks  to  me  exceeding  probable,  that  CnnnveU,  after  a 
thorough  trial,  might  be  afraid  to  truft  to  what  his  Ma- 
jefty promifed,  in  order  to  remount  the  throne.     For, 

ac- 
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and  the  Scotch,  who  took  up  arms  in   be- 
half 


according  to  Clarendon,  Oliver  declared  in  the  houfe  of 
commons,  '  that  the  King  was  a  man  of  great  parts, 
'  and  great  underflanding,  but  that  he  was   fo  great  a 

*  difiembler,  and  fo  falfe  a  man,  that   he  was  not  to  be 

*  trufted.  And  thereupon  repeated  many  particulars, 
'  whilft  he  was  in  the  army;  that  his  iVlajefty  wifhed 
'  that  fuch  and  fuch  things  might  be  done,  which,  be- 
'  ing  done  to  gratify  him,  he  was  difpleafed  and  com- 
'  plained  of  it :    that,  whilft  he  profefTed,  with  all  fo- 

*  lemnity,  that  he  referred  himfelf  wholly  to  the  parlia- 
*•  ment,  and  depended  only  upon  their  wiidom  and  coun- 
'  fels,  for  the  fettlement  and  compofing  the  diftra<?tions 
'  of  the  kingdom,  he  had,  at  the  fame  time,  feciet 
'  treaties  with  the  Scoitljh  commiflioners,  how  he  might 
'  embroil  the    nation   in  a   new  war,  and  deftroy   the 

(5)  Vol.v.    c  parliament  {b..'     Such  was  the  light  in  which  Charles 
'■^  *  probably   appeared  to  Cromu.ell,  who  pierced    through 

every  mask,  while  his  own  was  generally  impenetrable 
to  thofe  who  were  moft  ccnverfant  with  him.  There 
is  an  anecdote  related  concerning  the  infincerity  of  the 
King  to  the  lieutenant  general,  which,  if  true,  will  ea- 
fily  account  for  every  thing  done   to  the  former  by   the 

latter. In    a   letter   to   his   Qiieen,  without    whofe 

knowledge  and  confent  he  feldom  cared  to  do  any  thing, 
he  is  fnid  to  have  acquainted  her,  *   1  hat,  though  he 

*  aflented  to  the    army's   propofals,  yet,  if  by  lo  do- 

*  ing,  he  could  procure   peace,  it  would  be  eafter  then 

*  to  take  oft  Cromueilf  than  now  he  was  the  head  that 
'  governed  the  army.'     This  is  faid  to  have  come  to  his 

(c)  Life  of  knowledge,  and  determined  him   never    more  to  trult 
Oliver  the  King  (c).     For  the  truth  of  this  I  will  not  vouch, 

Crom^e]],    though  it   is  agreeable  to  the   whole  of  his   Majefty's 

j^^j'j^J' character. After  this,  can  w'C  wonder  that  Cromwtll 

might  think  himfelf  at  liberty  to  pra^ife  Cbarki's  arts 
on  himfelf?  or  rather,  are  we  not  to  admire  at  th.-fe 
who  refledl  on  Cromweli  for  endeavouring  to  induce  the 
i^ing  lo  remove  by  ftealih  from  Hampton- court  (where 

his 
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half  of  the  King,  ahd  purged  the  houfe  of 

com- 

his  life  he  was  informed  Was  in  danger)  and  go  into  the 
Ifle  of  Wight y  as  into  a  fafe  prifon  (if  that  in  faft  Was 
his  intention)  where  he  might  he  ready  at  hand  to  bfc 
difpofed  of  as  beft  fuited  the  inclinations  or  conveniency 

of  the  ruling  party  of  the  army  ?— What  man  almoft 

would  not  have  done  the  fame  ?     However,    as  to  the 
letter  written  by  Cromivell  to  colonel  JVhalley^  on  which    _ 
fo  much  ftrefs  is  laid  by  Lord   Hoiks  (</),  and  the  writ  ^,oj„  ^' 
ers   of  the  Biographia  Britannica,   if   we   may   bfelieve  187. 
Charles   himfelf,  it  was  not  the  occafion  of  his  flight 
from  Hampton-court.     In  a  letter  written  by  him   from 
thence,  tiated  Novemler  11,  1647,  ^"d  left  for  colonel 
TVhaHey^  he  writes  as  follows  :  *  I  have  been  fo  civilly 

*  ufed  by  you  and  major  Huvtingtsn,  that  I  cannot  but 

*  by   this  parting  farewell   acknowledge   it   under  my 

*  hand,  as  alfo  to  dcfire  the  continuance  of  your  cour- 

*  tefie,  bv  your  protecting  of  my  houfehold  ftufF  and 
'  moveables  of  all  forts,  which  1  leave  behind  me  ia 

*  this  houfe,  that  they  be  neither  fpoiled  nor  imbczeled, 

*  -So  being  confident  you  wifh  my  prefcrvation  and 

*  reftitution,  I  reft  your  friend,   Charles.     I  afliire  you 

*  it  was  not  the  Liter  you  jhtWid  me  yefterday  that  made 
'  me  take  this  refolution,  nor  any  advertifement  of  that 

'  kind  :  but,  I  Gonfefs,  I  am  loath  to  be  made  a  clofe, .  j,. 

*  prifoner,  under  pretence  of  fecuring  my  life  (/?)/     So  Charles's 
that  Lord  Clarendon  has  only  committed  one  of  his  ufual  Works,  p< 
miltakes,  when  he  fays,  *  That  his  Majefty  did  really  ^^^' 

*  believe  their  malice  [the  levellers]  was  at  the  height, 

*  at.d  that  they  did  defign  his  murder  (/}/ Tha  (/) '^••' ''• 

Cromwell  wrote  to  IVhaliey   is  certain,  and   IVhalley  de-      ^  * 
clares,  *  That  the  letter,  intimating  fome    murtherous 

*  delign,  or,  at  leaft,  fome  fear  of  it,  againft  liis  Ma- 

*  jefty,  was  the  ground  of  his  fliewing  it  to  him.  When  I 

*  received  this  letter,'  adds  he,  '  I  was  much  aftonifhed, 

*  abhorring  that  fuch  a  thing  fliould  be  done,  or  fo  much 
'  as  thought  of,  by  any  that  bear  the  name  of  chriflians. 
'  When  1  had  fhcwn  the  letter  to  his  Maiefty,  I   to!d 

N  '  *  him. 
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commons,   after  it  had    voted  his  Majefly's 

con- 


«  him,  I  wasfent  tofafeguard,  and  not  to  murther  him. 
»  IwiftitViim  to  be  confident  no  fuch  thing  (hould  be 
'  done      I  would  firft  die   at  his  foot   in  his  defence; 

*  and  I  therefore  (hewed  it  him,  that  he  might  be  af- 

*  fured,  though  menacing  fpeeches  came  frequently  to 
{g)  Peck's    t  jjis  eare,  our  general  officers  abhorred   fo  bloody  and 

cJriofe,  lib.  *  villanous  a  fact  (g).' Milton's  vindication  of  Crcm- 

ix.  p.  42.  well.,  againft  the  charge  of  perfuading  the  Kingto  with- 
draw into  the  Ifle  of  IVight,  muft  not  be  here  omitted. 
*  Alterum  efl  crimen  perfuafiffe  regi  Cromuellum,   ut 

*  in  infulam  Vedtim  clanculum  fe  fubduceret.     Conftat 

*  regem  Catolum  rem  fuam  multis  alias  rebus  j  ter  fuga 
'  perdidiffe ;  primum  cum  Londino  Eboracum  fugit,  de- 
•*  inde  cum  ad  Scotos  in  y/«f//<7Condu£iitios,  poftremo  cum 

*  ad  infulam  Veitim.  At  hujus  poftremas  fuafor  erat 
'  Cromudlm.     Optime  j  fed  tamen  ego  regios  illos  pn- 

*  mijm  miror,  qui  Carolutn  toties  affirmare  non  dubi- 
'  tant  fuifle  prudentiflimum,  &   eundem  fimul  vix  un- 

*  quam   fuae  fpontis  ;  five  apud  amicos   fiVe  inimicos, 

*  in  aula  vel  in  caftris,  in  aliena  fere  poteftate  femper 

*  fuifle  J  nunc  uxoris,  nunc  epifcoporum,  nunc  purpu- 

*  ratorum,    nunc   militum,    denique   hoftium :    pejora 

*  plerumque  confilia,  &  pejorum  ferme  fequutum  ;  Ca- 

*  rob   perfuadetur,    Carolo   imponitur,    Carolo   illuditur 

*  metus  incutltur,  fpes  vanaoftenditur,  velut  praeda  om- 

*  nium  communis,  tarn  amicorum  quam  hoftium,  agltur 

*  &  fertur  Carolus.     Aut  hnec  e  fcriptis  fuis  tollant,  aut 

*  fagacitatem  Caroli  praedicare  defiftant.     Fateor  dein- 

*  de,  quam  vis  prudentia  atque  confilio  praeftare   pul- 

*  crum  fit   tamen    ubi   refpublica    fadlionibus   laborat, 

*  fuis  incommodis  baud  carerej  &  confultiflimum  quem- 

*  que   eo   magis   obnoxium  calumniis  utriufque  partis 

*  reddere :  boc  faepe  Cromueilo  obfuit :  hinc  Presbyt«- 

*  riani,  inde  hoftes  quicquid  in  fe  durius  fieri  putant 
'  non   id  communi  fenatus  confilio,  fed  Cromueilo  foil 

»  *  imputant;  immo  fi  quid  per  imprudentiam    ipfi  male 

*  gerunt,  id  doiis  &  fraudibu*  Crtmuelli  affignare  noa 

5  '  *  eru- 
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erubefcunt ;  culpa  omnis  in  eum  derivatur,  omnis  in 
eum  faba  cuditur.  Et  tamen  certiffimum  eft  fugam  ad 
vedim  regis  C^7ri?//  abfenti  turn  aliquot  miliibus  paf- 
fuum  CiomueHo,  tarn  novum  accidifle  &  inopinatum, 
quam  cuilibet  ex  fenatu  turn  in  urbe  verfanti,  queni 
ut  de  re  inopinatiffima  fibi  recens  allata  per  Jiteras  cer- 
tiorem  fecit.  Res  autem  ita  fe  habuit ;  exercitus 
univerfi  vocibus  rex  territus,  qui  eum  nullis  cfficiis 
fuis  aut  pollicitis  fadum  meliorem,  ad  fupplicium  pof- 
cere  jam  turc  cseperat,  ftatuit  cum  duobus  tantum- 
modo  confciis  nociurna  fuga  fibi  confulere  :  vcrum 
fugiendi  certior,  quam  quo  fugeret,  per  comitum  fuo- 
rum  vel  imperitiam  vel  timiditatem,  inops  confjlii 
quo  fe  reciperet,  Hamundo  Vedis  infulae  praefidi  fe 
ultro  dedidit  j  ea  fpe,  faciiem  fibi  ex  ea  infula,  para- 
to  jam  navigio,  tranfiitum  in  GaJUarn  aut  in  Belgium 
fore.  Hxc  egode  fuga  regis  in  Vedim  ex  iis  comperi 
quibus  rem  totam  pernofcendi  quam  proxima  facukas 
erat  (^).'  /.  e.  *  Another  crime  is,  that  Crom'jueil  per-  iy  f'^'''^ 
fuaded  the  King  to  withdraw  himfelf  privately  to  the  Voi.  h! 
Ifle  of  IVight.  Now  its  plain  King  C^^r/p;  ruined  his  336. 
own  affair  otherwife  in  many  things,  and  no  lefs 
than  three  times  by  flight :  as,  firft,  when  he  fled 
from  London  to  York ;  afterwards,  when  he  ran  to  the 
hireling  Scots  in  England 'y  and,  laft  of  all  to  the  Ifle 
of  Wight.  But  Cromwell  v/as  the  perfuader  of  this 
laft  flight !  Good  indeed  !  But  I  firft  admire  thofe 
royalifts,  who  never  ftick  to  affirm  fo  often,  that 
Charles  was  one  of  the  moft  prudent  perfons  living, 
and  ftill,  that  the  fame  man  was  hardly  ever  at  his 
own  difpofal :  that,  whether  with  his  enemies  or  his 
friends,  in  the  court  or  in  the  camp,  he  was  almoft 
always  in  the  power  of  another ;  now  of  his  wife, 
then  of  the  bifhops ;  now  of  the  peers,  then  of  the 
foldiery  J  and  laft  of  his  enemies:  that,  for  the  moft 
part,  he  followed  the  worfer  counfels ;  and,  almoft 
always,  of  the  worfer  men.  Charles  is  perfuaded  j 
Charles  is  impofcd  on  ;  Charles  is  deceived  ;  fear  is  im- 
prefl^ed  on  him  ;  vain  hope  is  fet  before  him  ;  Charles 
is  carried  and  hurried  about,  as  if  he  was'  the  com- 
mon prey  of  all,  both  friends  and  enemies.  But  let 
N  2  '  them 
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them  either  blot  thefe  things  out  of  their  writ* 
ings,  or  clfe  give  over  trumpeting  up  the  fdgacity  of 
Charles.  Next,  I  confefs,  though  it  be  honoura- 
ble to  excel  in  prudence  and  counfel,  yet  that, 
where  a  commonwealth  labours  under  factions,  this 
doth  not  always  want  its  inconveniencies ;  but  ren- 
ders any,  even  the  moft  prudent,  fo  much  the  more 
obnoxious  to  the  calumnies  of  each  party.  This  of- 
ten was  the  cafe  of  Cron.well.  On  the  one  fide,  the 
Presbyterians ;  on  the  other,  the  enemy  [Royaliftsj 
whatever  hardfliips  fhey  are  loaded  with,  impute  it 
all,  not  to  the  common  advice  of  paiiiament,  but 
of  Cromwell  only.  Nay,  if  themfelves  imprudently 
aft  any  thing  amifs,  do  not  blufti  to  lay  it  wholly  to 
the  deceits  and  frauds  of  Cromvcell!  All  the  fault  is 
thrown  upon  him  j  all  the  black  is  ftuck  upon  his 
coat.  And  yet  it  is  moft  certain,  that  the  flight  of 
King  Charles  to  the  Ifle  of  Wight  fell  out  as  new  and 
unexpediedly  to  Cromwell  (who  was  then  feme  miles 
off)  as  it  was  furprifing  to  any  of  the  parliament,  at 
that  time  refiding  in  London^  whom  be  made  acquaint- 
ed with  it  by  letter,  as  of  a  moft  unlooked-for  acci- 
dent, the  news  whereof  was  juft  then  brought  him. 
Now  the  matter  happened  thus  :  the  King  (affrighted 
by  the  menaces  of  the  whole  army,  who,  finding  him 
nothing  amended,  either  by  their  good  offices  or  pro- 
mifes  for  him,  had  now  begun  to  require  he  fhould 
be  brought  to  punifhment)  determined,  with  only  two 
attendant?,  to  provide  for  his  own  fafety  by  a  noftur- 
nal  flight ;  but  furer  of  flying,  than  whither  he  (hould 
fly,  either  by  the  unskilfulnefs  c-r  timidity  of  his  com- 
panions; and,  not  knowing  where  to  betake  him felf, 
he,  at  laft,  voluntarily  threw  himfelf  into  the  hands 
of  Hammond^  governor  of  the  Ifle  of  Wight ;  with 
this  hope,  that  he  might  find  an  eafy  pafl^age  out  of 
that  ifland,  a  fmall  vefl'el  being  provided  privately 
for  the  purpofe,  either  into  France  or  Hdlahd.  And 
thefe  matters,  touching  the  King's  flight  into  the  Ifle  of 
Wights  I  learnt  of  theln,  who  had  as  great  advantage 

as  may  be  for  knowing  the  truth.' This  feems  very 

firong  in  Cromwell's  behalf.-' But,  had  he  wrote  the 

letter 
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conceffions  a  fufficient  ground  (ee)  to  pro- 
ceed 


letter  to  Whalley,  with  the  defign  fuggefted,  of  which 
there  is  no  proof,  where  would  have  been  the  harm  of 
it,  as  1  before  faid,  or  who  would  not  have  thought 
himfelf  at  liberty  to  have  afled  a  like  part  with  a  man 
of  fuch  a  charader  and  fuch  views  ?  The  flatefman, 
perhaps,  would  not  eafily  be  found  ;  or,  if  fuch  an  one 
there  were,  his  underftanding  would  not  be  greatly  ad- 
mired by  men  of  the  fame  profeffion. 

(ee)  He  defeated  the  Welch  and  Scots,  and  purged 
the  houfe  of  commms^  &c.]  Charles  having  thrown  him- 
felf into  the  hands  of  Hammond^  governor  of  the  Ifle 
of  IVight^  was  treated  by  him  with  great  civility  and 
refpect.  And  the  parliament,  who  had  been  much 
alarmed  at  his  Majefty's  efcape,  being  informed  of  the 
place  of  his  abode,  determined  to  fend  commiflioners 
to  the  Ifle  of  IVight^  in  order  to  treat  with  him  con- 
cerning peace,  fo  neceflary  to  hnifelf  and  the  kingdom. 
But,  on  the  King's  refufal  to  agree  to  the  preliminary 
propofitions,  they  immediately  determined  to  make  no 
more  addrefles  to  him,  but  to  proceed  to  the  fettlement 
of  the  nation  without  him.  Their  reafons  they  fub- 
mitted  to  the  public,  in  a  declaration  which  was  printed 
and  difperfed  in  every  corner.  This  declaration,  and 
the  votes  on  which  it  was  founded,  very  juftly  alarmed 
the  fears  of  Charles  and  his  friends.  They  wrote,  they 
petitioned,  they  were  tumultuous  at  the  door  of  the 
houfe  of  commons,  and,  at  length,  had  recourfe  to 
arms  in  his  favour.  But  none  of  thefe  things,  for  the 
prefent,  fucceeded.  The  infu:re(f^i  n  untier  the  lords 
Gcring  and  Cape/,  on  the  furrenderof  Cclchejhr  to  Fair-  *' 
fax,  came  to  nothing;  that  in  IVales,  under  colonel 
FoyeVy  Crommeil,  with  no  very  great  difficulty,  fubdued  ; 
and,  immediately,  with  very  fpeedy  marches,  he  came 
up  with  Duke  Hamilton,  who  himfelf  was  taken  pri- 
foner,  and  the  whole  body  of  Scots  and  EngUfl),  und«r 
his  command,  routed.  1  his,  properly,  puta  period  to 
th?  fecond  civil  war,  in  which  the  rafhnefs  and  impru- 
N    3  dencc 
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ceed  upon   for  the  fettlement  of  the  peace 

of 


(3ence  of  the  one  fide  was  as  remarkable,  as  the  valour 
and  good  co:.du£t  of  the  other.     '  All  this   great  vic- 

*  tory,'  fays  Clarendon^  *  was  got  by  C>omwe.l,  with  an 

*  army  amounting  to  a  third  part  of  the  Scoti  in  num- 
'  ber,  if  they  had  been  all  together  j  and*  it  was  not  di- 
'  minifhed  half  an  hundred  in  obtaining  this  victory, 

.  .'  after  the  Englijh  foices,  under  Langdale  had  been  de- 

p  j5,/^'    '  feated  (;'].'     'Fhis   was  the  battle  of  Prejlon^  fought 

Juguji  17,    1648.       The    ScoU  army   were    '   twelve 

*  thoufand   foot,    well  armed,  and  five  thoufand  horfe. 

*  Langdale  had  two  thoufand  five  hundred   foot,    and 

*  one  thoufand  five  hundred  horfe ;  in   all   twenty  one 

*  thoufand ;  and  in  the  parliament's  army,  in  all,  about 

*  eight  thoufand  fix  hundred  !  and,  of  the  enemy,  about 

*  tvv'o   thoufand  were   fiain,    and  about  nine  thoufand 

*  prifoners  taken,  befides  what  were  lurking  in  hedges 
(/)  Whit-  *  ^'^^  private  pkces,  which  the  country  people  daily 
lock,  p.  332.  *  bro.  ght  in  or  defiroyed  (y).'     For  this  vjdtory  a  fo- 

lemn  thajikfgiving  was  ordered  throughout  the  king- 
.ss  T„,  jnj]  dom,  on  the  feventh  of  Sepiembef  following  (*).  After, 
of  the  houic  this  C rcmvjeU  mzxchcA  forw<^rd  for  Scotland^  in  order 
cf  com-  eftedtually  to  fupprefs  the  H/miltonian  party.  In  his 
]^""°'g,g"^' march  his  difcipline  was  very  exa6^,  and  his  order  fo 
good,  that  no  ground  of  complaint  was  given  to  the 
inhabitants.     At  length  he  arrived  at  Edinburgh^  *  where 

*  he  was  received  with  great  ceremony,  and  demanded, 

*  that  none,  who  had  been  in  action  in  the  late  wicked 

*  engagement   and  invafion,    might,  henceforward,  be 

*  employed  in  any  public  place  of  truft;  to  which  the 

*  committee  of  efiates  there  gave  a  fatisfadtory  anfwer. 
'  He  had  alfo  vifits  and  conferences  with  commiffioners 
'  from   the  kirk,  and  from  tt;e  provoft  and  magiftrates 

*  of  Edinburgh,  and  a   ftrong  guard   of  foldiers   at  his 

*  1  dging.  At  the  time  of  his  being  at  Edinburgh  fc- 
'  veral  other  .  emands  were  made  by  him  to  the  com- 
'  mittee  of  eflates,  who  gave  him  very  fair  anfwer, 
'  and  he  rcferved  liberty  for  the  pailiamem  of  England 

*  to 
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of  the  kingdom.     This   was  ufually   called 


*  to  make  fuch  farther  demands  as  they  Should  think 
'  requifite.     The  charges  of  Cromwell's  entertainment, 

*  and  of  all  his  company,  during  the  time  of  their  being 

*  at  Edinburgh,  were  defrayed   by  the  lord   provoft  of 

*  the  city,  by  order  of  the  committee  of  eftates ;  and 
'  Cromwell,  Hajelriggc,  and  the  refl  of  their  company, 
'  were  entertained  -by  general  Leven,  the  lord  Argylc^ 
'  and  many  other  lords,  at  a  fumptuous  banquet  in  the 

*  caftle.     At  their  going  away,  the  caftle  faluted  them, 

*  with  many  great  guns,  and  vollies  of  fmall  fhot,  and 

*  divers  lords  convoyed  them  out  of  the  city  (^).' i   k  p  C.-k* 

Whilft  Oliver  was   in  Scotland,  the  parliament,  fearing 

the  army,  who  had  fo  frequently  been  troublefome  to 
them,  and  likewife  the  adherents  of  the  King,  who 
had  rifen  fo  lately  in  his  favour,  and  willing,  if  poffible, 
to  procure  peace  to  the  kingdom,  revoked  the  votes  of 
no  more  addreflcs,  opened  a  treaty  with  his  Majefty  in 
the  Ifle  of  IVigbt,  and  were  about  to  have  brought 
matters  to  a  conclufinn.  But  the  foldiery,  dreading  the 
confequenccs  of  a  peace  with  refpe(5l  to  themfelves, 
feized  the  king  at  Newport,  conducted  him  under  guard  ^ 

to  Hurji-cajile,  prefented  a  remonftrance  to  the  houfeof 
commons  againft  any  further  treaty,  and  infifted  on 
bringing  him  and  his  adherents  to  juflice.     The  houfe 

was  now  alarmed they  voted  that  the  feizure  of  the 

King  was  without  their  knowledge  or  confent,  and  that 
his  conceffions  to  the  propofitions  upon  the  treaty  were 
a  fufficient  ground  to  proceed  upon  for  the  fettlement 
of  the  kingdom.  Whereupon  the  army  marched  up 
to  Lond'^n,  feized  and  imprifoned  a  good  number  of  the 
members,  and  hindered  very  many  more  from  going 
into  the  houfe ;  whereby  it  came  to  pafs,  that  every 
thing  was  carried  according  to  their  own  determina- 
tions. This  exclufion  and  force  on  the  houfe  was  on 
the  fixth   of  December,    one  thoufand   fix  hundred  and 

forty-eight. On  the  next  day,  at  the  requeft  of  an 

eminent  man  in  the  army,  the  following   petition  was 
N  4  printed. 
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PrUes  purge,  fropi  the  officer  employed  to 

feize 

printed.  I  give  it  as  a  curiofity  to  the  reader,  who 
jnay  confider  it  as  valuable,  on  account  of  the  matter 
and  the  manner ;  however,  as  it  has  efcaped  the  dotico 
of  other  writers,  it  will  have  the  merit  of  novelty 
here. 

J  To  the  right  honourable  Thomas  Lord  Fairfax, 
*  our  faithful  general, 

*  The  humble   petition  of  all   the  officers  and  foldiers 
^  of  the   regiment  commanded    by  colonel   Thomas 

'  Pride^ 

^  Humbly  flieweth, 

«  W/HEREAS  it  hath  pleafed  the  Lord  of  Hoft$ 
^  (who  was  called  upon  to  decide  the  controverfy 

*  of  this    nation)  to   write   his  name  upon  your  fword 

*  in   very  legible   charadlers,   as  appears   upon   record 

*  twice,  viz.  in  the  year —45,  where  we  had  114  vic- 
^  tories,  and  now  this  laft  fumqier  above  30,  even  to 
'  our  aftonifhment,  who  were  ufed  by  you  in  that  fer- 

*  vice,  that  thofe  proud  billows  in  IVaks^  England  and 
^  Scotland,  have  been  bounded  and  calmed,  in  lefs  than 

*  fix  months  ;  and  when  through  many  tirefome  marches 
^  and  conflictings  with  many  deaths  (to  fay  no  more, 
^  left  we  be  counted  boafters)  we  thought  when  the 
'  north  and  the  fouth  wind  had  thus  blown  upon  the 
^  garden,  that  the  fpjces  would  have  flown  out:  behold 
^  we  have  our  forrows  r^P^^ted,  and  our  fears  increaf- 

*  ed,  making  our  wounds  even  to  bleed  afrefti.     For, 

*  }.  We  find    many  good  and  juft  petitions  from  city, 

*  country  and  army,  not  only  unanfwered,  laid  by,  and 

*  flighted,  but  alfo  things  contrary  to  their  honeft  de- 

*  fires  pradized  ;  which  appears  firft,  by  treating  with  a 
f  conquered  enemy,  contrary  to  the  vote  of  non-addref- 
f  fes,  againft   which  this  army  is  engaged  by  life  and 

*  death  y 
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i'eize  and  iecure  the  members.     High  com-* 

plaints 

death  j  yea,  and  to  make  the  treaty  the  fruits. pf  our 
vi£tories  over  the  Scots^  refolvingto  beg  mercy  of  him, 
the  very  hour  that  army  of  his  was  begging  mercy  of 
us.  Secondly,  not  only  treating,  but  falling  from 
their  refolved  propofitions,  efpecially  in  that  of  delin- 
quents, fro.n  37  not  to  be  fpared  to  7,  and  thofe  nei- 
ther confjdcrable,  nor  attainable,  mocking  the  people 
in  their  covenant,  which  is  to  bring  thefe  to  condign 
punifhment,  and  as  if  that  were  not  enough,  to  abate 
(o  much  in  compofitions  of  the  reli,  (as  if  fuch  a 
compliance  was  intended)  as  we  ftiould  change  con- 
ditions with  the  enemy,  and  fight  and  conquer  our- 
felves  into  flavery.  Thirdly,  to  add  more  load  to  the 
grieved  petitioners,  their  beft  friends,  and  gratify  the 
worft  of  enemies,  14  days  more  is  granted,  tendring 
a  compiyance  upon  any  terms ;  yea,  though  by  agree- 
ment, he  hath  taken  upon  him  the  blood  of  the  three  king~ 
dams  :  and  to  leave  us  hopelefs  of  any  good  by  him, 
he  abets  his  fon  in  that  pyracy,  and  Ormondm  that  re- 
newed confpiracy  againlt  that  little  proteftant  blood 
unexhaufted  in/'^/-3«^.  Nor  can  we  but  be  thought- 
ful why  fome  notice  might  not  have  been  given  to 
your  excellency  and  army,  concerning  a  treaty,  fmce 
our  truftees  have  fo  often  acknowledged  God  to  have 
fentthem  prefervation  by  this  hand,  but  we  only  point 
at  that.  We  take  leave  to  tell  your  excellency  what 
you  hear  of  daily  to  your  intuHerable  grief,  the  army 
muft  be  made  again  the  burthenfome  ftone  to  the  pec.v 
pie  (which  is  no  new  defign)  by  their  non-payment, 
and  even  then  (if  ever)  it  had  fweat  blood  for  their 
(afety,  by  whom  thus  unworthily  neglected  we  muft 
profefs  not  an  ingenious  foldier  of  the  meanefl  rank, 
but  doth  blufli  to  receive  his  unpayed  for  entertain- 
ment;  and  the  rather,  i.  Becaufe  unexpectedly  re- 
turns to  it.  2.  Becaufe  the  country  pays  their  taxes, 
3.  Becatjfe  bad  men  are  enriched  by  it.  4.  Becaufe 
ftame  and  contempt  will  be  the  foldiers  portion.     5. 

'  Be- 


i86  THELIFEOF 

plaints  were  made  of  this  adion,  as  infolent, 

unjuft, 

*  Becaufe  it  ftill  fows  feed  of  new  broils  where  people 
'  are  thus  abufed.     Sir,  we  have  much  to  complain  of, 

*  but  of  nothing  more  than  that  the  main  ends  of  thefe 
'  wars,  crowned  with  mercy  even  to  miracle,  are  not 

*  reaped,   the  fox   stealing  that  from  us   by   fubtilty, 

*  which  the  lyon  could  not  tear  by  cruelty.     Where- 

*  fore  in  cur  own  names,  and  the  names  of  the  betrayed, 

*  abufed    people  of  England^  we   humbly  befeech  your 

*  excellencies  affiftance  of  us,  and  concurrence  with  us, 

*  in  thefe  enfuing  rcquefts  and  groans  of  our  fouls,  which 

*  may  not  long  be  denied  us,  lelt  we  faint  or  ftruggle  as 

*  we  can,  for  the  life  of  good  men  and  a  good  caufe. 

I.  That  juftice  may  fuddenly  and  equally  be  difpenfed 

*  according  to  the  defires  of  our  honoured  friends  in  Lon- 

*  don,  Leicejlerjh'ire,  and  others,  manifefted   by  their  fe- 

*  veral  petitions,  and  the  parliament's  declaration  con- 

*  cerning  the  King's  evils  afferted  ;  or  bewailed   and  re- 
«  pented, 

'  '  II.  That  your  army  be  inflantly  reckoned  withall, 

'  and  paid,  and  fo dealt  with  for  the  future  (if  they  muft 

*  be  ufed)  that  every    regiment  may  know  their  own 

*  county,  and  there  receive  their  pay  immediately,  with- 

*  out  any  other  treafurers  or  ways  of  trouble,   that  fo 

*  the  people  themfelves  may  fee  what  they  have  for  their 

*  money.     In  this  we  are  impatient,  or  fo  paffionately 

*  afFedled,  that  we  gafpe  for  help.     This  regiment  haih 

*  had  but  one  month's  pay  fince  May.^  having  marched 

*  1300  miles  this  fummer.  * 

'  JII.  That  the  people  may  know  in  print,  with  ;ill 

*  fpeed,  which  way  all  public  monies  are  difpofed  of  in 

*  all  counties  and  places,  and  that  of  all  kinds  ;  which 
'  may  be  done,   if  every  coileftor  and  receiver  of  money 

*  be  forthwith  enjoined  to  print  their  receipts  and  dif- 
'  burfements,  for  if  the  foldiers  be  not  paid,   the  people 

*  afk  what's  become  of  the  revenue,  compofitions,  fe- 

*  queftrations,  excife,  lands,   l^c. 

«  IV. 
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unjuft,  tyrannical,  and  fubverfive  of  the  free- 
dom 


*  IV.  That  we  may  have  a  juft  and  righteous  govern- 

*  ment  fettled  in   this   nation,  advancing  godlinefs,    we 

*  abhorring  anarchy,    confufion,     and    levelling  men's 

*  eftates,  fo  often  charged  upon  us :  for  which  ends  we 

*  defire  thefe  tv/o  things,  fn  purfuance  of  which  (by  help 
'  from  heaven)  we  refolve  to  venture  our  all.  Firft,  that 
'  the  grand  and  capital  enemies,  may,  without  delay, 
'  be  brought  to  juflice,  which  is  the  main  root  of  our 

*  mifery,  we  finding  all  other  ways  attempted   altoge- 

*  thcr  invalid  to  carry  on  this  work  of  common  fafety. 

*  Secondly,  for  the  difpatch  of  juftice  upon  all  delin- 
'  quents,  for  the  rectifying  all  crooked  things  among 
'  us,  and  for  the  good  of  us  and  the  generations  to  come, 

*  we  humbly  conceive  our  laii  and  fureft  way  will   be 

*  for  your  excellency  and  the  army,  to    make  a  fpeedy 

*  offer  to  the  commons  houfe  in  your  name  and  the  ar- 
'  mies,  and  in  behalf  of  all  England^  that  fuch  of  them 
'  as  have  been  faithful  to  the  kingdoms  intercfl,  declare 

*  with  you  and  the  nation  ;  and  that  the  contrary  mind- 
'  ed,  falfe,  royal,  and  neutral  party  may  know,  that 
'  our  enemies  muft  not  be  our  ruler.s,  we  profeffing  that 

*  good  men,  rather  than  good  laws,  muftfaveus,  though 
'  w?  disjoin  them  not.     And  to  this  laft  work  we  hum- 

*  bly  incite  your  excellency,  the  army,  and  all  true  E>:g' 
'  liih  hearts ;  without  which  we  fhall  not  forbear  any 
'  means  the  Lord  fhall  diredl:  us  to,  whereby  we  may 

*  free  ourfelvcs,  from  the  guilt  of  enflaving  the  kingdom, 

*  to  one,  or   more ;  and  if  any   fhall  objeCf,  we  put 

*  violence  upon  authority,  we  hereby  proclaim  to  the 
'  world,  that  neither  your  excellency  nor  ourfelves  have 
'  received  commiflions    from    the   parliament  as   now 

*  conftituted,  the   fwaying   part   thereof,  (as   lately  in 

*  Scotland)  brought  over  to  the  King's  defigns  :  but  from 

*  that  good  party  in  it,  who  flruggled  through  many  ha- 

*  zards,  to  model  this  army  for  the  kingdoms  fafety: 

*  Nor  are  we  to  attend  forms  and  cuftoms  in  this  ex- 
'  tremity  J  we  can  as  willingly  fet  down  as  march,  fuf- 

*  fer 
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dom   of  the  parliament.     Others,    on   the. 

con- 

*  fer  as  aft,  would  but  the  godly  party  in  the  kingdom 

*  call  us   thereunto,  and  think  themfelvcs  preferved  l?y 

*  it.  Eut  the  people  call  to  us  for  thefe  things,  and  wc 
'  to  your   excellency,  your  known  worth   inviting  us 

*  hereunto  5  in  profecution  of  which,  a^  an  unparalleled 

*  inftrument,  we  fhall  live  or  dye  with  your  excellency, 
'  having  fokmnly  promifed,  in  anfwer  to  the  wonders 
*■  God  hath  wrought  amongft  us,  to  attempt  and  attend 

*  thefe  two  laft  expedients  through  all  hazards.  We 
'  cannot  (o  undervalue  our  God,  and  the  rich  experience 

*  we  have  had  in  behalf  of  this  nation,  as  to  fee  them 
'  lie  (like  Ilfachar)  under  thefe  firvful  burdens,  our  colds, 
'  heats,  nakednefs,  want,  hunger,  hardftips,  diiEculties, 
*■  dangers,  cares,  fears,  out  of  which   our   blefled    and 

*  ever  to  be  praifed   Gud,  hath  brou;jht  us,  fuggefting 

*  thefe  things  unto  us,  for  that  flock  of  flaughter  in  this 
m  Mode-    *  kingdom.     Sir,  we  can   dye,  but   not  endure  to  fee 

late  Intel.    *  our  mother  England  dye  before  us  (/).' From  this 

Kfcncer,      addrcfs   is   eafjly  to   be  collected  the  fpirit  of  the  arnny, 
^''t'        the  principles  o^1  which  it  a£ted,  the  authoirity  it  afTun^- 

ed,  and  the  hazard  of  eontefting  with  it.  It  appears  to 
have  looked  on  itfelf  as  an  independant  body,  capable 
of  advifing,  directing  and  giving  the  law  to  the  fenate 
and  people  of  England.  This  was  the  eiFe6l  of  the  felf- 
denying  ordinance,  which  was  forefeen  by  many,  and 
now  felt  by  all.  What  was  alledged  in  defence  of  thefe 
proceedings  of  the  army,  will  be  found  in  the  follow- 
ing note.  I  cannot  but  obferve  here  to  the  reader,  the 
fpirit  of  the  Engl'Jh  royalifts  at  this  time.  The  Scots 
had  raifed  an  army  in  aid  of  the   King,  the  parliament 

was  garbelled  for  treating  of  a  peace  with    him was 

not  this  meritorious  in  the  eye  of  a  cavalier?  Far  from 
it-r-at  this  very  time,  both  Scots  and  parliament  were 
treated  with  the  utmoft  virulence  and  contempt  by  thofe 
very  perfons,  for  whofe  mafter  they  had  fubjefled  them- 
felves  to  the  greatefl  inconvcniencies.  Speaking  of  the 
army  under  Ha?mliony  and   its  defeat,  a  writer  cf  this 

time 
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contrary,  have  attempted  to  vindicate  it,  and 

apo- 

time  has  the  following  expreflions.     *  It  was  never  yet 

*  known  that  the  blew  bonnet  would  enter  lills  upon 
'  the  gilded  promifes  of  a  public  faith,  or  the  huxters 

*  coW  hopes  of  beft  be  truft.     And  when  all  this  is  done; 

*  be  confident,  their  hands  will  be  more  ready   to  re* 

*  ceive  it,  than  their  hearts  to  earn  it.  It  has  ever  been 
'  obferved  of  the  peafantry  of  that  nation,  that  they 
'  could  feed   better  tlian  fight.     Plundering  was   their 

*  only  mafter  piece:  which  they  could  finger  with  fuch 
'  dexterity,  as  if  they  had  been  nurfed  and  bred  up  in 
'  that  trade  from  their  infancy.'—; — And  again — *  What 

*  elfe  could  be  expc6led  by  Caiidon^  being  by  chronolo- 

*  gifts  rendered  to  be  the  emblem  of  difloyalty ;  a  ftran-     ,  _, 

*  get  to  equity;  an  harbour  for  injury ;  the  magazine  [^ygj  Sacri- 

'  of  iniquity;  the  counterfeit  of  amity  {m),' W  ith  fice  prefent- 

refpedl:  to   the  members  of  parliament  excluded  by  the  ^^ '"  ^^^ 
army,  they  were  treated  in  the  like  fcurrilous  manner  by  Deaths  of 

the  fame  party  ift  the  following  verfes.  SirChariw    v 

Lucas  and 

<  Farewell  ye  race  oi  Judas  that  betray*d  u^c^^Xj. 

*  The  King  your  royal  mafter ;  and  have  lay'd  38-  timo. 

*  Such  burthens  on  our  (boulders,  God  on  high  *^*** 
'  Grant  you  a  dire  and  bloody  tragedie. 

*  You  were  the  champions  of  a  wicked  caufe ; 

*  You  have  unthron'd  your  fovereigne ;  and  the  laws 

*  By  you  are  quite  fubverted :  you  have  rent 

*  In  pieces  a  moft  blefled  government. 

*  Now  let  their  juft  and  woful  cries  and  tears, 

*  Whom  you  made  widowes  pierce  th'  Almighties earfij 

*  And  let  thofe  orphans,  who  by  your  exprefte 

*  Have  loft  their  fathers,  and  are  fatherlefle ; 

*  Roare  loud  for  deadly  vengeance,  and  God  grant 

'  As  they,  your  wives  and  children  may  know  want, 
'  We'll  to  your  graves  your  herfes  laughing  bring, 

*  Inftead  of  dirges  we  will  carolls  fing: 
'  In  joyful  ftrains  we'll  pen  your  elegies, 

*  A«d  chronicle  your  ftinking  numories. 

•  Say- 
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apologize  for  Cromwell,  the  author  and  abet- 
tor 


(»)  Mercu-       '  Saying  here  lies,   (and  no  man  doth  lament) 
rius  Prag-        {  'pjjg  rotten  members  of  a  parliamei^t  («).* 

maticus,  *  ^    '  ^ 

Dec.  19, 

1648.              Lord    Clarendon's  treatment    of  thefe  gentlemen,  as 
(o)Seevol.   ^gjj  25  (.f^g  Scottijh  nation,  is  not  much  more  decent  [0). 
an/240.      Milton  therefore  feems  to  have  had  re'afon  for  cau- 
tioning ihem  *  To  beware  an  old  and  perfect  enemy, 

*  who  though  he  hope  by  fowing  difcord  to  make  them 

*  his  inftruments,  yet  cannot  forbear  a  minute  the  open 
{j>)  Tenure  *  threatning  of  his  defperate  revenge  upon  them,  when 
"'^H^M^^f  '  ^^^y  ^zve  ferved  his  purpofes  (/>).'  A  caution  how- 
tratesjinhis  ever  reifonable,  yet  negledted  by  thofe  concerned,  till 
Works,  vol.  their  old  and  perfect  enemy  had  opportunity  of  fati- 
»-P-357-      ating  the  defperate  revenge  he  had  threatned.     But  to 

proceed,  in  all  this  affair  of  the  excjufion  of  the  mem- 
bers, Cromweirs  name  appears  not.  Nay  Mr.  Ludlovo 
tells  us,  *  that   lieutenant-general   Ctomzvell  the   night 

*  after  the  interruption  of  the  houfe  arrived  from  Scot" 

*  land  and  lay  at  IVhitthall^  where,  and  at  other  places, 
'  he  declared  he  had  not  been  acquainted  with  this  de- 

P  272^  *  '  fig"j  y^*^  ^'"^^  '^  was  done,  he  was  glad  of  it, 'and 
(r)  SeeFla- '  would  cndcavour  to  maintain  it  (y).'  Others  fay,  *  it 
geilum,  p.  «  ^as  done  by  CronnvelN  command  (r).'  However 
this  be,  we  need  not  doubt  but  Ireion^  and  the  other 
chief  officers  concerned,  were  fully  fatisfied  they  had 
Cromwell's  approbation.  They  would  not  have  taken 
fuch  a  ftep  without  it.  For  though  Fairfax  was  eafy 
and  manageable,  CromweU  was  very  different,  nor  would 
he  have  failed  (hewing  his  refentment  againft  thofe  who 
fliould  have  prefumed  to  have  afted  oppofite  to  his  will. 
His  declarations  on  this  head  are  not,  1  think,  much  to 
be  regarded.  Politicians  have  a  language  of  their  own. 
They  abound  with  quirks,  lubtelties  and  diftindions  j 
they  explain  away  and  interpret  as  they  imagine  will  beft 
fuit  their  circumftances  and  conveniences.  To  all  this, 
if  we  add  CromwelCs  known  diffimulation,  we  fh all  fee 
little  caufe  to  rely  much  on  them.  I  will  clofe  this  note 
♦  with 
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tor  of  it.  Their  reafons  will  be  found  be- 
low (ff).     What  followed  is  well  known — 

Suffice 

with  obferving  that  the  houfc  of  commons  having  no- 
tice of  the  feizing  of  their  members,  with  great  feeming 
earneftnefs  applved  to  the  general  for  their  relcafe,  and 
declared    it  to  be  their  pofitive  pleafure  that   they  be  ^ 

forthwith  difcharged ;  but  no  anfwer  fatisfa£lory  being 
returned,  they  were  forced  to  fubmit,  perhaps  not  un- 
willingly, to  the  lofs  of  them.  This  was  on  the  feventh 
of  December,  when  it  was  *  Refolved  to  give  hearty 
'  thanks  to  Cromwell  for  very  great  and  eminently  faith- 
'  ful  fervices  performed  by  him  to  this  parliament  and 

*  kingdom,  both  in  this   kingdom  and  the  kingdom  of 

*  Scotland^  and  Mr.  Speaker  did  accordingly  give  hifti 

*  the  very  hearty  thanks  of  this  houfe  (j).'  (0  JcumaJ. 

(ff)  Thi  reajons  for  purging  the  houfe  of  commons^  and 
the  apology  fur  Cromwell  on  that  head,  are  here  to  be  given. ^ 
On  the  I  ith  of  December  the  fecluded  and  fecured  mem- 
bers publiftied  a  printed  paper,  intituled  *  A  folemrte 
proteliation  of  the  imprifoned  and  fecluded  members  of 
the  commons  houfe:  againft  the  horrid  force  and  vio- 
lence of  the  officers  and  foldiers  of  the  army,  on  Wednef- 
day  and  Thurfday.  laft,  the  6th  and  7th  of  December^ 
16^8.*     In  this  proteftation    *  They   folemnly  proteffc 

*  and  declare  to  the  whole  kingdom,  that  this  execrable 
'  force  and   open  violence  upon  their  perfons,  and  the 

*  whole  houfe  of  commons,  by  the  officers  and  army 
'  under  their  command,   in    marching  up  againft  their 

*  command  and  placing  flrong  armed  guards  of  horfe 
'  and  foot  upon  them,  without,  and  againft  their  order, 
'  was  the  higheft  and  moft  deteftable  force  and  breach 

*  of  priviledge  and  freedom  ever  offered  to  any  parlia- 

*  ment  o(  England  i  and  that  all  afts,  ordinances,  votes 

*  and  proceedings  of  the  faid  houfe  made  fince  the  6th 

*  of  December  aforefaid,  or  hereafter  to  be  made  during 

*  their  reftraint  and  forcible  feclufion  from   the  houfe, 

*  and  the  continuance  of  the  armies  force  upon  it,   were 

*  no  way  obligatory,  but  void  and  null  to  all  intents  and 

*  pur- 
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Suffice  it  therefore  to  fay  that  the  votes  of  n6 

more 

*  purpofes.     And  that  all  contrivers  of,  aftors  in,  an<f 

*  affiftants   to  this   unparalleled  force   and    treafonable 

*  armed  violence,  were  open  enemies  tOj  and  profefled 

*  fubverters   of  the    priviledges,  rights  and   freedom  of 

*  parliament,  and  difturbers  of  the  peace  and  fettlement 

*  of  the  kingdom;   and  ought   to  be  proceeded  againft 

*  as  fuch  :  and  that  all  members  of  parliannent  and  com- 

*  moners  of  Enzhnd,  by  their  folemn  covenant  and  duty, 
'  under  pain  of  deepeft  perjury  and  eternal  ihfamy,  were 

*  obliged  unanimonfly  to  oppofc  and  endeavour  to  their 

*  utmolt  power  to  bring  them  to  exemplary  and   con- 
•■  digne  punifliment  for  this  tranfcendent  oftence,  tend- 

*  ing  to  the  diflblution  of  the  prefent,  aid  fubverfion 
fr)Walker'$'  of  all  future  parliaments,  and  of  the  fundamental  go- 
fad^^Xdl  '  vernment  and  laws  of  the  land  (/).'  This  bold  pro- 
ey,  partii.  teftation  being  complained  of  in  the  houfe  of  commons^ 
p.  35.          and  the   houfe  of  lords,  produced   a  joint  declaration 

from  them,  in  which  '  They  judged  and  declared,  the 

*  faid  printed  paper  to  be  falfe,  fcindalous  and  feditiousj 

*  and  tending  todeftroy  the  vifible  fundamental  govern- 
,'  ment  of  the  kingdom:  and  therefore  ordered  and  or- 

'  dained  the  faid   printed  paper  to  be  fupprefled  ;  and 

*  all  perfons  whatfoevcr  that  had  had  any    hand  in,  or 

*  given  confent  unto  the  contriving,  framing,   printing 

*  or  publifliing  thereof,  were  adjudged  uncapable  to  bear 
'  any  office,  or  have  any  place  of  truft  or  authority  in 

*  the  kingdom,  or  to  fit  as  members  of  either  houfe  of 

*  parliamtnt.     And    they   farther  ordered,    that    every 

*  member  of  either  houfe  that  were  then  abfent,  upon 
'  his  firft  coming  to  fit  in  that  houfe  whereof  he   was  a 

*  member,  for  the  manifeftation  of  his  innocency,  (houfd 

*  difavow  anddifclaijn,  his  having  any  hand  in,  or  giv- 

*  ing  confent  unto  the  contriving,  framing,  printing  or 

*  publifliing  of  the    faid   paper,  or  the   matter  therein 

(«)  Id,  p.     «  contained  (?/).' Here   are  no  reafons  we  fee  given 

^^*  to  juftify  the  exclufion. We  muft  feek  them  elfe- 

where  then,  that  is,  in  the  writings  of  the  advocates  for 

the 
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more  addreflcs  were  re-afTumed  3  the  tranf- 

aftions 


the  army,  and  the  admirers  of  the  change  which  foon 
after  happened.  Befides  thofe  which  may  be  collevSted 
from  the  petition  in  the  foregoing  note,  the  following 
have  been  offered  to  the  public. 

I.   Mr.  Ludlow  writes  that  *  Some  of  our  commif- 
'  fioners  who  had   been    with  the  King  [at  Aewport] 

*  pleaded  in  the  houfe  for  a  concurrence  with   him,  as 

*  if  they   had  been  employed    by  him  ;    though  others 

*  with  more  ingenuity  acknowledged  that  they  would 
'  not  advife  an  agreement  upon  thofe  terms,  were  it  not 

*  to  prevent  a  greater  evil  that  was  like  to  enfue  upon 
'  the   refufal    of  them.     But   Sir  Henry  Var.e  fo  truly 

*  ftated  the  matter  of  fail  relating  to  the  treaty,  and  \'o 
'  evidently  difcovercd  thedefign  and  deceit  of  the  King's 

*  anfwer,  that  he  made  it  clear  to  us,  that  by  it  the  juf- 
'  tice  of  our  caufe  was  not  afferted,  nor  our  rights  fe- 

*  cured  for  the  future;  concluding  that  if  they  fhould 

*  accept  of  thefe  terms  without  the  concurrence  9f  the 

*  army,  it  would  prove  but  a  feather  in  their  caps : 
'  notwithftanding  which,  the  corrupt  party  in  the  houfe 

*  having  bargained  for  their  own  and  the  nation's  liberty, 

*  refolved  to  break  through  all  hazards  and  inconveni- 
'  encies  to  make  good  their  contrad^,  and  after  twenty 

*  four  hours  debate,  refolved  by   the  plurality  of  votes, 

*  that  the  King's  conceffions  were  ground  for  a  future 
'  fcttlement.  At  which  fome  of  us  expreffing  our  dif- 
'  fatisfaflion,  defired  that  our  proteftation  might  be  en- 
'  tered  ;  but  that  being  denied^  as  againft  the  orders  of 

*  the  houfe,  I  contented  myfelf  to  declare  publicly, 
'  that  being  convinced  that  they  had  defcrted  the  com- 
'  mon  caufe  and  intereft  of  the  nation,   I  could  no  lon- 

*  ger  join  with  them ;  the  reft  of  thofe  who  dilTented. 

*  alfo,  expreffing  themfelves  much  to  the  fame  purpofe* 

*  The  day  following,  fome  of  t'p.e   principal  officers  of 

*  the  army  came  to  London,  with  expectation  that  things 

*  would  be  brought  to  this  iflue;  and  confuhing  with 

*  fome  members  of  parliament    and  others,  it  was  con^ 

O  *  cludtd. 
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fldions  cf  the  parliament  with  the  King    in 

the 


*  eluded,  after  a  full  and  free  debate,  that  the  meafurcs 

*  taken  by  the  parliament  were  contrary  to  the  truit  re- 

*  poled  in  them,  and  tending  to  contract  the  guilt  of  the 

*  blood  that  had  been  fhed    upon  themfelves  and  the 
'  nation  :  that  it  was  therefore  the  duty  of  the  iarmy  to 

*  endeavour  to  put  a  flop  to  fuch  proceedings  j  having 

*  engaged  in   the  war,  not  fimply  as  mercenaries,  but 

*  out  of  judgment  and  confcience,  being  ccnvince?d  that 

*  the  caufe  in  which  they  were  engaged  was  juft,  and 
p.  ztQ.  ^    *  ^hat  the  good  of  the  people  was  involved  in  it  (^).' 

2.  In  anfwer  to  the  illegality  of  the  aft,  and  the  in- 
competency of  the  adtors,  who  aflumed  a  jurifdidlion  to 
which  they  had  no  right,  even  from  thofe  for  whofe 
good  and  benefit  they  pretended  to  have  done  this :  in 
anfwer  to  thefe  and  the  like  obje£lions  it  was  faid, 
'  That  it  was  lawful  for  any  man,  even  by  violence,  to 

*  wreft  a  fword  out  of  the  hand  of  a  m^d-man,  though 

*  it  be  never  fo  legally  his  from  whom  it  is  wrefled  ; — 

*  That  there  is  no  clyent  that  hath  entertained  a  lawyer, 

*  or  advocate  tQ   plead   his  caufe,  but  upon  difcovery, 

*  yea  or  jealoufy,  of  prevarication,  or  falfe-heartednefs 

*  to  him  in  his  caufe,   may  lawfully  difcharge  him,  hi§ 

*  entertainment  notwithftanding  ; — That  it  was  ridicu- 

*  lous  to  pretend  a  want  of  call  from  the  people,   againfl 

*  the  lawfulnefs  of  fuch  an  a6t,  which   was  of  that  fo- 

*  vereigne  ncceffity  for  their  benefit  and  good,   as  the 

*  actions  of  the  army  were ;  efpecially  at  fuch   a  time 
<  when  there  was  no  poffibility  of  obtaining  or  receiv- 

*  ing  a  formal  call  from  the  people,   without  running  an 

*  eminent  hazard  of  lofingthe  opportunity  for  doing  that 

*  excellent  fervice  to  them.-^ Mens  confents  unto  all 

*  a£ts  manifefily  tending  to  their  relief,  are  fufficiently 
^            •  exprtfled  in  their  wants  and  neccflities.     But  the  peo- 

*  pie  do  not  judge  the  proceedings  of  the  army  agair.ft 

*  the  parliament-men  as  tending  to  their  relief  or  wel-' 
'  fare  in  any  kind,  but  as  contrary  to  both,  nor  do  they 

*  give  fo  much  as  their  fubfequent  confents  thereunto  ; 

»  -I 
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the   ifle  of  IVtgbt  condemned;  the  general 


was 


*  — I  anfvver  that  phyficians  called  to  the  care  and  cure 
'  of  perfons    under    dlftempers,  need   not  much    ftand 

*  upon  the  confents  of  fuch  patients,  either  fubfequentj 
'  or  antecedent,  about  what  they  adminifter  unto  them. 

'  If  the  people  be  uncapable  in  themfelves,  of  the  things  . 
'  of  their  peace,  it  is  an  atSl  of  fo  much  the  more  good- 

*  nefs  and   mercy  in  thofe,   who  being  fully  capable  of 

*  them,  will   engage   themfelves   accordingly  to  make 
'  provifion  for  them.     It  is  a  deed  of  charity  and  chrifti- 

*  anity,  to  fave  the  life  of  a  lunatick  or  diftradled  per- 

*  fon,  even  againft  his  will.     Defides  it  is  a  ruled  cafe 

*  amongft:  wile  men,    that  if  a  people  be  depraved  and 
«  corrupt,  fo  as  to  confer  places  of  power  and  truft  upon 

*  wicked  and  undeferving  men,  they  forfeit  their  power 

«  in  this  behalf  unto  thofe  that  are  good,  though  but  a  ^tVj\ 

,  .  .*',  .'^  ,.      Goodwin  S 

'  few  (;/).' — Aquinas  is  referred  to  m  the  margm  for  this  Right  and 
curious  docStrine,  which  perhaps  will  not  be  v/ell  relifh-  Might  well 
ed  by  moft  of  my  readers.     But  to  go  on  — «  That  the  ^"^^'li^^"* 

*  judgment  or  fentence  of  the   army  upon  thefe   men.  Lend.  i6,8. 

*  as  meet  to  be  difpofllfled  of  their  parliamentary  inter- 

<  eft,    was  not  erroneous,  but  every  way  juft,   and  ac- 

*  cording  to  the  truth,  ftands  clear  upon  this  ground  : 

*  vi-z..  That  they  were  become  renegadoes  from  their 

*  truft,   and  adied  by  their  counfels,  debates,  votes,  and 
'  intereft,  in  a  diametrical  oppofition  to  the  peace  and 

<  fafety  of 'the  kingdom,  and  to  publick  good. 

*  Yea  the  tenour  of  their  parliamentary  actings  before 

*  their  removal  from  the  houfe,   in  the  known  dialedl  of 

*  political  prophecy,  pfefaged  nothing  but  ruin  and  de-  ' 
*■  ftru6tion,  to  the  liberties  of  the  free-born  fubjedls  of 

*  the  kingdom  in  general,  and  to  the  lives  and  eftates  of 

*  many    thoufands  in   the  kingdom,  whom   they  flood 
'  bound   in  confcience  irl  a  fpecial  manner  to  protect. 

*  For  what  could  that  grand  encouragement,  which  they 
'  adminiftred   by  their  votes  to   a  potent  party  of  men 

*  in  the  kingdom,  who  had  fo  lately,  and  with  fo  high 

*  an  hasd,  aded  hoftility  againil  the  peace  and  liberties 

O  2  «  of 
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was  ordered  to  keep  the  King  in  fafe  cullo- 

dy. 


of  the  people,  and  agalnft  the  lives  of  thofewho  flood 
up  to  protect  them,  not  having  given  the  leaft  over- 
ture of  any  relenting  in  their  old  principles,  but  were 
now  through  that  extremity  of  pain  which  they  lye 
under,  having  been  fo  often,  and  fo  deeply  bitten, 
and  ftung  by  the  fidelity  and  valour  of  the  army,  more 
enraged  in  their  fpirits,  than  ever;  what  could,  I  fay, 
fuch  encouragement,  given  by  fuch  hands  unto  fuch 
men,  but  portend,  either  a  re-imbroyling  of  this  al- 
ready miferably  wafted  nation,  in  wars  and  blood,  or 
elfe  the  neceffity  of  a  patient  and  quiet  fubjedtion  of 
the  nation  to  the  iron  yoke  of  perpetual  tyranny  and 
bondage,  together  with  the  certain  ruin  of  the  lives 
and  eftates  of  thofe,  who  had  fhewed  moft  faithful- 
nefs  and  courage  in  the  defence  of  the  parliament  and 
the  kingdom's  liberties,  in  oppofing  the  King  and  his^ 
party,  if  the  army  had  not  preventingly  interpofed  as 
they  did  ?  The  by-paft  anions  of  men,  efpecially 
fuch,  which  they  have  for  any  confiderable  fpace  of 
time  inured  themfelves  unto,  are  prophetical  of  what 
their  future  actions  are  like  to  be,  if  opportunity  pa* 
ralleleth.  I'he  civil  law  faith,  that  he  that  hath  in- 
jured one,  hath  threatned  many:  and  by  the  rule  of 
proportion,  he  that  hath  injured  many  hath  threatned 
all  (z): 

3.  Mi'ton  obferves  on  this  fubjecl,  that  '  Emulations 
are  incident  among  military  men,  and  are,  if  they  ex- 
ceed not,  pardonable.  But,  adds  he,  fome  of  the  for- 
mer army,  eminent  enough  for  their  own  martial 
deeds,  and  prevalent  in  the  houfe  of  commons,  touch- 
ed with  envy  to  be  fo  far  out- done  by  a  new  model 
which  they  contemned,  took  advantage  of  Prefbyte- 
rian  and  Lidependent  names,  and  the  virulence  of 
fome  miniflers,  to  raife  difturbance.  And  the  war  be- 
ing then  ended,  thought  flightly  to  have  difcarded 
them,  who  had  faithfully  done  the  work,  without 
their  due  pay^  and  the  reward  of  their  invincible  va- 

*  lour. 
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dy,  and  take  care  that  he  go  not  awayj  and 

finally, 

'  lour.     But  they  who  had  the  fword  yet  in  their  hands, 

*  difdaining  to  be  made   the  firft  objects  of  ingratitude 

*  and  oppreffion,  after  all   that  expence  of  their  blood 

*  for  juftice  and  common  liberty,  feizing  upon  the  King 

*  their  prifoncr,  whom  nothing  but  theii  matchlefs  deeds 

*  had   brought   fo  low  as  to  furrender  up  his  perfnn  : 

*  though  he,  to  ftir  up  new  difcord,  chofe  rather  to  give 

'  up  himfelf  a  captive  to  his  own  countrymen  who  had  (a)Profe 

*  lefs  won  him  (a).'  .W"^'^'='  ■^• 
This  is  taken  from  the  Iconoda/^es.     Tn  his  *  Pro  P.-  **  P**'*" 

pulo  Anglicario  Deftnfto^'  after  fp^aking  in  difpraife  of  the 
treaty  in  the  ifle  of  IVight^  and  of  the  members  of  the 
parliament  who  approved  it,  in  terms  of  great  feverity, 
he  proceeds  in  the  manner  following;  *  Quid  illi  interea 
qui  integri  tam  peftifera  agitari  confilia  videbant  ?  An 
ideo  deelTc  patiias,  faluti  fuorum  non  profpicere  debue- 
rant,  eo  quod  iftius  mali,  contagio  in  ipforum  ordi- 
nem  penetraverat  ?  Atquis  iftos  exclufit  male  fanos  ? 
Exercitus,  inquis,  Anglicanus,'  id  eft,  non  externo- 
rum,  fed  fortiflimorum  &  fidifHmorum  civium ;  quo- 
rum tribuni  plerique,  Senatores  ipfi  erant,  quos  illi 
boni  exclufi  patria  ipfa  excludendos,  &  in  Hiberniam 
procul  ablegandos  e.^^  cenfuerant;  dum  Scoti  interim 
dubia  jam  fide  quatuor  Angliae  provincias  fuis  finibus 
proximas  magnis  copiis  infulebant,  firmiffima  earum 
regionum  oppida  praefidiis  tenebant,  regem  ipfum  in 
cuilodia  habcbant:  dum  ipfi  etiam  fadtiones  fuorum 
atque  tumultus,  parlamento  pJufquam  minaces,  &  in 
urbe  &  in  agris  paflim  fovebant,  qui  tumultus  paulo 
port  in  bellum  non  civile  folum,  fed  &  Scoticum  illud 
erupere.  Quod  fiprivatis  etiam  confiliis  aut  armis 
fubvenire  reipublics  laudatilTimum  femper  fuit,  non  efl 
certe  cur  exercitus  reprehendi,  poflit,  qui  parliamenti 
authoritatc  ad  urbem  accerfitus  imperata  fecit,  &  regio- 
rum  fadtionem  atque  tumultum  ipfi  curiae  faepius  mi- 
nitantem  facile  compefcuit.  In  id  autem  difcrimen 
adduiia  res  crat,  ut  aut  nos  ab  illis,  aut  illos  a  nobis 
O   3  *  op- 
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finally,  it  was  refolved  to  proceed  capitally  a- 
gainft  him  in  ahighcourtof  jufticetobeeredted 

for 


r>>)  Profe 
■Wo:];?,  V 

»•  p-  3:4' 


ol. 


*■  opprimi  necefle  efiet.     Stabant  ab  ilHs  Londinenfiutn 

*  plerique   inftitores  atque  opiflces,   &  miniftrorum  fac- 

*  tiofiffimi  quique ;  a  nobis  cxercitus  magna  fide,   mo- 

*  deftia,   virtute  cognitus.     Per  hos  cum  retinere  liber- 

*  tatem  rtmpub.  falutem  liceret,  an  ha^c  omnia  per  ig- 
'  naviam  &i\'jltitiam  prodenda  fuifie  cenfes  ?     Debellati 

*  regiarum  partium  duces  arma  quidam  inviti,  animum 

*  hofiilem  non  depofuerant:   omnibus  belli  renovandi  oc- 

*  cafionibus  intenti  ad  urbem  fe  receperant.     Cum  his, 

*  quamvis  inimiciflimis,  quamvis  fanguinem  eorum  avi- 
'  de   iitientibus,    Prefbyteriani,  pollquam  non  permitti 

*  fibi  in  omnes  tarn  civilem  quam  eccleiiafticam  domi- 
'  nationcm  viderunt,  clandeftina  confilia,  &  prioribus 
'  turn  diiSlis  turn  fa6\is  indignifljmaconfociare  coeperant : 
'  eoque  acerbitatis  prcceflere,  ut  mallent  fe  regi  denuo 
'  niancipare,  quam  fratres  fuos  in  partem  illam  liberta- 

*  tis,  quam   &   ipfi  fuo   Tub  fanguine  acquifiverant,   ad- 

*  mittere;  malient  tyrannum  tot  civlum  crurore  perfu- 
'  fum,  ira  in  luperftites,   &  conceptajam  ultione  arden- 

*  tem  rurfus  experiri  dominum,  quam  fratres,   &  aml- 

*  ciffimos  aequo  jure  ferrefibi  pares.  Soli  Inderendentes 
'  qui  vocantes,  &  ad  ultimum  fibi  conftare,  &  fua  uti 
'  vi£ioria  ftiebant :  qui  ex  rege  hofiem  fe  fecerat,  eum 

*  ex  hofte   regem  efle  amplius,  fapicntcr,  meo  quidem 

*  judicio,  nolebant :  neque  paceni  idcircb  non  volebant, 

*  fed  ihvolutum  pacis  nomine  aut  bellum  novum,  aut 

*  astertjam  fervitutem   prudentes  metuebant  {h).'     i,  e. 

*  What  did  they  do  in  the  mean  time,  who  were  found 

*  themfelves,  and  faw  fuch  pernicious  councils  on  foot  ? 
'  Ought  they  therefore  to  have  been  wanting  to  the  na- 

*  tion,  and  not  provide  for  its  fafety,  becaufe  the  infec* 

*  tion  had  fpread  itfelf  even  in  their  own  houfe  ?     But, 

*  who  fecluded  thofe  ill-aft'ei^ed  members  ?     1  he  Eng~ 

*  hfii  army,  you  fay :  fo  that  it  was  not  an  army  of  fo- 

*  reigners,  but  of  mofl  valiant,  and  faithful,  honeft  na*- 

*  tive5,  whofe  officers  for  the  moft  part  were  members 

*  of 
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for  the  purpofe.     In  purfuance  of  thefe  re- 
folutions,  the  King  was  removed  from  Hurft 

-     ,     '  callle 

of  parliament ;  and  whom  thofe  good  fecluded  mem- 
bers would  have  fecluded  their  country,  and  banifhed 
into  Ireland  \  while  in  the  mean-time  the  Scots^  whofe 
alliance  began  to  be  doubtful,  had  very  confiderablc 
forces  in  four  of  our  northern  counties,  and  kept  gar- 
rifons  in  the  beft  towns  of  thofe  parts,  and  had  the 
King  himfelf  in  cuftody  ;  whilft  they  likewife  encour- 
aged the  tumultuating  of  thofe  of  their  own  faction, 
who  did  more  than  threaten  the  parlian\ent,  both  in 
city  and  country,  and  through  whole  means  not  only 
a  civil,  but  a  war  with  Scotland  too  fhortly  after  brake 
out.  If  it  has  always  been  counted  praife-worthy  in 
private  men  to  afliit  the  ftate  and  promote  the  public 
good ;  whether  by  advice  or  adtion  ;  our  army  fure 
was  in  no  fault,  who  being  ordered  by  the  parliament 
to  come  to  town,  obeyed  and  came,  and  when  they 
were  come,  quelled  with  eafe  the  faction  and  uproar 
of  the  King's  party,  who  fometimes  threatned  the 
houfe  itfelf.  For  things  were  brought  to  that  pafs, 
that  of  neceflity,  either  we  muil  be  run  down  by 
them,  or  they  by  us.  They  had  on  their  fide  moft  of 
the  fhop-keepers  and  handicrafts- men  of  Z(7h</(7«,  and 
generally  thofe  of  the  minifters,  that  were  moft  fac- 
tious. On  our  fide  was  the  army,  whofe  fidelity, 
moderation,  and  courage  were  fufficiently  known.  It 
being  in  our  power  by  their  means  to  retain  our  liber- 
ty, our  ftate,  our  common  fafety ;  do  you  think  we 
had  not  been  fools  to  have  loft  all  by  our  negligence 
and  folly  ?  They  who  had  had  places  of  command 
in  the  King's  army,  after  their  party  were  fubdued, 
had  laid  down  their  arms  indeed  againft  their  wills, 
but  continued  enemies  to  us  in  their  hearts;  and  they 
flocked  to  town,  and  were  here  watching  all  oppor- 
tunities of  renewing  the  war.  With  thefe  men,  tho* 
they  were  the  greateft  enemies  they  had  in  the  world, 
and  thirfted  afi«r  their  blood,  did  the  Prefbyterians, 
O  4  *  be- 
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caftle  to  Wind/cry  and  in  ^P'g^t  of  the  op-? 
poiition  made- by  the  Scottijh  commiffioners, 

brought 

*  beqaufe  they  were  not  permitted  to  exercife  a  civil,  as 
'  well  as  an  ecclefiafiical  jurildidtion   over   all  others, 

*  hold  fecret  correfpondence,  and  took  meafures  very 
f  unworthy  of  what  the}'  had   formerly    both  faid  and 

.  *  done;  and  they  came  to  that  fpleen  at  lall,   that  they 

*  would  rather  enthral  themfelves  to  the  King  again, 
'  than  admit  their  own   brethren  to  fhare  in  their  liber- 

*  ty,  which  they  likewife  had  purchafed  at  the  price  of 
'  their  own  blood;  they  chofe  rather  to  be  lorded  over 

*  Q^MCC  more  by  a  tyrant,  polluted  with  the  blood  of  fo 
'  many  of  his  own  fubjeiiis,  and  who  was  enraged,  and 
'  breathed  out  nothing  but  revenge  againft  thofe  of  them 

*  that  were  left,  than  endure  their  brethren  and  friends 

*  to  be  upon  the  'quare  with  them.     The  Independants, 

*  as  they  are  callej,  were  the  only  men  that  from  firft 

*  to  Jaft  kept  to   their  point,  and  knew  what   ufe  to 

*  make  of  their  vidtory.     They  refufed,   (and  wifely, 

*  in  my  opinion)  to  make  him  iCing  again,   being  then 

*  an  enemy ;  who  when  he  was  their  King,  had  made 
?  himfelf  their  enemy :  nor   were  they  ever  the  lefs  a- 

*  verfe  to  a  peace,  but  they  very  prudently  dreaded   a 

*  new  war,  or  a  perpetual  ilavery  under  the  name  of  a 

*  peace.' 

I  will  add  but  one  paflage  more,  and  that  taken  from 

*  the  declaration  of  the  houfe  of  commons,  fetting  forth 
the  reafons  for  annulling  all  former  votes  in  favour  of 
a  treaty  with  the  King,'  which  was  pafled,  and  ordered 
to  be  prin.ed  Jar,  15,  1648.  In  this  declaration,  after 
giving  many  reafons  for  their  difiike  of  the  treaty,  they 
go  on  in  the  following  manner  ;  '  Neither  can  we  be- 

*  lieve,  that   any   agreement  we  could  have  made  with 

*  the  King  in  the  ifle  oilVight^  in  the  condition  he  was 

*  then   in,  would  ever  have   been  obferved,  either  by 

*  himfelf  or  any  of  his  party  :  for,  fetting  afide  the  bare 

*  name  of  honor,  fafety  and  freedom,  which  the  treaty 

*  did  pretend  unto,  neither  the  King,  nor  any  of  his. 


OLIVER  CROMWELL.  201 

brought    to    an  open  tryal    at  Weflminfter^ 
where,    after  his  refufal  to  acknowledge  the 

autho- 

did  ever  hold  him  in  any  other  condition  than  that  of 
a  prifoner.  For  clearing  whereof,  befides  his  meflagc 
fent  to  both  houfes,  051.  2,  in  which  '  he  propofeth 
to  have  liberty  to  come  to  JVeJiminJier,  and  to  be  re- 
ftored  to  a  condition  of  abfoiute  freedom  and  fafety  \ 
which  can  import  no  other  than  that  he  judged  him- 
lelf  at  that  prefent,  being  in  the  time  of  treaty,  to  be 
deprived  of  both  ;  his  letters  to  a  prime  magiltrate  of 
the  city  of  London  declare,  '  that  he  held  himfelf  at 
that  time  as  great  a  prifoner  as  ever  :'  and,  the  prince 
in  his  declaration  made  at  Goree,  fays  plainly,  *  that 
the  King  in  truth  is  ftill  a  prifoner;  and  invites  the 
Earl  of  Warwick  to  join  with  him  to  refcue  his  father 
from  his  unworthy  imprifonment.'  And  fince  enfor- 
ced oaths  are,  in  many  mens  judgments,  not  necefTa- 
ry  to  be  kept,  what  afllirance  could  we  have  that  he, 
who  fo  often  had  failed  of  his  promifes  made  to  us, 
when  he  was  free  and  at  his  own  difpofal,  would  make 
that  good  to  us,  when  he  came  to  be  re-eftabli(hed  in 
his  royal  pouer,  which  he  had  obliged  himfelf  to  do, 
when  he  was  in  durance  and  a  prifoner  ?  And  fince 
hardly  any  example  can  be  produced,  either  foreign 
or  domeftick,  of  any  prince,  once  engaged  in  a  war 
with  his  fubje£ls,  that  ever  kept  any  agreement  which 
he  made  with  them  any  longer  than  meer  neceffity  did 
compel  him  thereto.  The  examples  to  the  contrary 
whereof  are  fo  many  and  fo  mainfeft,  and  the  Jate 
bloody  violation  of  the  peace  betwixt  the  crown  of 
Spain  and  thofe  o{  Naples  is  fo  frefli  in  our  memories, 
as  we  cannot  expedl  any  propofitions,  agreed  upon  at 
the  ifle  of  IVight,  fhould  bind  the  King  more  than 
the  fundamental  laws,  and  his  coronation  oath  ;  be- 
fides his  often  proteftations  and  engagements  in  the 
name  of  a  King,  and  of  a  gentleman,  which  he  hath  J^emary*' 

fo   often  violated  {c).' Thefe  were   fome  of  the  Hiftory, 

principal  reafons  given  in  defence  of  an  adtion  generally  ''"'•  ''^'"• 

con-     ^  ^ 
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authority  of  the  court,  he  received  fentence 
of  death,  which  accordingly  was  put  in  exe- 
cution. 

condemned  as  impudent,  bafe,  and  tyrannical.  The 
reader  who  underftands  the  hiftory  of  thefe  times,  will 
be  beft  able  to  judge  of  the  truth  of  the  pretences  on 
which  it  is  founded — All  I  fliall  fay  is,  if  ruin  was  ap- 
prehended by  thefe  men  to  themfelves  or  the  kingdom  ; 
if  their  civil  or  religious  rights,  in  their  eyes,  appeared 
as  intended  to  be  facrificed,  and  the  King  and  the  prieft, 
whether  prelate  or  prefbyter  matterd  not,  were  to  re- 
aflume  their  wonted  rule ;  and  above  all,  if  the  King*s 
charader  appeared  fuch  to  them,  that  no  reliance  was 
to  be  put  on  his  promifes,  declarations  or  oaths,  (all 
which  they  feem  ftrongly  to  affirm)  we  are  not  to  won- 
der at  the  deed.  All  men  know  the  force  of  neceffity 
and  felf  prefervation,  and  know  alfo  that  they  will  ope- 
rate more  ftrongly  than  law  or  reafon,  if  indeed  they  be 
not  almoft  fuperiour  to  all  law.  To  plead  this  in  bar  of 
thofe,  will  feldom  be  thought  valid  by  men  verfed  in 
great  affairs,  and,  though  it  be  made  ufe  of  by  them 
fometimes  for  purpofes  of  their  own,  yet  is  it  little  cre- 
dited   and   believed  by  themfelves. That   the  army 

really  feared  a  treaty  between  the  King  and  the  parlia- 
ment, is  certain — How  far  their  fears  were  juft  in  them- 
felves, or  will  juftify  their  proceedings  in  this  matter, 
the   public  muft  determine.  .Thus  much  for  the 

faci  itfelf.  In  defence  of  Cromwell,  who  is  fuppofed  to 
have  been  at  the  bottom  of  it,  it  is  urged,  '  That  there 
'  was  a  party  in  the  parliament  that  bore  an  early  fpleen 
*■  againft  him,  and  fain  would    have   nipt  him  in  the 

*  bud  ;  but  his  eminent  fervice  at  Nafeby  procuring  him 

*  to  be  appointed  and  continued  lieutenant-general  un- 
'  der  Fairfax  ;  the  continual  fucceffes  that  attended  him 

*  from  that  time  forward,  fet  him  above  their  machi- 

*  nations.     Neverthelefs,  they  did  not  erafe  out  of  his 

*  breaft,  the  remembrance  of  the  kindneffes  they  would 
'  have  done  him ;    nor  did  their  flatteries  of  his  prof- 

*  perity   make  him  the   more   n«gle^fuj   of    flanding^ 

'  upon  ' 
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cution.     In  all   thefe   tranfa(flions   Cromivell 

had 

V 

upon  his  guard.  And  it  was  as  warrantable  for  Crom- 
ivell to  fecure  himfelf  from  the  contrivances  of  his 
enemies  in  a  (battered  parliament,  of  which  he  had 
fo  long  before  fuch  timely  notice,  as  it  was  for  them 
to  feek  his  ruin.     For  they  were  not  his  fovereigns  but 

his   equals. When  he  found   that  his  profperous 

atchievements  raifed  him  enemies  on  every  fide ;  that 
they  who  were  moft  beholding  to  his  vidlorious  fuc- 
cefles,  combined  with  the  greateft  animofity  to  his 
deflrudiion  ;  'twas  time  for  him  then  to  look  about 
him,  and  to  oppofe  their  unde-rmining  devices  with 
countermines  of  the  fame  nature.  Nor  does  it  ap- 
pear by  any  proof  that  carries  authority  with  it,  that 
he  pretended  to  fingle  greatnefs  till  he  was  forced  tp 
it  for  his  own  fafety.  It  is  agreed  by  the  author  of 
the  Memoirs  himfelf  [Ludlow]  that  Cromwell  ofFered 
more  candid  and  eafy  conditions  to  the  King  than  thp 
Pre(byterian  party  did  i  which  if  the  King  had  ac- 
cepted (and  it  does  not  appear  to  be  Cromwell's  fault 
that  he  did  not)  Cromudl  himfelf  had  then  put  a  flop 
to  all  his  fingle  advancement ;  whereas  he  would  fure- 
ly  have  taken  another  courfe,  had  he  at  that  time  me- 
ditated fingle  fovereignty  ;  but  the  King,  who  was  de- 
figned  by  fate  to  be  a  victim  to  evil  counfel,  refufed 
thofe  offers,  trufting  to  vainer  hopes.  On  the  other 
fide,  it  was  manifefl:  that  the  Prefbyterian  party  aimed 
at  nothing  more  than  their  own  advancement  by  their 
felling  the  bifiiops  lands,  and  when  they  came  to  treqt 
with  the  King,  by  their  fo  ftifly  adhe>ing  to  their  pro- 
pofition  for  the  abolifliing  of  epifcopacy,  knowing 
there  could  be  no  bifhops  without  maintenance,  and 
that  then  they  muft  be  the  paramount  clergy.  But 
then  (indeed)  Cromwell  perceiving  that  it  was  not  fafe 
to  rely  on  the  King,  nor  willing  to  truckle  under  a 
party  that  were  treating  for  their  own  advancement 
upon  his  ruins,  'tis  rational  to  believe,  that  from  tha;t 
time   forward  he  began  to  look  upon  the  King  as  a 

*   COJl- 
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had    (gg)  a  principal   hand. His  name 

for 


//;\Mdeft  *  conquered  Prince,  and  that  rione  could  better  fupply 
Vindication  '  his  room  than  the  perfon  who  had  fubdued  him  (c/).' 
of  O.Crom-  This  feems  no  ill-made  apolopy. 

well,  p.  45-  (gg)  In  all  thefe  tianf:i£iions  CrornvftW  had  a  princi- 
J^nd.1'698.  pal  hand."]  After  the  feclufion  of  the  members  who  pro- 
moted the  treaty  with  the  King,  it  was  natural  to  ex- 
pe£t  that  his  Majefty  never  more  would  be  permitted  to 
bear  rule.  Rut  it  did  not  once,  1  believe,  enter  into 
the  thoughts  of  him  or  his  adherents,  that  he  would  be 
brought  before  a  court  of  juftice,  tried,  and  executed 
in  an  open  and  public  manner.  Yet  all  this  we  know 
happened,  to  the  very  great  amazement  of  many.  The 
part  Cromwdihad  in  thefe  tranfactions  comes  now  to  be 
related.     *  When   it  was  firft  moved  in  the  houfe  of 

*  comrnons  to  proceed  capitally  againft  the  King,  Crom- 
^  well  flood  up  and  told  them,  that  if  any  man  moved 

*  this  upon  defign,  he  fliould  think  him   the   greateft 

*  traytor  in  th^  world;  but  fince  providence  and  necef- 

*  fuy  had    caft  them   upon  it,  he  fliould  pray  God  to 
.,    .^*  blefs  their  counfels,  though  he  were  not  provided  on 

Hiflory  of    *  t^^  fudden  to  give  them  counfel  (e).^- The  follow- 

independen-  ing  anccdote  from  Burnei  will  ftiew  that  he  had  well 

cy,  part  11.    confidered  the  reafons  and  grounds  of  the  proceeding, 

**'  Lieutenant-general  Druimnond^  afterwards  Lord  Strathal" 

larii  was  the  relator.     This  gentleman  *  happened  to  be 

*  with  Cromwell  when  the  commiflioners  fent  from  5^;?/- 

*  land  to  protefl  againft  the  putting  the  King  to  death 
'  came  to  argue  the  matter  with  him.  Cromwell  bade 
*■  ^I>rummor)d  ftay  and  hear  their  conference,  which  he 
^  did.     They  began  in  a  heavy  languid  ftyle  to  lay  in- 

*  deed  great  loads  upon  the  King:  but  they  ftill  infifted 

*  on  that  claufe  in  the  covenant,  by  which  they  fwore 

*  they  would  be  faithful  in  the  prefervation  of  his  Ma- 

*  jefties  perfon.  With  this  they  fhewed  upon  what 
"*  terms  ScrMand,  as  well  as  the  two  houfes,  had  engag- 

*  ed  in  the  war,  and  what  folemn  declarations  of  their 
^  zeal  and  duty   to  the  King  they  all  along  publiflied; 

'  which 
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for  this  has  been  greatly  reproached,  though 

there 


'  which  would  now  appear  to  the  fcandal  and  reproach 
«  of  the  chriftian  name,  to  have  been  falfe  pretences, 
'  if  when  the  King  was  in  their  power  they  fhould  pro- 

*  ceed  to  extremities.  Upon  this  Cromwe//  entered  into  a 
'  long  difcourfe  of  the  nature  of  the  regal  power,  according 
'  to  the  pnndphs  of  Alariana  and  Buchantiti :  he  thought 
'  a  breach  of  truft  in  a  King  ought  to  be  punilhed  more 
«  than  any  other  crime  whatfoever.     He  faid,  as  to  their 

*  covenant,  they  fwore  to  the  prefervation  of  the  King's 
'  perfon  in  the  defence  of  the  true  religion  :  if  then  it 

*  appeared  that  the  fettlement  of- the  true  reh'gion  was 

*  obftruded  by  the  King,  fo  that  they  could  not  come 
«  at  it  but  by  putting  him  out  of  the  way,  then  their 

*  oath  could  not  bind  them  to  the  preferving  him  any 
'  longer.  He  faid  alfo,  their  covenant  did  bind  them 
«  to  bring  all  malignants,  incendiaries,  and  enemies  to 

*  the   caufe,  to  condign  punifhment :  and  was  not  this 

*  to  be  executed  impartially  ?  What  were  all  thofe  on 
<  whom  public  juftice  had   been  done,  efpecially  thofe 

*  who  fufFered  for  joining  Montroje,  but  fmall  offenders 

*  a<£ling  by  commiffion  from  the  King,  who  was  there- 

*  fore  the  principal,  and    fo  the  moft  guilty?     Drum- 

*  mond  faid,  Cromwell  had    plainly  the  better   of  them 

*  at  "their  own   vi^eapon,  and   upon  their  own  princi-rrry  ,  . 

«  pies  (/).' On  the  21  Jan.    164.8,  old  ftyle,  Hugh  p.  61. 

Peters  preaching  at  Whitehall^  upon  *  Bind  your  Kin^rs 

with  chains,  and  your  nobles   in  fetters  of  iron  ;'  and 
talking,  in  his  bold  manner,  concerning  the  Kmg's  be- 
ing liable  to  the  law  as  well  as  other  men,  Cromwell  was  ^\  ^'rfL 
obferved  to  laugh  [g).     And  when  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Narmiveof 
Dowries.,  on  the  laft  day  of  the  trial,  the  court  adjourn-  theTryalof 
ed  into  the  court  of  wards,  and  was  prefled  in  the  moft  '!\^  '^^s** 
pathetic  terms  by  him,  to  give  the  King  liberty  to  make  ,68.'  ^* 
fome  propofition  to  the  parliament  for  the  fettlement  of 
the  kingdom,  as  his  Majefty  had  in  court  juft  before 
defired  :/ after  Mr.  Dowries  had   urged  this,  *  Cromwell 

*  did  anfwer  with  a  great  deal  of  Itorm,     He  told  the 
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*  prefident  that  now  he  faw  what  great  reafon  the  gen- 

*  tleman  had  to  put  fuch  a  great  trouble  upon  them ; 
'  faith  he,  fare  he  doth  not  know  that   he  hath  to  do 

*  with  the  hardeft  hearted  man  that  lives  upon  the  earth  ; 
'  however  it  is  not  fit  that  the  court  ftiouid  be  hindred 
'  from  their  duty  by  one  peevifh  man  ;  he  faid  the  bot- 
'  torn  was  known,  that  I  would  fain  fave  his  old  maf- 
'  ter,  and  defired  the  court  without  any  more  ado, 
«  would  go  and  do  their  duty  (h).'  Mr.  Wayte,  another 
of  the  King's  judges,  fays  *  Cromive/l  laughed  and  jeer- 
'  ed,  and   fmiled,   in  the  court  of  ward?  on  this  occa- 

*  fion/  He  afterwards  adds,  *  That  being  told  by 
'  Lord  Gray  that  the  King  would  not  dye,  the  next 
'  day  he  went  to  the  houfe,  they  were  labouring  to  get 
'  hands  for  his  execution  at  the  door.     I  refufed,  and 

*  went  into  the  houfe  j  faith  Cromwell,  thofe  that  are 
'  gone  in  fhall  fet  their  hands,  I  will  have  their  hands 
'  rxjw  {/).'  Colonel  Ingoldjby  was  a  relation  of  Crom- 
weirs,  and  named  a  judge :  but  difliking  the  a<3ion,  he 
always  abfented  himfeif.  But  the  day  after  the  fentence 
was  pronounced,  having  occafion  to  go  to  the  painted 
chamber,  *  he  faw  Cromivell,  and  the  reft  of  thofe 
'  who  had   fate  upon  the  King,  and  were  then,  as  he 

*  found  afterwards,  aflembled  to  fign  the  warrant  for 
'  the   King's  death.     As   foon  as  Crofawell's  eyes  were 

*  upon  him,  he  run  to  him,  and  taking  him   by    the 

*  hand,   drew   him   by  force  to   the  table  ;    and  faid, 

*  Thouiih  he  had  efcaped  him   all  the  while  before,  he 

*  fhould  now  fign  that  paper  as  weJl  as  they ;  which  he, 

*  feeing  what  it  was,    refufed    with  great   paflion ;  fay- 

*  ing,  he  knew  nothing  of  the  bufmefs  j  and  offered  to 

*  go  away.     But  Cromwell,  and   others,  held  him    by 

*  violence ;  and  Cromwell  with  a  loud  laughter,  taking 

*  his  hand  in  his,  and  putting  the  pen  between  his  fin- 
'  gers,  with   his  own  hand  writ  Richard  Ingoldjhy,  he 

'  making  all  the  refiftance  he  could  {k)' An  exa<Sl 

copy  of  the  warrant  for  the  King's  execution  was  puj^- 

lilTed 
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lifhed  by  the  fociety  of  antiquaries  of  London,  a  few 
years  fince :  in  which  it  appears  that  the  names  of  fome 
perfons  who  had  figned  it  were  erafed,  and  other  names 
inferted,  and  that  the  day,  as  well  as  the  officers  who 
were  to  fee  to  the  execution  of  it,  were  changed.  Crom- 
well's name  (lands  third  on  the  warrant. — But  to  go  on  : 
Colonel  Huncks  declares,  *  That  a  little  before   the 

*  King's  execution,  he  was  in  Ireion's  chamber,  where 

*  Ireton  and  Harr'ifcn  were  in  bed  together  ;  there  was 

*  Cromwell,  colonel  Hacker,  Heutenant-colonel  Phayer, 

*  jlxtell  and   himfelf  ftanding  at   the  door,  the  warrant 

*  for  the  execution  was  there  produced,  zndyir.  Hacker 

*  was  reading  of  it,  but  Cromwell  addrefled  himfelf  to 

*  him  \_Huncks'\  commanding  him  by  virtue  of  that  war- 

*  rant,  to  draw  up  an  order  for  the  executioner.  I  re- 
'  fufed  it,  adds  he,  and  upon  refufing  of  it,  there  hap- 

*  pened  fome  crofs  paflages.     Cromwell  would   have  no 

*  delay.  There  was  a  little  table  that  flood  by  the 
'  door,  and  pen,  ink,  and  paper  being  there,  Cromwell 
«  ftept,  and  writ  (I  conceive  he  wrote  that  which  he 
'  would  have  had  me  to  write)  as  foon  as  he  had  done 

*  writing,  he  gives  the  pen  over  to  Hacker,  Hacker  he 

*  ftoops  and  did  write  (I  cannot  fay  what  he  writ)  away 

*  goes  Cromwell,  and  then  Axtell ;  we  all  went  out,  af- 
'  terwards  they  Went  into  another  room  j  immediately 

*  the   King  came  out,  andwas  murthered  (/).'     The  W  P- "i* 
following  relation  (if  it  had  not  been  contrary  to  Huncks's 
account)  is  of  too  doubtful  an  authority  to  be  abfolutely 

relied  on,  though  in  a  work  of  this  nature  it  cannot 
well  be  omitted.     *  While  thefe   things   were  ailing, 

*  [the  fitting  the  fcafFold  for  the  King's  execution]  the 

*  Lord  Fairfax,  who  had  always  forborn  any  public 
«  appearance  in  the  pra£lices  of  this  murther,  had  taken 
'  up  (as  is  credibly  reported)  fome  refolutions,  (either 
'  in  abhorrency  of  the  crime,  or  by  the  follicitations  of 

*  others)    with  his  own  regiment,   though  none  elfe 

*  fhould  follow  him,  to  hinder  the  execution.  This 
'  being  fufpe6led  or  known,  CromtveH,  Irefon  and  Har- 
'  ri/on  coming  to  him,  after  their  ufual  way  of  deceiv- 

*  ing,  endeavoured  to  perfwade  him,  that  the  Lord  had 

*  rcjeiled  the  King,  and  with  fuch  like  language  as  they 

*  knew 
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ihat'(HH)  time,  to  defend  his  condudt. — Thi^ 


*'  knew  had  formerly  prevailed  upon  him,    concealing 

*  that  they  had  that  veiy  morning  hgned  the  warrant  for 

*  the  aflaflination  ;  they  alfo  dciircd   him  with  them,  to 

*  feek  the  Lord  by  prayer,  that  they  might  know  his 
'  mind  in  the  thing.     Which  he  affenting  to,  Hartifon 

*  was  appointed  for  the  duty,  and  by  compadi  to  draw 

*  out  his  prophaneand  blafphemous  difcourie  to  God  in 
'  fuch  a  length  as  might  give  time  for  .the  execution, 

*  which  they  privately  fent  their  inftxument  to  haflen  ; 
'  of  which  when  they  had  notice   that    it   was  pafled, 

•  ,  p  .  _  *  they  rofe  up,  and  perfwaded  the  general  that  this  was 
chief's  Life  '  a  full  rctum  of  prayer,  and  God  having  fo  manifefted 
ofcharlesl.  <  his  pleafurc  they  were  to  acquiefce  in  it  (m).'  1  he 
**■  5^*  writer  of  this  was  but  little  acquainted   with  Harrifons 

character,  when  he  defcribes  him  as  drawing  out  his 
prayer  by  compaiSt,  in  order  to  gain  time  for  the  execu- 
tion. Harrifcn  was  bold,  artlefs,  honeft  and  highly  en- 
thufiaftical,  and  therefore  the  unfitteft  man  in  the  world 
to  aiSl  a  part.  Whether  the  other  parts  of  the  flory  are 
more  probable,  the  confideraie  reader  will  determine* 
Thefe  pafi'ages  are,  I  think,  fufficient  to  fhew  the  part 
Cromwell  had  in  this  affair,  though  after  all,  Burnet  af- 
ferts,  *  That  Ireton  was  the  perfon  that  drove  it  on : 
(r)  Hiftory  *  for  Cromwell  was  all  the  while  in  fome  fufpence  about 

of  his  own    <    it  f  «).* 

Time^vol.  (^^^)  His  name  has  been  reproached,  kc]  No  faa 
recorded  in  hiftory  has  been  more  cenfured  than  the  exe- 
cution of  Charles.  Dr.  Fell  calls  it  a  *  horrid  mockery' 
'  of  juftice,  the  rape  and  violence  of  all  tbat's  facred," 
'  made  more  abominable  by  pretending  to  right  and  pie- 

*  <y ;  in  order  to  prevent  which,  he  fays  Dr.  Hammond 
(o)  Life  of  t  drew  up  an  addrefs  to  the  general  and  council  of  of-' 

Hammond,  4"  f^^-ers,  and  tranfmitted    it  to  them  (<?).' And  the 

166^.        '  minifterS  of  London^  alarmed  at  the  proceedings  againfl' 

the  King,  publifhed  a  vindication  of  themfelves  againfl 
the  unjuft  afperfions  caft  upon  their  former  a<Stings  for 
tbepafliame«f,  as  if  they  had  promoted  th&  bringing  oC 
\'-i '.'.'*  ■  the. 
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King  being   thus  executed,  that  part  of  the 

houfe 


the  King  to  capital  punifhment.  In  this  vindication 
hey  fay,  *  They  hold  themfelves  bound  in  duty  to  God, 
religion,  the  King,  parliament  and  kingdom,  to  pro- 
fefs  before  God,  angels  and  men,  that  we  verily  be- 
lieve that  which  is  (o  much  feared  to  be  now  in  agita- 
tion, the  taking  away  the  life  of  the  King,  in  the 
prefent  way  of  tryal,  is  not  only  not  agreeable  to  any 
word  of  God,  the  principles  of  the  proteftant  religion 
(never  yet  ftained  with  the  leaft  drop  of  blood  of  a 
king)  or  the  fundamental  conftitution  and  government 
of  this  kingdom  ;  but  contrary  to  them,  as  alfo  to  the 
oath  of  allegiance^  the  proteltation  of  May  ^,  164.1, 
and  the  folemn  league  and  covenant :  from  all,  or  any 
of  which  engagements,  we  know  not  any  power  on 

earth,    able  to  abfolve  us  or  others.-^ Therefore, 

fay  they,  according  to  our  covenant,  we  do,  in  the 
name  of  the  great  God  (to  whom  all  mufl  give  a 
flricl  account)  warn  and  exhort  all  who  either  more 
immediately  belong  to  our  refpe<£tive  charges,  or  any 
way  depend  on  our  miniftry,  or  to  whom  we  have 
adminiftred  the  faid  covenant  (that  we  may  not  by 
our  filence  fufFer  them  to  run  upon  that  highly  pro- 
voking fin  of  perjury)  to  keep  clofe  to  ihe  ways  of 
God,  and  the  rules  of  religion,  the  laws,  and  their 
vows,  in  their  conftant  maintaining  the  true  reformed 
religion,  the  fundamental  conftitution  and  government 
of  this  kingdom  (notfufFering  themfelve;.  to  be  feduced 
from  it,  by  being  drawn  in  to  fubfcribe  the  late  mo- 
dels or  agreement  of  the  people ,  which  dirediy  tends  to 
the  utter  fubverfion  of  the  whole  fran'iC  of  the  fun- 
damental government  of  the  land,  and  makes  way  for 
an  univerfal  toleration  of  all  herelies  and  biafphemies, 
diredtly  contrary  to  our  covenant,  if  they  can  but  gel! 
their  abettors  to  cover  them  under  a  faife  guife  of  the 
chriftian  religion)  as  alfo  in  preferving  the  priviledges 
of  both  houfes  of  parliament,  and  the  union  between 
the  two  nations  of  £n^iund  and  Scotlar.di  to  mourn 
P  ♦  bitie/lv 
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hcufe  of  commons  which  remained  by  the 

per- 

*  bhtcrfy-for:theirown  fins,  and  the  fins  of  the  cky^ 
S  army,  parliament^  and  kingdom,  and  the  woful  mif- 
»  carriages  of  the  King  himfelf,  (which  we  cannot  but 
-'  acknowltdg,e  to  have  been  very  great}  in  his  govern- 
'  ment,  that  have  coft  the  three  kingdons  fo  dear,  and 

*  caft   him   down  from  his  excellency  into  an    horrid 

*  pit  of  mifery,  almofl  beyond  example :  and   to  pray 

*  that  God  wculd   both   give  him  efFeciual  repentance, 

>  and  fanciify  the  bitter  cup  of  divine  difpleafiire,  that 

>  the  divine  providence  hath  put  into  his  hand  ;  as- alfo 
'  that  God  would   reftrain  the  violence  of  i:ien,  that 

*  ihey  may  not  dare  to  draw  upon  them.'eh'cs  and  the 
'  kingdom,  the  blood  of  their  fovereign.'     This  bold 

^  ipitce,  in  fuch  a  critical  conjun<3ure,  raifed  the  indigna- 

tion End  refentment  of  the  boufe  of  commons,  (for  the 
liouic  of  lords  had  unanimoufiy  refufed  to  meddle  with 
the  b-jfincfs,  and  for  that  reafon  it  had  been  voted, 
'  That  the  commons  of  Evglond  in  parliament  afTem- 
'  bled,  have  the  fupream  power  in  the  nation)'  who 
conftituted  a  committee,  among  whom  were  Crcmivell 
and  he:on,  '■  To  examine  the  authors,  publifhers,  prin- 
>  ters,  and  f-:bfcribers  to  the  faid  bouk  ;  and  by  what 

*  means  the  fubfcriptions  to  the  laid  book  were  obtairecJy 
'  snj  by   Vv'hom  :  and  the   committee  were  likewife  to 

*  have  pov^er  to  take    information  of  fuch  ss  have  aF- 

*  ready  preached,  publifhed,  or  printed,  feditioufly,  the 

*  proceedings  in  bringing  the  King  to  juBice:  and  alfo 
'  to  b:in"g  in  an  ordinance  to  rcftiain  piiblio  preaching 
<*  a:;d  printing  any  thing  againft  the  proceedings  of  the 

,  >  Tosrnal  *  houfe,  and   the   high  fourt  of  juftice,  in  relation   to 

Feb.  3,        .*  bring the  King  to  jufiice  (/»)/     But  nothing  could 

^648.  hi';der  men   from   declaring   their   diflke  to  the  detd. 

*'J  hey  reproached,  they  reviled,  they  threatntd,  and  did 
every  thing  to  make  Crom:vell  and  hiv  fellows  odious  and 
.abominable  in  the  eyes  of  the  whole  world.  Take  a  fpe- 
■cimen  from  a  fermon  entitled  *  The  Martyrdome  of 
.•    King  C!ia:leSj  or  his  conformity  with  Ch-'ifi  in  kh  fr'ffer- 
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permiffion,  and  with  the  fupport  of  the  ar- 
my, 

wgs,     preached    at    Brcdagh^    before  his    Majefty   of 
Great  Britain^  and  the  Princefs  of  Orange,  June  3-13,^^^^""*^"^ 
1649  [q),^     By  Henry,  Lord  Bifliop  of  D^zvn  and  Con- ^iz^ne,  by 
nee,  in  the  kingdom  of /r(?/tf«i. — '   As  the  murtherers  of  Samuel 

*  our  fovereign,  fays  he,  refemble  the  crucifiers  of  our  Srown,and 

*  Saviour ;  fo  we  find  them  all  a6iing  -the  fame  parts.  London, 

*  And  firft  Judas,   who  fold  his  mafter,  of  all  that  con-  1649. 
'  fpired  againft  Chrift,  is  moft  odious  ;  for  he  was  his 

'  difciple,  a  domeftick  fervant,    one  whom   he  trufted 

*  with  his  purfe  ;  and  yet  he,  his,  farniliar  friend,  who 
'  did  eat  of  his  bread,  lift  up  the  heele  againft  him. 
'  So  our  fovereign  was  fold  at  a  greater  price  than  our 

*  Saviour,  by  thofe  who  had  as  neere  a  relation  unto 
'  him,  as  Judas  had  unto   Chrift  :    for   they  were  his 

*  countrymen,  brought  up  with  him,  his  fervants  and 
'   familiar  friends,  whom  he  trufted  with  his  purfe,   with 

*  his  counfels,  and  his  perfon,  cheriftied  in  his  bofome, 
'  and  inriched   with  many  princely  favours.     In  many 

*  refpedls  they  were  far  worfe  t.\\2Lr\  Jud is. From^a- 

'  das  come  we  to  the  great  counfel.     The  parliament  is 

*  that  gr^at  counfel,  and  hath  a£led  all  and  more  againft 
'  their  Lord    and   fovereign,   than  the  other  did  againft 

*  Chrift :  they  confulted   how   to   put    him   to  death, 

*  gave  money  to  betray  him,  fent  foldiers  to  apprehend 
'  him.  In  that  great  counfel,  Annas  and  Caiph::s  were 
'  chief;  in  this  Cromive/I  and  Ireton  ;  and  Cromwell  pro- 
^  phefied  &s  Caiphas  did,  ufing  almoft  the  fame  words, 

*  It  is  expedient  that  he  die,  and  unlefs  he  die  the  na- 
'  tion  will  perifti.  Bradjhavu  and  Cooke  are  the  fcribes 
'  and  lawyers  who  fiercely  perfued  him  :  they  curfe  them- 
'  felvcs  with  his  blood,  as  the  others  did  with  Chrift's  : 
'  for  Bradjhatu  fpoke  to  this  purpofe  on  the  beijch  : 
'  Our  lives  are  threatned  if  we  meddle  with  his  blood  j 
'  but  whatfoever  fhall  befall  us,  we  will  do  juftice  up- 
'  on  him.      And  is   not  tl.is  juft  as  the  fcribes  and  pha- 

rifees  faid,   His  blood  be  upon  us  and  on  our  children. 
,  Fairjax  was  Filat  the  governor,  who  feemed  unwil- 

P  2  '  iing 
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my,    affumed  the    fupream  power  of  the 

nation*,' 

*  ling  to  confent  to  his  death,  and  fought  to  wafh  his 

*  hands  of  his  blood  by  laying  it  upon  others.     And  his 

*  wife  Lady  Pilat^  who  difTwaded  the   murther  of  our 

*  fovereign,    more   than   the  other  did    the   killing   of 

*  Chrift.     The  army  are  the  foldiers  who   apprehended 

*  him,    watched  him,  mocked  him,   reviled  him,  cry- 

*  ing  juftice  and  execution  againft  him,  and  at  lall 
'  crucified  him,  and  parted  his  garments  amongft  them. 

*  And  London  is  the  great  city  fpiritually  Sodome,  where 

*  our  Lord  was  crucified.' The  preacher  in  the  con- 

clufion,  addrefling  himfelf  to  the  King  [CharUsW.]  fays, 

*  God  in  his  own  good  time,  will  certainly,  Sir,  look 

*  upon  the  juftice  of  your  caufe — For  your  caufe  is 

*  God's  caufe.     And  as  it  is  God's  caufe,  fo  it   is  the 

*  caufe  of  all  Kings :  they  are  deeply  concerned  in  it, 
-  ^       *  and  ought  to    purfue  thofe  bloody  paracides.*      This 

jtiond's'       language  may  found  harfh,  but  is  fofter  than  fecretary 
SutePa-      Nicho/as'Sy  who  ftiled  them  *  Devils  (r).' 
c"^  ^^  ]  *       ^^^  ^"  ^"  ^^  ^^  parliament  pafled  foon  after  the  re- 
F'  »i5'    *  *  ^oration  oi  Charles  II.  the  execution  of  the  King  is  ftil- 
ed, '  An  horrid  and  execrable  murder,  an  unparalleled 

*  treafon,*  which  the  faid  parliament   did  '  renounce, 

*  abominate  and  proteft  againft :'  and  it  was  declared, 

*  That  by  the  undoubted  and  fundamental  laws  of  the 

*  kingdom,  neither  the  peers  of  the  realm,  nor  the 
'  commons,  nor  both  together  in  parliament,  nor  the 
'  people  colle6liveIy,  nor  reprefentatively,  nor  any  other 

*  perfon  whatfoever,  ever  had,  have,  or  ought  to  have, 

*  a  coercive  power  over  the  perfons   of  the  Kings  of 

*  this  realm'. — And  in  virtue  of  this  do<Slrine,  Cromwell 
and  many  other  of  the  King's  judges  were  attainted  of 
high  trealbn,  and  fome  fuffered  as  traytors  for  confent- 
ing  to  his  death.  It  would  be  tedious  as  well  as  end- 
Jefs  to  reckon  up  the  reproaches  which  have  been  caft  on 
Cromwell  for  this  adlion  :  fuffice  it  to  fay  that  the  bigots, 
the  time  fervers,  the  party  men,  and  many  of  the  ho- 
lieft  and  fenfible  men  of  moft  denominations,  have  joined 

in 
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nation,  in  the   way   of  a   free   ftate.     The 
Jcingly  power  and  houfe  of  peers,    by  the 

autho- 


in  the  cry,  and   reprefentcd  him  as  one  of  the  moft 

wicked  of  men. But,  though  men's  prejudices  ran 

very  high  at  the  time  of  Charles's  death,  yet  wanted 
there  not  advocates  to  defend  the  deed.  Some  of  their 
reafons  the  truth  of  hiftory  requires  me  to  recite, 
though  I  am  no  way  anfwerable  for  the  concluiivenefs 
of  them. 

I.  It  was  faid,  '  That  the  people,  (I  mean  collec- 
tively taken)  have  no  law  of  nature,  or  of  God  upon 
them,  which  prohibiteth  them  from  laying  afide  a 
King,  or  kingly  governor,  from  amongft  them,  when 
they  have  a  reafonable  caufe  for  it.  Such  a  caufe  as 
this  they  have  (I  mean  that  which  is  juft,  and  reafon- 
able, and  competent)  for  fo  doing,  when  either  they 
find,  by  experience,  that  government  by  kings  hath 
been  a  nuifance  to  the  peace  or  liberties  of  the  peo- 
ple, and  apprehend,  by  reafon,  that,  if  continued, 
it  is  like  ftill  fo  to  be ;  or  find,  that  the  charge  of 
maintaining  fuch  a  government,  hath  been,  and,  if 
continued,  is  like  to  be  (for  the  future)  overburthen- 
fome  to  the  ftate,  conceiving,  upon  good  grounds, 
withal,  that  another  form  of  government  will  ac- 
commodate the  intereft  of  the  ftate  upon  equal  or 
better  terms,  with  lefs  charge  and  expence ;  efpecially 
when  they  find,  that  the  government  we  fpeak  of  is 
gotten  into  a  race  or  blood,  that  is  unfit  for  govern- 
ment, as  that  which,  for  feveral  defcents  together,  as 
in  father,  in  fon,  in  fon's  fon,  tifc.  is  either  boiled 
up  into,  and  breaks  out  in  oppreflion  and  tyranny,  or 
elfe  turns  to  a  water  of  natural  fimplicity  and  weak- 
nefs,  or  froths  into  voluptuoufnefs  and  luxury,  or  the 
like;  in  all  thefe  cafes  (I  fay)  and  many  others  like 
unto  thefe,  a  people  or  ftate,  formerly  {governed  by 
kings,  may  very  lawfully  turn  thefe  fervants  of  theirs 
out  of  their  doors,  as  the  Romans  of  old,  and  the 
P  3  '  Hoi- 
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amhorlty  of  this  commonwealth,  were  abo- 
lished. 


(j)  Good- 
win's De- 
fence if  the 
Sentence 
'  pafled    upon 
the  late 
-King, 
p.  12.  Lond. 
4to.  1649. 


HoUandfTi  of  late  (befides  many  nations  more)  have 
done,  and  areblamelefs  (j).' 

2.  'Though  it  fhould  be  fuppofed,  that  the  King 
fimplv  and  abfolutely  is  fuperiour  to  his  people,  yet, 
having  e  tered  into  a  civil,  ,ea,  and  facred  covenant 
and  bond  with  them,  the  breach  hereof  on  hi^  part 
giveth  unto  them  a  lawfulnefle  of  right  or  power,  to 
compel    him   to    the   terms    of  his  agreement,  or  to 

make   fatisfaftion    for  his  vi  lation  of  them. And 

though  it  fhould  be  granted,  that  a  king  is  either- 
equal  or  fuperiour  in  power  to  his  people  in  parlia-- 
mcnt,  yet,  being  degenerated  into  a  tyrant,  be  is  nei- 
ther. Whether  the  king  be  fuch,  it  is  the  right  of 
the  people,  by  their  reprefentatives,  to  declarer  For,' 
where  there  is  no  opportunity  for  the  interpofure  of- 
other  judges,  the  law  of  nature  and  of  nation,  al- 
Josveth  every  man  to  judge  in  his  own  caie._  Ev^sn  as 
the"  late  King  toclc  upon  him  to  be  judge  in  his  own- 
cafe  ;  when  he  fentenced  all  thofe  who  ferved  in  the- 
wars  on  the  parliament's  fide  agamll;  him,  for  rebels 
and  traytors,  and  commanded  execution  accordingly, 
-That   fuppofing  the   parliament  (on  accou  it  of> 


the  force  put  on  it  by  the  army,  and  the  aboliflnng- 
the  houfe  of  lords)  bv  whofe  authority  the  high  court- 
of  jufticewas  founded  and  created,  was  no  tormal, 
leiial  or  comp  eat  parliament,  yet  will  not  this  nei- 
ther dilable  the  juftice  or  righteoufnefle  of  the  fen- 
tencc ;  unlelTe  it  could  be  further  fuppofed  (which 
apparent  truth  prohibitcth  any  man  to  fuppofe)  that 
there  were  fome  other  magiftrate,  one,  or  more,  fu- 
periour in  place  and  authority  to  this  parliament,  who, 
probably,  would  either  have  eredted  a  liice  court  of 
juftice  for  the  fame  end  (the  cap.tal  tryall  of  the  King)' 
or  elfe  have  called  him  to  the  bar  of  fome  court  of 
juftice  already  eftabliflied,  and  profecuted  the  fame^ 
tryal  here.  For,  doubtlefle,  the  execution  of  juftice- 
and  judgment  is  fo  abfolutely  and  eflentially  neceflarv 
3  *  fo 


OLIVER  CROMWELL.  ^15 

Hflied;.   the  lands  of, the  crown  fold,  with 

the 


«  to  tile  prefervatioa  and  wdl-belng  of  a  ftate,  or  body 
.MlKi'litlqwe,  ihat  both  the  law  of  God  and  nature  doth 

*  mot  on.ly  allow  it  in  any  member,  one,  or  more,  of 

*  fuch  a  body,  in  their  order,  turn,  and  courfe,  (when 

>  thofc,  who  are  peculiarly  deputed  for  fuch  execution,    .  ^^ 
5' fhail    negle^i:  or    refufe    it,    as,  viz.  magiftrates   and  wio'sDp- 
•  judges)  ;?)  but    even  calleth    them   unto  it,    and  re*  fence,.  Ac. 
'  quireth  it  at  their  hands,  in  fuch  cafes.''  P"^°* 

3.  As .  ^o   the  claufe  in  the  covenant,  which  bound 
them  to  preferve  the  King'vS  perfon,  it  was  faid,  '  That; 

*  in  the  then  circumftanc€s,  neither  the  prerervatioa  tff 
fr-the  liberties  of  the  kingdom,  'nor  the  bringing  de~ 
*:linquents  to  punifhment  (to  v/hich,  by  the  fame  cove- 
fnarat,    they    were    bound)  were  confiilent   therewitlf, 

*  and  confequently  was  unfit  to  be  obfprved  by  them'. 
«  Late  and  lamentable  experience,'  fays  the.writer,  juft 
quoted,-  *  (hewed  how  near  the  liberties  of  the  kingdom 

*  -were  to  ruin,  by  occafion  of  the  prefcrvation  of  the 
jj- King's  perfon  only  ,(and  ^ha:  only  for  a  feafon)  though 

*  his  authority  was  kept  under  hatches.  It  was  the 
'  prrfervation  of  his  perfon  that  gave  life,  and  breath, 

*  and  being,  to  thofe  dangerous  infurrediions  in  K;nt, 
'  M^jjex.,  Lo'uLn,  Surry^  IV.Qles,  t^c.  by,  means  whereof 

*  there  was  but  a  ftep  between  the  liberties  of  the  king- 

*  dom  and  perpetual  enflavement.  It  was  the  prefep- 
'  vation  of  his  perfon  (with  hope  of  reftitution  of  his 
*■  authority)  that  adminiftred  ftrength   unto  Scct'and  to 

*  Conceive  the  conqueft.ef  ,£«^/rf«'/,  and  tb  make  the 

*  attempt,  by  inv^Jing  it  with  an  army  of  about  (if 
'  not  above)   ^ocoomen:  unto\vhofe  teeth  (doubtlefie) 

*  this  nation  hf.d  been  a  prey,  had  they  not  fought  from 
'  heaven,  had  not  the  Oars  in  their  courfcs  fought 
'  rujainft  tliem..  And  had  his  perfon  fliU  been  preferved 
'  (cj^Kjcially  with  his  authority)  according  to  all  expe- 
'  riiTieiits  which  the  world  hath  made,  and  had,  in  fuch 
^  cafes,  yea,  according  to  all  principles,  as  well  of  re- 
'  ligiouj  as  of  reafon  and  policy,  it  would  have  been -a 

P  4  *  Spring 


k 


ti6  THE    LIFE    OF 

the  jewels  and  paintings  belonging  to  Charles 

I. 


'  fpring  or  fountain  of  bitter  waters  unto  the  land,  and 
'  a  darkening  of  the  light  in  the  heavens  thereof.  And, 
'  inftead   of   bringing  delinquents   to   condign  punifh- 

*  ment,  it  cannot,  in  any  rational  conftru<3ion,  but  be 
^"in'^of-'  '  fuppofed,  that  it  would  have  been  the  lifting  up  the 
fence, &c  *  heads  of  fuch  perfons  unto  undeferved  places  of  ho- 
p-  55-         '  nour(M).' 

4.  '  Never,*    fays   Mr.  Gosdw'm,  *  was  any   perfon, 

*  under  heaven,  fcntenced  with  death  upon  more  equi- 
'  table  or  juft  grounds,  in  refpedl  of  guilt  or  denr^erit. 

'  He  that  is   the  architedk  and  mafter-workman  in 

'  railing  an  unnecefiary   or  unjuft    war,    makes   bim- 

*  felf  the  firft  born  of  murtherers,    and   is   refponfible 

*  both  to  God  and  men,  for  all  the  blood  that  is  (bed  in 
'  this  war.     If  kings  might  make  war  upon  their  fub- 

*  je£h,  when,  and  upon   what  pretences,  they  pleafe, 

*  and  then  be  juftified  and  acquitted  from  all  outrages 
'  of  blood,  and  other  villanies,  perpetrated  in  this  war, 

*  one  fm  might  make  an  atonement  for  another ;  yea 

*  one  great  ftn  a  cloak  and  covering  for  many.  The 
«  late  wars,  wherein  the  King,  by  the  fword  of  thofe 

<  men  of  blood,  who  caft  in  their  lot  with  him,  (bed 

*  fo  much  innocent  blood  in  the  land,  being  caufelefly, 

*  and  contrary  to  the  frequent  obteftations,  humble  pe- 

<  titions,  earneft  follicitations,  grave  advifements  pf  his 

*  great  councel  (the  parliament)  commenced   by  him- 

*  felf,  are  fo  far  from  mediating  for  the  blood  feed,  on 
^  his  behalf,  that  they  open  the  mouth  of  it  the  wider, 

(y)  Gccd-    c  ap(j  caufe  it  to  cry  fo  much  the  louder  for  vengeance 

fence    &c     '   "P°"    ^''"»   ^^^    ^''>    ^°'^    ""^^  ^°^    ^"^    '"^^  ^■^>'' 

p.  08.        And  the  parliament,    after  giving  a    fhort    detail '  of 
Charles's  behaviour  in  his  government,  adds,  *  Upon  all 

*  thcfe,  and  many  other  unparalleled  offences,  upon  his 

*  breach  of  faith,  of  oaths  and  proteftations,  upon  the 
?  cry  of  the  blood  of  Ireland  znd  oi  tng/arrf,  upon  the 
'  tears  of  widows  and    orphans,  and  childiefs  parents, 

*  aiid  milJiohs  of  perfons  undone  bj  him,  let  all  the 

^  world 
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I.  and  every  mack   of  ignominy   and   con- 
tempt 

*  world  of  indifferent   men  judge,  whether  the  parlia« 

*  ment  had  not  fufficient  caufe  to  bring  the  King  to 

*  juftice  (>•).■ 

f.     5.  *  I  ask;j'  fays  Milton^  «  by  what  confcience,  or  dl- 

*  viriity,  or  law,  or  reafon,  a  ftate  is  bound  to  leave  all 
'  thefc  fecred  concernments  under  a  perpetual  hazard 

*  and  extremity  of  danger,  rather  than  cut  off  a  wicked 

*  prince,   who  fits  plotting  day  and  night  to  fubvert 

*  then)'     They  tell  us,  that  the  law  of  nature  juftifies 

*  any  man.  to  defend  himfelf,  even  againft  the  King  in 

*  perfon :  let  them  fliew  us   then,  why  the  fame  lawf 

*  maynotjuftify  much  more  a  ftate  or  whole  people, 
*f  to  do  juftice  upon  him,  againft  whom  each  private 
,',*  man  may  lawfully  defend  himfelf  j  feeing  all  kind  of 
.*  juftice  done  is  a  defence  to  good  men,  as  well  as  a 

*  puniftiment  to  bad  ;  and  juftice  done  upon  a  tyrant  is 
.  ^  no  more  but  the  neceflary  felf- defence  of  a  Ayhole 
,^f  commonwealth  To  war  upon  a  king,  that  his  in- 
^f  ftruments  may  be  brought  to  condign  puniftiment, 
♦^*"and  thereafter  to  punifti  them  the  infttuments,  and 
^*  not  to  fpare  only,  but  defend  and  honour  him  the 
\*  author,  is  the  ftrangeft  piece  of  juftice  to  be  called 

7*  chriftian,  and  the  ftraneeft  piece  of  reafon  to  be  cal- ,  .  „   -. 
.  ^  led  human,  that,  by  men   or  reverence  and  learumg,  Works,  voU 
fA*  ever  yet  was  vented  (z).'  i.  p.  36a. 

,      6,  As  to  the  objedlion,   that  many  members  of  par- 
n  liament   were,  by   force,  excluded,  the  privilege  of  it 
^•rhighly  broken,  and  they  who  were  permitted  to  fit  in 
parliament  a6led   ftill    under  a   force,  and    were  upon 
their  good  behaviour :  as  to  this,  it  was  by  the  parlia- 
ment replied, *  That  every  parliament  ought  to  z6k 

*  upon  their  good  behaviour;  and  few  have  a6led,  but 

*  fome  kind  of  force  hath  at  one  time  or  other  been 


(y)  Declaration  of  the  pirliament  of  England,  exprefling  the  p-otmds 
of  their  late  proceedings,  and  of  fettling  the  prefent  goveromrnt  in  the 
way  of  a  free  flatoy  p.  ijt  4to.     London,  March  a^^  1648. 

'  upon 
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tempt   cafl:  on  his  name,  family,   and  go- 


vernment. 


<  upon  them ;  and  raoft  of  them  under  the  force  of 

*  tyrannical  wi  1,  and  fear  of  ruine  by  difpleafure  there- 

*  of ;  feme  under  the  force  of  feveral  factions  or  titles 
'  to  the  crown :  yet  the  laws  made,  even  by  fuch  par- 

*  liaments,  have  continued,  and  been  received,  and  be- 

*  neficial  to  fucceeding  ages.     All  which,  and   whatfo-^ 

*  ever  hath  been  done  by  this  parliament,  fince  Ibme  of 

*  their  members  deferted  them,  and  the  late  Kincr  raifed 

*  forces  againft  them,  and  feveral  diforders  and  aiFroTitS 
*>  formerly  offered  to  them  (if  this  olyeiiion  take  place) 

<  are  wholly  vaqated.     For  any  breach  of  pri- ilege  of 

*  parliament,  it  will  not  be  charged  upon  the  remain- 

*  ina;  part,  or  to  have  bten  within^rtheir  power  of  pre- 

*  N'ention  or  reparation  ^  or  that  they  have  not  enjov- 
^  ed  the  freedom  <)f  their  own  petfuns  and  votes,  ahd 
■*  are,  undoubtedly,  by  the  law  of  parliaments,  far  ex-* 
\  ceoding  that  number  which  makes^  a^houfe,  authofifed 
^  fior  the  difpatch  of  any  bufinefs  whatfoever  :  and  thatj 

.*  .which  at  prefent  is  called  a  force  upon  them,  is  fomft 
^^,c>f  their  beft  friends,  called  and  appointed  by  the  :par* 
'  liament  for  their  fafety,  and  for  the  guard  of  therA 
f  againft  their   einemies  j    who,  by  this   rr.ecns,    bting 

*  -difappcinted  of  their  hopes  to  deftrpy  the  parliament*, 
*■  woiild,  neverthelefs,  fcandalize  their  aciions,  as  done 

*  under  a  force,  who,  in  truth,  are  no  other  than  their 
*-own  guards  of  their  own  army,  bv  thcmfelvcs.  ap- 
•;  pointed  :  and,  when  it  fell  into  confMleration,  whether 
'  the  priviledge  of  parliament,  or  the  fafety  of  the  king- 
f  dom,    (hould  be  preferred,    it  is  not  hard  to  judge 

*  which  ought  to  fway  the  ballarce ;  and  tha'th«  parliar 
C  ment  ought  jo  pafs  by  the  breach  of  priviledge  (as 

*  had    been    formerly  often  done  upon   much    fa.allor 

*  grounds)  rather  ;than,  by  a  fuilen  declining  their  duty 
^o)Declara-  c  g^j  truft,  to  refign  up  all  to  the  apparent  hazard  of 
p'^2.  "^       *  ''"'"  and'confufipn  of  the  nation  (a).' Thefe  were 

the  principal  reafons  at  that  time  given  for  this  ino(l: 
extraoroinary  adion.     The  reader  wiU  judge  of  their 

force, 
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vernfrieiit.     To  conciliate  men  to  their  pro-' 

ceedings,- 

force,    and  determine  whether  they  anfwer  the  objec- 
tions founded  on  the  j!lcga!ity  and  vjoknce  of  thepro- 
ccedi/H^.     It   (boiild    be  obierved,    hpwevcr,    that   the* 
abettors   of  it  gloried   that    it  was    performed     in    the 
eye  of  the  worIt|,  ,  and   that  an  example    was  fet    to 

po-ftejity    how    to    a6i -in    fimilac  -circumftatices. "■ 

There    want  Jioi;,  precedents  , of  fome  of  his    prede- 

cefibii,  faid  t)ifey,,  who  have  bpea.depofed   by  parlia- 

irents,  but  were  afterwards  in  darkiiefs,  arid  in  cor-- 

ners,  bafely  murthered.     This  parliament  held  it  more 

agreeable   to   honour  and  juftice,  to  give  the  King  a* 

fair  and  open  trial,  by  above  an  hundred   gentlemen, 

in  the  moft  publitk  place  of  juftice,  free  (if  he  bad  fo'(^)  Declara- 

pleafed)  to  make  his  defence  (/)•'— — '*If  the  parlia-'^ion,  &c. 

ment  and  miiita-y  council  do  what  they  do  wiihout-P"  ^** 

precedent,'  fays  Miltm,    '  if  it  appear   their   duty,  it' 

argues   the    more    wifdom,  virtue  and  magnanimit}',* 

that  they  know  themfelves   able  to  be  a  precedent  to 

others,  who,  periaps,  in   future  ages,    if  they   prove 

not  too  degenerate,  will  look  up  with  honour,  and 

afpire  towarJs   thefe  exemplary  and   matchlefs  deeds- 

of  their  anceftors,  as  to  the  higheft  top  of  their  civil-  , 

glory   and   ehiiilation  ;  which,  heretofore,  in  the  pur- 

fuance    of   fame   and    foreign   dominion,    fpent   itfelf  ; 

vain-glorioufly  abroad  ;  but,  hei  ceforth,  may  learn   a 

better  fortitude,  to  dare  execute  higheft  juftice  on  them 

that  fhall,  by  force  of  arms,  endeavour  the  opprefling 

and  bereaving  of  religion  and   their  liberty  at  home  ; 

that  no  unbridled  potentate  or  tyrant,  but  to  his  for- 

row,   for  the  future,  may  prefume  fuch   high  and  irre- 

fponfrble  licence  over  mankind,  to  havoc  and  turn  up- 

fide  whole  kingdoms  of  men,  as  though  they  were 

no  more,  inxefpedl  of  his  perverfe  will,  than  a  nation 

of  pifmires  (c).' '  The  time   was,'    faid    another.  ^^  ^'^"'^  ^ 

comm  nwealth  advocate,  'when  tiiis  nation  was  wed-- ^  0^35$'. 
'  ded  to  the  vanity  of  admiring  kings,  placing  them  in      ■'' 
a  lofty  feat   pf  impunity,    like  gods,  that    were   not 

*  bound 
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cccdings,  and  make  them  fubmit  to  their 
rule,    they   began  (ii)  with   fair  promifes, 

and 

<  bound  to  give  men  an  account  of  their  afllons,  but 
«  had  a  liberty  to  thunder  at  plcafure,  and  put  the  world 

*  into  combuftion,  fo  that  there  was  no  love  but  luft, 
*'  no  rule  but  the  prince's  will,  which  fo  vaflaiized  the 

*  fpirits  of  this  great  and  mighty  people,  that  they  were 

*  content  to  eftablifli  the  higheft  piece  of  injuftice  by 

*  fuch  maxims   of  law,  as  (^\d,  *  the  King  can  do  no 

*  wrong  ;*  as  if  whatfoevcr  he  did  could  not  make  him 

*  a  delinquent  or  a  traitor  ;  nor  was  it  law  only,  but 

*  thofe  antiquated  cheats  of  the  clergy  made  it  pafs   for 

*  divinity  alio  ;  fo  that  the  commonwealth  of  En'gland^ 
*-  for  almofl  fix  hundred  years,  hath  been  pinioned  like 
'a  captive  with   the  twofold   cord  of  the   law  and  the 

*  gofpel,  which  the  corrupt  profeffors  have  made  ufe  of 

*  after    their    own   inventions.     Yet,    notwithftanding 

*  that  this  glorious  idol  of  royalty  was  elevated  to  fuch 

*  a  height  over  the  liberties  of  the  parliament,  and  fet 
'  upon  the  very  pinacle  of  the  temple,  we  have  lived 

*  to  fee  a  noble  generation  of  Enghft>  hearts,  that  have 

*  fetched  it  down  with  a  vengeance,  and  cured  the  land 
^^  S*"*™*  •  of  that  idolatr)',  by  one  of  the  moft  heroic  and  ex- 
eu£.  No.  56.  *  emplary  ads  of  juftice,  that  ever  was  done  under  the 
p.  886.        *  fun   d)* 

I  fhall  only  add,  that,  in  the  year  1651,  O.  S.  the 

30th  of  January  was  obferved,  by  the  Engljh  merchants 

.     ,^i  Dantzack^    in   memorial   of   their   deliverance   from 

flavery,  and  a  feaft  was  made  for  the  whole  company, 

fe)  Tiittrloe.  ^^  expicnce  of  which  was  ordered  to  be  repaid  by  the 

I54  SS5*     ^ninionwealth  of  England  {e). 

■  (11)  They  began  U)ith  fair  promifes,  and  expreffed,  at  the 
fcmitirm^  much  refiluticn']  After  it  had  been  determined 
to  bring  the  King  to  a  trial,  the  houfe  of  commons 
a^ed  witi)  great  fpirit  and  xigour.  They  declared,  that 
the  commons  of  Evgli^nd^  in  parliament  aflemb'ed,  be- 

(/)!<»»"    ing  chofen  by,  and  reprefenting,  the  people,  have  the 

bjr  1^48*   Supreme  power  in  tbe  nation  (/).     They  refolved,  that 
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and  cxprefled,  at  the  fame  time,  much 
refolution.     Nor  were  they  worfe  than  their 

words : 

a  great  feal  be  graven,  with  the  addition  of  a  map  of  the 

kingdom  of  Ireland,  and  oiytrjey  and  Guernfey,  together 

with  the  map  oi England',  and,  in  fome  convenient  place 

on  that  fide,  the  arms  by  which  the  kingdoms  of  England 

and  Ireland  are  differenced  from  other  kingdoms.     That, 

on  the  map  fide  of  the  great  feal,  the   infcription  (hall 

be,  'The  Great  Seal   of  England^    1648.'     That  the 

infcription,  on  the  other  fide  of  the  feal,  on  which  the 

fculpture  of  the  houfe  of  commons  is  engraven,  fhall  be 

this,  viz.  *  In  the  firft  year  of  freedom,  by  God's  blef-.  ,  ^^^^^ 

'  fing  reftored  (^;.'     Sixty  pounds  were  charged  on  the  ^th  ot  jani 

revenue   towards   the  charges  of  this  feal. On  the  »<548. 

17th  of  Marchy  after  the  King's  execution,  an  aft  was 
pafled  *  for  abolifhing  the  kingly  office,'  and  it  was  de- 
clared, '  high   treafon  in  any  one  to  endeavour  to  fet 

*  up  any  of  the  late  King's  children,  or  any  other  per- 

*  fon  to  be  King  of  England  and  Ireland  \  and  that  who- 

*  foever  fliould  be  convided  of  the  faid  offence,  fliould 

*  be  deemed  and  adjudged  a  traitor  againfl  the  parlia-  ^.  g^.^,,,^., 

*  ment    and    people    of  England  (h).'     And,    that   no  coileaion, 
hopes  might  be  given  of  the  refloration  of  monarchy,  Mrch, 
care  was  taken  to  demoiifh  its  great  fupport  the  houfe  '^**' 

of  peers,  which  was  declared  *  to  be  ufelefs  and  dan- 
'  gerous  to  the  people  of  England :'  and  it  was  enabled, 

*  That  the  lords  fliould  not  from  thenceforth  meet  or 
'  fit  in  the  houfe  called  the  lords  houfe,  or  in  any  other 

*  houfe  or  place  whatfoever,  as  a  houfe  of  lords ;  nor 

*  fliould  fit,  vote,  advife,  adjudge  or  determine  of  any 
'  matter  or  thing  whatfoever,  as  a  houfe  of  lords,  in 

*  parliament  (/).'     They,  moreover,  pulled  down  the(0  W«  ik« 
ftatues  of  Charles  at  St.  Paul's  and  in  the  Royal  Ex- 
(hange^  and  put  in  the  nich  of  the  latter.  Exit  Tyrannuf 

regum  ultimus :  imitating  the  Syracufians^  who,  at  the 
invitation  of  Timoleon,  '  overturned  the  palaces  and  mo-    .  _        . 

*  numents,  and  whatever  elfe  might  preferve  the  rae-  •„  Timo^. 

*  piory  »f  former   tyrants  (^},*— — Thefc  were  very  leon. 

bold 
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•words :    for,    'tis  very  certarn,  great  things 

were 

bold  and  high  ads,  and  fuch  as  needed  an  apology  to 
the  nation  and  the  world.  Accordingly  a  declaration 
Wiis  prepared  and  printed,  in  which  the  grounds  of  their 
proceedings  were  laid  open  in  thebeft  manner  they  were 
able.  And  the  better  to  reconcile  the  people  to  their 
adtions,  and  conciliate  their  efteem  to  their  authority, 
they  Ipoke  them  fair,  and  promifed  them  largely.  After 
having  in  the  declaration  vindicated  their  feveral  ac- 
tions, they  proceed  in  the  foLowing  manner :  '  The 
'  fum  of  al!  the  parliament's  defign  and  endeavour  in  the 

*  prefent  change  of  government  from  tyranny  to  a  fre^ 
'  ftate ;  and  which  they  intend  not  only  to  declare  in 
'  Vv'ords,  but  really  and  fpeedily  endeavour  to  bring  to 

*  effect,  is  this  ;  to  prevent  a  new  war,  and  further  ex- 

*  pence  and  efFufion  of  the  treafure  and  blood  of  Eng- 
'*-  land;  and  to  eftablifh  a  firm  and  fafe  peace,  and  an 

*  oblivion  of  all  rancour  and  ill  will  occafioned  by  the 
*•  late  irou:  les :  to  provide  for  the  due  worfhip  of  God, 

*  according  to  his  word,  the  advancement  of  the  tru? 
'  proteftant  religion,    and   for   the  liberal  and   certain 

*  maintenance  of  godly  minifters  :  to-procure  a  jult  li- 

*  berty  f^r  the  confciences,  perfons   and   edates  of  all 

*  men,  conFormable  toGod's  glory  and  their  own  peace: 

*  to  endeavour  v'lio  oufly  the  puni(hment  of  the  cruel 
'  murtherers  in  Ireland,  and  the  reft^ring  of  the  honeft 
'  proteftants,  and  this   commonwealth,  to  their  rights 

*  there,  and  the  full  fatlsfacSion  of  all  engagements  fof 

*  this  work:  to  provide  for  the  fettling  and  juft  obferv- 

*  ing  of  treaties  and  alliances  with  foreign   princes  and 

*  ftates,    for   the  encouragement   of  nianufactures,    for 
■     •  the   increafe  and  flourifhing   of  trades  at  home,  and 

*  the  maintenance  of  the  poor  in  all  places x>f  the  land: 

*  to  take  care  for  the  due  reformation  and  adminiftration 

*  of  the  law  and  publicue  juftice,  that  the  evil  may  be 

*  punifhe  J  and  the  good  rewarded  :  to  order  the  reve- 

*  nuc  in  fuch  a  Wiiy,  that  the  publ  que  charges  may  be 

*  del'iayedj  the  foldiers  pay  juftly  and  duly  fettled,  that 

*  free 
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were  done  by  them,  and  fuch  as  were  very 
much  to  their  honour.     Witnefs  the  profe- 

cutioii 

^  free  quarter  may  be  wholly  taken  away,  the  people 
'  be  eafed  in  their  burthens  and  taxes,  and  the  debts  of 

*  the  commonwealth  be  juftly  fatisfied  ;  to  remove  all 

*  grievances  and  oppreflions  of  the  people,  and  to  efta- 

*  blifti  peace  and  righteoufnefs  in  the  land.     Thefe  being 

*  their  only  ends,  they  cannot  doubt  of,  and  humbly 
'  pray  to  the  Almighty  Power  for  his  affilhnce  and 
'  blefling  upon  their  mean  endeavours,  wherein,  as 
'  they  have  not  envied  nor  intermeddled,  nor  do  intend  at 

*  all  to  intermeddle^  with  the  affairs  of  government  of  any 
'  other  kingdom  or  ftate ;  or  to  give  any  offence  or  jull 

*  provocation  to  their  neighbours,  with  whom  they  defire 
'  entirely  to  preferve  all  fair  correfpondence  and  amity,  if' 
'  they  pleafe ;  and  confine  themfelves  to  the  proper  work, 

*  the  managing  of  the  affairs,   and  ordering  the  govern- 

*  ment   of  this   commonwealth,  and    matters    in    order 

*  thereunto,  with  which  they  are  intruffed  and  autho- 
<'  tifed  by  the  confent  of  all  the  people  thereof,  vvhofe 

*  reprefentatives  by  election  they  are.     So  they  do  pre- 

*  fume  upon  the  like  fair  and  equal  dealing  from  abroad  ; 

*  and  that  they,  who  are  not  concerned,  will  not  inter- 

*  pofe  in  the  affairs  of  England^  who  doth  not  interpofe 
'  in  theirs :  and,  in  cafe  of  any  injury,  they  doubt  not, 
'  but  by  the  courage  and  power  of  the  Engl'ijh  nation, 

*  and  the  good  blefling  of  God  (who  hath  hitherto  mi- 

*  racuioufly  owned  the  juftnefs  of  their  caufe,  and,  they 
'  hope,  will  continue  to  do  the  fame)  they  fhall  be 
'  fulSciently  enabled  to  make  their  full  defence,  anJ  to 

*  maintain  their  own  rights.  And  they  do  expect  from 
'  all  true  hearted  Evgl'iJJ)meny  not  only  a  forbearance  of 
•*■  any  publique  or  fecfet  plots  or  endeavours,  in  oppo- 

*  fition  to  the  prefent  fettlement,  and  thereby  to  kindle 
'  new  flames   of  war  and  mifery  amongft   w^,  whereof 

*  themfelves  mufl  have  a  fliare  ;  but  a  chearful  cor.cur- 
*•  rence  and  affing  for  the  eflablilbment  of  the  great 
'  work  n;;w  iiv  hand,  in  fuch  a  way,   that  the  name  of 

*  GoA 
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cution    of   the   war  in   Ireland,    under  the 
command  (kk)   of  Cromwelly    their  lieute-' 

nant- 

*  God   may  be  honoured,  the  true  proteftant  religion 

*  advanced,  and  the  people  of  this  land  enjoy  the  blef- 
^^  ^^'f's  *  fings  of  peace,  freedom  and  juflice,  to  them  and  their 

21,*  64«.     *  p  Iterities  (/).* This  declaration,  at  the  fame  time, 

p.  »5— ij.    was  printed,    by  order  of  parliament,  in  Latin,    under 

the  title  of  *  Parliamenti  Anglits  Declaratio:  in  qua  Res- 
.{mS  Londi-  '  Nupcrum  Geftz,  et  Decretum  de  Statu  Angliee  Regio 
»>  apud       '  in   liberam  Rempublicara   vertendo,    afleruntur  [m]* 
Prancifcum  Xhc  great  and  remarkable  tranfadions  of  the  common- 
M«^sMar-  Wealth  were  publifhed  by  their  order,    and   tranflated 
tiiz2».iAn-  into  Latin,  for  the  information  of  other  countries,  as 
*o  164S.      appears  from  a  great  many  papers  yet  remaining  in  the 
hands  of  the  curious  and  inquifitive  :  and  a  very  accu- 
rate journal  in   French  was  publiflied  by  authority  of 
the  council  of  ftate,  for  the  like  ufe  of  foreigners,  in* 
(»)  Preface  titulcd,  *  Nouvelles  Ordinaires  de  Londres,'  beginning 
Tol.  of'thc   l^b  ^^5^1  3nd  ending  yfl»«flry  1660- 1  {n).     Nor  mult 
Parliamen-  it  be  forgotten,  that,  for  the  ufe  of  their  own  fubjeits, 
taryHiftoi)%  ^  journal  of  a  like  nature,  intitled,  '  Mircurius  Poli~ 

*  ticus,  comprifing  the  fum  of  foreign  intelligence,  with 
'  the  affairs  now  en  foot  in  the  three  nations  of  Er.g- 

*  land,  Scotland  and  Ireland,''  wa«,   by  the  fame  autho- 
rity, printed   likewife.     It  commences  Ji-ne  9,  1649, 

{ \  Wood      ^^^  ^^^^  '"  yfprily  1 660  {0).     Thefe  publications  (hewed  ' 
»oi.  ii.  €.*    great  fenfe  of  propriety,  honour  and  fair  intentions  in 
6a8.  the  parliament,  and   render  it  very  furprifing,  that  no 

compleat  hiftory  of  thofe  times  (hould  be  given  us  by 
any  contemporary  writer.     Mr.  Neville  fpeaks  of  *  one 
(j>)  Plato     *  of  thofe  who  were  in  employment  from  the  year  40 
Rcdivivus,    «  to  6o,  who  had  written  a  hiftory  of  thofe  20  years, 

jiroo^*        *  ^^^^  great  truth   and  impartiality  (/>).' What  is 

lx)nd.  1681.  become  of  it  is  not  known Probably  it  is  loft  for 

»Kcdit.        ever  I 

(kk.)  The  deeds  in  Ireland  under  the  command  cf  Crom- 
well.]  Ireland  h^d  given  the  parliament  great  caufe  of 
refenunent.    Befides  the  barbarous  maflacre  in  1641, 

whicli 
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nant-goheral,  ;and  the  fubfcquent  fettlemervt 

there 


which  loudly  called  for  vengeance,  nnd  which  the  befl: 
part  pf  the  i*»//?/6:  nation  'wefe  dcfirous  of  fe^ing-in- 
flidl^d,  it  had  ihetveda  pjiticular  fpite  and  malice  agaif\ft 
the  parliament.'  Charles  cherid^ed  this  dirpofition,  and, 
by  a  variety  of  methods,  endeavoured  to  miike  it  declare 
in  his  favoar,  and  fupport  hiscayfc.     Some  fuccefs,  'tis 

well   knov.'n,    he  had, more,  probably,    he  would 

have  had-,  bOt  for  the  extream  bigottry  pf  ihe.pfiefts, 
and  the  Nunticx,  who  were  hardly ,^9  be  iatisfiiid  by  any 
conceffions.  At  length,  however,  a  peace  was  made 
between  the  Marquis  of  Ormonde^  .lord-lieutenant-gene- 
ral, and  general  governor  of  the  kingdom  oi  .Ireland ^ 
on  behalf  of  King  Chaiks  of  the. one  part,  and  the  ge- 
neral alTembly  of  the  Roman  Catholics  of  the-fald  king- 
dom, for,  and  on  behalf  Qi  his  Majcfly's  Romai  c^t.\\Or 
lie  fubje6ts,  on  the  other  part;  -This,  pfeace  was  pro- 
claimed January  ij^  1648,  and  dQ.es  very  little  honour 
to  the  Marquis  or  his  n^.i'.fter.  For,  among  other  things, 
it  was  agreed,  *  That  all  atfls,  ordinances  and  orders 
'  made  by  both  or  either  houfes  of  parliament^'-to   the 

*  blemifb,  difhonourand  prejudice  of  tjie  i^lsrav;?  Ciitho- 

*  lies  of.  that  kingdom,  fince  the  7th  of.  y'/z.-^///?,-- 1641, 

*  (hould    be   vacated;   that    all   indiremcnts,.  attainders, 

*  outlawries  in  that  kingdom,  and   all  the  proceft'es  ^rrJ, 

*  other  proceedings,  fince  the  faid.time,  in  prejtjdxe  of 
'  the  Catholics,  fhould  be  :made  void  j  that  Cathodics 
'  might  ht  and  vote  in  parliament  ;  have  places  of  ho- 

*  nour,  command,    profit  and    truft  in   the;  army,  and 

*  that  an  a<5t  of  oblivion  ftiould  be  pafied  to  exictid  to 

*  all    his    Mtijcfty's    fuiijeds    of  that  kingdom,  -of  a'l 

*  treafons  and  ofFences  of  what  nature,   kind  or  -quality 

*  foever,  fince  the  23d  of  OtAO^er^  1641.'  ,In.  a  word, 
every  thing  the  Catholics  coukl  almolt  wifh  for  was 
granted  them,  to  the  no  fmall  aftonifhment  of  the  pffo- 
tcftants.  I  his. palt  not  without  obfcrvation  in  ^t^/^;?/. 
However,  by  means  of  this  peace,  the  chief  iparts.  of 
Ireland  declared  for  CharLs\  and  af&erwards  for ihi^jipn  ; 

Q_  and 
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there  in  purfuance  of  the  adt  of  parliament 

for 


2n6  lord  Ormonde^  emboldened  thereby,  took  the  liber- 
ty to  ufe   a  language  towards  the  Englijh  government, 
which  he  little  imagined   they  would   (o  foon  avenge. 
'  The  dregs  and  fcum  of  the  houfe  of  commons,  pick- 
*  ed  and  awed  by  the  army,'  '  a  wicked  remnant,  left 
,    '  for  no  other  end,  than  yet  further,  if  it  be  poflible, 
articles^ of     '  ^o  delude  the  people  with  the  name  of  a  parliament,* 
peace, letter,  were  fome  of  the  expreffions  his  lordfhip  made  ufe  of 
&C.  m  Mil-  jj^  j^jg  jejter  to  colorlel   Jones,  governor  of  Dublin,  in 
works          order  to  induce  him  to  furrender  that  city  into  his  hands. 
\o\.  i.  p.      Cromwell  was  alfo  likened  in  the  fame  letter  to  yohn  of 
364-385.    Leyden{q). 

Milion,  in  his  obfervations  on  this  peace,  gives  his 
lordfliip  very  keen  anfwers  to  tbefe  reproaches,  though 
in  a  ftile  far  more  decent.  *  Seeing,  fays  he,  he  con- 
'  tains  not  himfelf,  but,  contrary  to  what  a  gentleman 
'  flibuld  know  of  civility,  proceeds  to  the  contemptu- 

*  ous  naming  of  a  perfon,  whofe  valour  and  high  me- 
'  rit    many  enemies,    more   noble   than  himfelf,  have 

*  both  honoured  and  feared ;  to  afl'ert-  his  good  name 
'  and  reputation,  of  whofe  fervice  the  commonwealth 

*  receives   fo  ample  fatisfacticn,  it   is  anfwered   in  his 

*  tehalf,  that  Cr:mzvel',  whom  he  couples  with  a  name 
^  of  fcorn,  hath  done,  in  a  (cw  years,  more   eminent 

*  and   remarkable  deeds,  whereon  to  found  nobility  in 

*  his  houfe,  though  it  were  wanting,  than  Ormonde^  and 

*  all  his  anceftors  put  together,  can  (hew  from  any  re- 
'  cord  of  their  Irijh  exploits,  the  widefl:  fcene  of  their 

(r)  rd.  p.     t  glory  (r).'     This   the   Marquis  got  by  ufmg   abufive 

language. But    to  proceed    with    the  narration. 

Peace  being  made  with  the  catholics,  and  Lord  Inchi- 
queen  having  Joined  aljb  with  Ormonde,  the  Marquis  ad- 
vifed  his  young  mafter  Charles  II.  to  come  thither  as  to 
a  place  of  fecurity  and  advantage.  In  a  memorial  de- 
livered by  the  lords  of  his  Majefty's  council  to  the  lords 
deputies  for  the  States  General,  March  29,  1649,  N.  S. 
We  find  them,  after  toucbi/ig  on  the  flare  of  England" 

and 
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for  that  purpofe,    whereby  the  Irifi  being 

fub- 


and  Scotland,  declaring  his  Majefty's  refolutions  in  the 
followins:  manner:  *  This  being- the  true  condition  of 

*  his  Majefty's  two  kingdoms  of  England  and  Scotland^ 

*  and   it  being  necefTary  fcr  his  Majefty  to  give  life  to 

*  the  afflidled  ftate  of  his  affairs  by  his  own  activity  and 

*  vigour,  your  lordfhips  clearly  difcern,  that  his  other 

*  kingdom  of  Ireland  is,  for  the  prefent,  fitteft  to  re- 

*  ceive    his    Majefty's  perfon ;  and  thither  he  intends, 

*  with  all  convenient  fpecd,  to  tranfport  himfelf,  being 

*  thereunto  earneftly  advifed,  and  with   great  importu- 
'  nity  invited,  by   the  kingdom  of  Ireland,  and  by  the 

*  Marquis  of  Ormonde,  his  MajeOy's  lieutenant-general 

*  there  ;  by  whofe  great  wifdom  a   peace  is  there  con- 
'  eluded,  and  thereby  the  King,    at  this  time,  poffefled 

*  entirely  of  three  parts  of  four  of  that  his  large  and 

*  fruitful  kingdom,  and  of  the   command  of  good   ar- 

*  mies  and  a  good   fleet  to  be  joined  to  his  navy  ;  and 

*  he  hath  reafon  to   believe  that  Dublin,  and    the   few 

*  other    places  (that  have  fubmitted   to  the    rebellious 

*  power  in  England)  either  are,  upon  the  knowledge  of 

*  that  odious  parricide,  returned  to  their  allegiance,  or 

*  will  be  fuddenly   reduced;  fo  that  the  affairs  of  that 

*  kingdom  being  fettled  (which   we  hope  will  be  in  a  (^  Or- 

*  fhort  time)  the  King  will  be  ready  to  go  from  thence  ^^^n^e's 

*  into   Scotland,  when  his  prefence  there  fhall  be  requi- byCarte''  '' 

*  fite  (j).'     How  full  the  King  was  of  going  to  Ireland, ^oi-  i.  p. 
appears  from  the  following  letter,    written  in  cypher  by  ^^^'  ^'l"''* 
Sir   Edward  Nicholas,  from   the   Hague  (the  day   after    ''''" 
the  above  memorial   was   given  in)  to  Lord  Ormonde. 

*  It  is  very  true,  that  the  King  intends  to  make  France 

*  his  way  to  Ireland,  and  to  meet  the  Queen :  and,  I 

*  believe,  be  will  go  to  Paris  to  her.     The  truth  is,  I 
'  cannot  guefs   at    the  time   of  our  remove,   tho'  the 

*  King  be  refolved  for  Ireland,   and  defires  to  \}e  there 

*  as  foon  as   may  be :  and  no  man  is  now  fo   mad,  as 

*  openly  to  avow  a   ciiflike  of  it.     But  the   want   of 

*  money  is  fo  incrsdibie,  and  the  debts  fo  great,  that 

Ci.2  *   I 
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fubduedj    the    beft    part   of   that   kingdom 

was 


*  I  know  not  how   we  (hall  get  over  tbefe  difficulties. 

*  And  you  muft  know,  that,   though  no  man  oppofes 

*  the   going  into  Ireland^  yet  many  are  in  their  hearts 

*  aeainft  it,  and  are  glad  to  cherifti    any  rubs.     The 

*  Scotch  fadlion  is  ftiong  and   bold,  and  have  friends  in 

*  this  ftate.     1  he  Queen,  I   believe,  v/i!l   govern  very 
l]  /',         '  much,  and  is  full  of  deigns.     Thev  peifvi'ade  her  to 

State  papers, '  go  with  the  Ring  into  Ireland  [t)J But   all  thefe 

&c.  p.  250.  defigns  proved  abortive  :  for  the  parliarr;ent,  underftand- 

jng  what  had  palTed  in  Ireland^  appointed  lieutenant- 
general  Crcmxveli  commander  in  chief  of  that  kingdom. 
He  had  Irctcn  placed  next  in  command  under  him,  and 
great  preparations  were  made  for  the  war.  In  the  mean 
time  the  fpirir,  conjured  up  by  Cromiudl  in  the  Leveliero, 
began  to  be  very  troublcfome  to  the  ftate,  and  incom- 
modious to  its  affairs.  They  reproached  thofe  in  pow- 
er i  they  refufed  obedience  to  the  general ;  and  would 
not  go  into  Ireland.  Fairfax  and  Crcmivell  fet  themfelves 
to  reduce  thofe  men,  and  they  did  it  fo  efFeftually,  that 
the  fervice  of  Ireland  was  no  farther  hindered.  Whilft 
Cronrivell  was  making  preparations  for  his  voyage,  lord 
Oimonde  befieged  Dullin\  hut  Jones  found  foon  an  op- 
portunity to  give  him  a  fpecimcn  of  the  valour  of  the 
Englijh.  Fqr,  with  a  very  few  forces,  comparatively, 
he  fell  on  the  befiegers,  killed  4000,  took  2517  prifon- 
ers,  together  witK  a  great  quantity  of  arms  and  ftores. 
Ormonde  foon  after  writ  to  'Jones  for  a  lift  of  the  pri- 
foners  taken,  to  whom  Jona  laconically  replied,  '  My 
(k)  Borlafe's '  lord,  fiHcc  I  routed  your  army,  I  cannot  have  the 
Hiaoryot     c  happinefs  to  know  where  you  are,  that  I  may  wait 

bleirifhre'    '  up' n  you  [u)^ Cr5»jztr// arrived  at  Dullln  on  the 

bellion,  p.     15th   of  AuguJ}.^  1 64 9,  and   on  the  30th  of  the  fame   , 
"*•  ^''*-     month   took  the  field,  befieged  Drcgheda,  took    it    by 
'  ftorm,  and  put  the  earrifon  to  the  fword.     All  this  was 
done  in    the  fpace  of  nine   days,  *  and  a  body  of  near 

*  3C00    men, .  fa\  s  Borlafe,  were  totally  deftroyed  ajid 

•  malTacred,  with  which,  in  refpe<2  of  experience  and 

5  *  ecu- 
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was  portioned   out  among  the  foldiers   and 

ad- 


*  courage  of  the  officers,  and  goodnefs  and   fidelity  of 

*  the  common  men,  the  marquis   would  have  been  glad 

*  to  have  found  himfelf  engaged  in  the  field    with   the  (x)  Borlafe's 

*  enemy,  thoi:gh   upon  fome  difadvantages  (at).'     The  ^'^'"■y^  &<=• 
flaughter  ufed  at  Drogheda  has  been   looked  on  by  the     " 
generality  as  very  cruel    and    barbarous,  and   Cromwell 

has  been  reproached  greatly  on  that  account.  And  it 
murt  be  confefled,  that  orders  iflbed  for  putting  to  the 
fword,  and  -giving  no  quarter,  found  very  fhocking  in 
the  eafs  of  the  humape  and  benevolent.  And  it  were 
to  have  been  wifhed  that  fu'ch  orders  had  never  beea 
given  or  executed  by  any  general  "of  rank  and  character. 
Though,  it  ever  fuch  treatment  is  juftifiable,  it  is  in 
fuch  a  cafe  as  this,  where  the  known  difpofition  and  be- 
haviour of  the  fufFercrs  are  remarkably  barbarous,  in- 
human and  cruel.  Cromv^ell,  in  his  letter  to  the  fpeak- 
er,  dated  Dublin,  September  17,  1649,  owns  that  he 
forbade  to  fpare  any  that  were  in  arms  in  the  town,  and 
'  he  thinks,'  he  fays,  *  that  they  put  to  the  fword  a- 

*  bout  2000  men  the  ftrfl  night  they  entered  ;  that  the 

*  next  day  one  of  the  towers  which  had  held  out  hav- 
'  ing  fubmitted,  their  officers  were  knocked  on  t^c 
'  head,  and  every  tenth  man  of  the  foJdiers  killed,  and 

*  the  reft  fliipped  for  the  Barhadoes^ — I  am  perfwaded,' 
adds   he,   *  that   this   is  a   righteous  judgment  of  God 

*  upon  thefe   barbarous  wretches,    who    have  imbrued 

*  their  hands   in  fo  much  innocent    blood,  and  that  it 

*  will  tend  to  prevent  the  effufion  of  blood  for  the  fu- 
'  ture  ;  which  are  the  fatisfadtory  grounds  to  fuch  ac- 

*  tions,    which,    otherwife,  cannot  but    work   remorfe  ^y'  Z*^"'*- 

.     .      -     .  mentary 

*  and  regret  {y).'  This  is  faying  the  moft  for  the  jufti-  Hiftory,  vol. 
fication  of  the  fa£l.  The  name  of  Cromwell^  and  the  "'"•  p-  ao4. 
execution  at  Drogheda,  had    fuch  an  efFe£t  indeed,  that 

fuccefs  almoft  conflantly  attended  him  ;  infomuch  that 
the  far  greater  part  of  Ireland  was  reduced  to  the  obe- 
dience of  the  commonwealth,  before  he  returned  to 
England,  Which  was  in  May^  1650.^ — ^— -After  this 
0.3  the 
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adventurers   of  the  Englifi  nation  :  witnefs 

the 


the  war  was  carried  on  hy  Ireton,  whom  Cromwell  had 
conftituted  his  deputy,  with  like  valour  and  fuccefs,  till, 
in  a  little  tiaie,  the  great  armies  of  the  Catholics  were 
difperfed,  their  towns  taken,  their  leaders  forced  to 
fly,  and  the  whole  kingdom,  in  a  manner,  fubdued. 
Application  was  made  for  afliftance  from  abroad,  par- 
ticiilarly  to  the  Duke  of  Lcrrain,  who  promifed  great 
things  upon  conditions  very  high ;  but  little  was  done 
by  him,  or  any  one  elfe :  for  the  EngHJk  arms  were 
every  where  terrible,  and  he  thought  himfelf  raoft  out 
of  danger  who  kept  himfelf  moft  out  of  their  reach. 
In  a  word,  after  fome  time  the  Irijh  being  wholly  re- 
duced, their  lands  were  divided  among  the  foldiers  and  ad- 
venturers, the  murtherers  of  the  En^lijh  were  exempla- 
rily  punifhed,  and  peace  and  tranquillity  were  given  to 
a  land  ruined  by  the  villany  and  barbarity  of  its  inha- 
bitants. How  fnlly  Ireland  was  reduced  by  the  com- 
monwealth and  Cromwell^  will  appear  from  the  follow- 
ing extra6ls  from   Clirerdon. *  When  the  fuccefs  of 

*  the  parliament  had  totally  fubdued  the  King's  arms, 
'  and  himfelf  was  fo  inhumanly  murdered,  neither  the 
.*  forces  in  L  eland,  under  the  King's  authority,  nor  the 

*  IriJh,  who  had  too  late  promifed  to  fubmit  to  it,  could 

*  make  any  long  refiftance;  fo  that  Crom'iell  quickly 

*  difperfed  them  by  his  own    expedition  thither :  and, 

*  by  licencing  as  many  as  defired  it  to  tranfpurt  as  ma- 

*  ny  from  thence,  for  the  fervice   of  the  two  crowns 

*  of  France  and   Spaiiiy    as   they    would    contra(5l   for, 

*  cjulckiy  made  a  difappearance   of  any  army   in   that 

*  kingdom  to  oppofe  his  co;iquefts      And  after  the  de- 

*  feat  of  the  Kmg  at  IVorceJier,  he   feemed  to  all  men 

*  to  be  in  as  quiet  a  pofleffion  of  Ireland  as  of  England^ 

*  and  to  be  as  much  without  enemies  in  the  one  as  the 
'  other   kingdom. Not  only  all    the  Ir'tjh  nation 

*  fvery  few  excepted)  were  found  guilty  of  the  rebel- 
*.lion,  and  fo  to  have  forfeited  all   their  eftates ;  but 

*  the  Marquis  of  Ormcnde^  the  Lord  Iruhiquin,  and  all 

*  the 
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the  Englijh  Catholics,  and  whofoever  had  ferved  the 
King,  were  declared   to  be  under  the  fame  guilt,  and 

the  lands  feized  upon   for  the  benefit  of  the  ftate. 

The  whole  kingdom  was  admeafured  j  the  accounts 
of  the  money  paid  by  the  adventurers  within  the 
time  limited,  and  what  was  due  to  the  army  for  their  pay, 
•were  ftated  ;  and  fuch  proportions  of  acres  in  the  feveral 
provinces  were  affigned  to  the  adventurers  and  officers 
and  foldiers,  as  were  agreeable  to  the  a(fl  of  parlia- 
ment, by   admeafurement. And   that  every  body 

might  with  the  more  fecurity  enjoy  that  which  was 
affigned  to  him,  they  had  found  a  way  to  have  the 
confent  of  many  to  their  own  undoing.  They  found 
the  utter  extirpation  of  the  nation  (which  they  had 
intended)  to  be  in  itfelf  very  difficult,  and  to  carry  in 
it  fomewhat   of  horror,    that  made  fome  impreffion 

upon  the   ftone-hardnefs  of  their   own  hearts. — 

They  therefore  found  this  expedient,  which  they 
called  an  z^  of  grace.  There  was  a  large  tra<5l  of 
land,  even  to  the  half  of  the  province  of  Conaught^ 
that  v/as  feparated  from  the  reft  by  a  long  and  large 
river,  and  which,  by  the'  plague  and  many  maflacres, 
remained  almoft  defolate.  into  this  fpace  and  circuit 
of  land  ihey  required  all  the  Irijh  to  retire  by  fuch  a 
day  under  the  penalty  of  death  ;  and  all  who  fhould 
after  that  time  be  found  in  any  other  part  of  the  king- 
dom, man,  woman,  or  child,  fhould  be  killed  by 
any  body  that  met  them.  The  land  within  this  cir- 
cuit, the  moft  barren  in  the  kingdom,  was,  out  of 
the  grace  and  mercy  of  the  conquerors,  affigned  to 
thofe  of  the  nation,  who  were  enclofed  in  fuch  pro- 
portions as  might,  with  great  induftry,  preferve  their 
lives.  And  to  thofe  perfons,  from  whom  they  had 
taken  great  quantities  of  land  in  ether  provinces,  they 
affigned  the  greater  proportions  within  this  precinct ; 
fo  that  it  fell  to  fome  men's  lot,  efpecially  when  they 
were  accommodated  with  houfes,  to  have  a  compe- 
tent livelihood,  though  never  to  the  fifth  part  of  what 
had  been  taken  from  them  in  a  much  better  province. 
And,  that  they  might  not  be  exalted  with  this  mer- 
ciful donative,  it  was  a  condition  that  accompanied 
Q  4  *  this 
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*  this  their  accoriiroodation,  that  they  fbotild  all  give  re- 

*  leafes  of  their   former  rights  and    titles   to  the  land 

*  that  was  taken  from  them,  in  confideration  of  what 

*  was  now  afGgned  to  them  j  and  fo  they  fhouid  for 
'ever  bar  theniTcives  and  their  heirs  from  ever  laying 
'  claim  to  their  old  inheritance. And,  by  this  means, 

*  the  plantation  (as  they  called  ii)  of  Conaught  was  fi- 

*  nifhed,  and  ail  the  Irijb  nation  inclofed  within  that 

*  circuit,  the  rcf:  of  Ireland  being  left    to  ihe  Eng/ijl  ; 

*  fome  to  the  olJ  lords  and  juft  proprietors,  who,  being 
'  all  proteftants  (for  no  Roman  Catholic  was  admitted) 

*  had  either  never  offended  them,  or  had  ferved  them, 

*  or  had  made  compofition   for  their  delinquencies,  by 

*  the  benefit  of  fume  articles;  and  feme  to  ^he  adven- 

*  turers  and  foidicrs.     And   a  good  and  great  part  (as 

*  I  rtinen-.bcr,  the  whole  province  of  "lippfraty)  Crom- 

*  Uie.l  had  refcrved  to  hinifelf,  as  a  dcmefne  (as  he  cal- 

*  led  it)  fur   the  fiate,  and  in  which  no  adventurer  or 

*  foldier  n^ould  demand  his  let  to  be  afligned,  and,  no 

*  doubt,  intended  both  the  flate  and   it  for  the  makiiig 

*  great  his  own  family.     It  cannot  be  imagined  in  how 

*  cafy  a  method,  and   with  what  peaceab.e   formality, 

*  thi$   whole  great  kingdom  was  takeri   from  the  juft 

*  lords  and    p.oprietors,  and  dividetl  and   given  among 

*  thofe,  who  had   no   other   right  to  it,  but   that  they 

*  had  power  to  keep  it,  no  men  having  fo  great  fhares 

*  as  they  who  had  been  inftruments  to  murder  the  King, 

*  and  were  not  like,  willingly,  to  psrt  with  it  to  his 

'  fuccefior.* Ireland  was_  the  great  capital,  out   of 

'  which  all  debts  were  paid,  all  fervices  rewarded,  and 

*  all  acls  of  bounty  performed.     And,  which  is  more 

*  wonderful,  all  this  was  done  and  fettled,  within  little 
'  more  than  two  years,  to  that  degrre   of  perfedion, 

*  that  there  were  many  buildings  raifed  for  beauty  as 
'  well  as  ufe,  orderly  tnd  regular  plantations  of  trees, 

*  and  fences  and  enclofures  raifed  throughout  the  king- 
.  *  dom    purchafes  made  by  one  from  the  other   at  very 

*  valuable  rates,  and  jointures   made  upon  marriages, 
<  and  all  other  conveyances  and  fettlcments  executed> 

as  in  a  kingdom  of  peace  within  itfcl^  and  where  no 

*"  doubt 
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*  doubt  could    be   made   of  the   validity   of  titles  (z).'  {%)  Conu- 
The  reader  need  not   be  told  how  much  honour   this  chrendo^n's 
relation    does   to  the  parliament  of  the  commonwealth  Life,  vol.ii. 
of  E'gland,  by  whofe  wifdom    thefe  great  things  were  p-  'H— 
thus   (ettled    and  liccomplilhed.   ,  Kis    lordftiip  ftrongly  ^^  ' 
indeed   infinuates  cruelty  in  thcfe   proceedings:  but  his 

word  is  not  to  be  depended  on.  That  they  intended 
the  utter  extirpation X)f  t\\Q  Jrijh  nation  is  meer  calum- 
ny, as  appears  from  the  preamble  to  the  z8i  for  fet- 
tling Ireland^  in  which,  among  other  reafons  for  paf- 
fmg  it,  one  is,  *  That  the  people  of  that  nation  might 

*  know  that  it  is  not  the  intei)tit)n  of  the  parliament  to 

*  extirpate  that  whole  nation,  but  that  mercy  and   par- 

*  don,  both    as  to  life   and   eftate,  may  be  extended 'to 

*  all  hufbandmen,    plowmen,  labourers,    artificers,  and  (a)  Scobel's 

'  others  of  the  inferior  fort  {a).'     The  curious  reader  coiieftions, 

will  do  well  to  confuk  the  a6t.     I  will  not  dilate  on  his  ^""''°  ^^52»' 

c.  13, 

lordftiip's  ftiling  Tippcrary  a.  province  ;  fuch  a  miftake  is 
pardonable  in  a  man  who  confefies  himfelf  to  have  been 
ignorant  of  there  being  any   fuch  place  in  Eniland  as  ,^,  »     . 

SkeemcjS  [h].- However,  I  cannot  find  that  Crcmwell  nw^uon,  vol, 

referved  it  a^  a  dcmefne  for  the  Hate  or  his  own  family.  "i»  P-  75*« 

» 1    will    only    add,  that  Lord   Molefvuorth  gives   it 

as    his    opinion,    that    to    Crcmwill's    diftributing    oi    .       . 
the  enemies  lands   to  the  fo!diers   in  Ireland^  'we  owe  lo  Hollo- 

*  that  kingdom's   being   a  proteftant   kingdom  at  this  man's  Fran- 

*  day,  and  its  continuing  fubjetl  to  the  crown  of  Eng-  "^°  Gdl'2> 

*  land  {c):  30.        ^* 
Lieutenant-general  Lvdlow  had  a  great  fhare  in   all 

thefe  tranfacStions.' The  fpirit  with  which  he   a6ted 

will  appear  from  the  following  anfwer  given  to  a  letter 
of  the  Marquis  of  Clanrickarde,  defiring  a  conference 
with  him  for  the  fettling  the  repofe  of  the  nation,  and 
a  fafe  conducl  for  commiflioncrs  to  treat  with  him  for 
that  purpofe. 


My 
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the   adions   of   Cromwell  (ll)  in   Scotland^ 

whichj 

My  Lord, 

"iN  anfwer  to  yours  of  the  24th  of  March,  by  which 
-■■  you  propofe  a  treaty  for  the Tettlement  of  this  coun- 
try, and  defire  a   fafe  conduit  for  the  commiffioners  you 
Ihall  judge  fit  to  employ  in  the  management  of  that  af- 
fair,   1  think  fit,    in   purfuance  of   the    advice   of  the 
commiffioners  of    the  parliament   of  England,    and  of 
many  officers  of  the  Ei.glijji  army,  to  adveriife  you,  as 
hath  been  already  anfwered  to  thofe  who  have  fent  pro- 
pofitions   of  the  like  nature,  that  the  fettlement  of  this 
nation  doth   of  right  belong  to  the  parliament  of  the 
commonwealth  of  England^  to  whom  we  are  obliged  in 
duty  to  leave  it,  being  aflured  that   they  will  not  capi- 
tulate with  thofe  who  ought  to  fubmit  to  them,  and  yet 
cppofe  themfelves   to  their    authority,    and  upon    vain 
and  frivolous  hopei  have  refufed  fuch  offers  of  favour 
as  they  would   gladly   accept  at  prefent  :  fo  that  I  fear 
they  will  be   conArained  to  proceed  againit  them   with 
the   higheft   feverity,  which    that  you  may   prevent  by 
your  timely  fubmiflion,  is  the  defire  of, 
,  My  Lord, 
,- ,    ,,    .  Your  humble  fervant, 

voi.i.  p.  Edmund  Ludlow  [d). 

This  redu£iion  of  Ireland,  in  fo  fhort  a  time,  when 
the  affairs  of  the  commonwealth  were  in  fo  low  a 
flate  there,  does,  'undoubtedly,  great  honour  to  Crom- 
fvell,  as  well  as  the  other  commanders  in  chief  after 
him.  His  ad^ions  here  have  always  juftly  made  one  part 
of  his  panegyric.  We  fhall  foon  fee  that  he  did  not 
difgrace  them  by  any  after  military  ill  behaviour. 

(  ll)  Cromwell's  actions  i.i  Scotland,  ord  the  viii:ry 
of  Worcefler.J  'Tis  well  known,  that  the  Sects  were 
extremely  ill  ufed  by  Charles  the  firft  ;  that  they  oppoied 
his  mealures  ;  marched  an  army  into  England ,  ]o\n&^ 
with  the  parliament,    and  helped  to  reduce  him  to  a 

ftate 
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which,  with  the  vidory  at  Worcejier,  (o  to- 
tally 

fl  .te   of  captivity. Tbey  flopped   fhort,  however, 

here,  and  very  violently  oppofed  his  trial  and  condem- 
nation, looking  on   him  as  their  King,  and  th?  judges 

as  murtherers. Thus    matters  ftood  when  the  com- 

monweahh  was  ere(3ed  in  England.  Soon  after  appli- 
cation was  made  to  Charles  II.  by  commiflioners  from 
the  Scot:iJh  nation,  in  order  to  his  entrance  into  that 
kingdom,  and  mounting  the  throne  of  his  anceftors. 
Many  of  the  young  King's  counreilors  were  againft 
this,  lookins;  on  the  Scots  as  a  rebellious  nation  who 
had  been  the  original  caufe  of  the  late  King's  misfor- 
tunes. And  very  probable  it- is,  that  had  not  Lord 
Ormonde,  and  the  catholic  confederates  in  Irelaid,  been 
defeated  by  Jones  and  CromiLell,  he  would  not  have  had 
a  thought  of  going  thither.  Lord  Byron,  in  a  letter  to 
the  Marquis  of  Orrmnde,  dated  Hague,  April  12,  1649, 
N,  S.  writes  as  follows :  '  Commiffioners  are  come  out 

*  of  Scotland,  confifting   of  one  Earl  (the  Earl  of  Caf- 

*  fcls)  two   burgefles,  and   four   divines,  to  treat  with 

*  his  Majefty  concerning  the  affairs  of  that  kingdom, 

*  or  rather  to  impofe  unfufferable  conditions  upon  him, 

*  To  give  the  better  affurance  of  their  good  intentions 

*  to  his  fervice,  immediately  before  their  coming  out 
'  of  Scotland,  the  Marquis  of  Huntley  was  put  to  death 

*  for  no  other  crime  but  his  loyalty  to  the  King.     Their 

*  propofitions  are  as  infolent  as  can  be  imagined  ;  for 
'  they  require  that  all  malignants  and  evil  counfellors 
'  (and  particularly  the  Marquis  of  Montv^fe)  fhould  be 

*  banifhed  the  court ;  that  his  Majefly  fhould  take  both 

*  the  national  covenant  and  the  holy  league  and   cove- 

*  nant    (as  they   term  it)  and  eflablifh   a  prefbyterian 

*  government  in  all  his  kingdoms.     But  the  King  bc- 

*  ing  now  unfortunately    in    a   presbyterian   country, 

*  cannot   refent  thefe    indignities   fo  as   otherwife    he 

*  would.     Howfoever,    his    intention  is,    not  to  enter 

*  into  any  particular  debate   of  thefe  propofitions,  but 

*  to  remit  the  commiflioners  till  hi^  coming  into  Irc' 

*  land. 
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tally  broke   the   power  of  Scot  land ^  that  it 

was 


*  land,  the  matters   propounded  by  them  concerning  his 

*  other  kingdoms  as  well  as  ScAland  (^).' Sir  Ed- 
ward Nicholas^  in  a  letter  to  the  fame  nobleman,  dated 

^' Jerfey,  OSiober  13-23,  1649,  fays,  'There  are  Scots 
'  commiflioners  coming  hither ;  but  their  propofitions 
«  are  as  unreafdnable  as  the  former  fent  into  Holland. 
'  They  have  now  a  ftrong   fa6lion  about  the    King  : 

*  and   the  Lord  Jermyn  (who  is  efteemed  the  head  of 

*  the  Scots  presbyterian  faflion)  hath,    its  faid,  gained 

*  many  that  are  now  about  his  Majefty  to  his  party, 
*!  and,  fome  fay,  will   come  hither   to   affiil  with  all  his 

*  intereft  and  power  the  advancement  of  the  King's  de- 
'  figns.  The  truth  is.  Sir  Edward  Hyie  being  fo  un- 
'  neceflarily  and  unskilfully  employed  in  Spain,  hath 
'  given  an  infinite  advantage  to  the  Scots  presbyierians  j 
«  for  he  was  expert  in  all  their  jigs  and  artifices  (/").* 

What    the   good   fecretary    would    have    had    the 

young  King  do  is  hard  to  fay.     There   was  no  place 

for  him  in  England  or  Ireland where  then   could 

he  go  but  into  Scotland?  How  expert  foever  Sir  Ed- 
ward Hyde  might  be  in  the  Sects  jigs  and  artifices,  it 
would  not  have  been  in  his  power  to  have  hindered 
the  King's  refolving  to  agree  with  the  commiflioners 
of  that  kingdom,  though,  'tis  very  certain,  his  in- 
clination was  not  much  that  way.  For  he  had  no 
love  for  the  Scots  league  and  covenant ;  he  reliflied  not 
the  manners  and  behaviour  of  the  ruling  part  of  that 
nation  ;  nor  could  he  well  put  on  the  ftifF  and  formal 
air  which  was  almoft  eflentially  neccfTary  to  gain  their 
favour.  But  neceflity  has  no  law  :  the  King  leaving 
Breda  took  (hip  in  Holland;  landed  in  Scotland -y  and, 
having  taken  the  folemn  league  and  covenant,  and 
jfigned  a  declaration,  wherein  he  renounced  the  fins  of 
bis  father's  houfe,  and  of  his  own,  and  the  idolatry  of 
his  mother,  was  folemnly  crowned  there.  This  filled 
the  royalifts  with  hopes,  as  appears  from  a  letter  of 
Lo/d  Ormonde  to   Sir  Edward  NichJas^  dated  Louvre, 
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was  no  longer  in  a  condition  to  fupport  its 

own 

February  i2,  i6jo.  '  Though  it  be  very  true,  that  his 
Majeily's  condition  muft  be  to  hinifelf  molt  irkfome, 
and  to  his  fervants,  that  have  endeavoured  to  ferve  his 
happy  father  and  himfelf  in  their  own  method,  molt 
uiuomfortable,  yet,  by  what  Mr.  Seymour  relates,  and 
which  feems  confirmed  by  the  London  prints,  it  may 
be  truly  faid  to  be  in  fome  degree  amended  by  his*to- 
ronation,  and  the  conjundion  of  that  people,  which, 
as  it  gives  fome  foreign  reputation  to  his  bufinefs,  fo 
it  promifes  more  of  reliftance  againft  the  rebels,  than 
when  they  were  divided ;  and,  confequently,  may 
more  probably  afFord  an  opportunity  to  others  of  bet- 
-ier  inclinations  to  (how  themfelves ;  and  the  fame 
God,  who,  contrary  to,  and  beyond  the  priginal  in- 
tention of  the  Englijh  rebels,  hath  permitted  them  to 
perpetrate  fo  unexampled  villanies  againft  the  royal 
family  and  freedom  of  England^  niay,  contrary  to, 
and  beyond  the  purpofe  of  the  Scon  (who  gave  the 
rife  to  the  perpetration)  make  them  inftrumental  in 
the  reftoration,  I  hope  he  purpofes,  to  the  King's  juft  Cs")  ^^' 
*  power,  and  his  people's  free  claim  (^).'  But  his  lord-  sj^tg 
Ihip's  hopes  weie  ill  founded.  The  Scots  were  zealous  pers,  vol.  I. 
indeed  to  ferve  their  covenanted  King,  and  they  hated  P-405* 
heartily  the  Englijh  government  and  army,  whom  they 
were  taught  by  their  clergy  to  look  on  and  ,call  feSlaries^ 
a  name,  in  the  ears  of  the  priefts  and  prieft-ridden, 
moft  odious  and  abominable.  Great  preparations  were 
every  v/here  made  to  raife  an  army,  which  might  de- 
ftroy  thefe  men,  and  reftore  his  Majefty  to  the  Englijh 
throne.  But  the  thing  was  not  fo  eafxly  efFedted  as 
planned.  Thofe  who  fat  at  the  helm  of  affairs  were 
upon  their  guard.  On  the  1 2th  of  'June^  1650,  the 
parliament  voted,  that  the  lord -general  Fairfax^  and 
lieutenant-general  Cromivell^  (hould  both  be  command- 
ed to  go  upon  the  northern  expedition  :  and  that  the 
council  of  (late  (which  had  been  conftituted  at  the  be- 
ginning of  tjje  new  government,  and  confifled  of  fome 

of 
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own  independency,  much  lefs  place  the  fon 

of 


of  the  moft  able  men  in  it)  do  acquaint  them  with  it, 
and  take  care  for  their  fpeedy  march  towards  Sect- 
land.  For  they  thought  it  beft  to  be  before  hand 
with  the  Sccts^  and  to  carry  the  war  into  that  country. 
'  Fairfax  being  advifed  with  herein,  feemed  at  flrft  to 

*  like  well  of  it,  but  afterwards  being  hourly  perfwad- 

*  ed  by  the  prefbyteiian  minifiers,  and    his   own    lady, 

*  who  was  a  great  patronefs  of  them,  he  declared  him- 

*  felf  unfatisfied  that  tliere  was  a  Juft  ground  for  the 
'  parliament   of  England  to  fend  their  army  to  invade 

*  Scotland :  but  that  in  cafe  the  Scots  fhould  invade  Eng- 
'  land^  then  he  was  forward  to  engage  againft  them  in 

*  defence  of  his  own   country      The  council   of  ftate 

*  fomewhat  troubled  at  his  excellency's  fcrupIes,appoint- 

*  ed  CrctnivrUf  Lcmbert,  Hr.rrijon^  St.  ychn,  and  IVhit' 

*  ktky  to  be  a  committee  to  confer  hereupon  with  him ; 

*  and  to  endeavour  to  fatisfy  him  of  the  juftice  and 
'  jawfulnefs  of  this  undertaking.     Accordingly  this  ccm- 

*  mittee  met  Lord  Fairfax,  and  being  (hut  up  together 

*  in  a  room  in  Ji  hiteha  I,  they  went  firft  to  prayer,  that 
'  God  would  direci  them  in  this  bufinefs ;  and  Cromwell 
*■  began.     Moft   of    the  committee  alfo  prayed,    after 

*  which  they  difcourfed   in  the  manner  related  at  large 

*  by  Mr.  li  hitloek.''  From  his  account  it  appears  that 
Fairfax  grounded  his  unwillingnefs  to  invade  Scotland, 
on  the  foundation  of  the  two  nations  being  bound  in 
the  national  league  and  covenant ;  *  And  now  for  us, 

*  faid  he,  contrary  thereunto  and  without  fufficient  caufe 

*  given  us  by  them,  to  enter  into  their  country  with  an 

*  army, ,  arid    to  make  war    upon  them,  is  that  which 

*  1  cahnot  fee  the  juftice  of.  nor  how  we  (hall   be  able 

*  to  juftify  the  lawfulnefs  of  it  to  God  or  man.'  Crcm- 
ibetl  to  this  replied :  *  I  confefs,  my  lord,  that  if  they 

*  have  given  us  no  caufe  to  invade  them,  it  will  not  be 
^  juftifiable  in  us  to  Jo  it ;  and  to  make  war  upon  them 

*  without  a  fufficient  ground  for  it,  will  be  contrary  to 
'  that  which  in  confcience  we  ought  to  do,  and  difpleaf- 

6  '  ing 
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of  the   late  King   on  the  throne    of  his  fa- 


thers 


'  ing  bath  to  God   and  good  men.     But,  my  lord,  if 

*  they    have  invaded    us,  as  your   lordlhip  knows  they 

*  have  done,  fince  the  national  covenant,  and  contrary 
'  to  it,  in  that  action  of  the  Duke  of  Hamiltsn,  which 

*  was  by  order  and  authority  from  the  parhament  of  that 

*  kingdom,  and  To  the  adt  of  the  whole  nation  by  their 

*  reprefentatives  :  and  if  they  now  give  us  t>'0    much 

*  caufe  of  fufpicion  that  they  intend  another  invafion 
'  upon  us,  joining  with    their  King,  with  whom  they 

*  have  made  a  full  agreement,  without  the  afTent  or  pri- 

*  vity  of  this  commonwealth,  alid  are  very  bufy  at  this 

*  prefent  in  raifing  forces  and  money  to  carry  on  their 
'  cefign  :  if  thefe  things  are  not  a  fuffic  ent  ground  and 

*  caufe  for  us  to  endeavour  to  provide  for  the  fafety  of 

*  our  own  country,  and  to  prevent  the  raiferies  which 

*  an  invafion  of  the  Scots  would  bring  upon  us,  I  hum- 
'  bly  fubmit   it  to  your  excellencies  judgment.     That 

*  they  have  formerly  invaded  us,  and  brought  a  war  into 

*  the  bowels  of  our  country,  is  known  to  ail,  wherein 

*  God  was  pleafcd  to  blefs  us  with  fuccefs  againft  them  j 

*  and  that  they  now  intend  a  new  invafion  upon  us,  I 

*  do  as  really  believe,  and  have  as  good  intelligence  of^ 
'  as  we  can  of  any  thing  not  yet  ailed.     Therefore  I 

*  fay,  my  lord,  that,  upon   thefe  grounds,  I  think  we 

*  have  a  moft  juft  caufe  to  begin,  or  rather  to  return 
'  and   requite  their  hollility  firft   begun  upon   us ;    and 

*  thereby  to  free  our  country  (if  God  fha!l  be  pleafed  to 

*  afBft  us,  and  I  doubt  not  but  he  will)  from  the  great 
'  mifery  and  calamity  of  having  an  army  of  Sects  within 

*  our  country.    That  there  will  be  a  war  between  us,  I 

*  fear  is  unavoidable.     Your  excellency  will  foon  deter- 

*  mine  whether  it  be  better  to  have 'this  war  in  the 
'  bowels  of  another  country  or  our  own  ;  and  that  it 

*  will  be  in  one  of  thenv,  I  think  it  is  without  fcruple.'— 
This  feems  all  very  forcible,  but  it  had  no  effe<5t  on 
Fairfax,  who  having  before  taken  his  refolution,  as  it 
ftould   fcerTj  contented  hiraftlf  with  faying  to  this  and 

the 
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therSj    which  the    Scots   had  fondly  hoped 


for. 


the  like  kind  of  argument  urged  by  JVhltlock^  St.  yohriy 
and  HiirriJoTiy  *  That  human   probabilities  are  not  fuf- 
.  '  ficient  grounds  to  n^ake  war  upon  a  neighbour  nation, 

rials,  p.  '  efpecially  our  brethren  of  Scotland^  to  w  horn  we  are 
<6c — ^462.  *  engaged  in  a  folemn  league  and  covenant  (A).'  One 
mufthave  had  a  ftrange  underftanding,  or  been  under  a 
very  flrange  influence  to  have  talked  after  this  rate  f 
But  fo  it  was,  Fairfax  chofe  rather  to  refign  his  com- 
miflion  than  go  againft  the  ScoU^  in  order  to  prevent  their 
intended  vifit  into  his  own  country.  Cnrnvjcll  urged 
him  to  continue  it  uith  great  vehemence,  but  in  vain, 
and  being  fure  th  .t  he  was  immovcably  fixed  in  his  de- 
termination, preiled  him,  and  the  parliament  to  conti- 
nue him,  with  all  that  dexterity  and  diflimulation  I  have 
elfe-where  mentioned. — Cromwell  now,  by  an  ordinance 
of  parliament,  fuccecded  Fairfax  in  the  fupreme  com- 
mand, and  the  parliament  publifhed  a  declaration  upon 
the  marching  of  their  army  into  Scotland.  In  this  de- 
claration they  take  notice  of  the  averfenefs  to  amity 
and  friendfhip  to  the  commonwealth  manifefted  by  the 
Scots.,  and  their  hoftik  difpofition,  notwithftanding  the 
fignal  hand  of  God  againll  them  upon  their  late  inva- 
fion.  After  this  they  mention  their  tranfaftions  in  1648, 
'and  the  kindnefTes  which  thev  had  received  from  the 
Englijh  army  when  in  Scotland,  '  yet  now,'  continues  the 
parliament,  *  laying  afide  all  confideration  of  former  kind- 

*  nefles,  anjl  of  their  expreflions   and  engagements  of 

*  juftice  and  treaties,  the  common  bonds  of  huqian  fo- 

*  ciety,  they   endeavour  to  exercife  their'power  for  the 
'  deftruclion  of  (hofe  by  whofe  means  they  did  receive  it; 

*  they  again  infift  upon  the  fame  pretenfions  to  rnatters 

*  of  our  government,  and  take  upon  them  to  determime 
'  what  is  fundamental  here  ;  and  direct  and  threaten  us, 

*  if  we  change  not  what  is  now  eftablifhed,  and  form 

*  it  to  their  mind,  or  accommodate  it  to  their  interefl. — 
'  Their  defign  and  refolution  again  to  invade  England., 

*  will  be  the  more  evident,  if  we  remember,    i.  That 

'  upon 


OLIVER  CROMWELL.  241 

for*     Indeed  after  this  lafl:  defeat,  Scotland 

was 


upon  occafion  of  demanding  only  a  treaty  for  fatif- 
faflion  for  their  former  invafion,  they  do,  in  exprefs 
terms,  declare  themfelves  enemies  to  the  government 
of  this  commonwealth,  and  ail  that  adhere  thereto, 
and  lay  foundations  of  fedirion,  and  new  infurre6iions 
amongft  ourfelves.  2.  In  purfuance  of  thefe  grounds, 
they  who  cannot  claim  to  themfelves  the  lead  colour 
of  authority  or  dominion  over  us,  yet  have  taken  upon" 
them,  in  Scotland.,  tu  proclaim  Charles  Stuait  to  be 
King  of  England  and  L  eland',  and  in  their  treaty  fince 
with  him,  have  promifed  him.  their  afliftance  againft 
this  nation.  3.  Before  the  late  invafion  from  Scotland^ 
the  parliament  of  England,  upon  forefight  of  their 
difpofition  to  what  followed,  and  feeing  their  prepa- 
ration, and  the  party  they  had  feduced  in  order  there- 
unto, believing  what  the  event  was  like  to  be,  fent 
thither  commiilioners  to  treat  for  preventing  the  ef- 
fufion  of  blood  ;  but  the  treaty  was  refufed,  and  an- 
fwered  only  with  the  immediate  march  of  their  army 
into  England.  Having  therefore  again  refufed  the 
amicable  offer  of  a  treaty  for  peace,  we  have  reafon 
to  expert  another  invafion.  4.  They  have  equallv 
declared  againft  us  as  fe<5taries,  as  they  have  agalnft 
thofe  of  Montrcfe^s  party,  puttino;  us  into   the  fame 

rank    with     malignants    and     papifts. Their 

defign  and  purpofe  being  thus  evident,  a  neceffity 
is  upon  us  to  ufe  our  befl  endeavours,  with  God's 
alRflance,  to  prevent  them,  and  not  leave  them  to  in- 
vade us  at  their  chofcn  opportunity,  and  our  grcateft  dif- 
advantage,  when  ihey  fhall  have  complcarcd  their  de- 
fign with  foreign  ftates  for  their  aid,  and  with  their 
fadlicjn  and  party  in  this  nation  for  correfpondence  and 
concurrence  in  their  attempts  upon  us;  and  that  we 
may  not  be  at  the  infupportable  charge  of  keeping  fe- 
veral  armies  in  our  own  bowels,  and  fubje<St  ourfelves 
to  the  contributions,  plunderings,  and  barbarous  ufage 
'  of  a  Scots  army,  if  we  fuffer  them  again  to  enter ; 

R  *  or 
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was  by  the  arms   of  the  EngUJlj  common- 
wealth 


*  or  of  keeping  one  formed  army  conftantly  upon  the 
'  borders,  for  preventing  or  refifting  thofe  attempts  up- 

*  on  us,  which  they  are  waiting  an  opportunity  at  their 

*  beft  advantage  to  make.     A  burthen  from  which  we 
'  ought  to  apply  our  bed  endeavours  to  free  the  people, 

*  who  have  i'uffered  fo  deeply  already  by  their  means ; 

*  which  hath  been  part  of  their  defign,  hereby  to  bring 

*  the  people  to  a  difcontent  with  the  government  from 
,   '  the  fenfe  of  charge,  without  confidering  the  caufe  of 

*  the  continuance  thereof,  that  fo  they  may  be  fitted  to 
..      '  receive  their  imprefBons,    and  carry  on  their  fa£lion 

mentary       *  among  US,  and  keep  it  ready  for  them  to  make  ufe  of 

Hiftory,vol.  <  when  they  Ihall  fee  caufe  (/).* On  the  29th  of  Jurty 

XIX  r-*/6  Cromwell  fet  forward  from  London  towards  the  north, 
and  by  the  approbation  of  the  parliament,  a  declaration 
,  of  the  army  of  ^ngland^  upon  their  march  into  ScAlamd, 
was  printed.  The  title  of  it,  too  remarkable  to  be 
omitted,  runs  thus  :  To  all  that  ate  faints^  and  partakers 
cf  the  ja'ith  of  God's  ele^,  in  Scotland  *.  There  is  a 
cant  here  and  there  interfperfed,  but  on  the  whole  it  is  far 
from  a  contemptible  performance.  In  it  is  given  their 
rcafons  for  bringing  the  late  King  to  jufliee,  and  ex- 
cluding his  family  from  the  throne  ;  as  alfo  for  abolifhing 
the  houfe  of  lords,  and  ere(fling  a  commonwealth.  Af- 
ter which,  the  breach  of  the  covenant;  the  rejection  of 

*  Tt  is  not  improbable  this  declaration  of  the  anr.y  of  England,  upon 
their  march  into  Scotland,  was  intended  to  obviate  the  prejudices  excited 
againft  them  in  *  The  declaration  of  maior-general  Mafley  and  80  other 
•'  Englifli  officerr  and  commanders  ingaged  with  the  kingdom  cf  Scotland, 
'  in  behalf  of  tlioir  Frefbyterian  brethren,  in  England,  Ireland,  and  the 

*  principalitic  of  Wales.  Declaring  the  grounds  and  reai'ons  moviiig  them 
'  ta  take  up  arms  in  the  kingdom  of  Scotland;  admonifliing  all  confcien- 

*  rious   preftytcrians  not  to  ap'.ftatJze  from  their  firft  principle?,  nor  ad- 
^*  here,  engage,  or  take  up   arms  with  the  rebels  at  Wcftminfter.     D'a- 

*  ted  at  Oi-kney  iflanJ,  March  19,  1650.'  In  quarto,  without  printer's 
n»me,  or  place.  The  title  of  this  piece  alone  might  fatisfy  us  of  the 
fpirit  with  which  it  is  written;  which  incCfd  is  fharp,  irritating,  and 
abufive,  and.  full  of  the  blackeft  charaftcrs  of  the  army  and  the  parLia- 
ttient, 

pref- 
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wealth   almoft   wholly  fubdued,    and  thbfe 

who 


prefbyterian  government  i  and  the  herenes  and  blafphe- 
mies  charged  on  them  by  fome  ftatifts,  as  they  ftyle 
them,  are  refuted  ;  and  the  King  and  his  adherents  are 
reprefented  as  influenced  by  pbpiih  counfels.  They  then 
add,  *  Is  there  not  now  juft  caufe  for  all  good  men  with 

*  you  to  fear  that  One  fo  bred,  fo  engaged  and  intereft- 

*  ed,  and  meerJy  in  fuch  a  way  coming  in  to  you,  doth 
*"  but  watch    his  opportunity  (to  fpeak  nothing  of  the 

*  weight  of  blood  of  the  faints  under  the  altar,  crying 

*  ftill  for  vengeance  upon  him  and  that  family)  till  by 

*  his  influence  upon  your  army,- which  you  know  how 

*  compofed,  he  may  gain  his  ends  upon  you;  and  hoW 

*  likewife  the  generality  of  the  p^oplt  oi  Scotland  are  af- 

'  fe6led,  is  not  unworthy  of  your  rrioft  ferious  confide-  (i)  ParHj. 

*  ration,  nor  of  a  friendly  intimation   from  us  (/f)' ^entary 

Cromweli  a.Uo,  at  his  arrival  in  Berwick,  publifhed  ano-  x\x°p!\Ti! 
ther  declaration  to  the  people  of  Scotlarid,  in   which  re- 
ferring to  the  grounds  of  the  army's  marching  thither 

as  fet  forth  by  the  parliament  in  their  declaration  above- 
mentioned,  he  takes  notice  of  the  unjuft  reproaches  and 
falfe  flanders  caft  on  the  army  under  his  command  ; 
and  in  order  to  refute  them,  appeals  to  his  known  con- 
duct, when  in  their  country  two  years  before,  towards  the 
people  in  general,  and  the  beft  afFe<3ed  in  particular.  ^ 
He  then  goes  on  to  afTure  the  gentry  and  commonalty  of* 
Sotlcind,  *  That  he  will  not  ofFer  the  leaft- violence  or 

*  injury  to  their  perfons,  goods  or  ptjfiefiions,  they  be- 

*  ing  innocent  in  his  Opinion,  and  invites  them  to  ftay 

*  and  abide  in  their  o\vn» habitations,  where,  fays  he, 

*  they  may  and  fhall   enjoy  what  they  have  in  peace  j 

*  and  not  to  fuffer  themfelves  to  be  miflead  by  the  craft 
'  and  fubtiity  of  any,  into  that  which  muft  needs  prove 

*  their  inevitable  lofs  and  ruin,  and  a  great  hazard  to 

*  their  country  (/).'    _  (OIJ.p  3<i. 
But  thefe  were  things  of  little  confequertce  in  com- 

parifon   of  the  after  actions  of  Cromwell  and  his  army. 

'For  they  made  it  appear  to  Scotland  and  the  vrorld,  that 

R  2  their 
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who  had  bid  defiance  to  their  own  princes, 

were 


their  difcipline  and  valour  were  unparalleled.  The 
country  people  were  treated  with  great  kindnefs  by  the 
general ;  their  wants  fupplied  ;  and  fuch  as  in  the  lead 
injured  them,  very  feverely  puniflied.  On  the  22d  day 
of  ya/y,  1650,  Cromue/l  eniered  ScotLnd^  and  endea- 
voured by  a  variety  of  ways  to  bring  the  Scots  to  a  bat- 
tle. But  they,  though  there  were  fome  fmart  fkirmiftes, 
kept  themfelves  from  a  general  engagement,  and  thought 
by  that  means  to  occafion  the  Englifn^  as  the  winter 
approached,  to  return  through  want  of  provifions. 
1  hey  probably  judged  rightly  \  and  had  they  kept 
their  refolution,  Cromwell  might  have  had  the  mortifi- 
cation of  finding  himfelf  unable  to  execute  his  defigns. 
But  prudence  or  fortune  failed  them,  Cromuell  be- 
gan to  find  himfelf  in  fuch  difficulties  that  he  thought  it 
proper  to  retreat  towards  Dunbar  ;  the  Scots  followed  him 
clofe,  with  an  army  greatly  fuperiour.  They  now 
thought  they  had  Cromwell  in  their  power,  and  they  were 

determined  not  to  ^et  him  efcape. What  condition 

the  Englifo  were  in,  what  the  hopes  of  the  Sects,  and  at 
the  fame  time  the  high  enthufiafm  of  Cromwell.^  will  beft 
appear  from  his  own  letter  to  Mr.  Speaker  LentkaU, 
dated  Dunhar^  Sept.  4,  1650.  Speaking  of  his  retreat 
towards  Dunbar,  he  adds,  *  Their    [the   Sccti'\  whole 

*  army  was  in  march  after  us  :  and  indeed  our  drawing 
'  back  in  this  manner,  with  the  addition  of  three  new 

*  regilhents  added    to  them,  did   much  heighten   their 

*  confidence,  if  not  prefumption   and  arrogancy.     The 

*  enemy  that  night  we  perceived  gathered  towards  the 

*  hills,  labouring  to  make  a  perfe«5i  interpofuion  between 

*  us  and  Berwick  \  and   having  in   this  pofture  a  great 

*  advantage,  through  his  better  knowledge  of  the  coun- 
'  try,  which  he  efFe<Sled  by  fending  a  corifiderable  party 

*  to  the  flrait  pafs  at  Ci,perfp>'tb,  where  t- n  men  to 
'  hinder  are  better  than  forty  to  make  their  way.     And 

*  truly  this  was  an  exigent,  to  us,  wheieby  the  enemy 
■  *  X': '•r'■^. ■.':'.■■  c  i'«;  w  ;h   t^'^'-i  Cyii.'ivu  ii  i\:ii  1  ..r'iament's  ar- 

'  my 
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were  forced  to  fubmit  to  a  foreign  (but  not  a 

griev- 

*  my  was  in  when  it  made  its  hard  conditions  with  the 
'  King  in  Comtvall.  By  feme  reports  that  have  come 
'  to  us,  they  had  difpofed  of  us  and  of  their  bufmefs,  in 

*  fufficient  revenge  and  wrath  towards  our  perfons,  and 

*  had  fwallowed  up  the  poor  intGxe^  oi  England^  be'iev- 
'   ing  that  their  army  and  their  Kinz  would  have  march- 

*  ed  to  London  without  any  interruption  ;  it  being  told  us, 

*  we  know  not  how  truly,  by  a  prifoner  we  took  the 

*  night  before  the  fight,  that  their  King  was  very  fud- 

*  denly  to  come  amongft  them,  with  thofe  Englijh  they 

*  allowed  to  be  about  him ;  but  in  what  they  were  thus 

*  lifted  up,  the   Lord  was    above   them.     The  enemy 

*  lying  in  the  pofture  before  mentioned,  having  thofe 

*  advantages,  we  lay  very  near  him,  being  fenfible  cf 

*  our  difadvantages,  having  fome  weaknefs  of  flefh,  but 

*  yet  confolation    and  fupport  from    the  Lord  himfelf, 

*  to  our  poor  weak  faith,  wherein  I  believe  not  a  few 
'  amongft  us  fliared,  that  becaufe  of  their  numbers,  be- 

*  caufe  of  their  advantages,  brcaufeof  their  confidence, 

*  becaufe  of  our  weaknefs,  becaufe  of  our  ftrait,  we 
'  were  in  the  mount,  and  in  the  mount  the  Lord  would 

*  be  feen,  and  that  he  would  find  out  a  way  of  delive- 

*  ranee  and  falvation   for  us ;  and  indeed  we  had  our  ('")  Parlia- 
'  confolations   and  our  hopes   (zn).'      Nor   were   their  2^^'^^    . 
hopes  vain.     On  the  third  oi  September ^  Cromwell,  with  xix,  p! '344.' 
an  army  of  about  7500  foot,  and  ;^500  horfe,  attacked  the  See  Appen- 
S'fo/f^army,  confifting,  as  'twas  (aid.  of  6oco  ho^fe,  and   "* 
16,000  foot  at  leaft,  and  in  lefs  than  an  hour  put  the 

whole  army  into  confufion,  totally  routed  them,  and 
had  the  chafe  and  execution  of  them  near  eight  miles. 
In  this  battle  t\\c  Scots  had  3000  killed,  loooo  made 
prifoners,  exclufive  of  officer-,  all  their  baggage  and 
train  taken,  with  200  colours. This  vidlory,  fo  un- 
expected in  Scotland  and  England,  filled  the  friends  of  the 
commonwealth  and   Cromwell  with  great  joy.     '  Our 

*  prayers  are  heard,'  faid  Mr.  Sympfon  in  a  letter  to  the 
Lord  General,  dated   Sept.    10,  1650,    *  our  truft  on 

R  3  '  'him 
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grievous)  yoke.     For  'tis   well   known  that 

the 


'  birw  anfswered,  his  promife  accompli ftied  to  jvdge  our 

*  caufe  in  the  day  of  battle,  when  he  might  have  judged 

*  our  perfons  according  to  our  fms. Our  enemies 

'  here   (the  morning;   of  that  day  before  thefe  tidings 

*  came)  run  up  and  down  to  their  friends  with  news, 
'  that  you  were  coming  bacU  with  (hame  ;  they  infulted 

*  in  their  (hops  and  ftrcet,  bccaufe  that  was  now  come 

*  to  pafs  they  »lways  looked  for,  is'c.     But  whilft  their 

*  hearts  were  thus  merry  in  them,  their  faces  grew  pale, 
s'\  Pa  *  ^^^^  countenances  c<irt  down,  becaufe  the  fword  of 
pers,  by  *  the  Lord  and  of  his  fervants  had  prevailed  {n),\ — r-^— 
Mckolis,  Oliver  St.  "John  alfp,  writing  on  the  fame  occafion  to  the 
t  '^'          general,  obferves,  *  1  hat  God  had  determined  the  dif- 

*  pute  between  England  and  Siotlaind^  in  fuch  a  manner 
'  as  all  may  fee  and  ackrwiwledge  t;hat  he  hath  done  it ; 

*  and  therefore  you  could  not  fight  when  and  as  you 
^  defired  j  but  tl}en  v/hen  your  forces  were  leflened  in 

*  Qurnber,  and  the  remainder  wcakned   by  ficknefs  and 

*  wants,  and  thereby  much  difpiritedj  and  when  the 
'  enemy  then,ce  and  by  their  recruits,  became  confi- 
'  dent,  relying  upon  and  boafting  in  the  arm  of  fiefti. 
'  This   feafon   did  the  Lord  chufe  to  give-his  judgment 

*  io,  and  fignal  was  it,  for  ll^hence  thefe  wars,  never  was 
{0)  Id.  p.  <  th^re,  as  I  remember,  fo  great  a  viclory  obtained 
*J*             *  with  fo  little  lofs  of  ours  (0).'     Such  a  victory,  indeed, 

in  fuch  circumflances,  may  excufe  a  little  enthufiafm, 
in  minds  lefs  difpofed  to  it  than  Crowwrll  and  his  friends.  I 
No  doubt  this  appearance  of  providence,  and  thefe  eon- 
gr-aitulatioHs  received,  muft  have  been  highly  p'eafmg  to 
the  lord  general.  The  parliament,  fenfible  of  Croi/i' 
Kveil's  merit  in  this  aitair,  on  receiving  the  account,  paid 
jiim  all  the  refpeci  the  moft  ambitious  man,  one  would 
think,  could  wifti  for.  'I  hey  ordered  '  men,  money, 
provifions,  medicaments,  phyficians,  apothecaries,  and 
all  other  necefiaries  for  the  army  in  Scotland '•,  they  fet 
apart  a  day  of  thankfgiving  j  appointed  that  the  colours 
then  brought  up,  together  with  thole  taKen  from  the 

ScoU 
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the  government  there  was  far  enough  from 

being 

Scots  at  Pre/ion^  to  be  fet  up  in  Wejlmir/fer-hall ;  re- 
(blved  that  a  letter  fhould  be  written  to  the  lord  gene- 
ral from  the  parliament,  taking  notice  of  his  eminent 
Tervices,  with  the  fpecial  acknowledgment  and  thanks  of 
thehoufe;  and  more'over  referred  it  to  the  committee  of 
the  army,  to  conGder  what  medals  may  be  prepared 
both  for  officers  and  foldiers  that  were  in  this  fervice  in 
Scotland,  and  fet  the  proportions  and  values  of  them, 
and  their  number,  and  prefent  an  eftimate  of  them  to  wjo*^"^* 
the  houfe  (/)).'  Nor  were  thefe  empty  complements:  1650. 
the  parliament  were  fully  pleafcd  with  Cromwell,  and 
defirous  of  gratifying  him  as  mirch  as  might  be.  *  I 
'  never  knew,'  fays  Sir  H.  Vane  in  a  letter  to  the  lord 
general,  the  day  on  which  the  above  refolutions  were 
taken,  '  any  thing  take  a  deeper  or  more  kindly  im- 
'  preffion  on  the  parliament,  who  in  general  have  good 

*  aymes,  and  are  capable   of  improvement   upon  fuch 
'  wonderful  deliverances  as  thefe  vouchfafed  to  them. 

*  Never  were  your  friends  to  whom  you  diredled 

'  your  letter  more  enlarged  in  heart  with  thankfulnefs  .  .^..     , 

*  to  God,  and   in    love  to  you  and   your   army,  than  ^^^[^^  p^. 

*  from  the  fenfe  of  this  late  inexpreflible  deliverance  (<?).'  pers,  by 

Whether  the  officers  and  foldiers  had  the  medals  given  Nickoih, 
them,  propofed  in  the  refolution  of  the  houfe  juft  men-  ^'  ^' 
tioned,  I  know  not.  Certain  'tis,  a  very  excellent  me- 
dal was  ftruck  on  the  vidtory  at  Dunbar^  on  which  is 
Cromwell's  head  in  fine  relief,  and  round  it,  Tl:e  vuord  at 
Dunbar  the  LordofH/h^  Sept.  ;^,- 1650  On  the  revetfe  is 
a  reprefentation  of  the  parliament  of  the  commonwealth  of 
England.  This  was  the  work  of  the  celebrated  Mr.  Sy- 
rrons^  who  had  the  patronage  oi  Cromwell ;  and  was  re- 
commended to  the  committee  of  the  army,  by  him, 
for  that  purpofc,  in  a  letter  which  will  be  found  in  the 

Appendix. But  to   return. — After   the  battle   of 

Dunbar,  all  things  gave  way  to  the  valour  of  the  Englijh 
general ;  Edinburgh^  Leith,  and  many  other  places  fur- 
rendered   to  him  J    and    on  the   24th   of  Dec.  it  was 
R  4  agreed. 
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being  burthenfome  to  the  generality,  though 

it 


/ 
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agreed,  that  the  caftle  of  Edinhurghy  after  a  fhort,  but 
brifk  fiege,  fhould  be  delivered  up  to  him,  with  all  the 
ordinance,  arms,  magazines,  and  furniture  of  war 
thereunto  belonging. '  It  may  feem  ftrange  and  al- 

*  moft  incredible,  fays  a  writer  of  that  time,  that  fuch  a 
'  ftrong  and  impregnable  hold  as  was  that,  fhould  be  fo 
'  eafily  won,  the   like  whereof  is   not  in  that   nation ; 

*  wherefore  it  was  the  common  vogue  of  that  time, 
'  and    by  many  credibly  believed,  that  it  was  aflaulted 

*  with  filver  engines  (/).'  It  does  not  however  appear 
that  Cromwell  was   wont  to  make  ufe  of  thefe  again  ft 

his  foes. The  tS'co/j,    in  the  mean  while,  were  not 

intimidated   by  their  lofTes :  full  of  zeal  for  their  King, 
and  hatred  of  the  fe6tarie?,  who  were  now  their  con- 
querors, they  again   raifed    a   very   confiderable  army, 
and  hoped  without  doubt  to  be  fully  avenged  on  them. 
For  they  had  friends  and  well  withers  in  England,  efpe- 
cially  the  prefbyterians,  who  were  plotting  how  to  ad- 
vance the  young   King  to  the  thrones   of  his  fathers. 
But  all  was   ineffectual.     The  plots   in  England  were 
difcovered,  and    fome   loft  their  lives  on  that  account ; 
the  Scots   army  cared  not   to  face  Crcmu-ell,  but  chofe 
what  appeared   to  them,  the   fafer  game,  viz.  to  give 
him  the  flip,  and  march  before  him  into  £w^/^7«^,  where 
they  counted  they  *flidu!d  meet  with  aid  and  affiftance. 
This  they  put  in  executi.n.     Chawl'es  II.  at  the  head  of 
a  good  army  and  gallant  ofBcers,  attended  by  many  of 
the  chief  nobility  and  gentry  of  Scotland,  fet  forward  the 
neareft  way  for  England,     in  Lar.crjhire  he  was  joined 
by  the  Earl  of  Derby  with  others,  and  after  in  vain  fum- 
mon'ing  Shreuijberry,  he  arrived  at  IVoneJhr,  where  he 
determined   to  abide  the  coming  of  Cromwell^  who  was- 
in    full  maich  after   him.     A   itvi  days    brought    him 
within  view  indeed}  and  on  the  third  ol  Sept.  1651,  he 
without  ceremony,  gave  orders  to  his  troops  to  attack 
the  enemy,  and  gave  them  a  total  overthrow.     <  This, 
*  fays  Cramvuellj  bath  been  a  very  glorious  mercy,  and 

*  as 
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it  could   not   be   acceptable   to   thofe  from 

whom 


'  as  ftifF  a  conteft  for  four  or  five  hours,  as  ever  I  have  0)  See  his 

*  feen   (s).'     So  that    Clarendon,  out   of  fpight    tothe^^"^"f° 
Scots^  has  grofly  mifreprefented  their  behaviour  in  this  j^  the  Par- 
battle,  by  faying-,  '  That  except  on  the  part  where  Mid-  liamentary 

*  dleion  was,  who  was  quick'y  overpowered,  there  was '^''^°''>'' v°'* 

*  no  refiftance  made ;  but  fuch  a  general  confternatiori  An/ Whit-I 

*  poflefled  the  whole  army,  that  the  reft  of  the  horfe  lock,  p. 

*  fled,  and   all   the  foot  threw  down  their  arms  before  5°7j  5°^.  _ 

*  they    were  charged   (c).'      What   credit  can  fuch   al,       °'^** 
prejudiced    writer   deferve  ?     Mt.  Hume,  however,  has 
fcrvilely  copied  this  falfe  and  ungenerous  account  of  the  i") ^^^°n 
behaviour  of    his  countrymen  {u).     In   this  battle  the  Britain  vol. 
King   loft   3000  men,  befides  about  12COO  made  prifo-  ii.  p.  29, 
ners,  amongft  whom   were  many  of  the  chief  quality. 

Thus  an  end  for  the  prefent  was  put  to  the  hopes  of  the 
Scot\  King  and  his  party  ;  who  from  this  time  was  forced 
to  wander  abroad  (where  he  would  have  wandered,  had 
he  had  no  afliftance  but  from  the  cavaliers,  for  ever) 
till  the  redoration  in  1660 After  this  5<:(?//aHi3^ yield- 
ed to  the  Englijk,  and  prefumed  no  more  to  enter  the 
lifts,  for  power  and  dominion.  Indeed  jfhe  was  wholly 
fubdued.  How  high  a  fenfe  the  parliament  had  of  Crcm- 
well's  fervices,  will  appear  from  the  inftrudions  given  to 
the  commiflioncrs  whom  they  fent  to  compliment  him 
on  this  laft  vi^ory.  They'*ar^  dated  Stpt.  9,  1651, 
and  are  as  follov?W  '  You  are  in  the  name  of  the  par- 

*  liament,  to   congratulate  his  lordftiip's  good  recovery 

*  of  health,  after  his  dangerous   ficknefs ;  and  to  take 

*  notice   of  his  unwearied  labours  and   pains  in  the  late 

*  expedition   into  Scotland,  for  the  fervice  of  this  com- 

*  monwealth  ;    of  his   diligence   in    profecution  of  the 

*  enemy,    when    he  fled    into   England;    of  the  great 

*  hardfhips  and  hazards  he  hath  expofed  himfelf  to,  and 

*  particularly  at  the  late  fight  at  IVorcejier  ;  of  the  pru- 
'  dent  and  faithful  managing  and  conducting  throuj^hout 

*  this  great  and  important  aff'air,  which   the  Lord  from 

*  heaven  hath  fo  fignally  blefled,  and  crowned  with  fo 

*  com- 
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whom  it  had  taken  the  power  of  tyranniiing 

over 

'  compleat  and  glorious  an  iflue.     Of  ^1  which  you 

*  are  to  make  known  to  his  lorjfliip,  the  parliament 

*  hath   thought  fit,  by  you,  to   certify    their  good  ac- 

*  ceptance   and   great  fatisfac^ion  therein ;  and   for  the 

*  fame  you  are  to  return,  in  the  name  of  the   parlia- 
'  ment  and  commonwealth  of  England,  their  moit  hear- 

*  ty  thanks :  as  alfo   to  the  reft  of  the  officers  and  fol- 

*  diers,  for  their  great  and  gallant  fervices  done  to  this 

*  commonwealth.  You  are  iikev^ife  to  let  his  lordfhip 
'  know  that  fince,  by  the  great  bleffing  of  God  upon  his 

*  lordfhip's  and  the  army's  endeavours,  the  enemy  is  fo 

*  totally nlefeated,  and  the  ftate  of  affair;,    as  well   in 

*  England  as  in  ScAlcn-i,  fuch,  as  may  very  well  dif- 

*  penfe   with  his   lordfbip's  continuance  in   the  field  ; 

*  they  dodefire  his  lordfhip,  for  the  better  fetrlement  of 
'  his  health,  to  take  fuch  reft  and  repofe  as  he  fljali  find 

*  moft  requifite  and  conducing  thereunto:  and  for  that 

*  purpofe  to  make  his  repair  to,  and  refidence  at  or  v.ith- 

*  m  fome  few  miles  of  this   place,  whereby  aho  the 
%    :  *■  parliament  may  have  the  afiiftance  of  his  presence,  in 

,  p  ..  *  the  great  and  important  confultations  for  the  further 
HieDtar)Hf-'  fcttiement  of  this  commonwealth,  which  they  are 
tory,  P.4S.  '  now  upon  (*•).'  Mr.  Wbitlockt  who  was  one  cf  the 
*^^^*^ ^^  commiflioners,  tells  us,  '■  That  they  met  the  general 
Sept."  1651.  *  near  Aylejhurjy    delivered    their   meffage,  and    he  re- 

*  ceived  them  with  all  kindnefs  and  refpe<S :  that  he  ■ 

*  gave  each  of  them  a  horfe  and  two  Scati  prifoners, 
<  as  a  token  of  his  thankful  reception  of  the  parliameni's 
«  regard    in   fending    them  to  meet  and  congratulate 

i!^<^.  *  ^'"^(>)*'  Cromwell  was  alfo  met  at  Acion,  by  the 
'  Speaker,  the  Lord  Prefident  Bradjbow,  many  members 
of  parliament  and  the  council  of  ft»te,  with  the  Lord 
Mayor,  aldermen,  and  fheriffs  ;  and,  entering  Lonchn 
in  a  coach  of  ftate,  was  received  with  all  polfible  de- 
monftrations  of  joy.  And  to  crown  all,  the  parliament 
refolved  that  lands  of  inheritance  to  the  yearly  value  of 
'  4000/.  belonging  to  the  ii ate,  be  fettled  upon  the  lord 

gene- 
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over  their  neighbours. — Nor  was  this  all- 


Dif- 


general  Cromwell  and    his  heirs,  as   a  mark   of    favour 

from  the  parliament  for  his  great  and  eminent  fervices  to  (*)  Pariia- 

the  commonweahh  (z).     The  other  officers  were  not  |^ry,"oi. «' 

forgctten,  hut  were  provided  for  out  of  Scotland,  which  p.  -o--5z. 

being  looked  on  in  lome  meafure  as  conquered,    it  was 

refolved  to  bring  in  an  adt  for  afierting  the  right  of  the 

commonwealth  to  fo  much  oi Scotland,  as  was  then  unr 

der  the  forces  of  the  commonwealth,  and  to  fettle  it 

under  the  government  thereof  la). Such  beinG:  the  W  Journal, 

.  Qth  Sept 

actions  of  Cromivell  in  Scotland,  and  at  iVorceJler,  we 
are  not  to  wonder  that  his  panegirifts  talked  of  them 
in  lofty  terms,  and  preferred  him  to  antient  heroes  for 
valour  and  fortitude.  The  learned  reader,  poflibly,  may 
be  pleafed  with  a  fpecimen  of  them  :     *  In  vidloriis  tuis 

*  tarn  muhis  Olivari,  quae  funt  eo  nobiliorcF,  quo  dif- 

*  ficiliores,  periculofiores,  formidabiliores   pugnas  fuere, 

*  celeritatem  certe  tuam,  fortitudinemque  fuperioribus 

*  heroibus   omnibus    longe   clariorem    arbitror,  quippe 

*  qijos  vol  explofi  Sciopi  globulus  cum  audacid  fua  prof- 

'  travifll't    illico.     Atque  ut  ingenue  fatear,  longe  plus       ' 
'  aeftimo  virtute  tua   fuperatam  Cambriam,  atque  poft 

*  fradlos  tam  multos,  eofquti  Scotorum  valentiflimos  ex- 
'  ercitus,  a  te  captum  Edenburgum,  Stcrlinumque,   at- 

*  que  ex  confequ^nti  Scotiam  univerfam.  In  Hibernia 
'  vero  Tredam  vi  captam,  Hiberniamque  redadtam  ; 
^'  in  Anglia,  Scotorum  exercitu  potentiflimo  defenfam, 
■*  muntiflimamque  tum  natura  loci,  turn  arte  Vigorni- 
Y  am,  vi  tamen  occupatam,  plus  inquam,  ex  animi  mei 
.'  fmceritate  vidtorias  hafce  tuas  facio,  quam  Cyri,  Al- 

'  exandri,  Julii  Casfaris   laureas  omnes,  habita  rationed  '   fL" 
'  temporis,  iocorum,hoftiumque  [b)^ — Another  fpeaking nee  nonO- 
of  him,  faid,  '  Ille  eft,  ille  efl,  auditores  admiremini !  ^'^arii,  p. 

*  Cujus   unius    fortitude  plus   biennio    profecit,   quam  '^^" 
'  centenis  feculis  majores  noflri  profuerant,  vel  forfan 

'  nepotes  profuturi.     Nempe  per  uitimam  Thulen  au- 

*  fpiciis  obfiupefcendis  voiitantia  vexilla  protulit,  &  ultra 
'  Romanas   aquilas,    exercituunj    vidlrices    alas  expli- 

I  .       *  cuit. 
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Difputes    ariling   with   the   Du'ch  (mm),  a 

fpirit' 


(r)  Oratio 
Aiilverfaria 
in  diem  In- 
a-a^urationis 
OEvari, 
per  Fiflier. 
Fol.  Load. 
1655. 


(JJPanegy- 
licns  Ciom- 
■welli,  p.  35. 
4to.  1654. 


(*)  See  Se- 
crets difco- 
■vered  ;  or 
England's 
complaint 
againft  the 
States-Ge- 
fierai.  4to. 
Loud.  1643 


'  cult  {c).* A  third  defcribes  the  battle  of  Wcrcefer 

in  the  following  manner :  *  Ad  extremum  il'ud  &  maxi- 

*  mum,  in  quo  de  fumma  rei  Scoti  dimicarunt ;  prse- 
'  lium    venio.     Illua   inquam    Vigornianum,    omnibus 

*  totius  anteaadae  astatisacerrimis  comparandum  :  Nam 

*  neque  apud  Mantineam  Thebani  cum  Lacedemoniis, 

*  neque  apud  Zamam  Annibal  cum  Scipione,  neque  in 
'  Pharfalicis  campis  Pompejus  cum  Cafare,  neque  apud 
'  Mutinam  cum  Antonio  Confules,  neque  a;ud  Phi- 
'  lippos  cum  Au2:ufto  &  Antonio  Brutus  &  CafTius  acri- 

*  us  &  pertinacius  dimicarunt  {d).^  The  vi£tory  at 
Wcrcejier^  and  the  refpe(5t  and  applaufe  almoft  univer- 
fally  attending  him,  infpired  CrotnivcU^  probably,  firft 
of  all  with  the  defire  of  difpoflefiing  his  maflers,  and 
feizing  the  fupream  command.  The  reafons  cf  this 
affertion  will  be  found  in  the  note  (\v\v). 

(mm)  Difputcs  arifwg  with  the  Dutch,  a  [p'.r'it  ani 
cofiduH  appeared  in  the  Englifti  com:no>:weahhy  &c.  ] 
From  the  beginning  of  the  quarrel  between  Charles  and 
the  parliament,  the  Dutch  had  a(fled  fomewhat  paai- 
ally  in  his  Majeily's  favour.  Arms  and  ammunition, 
officers  and  private  foldiers,  together  with  fome  fhips,  had 
been  procured  from  them  at  different  times  by  theQiieen 
and  her  agents.  On  complaint  of  thefe  things  from 
the  parliament.,  by  their  agent  Mr.  Strickland^  orders 
were  given  to  put  a  flop  to  every  thing  of  this  kind, 
and  to  obferve  the  moft  exatSl  neutrality.  But  among  a 
money-loving  people  this  was  but  ill  obferved,  and 
therefore  orders  were  given  to  the  commanders  of  the 
Enil'Jh  (hips,  to  feize  all  Dutch  (hips  on  which  were  pro- 
vifions,  ftores,  ammunition  or  any  other  thing  belonging 
to  or  intended  for  the  enemy  :  which  orders  were  well 
obeyed,  and  caufed  great  complaints  in  Hol'and  zgz\ni\. 
the  parliairent,  who,  however,  were  not  to  be  moved 
from  their  refolution  [e).  In  the  beginning  of  January^ 
1643,  '^^  States-General  fent  ambafladors  into  E*g- 
landy  who,  though  lerpeitfully  treated  by  the  parlia- 
,  *  menr. 
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fpirit   and    conduct  appeared   in   the  beha- 
viour 

ment,  made  no  addrefs  to  it,  but  repaired  to  the  King 
at  Oxford^  and,  after  abiding  there  fix  weeks,  returned 
to  Lohdon  14,  1643.  They  then  prefented  '  A  paper 
'  to  each  of  the  Speakers  of  the  houfes  of  parliament, 

*  with  a  memorandum  to  that  delivered  to  the  houfe  of 
'  peers,  in  thefe  words:  Delivered  by  the  embaffddors 

*  of  the  lords  eftates,  unto  Mounfier  the  Baron  Grey 
'  of  IVerk,  Speaker,  to  be  communicated  to  the  lords 

*  of  the  parliament,  this  14  day  of  March,  1643.     The 

*  other  to  the  Speaker  of  the  houfe  of  commons,  with 

*  a  memorandum  in  thefe  words  j  Delivered  by  the 
'  embaffadors  of  the  lords  eftates,    unto  Mr.  IVilliam 

*  Lenthall,  Speaker,  to  be  communicated  to  the  S'* 
'  commons  of  parliament  this  14  day  of  March,  1643.* 
To  the  matter  of  thefe  papers,  the  lords  and  commons 
could  give  no  anfvver,  in  refpe^t  they  were  not  addrelled 
to  them  in  fuch  words,  either  for  the  matter  or  man- 
ner, as  that  they  could  legally,  and  according  to  the 
courfe  of  parliament,  take  notice  of  them  as  dire(5led 
to  themfelves.  However,  that  the  ambafladors  might 
not  plead  ignorance  concerning  the  form  of  adurefs, 
the  parliament  were  willing  that  fome  of  their  members 
(hould  repair  to  them,  to  acquaint  them  therewith,  who 
did  accordingly,  and  left  the  fame  in  writing  with  them : 
but  this  for  the  prefent  made  no  alteration  in  their  be- 
haviour. On  the  4th  of  May,  1644,  ^^'^  ambaffadors 
came  to  the  Speaker  of  the  houfe  of  commons,  and  by 
him  prefented  their  fervice  to  the  parliament,  protefling 
their  defires  to  do  good  ;  but  that  they  met  with  no 
fuccefs ;  and  fo  took  their  leave  for  Oxford  again. 
But  when  they  perceived  the  parliament  army  to  come 
near  to  O^ford^  where  they  then  were,  with  the  King, 
they  came  out  with  white  flags  before  them,  and  moved 
the  Earl  of  Ejfex^  for  a  treaty  :  his  excellency  afl'ured  them 
that  it  belonged  only  to  the  parliament  to  appoint  fuch 
a  treaty.  Upon  this  they  returned  to  Oxford;  and  from 
thence   they  came  with   their  white  flags,  which  were 

{till 


254  THELIFEOF 

viour  of  the   new   commonwealth,    which 

fur- 


fiill  carried  before  them  all  the  way  as  they  pafTed, 
even  into  the  city  of  London.  Some  perfons  from  Ox- 
ford  came  up  in  their  train,  obnoxious  to  the  parlia- 
ment.     '  After   their   return    hither,  about  the  19th  of 

*  'June^  fays  the  parliament,  they  fent  meiFages  to  the 
'  houfes,  that  they  had  fomething  to  deliver  from  youf 

*  lordfhips;  [the   Szztes  of  Holland,  to  vehom   the  de- 

*  claration  from  whence  I  tranfcribe   this   is  addrefledj 

*  vvhereunto,  about   two  or  three  days   after,  this   an- 

*  fwer  was  fent  them ;  that  the  houfes  did  expedl  that 

*  they  (hould  make  their  demand  of  audience  in  writ- 

*  ing,  with   which    if  the    houfes  refted    fatisfied,  that 

*  they  would  come  to  them  as  to  the  parliaiiient  of 
'  England,  audience  fhould  be  given  them  in  each  houfe 
'  apart;   which  they   did   by 'their  writing  dated  the  5th 

*  of  y«/)  >  whereby  they  prefented  their  defires  as  to  the 
'  lords  and  commons  alTembled  in  the  parliament  of 
'  England,  and  thereupon  had  audience  given  them  in 
'  each  houfe   the  i8th  day  of  the  fame  month,  with  a 

*  moft  honourable  and   refpcflive  reception.      At  the 

*  fame  time  they  delivered  their  letters  of  credence  from 

*  your  lordlLips,  and  offered  their  interpofition  and  me- 
'  diation  for  the  compofmg  the  differences  between  his 

*  Majefty  and  the  parliament,  wliich  they  left  in  writ- 

*  ing,  together  with  a  memorial  for  reparation  of  da- 

*  mages  fuftained  by  fome  merchants  and  matters  of 
(/)  Deda-  '  Ihips  ofthe  United-provinces,  in  their  (hips  and  courfe 
ration  oMhe  «  of  trading.  With  defire  that  commiflioners  might  be  ap- 
of  En  Ta^nd  '  pointed  for  fettling  the  things  complained  of,'— « — This 
written  to'  had  the  femblance  of  fair  dealing. — iiut  the  Dutch  am- 
thekighand  baffadors  were  far  enough  from  interpofing  and  mediat- 
l!ofds^''the  ^"0  impartially.  For  in  their  letters  to  their  mafters  they 
Sra'.es'-Ge-  cenfured  the  .parliament's  proceedings,  mifreprelrnted 
neral,  &c.  their  defigns,  and  made  applications  for  peace  on  terms 
pri'nttd'for  ""^"'^^ble  to  the  fafety  and  welfare  ofthe  parliament  (/). 
L.urence  With  rcfpeft  to  the  damages  they  pretended  to  have  fuf- 
Biaikiock,  tained  in  their  (hips,  it  appeared  to  have  been  in  a  good 
'^■*S-  mea- 
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furprifed  the  nations.     The  war  was  com- 
menced 


meafure  rcdrefled  by  the  parliament,  though  they  were 
importunately  clamorous  and  trOublefome  on  this  head, 
and  at  the  fame  time  did  the  {hips  of  the  parliament  da-  ,  ,  .  , 

/-111  1  ^  ■        IZJA  fecond 

mage  to   a    very  coniiderable  amount,  without  makmg  Declaration 

any  fatisfaction  {g). J  have  the  more  willingly  given  of  the  Lords 

the  account  of  thefe  matters,  becaufe  the  declarations  in  ^"''^o"'- 

,  .    ,        ,  .        ,  1-11  I  mens  of  the 

wnicn   they  are  contamed  are  very  httle  known,  and  proceeding 
the  memory  of  the  h£\s  like  to  be  loft ;  the  declarations,  with  the 
though  fome  of  the  fineft  in  the  Englijh  tongue,  in  point  ^^^^^\ 
of  compofition,  being  unaccountably  omitted  in  the  Par-  states-Ge- 
liamentary  Hiftory,  where  their  importance  juftly  inti-  ""al.  4to. 
tied  them  to  a  place.     Eut  to  return — The  fame  incli-  ^7^*  '^' 
nation  to  the  royal  caufe  was  difcovered  by  the  Dutch     "^ 
on  other  occafions.     They  interpofed  with  regard  to  the 
execution  oiCharles  I.  they  made  compliments  of  con- 
dolence to  Charles  II.  on  the  murder,  as  they  called  it, 
of  his  royal  father ;  acknowledged   him  to  be  rightful  V^)  Gr- 
and lawful  King  of  England  [h),  and  afforded  him  a  g^^^^fp'^^ 
refuge  in  their  dominions.     *  Theminifters  in  /f(?/A3ff(!/pers,  vol.  i. 
'  came  likewife  in  a  body  to  the  King,  and  declared  p-  223- 

*  their   deteftation  of  the  faid  horrid   murder,  and  the 

*  Sunday   following  preached  in  moft   of  the  churches 

*  thereabouts,  againft  the  impiety  and  wickednefs  there- 
'  of:  whereby  the  people  there  were  very  much  enraged 

*  againft  all  that  had  favoured  or  aflifted  any  ways  the 

*  rebels  in   England -y    infomuch    that  Strickland  (their 

*  agent  there)   dared  not  to  go  out  of  his  lodging,  for 

*  fear  the  people  would  tear  him  in  pieces  (/).'     This /'^■\  j^j —^^ 
was  the  temper  and  difpofition  of  the  Dutch,  as  defcrib- ' 

ed  by  Sir  G.  Radcliff,  in  a  letter  written  from  the  Hague, 
Feb.  13-23,  1648-9.  And  'tis  well  known  that  Dr. 
Dorifiaus.,  who  was  fent  over  thither  to  zSt  as  a  joint- 
agent  with  Strickland,  was  aflaffinated  on  the  fecond  day 
of  May  follovi^ing,  and  his  murtherers  permitted  to  ef- 
cape  ;  though  it  muft  be  confefled  at  the  fame  time, 
that  the  ^tates-General  offered  a  reward  of  a  1000  gil- 
ders for  apprehending  the  affiifinSi  and  declared  it  death 

for 
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menced  and  carried  on  in  a  manner  equally 

ho- 


for  any  to  harbourthem.— — The  following  extract  from 
JVicqefori^  will  in  a  good  degree  confirm  what  has  been 
here  related. — *  The  party  of  the  parliament  at  Lon- 
'  don  was  already   very  confiderablc,  when  it  fent  IVal- 

*  ter  Strickland  to  the  Hague  in  the  month  oi Septerrbeiy 

*  16^2;  but   as  foon  as   he   had  demanded  audience, 

*  Bofuelly  who  was  there  on  the  part  of  the  King  of 

*  England^  oppofed  it,  and  reprefented  that  the  parlia* 

*  ment  beingbut  a  body  without  a  foul,  in  the  abfence, 

*  and  without  the  King's  warrantry,  had   neither  the 

*  power  to  determine  any  thing  wi:hin  the  country,  nor 
'  the  authority  to  fet  on  foot  negotiations  out  of  the 
'  kingdom,    without  the   pcrmiffion    of   its  fovereign. 

*  Strickland  feeing  that  the  States- General  (to  whom  he 

*  had  fent  his  letters  of  credence)  returned  him  no  mef- 
'  fage,  went  one  day  into  one  of  t'r.eir  ante-rooms,  and 

*  demanded  audience.     They  fent   him    word  by  two 

*  deputies,  that  his   letter  of  credence   not  being  yet 

*  tranflated  out  o^  Englijh,  the  States  defired  him  to  con- 

*  fidcr  if  it  might  not  be  proper  for  him  to  give  in  his 

*  propofals  in  writing,  that  they  might  be  tranflated  at 

*  the  fame  time :  but  he  made  anfwcr,  that  he  had  or- 

*  ders  to  deliver  them   by  word   of  mouth,  and  that   if 

*  they  delayed  giving  him  audience  th^t  day,  he  would 
'  take  it  as  a  refulal,  and  wou'd  confider  what  was  pro- 

*  per  for  him  to  do.     This  refolution  obliged  the  States 

*  to  fend  him  a  deputy  of  each  Province,  to   whom  he 

*  laid  open  his  commiffion,  and  left  with  them  his  pro- 

*  pofals  in  writing;  however  he  had  no  public  audience, 

*  notwithflanding  the  deputies  of  the  province  ofHjl- 

*  land  alked  it  with  as  much  warmth  as  himfelf.     The 

*  States-General    came   to    feme   refolutions   upon  his 

*  memorial,  and  aflured  him  they  vi'ould  always  obferve 

*  an  exadl  neutrality  between  the  King  and  the  parlia- 

*  ment.     An  expreffion  that  gives  to   underfland,  that 

*  the  States  acknowledged  that  there  were  two  parties 
'  formed  in  E''glandj  and   that,  for  particular  reafons, 

*  (which 
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honourable   to  thofe  who  direded  and  thofe 

who 


(which  cannot  be  unknown)  they  had  more  confide* 
ration  for  the  one  than  the  other.  They  gave  fuf- 
ficient  teftimony  thereof  the  fecond  voyage  the  fame 
Strickland  made  to  the  Hague^  immediately  after  the 
death  of  the  late  King,  which  had  not  removed  the 
difficulties  of  his  admillion.  Dorijlaus,  his  colleague, 
had  been  murthered  there;  fo  that  Strickland,  not 
thinking  himfelf  fafe,  made  preffing  inftances  to  be 
admitted,  and  difpatched.  The  deputies  oi Holland 
feconded  his  inftances,  and  continually  reprefented; 
that  audience  could  not  be  refuled  him  without  break- 
ing the  neutrality,  which  the  States  had  promifed  to 
preferve  inviolable.  But  all  thefe  good  offices  were 
of  no  ufe,  for  the  deputies  of  the  fix  other  Provinces 
declared,  they  could  come  to  no  refolution  in  an  af- 
fair of  this  nature  without  the  exprefs  order  of  their 
principals,  who  did  not  explain  themfelves  upon  the 
matter :  infomuch  that  Strickland  (who  was  in  con- 
tinual uneafinefs  on  the  account  of  the  accident  which 
had  happened  to  Dorijlam)  feeing  the  obftinacy  of  the 
fix  provinces,  backed  by  the  authority  of  the  prince 
of  Orange,  was  invincible,  went  back  to  England. 
This  proceeding  of  theirs  was  the  more  furprizing, 
becaufe  the  States  had  an  ambaflador  with  the  fame 
parliament,  whofe  minifter  they  treated  fo  unworthily, 
and  which  not  wanting  the  means  to  refent  it,  foon 
revenged  itfelf  fo  cruelly,  that  there  was  all  the  rea- 
fon  in  the  world  to  repent  of  the  little  regard  had  been 
(hewn  to  a  power,  which  made  a  great  part  oi Europe  (^)  Embafa- 
tremble  {k).'  Funftfons* 

The  parliament,  to  whom  the  temper  and  condufl:  p.  7.  foI. 
of  the  Dutch  were  not  unknown,  determined,  if  pof-  Lond.  1716. 
fible,  to  alter  their  difpofition,  and  bring  them  into  an 
union  with  themfelves.  For  this  end  it  was  reported  by 
the  Lord  Vifcount  Lijle  from  the  council  of  ftate,  as 
the  opinion  of  that  council,  *  That  as  the  ftate  of  af- 
'  fairs  now  ftauds,  a  public  minifter   be  fent  from  the 

S  *  par- 
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who  executed  it.  So  tha  tconfidering  the  valour 

and 


*  parlUment  to  the  prefent  aflembly  of  the  United  Pro- 

*  vinces.     And  it  being  refolved  by  the  parliament  that 
'a  public    minifter  be  fent  thither,  it  was  referred  to 

*  the  council  of  flate  to  confider  of  fuch  perfons  as  they 

*  fhould  think  fit  to  be  fent  from  the  parliament,  and 
(/)  Journal,  c  jq  prepare  inftruilions,  commiflions,  and  letters  of 
1650.          '  credence  for  them  (/).'     In  purfuance  of  this  order,  the 

council  of  date  prefented  the  Lord  Chief- Juftice  St.  jfohfiy 
and  fFa'ter  Strickland^  Efq;  to  be  fent  as  ambafl'adors 
extraordinary  to  the  United-Provinces,  who  being  ap- 
proved of  by  the  parliament,  had  their  commiffion,  in- 
ftrudlions  and  letters  of  credence  delivered  to  them  by 
(»»)  Journal,  ]vir^  Speaker,  in  the  houfe,  by  the  command  of  the 
16-0*^'  parliament  (7;;).  '  And  to  prevent  fudi  another  attempt 
'  as  had  been  made  upon  our  former  agent,  forty  gen- 

*  tlemen  were  appointed  to  attend  him  [5/.  yohri]  for 

*  his  fecurity  and  honour,  ten  ihoufand  pounds  being 

*  deliveied  to  the  lord  ambafladors  fteward,  for  the  ex- 

*  pence  of  the  embafTy.     Yet  this  great  equipage  was 

*  not  fufEcient  to  prevent  a   public  affront  which  was 
(«)L«dlbw,  i  oftered  him  by   Prince  Edivard,  one  of  the  Palatine 

vol.  !•   P«  ^ 

344.  '  family,  as  he  was  pafling  the  ftreets  (n).'     The  am- 

bafllidors  arrived  at  Rotterdam,  March  14,  1651.  N.  S. 
On  the  20th,  they  were  admitted  to  an  audience  in  the 
aflembly  of  the  Stated-General  at  the  Hague,  where  St. 
*Ji,hn,  in  a  very  handfome  fpeech,  after  having  mention- 
ed the  antient  alliances  between  the  two  nations,  and 
the  mutual  benefit  refulting  from  thence,  declared  *  That 

*  the   parliament  did  defire   that   this   pious    and  ftridl 

*  confederacy  and  league  of  amity,  derived  from  their 

*  anceftors  unto,  them,  may  from  themfelves  be  tranf- 

*  mitted   unto    pofterity,  if  God  fo  pleafe  :  and   fuch, 
,     •  faid  he,  is   the  lincere  love  and  good  will  which  the 

'  commonwealth  of  England  bearefh  unto  their  neigh- 

*  hours  of  the   United- Provinces,    begotten  and   con- 

*  ferved  upon   the  grounds  before  expreifed,  that  they 

*  are  willing  to  enter  into  a  more  intimate  alliance  and 

♦  nearer 
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and  wifdom  exerted,  and  the  fuccefs  which  at- 

ed 


*  nearer  union  with   them    than  formerly  hath  been, 

*  whereby  a  more  real  and  intrinfical  intereft  of  each  iii 
'  other,  may  be  contradicd  for  their  mutual  good. 

*  My   Lords,  you   fee  the   commonwealth  of  England 

*  (notwithftanding  the  many  difcouragements  they  have 
'found,  and  jufl:  caufe  given  them  of  laying  afide  the 
'  thought  of  any  further  motion  of  this  kind)  have  be- 
'  gun  to  you,  and    in  matters  of  higheft  concernment 

*  unto  both  ;  led  thereunto,  (fuch  is  the  mercy  of  God) 

*  not  out  of  neceffity  but  choice.     This  their  good  will 

*  deferves  all  acceptation  on  your  part,  with  whom  it 

*  now  refts,  and  will,  they  doubt  not,  produce  refolu- 
'  tions  anfwerable  and  timely ;  and  whatfoevcr  ifTue  it 
'  fliall  pleafe  God  in  his  wifdom  to  give,  they  fliall  al- 

*  ways  have  the  fatisfadlion  of  having  done  what  befit- 

'  ted  them,  and   what  the  welfare  of  the  true  reformed  ,^x  pa^Ug. 

*  religion,  and  the  other  great  and  common  interefts  mentary 

'  of  both  States  obliged  them  to  do  (<?).' The  Eng-  Hiftory, 

lijh  ambafladors  on  the  loth  of  May  following  propofed  ^a^'J^^I^J' 
to    the   btates-Genera!    that  the   two  commonwealths 

might  be  confederated  friends,  joined  and  aliied  together 
for  the  defence  and  prefervation  of  the  liberties  and  free- 
dom of  the  people  of  each,  againft  ail  whomfoever  that 
(hall  attempt  the  difturbance  of  either  ftate  by  fea  or 
land  J  or  be  declared  enemies  to  the  freedom  and  liber- 
ties  of  the  people  living  under  either  of  the  faid  go-  j^^  yj[li^ 
vernments  {p).  In  Ihort,  they  propofed  an  intire  union  p.  i8a. 
and  coalition.  One  article  in  their  propofals  is  too  re- 
markable to  be  oiTiitted. — *  We  propound,  fay  they, 
'  that  no  rebel  or  declared  enemy  of  the  commonwealth 

*  of  England,  fhall  be  received  into"  or  be  fufFered  to 
'  abide  in  any  of  the  caftles,  towns,  ports,  creeks,  or 

*  other   places    priviledged  or   not  priviledged,    which 

*  the    Prince  of  Orange^    Princefs   Mary,    the  reli6t  ©f 

*  William  late  Prince  oi  Orange,  or  any  other  perfon  ©f 

*  what  degree  foever,  have  or  hereafter  fhall  have  ©r 
'  paffefs  by, any  title  whatfoever  within  the-dpminions 

S  2  "       *  and 
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tended  the  commonwealth  in  this  war,  as  well 


as 


*  and  jurirdi<5lions  of  the  United-Provinces,  nor   fuf- 
»              •  fered  by  the  faid  Prince,  Princefs,  or  any  other  per- 

*  fon,  to  be  received  into  or  abide  therein;  neither  fhall 

*  the  Lords  States  of  the  United- Provinces,  permit  or 
'  fufFer  in  any   of  the  places  aforefaid,  any  affiftance, 

*  counfel  or  favour,  in  (hips,  men,  money,  vidluals,  or 

*  in  any  other  manner  to  be  given,  by  the  faid  Prince 

*  or  Princefs,  or  any  other  perfon,  to  any  fuch  rebel  or 

*  declared   enemy,  but  fhall  openly  and  exprefly  prohi- 

*  bit   and  hinder   the  fame.      And   if  the  Prince  of 

*  Orange  and  Princefs  Mary^  or  any  other  perfon  or 

*  perfons  living  or  remaining  in  the  jurifdiiftion  of  the 
«  United-Provinces,  or  under  their  power,  do  to  the 

*  contrary  hereof,  then  as  well  the  faid  prince  and  prin- 

*  cefs,  and  all  and  every  fuch  other  perfon  and  perfons 
<  fo  doing  as  aforefaid,  fhall  for  their  refpective  lives, 

*  forfeit  and  lofe  all  fuch  caftles,  towns,  villages,  lands, 

*  and  other  places,  which  they  or  any  of  them  fhall  at 

*  fuch  time  have  or  pretend  to  have  by  any  title  what- 

*  foever;  and  likewife  that  no  rebels  or  declared  ene- 
'  my  of  the  States  of  the  United-Provinces  fhall  be  re- 

*  ceived  into,  or  be  fuffered  in  any  of  the  caftles,  towns, 
'  ports,  or  other  places,  priviledged  or  not  priviledged, 

*  which  any  perfon  or  perfons,  of  what  degree  or  qua- 
«  lity  foever  he  be,  have  or  fhall  hold  or  poflefs  within 

*  the  commonwealth  q{  England  or  dominion  thereof, 

*  by  any  title  whatfoever,  nor  fufFered  by  any  fuch  per- 
(f)  Tnur-  (  ^Qj^  pj.  perfons,  or  any  other,  to  be  received  thereinto, 
p.  183.*  '  *  or  abide  therein,  under  like  penalties  (^).'  The  States 
And  Jour-  General  did  not  feem  at  all  defirous  of  this  coalition, 
Td'  ibci     though  they  refufed  not  to  treat  thereon ;  but  while  the 

negotiation  was  on  foot,  St.  John  receiving  the  affront 
above-mentioned,  complained  thereof  to  the  States  more 
than  once,  and  afliircd  them  that  the  parliament  ex- 
pelled reparation.  The  ambafTadors  alfo  protefted  in 
the  name  of  the  commonwealth  of  England,  againft  the 
States  ftyling  the  Jate  King,  Charles  I,  '  Which  implies, 

«  faid 
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as  in  the  reduction  of  Scilly^  J^^feyt  Guern-. 

*  faid  they,  that  there  is  a  fecond  Charles  King  of  Eng- 

*  land: 

In  this  fpirited  manner,  agreeably  to  their  inftruc- 
tions,  did  thefe  gentlemen  behave,  and  fo  little  were 
they  difpofed  to  have  the  fovereignty  of  their  matters 
attacked,  even  in  the  moft  diftant  manner.  But  though 
the  ambafladors  were  extremely  diligent,  nothing  to  the 
purpofe  was  to  be  done  with  the  Dutch,  as  appears  by 
the  following  extract  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Thurloe  to 
Mr.  Walter  Froji,  fecretary  to  the  council  of  ftate  ;  da- 
ted Hague^  June  6-16,  1651.  '  If  we  had  not  by  a 
^  good  providence  of  God  got  ane  opportunity  to  put 

*  this  people  to  a  tryal  by  our  being  continued  here, 
'  they  might  by  their  laft  paper,  wherein  they  ofFerred 

*  the  treaty  of  1495,  and  their  large  profeflions,  paft 
'  with  the  credulous  people  of  England  for  fome  kind  of 
'  honeft  men,  and  good  neighbours ;  but  upon  this  oc- 
'  cafion,  I  am  confident  they  appear  to  be  perfectly  of 

*  the  &coti  mould,  by  converfe  with  whom  and  the 
'  French,  they  have  learnt  the  art  of  making  huge  pro- 
'  feffions,  and  in  fuch   a  manner,  that  men  are  almoft 

*  neceflitated  to  believe  them  ;  and  at  the  fame  time, 
'  intend  to  perform   no  more  of  them  than  apparently 

*  ftands  with  their  own    advantage ;  which  yet  I  am 

*  confident  they  will  not  arrive  at  upon  this  occafion  ; 
'  and  I  hope  God  will  give  wifdom  to  my  lords  fo  to  ma- 
'  nage  tiieir  farewell  in  that  manner,  that  the  common- 

'  wealth  o{ England  fliall  not  lofe  either  in  honour  or  ('•)  Thurloe, 

'  intereft  upon  this  occafion  (r).' The  day  fixed  the  ^°^-'-  P*. 

fecond  time  (for  the  firft  had  been  expired,  and  a  far- 
ther day  given  at  the  requeft  of  the  States)  being  near 
at  hand,  the  ambafladors  gave  notice  of  their  intended 
departure  to  the  States,  exprefling  their  forrow  for  the 
unfuccefsfulnefs  of  their  negotiation,  and  their  hopes 
that  hereafter  a  treaty  might  be  concluded.  Where- 
upon the  btates-General  in  a  declaration  juftified  their 
proceedings  J  entreated  the  flay  of  the  ambafladors ;  and 

S-3  pro- 
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fey^  Man,    Virginia  and   Barbadoes ;  confi- 

dering, 

profefled  their  readinefs  to  contribute  their  beft  endea- 
vours to  perfe£t  the  treaty.  This  of  courfe  pr^  duccd  a 
recapitulation,  in  which,  after  (hewing  how  unfatif- 
fa<Story  the  anfwers  to  their  propofiiions  had  been,  the 
ambafladors  concluded  in  the  following  manner :  *  As 

*  to  their  diflatisfa^lion  concerning   our  coming  away, 

*  we  conceived,  that  we  had  faid  enough  therein  to 

*  their  commiffioners,    whom  they  had   fent  twice  to 

*  us  about  the  fame ;  as  that  the  parliament  had  now 
'  thrice  fent  their  agents  and  minifters  unto  them  ;  and 

*  that  as  they  were  no  way  bound  to  fend  them  unto 

*  them  at  all,  fo  was  it  in  their  own  choice  and  power 

*  to   limit  the    time   of    their  abode.      Neither  were 

*  they  therein  furprized,  we  having  always  from  the 
'  firft  day  of  the  treaty  told  them,  that   our  time  was 

*  limited  and  but  fhort ;  and  that  therefore  a  flow  pro- 

*  ceeding  on  their  part  would  render  the  treaty  fruitlefs  ; 

*  and  that  they  had  caufe  rather  to  take  it  as  a  great  ex- 

*  preffion  of  love  and  friendfhip  in  the  parliament,  that 

*  they  alone  had  fo  often  and  for  fo  long  time  intended 
'  and  profecuted  thefe  matters  of  joint  and  equal  con- 
'  cernment  unto  both  States ;  and  that  when  the  com- 
'  monwealth  of  Englcnd   is  out  of  poflefTion  of  what 

*  they  ought  to  enjoy  by  the  treaty  of  1495,  and  the 

*  Netherlands  in  the  full  pofl'eflion  of  what  is  of  greatefl 

*  advantage  unto  them    by   that  treaty  ;    that  yet  the 

*  commonwealth  of  England  fhould   be  content  in  this 

*  friendly   and  amicable  way  of  a  treaty,  to  ftek   and 

*  expe(5l  from  them  a  performance  of  what  is  done  on 

^*ol  ^V."'*  ^^^^^  P^*^'^  ^^^*' When  the   States  commiffioners 

jg^.  came  to  take  leave  of  the  ambafTadors  at  their  depar- 

ture, it  is  faid  St.  Jchn  fpoke  to  them  in  thefe  terms : 

*  My  Lords,  you  have  an  eye  upon  the  event  of  the 

*  affairs   of  the   kingdom   of  Scotland^  and  therefore  do 

*  refufe  the  friendlhip  we  have  ofFerred.     Now  1  can 

*  afTure  you,  that  many  in  the  parliament  were  of  opi- 
«  nion  that  we  ihould  not  have  come  hither,  or  any 

2  *  am- 
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dering,  I  fay,  the   conquefts  made  both   at 

home 

*  ambaffadors  to  be  Tent  to  you  before  they  had  fupe- 

*  rated    thefe  matters    between    them    and  that    King, 

*  and  then  expe£led  your  ambafladors  to  us.  I  now 
'  perceive  our  error,  and   that  thefe  gentlemen  were  in 

*  the  right :  in  a  (hort  time  you  (hall  fee  that  bufinefs 

*  ended,  and  then  you  will  come  to  us  and  feek  what 

'  we   have  freely  ofFerred,  when  it  fhall   perplex  you  chronicle  of 

*  that  you  have  refufed  our  proiFer  (f).' On  the  re-  the  civil 

turn  of  the   ambaflTadors,  they,  by  order,  attended  the  ^*"' ^J. 
houfe,  and  fitting  in  their  places  as  members,  '  St.  'John.,  l^^j  jg^g 

*  the  lord  ambaflador  5/r/f//fl>?^/ {landing  by  him,  gave 
'  an  account  of  their  negotiation  ;  and  it  was  refolved 
'  that   the  parliament  doth  approve  of  all  the  proceed- 

*  ings  of  the  lords  amball'adors,  and  that  they  have  the 

*  thanks  of  the  houfe,  for  their  great  and  faithful  fer- 
'  vice.'  The  proceedings  in  this  treaty  were  alfo  or- 
dered to  be  entered  in  a  book  by  themfelves,  and  all 
perfons  prohibited  from  infpe*9ing  the  fame  (except 
members  of  parliament)  without  leave.  And  the  whole 
matter  of  the  report,  and  the  feveral  papers,  were  re- 
ferred to  the  council  of  ftate  to  confider  what    was  fit 

to  be  done  therein,  for  the  beft  advantage  of  the  com-  /  %  To„rna] 
monwea'th,  and  to  report  the  fame  to  the  houfe  («). —  7.^\  July, 
On  the   gth  of  Od-^her^  the  houfe  pafled   the  famous  i^S^* 
3(51  intitlled  by  them,  *  Goods  from  foreign  parts  by  whom 
to  be  imported:^  prohibiting  goods  to  be  imported,  from    < 
Afia^  Africa ^  America,     and    even   Europe ^  with   fon^e 
few  exceptions,  into  England,  Ireland  or  the  dominions 
thereunto  belonging,  but  in  Enilifl)  veflels.     This  was 
the  famous  navigation  act,  of  which  more  (hall  be  fpokgn 
hereafter.     The   ftates  being   highly   provoked  hereat, 
fent  over  ambafladors  to  mitigate  if  poflible  the  rigour 
of  this  law,  and   bring   things  to  an    accommodation. 
Commiffioners   hereupon   were  empowered  by  the  par- 
liament- to   hear  their  propofals,  and  make  proper  de- 
mands on  the  behalf  of  the  commonwealth.     For  de- 
mands they  had  about  the  Amho)na  bufinefs  \  the  fifhery  ; 
S  4  the 
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home  and  abroad,  and  the  attention  paid  to 

the 

the  right  of  the  flag ;  and  other  matters  in  which  the  in- 
tereft  and  the  dignity  of  the  Englijh  nation  were  concern- 
ed. But  while  the  negotiation  was  carried  on,  in  May 
1652,  the  fleets  of  the  two  republics  being  near  each 
other  an  engagement  enfued,  to  the  advantage  of  the 
Englijhf  who  funk  one  Dutch  fhip  and  took  another  *. 
The  Z)«/f^  ambafladors,  alarmed  at  this  encounter,  which 
Jiad  turned  out  fo  unexpectedly  to  their  difgrace,  put  in 
feveral  papers  to  the  council  of  flate,  *  Protefting  that 

*  what  happened  was  without  the  knowledge  and  againfl 

*  the  wills  of  their  mafters  j  that  'twas   with  grief  and 

*  aftonifhment  they  had   heard   the   fatal   news  of  that 

*  rafh  adlion  ;  that  they  were  greatly  defirous  of  con- 
■  eluding  things  in  an  amicable  manner,  and  therefore 
'  requeflred  that  by  no  means  the  bufinefs  of  the  con- 

*  eluding  of  the  treaty  be  put  off,  and  that  fuch  unfor- 

*  tunate  mifchances  may  be  avoided,  and  an  everlafting 

*  peace  eftabliflied  between  both  the  nations.'  But  litde 
heed  was  given  to  thefe  requefts  or  apologies.  By  ad- 
miral Blake's  relation  ;  by  the  information  of  two  Dutch 
captains,  prifoners,  taken  before  general  Cromwell^  and 
Dennii  Bond,  Efq;  at  Dover,  May  22,  1652  j  and  from 
feveral  other  examinations  taken  at  that  time,  before  the 
fame  gentlemen,  it  appearing  that  the  Dutch  fought  an 
opportunity  to  quarrel,  and  to  brave  us  upon  our  own 

*  The  Dutch  account,  as  gWen  in  Burchett,   is  as  follows:  *  Van 

*  Tromp  put  to  fea  with  the  fleet,  to  eonvoy  home  feme  n.erchant  /hips, 

*  but  had  orders  to  avoid  engaging  with  the  Englilh,  if  poflible,  and  to 
'  pay  the  ufual  refpeft  to  their  flag,  if  he   chanced  to  meet  them  in  the 

*  narrow  feas.     He  was  forced  by  a   tempeft  on  the  Englifh  coaft,  but 

*  quitted  it  again  as  foon  as  poflJible,  and  niade  towards  Calais  ;  but  being 

*  informed  that  the  Englifh  were  purfuing  feme  merchant  fliips,  he  ad- 

*  vanced  to  their  relief,  and  met  Blake  with  the  Englifh  fleet,  who  had 
,    *  orders  (the  Di^tch  fay)  to  attack  them.     Tromp  prepared  to  give  the 

*  ufual  honors  to  the  Englifh  flag,  and  ordered  one  of  his  captains  to  go 
^  on  board  with  a  compliment  to  the  Englifh  admiral;  but  Blake  having 

*  no  regard  to  thefe  marks  of  fubmiflion,  fired  twice  at.Tromp's  fhip, 

*  -yho  made  no  return  till  he  had  received  a  third  fhot,  and  then  the  fight 

*  ^egan.'——— Naval Hiftory,  p.  293. 

>  coaft. 
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the  grandeur  and   welfare  of  the  nation  in 
-  all 


coaft,  the  parliament  returned  the  following  anfwer  to 
the  papers   cf  their  ambafiadors. *  The  parliament 

*  of  the    commonwealth    of  England,  calling  to   mind 

*  with  what  continued  demonftrations  of  friendfhip, 
'  and  fincere  afFedions,  from   the    very   beginning   of 

*  their  inteftine  troubles  they  have   proceeded   towards 

*  their  neighbours  of  the  United-Provinces,  omitting 
'  nothing  on  their  part  that  might  conduce  to  a  good 
'  correfpondence  with  them,  and  to  a  growing  up  into 

*  a  more  near  and  ftri£l    union  than  formerly,  do  find 

*  themfelves  much  furprized  with  the  unfutable  returns 
'  that  have  been  made  thereun'o,  and  efpecially  at  the 
'  a6ts  of  hoftility  lately  committed  in  the  very  roads  of 

*  England  upon  the  fleet  of    this  commonwealth,  the 

*  matter  of  fa6t  whereof  ftated  in  clear  proofs,  is  here- 
'  unto  annexed  ;  \j.\\cy   are  Blake's  letter,  and  depofi- 

*  tions  jufl  above  mentioned]  upon  ferious  and  deliberate 
'  confideration  of  all,  and  of  the  feveral  papers  deliver- 

*  ed  in  by  your  excellencies  to  the  councel  of  ftate,  the 
_  *  parliament  thinks  fit  to  give  this  anfwer  to  thofe  pa- 

*  pers:  The  parliament,  as  they  would    be  willing  to 

*  make  a  charitable  conftrucflion  of  the  expreflions  ufed 
.  •  in  the  faid  papers,  endeavouring  to  reprefent  the  bte 

'  engagement  of  the  fleets  to  have  happened  without  the 

*  knowledge,  and  againft  the  mind  of  your  fuperiours ; 

*  fo  when  they  confider  how  difagreeable   to  that    pro- 

*  fefllion    the    refolutions  and  actions  of  your   ftate   and 

*  their  minifters  at  fea  have  been,  even  in  the  midft  of 

*  a  treaty  ofFerred  by  themfelves,  and  managed  here  by 

*  your  excellencies,  the   extraordinary  preparations    of 

*  one  hundred    and  fifty  fail  of  men   of  war,  without 

*  any  vifible  occafion  but  what  doth  now  appear  (a  iuft 

*  ground  of  jealoufie  in  your  own   judgments,    when 

*  your  lorJfhips  pretended  to  excufe  it)  and  the  inftruc- 

*  tions  themfelves  given  by  your  faid  fuperiours  to  their 

*  commanders  at  fea,  do  find  too  much  caufe  to  believe 
<  that  the  lords,  the  ftates  general  of  the  Ur.ited-Pro- 

<  vinces. 
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all  thcfe  tranfadtions,  we  are  not  to  wonder 

that 
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vinces,  have  an  intention,  by  force  to  ufurp  the  k^own 
rights  of  England  in  the  fcas,  to  deftroy  the  fleets  that 
are,  under  God,  their  walls  and  bulwarks,  and  there- 
by expofe  this  commonwealth  to  invafion  at  their  plea- 
fure,  as  by  this  late  action  they  have  attempted  to  do  : 
whereupon  the  parliament  conceive  they  are  obliged 
to  endeavour,  with  God's  affiftance,  as  they  fhall  have 
opportunity,  to  feek  reparation  of  the  wrongs  alieady 
fuffered,  and  fecurity  that  the  like  be  not  attempted 
for  the  future.  Neverthelefs,  with  this  mind  and  de- 
fire,  that  all  differences  betwixt  the  nations  may  (if 
poflibly)  be  peaceably  and  friendly  compofed,  as  God 
by  his  providence  ftiall  open  a  way  thereunto,  and 
circumftances  fhall  be  conducing  to  render  fuch  en- 
deavours lefs  dilatory,  and  more  effectual  than  thofe 
of  this  kind  heretofore  ufed  have  been. 

Hen.  Scobell,  chric.  ParUamenti  [af]* 


This  declaration  does  honor  to  the  parliament,  who 
had  ordered  all  Dut^h  fhips  to  be  feized  on  hearing  of 
the  late  a6lion  at  fea,  and  from  henceforth  determined 
to  carry  on  a  war  with  the  ftates  in  the  molt  vigorous 
manner.  Sir  Henry  Vane,  who  made  fo  great  a  figure 
durijig  thefe  times,  is  faid  to  have  been  the  chief  direc- 
tor and  manager  of  this  war,  whofe  conftant  judgment 
it  was,  *  That  the  intereft  oi  England  and  the  United- 

*  Provinces  were  as  irreconcileable   as  thofe   of  rivals, 

*  trade  being  to  both  nations,  what  a  miftrefs    is  unto 

*  lovers ;  that  there  never  could  intervene  any  durable 

*  peace,  except  both  nations  did  unite  by  coalition,  or 
'  the  Englijh  fubjugate  the  others  and  reduce  them  into 
'  a  province,  or  by  ftridl   conditions  and   contrivances 

*  enfure  themfclves  againft  the  growth  and  future  puif- 

*  fanceof  the  Dutch  {y).*  How  great  the  difintereftednefs 
of  Vane  was,  how  foUicitous  for   the  honor  of  the  na- 

Lond.  1673.  tion,  and  how  much  bent  that  the  public  might  be  ferv- 

9d 
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that    men    imputed   to   them  the   greateft 

de- 
ed on  the  eafieft  and  beft  terms,  appears  from  the  follow- 
ing  anecdote:  '  The  fees  of  his  office  were;  as  trea- 

*  furer  of  the  navy,  four- pence  in  the  pound,  which  1  y 

*  reafon  of  this  war  honeftly  amounted  to  little  lefs  than 

*  30COO/.  per  annum  ;  but  Sir  Henry  Va>.e  looked  upon 
'  it  as  too  much  for  a   private  fubje<3:,  and  therefore 

*  very  generoufly  gave  up  his  patent  (which  he  had  for 

*  life  from  King  Charles  I.)  to  the  parliament,  defiring 

*  but  two  thoufand  pounds  per  annum^  for  an  agent  he 
'  had  bred  up  to  the  bufmefs,  and  the  renjainder  to  go 

*  to   the  public.     This  was  done,  and  the  method  of  (j;)Collins'a 

*  a   fixed  falary   has  continued  ever   fince   in  that   of-  Peerage, vol. 

*  fice  (z)  *.'  This  was  indeed  a  rare  example  ofgy^'^o^j 
honor  and  integrity,  and  hardly  to  be  believed  in  this  ,^^5. 
age,  in  which  patriots  and  courtiers  have  fcrambled  for 
places,  preferments,  bonufTes,  ^V.  in  fuch  an  open  and 
fhamelefs  manner,  as  to  have  rendered  it  doubtful  whe- 
ther all  pretenfions  to  public  fpirit,  were  not  veils  to  ambi- 
tion and  avarice. — But  to  proceed. Fleets  were 

now  fitted  out,  both  by  England  and  Holland,  and  fuch 
iioble  exploits    were  done  by  Blake  and  others,  as  have 

•  In  the  Journals  we  find  *  That  upon  a  petition  of  Sir  Henr)-  Vane, 

*  knight,  treafurer  of  the  navy,  it  was  referred  to  the  committee  of  the 

*  navy,  to  confider  of  this  petition,  and  liow  the  office  of  treafurer  of  the 

*  navy  may  be  managed  for  the  future,  for  the  beft  profit  and  leaft  charge 

*  of  the  commonwealth  ;  and  what  falary  is  lit  to  \k.  allowed  for  the  ftxe- 

*  cutlon  thereof;  and  alfo  to  confider  what  compenfation  is  fit  to  be  given 

*  unto  the  petitioner,  out  of  that  office,  or  otherwife,  in  ccnfideration  of 

*  his  right  in  the  faid  office.'  This  was  on  the  27th  of  ]\\ne-,  1650. 
On  the  i(Sth  of  July  following,  the  committee  made  their  report,  and  the 
houfe  refolved,  *   That  as  a  fit  compenfation  to  be  given  to  Sir  Henry  Vane, 

*  treafurer  of  the  navy,  for  the  furrendf-r  cf  his  right   in   the    faid    place, 

*  and  in  confidcration  of  thtf  profit  which  will  thereby  accrue  to  the  ftate, 

*  there  be  fettled  on  the  faid  Sir  Henry  Vane,  his  heirs  and  afiigns  for  ever, 

*  to  the  clear  yearly  value  of  twelve  hundred  pounds  per  annum  jover  and 

*  above  all  charges  and  reprifes,  out  of  the  lands  belonging  to  the  late 

*  deans  and  chapters.' It  was  alfo  refolved,  '  That  a  fit  and  able  per- 

*  fon  fhculd  be  appointed   treafurer  of  the  navy,  who  fhouli  perfonally 

*  attend  upon   that  employment,  and   be  allowed  for  tlie  entertainmert 

*  and  falary,  forhimfelf,  his  deputies  and  clerks,  one    thoufand  pounds 

*  per  annum,  in  lieu  of  all  falaries,  fees,  and  other  profits  formerly  be- 
'  longing  to  the  place  of  treafurer  of  the  navy.'  ..We  fee  by  this,  Mr. 
Collins  has  not  been  fufficiently  exail. 

ren- 
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rendered  their  memories  dear  to  all  true  lovers  of  their 
country.  The  particulars  are  to  be  found  in  moft  of  our 
common  hiflories,  and  thither  I  muft  refer  the  reader 
defirous  of  information  on  this  fubjedt.  VVhilft  the  war 
was  carrying  on  in  a  manner  glorious  to  xheEngliJh  com- 
monwealth, the  parliament  omitted  nothing  which  might 
make  it  terminate  in  fuch  a  manner  as  to  prevent  all  fu- 
ture difputes  between  the  two  nations.  With  great  di- 
ligence and  dexterity  they  got  intelligence  of  the  molt 
private  defigns  and  refolutions  of  the  enemy,  a,nd  took 
as  much  care  as  poflible  to  conceal  their  own  ;  nor  would 
they  abate  the  leaft  in  their  propofals  for  peace,  thoughij 
applied  to  moft  fubmiffively  by  ambafladors  fent  fron%' 
the  ftates  for  that  purpofe.  The  following  extradts  wiH 
abundantly  confirm  and  explain  what  is  here  mentioned. 

The  Dutch  ambafTadors,  in  a  letter  to  N.  Ri^h, 

dated  JVeflminJier,  July  4,  1653,  N.  S.  fay,  *  We  are 
'  obliged  to  advife  their  high  and  mighty  lordfhips  that 

*  men  here  have  full  knowledge,  with  all  the  circum- 
lon^"'"^"  ^^"^^5  o^  t^^  refolutions  taken  upon  the  fifth  of 
316.    '      '  J^^^  K^)'     I"  a  letter  of  intelligence  from  the  Hague y 

dated  the  28th  of  the  fame  month,  we  read  what  fol- 
lows :  '  What  I   have   always  feared  is  now  come  to 

*  pafs,  that  intimation  (hould  be  given  here  of  the  good 

*  intelligence  you  have  there  of  the  affairs  here.     Our 

*  deputies  there  have  written  hither  to  thefe  ftates,  that 

*  they  have  afTurance  from  their  friends  in  England.^  that 

*  all  the  fecret  adlings  here,  and  were  it  poflible,  the 

*  very  thoughts  of  thefe   ftates  are    moft   exadlly  and 

*  weekly  prefented  in  writing  to  the  councel  of  ftate 
'  there.  This  was  hotly  debated  in  the  afTembly,  every 
'  one  afking  the  other,  who  betrayed   them ;  and  fomc 

*  quarrels  were  like  to  arife,  but  a  fort  of  compofure 

*  was  made,  and  orders  given   for  ftridt   fecrefy  in  all 

*  their  proceedings ;  fo  that  much  difficulty  will  be  in 

*  furniftiing  you ;  however   I  fhall  attempt  always  to 

*  ferve  you  as  long  as  I  can.     But  if  you  have  not  fe- 

*  crefy,  you  are  not  worthy  of  the  profit  thereof.     Our 

*  deputies  there  begin  to  give  very  good  intelligence  from 
(i)^Id.  p.     <  London^  however  they  get  it  (^).'     The  18th  of  this 

jnonth,  we  find  the  following  (hort  letter  written  by 
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Bevernlng^  one  of  the  ambafiadors,  to  Mr.  Gerard 
Cinque  at  Goude.     '  Sir,  I  dare  not   write  much  news. 

*  All  our  adlions  are  fpied.     We  have  fpies  fet  to  watch 

*  us  in  our  houfes.     We  cannot  be  certain  of  any  thing 

*  that  we  do,  that  it  ftiall  not  be  either  known  or  mif- 

*  carry.     If  you  pleafe  to  have  any  thing  fent  you  from 

*  hence,  that  this  country  affords,  pray   let  me  know  W  Tliurloe, 

<  it  (r).' We  are  not  however  to  fuppofe  but  fome  ^"q''^* 

intelhgence  was  gotten  by  thefe  ambafiadors.     Money 

does  wonders,-  and  flattery  is  all  powerful.  They  who 
can  dextroully  apply  the  one  and  the  other,  need  not 
fear  of  fome  fuccefs.  The  following  pafTage  will  (hew 
that  they  were  ordered  to  be  on  the  look  out,  and  that 
they  had  not  been  idle.  It  was  written  from  the  Hague, 
O Wisher  31.  N.  S.  and  feems  to  come  from  the  fame  hand 
which  fent  that  of  the  28th  of  ^w/y  juft  mentioned. 
*  Since  my  lafl  to  you,  the  poft  immediately  before 

*  this,  great  diligence  is  ufed  and  fecret  enquiry  made, 

*  how  your  council  of  fiate  comes  by  the  fecret  refolu- 

*  tions  of  this  ftate,  and  the  letters  of  their  public  mi- 

*  niflers   abroad;    and  our   deputies  who   are   gone  to 

*  England  have  in  charge   tp  do   their   utmoft  there, 

*  whatever  it  cofls  to  find  it  out.  Of  which  I  advertize 
'  you  very  ferioully,  to  the  end  hereafter  thefe  fecrets  be 

*  not  read  in  open  council,  and  that  prevention  may  be, 
'  leafl  the  deputies  might  learn,  from  them,  that  told 

*  to  them  part,  how  to  difcover  the  whole.  But  I  hope 
'  and  believe  I  am  not  betrayed,  fo  as  to  be  known  by 
'  name  or  defcription  to  any  of  the  council,  lince  fome 

*  of  them  are  fo  kind  as  to  tell  all  they  know  to  the 
«  Dutch  deputies,  to  their  advantage.     I  can  fwear  th« 

*  two  deputies  flanding  there  did    write  at  full,  what  I 

*  gave  you  in  my  laft  j  but  this  notwithffanding,  all  the 

*  chief  of  their  bufinefs  fhall  be  had  one  way  or  other, 

*  if  you  do  not  fpoil  all  there,  as  well  was  attempted  {d).'  ^  j     '  ^' 
And  how  much  the  parliament  were  concerned  for 

the  honor  and  intered  of  the  nation  appeared  from  their 
demanding  as  preliminaries  to  a  treaty,  that  the  Dutch 
fliould  call  back  their  fliipsj  make  reparation  for  da- 
mages, and  fatisfacStion  for  the  expences  England  had 
been  put  to  defend  herfelf  and  maintain  her  rights  [e).'  (')  W.  p- 

—Among  ^^*' 
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Among  the  articles  infifted  on  by  the  Engi'Jh  was 

the  following.     *  That  the  (hips  and  veffels  of  the  faid 

*  United-Provinces,  as  well  men  of  war,  as  others, 
'  be  they  fingle  fhips,  or  in  fleets,  meeting  at  fea  with 

*  any  of  the  (hips  of  war  of  this  ftate  of  England,  or 

*  in  their  fervice  and  wearing  the  ^z^^  fnall  ftrike  the 
'  flag,  and  low£;r  their  topfail  until  they  be  palled   by, 

*  and  (hall   likewife  fubmit  themfelves   to  be  vifited  if 

*  thereto  required,  and  perform  all  other  refpedts  due  to 

*  the  faid  commonwealth  oi  England.,  to  whom  the  do- 
'  minion  and  (overeignty  of  the  Britiflj  feas  belong.* 
'  To  this  article,  the  Dutch  ambalTadors,  November  22, 

*  1653,    did   not  make  any  exception,    either   to  the 

*  ftriking  of  the  flag,  or  the   fovereignty  of  the   feaj 

*  but  they  protefted  againft  the  vifiting  their  fhips,  as 

*  repugnant  to  the  pradice  of  their  country,  and  fubjedl 

*  to  a  thoufand  diforders  and  difputes,  and  injuries  to  their 
'  ftate;    befides  the  viliting  is    not  to  be   reciprocal. 

*  Whereupon  Cromtvell  in  the  name  of  the  commiffio- 

*  ners  replied,  that  the  fearching  of  their  fhips  was  no 
'  new   thing ;  but    an    undoubted  right  which   natu- 

*  rally  followed  from  the  fovereignty  of  the  fea,  the 
'  which  did  appertain  lo  England :  it  was  likewife  an 

*  efflux  of  the   fame  dominion,  for  the  Englijh  to  pre- 

*  fcribe  to  t'  em,  with  what  number  of  fhips  of  war  they 
'  fhould  pafs  the  Briiijb  feas  :  ihat  they  ought  to  be  much 

*  more  zealous  now  for  the  afTerting  of  the  faid  antient 

*  dominion  of  the  fea  in  all  its  branches  ;•  becaufe  it 
'  had  been  (0  lately  and  fo  notorioufly  difputed  and  in- 
<  vaded.     And  whereas  the  ambafTadors  had  fomewhat 

*  boaftingly  faid   in  their   memorial,  that  their  people 

*  were  of  f  .ch  generofity  that  they  would  never  endure 

*  fuch  terms :  to  this  Crcmwell  faid  he  would  reply  no 
(/'/Stobbs'i  c  more,  than  that  we  were  Englifinuny  and  had  not 
rifiiSoifp. '  loft  o"""  courage  (/).*  1  he  parliament  infifled  like- 
39,60.  '     wife  that  the  Dutch  fhould  pay  for  licence  to  fifh  upon 

the  Br  itijfi  coa{{s,  and  fufpended  the  treaty,  on  account 
of  their  unwillingnefs  to  agree  thereunto,  though  'tis 
aflerted  they  offered  300000/.  to  procure  amity  and 
Ijjid.p.  65.  friendfhip  with  England  (e).  Thefe  demands  of  the 
parliament  may  fecm  high,  but  they  endeavoured  to 

juflify 
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juftify  themfelves  to  the  world,  'by  caufing  Sdderi's 
'  Mare  Claufum  feu  de  Dominio  Maris'  to  be  tranflated 
into  Englijh^  by  Marchamont  Nedham.  This,  by  fpe- 
cial  command,  was  publifhed  in  November  1652.  In  a 
fine  and  fpirited  dedication  *  to  the  fupream   authority 

*  of  the  nation,,  the  parliament  of  the  commonwealth 
'  of  England^'  the   tranflator  obferves,  *  it  is  a  gallant 

*  fight  to  fee  the  fword  and  pen  in  victorious  equipage 
'  together;  for  this  fubdues  the  fouls  of  men  by  reafon, 
'  that  only  their  bodies  by  force.     The  pen  it  is  which 

*  manifefts  the  right  of  things ;  and,  when  that  is  once 
'  cleared,  it  gives   fpurs  to  refolution,  becaufe  men  are 

*  never  raifed  to  fo  high  a  pitch  of  adlion,  as  when  they 

*  are  perfuaded,  that  they  engage  in  a  righteous  caufe  ; 

*  according  to  that  old  verficle,    • 

*  Franglt  &  attollit  vires  in  Milite  caufa. 

<  Wherefore,  feeing  you  (right  honourable)  have  had 

*  fo  frequent  experience  of  the  truth  of  this  in  our  late' 

*  wars,  wherein  the  pen   militant  hath   had   as    many 

*  (harp  rencounters  as  the  fword,  and  borne  away  as 

*  many  trophies   from   home-bred  enemies,    in    profe- 

*  cution  of  your  moft  righteous  caufe  by  land,  certain- 

*  ly  you  will  yield  it  no  lefs  neceflary,   for  the  inftruc- 

*  tion  of  this  generous  and  ingenious  people,  in  vindi- 
'  eating  your  juft  rights  by  fea  againft  the   vain  pre- 

*  tences  and  projects  of  encroaching  neighbours.     For, 

*  what  true  Englijh  heart  will  not  fwell,  when  it  (hall 
'  be  made  clear  and  evident  (as  in  this  book)  that  the 
'  fovcreignty  of  the  feas,  flowing  about  this  ifland,  hath, 

*  in  all  times,  whereof  there  remains  any  written  tefti- 

*  mony,  both  before  the  old  Roman  invafion  and   fince, 

*  under  every  revolution,  down  to  the  prefent  age,  been 

*  held  and  acknowledged   by  all  the  world,  as  an  infe- 

*  parable  appendant  of  the  Briti/}}  empire ;  and  that,  by 

*  virtue  thereof,  the  kings  of  England  fucceflively   have 

*  had  the  fovereign   guard  of  the  feas  j  that  they  have 

*  impofed  taxes  and  tributes  upon  ail  (hips  paffing  and 
'  fiftiing  therein ;  that  they  have  obftru<Sed  and  opened 

*  the  paflage  thereof  to  (Irangers,  a:  their  own  pleafure, 

*  and 
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defigns  (nn),  and  fuch  as  would  carry  them 


to 


*  and  done  all  other  things  that  may  teftify  an  abfolute 

*  fea-dominion  J  what  Englijh  htaxt  (I  fay)  can  confi- 

*  der  thefe  things,  together  with  the  late  a£lings  of  the 

*  Netherlander s,  fet  forth  in  your  publick  declaration,  and 
'  not  be  inflamed  with  an  indignation   anfwerable   to 

*  their  infolence;  that  thefe  people,  raifed  out  of  the 
'  duft  at  firft  into  a  ftate  of  liberty,  and  at  length  to  a 
'  high  degree  of  power  and  felicity,  by  the  arms  and 
'  benevolence  of  England;  or  that  they,  who,  in  times 

(0  9^.*^^  '  paft,  durft  never  enter  our  feas  to  touch  a  herring, 
or°Owner-  '  without  licencc  firft  obtained  by  petition  from  the 
ihip  of  the  '  governor  of  Scarhorcugh-caflle^  fhould  now  prefume  to 
Sea.  Foho.  t  inyaJe  them  with  armed  fleets,  and,  by  a  moft  unjuft 
Pdnted  by    '  War,  bid  defiance  to  the  united  powers  of  thefe  three 

Wiriam      «  nations  [i)  V But,  whilft  the  parliament  were  thus 

Du-Gard,  labouring  for  the  public  welfare,  they  were  difpofl^effed 
pointmentof  of  their  powcr  by  Cromwell,  and  deprived  of  a  glory 
the  Council  they  wcU  dsfcrved,  that  of  finifliing  a  fuccefsful,  well- 
of  State,      conducted  war,  by  a  fafe  and  advantageous  peace. 

(nn)  Vaji  defigns  were  imputed  to  the  commonwealth. "Y 
Nothing  can  give  us  a  better  idea  of  the  light  in  which 
England  was  viewed  abroad,  than  the  following  paflTages 
from  Sorlitre.  They  are  taken  from  a  letter  written 
by  him  to  the  celebrated  M.  de  Caurcelles,  at  Jm/ler- 
dam,  dated  Orange,  July  i,  1652.——*  The  Englijh 
'  republicans  took  things  exaftly  right ;  and  that,  in 
'order   to  tLe  accomplishing  of  a  defign,  that  would 

*  take  up  all  their  life-time  (for  fuch  fort  of  men  ought 
'  never   to  conceive  mean   ones,    after   the  execution 

*  whereof  they  muft  be  put  to  the  trouble  of  projedling 

*  a  new,  or  live  lazily,  and  be  expofed  to  confpiracies 

*  againft  them)  they  thought  it  would  be  their  beft  way 
'  to  begin  with  the  ruin  of  the  United  Provinces,  which 

*  lay  next  their  coafts,  and  flourifhed  in  trade  above 
'  any  other  country  in  the  world  j  and,  when  once  they 

*  had  efl^e(£led  this,  they  were  in  hopes  they  fliould  ea- 

*  fily  remove  any  obftacle  in  their  way  to  attain  the 

*  do- 
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to  the  pinnacle  of  glory. And,  if  wc  turn 

our 


dominion  of  the  feas :  Infomuch,  that,  if  the  fortune 
of  war  fhould  favour  their  firft  enterprizes,  I  do  not 
think  they  have  any  defign  to  make  a  peace  with  a 
nation  they  have  a  mind  utterly  to  deftroy,  and  to 
whom  they  will  propofe  fuch  hard  terms,  that,  upon 
the  refufal  of  them,  you  will,  at  laft,  find  them  pre- 
pared to  make  terrible  defcents  in  divers  parts  of  Ttta- 
landy  and  North  Holland^  to  break  the  banks,  and  the 
other  dykes,  that  keep  the  flat  country  from  being 
drowned.  There  needs  no  more  than  this  fort  of 
blood  letting  to  make  Amjierdam,  and  all  the  other 
cities,  defolate.  For,  it  would  fignify  little  to  them 
to  feize  the  Brill,  or  fome  other  place,  feeing  their 
defign  is  to  deftroy  the  trade  of  Holland,  and  to  tranf- 
fer  it  into  their  own  country ;  and  it  would  be  of 
little  importance  to  them,  that  the  King  of  Spain 
(hould,  in  the  mean  time,  recover  the  feven  pro- 
vinces ;  that  the  merchants  of  Amjierdam  Ihould  re- 
move to  Antwerp,  and  the  manufailures  of  Leyden 
and  Harlem  to  Ghent  and  Bruges :  for  it  would  re- 
quire many  years  to  fettle  things  there,  and  the  Eng' 
lift)  would  have  opportunity  enough  to  hinder  them 
from  having  any  necefTary  materials,  but  fuch  as  paf- 
fed  through  their  own  hands,  and  their  manufa£lures 
to  be  tranfported  any  where  but  in  Englljh  bottoms  : 
for  it  would  be  very  eafy  for  them  to  flop  up  the 
mouths  of  the  ports,  and  to  go  up  the  Schelde,  even 
in  fight  of  Antwerp,  from  whence  nothing  muft  come 
out  but  will  be  taken  by  their  fhips.  By  this  means, 
and  the  notion  I  have  of  their  defigns,  no  nation  in 
the  world,  in  a  few  years  time,  would  have  any  fea- 
men,  fhips,  or  skill  in  maritime  affairs,  belides  them- 
felves :  for  Holland  being  entirely  ruined,  the  Dutch 
muft  ferve  on  board  their  fleets,  and  all  the  Ship- 
wrights, fail-makers  and  rope-makers,  would  be 
obliged  to  go  and  earn  their  living  in  the  fea-port 
towns  of  England',  and  this  they  woukJ  be  the  mere 
T  •  ia- 
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our  eyes  to  their  condudt  at  home,  we  (hall 

£nd 

*  inclined  to  do,  becaufe  there  is  more  wages  given 

*  there,  and  people  live  better.     When  this  noble  and 

*  rich  province,  which,  within  the  extent  of  lefs  than 
'  five  and  twenty  leagues,  contains  eighteen  large  towns, 
'  and  four  hundred  villages,  of  which  the  Hague  is  the 

*  fineft  in  the  world,  (hall  be  reduced  to  this  fad  plight; 

*  its  then  likely  the  Er:gHJh  will  turn  their  arms  againft 

*  Denmark^  in   order  to  feize  the  Sundt,  either  by  main 

*  force,  or  rather  fome  treaty,  by  which  they  will  be 

*  willing  to  give  the  King   more  than   the  profit  it 

*  brought  him,  but,  at  the  fame  time,  will  oblige  Ncv' 

*  way  to  fell  their  wood  to  no  other  nation  but  the 
'  Engl'Jh.     The    cities  of  Embden,  Bremen,  Hamburg, 

*  Lubecy    all    the  coaft  of  the  Baltic,  and   the   whole 

*  kingdom   of  Sweden,  durft  appear  no  longer  at  fea, 

*  but  under  Englijh  colours ;  and,  perhaps,  the  formi- 

*  dable   republic  will  be   content,    in  confideration  of 

*  her  commiffions  granted   to  them,  to  receive   certain 

*  duties  from  the  goods  fhe  allows  them  in  her  name 

*  to  tranfport,  only  along  thefe  northern  parts.     They 

*  will  in  time  fend  a  more  powerful  fleet  to  block  up 

*  the  river  of  UJbon,    while  another    fails  to  Brafil^ 

*  Guinea,  and  the  Eaji-Indies,  with  a  defign  to  fpare 

*  the  Pcrtugueze  merchants,  and  the  Ea/?- India  compa- 

*  nies,  the  labour  of  tranfporting  the  fugars,  filks,  fpi-i 
'  ces,  and  other  commodities,  they  come  thither  for, 

*  into  Europe :  and  if  Spain  pretends  to  fay  any  thing 

*  againft  them,  they  will,  without  any  more  ado,  leize 

*  the  Streigbts  mouth,  and  fend  an  hundred  and  fifty 

*  {hips  of  war  into  the  Mediterranean^  out   of  which 

*  they  can  very  eafily  drive  the  naval  force  of  the  other 

*  potentates   of  Europe,  were  they   all  joined    together 

*  againft  them.     The  Engl'J}}  having   in  this  manner 

*  ufurped  the  dominion  of  the  feas,  the  trade  of  aU 
'  the   European  nations,  and   part  of    the  reft   of  the 

*  world:    all    the  earth   muft  fubmit  to  them,   work 

*  for  no  body  but  them,   and  they'll,    from   time  to 

*  time,    come  into  their  ports,    and  fweep  away  all 

2  •  their 
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find  it  equally  admirable.    By  deeds  of  peace 

they 

*  their  treafure :  every  thing  that  is  rare,  and  all   the 

*  conveniences  of  life,  produced  either  by  art  or  nature, 

*  will  be  referved  for  England,  v/hich  will  be  the  only 
'  country  that  can  purchafe  them,  or  pofTefs  them  of 
'  their  own.     For,  as  we  fee,  that  fince  the  fettling  of 

*  trade  in  Ho  Handy  that  province  is  become  the  ftore- 
'  houfe  for  linnen,  woollen,  and  all  forts  of  manufac- 

*  tures  J  though  there  is  neither  flax,  wool,  nor,  in  a 
'  manner,  any  other  cbmmodiries  which  they  work  up, 

*  grows  there,  but  they  muft  fetch  them  from  other 
'  countries  ;  fo  every  thing  that  England  wants  at  this 

*  time  will  abound  there,  and  the  beft  artificers  will 
'  flock  thither  J  in  fo  much,  *that,    if  they  would  have 

*  any  fine  linnen,  or  good  cloth  for  wear,  in  another 

*  country,  the  flax  and  wool  was  to  be  fent  to  be  ma- 

*  nufa£lured  in  England.  Pray,  confider  then,  what 
'  vaft  wealth  this  country  muft  acquire  in  lefs  than  fifty 

*  years  I  and  how  miferable  muft  the  reft  of  Europe  be, 

*  fince  they  can  tranfport  nothing  by  fca,  from  one  na- 

*  tion  to  another,  but  in  En^lijh  (hip^  ?     They  will  al- 

*  ways  have  money  to  receive  in  all  the  ports  they  come 
'  at,  and  never  leave  any  of  their  own  there  :  what  the 
'  Er.gUjh  want  they'll  make  compenfation  for,  by  way 
'  of  exchange,  or  readily  fend  over  into  England  upon 
'  the  fcore  of  the  manufactures  there  they  have  occafioii 

*  for  i  as  we  have  feen  the  Dutch  Eajl- India  company 

*  have  pearl  and  precious  ftones,   in  return  for  fome 

*  wares   f^nt  into  thofe  countries,  which  they  got  fitted 

*  up  at  Amjlerdamy  and  then  fold  them  at  a  very  dear 

*  rate   in  thofe  places  whence  they  were  firft  brought, 

*  and  where  there  is   not  that  perfection  of  workman- 

*  (hip  as  there    is  with    us.     Hundreds  of  fhips  richly 

*  laden   will  daily  put  into  the  Thames^  and  other  ports 

*  of  this'  fortunate  ifland  j  and  the   general  can  fcarce 

*  ever  Jofe   the  fight  of  his   forces,  which,  I  may  fay, 

*  return  every  evening  to  lie  at  home ;  for  they  ftay  no 
^  longer  in  foreign  parts  than  to  refrefh  themfelves,  to 

*  vend  their  goods,  «nd  to  take  in  new  cargoes.     They 

T  2  »  will 
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they  attempted  to  fettle  and  perpetuate  the 

fe- 


will  be  no  way  follicitous  of  making  conquefts  by  land, 
that  they  may  fave  the  charge  of  maintaining  them, 
feeing  they  are  fure  of  reaping  the  profits  of  them ; 
neither  will  they  plant  any  colonies,  and  eafe  their 
^  country,  as  populous  as  'tis  grown,  of  the  vaft  mul- 
titudes that  are  in  it,  becaufe  the  produce  of  all  Eu- 
rope is  confumed  there,  and  their  great  naval  trade 
renders  their  ftores  inexhauftible.  In  the  mean  time, 
all  the  neighbouring  kingdoms  will,  in  a  manner, 
become  like  the  fea  coafts  of  America^  where  our  Eu- 
ropeans trade  :  there  will  be  only  tillage  and  fome 
coarfe  manufadlures  for  plain  wear,  and  to  ferve  peo- 
ple's neceflities  only  in  the  heart  of  the  country,  and 
the  maritime  towns  will  be  no  other  than  the  grana- 
ries and  magazines  of  England.  Thefe  are  my  fen-, 
timents  about  this  war,  which,  in  the  opinion  oT 
fome,  may  feem  romantic,  and  of  kin  to  Utopia^  or 
the  Republic  of  P/ato;  efpecially  of  thofe  who  do  not^ 
confider  that  the  wars  that  have  been  waged  for  twen-^ 
,  ty  years  paft,  I  know  not  under  what  pretences  or  de-^- 
~  figns,  had  nothing  fo  great  or  fublime  in  them  as  that 
'  which  Cromwell  propofcs :  for,  in  reality,  there  is  no- 
thing can  come  up  to  the  thoughts  of  fubjeding  all  the 
earth  to  his  country,  and  rendering  it  the  moft  haugh- 
ty and  flourifhing  ftate  in  the  world.  It  appears  to 
me  fo  vaft  and  magnificent  a  thought,  that  there  is 
nothing  in  all  the  conquefts  of  Jlexander^  and  the 
pomp  of  all  the  Roman  empire,  that  comes  near  this 
maritime  dominion,  which  I  have  reprefcnted  to  you. 
And  it  feems  to  me  fo  very  feafible,  that,  if  Holland 
be  once  ruined,  I  am  afraid  it  will  be  too  late  to  pre- 
vent it :  and,  therefore,  I  would  have  all  the  poten- 
tates of  Europe  take  it  to  heart  in  timej  for,  if  they 
do  not  quickly  put  an  end  to  the  war  they  are  en- 
gaged in  on  the  continent,  wc  (hall  run  the  risk,  in 
a  few  ages,  of  becoming  perfect  barbarians.  For  the 
Englijhfhy  means  of  their  navigation,  will  transfer 
-  «  all 
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felicity    and    grandeur   of  the  ftate.     After 

the 


*  all  the  polltenefs  of  Europe,  together  with  its  plenty, 

*  power,    and    conveniences   of  life,    into  their  own  biere  /"voy- 
'  country  (-f).' 1  have  chofe  to  give  Sorbiere&  opi-  age  into 

nion  at  length,  not  only  as  it  (hews  us  the  fenfe  men  ^"^^"1*  ^'  "v> 
then  had  of  the  defigns,  skill,  and  management  of  this  gy*  Lond. 
new  republic,  but  as  it  likewife  inftruds  us  in  the  vafl  1709. 
advantages  of  navigation  and  commerce  to  a  ftate.  For 
nothing  is  more  certain,  than  that  they,  who  can  ac- 
quire the  trade  of  the  world,  will  foon  poflefs  its 
power,  riches  commanding  every  thing  requifite  there- 
unto, if  in  the  hands  of  the  wife,  brave  and  induftrious. 
Such  being  the  figure  of  the  Englijh  commonwealth  in 
the  eyes  of  its  neighbours,  we  are  not  to  wonder  that 
her  friendfliip  was  courted  by  fome  of  the  moft  mighty 
monarchs,  and  that  they  treated  her  with  honour  and 
refpeft.  Spain,  France,  Portugal  addreflbd  themfelves 
to  her  by  their  agents  and  ambafTadors,  as  did  Denmark, 
Sweden,  the  free  cities  of  Germany,  and  Hoilana,  parti- 
cularly, in  a  moft  fuppliant  manner.  For  reputation  is 
power,  and  power  is  ever  attended  with  deference  and 
regard.  I  will  clofe  this  note  with  the  following  ex- 
tra£t  from  another  foreign  writer :  '  The  new  republic, 
'  adtuated  by  Cromwell's  extenfive  and  fubiime  genius, 

*  procured  Ejtgland  a  tranquillity  which   it  no  longer 

*  noped  for,  and  gave  it  a  luftre  which  it  had  not  had 
'  for  feveral  centuries.  It  had  juft  been  agitated  by  a 
'  n^oft  violent  tempeft,  and  now  all  was  calm ;  it  had 

*  thought  itfclf  on  the  brink  of  ruin,  and  was  now  in 
'  condition  to  give  Jaw.     It  is  melancholy,  for  the  ho- 

*  nour  of  virtue,  that  one  of  the  belt  and  greateft  fpec- 

*  tacles,    which  the  annals  of  nations  prefent,  fhould 

*  be  the  work  of  rebellion.     Every  thing  appeared  won- 

*  derful  in  this  revolution.     The  royalilts  conformed  to 

*  a  kind  of  government  ill  adapted   to  their  tempers, 

*  and  difapproved  by  their  confciences.     The  grandees, 

*  accuftomed  to  the  part  of  legiflators,  remained  quietly 

*  in  the  rank  of  private  fubjedts.     The  Irijh  and  Scots, 

T  3  *  who 
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the  Britijh  dominions  were  brought  wholly 
to  fubmit  to  their  fovereignty,  they  pafled 
an  a^  of  (00)  oblivion,  to  quiet  the  minds 

of 


<  who  had  taken  up  arms,  the  firft  from  an  attachment 

*  to  their  kings,  the  other  to  efface  the  horror  of  their 

*  treachery,  were  unhappily  fubdued.     TheDtt/<r/',  who 

*  had  taken  advantage  of  the  calamities  of  England,    to 

*  ufurp  the  empire  of  the  feas,  were  humbled.     France 

*  and  Spainy  who  had  been  always  rivals,  always  ene- 

*  mies,  meanly  courted   the  friendfliip  of  the  ufurpers. 

*  The  fovereigns,  who  ought  to  have  united  to  revenge 

*  an  outrage,  to  which   all  kings  were  expofed,  either 

*  through  fear  or  intereft,  applauded  the  injuftice.     All 

*  Europe  debafed  itfeif,  was  filent,  or  admired  (/).' 

(00)  77»^7  paffed  an  a£i  of  oblivim,']  On  the  twen- 
ty-fourth of  February,  one  thoufand  fix  hundred  and 
fifty-one,  the  government  pniTed    an  a£t,  intitied,  '  A 

*  general  pardon  and  amneftie.'     The  preamble  deferves 
notice,  and  is  as  follows  :  *  The  parliament  of  England^ 

*  having  had  good  experience  of  the  affeftion  of  the 

*  people  to  this  prefent  government,  by  their  ready  af- 

*  fiftance  in  the  defence  thereof  againll  Charles  Stuart, 

*  (on  of  the  late  tyrant,  and  the  forces  lately  invading 

*  under  his  command ;  and  being  much   affli61:ed  with 

*  the  fenfe  of  the  miferable  and   fad  eftedis  which  the 

*  late  unnatural  war  hath  produced  j  and  refolving,  next 

*  to  the  glory  of  God,    and   the  advancement   of  the 

*  kingdom  of  Jefus  Chrift,  to  make  no  other  ufe  of  the 

*  many  vi<Slories  the  Lord,  in  mercy,  hath  vouchfafed 

*  unto  them,  than  a  juft  fettling  of  the  peace  and  free- 

*  dom  of  this  commonwealth  ;  and  being  moft  defirous 

*  that  the  minds,  perfons  and   eftates  of  all  the  people 

<  of  this  nation  might  becompofed,  fettled  and  fccured, 

*  and  that  ail  rancour  and  evil  will,  occafioned  by  the 

^/)  Abbe  Rajmal's  Hiftory  of  the  Parliament  «f  EnglanJ,    p.    soo, 
t»o.     Lond.  1751.     See  alfo  the  (juotatjcms  from  Sidney  and  Treochard, 

*  iate 
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of  their  fubjeds,  as  they  before  had  the  na- 
vigation 

*  late  difFerences,  may  be  buried  in  perpetual  oblivion, 

*  that  (o  the  government,  now  eftabliflied  in  the  way 

*  of  a  free  ftate,  might  be  complied  with,  and  all  the 

*  members  of  it  enjoy  their  juft  and  ancient  rights  and 

*  liberties,  and   the  former  commotions   and   troubles 

*  end  in  a  quiet,  calm  and  comfortable  peace,  have  re- 

*  folved  to  do  what  in  them  lies  for  the  obtaining  and 
'  efFefting  thereof,  leaving  the  fuccefs  and  their  endea- 

*  vours  unto  the  bleffing  of  God,  and  his  working  upon 

*  the  fpirits  of  thofe  that  are  concerned  herein  :  Be  it 

'  therefore   enacted,'  i^c.  {m)     Mr.  Ludlow  attributes W^^^J^^ePs 
the  palling  this  a£t  at  that  time  to  the  ambitious  views  of 
Cromwell  in  part,    and  his  defire  of  ingratiating  himfelf 
with  new  friends  ;  *  the  parliament,  fays  he,  were  prc- 

*  vailed  with  by  the  importunities  of  fome  of  their  own 

*  members,  and  in  particular  of  general  Crcmwell^  that 

«  fo  he  might  fortify  himfelf  by  the  addition   of  new  i 

*  friends,  for  the  carrying  on  his  defigns,  to  pafs  an  a£i 
»  of  general  pardon  and  amnefty  :  whereby,  though  it 
<  had    thirty- eight  feveral   exceptions,    many   perfons, 

*  who  deferved  to  pay  towards  the  reimburfement  of 

*  the  publick,  no  lefs  than  thofe  that  had  been  already 
'  fined,   efcaped  the  punifhment  due  to   their  mifde- 

*  meanors,  and  the  commonwealth  was  defrauded  of 

*  great  fums  of  money,    by  which  means  they  were 

*  rendered  unable  to  difcharge  many  juft  debts  owing  to 

*  fuch  as  had  ferved  them  with  diligence  and  fidelity  («).'(")  ^°1'  '• 
In  another  place,  fpeaking  of  the  general's  vifible  change^"  '*°** 
of  temper  and   behaviour  after  the  battle  of  JVorceJJer, 

he  fays,  '  He  now  began  to  defpife  divers  members  of 
«  the  houfe,  whom  he  had  formerly  courted,  and  grew 

*  moft  familiar  with  thofe  whom  he  ufed  to  fhew  mofl 

*  averfion  to  j  endeavouring  to  oblige  the  royal  party, 

*  by  procuring  for  them  more  favourable  conditions  than 
'  confifted  with  the  jufticeof  the  parliament  to  grant,  un- 

*  der  colour  of  quieting  the  fpirits  of  many  people,  and 

*  keeping  them  from  engaging  in  new  difturbances  to 

T  4  *  refcuc 
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*  refcue  themfelves  out  of  thofe  fears  which  many  who 
<  had  afted  for  the  King,  yet  lay  under;  tho',  at  the 

*  fame  time,  he  defigned  nothing,  as,  by  the  fuccefs, 

*  was  mod  manifeft,  but  to  advance  himfelf  by  all  man- 

*  ner  of  means,  and  to  betray  the  great  truft  which  the 

*  parliament  and  the  good  people  of  England  had  re- 
.  ,  y^j  y  '  pofed  in  him.  To  this  end  he  prefled  the  a6t  of  obli- 
p!  448.        *  vion  ((?),'     That  the  paffing  an  a£l  of  oblivion   in 

itfelf   was  right,    is  rrianifeft  from   the  conduct  of  all 
wife  princes  and  ftates  after  civil  commotions  j  that  it 
is  better,  on  all  thefe  occafions,  to  incline  to  mercy  than 
feverity,  cannot  well  be  called  in  queftion  I  think ;  and 
therefore  Mr.  Ludlow's  cenfurc  on  the  a£l  is  not,  per- 
haps, the  moft  juftly  founded.     That  Cromwell  prefled^ 
the  adl  is  probable.     It  became  him  as  a  good  politician, 
confidered  meerly  as  a  member  of  the  parliament :  as 
a  man  of  ambition  and  great  defigns,  it  was  wife  and 
well  judged  ;  nothing  fo  eaflly  procuring  friends  as  ge- 
nerofity  and  forgivenefs :  though  'tis  not  at  all  unlikely 
that  natural  temper  had  a  good  (hare  in  all  this  tranf- 
(/))  Sec       aSion.     For  he  was  naturally  humane  and  benevolent, 
vo^  i  p.'      ^^  appears  from  his  procuring  the  liberty  of  thofe  who 
765. '          were  imprifoned  on  account  of  Levis  plot  (/>)  j  by  his 
endeavouring  to  free  the  eftate  of  the  Countefs  of  kruri' 
dell  and  Surry  from  fequeftration,  and  from  his  ufuig  his 
power  for  the   obliging   fuch  as  flood  in  need  of  pro- 
tq)  Milton's  tedlion  and  affiftance,  which  was  fo  well  known,   that 
State  pa-      wc  find  the  Marchionefs  of  Ormonde  addreffing  herfelf 
P*."»  ^y       to   him  for  favour  (^),  though   her   lord  had   publicly 
ao!  86?       treated    his    charadter   but  Icurvily.     His    fentiments, 
with  refpc<^  to  the  manner  of  dealing  with  his  adver- 
faries,  cannot  be  fo  well  reprefented  as  by  a  letter  writ- 
ten to  his  {on  Henry  at  Dublin^  Nov.  21,   1655. 

'  1   do   believe  there  may  be  fome   particular  perfons, 

*  who  are  not  very  well  pleafed  with  the  prefent  condi- 

*  tion  of  things,  and  may  be  apt  to  (hew  their  difcon- 

*  tent,  as  they  have  opportuniry ;  but   this  fhould  not 

*  make  too  great  impreflions  on  you,     Tyme  and  pa- 

*  tience  may  worke  them  to  a  better  frame  of  fpirit, 

*  and  bring  them  to  fee  that,  which,  for  the  prefent, 

*  (eemes  to  be  hid  from  them ;  efpecially  if  they  {hall 

»  fee 
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vigation  (pp)  a<5t   to   increafc   their   wealth 
and  power. 

If 

*  fee  your  moderation  and  love  towards  them,  whilft 

*  they  are  found   in  other  ways   towards  you  ;  which 

*  I  earneftly  defire  you  to  ftudye  and  endeavour  all  that  ' 

*  lyes  in  you,  whereof  both  you  and  I  too  {hall  have 

'  the   comfort,  whatfoever  the  iflue  and  event  thereof ,  .  ^.    , 

*  be  (r).'     Thefe  feem  to  be  the  fentiments  of  a  hu-  y^i.  i.  p'    ' 
mane  heart,  and,  probably,  induced  him,  and  the  par-  715. 
liament  in  general,  to  give  eafe  and  reft  to  their  ene- 
mies by  the  a6t  here  fpoken  of,  fo  much  to  their  ho- 
nour. 

(pp)  The  navigation  aSi.'\  The  parliament,  from  its 
firft  fitting,  had  been  conftantly  engaged  in  great  af- 
fairs. But  they  fhewed  themfelves  equal  to  them, 
though  of  different  kinds.  We  have  feen  them  direft 
the  wars  in  which  they  were  engaged  with  wifdom  and 
prudence.  The  arts  of  peace  they  cultivated,  and  ftrove 
to  raife  the  nation  to  the  pinnacle  of  glory.  How  in- 
duftrious  they  were  their  journals  and  public  adts  yet 
remaining  abundantly  teflify.  We  may  from  them  con- 
clude, that  levees  were  neither  fo  frequent,  or  of  fo  long 
continuance,  as  in  other  periods  of  time  fince,  when 
the  important  bufinefs  of  the  nation  has  been  forced  to 
wait  till  the  minifter  has  been  at  leifure  to  give  his  at- 
tendance in  the  houfe. But  this  by  the  way.— — 

As  a  maritime  people,  trade  and  commerce  claim  the 
chief  attention  of  the  legiflature  of  Britain.  This  the 
parUament  were  fenfible  of,  and  therefore  pafled  the  acf^, 
jntitied,  '  Goods  from  foreign  parts,  by  whom  to  be 

*  imported,'  Ocloher  g^  1651.  The  preamble  is  fliort, 
but  exprefiive.  *  For  the  increafe  of  the  (hipping  and 
'  encouragement  of  the  navigation  of  this  nation, 
'  which,  under  the  good  providence  and  prote£lion  of 

*  God,  is  fo  great  a  means  of  the  welfare  and  fafety  of 

*  this  commonwealth.  Be  it  enabled,  i^c*  The  chief 
claufes  in  this  famous  a6l  are,  that  no  goods  fhall  be 
imported  from  JJia,  Afma^  or  America ^  but  in  Engljh 

ihips, 
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If  to  thefe  wc  add  the  projection  of  an 

union 

{hips,  under  the  penalty  of  forfeiture  of  the  faid  goods 

and   (hips : nor  from  any  part   of  Euro^'Sy    cjfcept 

in  fuch  veflels  as  belong  to  the  people  of  that  country, 
of  which  the    goods    are  the  growth   or   manufaSure, 

under  the  like  penalty  i that  no  falt-fifli,  whale-fin^, 

or  oil,  fliould  be  imported,  but  what  were  caught  or 
made  by  the  people  of  England i  nor  no  fait  fi(h  to  be 
exported,  or  carried  from  one  port  to  another  in  this 
nation,  but  in  Engiijh  veflels,  under  the  like  penalty  : 
but  commodities  from  the  L;vant  feas,  the  Eajh  Indies ^ 
the  ports  of  Spain  or  Portugal,  might  be  imported  from 
the  ufual  ports  or  places  of  trading  ufed  heretofore, 
though  the  faid  commodities  were  not  the  very  growth 
of  the  faid  places.  This  a6l  did  not  extend  to  bullion  or 
prize  goods,  nor  to  filk  or  filk  wares  brought  by  land  from 
Italy  to  Ojhnd,  Amjlerdam,  Newport,  Rotterdam,  Mid- 
dlfbwghy  provided  the  owners  and  proprietors,  beinj 
of  the  Englijlj  commonwealth,  firft  made  oath  by  them- 
fclves,  or  other  credible  witnefs,  that  the  goods  were 
,  «  1  1.  ^"ght  with  the  proceed  of  EnsUjh  commodities,  fold 
colicaious.  e»'hfr  for  money  or  m  barter  (i). 

.    Ludlow  tells  us,  that  Mr.  5/,  John  was  the  princtpa! 

inftrument  to  prevail  with  the  cou;icil  of  ftate  to  move 

(f)  Vol.  i.    the  parliament  to  pafs  this  zGt  (f).     If  fo,  bis  memory 

P»345-       ought  to  be  dear  to  Englijhmen -,  for  its  utility  was   fo 

apparent,  that,  with  fome   additions   and  explanations, 

.  Statutes  *^  ^^^  ^^^  fandion  of  the  three  eftates,  at  a  time  when 

li  Car.  IL*  men's  prejudices  were  at  the  height  againft  the  framers 

c.  i8,  19.    of  it  (u).     The  greateft  polfible  proof  of  its  excellency. 

andij.  c.    2^1     Q^^  indeed  cenfures  this  a^  in  the  fevereft  terms : 

he  fays,  *  it  was  the  fecond  ftep  to  the  French  grandeur 

*  by  fca  ;*  ■■    -and  obferves,  *  that  the  ratia  finalis,  or 

*  end  for  which  laws  are  made,  are  ufually  fet  down  in 
<  the  preamble   of  other  a6ls  of  parliament,    whereas 

*  there  is  nonis  ia  the  afl  of  navigation.     On  the  con- 

*  trary,'  continues   he,    'the  Rump  were  fo  hafty  ia 

*  making  this  ai^,  defigned  in  fpight  to  the  Dutch,  that 

*  the 
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*  the  title  of  it  is  abfurd  and  impofllble  ;  for  the  title  is, 

*  An  a(5t  for  encouraging  and  increafing  of  {hipping  and 
'  navigation.'     It  is  impoflible  to  encourage  any  inani- 

*  mated  body,  as  a  rump,  flock,  ftone,  dead  horfe,  afs, 

*  or  fhippifig :  its  true,  men  may  be  encouraged  to  in- 

*  creafe  (hipping  and   navigation,  but  then  it  muft  be 

*  (I  conceive)  by  one  of  thefe  ways  j  either  by  giving 

*  money  or  rewards  to  thofe  who  build  fhips ;  or,  by 
'  increafing  trade,  by  which  thefe  (hips  may  be  better 

*  employed  :  and  I  do  not  find  that  ever  the  Rump  gave 
'  one  groat  to  encourage  this  (hipping  and  navigation.' 
And,  after  a  great  deal  more  againft  it,  he  con- 
cludes, *  and  fure,  now  its  more  than  time  the  King  , 
'  and  parliament  would  loofe  the  nation  from  the  fet- 

*  ters  which  this   a6l  (made  in  hafte  and  fpight  againft 

*  the  Dutch,  by  a  company  of  ufurpers  and  regicides) 
'  hath  put  upon  it ;  not  only  to  our  lofs,  but  as  much 

*  to  the  benefit  of  the  French  as  well  as  the  Dutch :  and 

*  I  do  fay,  that  this  law  has  been  more  injurious  to  the 
'  Englljh  nation,  than  all  the  injuries  it  hath  received 

*  from  the  French  and  Dutch,  either  in  war  or  peace ; 

*  nor   will  it   be  poflible  for  the  nation  to  repair  the  W  Dctec- 

*  lofles  fuftained  by  it,  but  by  repealing  it  (*).'     All  this;-""',  jjll 
is  very  high  !  'tis  pleafant,  however,  to  obferve,  that  29. 

this  author  has  taken  the  title  of  the  a£l  as  new  model- 
led in  the  beginning  of  Charles  IPs  time,  to  Tngw  what 
an  abfurd,  ftupid  race  of  animals  thefe  ufurpers  and 
regicides  were.  Had  he  read  it,  as  given  by  the  par- 
liament, he  would  not  have  expofed  himfelf  as  he  has 
here  done.  Sir  yofiai  Child  is  an  authority  more  to  be 
regarded  in  matters  of  commerce  than  moft.  His  opi- 
nioh,  therefore,  I  fuppofe,  will  alone  be  fufficient  to 
(et  afide  Mr.  Coke's  cenfure.  '  The  adt  of  navigation,' 
fays  he,  *  though   it  have   fome   things   in  it  wanting,  \  p  c  ' 

*  amendment,  deferves  to  be  called  our  (Charta  A/a- to  bis  New" 

*  ritima)  (y).'     And  again,  '  for  my  own  part,   I  am  ofDifcourfe  of 

*  opinipn,    that,  \f\  relation   to  trade,  (hipping,  profit  7"^^^^',    ^ 

*  and  power,  it  is  one  of  the  choiceft  and  moft  pru-  isgj] 

*  dent  a6ts  that  ever   was  made  In  England,  and  with- 

*  out  which  we  had  not  now  been  owners  of  one  half 

«  of 
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UDion  (q^  with   Scotland^  and  the  fettle- 

ment 


of  the  {hipping,  nor  trade,   nor  employed  one  half  of 

the  feamen  which  we  do  at  prefent (z).* 

(qC2^)  The  projeiiion  of  an  union  with  Scotland,  j 
Tre  parliament  of  Englahd  being  defirous,  after  all 
thefe  fucceflesj  fays  LujUxv^  to  convince  even  their 
enemies,  that  their  principal  defign  was  to  procure? 
the  happinefs  and  profperity  of  all  that  were  under 
their  government,  fent  commiffioners  to  Scotland  to 
treat  concerning  an  union  of  that  nation  with  Eng- 
land in  one  commonwealth ;  directing  them  to  take 
care,  till  that  could  be  eftecled,  that  obedience  fliould 
be  given  to  the  authority  of  the  parliament  of  the 
commonwealth  of  England.  The  commiflioners  ap- 
pointed to  this  end  on  the  part  of  the  parliament, 
were  Sit  Henry  yamf  the  chief  juflice  5^  Johns,  Mr, 
Fe>w'iche.,  major  Salloivay^  major-general  Lambert, 
colonel  Titchborn,  major-general  Dean^  and  colonel 
Monk.  This  propofition  of  union  was  chearfully 
accepted  by  the  moll  judicious  among  the  ScAs,  who* 
well  underftood  how  great  a  condefcenfion  it  was  in 
the  parliament  of  England  to  permit  a  people  they 
had    conquered    to   have    a    part    in   the   legiflative 

power  (<?).' The  fame  author,  in   another  place, 

writes  as  follows  :  *  The  parliament  having  refolved 
upon  the  incorporation  of  Scotland  with  the  nation 
of  England  into  one  free  ftate  or  commonwealth, 
and  to  reimburfe  themfelvcs  feme  part  of  that  trea- 
fure  they  had  expended  in  their  own  defence  againft 
the  invafions  of  the  Scots,  declared  the  goods  and  lands, 
formerly  belonging  to  the  crown  of  Scotland,  to  be 
confifcated,  and  alfo  thofe  that  were  pofTefTed  by  fuch 
perlbns  as  had  affifted  in  the  invafion  of  England  by 
Duke  Hamiltony  in  the  year  1648,  or  had  appeared 
in  arms  fince,  under  the  King  of  Scots,  in  order  to 
fubvert  the  prefent  government ;  excepting  thofe  who,* 
fince  the  battle  of  Dunlar,  had  abandoned  the  faid 
King  of  ScotSj  and,  by  their  merits  and  fervices,  had 

'  ren- 
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merit  of  Ireland  before-mentioned  (both  of 


'V'fU 


which 


rendered  themfelves  worthy  of  favour.  That  all  fuch 
who  are  not  comprehended  under  the  faid  qualifica- 
tions, and  (hall  concur  with  them  in  their  juft  en- 
terprize,  (hall  receive  the  benefit  of  their  proteiftion, 
and  enjoy  their  liberties  and  goods  equally  with  the 
free  people  of  England.  In  purfuance  of  this  decla- 
ration of  the  parliament,  their  commiffioners  in  Scot- 
land  publiflied  another,  wherein  they  difcharge  from 
confifcation  all  merchants  and  tradefmen,  who  pof- 
fefs  not  in  land  or  goods  above  the  value  of  five 
hundred  pounds,  and  are  not  prifoners  of  war,  fol- 
dlers  of  fortune,  mofs  troopers,  or  fuch  as  have  kil- 
led or  committed  outrages  againft  the  Englijh  foldiers 
contrary  to  the  laws  and  cuftoms  of  war.  They  al- 
fo  emitted  a  proclamation,  abolifhing,  in  the  name 
of  the  parliament,  all  manner  of  authority  and  jurif- 
didtion,  derived  from  any  other  power  but  that  of 
the  commonwealth  of  England^  as  well  in  Scotland  as 
in  all  the  ifles  belonging  to  it.  After  this  they  funa  ■ 
mpned  the  counties,  cities  and  buroughs,  to  agree 
to  the  incorporation  before-mentioned ;  of  which 
eighteen  of  one  and  thirty  counties,  and  twenty- four 
of  fixty-fix  cities  and  boroughs,  confented  to  fend 
their  deputies  to  the  parliament  of  England^  moft  of 
the  reft  excufmg  themfelves  for  want  of  money  to 
defray  the  expences  of  their  reprefentatives  (/»).*  Let  ("J  V'ol.  i. 
us  now  hear  Dr.  Gmnble^  who  wrote  at  a  time  when  it  P*^'- 
was  no  way  fafhionable,  or,  perhaps,  fafe  to  fay  much 
in    praife   of  the  commonwealth. *  The    Engiijh 

*  pretended  commonwealth  having  reduced   the  whole 

*  nation  of  Scotland  and  Ireland,  they   having  a   great 
«  calm  of  peace  and   tranquility,  they  fell  upon  a  pro- 

*  je6l  (though  pra.Mifed  by  ufurpers,  and  men  who  had 

*  great  fears  becaufe  of  their  great  crimes,  and  of  much 

*  care  and  diligence,  becaufe  of  their  future  danger  to 

*  be  brought  to  condign  punifliment)  to  unite  al]  the 

*  three  nations  into  one  governm'snt,  «nd  to  jcneet  iu 

*  one 
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which  fo  much  contributed  to  the  welfare 

of 

*  one  pariiament,  a  work  which  they  did  efFeS  by  the 

*  prefent  advantages  of  conqueft,  and  by  a  pretended 

*  confent  of  feme  elected  deputies :  this  union  being  a 
'  work  which  King  "Jcmei^  of  bleffed  memory,  fet  on 

*  foot,  and  renewed  By^  our  gracious   fovereign  King 

*  Charlei  II.  (whom  God  dired  to  the  conclulion)  an 

*  affair  that  would  as  much  tend  to  the  peace  and  pu- 

*  blique  fecurity  of  all  the  three  nations,  as  any  other 

*  defigne  that  can  be  imagined  ;  but  thefe  men,  like  the 
'  children  of  this  world,  who  were  more  wife  in  their 
«  generation  than  the  children  of  light  and  truth,  who 

*  were  able  by  their  force  then  upon  thefe  conquered 
'  countries ;    for  fo   they   we're    then  in    appearance, 

*  though,  upon  unjuft  grounds,  they  compelled  them  to 

*  fend  members  to   the  parliament  of  England^  which 

*  not  a  little  advantaged   the  traffick  of  all,  which   is 

*  fince  prohibited,  but,  upon  a  renewed  union,  would 

*  be  confirmed  :  to  gain  this  point,  they  publiflied  an 
'  aft  of  oblivion,  to  forget  all  injuries,  and  forgive  all 

*  hoftilities ;  to  imitate  the  fubtil  eftate  of  Athem,  that 

*  firft  gave  the  precedent. To  this  end  commiiEoners 

*  from  the  pretended  parliament  were  fent  down  into 

*  Scotland,  amongft  whom  was  general  Monk  (without 

*  whofc  interpofing  little  good  was  to  be  done  in  Scot' 

*  land)  and  though  St.  'John,  Vane  and  Sallowajy  with 

*  others,    could  talk  more,  yet  none  could  perfwade 

*  that  nation  fo  much  as  he,  who  (though  they  looked 

*  upon  him  in  the  times  of  hofli!ity  as  a  fevere  ene- 

*  my)  yet  they  trufted  him  in  this  bufinefs  more  than 

*  all  the  reft,  and,  upon  giving  them  hopes  of  better 

*  days,    fubmitted  to  the  prefent  neceffities. Upon 

*  the  fettling  all  things  there,  according  to  the  will  and 
(f)  Life  of  '  pleafure  of  their  mafters  in  England,  they  returned. 

Monk,  p.    «  and  general  Monk  with  them  (f)/ On  examina- 

Lon(f/i67T.  **°"  ^^  '^  Journals,  and  Mr.   f^bitlocFs   Memorials, 

who  had  a  great  hand  in  bringing  the  union  with  Scot- 
land to  a  head,  it  aj^ars  that  Ludhui's  account  is,  in 

the 
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of  the  Englijh  nation)    the  new  modelling 

the 


the  main,  pretty  exaft  id).    However,  the  parliament 
had  not  the  honour  of  finilhing  this  affair.     It  was  re-  journ?kof 
ferved  for  Cromwell^  who,  by  an  a£t,  pafTed  Airll  12,  Oftcbcr  8. 
1654,  intitied,  *  Scotland  made  one  commonweahh  with  ^^'  ^^^  ^9. 
^^ England^*  fully  accomphflied   it.     In  the  preamble  of*  ^*" 
tJSis  ad  the  proceedings  of  the  commonwealth  are  brief- 
ly recited,  and  it  is  declared,  that  Scotland  and  its  depen- 
dencies   fhall   be    incorporated   with  England,    and    in 
every  parliament,   to  be  held  fucceffively,  thirty  perfons 
Ihall  be   called   from,  and  ferve  for  Scotland.     By  this 
ad   kingftiip  was  aboli(hed  there;   the  arms  of  Scotland 
.were  to  be  borne  with  the  arms  of  the  Englijh  common- 
wealth ;  fervitude  and  vaflalage  taken  away.     Superio- 
rities, lordlhips,  and  jurifdidlions  aboliflied,  and  the  he- 
ritors freed  from  all  military  fervice,  and  all  forfeitures  [e]  fcobel's 
fall  to  the  lord  protedor  for  the  time  being  [e).     Thefc,  •°^'*^'°"** 
with  many  other  things,  were  enaded,  tending  to  de- 
ftroy  the  tyranny  and  power  of  the  great  men  in  that 
kingdom,  and  render  the  people  more  eafy  and  happy. 
Mr.   Dalrymple,    fpeaking    of  the   jurifdidions  of   the 
Scotch,  fay?,  '  Crcmwell  had  enough  of  the  monarch  to 

*  fee  how  inconfiftent  thefc  private  jurifdidions  were, 
'  either  with  the  intereft  of  the  fupream  power,  or  the 

*  fafefy  of  the  people  ;  but  he  had  too  much  of  the  ty- 

*  rant,  to  think  of  making  any  reparation   to  the  pri- 

*  vate  proprietors,  from  whom  he  took  their  jurifdic-  (y)  Hlflory 

*  tions,  but  to  whom  he  gave  nothing  in  return  (/"■.'  "<"  Feudal 
What  the  wifdora  of  monarchs  has  been  hiftory  will  ^'^''P^'^y' 
beft  determine;  how  much  of  the  tyrant  appeared  in  Lond.1737! 
taking  away  thefe  jurifdidions  is  not  fo  very  certain.     ' 
That  they  were  inconfiftent  with  the  fupream  power, 

or  the  fafety  of  the  people,  were  reafons  abundant  for 
their  abolition.  For  no  private  intereft  ought  ever  to  be 
regarded  that  ftands  in  competition  with  thefe.  That 
he  gave  nothing  to  the  private  proprietors  might  be,  be- 
ca'ufe  they  merited  nothing  from  his  hands.  They  had, 
almoft  all  of  them.  Cavaliers  and  Prefbyterians,  oppofed 

the 
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the    rcprefentation  in  parliament  (rr),    c^ 

the 


the  Englijh  government ;  they  had  invaded  the  Englijh 
territories,  and  put  the  government  to  great  charges,  and 
were  known,  moft  of  them,  to  be  ftill,  in  their  hearts, 
addifted  to  the  race,  from  whom,  and  for  whom,  they 
had  fufFered  fo  much.  Could  thefe  men  then  expert 
any  favour,  any  reward  from  his  hands  ?  That  the 
jurifdiflions  were  in  the  hands  of  enemies,  and  fup- 
ported  their  power,  had  been  caufe  fufficient  to  wreft 
thefe  from  them.  So  that,  by  this  learned  gentleman's 
leave,  tyranny  is  not  to  be  imputed  to  Cromicell  on  this 
account,  but  his  policy,  and,  indeed,  humanity,  ought 
to  be  applauded,  who  difarmed  a  fet  of  petty  tyrants, 
and  gave  freedom  to  thofe  who  had  groaned  long  under 
vailalage  and  chains. 

(rr)  Netv  modelling  the  reprrfentaiion  in  parliament. '^ 
At  what  time  the  commons  began  to  have  reprefenta- 
tives  in  parliament  is  none  of  my  bufinefs  to  enquire. 
Thofe  who  defire  information  muft  confult  our  hifto- 
rians  and  antiquaries,  efpecially  Prynne^  and  Petyty  men 
of  vaft  diligence  and  erudition.  Suffice  it  here  to  fay, 
that  in  the  time  of  Henry  the  third  they  were  pofleffed 

of  it. The  advantages  of  this  reprefentation  are  well 

known.  The  houfe  of  commons  has  frequently  afferted 
the  liberties  of  the  nation,  framed  good  laws,  brought 
to  punifliment  bad  minifters,  and  hindered  the  intro- 
du£tion  of  defpotifm,  to  which  fome  of  our  princes 
have  been  but  too  much  inclined.  It  has  been  the  aim 
therefore  of  thefe  to  influence  the  electors  in  their  choice 
of  members,  and  to  bribe,  to  flatter,  to  menace,  and 
terrify  them  when  chofcn,  from  adhering  to  the  inte- 
refts  of  their  country  and  conflituents.  The  fmall  bo- 
roughs being  moft  eafily  led  by  the  agents  of  princes 
and  their  mifufters,  were  from  time  to  time  privileged 
with  the  choice  of  members,  efpecially  if  in  any  good 
degree  dependant  on  the  crown,  whereby  it  came  to 
pafs  that  the  majority  was  generally  under  court  influ- 
ence, and  direfted  by  tire  will  of  the  fovcreign,  or  his 

fa- 
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the  people  of  the   kingdom  of  England,  fo 

much 


favourite  for  the  time  being.  This  was  an  inconveni- 
ence which  had  Jong  been  felt,  but  was  almoft  im- 
poffible  to  be  remedied  in  the  common  courfe  of  things. 
But  when  the  conftitution  was  broken,  when  the  power 
of  the  crown  and  of  the  lords  was  aboliflied,  and  there 
was  a  neceffity  for  great  alteration  in  the  frame  of  the 
government,  one  of  the  firft  things  that  was  propofed 
to  the  confideration  of  the  parliament  of  the  common- 
wealth of  ^'w^/flwi  wasamoreequal  reprefentative.'  This 
was  contained  in  a  '  Petition  frofri  his  excellency  Tho- 
mas Lord  Fairfax,  and  -the  general  councel  of  officers  of 
the  army,  to  the  honourable  the  commons  in  parliament 
aflembled,  concerning  the  draught  of  art  agreement  of 
the  people  for  a  fecure  and  prefent  peace,  by  them 
framed  and  prepared,'  prefented- y^ywcary  20,  1649, 
N.  S.  The  agreement  was  offered  to  the  confidera- 
tion of  the  houfe  firft,  and  then  to  every  man  without 
doors,  to  fubfcribe  it,  to  whofe  judgment  it  was  agree- 
able.    In  this  they  fay — *  Since  our  former  oppreflions, 

*  and  not  yet  ended  troubles,    have    been  occafioned, 

*  either  by  want  of  frequent  national  meetings  in  coun- 

*  eel,  or  by  the  undue  or  unequal  conftitution  thereof, 

*  or  by  rendring  thefe  meetings  unefteilual  :    we  are 

*  fully  refolved,  God   willing,  to  provide,- that  hcreaf- 
'  ter  our  reprdfentatives  be  neither  -left"  to  an  uncertainty 

*  for  time,  nor  be  unequally  confetuted,  nor  madeiift-r 

*  lefs  to  the  ends  for  which' they  are  intended.  •  In  order 

*  whereunto  we  declare  and  agree,     •  '  ' 

*  1.  That  to  prevent  the  many  inconveniences,- aji- 

*  parently  arifing  from  the  lohg  continuance  of  the  fame 

*  perfons  in  fupream  authority,  this  prefent  parliament 

*  end  and  difl"jlve  upon,  or  before  the  latt  day  oi  Jprfl, 

*  1649. 

*  2.  That  the  people  of  England  (being  at  this  day 

*  very  unequally    difiributed,    by  counties,  cities,  and 
'  burroughs,  for   the  ele(5tion   of  their  reprefentatives) 

*  be  indifferently  proportioned,  and  to  this  end,  that  the 
•■'  U  *  repre- 
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much    needed   and   approved,    though  left 

unfi- 


*  reprefentative  of  the  whole  nation  {hall  confift  of 
«  four  hundred    perfons,  or  not  above ;    and   in   each 

*  county,  and  the  places  hereto  fubjoined,  there  fhall 
'  be  chofen,  to  make  up  the  faid  reprefentative  at  all 

*  times,  thefeveral  members  here  mentioned.' Then 

follows  the  number  of  each  county,  with  the  bur- 
roughs, towns  and  pariflies  therein,  except  fuch  as 
were  under  particularly  named. 

It  is  obfervable  that  in  the  fcheme  for  a  new  repre- 
fentative, the  little  burroughs  were  wholly  deprived  of 
the  liberty  of  fending  members,  any  otherwife  than  as 
they  had  votes  in  common  for  the  county,  though  fome 
of  the  opulent  towns  and  cities  had  the  priviledges  of 
fending  one  or  more  according  to  the  number  and  riches 
of  the  inhabitants.  Thus  for  ii. fiance,  the  county  of 
Cornwall^  with  the  boroughs,  towns,  and  pariflies  there- 
in, were  to  fend  eight ;  the  county  of  Devon  with  the 
boroughs,  towns  and  pariflies  were  to  have  twelve,  be- 
fides  Exeter,  which  were  to  chufe  two,  Plymouth  two, 
and  Baryijialie  one.  JVilts,  including  one  for  Salijhuryy 
eight  J  the  Cinque  Ports  three,  ^c.  But  on  the  con- 
trary, the  county  of  Middle/ex  were  to  chufe  four  ;  the 
city  of  London  eight,  the  city  of  IVeJiminjUr  and  the 
duichy  two,  befides  Southwark-,  which  had  two  allotted 
for  it  Jikewife.  Many  rules  relating  to  the  choice  and 
regulation  of  the  reprefentative  were  recommended,  as 

*  That  of  courfe   it  fliould  be  chofen  every  two  years; 

*  that  no  member  of  any  councel  of  ftate,  nor  any  of- 
'  ficer  of  any  falary,  forces   in   the  army,  or  garrifon, 

*  nor  any   treafurer  or    receiver  of    publique  money?, 

*  ftiall,  while  fuch,  be  eleded    to  be  of  a  reprefenta- 

*  tive  ;  that  one  hundred  and  fifty  members  be  always 

*  prefent  at  each  fitting  of  the  reprefentative  at  the  paf- 

*  fmg  of  any  law,  or  palling  any  a<Sl,  whereby  the  peo- 

*  pie  are  to  be  bound  j  that  in  each    interval  betwixt 

*  biennial  rcprefentatives,  the  councel   of  ftate   (which 

*  was  to  be  chofen  by  parliament,  and  to  continue  till 

*  the 
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unfinifhed   by  them  -,  their   attempts   to   re- 
form 


*  the  tenth  day   after  the   meeting  of  the  next  repre- 

*  fentative  for  the  management  of  pubhque  afFairs)  in 

*  cafe  of  imminent  danger  or  great  necedity,  may  fum- 
'  mon  a  reprefentative  to   be  forthwith  chofen   and  to 

*  meet ;  fo  as  the  feffion  thereof  continue  not  above 
'  fourfcore  days,  and  fo  as  it  difToIve  at  leaft  fifty  days 

*  before  the  appointed  time  for  the  next  biennial  repre- 

*  Tentative . With  regard  to  the  power  given  to  the 

*  reprefentative,  it  was   declared   that  though    the  fu- 

*  pream  truft  was  to  be  inverted  with  them  for  the  pre- 

*  fervation  and  government  of  the  whole,  yet  many 
'  things  ought  not  to  be  left  in  their  power :  particularly 
'  preffing  men  to  fervc  in  war  either  abroad  or  at  home, 

*  unlefs  in  the  way  of  training  and  exercifing  them  in 
'  order  to   repel   fbreign    invafions,    or  quell   intcftine 

*  commotions;    invalidating   fecurities    given  or  to    be 

*  given  on  the  publique  faith ;  exempting  any  perfons 

*  from  fubje6lion  to  the  laws,  or  giving  judgment  on 

*  any  man's  perfon  or  eftate,  where  no  law  hath  before 
'  provided.'  It  was  alfo  added,  '  l^hat  no  reprefen- 
'  tative  may  in  any   wife  render  up,  or  give,  or  take 

*  away  aijy  the   foundations  of  common  right,  liberty 

*  and  fafety  contained  in  the  agreement ;  nor  level  mens 
.  *  eftates,  deftroy  propriety,    or  make  all   things  com- 

*  mon:  and   that   in    all  matters  of  fuch    fundamental 

*  concernment,     there   fhal!   be  a  liberty  to  particular 

*  members  of  the  fatd  reprefentatives  to  enter  their  dif- 
'  fents  from  the  major  voice.' With  refpe6l  to  re- 
ligion, they  defired,  *  That  the  chriftian    religion  bs 

*  held  forth  and  recommended  as  the  publick  profeflioii 

*  in  the  nation;  that  publick  teachers  might  be  m.ain- 

*  tained  by  the  reprefentatives  out  of  the  publick   trea- 

*  fury,  not   by  tythes,  provided  that  popery  or  prelacy 

*  be  not  held  forth  as  the  publick  way  or  profeflion   in 

*  this  nation.     It  was  moreover  added,  that  to  the  pub- 

*  lick    profeflion  fo  held   forth,  none  be  compelled    by 

*  penalties  or  otherwife  j  and. that  fuch  as  profcfs  faith 

U    2  '  *!« 
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form   the  abufes  of  the  law,  and  their  en- 
acting 


(g-j  Petition, 
&c.4to.  Lon- 
don printed 
for  John 
Partridge, 
SiC.  1 649' 


'  in  God  by  Jefus  Chrift,  (however  difFering  in  judgr 

*  ment  from  the  do6lrine,  difcipline  or  worfliip  publick- 
«  ly  held  forth)  (hall  not  be  reftrained  from,  but  (hall 
'  be  protefled  in  the  profeffion  of  their  faith,  and  ex- 

*  ercife  of  their  religion  according  to  their  confciences 

*  in  any  place  (except  the  places  fet  apart  for  the  pub- 
'  lick  worfhip,  which  without  leavfc  they  were  not   to 

*  make  ufe  of)  fo  as  they  abufe  not  this  liberty  to  the 
'  civil  injury  of  others,  or  to  the  adtual  difturbance  of 
'  the  publick  peace  (g).'  The  officers  who  prefented 
this  petition  and  agreement  were  thanked  by  the  Speaker 
in  the  name  of  the  houfe,  and  told  withall  thatitftiould 
be  taken  into  confideration  with  all  convenient  fpeed. 
It  was  at  the  fame  time  ordered  by  them  to  be  printed. 
According  to  their  promife,  the  houfe  fell  very  ferioufly 
to  confider  this  propofal  for  a  new  reprefentative.  A 
committee  was  appointed.  May  15  following,  for  this 
purpofe ;  and  on  the  9th  of  January,  1649,  O.  S.  Sir 
Henry  Vane  junior  reported  from  the  committee  their 
proceedings,  and  their  votes,  as  heads,  to  be  the  grounds 
of  the  debate  of  the  houfe.  Thefc  contained  the  num- 
bers each  county  were  to  fend  to  parliament,  formed  on 
the  plan  in  the  agreement  of  the  people,  though  in 
many  inflances  differing  from  it,  but  yet  proportioned 
in  iuch  a  mannner  as  to  be  apparently  for   the  public 

(i)  See  Jour-  good,  and  preferable  to  what  had  before  been  made 
lulof  Jan.  9,  ufe  of  {h).  In  confequence  of  this  report,  it  was  re- 
1649.  And  fQjvej  by  the  parliament,  that  the  number  of  perfons, 
taryHiftory,  that  fhall  he  ele£led  for  the  commonwealth,  to  fit  and 
xix.  p.  ferve  in  parliament  for  this  nation,  as  members  thereof, 
{hall  not  exceed  four  hundred.  The  committee  had  re- 
folved  alfo,  that  the  pleafure  of  the  houfe  fhould  be 
known  whether  there  fliould  be  a  particular  diftribution 
of  the  faid  proportions  upon  feveral  places  within  each, 
refpedive  county.  And  moreover,  that  the  right  of 
ele£ling  and  fending  of  members  to  parliament  for  ever,  • 
according  to  the  faid  proportions  refpe6lively  be  granted 

and 
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and  confirmed  by  a£l  of  the  then  parliament.  That  in 
the  faid  a£t  there  be  prefented  the  manner  how  the  faid 
ele<^ions  fhall  be  made,  together  vfrith  the  qualifications 
of  the  ele£lors  and  elected,  with  fome  other  heads  to 
ftrengthen  and  confirm  thefe  new  regulations.  But  only 
the  number  to  ferve  in  parliament  was  now  determined, 
and  the  remainder  of  the  report  was  referred  to  a  grand 
committee  of  the  houfe,  to  take  into  confideration  the 
feveral  heads  reported,  according  to  the  number  of  four 
hundred ;  and  upon  their  debate,  to  prepare  a  bill,  to 
be  prefented  to  the  houfe.  Accordingly  we  find  in  the 
journals  that  on  every  Wednefday  following,  till  the  dif- 
ferences with  Scotland  broke  out  into  a  war,  the  houfe 
in  a  grand  committee  fat  and  debated  on  this  important 
fubjed,  and  had  not  entirely  finifhed  it,  when  a  period 
was  put  to  their  fitting  in  the  manner  we  fhall  foon'fee. 

It  is  not  to  be  doubted,  had  the  parliament  finifhed 

their  plan,  it  would  have  been  truly  excellent.  As  it 
is,  it  appears  capable  of  being  rendered  greatly  ufeful, 
when-ever  a  fet  of  men  of  wifdom  and  fortitude  fhall 
arife  to  carry  it  into  execution.  That  this  is  not  too 
high  an  encomium  on  the  parliament's  fcheme  for  a 
new  reprefentation,  will  appear  from  that  part  of  the 
inftrument  of  government  fubfcribed  by  Cromwell^  on 
his  alTuming  the  protectorate,  relating  to  the  fummon- 
ing  and  electing  of  parliaments ;  which  I  am  perfuad- 
ed  was  framed  by  the  grand  committee  above-mention- 
ed, though  the  houfe  had  not  time  to  pafs  it  into  a 
law.     It  is  too  long  to  be  given  here,  but  the  curious  (0  P-  572. 

may  find  it  mWhitlock  (/),  and  without  doubt  will  wifh  l^'^T^f- 
c      ■  -1        T-L  /-I  n-       •  found  alfo  in 

fonts  revival.      I  he  rotten  part  of  the  conltitution,  as  other  wri- 

I  think    Burnet  fomewhere   calls   our  fmall    boroughs,  ters. 
would  then  be  incapable  by  their  venality  and  corrup- 
tion, of  doing  the  mifchief  they  fometimes  have  done, 
to  themfelves,  their  reprefentatives,  and   the  public. — > 

*  Among  the  alterations  requifite  to  be  made  on  the 
'  Briti/h  government,  in   order  to  bring  it  to  the  moft 

*  perfedl:  model  of  limited  monarchy,  fays  Mr.  Hume^ 

*  the   plan  of  the    republican   parliament  ought   to  be 

*  reftored   by  making  the  reprefentation  equal,  and  by 

*  allowing  none  to  vote  in  the  county  eledions,  who 

U  3  '  pof- 
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a<fting  all  law  (ss)  proceedings  to  be  in  the 

Englifi 


[k)  Political  '  poflefs  HQt  an  hundred  a  year  [k].*  This  reftridtion 
Eilays,  p.  appears  not  at  all  to  have  entered  into  the  thoughts  of 
idin  b^"^°  parliament.  An  eftate  real  or  perfonal  of  two  hun- 
j^-^z,'  dred  pounds  in  value,  was  the  qualification  for  an 
ele6lor,  in  the  inftrument  of  government  above  men- 
tioned, 

(ss)  Their  attempts  to  reform  the  law,  and  enaSiing  all 
law  proceedings  to  ke  in  /Z>^  Englifli  tongue.']  The  tedi- 
oufnefs  and  expcnfivenefs  of  law  proceedings  have  long 
been  the  fubjecl  of  complaint,  as  well  as  that  glorious 
^  uncertainty  of  the  law,  which  has  been  often  boafted  of 
with  high-glee  by  Jome  of  its  profefTors.  It  is  not  to 
be  doubted  but  the  flow  and  prolix  procefs  of  the  law 
fometimes  preferves  the  unwary  or  unfkilful  from  being 
furprized,  and  affords  the  fairer  opportunity  to  bring 
truth  to  light,  or  give  relief  to  the  cpprelTed  :  but  whe- 
ther thefe  advantages  are  not  outweighed  by  the  vexa- 
tion, trouble  and  expence  necelfarily  incurred  thereby,* 
thofe  who  have  been  fo  unhappy  as  to  be  engaged  in  it, 

can  befl  determine. As  early  as  the  year  1646,  the 

parliament  was  addrefl'ed  on  this  fubjeft,  in  the  follow- 
ing  words :  '  Yee  know,  the  laws  of  this  nation  are 

*  unworthy  a  free  people,    and  deferve   from   firft   to 

*  laft,  to  be  confidered,  and  ferioufly  debated,  and  rtf- 
'  duced  to  an  agreement  with  common  equity,  and 
*■  right  reafon,  which  ought  to  be  the  form  and  life  of 

*  every  government.     Magna  Chorta  itfelf  being  but  a 

*  beggarly  thing,  containing  many  marks  of  intollera- 

*  b!e  bondage,  and  the  laws  that  have  been  made  fmce 

*  by  parliaments,  have  in  very  many  particulars  made 
'  our  government  much  more  oppreflive  and1ntol!era- 
^  bie.  The  Noiman  way  for  ending  of  controverfies,  v/as 

*  much  more  abufive  than  the  Englifo  way,  yet  the  Con- 

*  queror,  contrary   to  his  oath,  introduced  the  iVorwcTK 

*  laws,  and  his  litigious  and  vexatious  way  amongft  us; 

*  the  like    he   did  alfo  for   putiifhment  of  malefacl.  rs, 

*  controverfies  of  all  natures  having  before  a   quick 

'  and 
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Englijh  tongue  J  their-  feeking  out,  employ- 

insr 

<  and  final  difpatch  'in  every  hundred.  He  erected  a 
'  trade  of  judges  and  lawyers,  to  fell  juftice  and  in- 

*  juftice  at  his  own   unconfcionable  rate,  and  in  what 

<  time  he  pleafed  ;    the  corruption   whereof  is  yet  re- 

*  maining  upon  us,  to  our  continual  impoverifhing  and 
'  moleftation  j  from  which  we  thought  you  (hould  have 

'  delivered  us  *.' In  the   copy  of  a   very  valuable 

manufcript  paper,  formerly  belonging  to  colonel  Saun- 
ders of  DerbyJJoire,  colonel  of  a  regiment  of  horfe,  writ- 
ten about  the  end  of  the  year  1647  ;  among  many  other 
excellent  propofals  for  the  eftabliihment  of  a  firm  and 
prefent  peace,  is  the  following..    *  That  the  huge  vo- 

*  lumes  of  ftatute  laws  and  ordinances,  with  the  penal- 

*  ties  therein  impofed,  as  well  corporal  as  pecuniary, 
'  be  well  revifed ;  and  fuch  only  left  in  force,  as  fhall 

*  be  found  fit  for  the  commonwealth,  efpecially  that 
'  mens   lives  be  more  precious  than  formerlv,  and  that 

*  lefl'er  punifhments  than  death,  and  more  ufeful  to  the 
'  publick  be  found  out  for  fmaller  offences  :  That  all 
'  laws,  writ"',  commiflion-,  pleadings,  and    records   be 

*  in    the  Englijh   tongue  ;    and  that  proceedings  be  re- 

*  duced  to  a  more  certain  charge,  and   a  more  expedi- 

*  tious  way  than  formerly  :   That  no  fees  at  all  be  exaHed 

*  of  the  people   in   courts   of  jijiice ;  but  that  the  publick 

*  Tninijiers  of  fiat  e  he   ivholly  maintained  cut  of  the  pub- 

*  lick   treafury.' In  the  petition  of  the  lord  general 

and  officers  mentioned  in  the  preceeding  note,  we  find 
among  other  things  noticed,  as  worthy  to  be  provided 
for   by  parliament,    *  The   removing   or  reforming  of 

*  evils  or  inconveniences  in  the    prefent  laws,  and  ad- 

*  ininiftrations  thereof,  the  redrefle  of  abul'es,  and  fup- 

*  plying  of  defeats  therein,  the  putting  of  all  the  laws 

*  and  proceedings  thereof  into  the  Englijh  tongue,  the 

*  reducing  of  the  courfe  of  law  to  more  brevity  and  lefs 

*  Remonflrancs  of  many  thoufand  citizens  anfl  other  freeborn  pe^-  le 
of  England  to  their  own  houfe  of  commons,  occafioneJ  by  the  imp.iU  n-^ 
nientof  John  Lilburn,  4to.  witho.it  name  or  place. 

U  4  *  char2:e. 
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ing  and  rewarding  the  beft   pens  for  writ- 
ing 

ID  p  a.      *  charge  (/).'     Thefe  perfons  feem  not  to   have  con- 
curred in  judgment  with  Lord  Qke^  who  tells  us,  *  The 

*  law  is  the  perfection  of  reafon  j'  '  That  the  law  is 
'  nothing  elfe  but  reafon  j  and  that   if  all    the  reafon 

*  that  is  difperfed  into  fo  many  feveral  heads  were  united 
''  ■   *  into  one,  yet   could  he  not  make  fuch  a  law  as  the 

*  law  of   England  is,    becaufe  by  many  fucceffion  of 
'       *  ages  it  hath  been  fined  and  refined  by  an  infinite  num- 

*  ber  of  grave  and   learned  men,  and   by  long  experi- 
'  ence  grown  to  fuch  a  perfedlion,  for  the  government 

*  of  this  realm,  as  the  old  rule  may  be  truly  verified  of 

*  it,  Neminem  oportet  ejfe  fapientlorem  legibus  :  No  man 
(w)On  Lit-  *  ^out  of  his  own  private  reafon)  ought  to  be  wiftr  than 

gS.Xdit.  '  *^^  ^^^''  ^'^'*^^  '^  ^^=  perfeaion  of  reafon  (w).' 
'However  this  may  be,  the  parliament  being  urged  by 
feeming  confiderations  of  public  utility,  on  ^January  20, 
1 65 1,  appointed  *  A  committee  to  take  ii.to  confide- 
'  ration  what  inconveniences  were  in  the  law,  how  the 
'  mifchief  that  grows  from  delays,  the  chargeablenefs 

*  and   irregularities    in  the  proceedings  of  the  law  may 

*  be  prevented,  and  the  fpeedieft  way  to  prevent   the 

*  fame.'  No  great  matters  however  followed  from  this 
conMnittee,  by  reafon  of  the  hurry  of  the  times,  and 
the  oppofition  of  the  lawyers,  who  were  full  of  Lord 
Coke's  opinion  concerning  the  perfection  of  the  laws  of 
England,  as  gentlemen  of  that  profeffion,  for  the  moft 
part,  will  always  be ;  for  as  they  then  and  now  ftand, 
they  are  the  means  of  procuring  preferments,  titles,  aid 
minifterial  eftates.  Can  we  wonder  then  they  have  vin- 
dicators,   admirers  and    applauders  ? A  little  before 

the  parliament  pafied  an  ad:,  *  That  all  the  books  of  the 

*  law  fliould   be  put  into  E^gVtJh  j  and   that  all  writs, 

*  procefs,    and  returns  thereof,  and  all  patents,   com- 

*  miffions,  indif^ments,    judgments,    records,    and    all 

*  rules  and  proceedings  in  courts  of  juftice  fliould  be  in 
^  the  Englijh  tongue.     It  was   moreover  enaded,  that 

*  they  {hould  be  written  in  aij  ordinary,  ufual  and  legi- 

*  ble 
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ing  (tt)  in  behalf  of  liberty,  civil  and  re- 
ligious J 

*  ble  hand   and  chara£^er,  and  not  in  any  hand  com- 

*  monly  called  court  hi-nd.'  This  adt  does  great  ho- 
nor to  the  parliament,  and  is  an  argument  of  their 
good  fenfe,  and  concern  for  the  welfare  of  the  peo- 
ple. It  is  amazing  fo  good  a  law  (hould  not  have  been 
continued  by  proper  authority  after  the  reftoration  1 
But  it  was  generally  a  fufEcient  reafon  then  to  dlfufe  n 
thing,  though  ever  fo  good  in  itfelf,  that  it  had  been 
enacted  by  an  ufurped  power.  Of  fuch  fatal  confe- 
quences  are  prejudices !  But  thanks  be  to  God  !  we 
have  feen  the  time  when  this  moft  excellent  ordinance 
has  been  again   revived,  and  received   the  fanction  of 

the  whole  legiflature. It  has  indeed  been  queftion- 

ed,  *  Whether  a  noble  dead  language,  which  has  fuf- 

*  fered  no  variation  in  it  for  above  thefe  thoufand  years 

'  laft  paft,  is  not  better  to  preferve  records  in   than  (o  („)  pariia- 

*  flux  a  one  as  Englijh  («).' For  my   own   part,  1  mentary 

(hould  think  not:  unlefs  the  uncertain  good  of  very  ^^^'^''y' 3^^' 
diftant  pofterity,  is  to  be  preferred  to  our  own  prefent  '^'^^^ 
real  advantage,  which  I  imagine  few  will  fay. But 

to  go  on — '  How  much  were  it  to  be  wifhed,  that   a 

*  committee   of  wife   and  prudent  perfons  were  once 

*  more  employed  to  revife,  amend  and  abridge  our  laws  ! 

*  That  we  might  know  ourfelves  how  to  a(5^,  and  not 

*  be  neceffitated  to  make  ufe  of  thofe,  who  (we  are  (en- 

*  fible)  live  on  our  fpoils. — But  much  is   it  to  be  feared, 

*  that  our  adverfaries  will  be  too  hard  for  us,  and  that 
»  we  (hall  be  obliged,  for  a  time  at  leaft,  to  fubmit  to 

*  their  yoke.  But  whenever  the  fpirit  of  true  patrio- 
<  tifm  (hall  generally  poiTefs  the  minds  of  our  fenators, 
'  I  doubt  not,  but  they  will  apply  themfelves  to  our  de-r 

'  liverance  in  good  earneft,  and  bring  it  to  perfection,  (o)  HiflorU 
'  (as  it  was  long  ago  done  in  Dtnmark,  and  more  lately  *^?'  andCri- 

*  in  Prujfia)  inafmuch  as  the  happinefs  of  the  comma- Jo'j.^nt^of' 

*  nity  abfolutely  depends  thereon  (o).'  HughPe-    v 
(tt)  Their  Jeeking  out,  and  rewarding  the  bfji  pens,^'-''^>  "°^^    , 

&C.3     There  have   been  few  governnients  deftitute  oih'J^^l^u 
I  wri- 
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ligiousi  the  application  of  the  large  church 

reve- 


writcrs  to  defend  and  applaud  their  meafures.  For,  to 
the  difgrace  of  letters,  venal  pens  in  all  ages  have  been  in 
plenty.  Hence  it  has  come  to  pafs  that  panegyrics  have 
been  made  on  the  v/orft  meafures  and  adminiftrations, 
even  by  men  who,  in  their  hearts,  defpifed  them.  It 
is  no  way  furprizing  therefore  that  the  parliament  Ihould 
have  had  writers  on  their  fide :  their  power  2nd  wealth 
would  account  for  this.  But  that  they  fhould  have 
fearched  out  and  found  men  of  real  abilities  to  undertake 
their  caufe,  and  do  juftice  to  their  anions,  muft  have 
arofe  only  from  their  own  judgment  and  liberality. 
The  works  of  Milton  are  well  known.     They  are  an 

honor  to  himfelf,  his  caufe  and  his  employers. 

'  The  Tenure  of  Kings  and  Magijlratei^  was  written  to 
prove,  '  That  it  is  lawful,  and  hath  been  held  fo 
through  all  ages,  for  any,  who  have  the  power,  to  call 
to  account  a  tyrant,  or  wicked  King,  and  after  due 
convidion  to  depofe,  and  put  him  to  death  ;  if  the  or- 
dinary magiftrate  have  neglefled,  or  denied  to  do  it.' — 
In  a  noble  ilrain  it  is  here  faid,  *  None  can  love  free- 

*  dom  heartily,  but  good  men ;  the  reft  love  not  free- 

*  dom,  but  licence ;  which  never  hath  more  fcope,  or 
'  more  indulgence  than  under  tyrants.'  His  Icono- 
clafles  was  undertaken  in  the  behalf  of  liberty  and 
the  commonwealth,  as  was  his  anfwer  to  Salmafius  alfo, 
by  the  appointment,  as  he  fays,  and  not  without  the 
approbation  of  the  civil  power  {p).  The  parliament 
rewarded  him  with  a  thoufand  pound  for  this  laft  per- 
formance, and  made  him  their  Latin  fecretary,  by  which 
they  obtained  a  never-dying  fame.  For  his  ftate  letters 
"written  in  that  language,  exceed  beyond  comparifon  any 
thing  of  that  kind  extant.  We  are  not  to  wonder 
therefore  that  AJilton's    reputation  was    high  both    at 

f^)  Richard-  home  and  abroad  ;  or  that  he  was  vifited  and  invited  by 

fon'$  Life  of  foreign -ambafladors   at  London^  not  excepting  thofe  of 

Svo/     crov/itedv; heads  (y)..        He  was  worthy   of  the  honor. 

Load.  1734.  For,  >  as  he  looked  upon  true  and  abfolute  freedom  to 

8  -  'be 
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revenues  taken  from  the  bi(hops,  deans  and 

chap- 

<  be  the  greateft  happinefs  of  this  life,  whether  to  (o- 
cieties  or  fingle  perfons,  fo  he  thought  conftraint  of 
any  fort  to  be  the  utmoft  mifery ;  for  which  reafon  h^ 
ufed  frequently  to  tell  thofe  about  him  of  the  intir^ 
fatisfadion  of  his  mind,  that  he  had  conftantly  em- 
ployed his  ftrength  and  faculties  in  the  defence  of  lir 
berty,  and  in  direct  oppofition  to  flavery.  And  his 
av^rlion  to  monarchy,  as  he  told  his  friend  Sir  Ro^ 
bert  Howard^  was  heightened  by  this  confideration,  ,  ,  ^jp^ 
that  the  trappings  of  it  might  fupport  an  ordinary  com-  by  Dr.' 

monwealth  (r).' It  is  aflerted  on  good  authority,  ^''^ch,  p. 

That  Milton  was   allowed  a' weekly  table  by  the  par-  [^*Js^p/(,fc 
liament,  for  the   entertainment  of  foreign  minifters.  Works, 
efpecially  fuch  as  come  from  proteftant  ftates,  and  for 
the  learned  :  which  allowance  was  alfo  continued  by 

Cromwell  *.'     How  noble  the  example. Marcha- 

mont  Needkam^  who  had  written  A'lercurius  Pragmaticus 
againft  the  parliament,  was  not  only  pardoned  by  them, 
but  if  we  may  believe  Mr.  IVcod,  by  promifes  of  re- 
wards and  places,  was  induced  to  become  an  advocate 
for  them  and  liberty.  This  was  a  writer  indeed  worth 
gaining.  His  morals  or  integrity  perhaps  were  not  the 
moft  ftrifl,  (though  I  know  nothing  alledged  againft 
him  on  thefe  heads,  except  changing  his  party  often) 
but  he  had  wit,  parts,  learning,  and  a  flyle  beyond 
moft   of   his  age.     '  His   Mercurius   Politicus,    which. 

*  came  out  by  authority,  and   flew  every  week  into  all 

*  parts  of  the  nation  for  more  than  ten  years,  had  very 
'  great   influence  upon   numbers  of  inconfiderable  per- 

*  fons,  fuch  as  have  a  ftrong  prefumption  that  all  niuft 

*  needs  be  true  that  is  in  print.     He  was  the  Gollah  of 

*  the  Phili/lians,  the  great  champion  of  the  late  ufur- 
'  per,  whofe  pen  in  comparifpn  of  others,  was  like  a 

*  weavers  beam.     And    certainly   he  that  will,  or  can 

*  Toland's  life  of  Milton,  p.  no,  in  the  note,  8vo.  Lond.  ad.  edit. 
N.  B.  This  edition  is  enriched  with  moft  curious  apd  valuable  obfervatiorts 
in  the  notes. 

^'  *  perufe 
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chapters,    who  by    ad:   of  parliament  had 

been 


(j)  Athenae  < 
Ozonieofes,  ^ 
vol.  ii.  c 
6z6, 


*  perufe  thofe  his  intelligences  called  Mere  Politici^  will 
'  judge  that  had  the  devil  himfelf  (the  father  of  all  lies) 

*  been  in  this  Goliab's  ofEce,  he  could  not  have  exceeded 

*  him.     As  having  with  profound  malice  calumniated 

*  his  fovereign,  fcurrility  abufed  the  nobility,  impudence 
blafphemed  the  church  and  members  thereof,  and  in- 
duftry  poifoned   the  people  with  dangerous    princi- 

*  pies  {s).'  One  may  eafily  gather  from  this  chara<3er, 
that  Needham  with  xeal  and  ability  defended  the  caufe 
of  his  mailers  againft  their  adverfaries.  Befides  the 
quotation  given  in  note  (hh),  I  will  add  a  few  more, 
as  the  work  from  whence  I  take  it  is  not  in  many  hands, 
and  very  little  known  even  amongft  the  curious. 

In  one  of  his  papers  he  ailerts,  '  That  the  original  of 
all  juft  power  and  government  is  in  the  people.'     This 

— «  As  for 


e  proves  after  the  following  manner, 
the   government  of  the    Ifralites^   firft  under  Mofei^ 
then  Jojhua  and    the  judges,    the  Scriptures   plainly 
{hew,  that  they  were  extraordinary  governors  being 
of  God's  immediate  inflitution,  who  raifed  them  up 
by  his  fpirit,  and  impoied   them  upon   that   people, 
whofe  peculiar  bappinefs  it  was  in  cafes  of  this  nature, 
to  have  fo  infallible  and  fure  a  direction  ;  fo  that  their 
government  was  a  Theocrafie  (asfome  have  called  it) 
having  God  himfelf  for  its  only  original,  and  there- 
fore no  wonder  we  have  in  that  time  and  nation  fo 
few  vifible  footfteps  of  the  peoples  elefiion,  or  of  an 
inftitution  by  compaQ.     But  yet  we  find   after  the 
judges,  that  when  this  people  reje<3ed  this  more  im- 
mediate way    of  government  by   God   (as  the  Lord 
tells  Samuely  they  have  not  reje£ted  thee,  but  me)  and 
defired  a  government  after  the  manner  of  other  nations, 
then  God  feems  to  forbear  the  ufe  of  his  prerogative, 
and  leave  them   to  an  exercife  of  their  own  natural 
rights  and  liberties,  to  make  choice  of  a  new  govern- 
ment and  governor  by  fuflFrage  and  compaS.     The 
government  the*  aimed  at  was  kingly.     God   him- 

«  fclf 
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been    abolilhed,     and    the    wife   pravlfion 

made 


*  felf  was  difpleafed  at  it,  and  fo  was  Samuel  too,  who 

*  in  hope  to  continue  the  old  form,  and  to  fright  them 
'  from  the  new,  tells  them  what  monfters  in  govern- 

*  ment  Kings  would   prove,    by  afluming  unto  them- 

*  felves  an  arbitrary  power  (not  that  a  King  might  law- 
'  fully  and  by  right  do  what  Samuel  defcribes  (as  SalmU' 
'  Jlus  and  all  the  royal  interpreters  would  have  us  be- 
'  lieve)  but  only  to  Ihew  how  far  Kings  would  prefume 

*  to  abufe  their  power,  which  no  doubt  Samuel  forefaw, 

*  not  only  by  reafon,  but  by  the  fpirit  of  prophecy.) 
'  Neverthelefs   the   people   would  have   a   King;    fay 

*  they.  Nay,  but  there  Ihall  be  a  King  over  us  :  where- 
'  upon   faith  God  to   Samuel,  Hearken  to  their  voice; 

*  where  you   plainly  fee,  firft   God  gives  the  leave  to 

*  exercife  their  own  natural  right,  in  making  choice  of 
'  their  form  of  government.     But  then  indeed  for  the 

*  choice  of  their  governor,  there  was  one  thing  extra- 
'  ordinary,  in  that  God  appointed  them  one,  he  vouch- 

*  fafing  ftill  in  an  extraordinary  and  immediate  manner 
'  to    be  their  direftor  and  proteflor;   but  yet  though 

*  God  was  pleafed  to  nominate  the  perfon,  he  left  the 

*  confirmation  and  ratification  of  the  kingftiip  unto  the 

*  people,  to  fhew  that  naturally  the  right  of  all  was  in 
'  them,  however  the  exercife  of  it  were  fuperfeded  at 
'  that  time  by  his  divine  pleafure,  as  to  the  point  of  no- 
'  mination.     For  that  the  peop'e  might  underftand  it 

*  was  their  right,  Samuel  calls  them  all  to  Mizpehy  as 

*  if  the  matter  were  all  to  be  done  anew  on  their  parr, 
'  and  there  by  lot  they  at  length  made  choice  of  Saul^ 

*  and  fo  immediately  proclaim  him  with  fliouts  and  ac- 

*  clamations;  and  then  having  had  proof  of  his  valour 

*  againft  the  Ammonites^  they   met  at  Gilgal^  and    pro- 

*  claim   him  King  once  again,  to  (hew  (that  naturally) 

*  the  validity  of  his  kingfliip  depended  wholly  on  the 
'  peoples  confent  and  confirmation,  and  fo  you  fee,  the 
'  firft  and   mc it  eminent  evidence   of  the  inflitution  of 

*  political  government  in.  Scripture  doth  notorioufly  de- 

'  mon- 
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made  for  their  (late  clergy  and  the  unlver- 

fities ; 


(/)  Mercuri-  t  monftratc,  that  its  original  is  in  or  from  the  peo- 

N(r**8^'""'  '-pie  (f)/ In   another   place,  fpeaking  of  errors  in 

,,-8.  '  '  policy,  he  fays,  *  The  regulation  of  affairs  by  reafon  of 
*-  fiate,  not  the  flrifl  rule  of  honefty,  has  been  an  epi- 
'-demical  one.  But  for  fear  I  be  miftaken,  continues 
*-  he,  you  are  to  underftand,  that  by  reafon  of  ilate  here 
'  we  do  not  condemn  the  equitable  refult  of  prudence 
'  and  right  reafon ;  for  upon  determinations  of  this  na- 
*,  ture  depends  the  fafety  of  all  dates  and  princes  ;  but 
\  that  reafon  of  ftate  which  flows  from  a  corrupt  princi- 

*  pie  to  an  indirect  end;  that  reafon  of  ftate  which  is 
'-  the  ftatefman's  reafon,    or  rather   his   will  and  luft, 

*  when  he  admits  ambition  to  be  a  reafon,  preferment, 
^>power,  profit,  revenge  and  opportunity  to  be  reafons 
*.  AifBcient  to  put  him  upon  any  defign  or  a<9ion  that 
*'  may  tend  to  prefent  advantage ;  though  contrary  to 

*  the  law  of  God,  or  the  law  of  common  honefty,  and 
'  of  nations. Reafon  of  ftate  is  the  moft  fovereign 

*  command,  and  the  moft  important  counfellor.  Rea- 
'  fon  of  ftate  is  the  card  and  compafs  ofthefliip.  Rea- 
'  fon  of  ftate  is  many  times  the  reUgion  of  a  ftate ;  the 

*  law,  the  life  of  a  ftate.     That  which  anfwers  all  ob- 

*  jections  and  quarrels  about  mal-govemment.  That 
'  which  wages  war,   impofes  taxes,  cuts  ofF  ofi^enders, 

*  pardons  offenders,  fends  and  treats  ambafladors.  It 
f  can  fay  and  unfay;  do  and  undo,  balk  the  common 
'  road,  make  high-ways  to  become  by-ways,  and  the 
f  fartheft  about  to  become  the   neareft   cut.     If  a  dif- 

*  ficult  knot  come  to  be  untied,  which  neither  the  di- 
^  vine  by  Scripture,  nor  lawyer  by  cafe  or  precedent  can 

*  untie,  then  reafon  of  ftate,  or  an  hundred  ways  more 
'  which  ideots  know  not,  diflblve  it.     This  is  that  great 

—-     '  emprefs  which  the  Italians  call  Raggione  lii  State:  it 

'  can  rant  as  a  foldier,  compliment  as  a  monfieur,  trick 

f  ^  H  K     *  '^  **  ^juggler,  ftrut  it  as  a  ftatefman,  and  is  as  change- 

1*8.  p.   °  *  ^^^^  ^   ^^^  moon  in  the  variety  of  her  appearan- 

169c.         '  ces  (a).*     This  beautiful  piece  of  fatyr  will,  J  pre^ 

fume. 
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fume,  be  acceptable  to  many  of  my  readers. 1  will 

make  but  one  citation  more  from  this  writer,  but  it  con- 
tains, I  believe,  the  fentiments  of  the  majority  in 
power  at  that  time  on  the  fubjedt  of  church  govern- 
ment.  *  If    we  ferioufly  refledi',    fays   he,    upon 

*  the  defign  of  God,  in  bringing  Chriil  into  the  world, 
'  we  fliall  find  it  was  to  fet  an  end  to  the  pompous  ad- 

*  miniftration  of  the  Jew'ijh  form ;  that  as  his  church 
'  and  people  were  formerly  confined  within  the  narrow 

*  pale  of  a  particular  nation,  fo  now  the  pale  ihould  be 

*  broken  down,  and  all  nations  taken  into  the  church. 
'  Not  all  nations  in  a  lump  :  not  any  whole  nations,  or 

*  national  bodies  to  be  formed  into  churches :  for  his 
'  church  or  people  now  under  the  Gofpel  are  not  to  be 

*  a  body  political,  but  fpiritual  and  myftical :  not  a  pro- 

*  mifcuous  confufion  of  perfons  taken  in  at  adventure, 
'  but  an  orderly  colledtion,  a  picking  and  chufing  of 
'  fuch  as  are  called  and  faniSbifyed,  &c.  Not  a  compa- 
'  ny   of  men  forced  in  by  commands  and  conftitutions 

*  of  worldly  power  and    prudence,  but   of  fuch  as  are 

*  brought  in  by  the  power  and  efficacy  of  Chrill's  word 

*  and  fpirit.     For  he  himfelf  hath  faid.  My  kingdom  is 

*  not  from   hence;  my  kingdom  is  not  of  this  world, 

*  &c.     And    therefore   that   hand  which  hitherto  hath 

*  prefumed  in  moft  nations  to  eredl:  a  power  called  ec- 

*  clefiaftick  in   equipage  with  the  civil   to  bear  fway, 

*  and  bind  mens  confciences  to  certain  notions  ordained 
'  for  orthodox,  upon  civil  penalties,  under  colour  of 
'  prudence,  good  order,    difcipline,    preventing  of  he- 

*  rcfy,  and  advancing  of  Chrift's  kingdom ;  and  to  this 

*  end  hath   twifted  the  fpiritual  power  (as  they  call  it) 

*  with  the  worldly  and  fecular  intereft  of  flate  j  this  £ 

*  fay  hath  been  the  right  hand  of  antichrift,  oppoling 
'  Chritt  in  his  way,  whofe  kingdom  being  not  of  this 

*  world,  depends  not  upon    the  helps   and  devices  of  («)  Wercnri- 

*  worldly  wifdom  (*•).'     T  hefe  extrads  fufficlently  (how  JJ^''^''^'^"'. 
how  well  the  caufe  of  liberty,  civil  and  religious,  was  i-^'c^'' 
underftood  in  thefe  times;  how   much  the    parliament 

had  them  at  heart.  For  none  but  men  confcious  of  fair 
intentions,  and  upright  defigns  towards  the  public,  would 
have  favoured  the  propagation  of  notions  deftruclive  of 

evil 
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€vil  magiftrates,  and    wicked  priefts,  their  neverfailing 

coadjutors. But  zealous  as  thefe  men  were  for  Jibertv, 

they  were  careful  to  keep  their  people  as  much  as  pof- 
fible  from  popery,  and  follicitous  to  hinder  their  perver- 
fion  to  that  abfurd  and  cruel  fuperftition.  A  letter  to  the 
Sparijh  ambaflador  will  fet  this  in  a  clear  light.  It  is  as 
follows :  '  The  parliament  of  the  commonwealth  of 
«  England,  underUanding  that  feveral  of  the  people  of 

*  this  city  daily  refort  to  the  houfe  of  your  excellency, 

*  and  other  ambaffadors   and  public  minifters  from  fo- 

*  reign  nations  here  refiding,  meerly  to  hear  mafs,  gare 

*  order  to  the   council  of  ftate,  to  let  your  excellency 

*  underftand,  that  whereas   fuch   refort  is  prohibited  by 
.    *  the  laws  of  the   nation,  and  of  very  evil  example  in 

*  this  our  republic,  and  extreamly  fcandalous  5  that  they 

*  deem   it  their  duty  to  take  care  that  no  fuch  thing  be 

*  permitted  henceforward,  and  to  prohibit  all  fuch  af- 

*  femblys  for  the  future.     Concerning  which,  'tis  oar 

*  defire  that  your  excellency  (hould  have  a  fair  advertifc- 

*  ment,  to  the  end  that  henceforth  your  excellency  may 

*  be  more  careful  of  admitting  any  of  the  people  of  this 

*  republic  to  hear  mafs  in  your  houfe.     And  as  the  par- 

*  liamenf  will  diligently  provide  that  your  excellency's 
«  rights  and  priviledges  (hall  be  preferved  inviolable,  fo 

*  they  perfuade  themfelves  that  your  excellency,  during 

*  your  abode  here,  would  by  no  means  that  the  laws  of 
r^rofc  "  *  *  *^'^  republic  (hould  be  violated  by  yourfelf  or  by  your 
Works,  vol.  *  attendants  (;•).'  What  would  the  parliament  have 
ii.p.  199.     thought  of  one  hundred  thoufand  Papifts  in  Lmdon  and 

Wejiminffer^  the  number  reckoned  by  perfons  employed 
in  1745  ?  Since  that  time  they  have  much  cncreafed,  if 
reports  are  to  be  relied  on.     *  In  fuch  open  defiance  of 

*  our  laws,  fays  an  ingenious  writer,  has  Popery  been 
'  long  making  great  progrefs.     And  whether  the  threat- 

*  ning  confequences  are  not  formidable,  may  well  de- 

*  ferve  the  confideration  of  fuch  who  are  able  to  difcem 

*  the   ineftimable  value  of  our  civil  and  religious  liber- 

*  ties. It  would  be  far  from  us,  after  all,  to  defire 

'  any  pains  or  penalties  (hould  be  infli£led  on  men,  be- 
'  caufe  they  have  an  extravagant  ritual,  and  are  fond  of 

*  wor(hipping  a  troop  of  deities  or  demons  :  or  for  fay- 

'  iiig 
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*  ing  prayers  by  tale  or  number,  either  to  real  or  im<l- 
'  ginary  faints ;  for  venerating  a  wafer  or  crucifix.  Since 
'   he  who  can   feaft  his  foul,  either  on  gold,  filver,  or 

*  precious  flones,  or  who  can  btft  relifli  wood,  hay,  or 

*  rtubble  ;  fhould  only  have  our  pity,  and  we  ought  to 

*  wifh  him  a  hf?  depraved  appetite.  But  fo  long  as  the 
'  Papift  holds  opinions  fubverfive  of  morality,  deftruc- 

*  tive  of  fociety,  dangerous  to  the  civil  and  religious 
'  rights  of  mankind,  /.  e.  fo  long  as  the  hand  of  po- 
'  pery  is  againft   every  man,  fo   long  every  man's  hand 

*  fhould  be   againft    popery.     The  voice  of  nature,  of 

*  felf  prefcrvation,  is  loud  in  the  bread:  of  every  pro-  [^^  J-^'*^^ 

*  teftant  againft  this  fuperftition  (z).*     The  reader  will  jjfo]ved"*p^ 
pardon  I  doubt  not  this  fmall  digreffion,  if  indeed  it  be  30.  8v<). 
one.  *  Lond.  17S7*. 

I  proceed  now  with  the  fubje^l.  Befides  Milton  and 
Neidham,  the  parliament  had  another  writer  of  fome 
figure  on  their  fide,  viz.  John  Parker,  father  to  Sam. 
Parker,  bifhop  of  Oxon,  in  the  time  of  James  IJ.  This 
gentleman,  *•  In   the  year  1650,  printed   a  remarkable 

*  book  called  The  governmefit  of  the  people  of  England 

*  precedent  and    prefent   the   fame.     It  was  written  to 

*  ipirit   men  to  fubfcribe  to  the  engagement  to  be  t^ue 

*  and  faithful  to  the  commonwealth  as  then  eftablifhed, 

*  without  a  King  or  the  houfe  of  lords:  and  there  he 
'  afl'erts  that,  Populus  fuo  mngiflratu  prior  ejl  tempore  na- 

*  turaiff  dig'ittate:  quia  populuimagijiratum  conjiituit,^ 

<  quia  populus  fine  magijlratu  e'Te  potejf,  fed  magijiratui 
*■  fine  populo  nMpoteJi  ejfe.  Alfo  out  of  another  claflical 
«  nuthoTy  FindJcia  contra  Tyrannos,  he  affirms,   Reges  funt 

*  a  pspulo  y  /unt  ccnjiituti  caufa  pcpuli.     More   he   un- 

<  dertakes  to  prove  that  the  Kings  of  England  had   no 

*  negative  voice  rightly  and   by  law,   but  that  it  was 

*  contrary  to  the  law  and  their  oath  at  coronation.     And 

*  then   a  fortiori,  that  the  lords  neither  can  have  any  M  R^f'ear- 

*  negative  upon  the  people   (<;).'     This  book  I  never  ^^'  Tj'*"'" 
faw.     The  writings  of  Henry  Parker  on   the  behalf  of  2j"p/i^^'^ 
the  parliament  are   better  knov/n.  '  They  are  ir.deed  Lond.  1673- 
worth  prcferving.     Mr.  JVood  has  given   us  a  catalogue  fj^'a.L 

of  them  [b). Andre^v  Marvdh,  I  know,  commonly  oxon.  vol. 

faid  to  have  been  employed,  under  Mllion,  by  the  com-  ii.  c.  p.  22*,- 
X  mon- 
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fities  (uu)  J I  fay  if  weconfider  all  thefe  things 

with- 

monwealth.  But  I  apprehend  th'rs  to  be  a  miftake,  as 
will  appear  from  his  own  account. '  As  to  myfelf, 

*  fays  he,  I  never  had  any,  not  the  remoteft  relation  t» 
'  publick  matters,  nor  correfpondence  with  the  perfons 

*  then  predominant,  until  the  year  1657.  When  in- 
'  deed  I  entered  into  an  employment,  for  which  I  was 
'  not  altogether  improper,  and  which  T  confidered  to  be 

*  the  moft  innocent  and  inoffenfive  towards   his  Majef- 

*  ty's   affairs  of  any  in  that  ufurped   and  irregular    go- 

*  vetnment,  to  which  all  men  were  thenexpofed.     And 
,        *  this  I  accordingly  difcharged  without  difobliging  any 

fai  tran"'^"  *  0"^  perfon  (f ).' It  muft  not  be  forgotten   that  all 

profed,  part  thefe  gentlemen  found  their  account  in  writing  for  the 
ad.  p.  127.  parliament  and  Cromwell,     Both  the  Parkers  were  en- 
riched by  lucrative  and  honourable  employs,  and  Mar- 
vel^ I  fuppofe,  was  not  unrewarded  for  the  difcharge  of 
his  ofBce,  by  the  Proteftor. 

(uu)  The  utj'e  provifion  made  for  their  Jiate  clergy,  and 
the  univerjities.]  The  clergy,  in   moft  countries  where 
chriftianity  prevailed,    got  wealth,  honour  and  power. 
Unmindful  of  their  Mafler's  do£lrine  and  example,  they 
Joved  the  world,  and  the  things  which  were  in  it,  and, 
by  a  variety  of  ways  and  means,    accumulated    large 
pofleffions.     How  honeftly  they  got  fome,  how  wifely 
ethers  were  beflowed  on  them  by  princes,  great  men, 
weak   women,  and   perfons,  indeed,  of  all   ranks    and 
degiees,  from  a  perfuafion    inftilled  into  them   of  at- 
s    F    toning  for  their  tranfgreffions,  and  getting  better  things 
tber  Paul     >"  revcrficn  in  lieu  of  them  j  I  fay,  how  all  this   hap- 
on  benefici-  pencd  is    Well  known   to  moft  {d).     Henry  Vill.  with 
ip7h^*s^-"'  ^^o"^*^"^  °^  parliament,  made  bold  to  lay  his   hand  on 
iTiononec-  the  lands,  tenements,  and  hereditaments  of  the  abbeys 
cicf.afticAi     and  monafteries,  and  gave,  or  fold  them,  to  fuch  as  were 
at^^Harr      ^^^^  to  make  a  bfetter  ufe  of  them;  and  his  Ton  and 
Nevii's  Pla-  fuccelTor  Edward,  as   well   as  his   daughter  Elizabethy 
'toRedivi-     approved  of  his  proceedings,  and   availed   themfelves  of 
108.^'  '^""  ^^^  example,  by  plucking  now  and  then  a  goodly   ma- 
nor 
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without  prejudice,  we  (hall,  probably,  be 
forced  to  acknowledge,  that  they  were  born 

for 

nor  or  two  from  the  bifliopricks.  This  (with  the  power 
of  tranflations)  made  the  bifhops  cautious  of  ofFending, 
and  follicicous  of  obtaining  the  good  will  of  the  fove- 
reign,  and  his  favourites  :  and  they  applied  themfelves 
with  fo  much  zeal  thereunto,  that  they  foon  became 
downright  courtiers,  fupple,  complaifant,  unmeaning, 
and  ready  to  put  their  hand  to  carry  any  thing  into  ex- 
ecution, which  they  judged  agreeable  to  the  crown. 
So  that,  for  the  mort  part,  they  were  friends  to  the  pre- 
rogative, and  averfe  to  liberty.  •  For  thefe  and  other 
caufes,  the  lords  and  commons  thought  proper,  by  an 
a6t  of  parliament,  which  had  the  royal  afTent,  to  ex- 
clude them  from  the  houfe  of  peers  j  and,  by  an  ordinance 
of  bothhoufes,datedO^/o/'tfr9)  1646,  their  office  was  abo- 
liflied,  and  their  lands  and  pofleffions  fettled  upon  truftees 
for  the  ufe  of  the  commonwealth.  The  preamble  to  this 
ordinance  will  explain  the  motives  on  which  it  was 
made.     It   runs   thus :    '  For    the  abolifhing  of  arch- 

*  biftiops  and   biftiops,  and  providing  for  the  payment 

*  of  the  juft  and  neceflary  debts  of  the  kingdom,  into 

*  which  the  fame  hath  been  'drawn  by  a  war,  mainly 
'  promoted  by  and   in  favour   of  the   faid   archbifhops 

*  and   biftiops,    and    other    their    adherents    and    de- 

*  pendants;  be  it  ordained,'  ^\-.  (*)  Thus  the  whole 
of  the  bifhops  lands  became  vefted  in  the  parliament, 
who,  by  an  ordinance,  bearing  date,  OSiobr  3,  1648, 
ordered,  *  the  truftees  to  give  warrants    to  the  treafu- 

*  rers  for  the  ilTuing  out  and   paying  of  the   rents  and 

*  revenues  of  parfonages  impropriate,  tythes,  oblations, 

*  obventions,    penfion<,    portions  of  tythes,  parfonages 

(•)  See  a  colleflion  of  fcvcra!  a6ls  of  parliament,  ordinances,  &c. 
for  providing  maintenance  ■  tor  mimfters,  h;'ad3  of  colleges,  &c.  4to. 
Lond.  1657.  "ris  from  this  book  I  have  taken  the  feveral  citations 
from  the  ordinances  in  this  note.  See  alfo  Scobel's  colledHons,  and 
Kennet's  Cife  of  impropriations  and  augmentation  o(  vicarages,  p.  241, 
aiid  268,  8to.  LgnJ.  1704. 

X  2  *  and 
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for  legiflation,  and  were  worthy  of  it.     But 

whiiri 


*  and  vicarages,  as  have  been,  or  (hall  be  received  by 

*  the  f:iid  treafurers,  and  have  not  otherwife  been  dif- 
»  pofed  of,  for  the  maintenance  of  minifters,  to  fuch 
«  perfon  or  perfons  refpedtively,  to  whom  the  fa  d  rents 

*  and  revenues  have  been  or  ftjall  be  ordered  or  afligned 

*  by  the  committee  for  plundeied  miniftcrs,  for  aug- 
'  mentation  of  maintenance  for  officiating  in  any  church 

*  or  charel  in  England  and  If^ales.' After  the  com- 
monwealth took  place,  the  commons  of  England^  in 
parliament  aflembled,  on  the  3Cth  of  Aprils  1619,  pro- 
ceeded farther  to  pafs  '  an  adl  for  the  abolifhing  of 
'   deans  and   chapters,  canons,  prebends,  and  other  of- 

*  ficers  and  titles,  of  or  belonginii  to  any  cathedral  or  col- 
'  legiatechurch  or  chapel  within^w^/^W  or /^^/^r.'  Their 
plea    for   this    was   neceffity. '  Having    ferioufly 

*  weighed,  fay  they,  the   neceffity  of  ra:fmg  a  prefent 

*  fupply   of  money  for  the  prefent   fafety  of  this  com- 

*  monwealth  ;  and  fii.ding  that  their  other   fecurities  are 

*  not  fatisfa£tory  to   lenders,    nor  fufficient   to  raife   fo 

*  confiderable  a   fum    as  will   be  necefl'ary  for  the  faid 

*  fervice,  ace  neceflitated  to  fell  the  lands  of  the  deans 
'  and  chapters,  for  the  paying  of  publick  debts,  and  for 

*  the  raifing  of  three   hundred  thoufand  pounds  for  the 

*  prefent  fupply  of  the  prefling  necefTities  of  the  com- 

*  monwealth,  do  ena£l,  l3c.^ However,   they  were 

not  for  throwing  them  away,  as  much  as  money  was 
wanting.  For  none  of  ihefe  lands  were  to  be  fold  un- 
der twelve  years  purchafe,  though  the  lands  of  the 
bifhops  had  been  allowed  to  be  fold  for  ten  ;  a  tolerable 
good  price,  confidering  the  high  intereft  of  money, 
which  was  at  about  eight />^r  cent,  at  this  time,  and  the 
pofTibility  of  their  being  one  time   or  other  reclaimed 

by  their  former  pofleflbrs. Out  of  thefe  lands  thus 

appointed  to  be  fold,  there  was  excepted,  by  another  a<ft 
of  '^une  the  8th,  1649,  *  all  tythes  appropriate,  obla- 

*  tions,  obventions,    portions   of  tythes  appropriate,  of 

*  or  belonging  to  the  archbifliops,  bifhops,  deans,    and 

*  deans 
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whilft   the  parliament  was  thus   nobly  em- 
ployed 

<  deans  and  chapters,  all  which,  together  with  twenty 

*  thoufand    pounds  yearly    rent,  formerly  belonging  to 

*  th-' crown  ot  tnglanJ^  the  commons  thought  fit  to 
'  be  fettled  for  a  competent  maintenance  of  preaching 
'  miniflers,    where    it    was    wanting,    in   England  and 

*  li^al-'S.'  This  competent  maintenance,  in  their  opi- 
nion, was  one  hundred  pounds  per  annum,  which  they 
allotted  to  the  ftate  preachers,  without,  however,  tak- 
ing away  any  thing  from  the  rich  rectories,  which  were 
preferved  whole  and  entire.  I  fuppofe  there  are  but 
few  difinterefted  pcrfons  but  will  think  this  a  much  bet- 
ter regulated  maintenance  th.n  what  before  had  been 
allotted.  If  an  eitablifhed  clergy  be  ufeful  and  necef- 
fary,  and  if  the  public  muft  maintain  them,  as  feems  to 
have  been  the  received  opinion,  upon  whatfoever  rea- 
fons  founded,  furely  it  behoves  the  legiilature  to  prevent 
one  part  of  them  from  rioting  in  wealthy  and  the  other 
almoft  ftarving  through  poverty  !  Complaints,  1  know, 
have  been  made  of  the  fcantinefs  of  our  ecclefiaftical 
revenues :  but  how  this  can  be,  when  fuch  a  multipli- 
city of  very  lucrative  preferments  are  daily  heaped  on 
a  fingle  perfon,  is  hard  to  imagine.'  A  tolerably  equi- 
table diftribution  would,  at  once,  filence  every  objection 

on  this   head,    of  any    reaConable  man. Indeed, 

fome  very  fenfible  perfons  have  been  againft  loading  the 
public  with  the  maintenai^.ce  of  the  clergy,  on  account 
of  feveral  inconveniences  attending  it.——*   Heretofore, 

*  fays  Milton^  in  the  firft  evangelic  times  (and   it  were 

*  happy  for  Chriftendom  if  it  were  fo  again)  minifters  of 

*  the  Gofpel  were  by  nothing  elfe  diftinguilhed  from 

*  other  chriflians,  but  by  their  fpiritual  knowledge  and 

*  fanitity   of  life,  for  which  the  church  elected  them 

*  to  be  her  teachers  and  overfeers,  though  not  thereby 

*  to  feparate  them  from  whatever  calling  fhe  then  found 

*  them  following  befides.  As  the  example  of  St.  Paul 
'  declares,    and  the  firft  times  of  chriftianity.     When 

*  pnce  they  afFeded  to  be  called  a  clergy,  and  became, 

X  3  *  as 
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ployed  at  home  and  abroad,  (for  the  Dutch 

war 

'  as  it  vftre^  a  peculiar  tribe  of  Levlteiy  a  party,  a  dif- 

*  tindt  order  in  the  commonwealch,  bred  up  for  divines 

*  in  babling  fchooh,  and  fed   at  the  public  coft,  good 

*  for  nothing  elfe,  but  what  was  good  for  nothing,  they 

*  foon  grew  idle ;  that  idlenefs,  with  fulnefs  of  bread, 

*  begat  pride  and  perpetual  contention  with  their  feed- 
'  ers,  the  defpifed  laity,  through  all  ages  ever  Cnce,.  to 

*  the  perverting  of  religion,  and  the  diftuibance  of  all 

*  Chriftendom.  And  we  may  confidently  conclude,  it 
*,  will  never  be  otherwifc,  wbilft  they  are  thus  upheld 
*^  undepending  on  the  church,  on  which  alone  they  an- 

*  tiently  depended,  and  are,  by  the  magiftrate,  publickJy 

*  maintained,  a  numerous  faclion  of  indigent  perfons, 
'  crept  for  the  moft  part  out  of  extream  want  and  bad 

*  nurture,  claiming,  by  divirfe  rig' t  and  freehold,  the 
€  tenth  of  our  eftates,  to  monopolize   the  miniftry,  as 

*  their   peculiar,  which  is  free   and    open   to   all    able 

*  chriilians,  elected  by  any  church.  Under  this  pre- 
«  tcnce,   exempt  from    all  other  employment,  and  en- 

*  riching  therrfelves  on  the  public,  they  laft  of  all  prove 

*  common  incendiaries,  and  exalt   their  horns    againft 

*  the   magiftrate   himfelf  that  maintains   them,  as   the 

*  prieft  of  Rome  did  foon  after  againft  his  benefa£lor 
'  the  emperor,  and  the  prefbyters  of  hte  in  Scotland, 
f  Of  which    hireling  crew,    together  with  all  the  mif- 

*  chiefs,    difientions,    troubles,    wars  meerly    of    their 

*  kindling,  Chriftendom  might  foon  rid  herfelf  and  be 
?  happy,  if  chriftians  would  but  know  their  own  dignity, 
f  their  liberty,  their  adoption,  and  let  it  not  be  wondered, 
^  if  I  fay,  their  fpiritual  priefthcod,  whereby  they  haye  all 

*  equally  accefs  to  any  minifterial  function,  whenever 
'  called  by  their  own  abilities,  and  the  church,  though 

(<)  Profe      «  they  never  came  near   commencement   or   univerfi- 

rj^y."'* '  *y  (')''     ^^^-  ^^^-^»  '^  ^^^  ^"^  ^^""  \Q  Milton,  dated 
Caujham,    May  26,    1659,    has  the  following  paflage. 

*  I  have  fometimes  thought  (concurr  ng  with  your  af- 
<  (ierxion  ti  that  floried  voice  that  fhould  ipeak  from 

*  heaven) 
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war   was  not  terminated,  though  the  Eng" 

*  heaven)  when  ecclefiaftics  were  endowed  with  world - 

*  \y  preferments,  Hodle  venerium  infunditur  in  ecdeftam  : 
'  for,  to  ufe  the  fpeech  of  Genets  iv.  ult.  according  to 

*  the  fenfc  which  it  hath  in  the  Hebrew.,  then  began 

*  men  to  corrupt  the  worfhip  of  God.     I  fhall  tell  you 

*  a  fuppofal  of  mine,  which  is  this:  Mr.  Dury  has  be- 
'  flowed  about  thirty  years  time  in  travel,  conference 

*  and  writings,  to  reconcile  Calvinijis   and   Lutherans^ 

*  and   that  with  little  or  no  fuccefs.     But  the  Jhorteji 

*  way  were^ take   away  ecciefiaftical   dignities,  ho- 

*  nours  and   preferments,  on  both  fides,  and  all  would 

*  foon  be  hufhed ;  the  ecclefiaftics  would  be  quiet,  and{f)  Preface 
'  then    the  people  would  come  forth  into  truth  and  liber-  *°  Milton's 
<  ty{f):     Thefe  were  the  fentiments  of  fome  of  the  ^d°"dTt!''^"* 
fons  of  liberty  in  the  age  of  which  I  am  now  fpeaking :  Lond.  1756, 
fentiments   proceeding  from  minds  full  of  concern  for*'**' 
truth  and  virtue,  though  they  had  little  profpeil  of  be-  , 
ing  hearkened   to  by  the  bulk  of  mankind,  who  prefer 
wealth,  pomp  and   eafe  to  every  thing  rational,  virtu- 
ous  and   manly. The    fcheme    of    the   parliament 

pretended  not  to  this  high  perfection.     It  only  fupprefs'd 

the  dignity,  ftate  and  exceffive  wealth  of  the  lordly 
ecclefiaftics,  whilft  it  left  them  enough  for  every  virtu- 
ous and  laudable  purpofe,  and  prevented  them  from 
feeling  the  want  of  the  real  neceflaries  their  ftations 
were  thought  to  require.  Were  I  to  deliver  my  own 
fentiments  for  the  real  good  of  ecclefiaftics  of  all  forts 
and  kinds,  I  would  fay  with  a  late  writer  concerning  the 
jefuits  in  particular ;  *  render  them  poor,  and  they  will  (  \  n  a 

*  be  humble  ;  render  them  poor,  and  they  will  be  ufe-  tions  of  a 
'  ful ;  render  them  poor,  and  they  will  become  holy  {g)*  Portuguefe 

But  to  go  on. Befides  the  care  taken  of  their  paro-  vj°^o  ?i 

chial  clergy,  the  parliament  ftiewed  their  benevolence  prefented  by 
to  the  univerfities,  by  ena(3:ing,  '  That  the  truftees,  in  the  Jefuits 

*  whofe  hands  the  dean  and  chapter  lands  were  vefted  ^j^j*'"^"^ 

*  for   the  ufe  of  the  public,  fhall,  from  time  to  time,  152.  gvo. 

'  pay    (out  of  the  above-mentioned  twenty  thoufand)  Lond.  1760. 
X  4  *  two 
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liJJjy  for  the  mofl  part,  were  fuccefsful)  the 

lord. 


f  two  thoufand   pounds  yearly,  for  the  increafe  of  the 

*  maintenance  of  the  mafteriliips  of  colleges  in  both 
'  univerfities,  where  maintenance  is  wanting,  regard 
'\  beins:  to  be  had  unto  the  number  of  houfes  of  learn- 

*  ing  in  each  univeruty,  that  are  fit  to  have  an  increafe 
f  of  maintenance,  and  to  make  an  affignment  of  main- 

*  tenance  unto  them  accordingly  ;  provided  it  do  not 

*  exceed  one  hundred  pounds  per  annum  to  any  one  of 
?  them.'— — This  bounty  was  not  ill  beftowed.  For 
never,  perhaps,  were  there  men  of  more  real  merit  in 

,y\  Preface  ^^^   univerfity  of  Cambridge   than  now.     Witnefs   the 

lo  Tuc',:-     names  of  Cudjuorth,  lyhichcott,  li'ilkim,  and  many  others 

ney's  and     mentioned  by  the  very  ingenious  Dr.  Salter  (A),  who  edu- 

Tuixxlr^tso  ^^^^^  a  race  of  men  that  were  an  honour  to  their  coun- 

J^nd.  1753.  try  J  I  mean  Tillntfon^  Borrow^  Sfai:h,  M:re^  and  fuch 

See  aifo       \\Uc,  who  oppofed  themfelves  to  popery  in  the  mojft  try- 

potc  (cccj.    i^g  times,  and  taught  men  the  principle^  of  true  relir 

gion  and  virtue.     Whether  Oxford  was  quite  fo  happy, 

I  know  not  J    though,    'tis  certain,  many  eminent  mea 

were  educated  there  in  thefe  times,    particularly    Mr. 

Locke^    whofe   writings  on    toleration  and  government 

will  be  for  ever  read  and  admired  by  men  of  fenfe  and 

honcity. What  the  funi  total  produced  by  the  fale 

(i*)  Survey  ,of  the  lands  pf  the  bi(bops,  deans  and  chapters,  amount-r 

oftheCa-   ed  to,  I  cannot  fay. But  here   follows   an    account 

Vork '&c    ^^  ^^^  ^^^^  °^  ^^^  biihops  lands  in  the  province  of  Tork^ 
4to.  1,-27.   asgiven  by  Mr.  .5roM/«/fV///f  (/■). 
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iord-general  Cro?nwell,  attended  by  fome  fol- 

diers 


/.       5.       c^. 
iSale  of  the  lands  of  the  fee  of  2^or^  ^ 

in  the  years   16+7,  1648,  1649,  C     63^86     7      il 

1650,1651,         -         -         -        i 
Durham,  in  the  fame  years, 
Carlijley 
Chejler,  ,  ^  - 

Total         -         -        139*487   »2     4i 

From  this  fome  tolerable  guefs  rpay  be  made  of  the  \z-> 
liie  of  the  reft  of  the  bifliops  lands,  which  are  thofe  of 
the  province  of  Canterbury,  confifting   of  that   archbi- 

(hopric    and   twenty    one    bifhoprics. A    propofal, 

ibme  years  fince,  by  a  namelefs  writer,  was  made   *  for  ^^-j  -phe 
vefting  the  whole  prefent  property  of  the  church  in  State  pref«- 
England  and  Ireland  in  the  crown,  not  to  enrich  or  ^^^^  ^°  ^^"^ 
add  to  its  power,  but  as  a  truftee  for  the  people,  who  ,2,  i^^. 
fhould  be  always  uppermoft  in  the  confideration  of  all  Lond.  174!. 

true  lovers  of  their  country  (7). Is  it  eflentially 

neceflary,'  fays  that  author,  *  that  bifliops  fhould  have  V/'^'^ 
three,  four,  five,  fix,  feven,  eight,  nine  and  ten 
thoufand  pounds  a  year  ?  Is  it  neceflary  that  an  arch- 
biftiop  fliould  die  worth  90,000  /.  beftdes  providing 
very  honourably  for  his  family,  in  confequence  of 
his  power  and  influence?  Is  it  necefl^ary  that  one 
churchman  fhall  enjoy  a  firing  of  benefices,  while 
numbers  have  none  and  ftarve  ?  J  am  willing  to  fup- 
pofe  epifcopacy  to  be  an  eflential  branch  of  the  chrif- 
tian  fyftem  ;  and  therefore  hold  the  order  in  all  the 
veneration  due  to  it.  But  I  cannot  bring  myfelf  to 
think  that  the  Holy  Ghoft  delights  more  to  abide  with 
them  in  coaches  and  palaces,  and  in  parliament,  than  if 
they  had  abided  by  the  primitive  fimple  way  of  living, 
praclifed  and  inculcated  by  the  apoftles.  lam  no  lefs 
wilhng  that  our  prelates  retain  their  feats   in  parlia- 

'  meat. 


3H 


THE    LIFE     OF 

diers  and  officers,    entered   the  houfe,  up-. 
} '  braided 


*  ment,  if  it  (hall  be  thought  that  they  have  been  al- 

*  ways   heretofore  infpired  with  the  fpirit  of  truth  and 

*  righteoufnefs-  in  their  legiflative  capacity.  But  id- 
'  milting,  as  J  do  very  willingly,  that  our   good    lords 

*  thebi&ops  add  a  luftre  to  the  upper  houfe,  will  they 

*  ftiine  the  lefs  there  for  being  placed  more  on  the  le- 

*  vel  with   each  other  than  they  are  at  prefent  ?     The 

*  pooreft  of  them  can  afford  clean  lawn  fleeves  in   their 

*  prefent  fituation  ;  and  if  the  two  metropolitans  (hould 

*  be  levelled  to  an  annual  ftipend  of  1500  /.  each, 
'  and  their  refpeftive  fuffragans  to  icoo  /.  I  don't  fee 

*  but  they  might  keep  a  coach  in  parliament  time,  not- 
'  withftanding  the  duty  on  carriage  wheels,  provided 
'  they  refide  with  their  flocks  the  reft  of  the  year.     Is 

*  it  ncceflary  that  the  bifhoprics  and  other  church- 
'  livings  of  Ireland,  a  cheap  and  plentiful  country, 
'  fliould  exceed  even  thofe  in  EngL/ndP  or,  is   it  ne- 

*  cefiary,  that,  in  the  north  of  that  kingdom,  where 
'  there  are  fcarce  ten  proteitants  of  the  epilcopal  church 
'  in  a  whole   pariih,  many  of  the   incumbents  fhould 

*  poflefs  livings  of  four,  fix,  and  eight  hundred  pounds 

*  ayear?     It  .is  no  uncommon  fight  in  that  country,  to 

*  fee  a  parfon  preach,  I  {hould  fay,  read  prayers,  preach* 

*  ing  being  difuJed,  to  his  clerk,  and  luch  of  his  own 
'  family  as  had  accompanied  him  from  the  parfonage 
'  houfe  in  his  coach  and  four.     Though  the  value  of 

*  livings  in  that  kingdom  be  well  known  to  our  clergy, 

*  who  are  never  wantingtothemfelvcs  in  puftiingtheirway 

*  thither,  where  they  bafkin  plenty  and  eafe,  it  would  feem 
'  as  if  our  ftatefmen  had  acquired  none  or  very  little 
'  knowledge  of  the  treafure  that  might  be  raifed  there 

*  by    fale  of   the     prefent    pofleffions    of    the   church. 

*  To  mention  but  the  primacy  there,  lately  conferred 

*  on  a  very  young  churchman,  but,  I  fuppofe,  of  dif- 

*  tinguifhed  piety  and  erudition,  it  would  fell,  at  twen- 

*  ty  years  purchafe  only,  for  above  200,000/.  no  con- 

*  temptibleaid  to^xbleed ing  country,  obliged  to  raife  above 

*  ten 
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braided   the  members,    turned   the   fpeaker 

out 


*  ten  millions  annually,  though  already  above  four-fcore 

*  in  debt.     From  this  fpecimen  may  be  feen  how  great- 

*  ly  the  trading  and  induftrious  part  of  the  people,  that 

*  is,  the  laity,  might  be  eafed,  if  the  revenues  of  the 

*  church,    tithes    and   all,    were  put  to  fale,    and   the 

*  purchafe  money  applied  to   the   ufes   of   the  public. 

*  And,  furcly,  in  a  time   of  fuch  danger  and   difficulty 

*  as  the  prefent,  no  good  fubjedt  can  warrant  oppofing 

*  the  carrying  fofalutary  a  fcheme  into  execution.     *Tis 

*  probable  our  open  foreign,  and  native  fecrct  enemies 
'  might  oppofe  fuch  a  healing  fcheme ;  but  except  the 
'  French  and  Spaniards  abroad,  an.d  our  popifh  fellow- 
'.iiibje<Sls  at  home,  I  cannot  perfuade  myfelf  that  it 
*^,.>vould  meet  with  the  leaft  opp  fition.  Our  proteftant 
^  iaity  would  unanimoufly  aflent  to  it  ;  and  as  for  the 
*, clergy,  if  their  fufFrages  were  taken  colleitiveiy,  I 
*,',will    anfwer    for    it,    the  majority    would    be    with  (^k)  The 

*  me  {k).*     Poflibly  this  writer  would   have  found  him-  State,  «rc. 
felf  miftaken ;  for,  as  there  are  but  itw  of  the  inferior  ^'  '** 
c'ergy  void  of  hope,  founded  on  their  belief  of  their  own 
merit,  of  preferment,  thefe  would    not  be  overfond  of 

the  fcheme  :  and  as  for  the  dignified  ones,  they  would 
naturally,  one  and  all,  cry  out  againft  it,  as  a  breach 
of  the  alliance  between  church  and  ftate,  which  they 
would  fain  perfuade  us  is  produ£tive  of  many  happy 
confequences  to  fociety.  The  ignorant  laity,  for  any 
thing  I  know  to  the  contrary,  mi^ht  be  pleafed  with 
the  carrying  fuch  a  fcheme  into  execution.— —After 
this  brief  detail  of  the  great  actions  of  the  parliament 
at  home  and  abroad,  it  is  not  to  be  admired  that  they 
met  with  the  applaufe  of  the  ableft  and  beft  judges. 
To  what  the  reader  will  find  in  the  note  (nn)  it  will  be 
proper  to  add  the  opinion  of  the  old  chancellor  Oxen- 
Jiiern  of  Sweden^  a  name  of  the  higheft  renown  for  po- 
litical abilities  in  the  age  in  which  he  lived,  the  fame, 
whofe  affairs  we  are  now  treating  of.  It  is  mentioned 
from  M.  Chanut,  both  in  the  appendix  to  Kfv/Ier'sTrz- 
l  vels, 
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out  of  the  chair  (ww),  and  put  an  end,  for 
the   prefent,    to    the  fupream   authority   of 

the 


vels,  and  in  Bnfnage%  Annals  oF  the  United  Provinces. 

*  Oxsn/ltern   indeed  blamed  the  extream  barbarity  com- 

*  mitted  on  the  perfon  of  the  late  King  of  England^  but 

*  commended   and    admired   almoft  every  part   of  the 

*  plan  of  that  great  defign  which  the   parliament   had 

*  formed.'     Bcjnage  adds,  '  that  he  faid,  it    had  been 

*  condufled  with  diftinguifhed  prudence,  and  that  thofe 

*  who   then   governed    in   England^    afted    upon   fuch 

*  principles  of  policy  as  were  founded  in  truth  and  ex- 

*  perience  *.' Such   readers  as  are  unprejudiced, 

will  not,  after  this,  think,  I  am  perfuaded,  that  Mr. 
Hume  has  done  juftice  to  the  parliament  in  the  follow- 
ing chani£ler:  '  Th^fe  men,  fays  he,  had  not  that  large 

*  thought,  nor  comprehenfive  views,  which  mizht  qua- 

*  lify  them   for  aflin^  the  part   of  legiflators :    lelfiih 

*  aims  and    bigotry    chiefly   engrofled   their   attention. 


Compare       ^^^  ?     L^t  fafts   determine. Undoubtedly    their 

Lodlow  Tcl.  ^*^>  ^^  refpe«5l  to  fornication,  was  much  too  rigid. 
fi.  p.  455  But,  from  a  fingle  inftance,  to  take  a  chara£ter,  is 
^'^^  ^^"'^  hardly  allowable.  To  be  able  to  fes  only  one  difa- 
Warborton  grccable  objeS  amongft  feveral  more  fair  and  equally 
in  the  note  obvious,  argues,  indeed,  to  ufe  this  gentleman's  own 
(")•  expreflions,  no   large  thought  or  comprehenfive  views. 

' If  ever  men  were  qualified  for  a<Ring  the  part  of  le- 

giflators,  thefe  were  they. And  whoever  will  excel  as 

fuch,  muft  copy  after  them  in  the  main  of  their  conduft. 

(ww)  Cromwell  entend  the  haujet  ard  put  a  period^ 

Jer  a  time.,  to  the  carrmimue^fth.']     *  Many  republicks,* 

fays  an  excelJent  writer,  *  have,  with   length  of  time, 

•  See  If:uah  PtffcnJorf  s  Obfcrvations  on  th;  R'efolntion  of  the  laft 
Swfiid  diet,  &c.  ia  the  Appesdix  to  KeyCer's  Trivek,  ▼ol.  iv.  p.  51. 
4^4  Bafhage's  Annals  of  the  Uaited-PnTinces,  toI.  i»  p.  243.  y.i 

^  fallen 
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ot 
to 


the   commonwealth  of  England.     It  is  not 


fallen  back  into  defpotick  governments.  This  feems 
to  be  a  calamity  that  inevitably  happens  to  every  free 
government  fooner  or  later.  And,  indeed,  how  can 
it  perpetually  refift  every  thing  that  faps  and  fup- 
plants  i  How  can  it  always  check  the  ambition  of 
thofe  great  men  whom  it  prpduces,  and  harbours  in 
its  bolom  ?  How  can  it  always  watch  again(i  the 
dark  and  fecrct  pradtices  and  machinations  of  its 
neighbours,  or  againft  the  corruption  of  its  own  mefii- 
bers,  while  interell  prevails  in  the  world  over  every 
other  motive  ?  How  fhould  it  expect  always  to  come 
ofF  with  fucccfs  in  the  wars  it  muft  needs  undertake 
and  fupport  for  its  fecurity  ?  or  prevent  thofe  danger- 
ous conjuntSlures,  thofe  critical  and  decifive  moments, 
when  its  liberty  is  at  ftake,  or  thofe  unforefeen  acci- 
dents that  animate  and  favour  the  wicked  and  auda- 
cious ?  If  any  armies  are  commanded  by  timid  and 
unfkilful  generals,  it  falls  a  prey  to  any  enemies  ;  if 
they  are  headed  by  bold  and  fuccefsful  commanders, 
thefe  will  be  as  dangerous  in  times  of  peace,  as  they 
were  ufeful  and  beneficial  during  the  war.  There 
are  ftw,  if  any  republicks,  but  have  rifen  from  the 
abyfs  of  tyranny  to  freedom,  and  from  thence  have 
funk  again  into  the  dregs  of  fervitude.  The  fame 
Athenians,  who,  in  the  times  of  DeimJlheneSy  pro- 
voked and  infulted  Philip  of  Mactdon^  crouched  tO' 
Alexander.  The  Romons,  who  abhorred  royalty,  and 
expelled  their  kings,  fufFered,  fome  ages  after,  the 
moft  horrible  oppreffion  and  cruelties  from  their  empe- 
rors. And  the  fame  EngrtJ}>inen  who  rebelled  againft, 
imprifoned,  and  beheaded  Charles  I.  fubmiflivcly  bore  (m)  Anti- 
the  galling  yoke  of  a  protestor  (zw).'  I  have  already  Machiavel, 
obferved  that  the  vidory  at  IVorceJiir^  (o  fatal  to  ^^Q  1,0X1- ^i. 
affairs  of  Charles  II.  probably  infpired  Cromiuell  with 
the  ambition  of  lording  it  over  his  hiafters,  and  feizing 
the  fovereignty.  Plufhed  with  fuccefs  the  brave  and 
ambitious  afpire  higher  and  higher,  and  dare  adventure 

on 
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to  be  wondered  that  this  adlion  was  looked 

upon 

on  the  boldeft  things.  Hence  the  danfrcr  of  continu- 
ing  a  general  long  in  fupream  command,  in  free  ftates. 
Immediately  after  this  important  event,  Cromuell  kerned 
determined  to  give  the  law.  He  ufed,  however,  great 
precaution.  Though  he  had  all  poflible  honours  paid 
him  by  the  parliament  and  the  city  of  London,  yet  he 
carried  himfelf  with  much  affability  and  feeming  hu- 
mility, *  and  in  all  his  difcourfes  about  the  bufinefs  of 
'  Worctper,  would  feldom  mention  any  thing  of  him- 
'  felf,  but  of  the  gallantry  of  the  officers  and  foldier?, 
,  '  a.nd  gave  (as  was  due)  all  the  glory  of  the  aftion  un- 
lock p-rV*  ^^  ^^d  («)/ But,  if  we  may  believe  Ludlow,  this 

was  meer  afFe6tation.     He  was,  in  reality,  *  fo  much 

*  elevated  with  that  fuccefs,  that  Mr.  Hugh  Peters,  as 
'he  fmce  told  me,  took  fo  much  notice  of  it,  as  to 
'  fay  in  confidence  to  a  friend  upon  the  road,  in  h  s  re- 

*  turn  from  WTrceJier,  that  Cromwell  would  make  him- 
(»)  Vol.  ii.  '  felf  king  (<?).*  Indeed,  very  foon  after  his  return  to 
P'447'        London^  *  he  defired   a  meeting  with  divers  members  of 

'  parliament,  and  fome  chief  officers  of  the  army,  at 

,         '  the  fpeaker's  houfe ;  and  a  great  many  being  there,  he 

'  propofeJ  to  them,  that  now  the  old  King  being  dead, 

*  and  his  fon  being  defeated,  he  held  it  neceflary  to 

*  come  to  a  fettlement  of  the  nation.  And,  in  order 
'  thereunto,  he  had  requefted  this  meeting,  that  they  toge- 

*  ther  might  coniider  and  advife  what  was  fit  to  be  done. 
'  and  to  be  prefented  to  the  parliament.'  The  quef- 
tions  at  this  meicting  were,  in  what  way  this  fettlement 
was  defired,  whether  of  an  abfolute  republick,  or  with 
any  mixture  of  monarchy  ?  .and,  if  the  latter,  in  whom 
that  power  fijould  be  placed  ? *  In  this  conference 

*  the  lawyers  were  generally  for  a  mix'd  monarchical 
'  government,  and  many  were  for  the  Duke  of  Glm- 

*  cijhr  to  be  made  King;   but  Cromwell  ftill  put  ofF  that 

*  debate,  and  came  off  to  fome  other  pomt;  and,  in 
'  conclufion,  after  a  long  debate,  the  company  parted 

*  without  coming  to  any  refult  at  all,  only  Cromwell 

'  dif- 
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upon  by  the   friends  of  the   parliament  as 

bafe 


*  difcovered  by  this  meeting  the  inclinations  of  the  per- 

*  fons  that  fpake,  for  which  he  fiflied,  and,  made  ufe 

*  of  what  he  then  difcerned  (/>).'     Jn  November^  1652,  C/')^*** 
Cromwell  met.  JVhitlock  in  St.  James's  Park,  and  entered  "'^  '^'^* 
into  a  conference  with   him  concerning  the  dangerous 
condition  they  were  then  in,  and  how  to  make    good 

their  ftation,  as  he  exprefled  it. After  taking  notice 

of  the  fadions  and  murmurings  of  the  army,  their  dif- 
tafte  againft  the  parliament,  v/hofe  adtions  he  greatly 
cenfured,  as  well  as  many  of  their  perfons,  and  the 
impoffibility  of  keeping  them  within  the  bounds  of  juf- 
tice,  law,  or  reafon,  as  they  were  the  fupream  power  of 
the  nation,  and  liable  to  no  account  or  controul ;  he 
added,  *  that,  un'.eG  there  be  fome  authority  and  power 

*  fo  full  and  high,  as  to  reftrain  and  keep  things  in  bet- 

*  ter  order,  and   that  may  be  a  check  to  thefe  exorbi- 

*  tances,  it  will  be  impoffible  in  human  reafon  to  pre- 

*  vent  our  ruin.'  Whitlock  fpoke  in  vindication  of  the 
parliament,  as  much,  I  fuppofe,  as  he  thought  he  might 
do  with  fafety,  and  Oliver  refting  unfatisfied,  he  faid, 

*  We  ourfelves  have  acknowledged   them  the  fupream 

*  power,  and  taken  our  commiflions  and  authority  in  " 

*  the  higheft  concernments  from  them,   and  how  to  re- 

*  ftrain  and  curb  them  after  this,  it  will  be  hard  to  find 

*  out  a  way  for  it.*     Hereupon  Cromwell  plainly  afked,i 

*  What  if  a  man  fhould  take  upon  him  to  be  a  king?VI 
One  may,  I  think,  fairly  conclude  from  hence,  that  he|, 
had,  for  fome  time,  thought  of  fuch  a  thing,  and  wa^i'' 
determined  to  be  mafter.  f^hitlcck  gave  him  honeftly 
his  advice  againft  carrying  fuch  a  project  into  execution, 
and  propofed  his  treating  with  the  King  of  Sets  as  the 
fureft  means  to  provide  for  his  own  and  the  nation's 
fafety.  Cromwell  was  not  well  pleafed  with  the  expe- 
dient, as  ff^hitlnk  judged  from  his  countenance  and  car- 
nage, and  therefore  broke  off,  and  went  to  other  com- 

*  pany  (q).     PofHbly  he  was  not  wrong  in  rejecting   the^?)  ^'*"  P- 
.  -propulal The  next  month  the  fcene  began  to  open.  ^^  " 

«  The 
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bafe  and  ingrateful,  though  Oliver  attempted 


to 


:  The  parliament  were  very  bufy  in  debate  of  fevera) 
'  afts  of  parliament  under  confideration^  but  very  little 

*  beir.g  brought  to  efFe<5t  by   them,  the  foldiers  grum- 

*  bled  at  their  delays,  and  there  began  to  be  ill  blood 

*  between   them  ;  the    general  and   his  officers    prefTed 

*  the  putting  a  period  to  their  fitting,  which  they  pro- 
0  wbit.  c  mifed  to  do,  but  were  flow  in  that  I  ufinefs  (r).'  '  And 
^v^P-S5  '  i  Qjrcmwelli  wiih  the  other  iirandees,  now  began  to  af- 

*  fume  to  themlelves  all  the  honour  of  the  palt  actions, 

*  and  of  the  conquefts  by  them  atchieved  ;  fcarce  own- 
'  ing  the  parliament  and  their  affiliance  and  provifion 
'  for  rhem ;  but  taxing   and  cenfuring  the  members  of 

*  parliament  for  injuftice,  andcelay  of  bufirtefs,  and  for 

*  ieeking  to  prolong  their  power,  and  promote  their  pri- 
'  vate  intereft,  and  to  fatisfy  their  own  ambition.  With 
'  the'e  and  many  others  the  like  cenfures  (continues  my 

*  author)  they   endeavoured  to  calumniate   the  parlia- 

*  ment,  and  judge  them  guilty  of  thofe  crimes  whereof 
-*  them.lelves  were  faulty,   not   looking  into   their   own 

*  actions,  nor 'perceiving  their  0'.*n  defaults;  yet  cen- 
'  furing  the  adlions  and   proceedings  of  the  p  rliamerrt 

*  very  opprobrioufly. The  drift  of  C^amwdi  znd  hrs 

*  officers  was  to  put  an  end   to  this  parliament,  which 

*  many  wondered  at,  and  fought  to  difluade  him  from  it 

*  upon  all  opportunities  as  far  as  it  was  thought  conve- 

*  nient,  and  that  they  mighi  not  appear  defir*.  us  to  con- 

*  tinue  their  own   power,    ^nd  fitting   in   parliament, 

*  whereof  they  had  caufe  to  he  fufficientlv  weary.     Nel- 

*  ther  could  it  be  clearly  forefeen,  that  their  defign  was 

*  to  rcut  the  prefent  power,  and  to  fet  up  themfelves  ; 

*  again  A  the  which  they  were  advifed,  as  pull>ng  down 

*  the  foundation  of  their  own   intereft  and  power,  and 

*  the  .way  to  weaken  themfelves,  and  hazard  both  their 

*  caufe   and    perfons.     Yet    ftiil  they  feemed    zealous 

*  upon  their   common  pretences  of  right   and  juflice 

*  and  pubiick  liberty,  to  put  a  period  to  this  parliament, 
*■  and  that,  .{ the  parliament  would  not  (hortiy  do  it  them- 

*  felvesy. 
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^  felves,  that  then  the  foldiers  muft  do  it  (j}.' Ac-  (s)  Whit- 

tordingly,  on  the  7.orh   of  Jpril,   1653,  ^^-^  parliament  ^°'^'^'°"  55^ 
not  having  put  a  period  to  themfelves   immediately,   as 
Cromwellhzd  defined,  he  was  fo enraged  thereat,  '  that  he 

*  commanded  fome  of  the  officers  of  the  army  to  fetch 

*  a  party  of  foldiers,  with   whom    he  marched   to  the 

*  houf*:,  and  led  a  file  of  mufqueteers  in  with  him ;  the 

*  reft  he  placed  at  the   door  of  the  houfc,  and   in  the 

*  lobby  before  it.     In  this  manner  entering  the  houfe, 

*  he,  in  a  furious  manner,  bid  the  fpeaker  leave  his 
«  chair,  told  the  houfe,  that  they  had  fat  lon^  eneughy 
^  unlefs  they  had  done  more  good  \  that  fome  cf  theni  were 
«  whcrc-thfjiers,  lookitig  then  towards  Mr,  Henry  Mar' 

*  tyn   and   Sir  Peter  IVentviirtb.     That  others  of  themi 

*  were  drunkards,  and  fome  corrupt  and   unjuft    men, 

*  and  fcandalous  to  the  profeffioH  of  the  Gofpel,  and 

<  that  it  \<'as  not  fit  they  fhouid  fit  a^  a  parliament  any 

*  longer,  and  defired   them  to  go  away.     The  fpeaker 

*  not  ftirring  from   his  feat,  colonel  Harrifor,  who  fat 

*  near  the  chair,  rofe  up  and  took  him  by  the  arm  to 

*  remove  him   from  his  feat,  which,  when  the  fpeaker 

<  faw,  he  left  the  chair.  Some  of  the  members  rof? 
^  up  to  anfwcr  Cromwell's  fpeech,  butjie  would   fuffer 

*  none  to  fpeak  but  himfelf,  which  he  did  with  fo  much 
'  arrogance   in    himfelf,    and    reproach    to    his  fellov/- 

*  members,  that  fome  of  his    privadoes  were  afhamed 

*  of  it ;  but  he  and  his  officers  and  party  would   have 

*  it  fo  :  and,  among  all  the  parliament  men,  of  whom 

*  many  wore  fwords,  and  would  f ometimes  brag  high, 

*  not  one  man   offered  to  draw  his  fvvord  againft  Crorn- 

*  weH,  or  to  make  the  Icift   refinance  againlt  him;  but 

*  all  of  them  tamely  departed  the  houfe.     He  bid  one 

*  of  the  foldiers  to   take  aivay   that  fool's    bauble,    the 

*  mace;  and  ftaid  himfelf  to  fee  all  the  members  out 
*■  of  the  houfe,  himfelf  the  laft  of  them,  and  then 
'  caufed  the  doors  of  the  houfe  to  be  (hut  up.     Thus 

*  was  this  great  parliament,  which  had  done  fo  great 
'  things,    wholly  at  this  time    routed  by  thofe  whom 

*  they  had  fct  up,  and  that  took  their  commifuons  and 

*  authority   from   them  ;  nor  could  they,  in   the  leall, 

*  juftifv  any  action  they  had    done,    or  one    droo    of 

Y  '  biooJ 
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'  blood   they  had  fpilt,   but  by   this     authority.     Yet 

*  now  the  fervants  rofe  againlt  the  mafters,  and  moft 

*  ingratefully,  and  difingenuoufly,  as  well  as  ralhly  and 

*  imprudently,  they  diflblved  that  power  by  which  them- 
'  felves  were  created  officers  and  foldiers ;  and  now 
'  they  took  what  they  defigned,  all  power  into  their  own 

*  hands.     All  honelt  and  prudent  indifferent  men  were 

*  highly  diilafled  at  this  unworthy  adion.— — Thus  it 
'  pleafed  God,  that  this  a/Tembly,  famous  through  the 

*  world  for  its  undertakings,  ai^ions  and  fuccefles,  hav- 
'  ing  fubdued  ail  their  enemies,  were  themfelves  over- 

*  thrown  and  ruined  by  their  fervants ;  and  thofe  whom 

*  they  had  raifed,  now  pulled  down  their  mafters.     An 

*  example  never  to  be  forgotten,  and  fcarce  to  be  pa- 
.  ^mxr.       *  ralleled   in  any  ftory,  by  which  all  perfons   may  be 

lock.p.  554.  *  inftrudled  how  uncertain  and  fubje<Sl  to  change  all 
and  Ladlow,  «  worldly  affairs  are,  how  apt  to  fall  when  we  think 
vol.11,  p.  ,  ji^gj^  higheft  (/).'  To  the  above  account  from  Mr. 
JVhitlock,  who  is  univerfally  allowed  to  write  impar- 
tially, we  mufl  add  that  Crermvell,  having  interrupted 
the  parliament  in  the  morning,  '  came  in  the  after- 
'  noon  to  the  council  of  flate  (who  were  aflembled  to 
'  do  their  duty  at  the  ufual  place)  accompanied  with 

*  major-general  Lambert  and  colonel  Harrijon^  and    told 

*  them   at  his  entrance.    Gentlemen,  if  you   are    met 

*  here  as  private  perfons,  you  fhall  not  be  diflurbed  j 

*  but  if  as  a  council  of  flate,  this  is  no  place  for  you ; 

*  and  fince  you  can't  but  know  what  was  done  at 
«  the  houfe  in  the  morning,  fo  take  notice,  that  the 
'  parliament  is  diffolved.  To  this  ferjeant  Brad/haw 
'  anfweredj  Sir,  we  have  heard  what  you  did   at  the 

*  houfe  in  the  morning,  and  before  many  hours  all 
'  England Vi'iW  hear  it:  but,  Sir,  you  are  miftaken  to 

*  think  that  the  parliament  is  diflblved  ;  for  no  power 

*  under  heaven  can  diflblve  them  but  themfelves  j  there- 

*  fore  take  you  notice  of  that.     Something  more  was 

*  faid  to  the  fame  purpofe  by  Sir  Arthur  Hafelrig,  Mr. 

*  Love^  and  Mr.  Scot  i  and   then  the  council  of  flate, 
L  dlow  '  perceiving  themfelves  to   be  under  the  fame  violence, 

Vl.  ii.  p.   ' '  departed  («).' 1  here  is  no  account  of  this  re- 

4>i.       ^  markubie  day'i  irania-iions  in  the  Journals.     There  was 

an 
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an  entry  of  fome  kind  or  other  made,  but  it  was  ex- 
jjunged  by  order  of  parliament,  "January  ytlf,  1659.  In 
Mercur'ius  Polhicus,  which  was  publi(hed  by  authority 
at  that  time,  there  is  an  article,  dated  IVeJuninjhr^ 
jfpril  20^  in  the  following   words:    'The  lord  general 

*  delivered  in  parliament  divers  reafons  wherefore  a  pre- 

*  fcnt  period  ftiould  be  put  to  the  fitting  of  this  parlia- 

*  ment;  and  it  was  accordingly  done  j  the  fpeaker  and 

*  the  members  all  departing.  The  grounds  of  which 
'  proceedings  will  (its  probable)  bs  fhortly   made  pub- 

*  lick.'  Writers  of  Gazettes  in  all  ages  and  countries 
are   pretty  much  the  fame. If  the  reader   will  turn 

to  Mr.  Hume,  he  may  fee  this  flory  of  the  diffolution  of  Creat"^^ 
of  the  parliament  highly  embeliiftled  [x).     It  may  well  Britain,  voh 
enoug;h   be  thought   a  tranfadtion  of  this  nature    muft"'P'44« 
have  been  varioufly    cenfured.     The  common  people, 
delighted  with  change,  were  far  enough  from  being  dif-  ' 

pleafed;  the  Cavaliers  and  the  other  Royalifts  with 
pleafure  faw  thofe  men  difplaced  from  that  power  they 
judged  they  had  no  right  to  afTume ;  the  Dutch  were 
in  hopes  of  obtaining  peace  on  better  terms  than  thofe 
fteady  and  refolute  men  ever  would  willingly  have  given 
them;  whilft  the  true  Republicans  could  not  help  cry- 
ing out  on  Cicjiivjell,  who  had  interrupted  the  parlia- 
ment in  their  career  of  glory.  Mr.  IVhiilock's  cenfure 
we  have  juft  feen.     Another   author  thus  exclaims    a- 

gainft  him. *  His  falfenefs  and  ingratitude,  fays  he,. 

'  appeared  fuperlatively  in  turning  out  his  mafters,  who 
'  had   not    only  advanced    him,    but   made  themfelves 

*  more  odious  by   their  partial   affeciion   towards  him, 

*  and  in  his  doing  it  with  the  breach  of  a  pofitive  ne- 
'  gative  oath,  taken  once  a  year,  when  made  a  coun- 
'  fellor  of  ftate,    beades  the  breach    of   all  other   cn- 

*  gagements,  voluntary  imprecations,  proteftations  and 

*  oaths,  taken   frequently   upon    all    occafions  in   dif- 

*  courfe    and    declarations ;     and    yet   further    (when 

*  he  had  turned  them  out,  and  left  them  void  of  pro-  [^^  7!','* 

*  tedtion.  and  cxpofed   them  to  the  fury  of  the  peop'c)  miftake  in      ' 

'  in  purfuing  them  with  falfe   reproachful  declarations,  (Oliver         -j/ 

*  enough  to  have  fiirred  up  the  rude  multitude  to  have  ^''°"?^''""' 

*  definyed    them,  wherever  th-y    had  met  them  (  v).' Lond.' I'eejf, 

Y  ?.  Mr. 
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to  juftify  it,. as  well  as  hisapologiftsfxx).  The 
grounds   and  reafons  of  this  proceeding  be- 
ing 

Mr.  Lud'.ow  talks  much  in  the  fame  ftrain.     CnmivelN 
defence  will  be  found  in  the  following  note. 

(xx)  Oliver  aitemfted  to  jujlify  it,  as  well  as  his  apc- 
logiJh.'\  On  the  twenty- fecond  of  J^prlU  t\7o  <Jays  after 
the  interruption  or  diflo  ution  of  the  parliament,  a  de- 
claration was  publifbed  in  the  name  of  the  lord-gene- 
ral and  his  council  of  officers,  fhewing  the  grounds  and 
reafons  thereof.  In  this  the  negleft  of  the  parliament, 
in  fettling  a  due  liberty  in  referer.ce  both  to  civil  and 
fpiritual  things,  is  lamented,  and  a  defire  of  perpetu- 
ating themfelves  in    the  fupream   government  aflerted. 

*  For  which  purpcfe/  fays  the  general  and  his  officers, 

*  the  corrupt  party  [the  majority]    long  oppofed,  and 

*  frequently  decLred  themfelves   againft  having  a   new 
'  repFefentative  :  end  when   they  faw  themfelves  necef- 

*  fitated  to  take  that  bill   into  confideration,  they  re- 

*  folved  to  make  ufe  of  it  to  recruit   the  houfe  with 

*  perfofis  of  the  fame  fpirit  and  temper :  and  the  better 

*  to  efFtcl   this,  divers   petitions  preparing  from  feveral 

*  counties  for  the  continuance  of  this  parliament  were 

*  encouraged,  if  not  fet  on  foot  by  many  of  them.* 

They  go  on  to  fay,  '  That,  having  a  meeting  with  about 
'  twenty  members  of  parliament,  they  laid  before  them 

*  their  judgment,    that  the  fupream   authority   fhould 
'  be  by  the  parliament  devolved  upon  known  perfons, 

*  men  fearirsg  God,  and  of  approved  integrity,  and  the 

*  government  of  the   commonwealth    committed  unto 

*  them  for  a  time,  as  the  moft  hopeful  way  to  encou- 

*  rage  and  countenance  all  God's  people,  reform  the 

*  law,    and    adminifler  juftice   impartially,'     'J  his,    it 
feems,  found   no  acceptance :  but,  inftead  thereof,  *  it 

*  was  offered,  that  the  way  was  to  continue  (till  this 

*  prefent    parliament,    as   being   that  from  which    we 

*  might  reafonably   expe£l  all  good  things.    .And    this 

*  being  vehemently  infilled  upon,  did  much  confirm  us 
'  in  our  apprehcnfions,  that  not  any  love  to  a  repre- 

'  ientative. 
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ing  publiflied,  they  were  approved  by  the 

chief 


fentative,  but  the  making  ufe  thereof  to  recruit,  and 
(o  perpetuate  themfelves,  was  their  aim.  They  be- 
ing plainly  dealt  with  about  this,  and  told,  that  nei- 
ther the  nation,  the  honefl  intereft,  nor  we  ourfelves, 
would  be  deluded  by  (uch  dealings,  they  did  agree  to 
meet  again  the  next  day  in  the  afternoon  for  mutual 
(atisfaclion,  it  being  confented  to  by  the  members 
prefent,  that  endeavours  fhould  be  ufed,  that  nothing 
in  the  mean  time  fhould  be  done  in  parliament  that 
might  exclude  or  fruftrjte  the  propofals  above  men- 
tioned. Notwithftanding  this,  the  next  morning  the 
parliament  did  make  more  hafte-thanuiual,  in  carrying 
on  their  faid  a£t,  being  helped  on  therein  by  fome  of 
the  perfons  engaged  to  us  the  night  before ;  none  of 
them  which  were  then  prefent  endeavouring  to  op- 
pofe  the  fame  :  and  being  ready  to  put  the  m.ain 
queltion  for  confummating  the  faid  adi,  whereby 
our  aforefaid  propofals  would  have  been  rendered 
void,  and  the  way  of  bringing  them  into  a  fair  and 
full  debate  in  parliament  obftru6ted  ;  for  preventing 
whereof,  and  all  the  fad  and  evil  confequences,  which 
muft,  upon  the  grounds  aforefaid,  have  enfued,  and 
whereby,  at  one  blow,  the  intereft  of  all  honefl: 
men,  and  of  this  g'orious  caufe,  had  been  in  danger 
to  be  laid  in  the  dull,  and  thefe  nations  embroiled 
in  new  troubles,  at  a  time  when  our  enemies  abroad 
are  watching  all  advantages  againlt  us,  and  fome  of 
them  a<£lually  engaged  in  a  war  with  us :  we  have 
been  necefiitated,  though  with  much  reluiRancy,  to 
put  an  end  to  this  parliament;  which  yet  we  have 
done  (we  hope)  out  of  an  honeft  heart,  preferring 
this  caufe  above  our  names,  lives,  families,  or  inte- 
refts,  how  dear  foever ;  with  clear  intentions  and  real 
purpofes  of  heart,  to  call  to  the  government  perfons 
of  approved  fidelity  and  honefl,  believing,  that  as 
none  wife  will  expect  to  gather  grapes  of  thorns,  fo 
good  men  wUl  hope,  that,  if  perfons  fo  c^ualifitd  be 
y  3  ♦  chofcn, 
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chief  officers   in  the    fleet   and   army,    and 

the 


*  chofen,    the    fruits  of   a  juft    and    righteous  rcfor- 

*  mation.  To  long  prayed  and  wiftied  for,  wiU,  by  the 
(a!)Decla-  '  bleffing  of  God,  be  in  due  time  obt  ined,  to  the  re- 
ration  of  the  «  frelhi.'igof  all  thofe  good  hearts  who  have  been  pant- 

^l"^*?""'  '  ing  after  thofe  things  (z).' iVlr.  Mohijhn,  fteward 

London  of  the  houfehold  to  Crjinwell,  a  member  of  his  parlia- 
prned  by  ments,  and  well  acquainted  with  his  a<9:ions,  fpeaking 
anTThomas  of  his  retum  to  London  from  the  vi<9:ory  at  WorceJ^ery 
Bewfter,  adds,  *  He  had  not  long  continued  here,  before  it  w^s 
printers  to  f  ftrongly  impreft  upon  him  by  thofe,  to  whom  he  had 
Ato.^iTJi.    *  "^^    reafon  to  be  utterly  incredulous,  and  lirengthned 

*  by  his  own  obfervaiion,  that  the  perfons  then  cafHed 

*  the  parliament  of  the  commonwealth  of  England^  as 
'  from  whom  he  had  derived  his  authority,  and  by  vir- 
'  tue  whereof  he  had  fought  {o  many  holy  men  in  Scot- 

*  land  into  their  graves,  were  not  fuch  as  were  fpirited 

*  to  carry  the  good  intereft  to  an  end,  wherein  he  and 
'  they  had  jeoparded  all  that  was  of  concern  to  them 

*  in  this    world  ;    ai:d   I  wifh  cordially,  that  there  had 

*  not  been  too  great  aground  for  thofe  allegations.  The 
'  refult  of  them,   after  many  debates  betwixt  the  mem- 

*  bers  then   fitting,  and   the   general,  with  fome  who 

*  joined  with  him,  was  the  diiFolution  of  that  parlia- 
(«)  Thcrr  t  ment  by  a  military  force  fince  called  by  a  folter  word, 
v^n6^.  '  *  interruption  (a).' Thefe  were  the  pleas  in  the  de- 
fence of  the  diflblution  by  thofe  who  had  accompliihed 
it.  Since  this  others  have  taken  up  the  argument,  and 
in  behalf  of  Cnmtvell    obferve,    *  That  the  prefbyte- 

*  rian    party  bcinj    expelled    the  houfe,  the  fmall  re- 

*  maindcr  was  only  a  junto,  which  derived  their  autho- 

*  rity  from  the  power  of  the  fword ;  their  votes  and 
'  a£ts    were  no  farther  laws  than  the  fword  conftrained 

*  obedience  to  them  ;  thev  were  only  continued  in  their 

*  feats    by  Cromwell   for  a   prefent  convtnience ;    and 

*  therefore  as  they  were  only  countenanced  and  fupport- 

*  ed  by  the  power  of  the  fword,  which  was  then  m  the 

*  hands  of  Cr.-Tnwdl,  they  were  to  be  looked  upon  as  no 

*  other 


OLIVER  CROMWELL.  327 

the  general  thereupon  proceeded   to  nomi- 


nate 


*  other  than  a  party  fet  up  by  him,  and  owing  their  au- 
'  thority   to  him.     So  that  when  they  began  to  extend 

*  that  authority  beyond  its  limits,  and  aflumed  to  them- 
'  felves  a  democratical  power  in  oppofition  to  him  from 
'  whom  they  derived  their  fubfiflence,  they  were  rather 

*  rebels  to  Cromwell^  than   Cromwell  to   them  ;  and  as 

*  he  fet  them  up  in  hopes  that  they  might  be  ferviceabie 
'  to  him  for  the  good  of  ti.e  nation,  might  pull  them 
'  down  again,  when  he  faw  them  exceeding  their  com- 

*  miffion.     Now  whether  the  defign  for  the  bringing  of 

*  which  to  pafs,  Crornweil  fixed  them  in  their  feat^i  pro 
'  tempore,  were  good  or  bad,  is  not  the  queliion  :  but 
'  whether  they  who  were  no  lawful  authority,  but  only 
'  ac^ed  under  the  fafeguard  of  another  unlawful  aucho- 

*  lity,  had   power  to  ma)<e  any  act  good  or  evil,  as  it 

*  fuited  with  their  intereit,  or  oppofed  their  defigns. 
'  For  if  they  had   nor,  which  is  molt  probable,  Crom- 

*  well  is   never  a  jot  the  more  impious,  the  more  per- 

*  jured,    the  more   villain,    becaufe  they  call   him  fo. 

*  For  being  a  junto  of  his  own  e; citing,  upon  fuch  and 

*  fuch  confiderations,  he  might  without  any  fear  of  thofe 

*  reproaches,  fend  them  a  grazing  when  he  found  them 

*  deviating  from  thofe  ends  for  which  he   had  fuffered  [b)  Modeft 

*  them  to  keep  their  places  {b)' Mr.  R^^pln  is  an  vinaicauon 

advocate  on  the  fame  fide  of  tne  queftion.     *  The  re^  ?,      '^Ti 

'  publicans,  fays    he,  were  enraged    againjt   Cromwell^  p.  43. 

'  and  deemed  him  the  moft  perfidious  of  men.  This  is 
},'  not  very  ftrange,  fince  he  had  wrefted  from  that  par- 
vf  liament  the  fovereigti  power,  feized  by  thefe  repub- 
■>^  licans  without  any  lawful  authority.  Hut  what  was 
'>  this  parliament  ?  It  was    an  afi'embly  of  independents, 

*  anabaptifts,  fanaticlcs,  enthufialls,    and    others  of  no 

*  religion,  who  under  colour  of  eftablifliing  a  free  com- 

'  monwealth,  held   the    nation   in   fervitude;    who,  to  , 

'  confirm  their  own  authority,  had  treated  their  fellow 
'  members    with    unheard  of    violence,  and  dared    to 
'  embrue  their  hands   in    the  blocd  of  the  late  Kind, 
Y  4  '  ^at 
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nate  a  new  council  of  ftate,  and  to  call  a 

par- 

*  at  a  time  when   he  had  almoft -granted  every  thing 

'  that  was  defired  ;  who,  in    fhort,  were  inciuftrious  to 

'  break  the  union  of  the  church,  to  fubvert  all  religion, 

'  or  introduce  the  moft  ridiculous  and  extravagant  one. 

(t)  Hiftory    '   Was  it  therefore  more  eligible  for  England  to  be  go- 

^'^f "P^p'''  '  verned  by  thefe  men,  than  by  a  Crcmwell  [c)  V     T  hefe 

6oi.  FoV.     things  are  all  eafily  fpoken.     But  whoever  will  confider. 

Lend.  1733.  that  Crcmivell  in  this  airair  was  deftitute  of  the  plea  of 

neceility  and  felf-prefervation  ;  that  he  had  received  very 

great  favours  from,  and   had   actually  fworn  to  be  true 

and  faithful  to  the  commonwealth,  that  he  had  approved 

of  their  actions,  and  zealoufly  concurred  with  them  in 

the  moft  exceptionable  of  them  ;  that  he  charges  them 

not  with  the  ill  things  done,  but  only  fome  good  things 

omitted,  a  charge  to  which  every  government  on  earth 

is,  and  always  will   be  liable :  i  fay,  whoever  confider? 

thefe  things,  and  withal  calls  to   mind  that  they  were 

about  to  pafs  an  a6t  for  their  own  difiolution,  and  for 

(</)  Journal,  the  Calling  and  fettling  of  future  and  fuccefllve   parlia- 

•Ap-  13-       ments   (^),  even  at  the  time  C'omwell  ufed  this  force, 

-^'  will,  I  am  perfuaded,  not  be  over  hafty  m  his  juftifica- 

tion.     Of  this   hcv/ever    the  confiderate  and   unpreiu- 

diced  reader  muft  be  the  judge. 

Mr.  Hatrir.gUn,  after  cenfuring  the  form  of  govern- 
ment of  the  commonwealth,  '  as  an  oligarchy,'  be- 
caufe  it  was  a  '  council  without  a  ballance,'  or  as  he 
befote  exprtfles  it,  '  A  parliament  confifting  of  a  fingle 

*  aflembly  eledicd  by  the  people,  and  invef^ed  with  the 

*  whole  power  of  the  government,  without  any  cove- 
f  nants,  conditions  or  orders  whatfoever  :'  I  fay,  after 
thus  cenfuring  the  form  of  that  government,  proceeds  to 
take  notice  of  its  diflblution  by  'Cromivell  in  the  follow- 
ing termis :  *  I   come   now  to  the  army,  fays    he,  of 

*  which  the  moft  victorious  captain  and  incomparable 
'  patriot  Oiphaus  Megaletor  was  now  general :  who  be- 
'  ing  a  much  greater  mafter  of  that  art,  whereof  I  have 

*  made  a  rough  draught  in  thefe  preliminaries,  had  To 

'fad 
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parliament.     This  was  furnamed  the  Little, 


or 


'  fad  refle6\ions  upon  the  ways  and  proceedings  of  the 
^  parliament,  as  caft  him  upon  books,  and  all  other 
^  means  of  diverfion,  among  which  he  happened  upon 

*  this  place  of  Machiavel :    Thrice  happy   is   that  peo- 

*  pie  which  chances  to  have  a  man  able  to  give  them 

*  fuch  a  government  at  once,  as  without  alteration  may 
f  fecure  them  of  their  liberties  j  feeing  it  is  certain,  that 
»  Lacedtmon^   in  obferving  the  \tiV!%  <ii  Lycurgus,  conii- 

y*  nued  about  eight  hundred  years  without  any  dange- 
j.*  rous  tumult  or  corruption.  My  lord  general  (as  it  is 
t^  faid  of  ThemiftocltSy  that  he  could  not  fleep  tor  the 
^if  glory  obtained  hy  Milt iades  at  the  battle  of  Mara  ho) 
n^  took  fo  new  and  deep  impreffion  at  thefe  words  of  the 
g-*  much  greater  glory  of  Lycurgus,  that  being  on  this  fide 
rf  affaulted  with  the  emulation  of  his  illuftrious  objed:, 

*  on   the  other   with  the   mifery  of  the   nation,  which 

*  feemed  (as  it  were  ruined  by  his  vii^ory)  to  call:  her- 
^  felf  at  his  feet,  he  was  almoft  wholly  deprived  of  his 
^  natural  reft,  until  the  debate  he  had  within  hinifclf 
^  came  to  a  firm  refolution,  that  the  greatefl:  advantages 

*  of  a  commonwealth  are,  firft,  that  the  lej^iflator  fliouid 

*  be  one  man :  and  fecondly,  that  the  government 
'  fhould  be  made  altogether,  or  at  once.     For  the  firfl, 

*  it    is   certain,  faith  Machiavel^  that  a  commonweahh 

*  is  feldom  or   never  well  turned  or  conftituted,  except 

*  it  have   been   the  work  of  one  man  :  for  which  cauic 

*  a  wife  legiflator,  and  one  whofe  mind  is  firmlv  fcr, 
'  not  upon  private  but  the  publick  intercft,  not  upon  his 

*  poflerity   but  upon  his  country,  may  juftly  endeavour 

*  to  get  the  fovereign  power  into  his  own  hands  ;  nor 
'  {hall  any    man  who  is  mafter  of  reafon,  blame  fuch 

*  extraordinary  means  as  in  that  cafe  fhall  be  ncceffary, 

*  the  end  proving  no  other,  than  the  conftitution  o.  a 
'  well  ordered  commonwealth.     'I  he   reafon  of  this  is 

*  demonftrable  ;  for  the  ordinary  mer.ns  not  failing,  the 
'  *  commonwealth  hath  no  need  of  a  legiflator;  but  the 

*  ordinary  means  failing,  there  is  jio  rccourfe  to  be  had 

*  tut 
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or   Prajfegod   Barebone\    parliament    (yv), 

tlie 

(')  ^°"]j^  *  but  to  fuch  as  are  extraordinary  (^).'     This  was  writ- 
of  Oceana,    '^0,   I  fuppofe,   to  ilimulate  CromwelPs   ambition,  and 
p.  49.  Fol.  excite  him  by  the  defire  of  real  glory  to  eftablifh  a  per- 
^°'^' ^^5**  feft  commonwealth,  and  to  *  launch  immediately  forth 
'  into  an  empire  of  laws.'     But  he    had  no  fuch  inten- 
tion as  this,  and  therefore  cannot  be  entitled  to  this  vin- 
dication.    To  come  to  a  conclufion — '.\  hatcver  crime 
the  general  was  guilty  of  in  this   atFair,  it  certainly  was 
a  proof  of  his  fuperior  ability.     For,  as  Dr.  //  arburf^n 
obferves,  *  Cromwell  feemeth  to  be  diftinguifhed   in  the 

*  moft  eminent   manner,  with   regard    to   his  abilities, 

*  from  3II  other  great  ^d  wicked  men,  who  haveover- 

*  turned  the  liberties  of  their  country.     The  times   in 

*  which  others  fucceeded  in  this  attempt,  were    uch  as 

*  faw   the  fpirit   of  liberty  fupprefleJ   and   itifled   by  a 

*  general   luxury   and  venality:  but  CrcmwJl  fubdued 

*  his  country,  when  this  fpirit  was  at  its  height,  by  a 

*  fuccefsful  firuggle  againft  court- oppreffion;  and  while 
(/)Kotrs  '  it  was  conduced  and  fupported  by  a  fet  of  the  greateft 
en  Pope's  t  geniufes  for  government  the  world  ever  faw  {/)* 
Man'  "in  his  ^  ^^^  ^"  '^^^  ^*  hcxe  given  of  the  capacity  of  this  ex- 
"Works,  vol.  traordinary  man !  What  an  eulogium  on  his  mafters 
iii.  p.  89.     whom  he  difplaced,  and  ruled  over  ! 

j-ei!  °  (y^)  ^^  CGnJlitiiied  a  council  of  Jiate,  and  fummched 
BzTthonc's  parliament.]  The  parliament  being  difTolvcd 
by  CromWcil,  no  vifible  power  was  in  being,  but  the 
foldiery.  This  muft  have  been  an  alarming  confidera- 
tion.  To  prevent  the  ill  efFecls  of  it,  a  declaration  was 
fet  forth  in  the  general's  name  in  the  following  words  : 
'  Whereas  the  parliament  being  diflblved,    pcrfons  of 

*  approved  fidelity  and  honefly,  are  (according  to  the 
'  laie  declaration  of  the  22d  of  Wpril  laft)  to  be  called' 

*  from  the  feveral  parts  of  this  commonwealth  to   the 
'  fupream  authority  j  and  although  efiectual  proceedings 

*  are  and  have  been  had  for  perfeding  thefe  refolutions; 

*  yet  fome  convenient   time   being  required   for  the  af- 

*  fembling  of  tbofe  perfons,  it  hath  been  found  necef- 

*  fary 
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the  fubjedl  of  ridicule,  reproach  and  ccnfure, 

from 


<  fary  for  preventing  thefaid  mifchiefs  and  intonvenien- 

*  ces  which    may  arife  in   the  mean-while  to  the  pub- 

*  lick  affairs,  that  a  councel  of  ftate  be  conftituted,  to 

*  take  care  of,  and  intend  the  peace,  fafety  and  prefcnt 

*  management  of   the  affairs  of   this   commonwealth : 

*  which  being  fettled  accordingly,  the   fame  is  hereby 

*  declared  and   publifhed,  to  the  end  all    perfons  may 

*  take   notice  thereof,  and  in  their   feveral  places  and 

*  ftations  demean  themfelves  peaceably,  giving  obedi- 
'  ence  to  the  laws  of  the  nation  as  heretofore :  in  the 
'  exercife    and  adminiflration    whereof,    as  endeavours 

*  fhall  be  ufed,  that  no  oppreffion  or  wrong  be  done  to 
'  the  people,  fo  a  ftricl  account  vyill  be  .required  of  all 

*  fuch  as  (hall  do  any   thing  to  endanger  the  publick  (g)  Mercu. 

*  peace  and  quiet  upon  any   pretence  whatfoever  (^).' "^^^P^'i"- 
This  bears   date  Jpril  70,  1653.     In    this  high   tone  j,^,'    °* 
fpoke  Cromwell^    who  now,    having   all   power  in  his  2410. 
hands,  printed  an  order  for  the  continuance  of  the  af-  ,^x  jj  ^^ 
fefTmentfor  the  payment  of  the  army  and  the  navy  for  157.  (u 
fix  months  (/;),  after  the  rate  of  one  hundred  and  twen-  ^i^^- 

ty  thoufand  pounds  a  month,  and  iffued  out  warrants 
for  feveral  perfons  to  appear  at  IVhitehaU,  and  receive 
from  him  the  fupream  power.  In  the  Journal  of  the 
houfe  of  commons,  July  4th,  1653,  we  have  the  fol- 
lowing account  of  the  calling  this  affcmbly, *  Se- 

*■  veral  letters  having  iffued,  under  the  hand  and  feal  of 

*  the  lord  general,  dire£ted  unto  divers  perfons,  in  this 
'  form  ;    Forafmuch  as,  upon  the  diffolution  cf  the  latfe 

*  parliament,  it  became  neceffary  that  the  peace,  fafety, 
-*  and   good  government  of  this  commonwealth  fhould 

*  be  provided   for ;  in  order  whereunto,  divers  perfons, 

*  fearing  God,  and   of   approved  fidelity  and  honefty, 

*  are  by  myfelf,  with   the  advice  of  my  council  of  of- 

*  ficers,  nominated  ;  to  whom  the  great  charge  and  truffc 

*  of  fo  weighty  affairs  is  to  be  committed  ;  and  having 

*  good  affu ranee  of  the  love   to,  and  courage  for  God, 

*  and  intereft  for  his  caufe,  and  of  the  good  people  df 

*  this 
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from  men  who  knew  little  of  its  real  cha- 

rader, 

*  this  commonwealth  :  I,  Oliver  Cromivell^  captain-ge- 
^  neral  and  commander  in  chief  of  all  the  armies  and 

*  forces  raifed,  and  to  be  raifed  in  this  commonwealth, 

*  do  hereby  fummon  and  require  you 

*  (being  one  of  the  faid  perfons  nominated)  perfonally  to 
^  be   and  appear  at  the   council-chamber  in  IVhitchally 

*  within  the  city  of  Wejlminjier,  upon  the  fourth  day  of 
f  July  next  enfuing  the  date  hereof,  then  and  there  to 
-*  take  upon  you  the  faid  truft,  unto  which  you  are 
^  hereby  called  and  appointed,  to  ferve  as  a  member  for 

*  the  county  of  :  and  hereof  you  are 
'  not  to  fail.  Given  under  my  hand  and  feal  the  iixth 
f  day  oijune^  1653. 

O.  Cromwell. 

*  This  day  there  was  a  great  appearance  of  thofe  per- 

*  fons  (to  whom  the  letters  were  directed)  in  the  coun- 

*  cil-chamber  at  Whitehali;  when  the  lord-general  de- 

*  clared  unto  them  the  grounds  and  end  of  caliingihem  ; 

*  and  delivered  unto  them  an  inftrument,  in  writing  un- 

*  der  his  hand  and  fealj  and  afterwards  left  them.'  In 
the  Mercurius  Politicus  there  is  an  article  from  WhitJjaU 
of  the  fame  date,  in  which  it  is  faid,  '  That  the  gen- 
'  tlemen  that  were  called  to  the  fuprcam  authority,  met, 

*  to  the  number  of  above  one  hundred  and  twenty,  in 
'  the  council-chamber,  and  being  fet  round  about  the 
'  table,  the  lord-general  ftanding  by  the  window  oppo- 
'  fite  to  the  middle  of  the  table,  and  having  as  many 
'  of  the  army  officers  as  the  room  could   well    contain, 

*  on  his  right  hand  and  on  his  left ;  his  lordlhip  made  a, 

*  very  grave,  chriftian    and   reafonable  fpeech,  and  ex- 

*  hortation  to  them  i  wherein  he  briefly  recounted  the 
'  many  great  and  wondrous   mercies   of  God   towarJs 

*  this  nation ; he  fet  forth  alfo  the  progrefs  of  af- 

*  fairs  fmce   the  famous  vidtory  at  Worcejier^  wherein 

*  that  arch-enemy  of  this  nation   was  wholly  fubdued. 

*  He  like  wife  laid,  down  the  adings  of  the  army  there- 

*  upon. 
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raj5ter,  or  cared   not   what   they  faid  about 

it. 


upon,  together  with  the  grounds  and  neceflity  of  their 
diilolving  the  parliament,  which  his  excellency  de-^ 
clared  to  be  for  the  prefervation  of  this  caufe,  and  the 
intereft  of  all  honeft  men  who  have  been  ingaged 
therein.  Moreover  he  very  amply  held  forth  the  clear- 
nefs  of  the  call  given  to  the  prefent  members,  to  talce 
upon  them  the  fupream  authority  ;  and  did  from  the 
Scriptures  exhort  them  to  their  duties,  and  encourage 
them  therein  ;  defiring  that  a  tendernefs  might  be  uf>.d 
towards  all  godly  and  confcientious  perfons,  of  M^hat 
judgment,  or  under  what  form  foever.  Which  beitig 
ended,  his  lordfhip  produced  an  inftrument  under  his 
own  hand  and  feal,  whereby  he  did,  with  the  advice  of 
his  officers,  devolve  and  intruft  the  fupream  authority 
and  government  of  this  commonwealth,  into  the  hands 
of  the  petfons  then  met,  who,  or  any  forty  of  them, 
are  to  be  held  and  acknowledged  the  fupream  autho- 
rity of  the  nation  ;  unto  whom  all  perfons  within  the 
fame,  and  the  territories  thereunto  belonging,  are  tof 
yield  obedience  and  fubjedlion.  And  they  are  not  to 
fit  longer  than  the  third  of  November,  1654.  Three 
months  before  their  diflblution,  they  are  to  make 
choice  of  other  perfons  to  fucceed  them,  who  are  not 
to  fit  longer  than  a  twelvemonth,  but  it  is  left  to 
them  to  take  care  for  a  fucceflion  in  government. 
Which  inftrument  being  delivered  to  the  perfons  afore- 
faid,  his  lordfhip  commended  them    to  the  grnce  of  (')  Metcnri- 

God  (/).' Mr.  Rous  was  called  to  the  chiir  in  "f  ^*'""'"'' 

this  affembly,  and  it  was  *  Refolved  that  fome  members  4553.  And 
of  the  houfe  fhould  be  fent  to  the  lord-general  to  defire  Thurioe, 
him  to  afford  his  prefence  and  affiflance  in  the  houfe,  as  I^»  '"  ^* 
a  member  thereof  j  viz.  Sir  Anthony  AflAey  Cooper,  Sir 
Gilbert    Pichring,    Mr.    Stricklmd^  Colonel   S'dcrh:Tr., 
Mr.  Mayer,   Mr.  Careiu^  Colonel  Benr.et,  Colonel  JoniS, 
And  the  queflion  being  propounded,  that  Major-Gcne- 
ral  Lambert,    Major- General  Harrifon,  Major-GeneVal 
DeJ^ircW}  and  Coi9nel  Thomiinj.n^  be,  and  are  herebv, 

8  called 
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it,— — But    they  foon   religned  the    power 
Ji  back 

called  to  fit  as  members  of  this  houfe;  it  pafled  in  the 

(i)  Journal,  affirmative  {i).' So  oddly  were  the  members  of  this 

parliament  chofen  ! — Mr.  Maldjlone^  fpeaking  concern- 
ing them,  fays,  *  The  lord-general  by   his    authority, 

*  (which  was  but  military)  fummons  one  hundred  per- 
f  fonsoutof  all  parts  of  the  nation  (with  competent  in- 

*  difFerency  and  equality)  to  reprefent  the  nation,  and 

*  invefts  them  with  legiflative  authority.  They  meet 
'  and  accept  it,  alTume  the  title  of  parliament,  and  fit 

*  in   the  houfe  of  commons,  and   enad   fundry  laws  | 

*  but  in  a  fhort  time,  made  it  appear  to  all  confidering 

*  and  unprejudiced   men,    that  they  were  huic  negoth 

*  imparesy  non  ohjiante   their  godlinefs;    of   which  the 

*  more  judicious  of  them  being  fenfible,  contrived    the 

*  matter  fo  as  to  diflblve  themfelves  by  an  act  of  their 
(/)  Thurloc,  c  own,  and  refolve  their  authority,  whence  they  iirft 
76«.''  ***      *  derived   it,  upon   the  general   (/}.*     CromweU's  own 

account  of  the  proceedings  of  thefe  meri  is  (cvciq 
enough,  though  it  be  not  expreffed  in  the  cleareft  man- 
ner.    '  It  was  thought  then,  fays  he,  that  men  of  our 

*  judgment,  that  had  fought  in  the  wars,  and  were  all 
'  of  a  piece  upon  that  account,  why  furely  thefe  men 

*  will  hit  it,  and    them  men  will  do  it  to  the  purpofe 

*  whatever  can  be  defired,  truly  we  did  think,  and  I 
'  did  think  fo,  the  more  to  blame  of,  and  fuch  a  com- 

*  pany   of  men  were   chofe  and  did  proceed  in  action, 

*  and  truly  this  was  the  naked  truth,  that  the  iflue  was 
'  not  anfwerable  to  the  fimplicity  and  honefty  of  the 
'  defign.    What   the  ilTue  of  that  meeting  would  have 

*  been,  and  was  feared,  upon  which  the  fober  men  of 

*  that  meeting  did  withdraw,  anJ  came  and  returned  my 
'  power  as  far  as  th^y  could,  they  did  adluiUy  the  great- 

*  er  part  of  them  into  my  own   hands,  profeffing   and 

*  believing  that  the  iffue  of   that  meeting  would  have 

*  been  the  fubverficn  of  your  laws,  and  of  all  the  liber- 

*  ties  of  this  nation,  the  dcftrudlion  of  the  minifters  of 

*  this  nation.     In  a  word,  the  ccnfufion  of  all  things, 

,  »  and 
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back  into  his  hands,  ahd  thereby  gave  him 


an 


*  and  inftead    of  order,  to  fet  up   the  judicial  law  of 

*  Ahfes,  in    abrogation  of    all  our  adminiftrations,  to 

*  have  been  adminiftred  the  judicial  law  of  Mofes,  pro 

*  hie  y  nuncj  according  to  the  wifdom  of  any  man  that 

'  would   have   interpreted  the   text,  this   way  or   that  }fp,  2^*^  * 

*  way  (w).' Lord  C /arendcn  zffures  us,  *  That  there  1657. 

'  were  amongft  them  divers   of  the  quality  and  degree 

*  of  gentlemen,  and  who  had  eftates,  and  fuch  a  pro- 

*  portion  of  credit  and  reputation,  as  could  confift  with 

*  the  guilt   they  had  contra<Sled.     But  much  the  major 

*  part  of  them  confifted  of  inferiour  perfons,  of  no 
'  quality  or  name,  artificers  of  the  meaneft  trades, 
'  known  only   by  their  gifts  in  praying  and  preaching, 

*  which  was  now  pra<5tifed  by  all  degrees  of  men,  but 
'  fcholars,  throughout  the  kingdom.     In  which  num- 

*  ber,  that  there  may  a  better  judgment  be  made  of 
'  the  reft,  it  will  not  be  amifs  to  name  one,  from  whom 

*  that  parliament  itfelf  was  afterwards  denominated, 
'  who   was  Praife-Gcd  (that    was  his  chriftian  name) 

*  Barebone,  a  leather-feller  in  Fleetjir^t^  from  whom  (he 

*  being  an  eminent  fpeaker  in  ir)  it  was  afterwards  called 
'  Praife-God Barebcne^s  *  parliament.  In  a  word,  they 
.'  were  generally  a  pack  of  weak  fenfelefs  fellows,  fit 

*  only  to  bring  the  name,  and  reputation  of  parliaments,  {»)  Vol.vu 

*  lower  than  it  was  yet  («).'     Mr. //^/zwif  ipeaks   with  P- 4^*' 
like  contempt  of  this  aflembly,  and  is   as  fevere  as  Cla- 
rendon  himfelf  in  his  account  of  their  proceedings.—— 

His   lordfhip   afterwards  adds,    *  And    thefe  men  thus 

*  Sir  Anthony  Afliley  Cooper  was  much  more  eminent  and  aftive  ;  3s 
appears  from  the  journals.  From  his  tranfaftions  in  this  and  Crom- 
welTs   after  parliaments,  Dryden  took  occafion   to  charadlerize  him  in 

*  ilis  early  years  as 

A  verTiin,  wriggling  in  th'  ufurper's  ear  ; 

Bart'ring  his  venal  wit  for  fumr.  of  gold, 

He  cart  himfelf  into  the  faint-like  mould; 

Groan'd,  figh'd  and  pray'd,  while  godlinefs  was  gain  5 

The  laudeft  bagpipe  of  the  fcjueaking  tra;n.  Mzx>ai^ 

'  brouglit 
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an   opportunity   of  a/Tuming  and  cxercifm^ 

the 


*  brought  together,  continued  in  this  capacity  near  fm 

*  months,    to   the  amazement,  and  even  mirth  of  the 

*  people.  In  which  time  they  never  entered  into  any* 
<  grave  and  ferious  debate,  that  might  tend  to  any  fet- 
'  tlement,  but  generally  exprefled  great  ftiarpnefs  againfl? 

*  all   learning,  out   of  which  they  thought  the   clergy* 

*  had   grown,  and  ftill  would  grow.     There  were  now 

*  no  bifliops   for  them  to  be  angry  with;  they  had  al- 

*  ready  reduced  all  that  order  to  the  loweft  diftrefs. 
'  But  their  quarrel  was  againfl:  all  who  had  called  them- 

*  felves   minifters,    and  who,    by  being  called   fo,  re- 

*  ceived  tythes,  and  refpe^l  from  their  neighbours. 
'  They  looked  upon  the  function  itfelf  to  be  antichri- 

*  ftian,  and  the  perfons  to  be  burthenfome  to  the  peo- 
'  pie,  and  the  requiring  and  payment   of  tythes  to  be 

*  abfolute  yudat/m,  and  they  thought  fit  they  fhould  be 

*  abolilhed  together ;  and  that   there  might  not  for  the 

*  time  to  come  be  any  race  of  people   who  might  re- 

*  vive^thofe  pretences,  they  propofed  that  all  lands  be- 

*  longing  to  the  Oniverfities,  and  colleges  in  thofe  uni- 
'  verfities,  might  be  fold,  and  the  monies  that  Ihould 

*  arife  thereby,  be  difpofed  for  the  publick  fervice,  and 
(p)  Vol.  \i.  '  to  eafe  the  people  from  the  payment  of  taxes  and  con- 
p.  484.        <  tributions  {0).'     This  is  very  virulent  asufual;  and  as 

ufual  has  a  great  mixture  of  falfhood.  Mzny  of  Crom^ 
ti'eirs  after  councellors  were  in  this  affembiy,  fuch  as 
Sir  Anthony  JJhley  Caliper,  Mr.  Strickland^  ^\x- Charles 
Wcljely:  many  of  the  chief  officers  of  the  army  and 
navy,  as  Blake^  Monche^  Montagu^  afterwards  Earl  of 
Sandwich^  befldes  the  general  and  other  officers  men- 
tioned above.  What  mirth  they  afforded  I  know  not. 
They  were  treated  as  the  fupream  authority  of  the  na- 
tion, and  had  the  moft  humble  applications  made  to 
them  from  the  chief  cavaliers,  fuch  as  the  Earl  of  TVor- 
cefier,  the  Earl  and  Countefs  of  Derby^  the  Lord  Manf- 
f.eldy  the  Earl  of  Shreit/bury,  and  many  other*,  whofe 
-  petitions  are  mentioned  in  the  Journals  j  not  to  take 
■   •  nj.i^e 
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the  luprcam  power  of  the  nation,  undt^r  the 


title 


notice  of  their  being  folemnly  addreflcd  to  by  fovereign 
princes,  and  their  fending  ambafTadors  abroad  :  whether 
they  tver  entered  into  any  grave  or  feiious  debate  which 
might  tend  to  a  fettlement,  the  reader  will  be  able  to 
judge,  when  he  is  informed,  that  for  the  right  ordering 
and  fettling  o(  the  bufinefs  of  the  houfe,  they  appointed 
committees  for  the  affairs  of  heLind  and  Scotlay^d'y 
for  the  law  ;  the  army  ;  for  infpe61ing  the  treafuries, 
atid  regulating  of  officers  and  falaries  j  for  the  bufnicfs 
of  trade  and  corporations  j  for  the  poor,  and  regulating 
commiffions  of  the  peace;  for  confidering  of  public 
debts,  and  to  receive  accufations  of  bribery,  public 
frauds,  and  breach  of  public  truft  ;and  for  the  advancement  f/*)  JoumaT, 
of  learnr g  (p).  And  whoever  will  look  into  their  jour-  \^.  ^  '^* 
na!s  will  find  that  they  were  employed  about  points  of 
the  higheft  national  concernment,  fuch  as  the  abolifli- 
ing  the  court  of  chancery  on  account  of  its  expenfive- 
nels  and  delays  ;  the  forming  a  new  body  of  the  law; 
the  uniting  Scotland  with  England,  regulating  mar- 
riages, and  vetting  the  folemnization  and  cognizance  of 
them  in  the  civil  magiftrate:  too-ether  with  other  things 

T  ^ 

of  moment.  It  no  way  appears  that  they  intended  to 
fet  up  the  judicial  law  of  Mofes,  or  fell  the  lands  be- 
longing to  the  univerfities,  and  therefore  the  imputa- 
tion ot  fuch  intentions  to  them,  muft  be  deemed  un- 
juft  and  abufive.  Tythes  *  from  the  beginning  had  en- 
g<!ged  their  attention ;  but  that  they  had  no  defign  to 
aboiiHi  them,  is  plain  from  the  following  report  made" 
by  Mr.  Sadler^  a  few  days  before  their  tclignation,  from 
tne  committee  for  tythes  Refolved,  *  That  it  be 

*  In  the  manufcript,  belonging  formerly  to  colonel  Saunders,  quoted  ia 
note(£s),  it  is  propofed,  '  That  tythes  be  wholly  taken  away,  the  p». 

*  rifhicners  from  whom  tliey  are  due,  paying  in  licu  thrrccf  to  the  ftate 
'  where  ihey  are  not  appropriate,  and  to  the  owners  where  thev  are, 
«  moderate  and  certain  rent-charge  out  of  their  lands :  the  minifters  to 

•  be  maintained,  either  by  the  voluntary  contributions   r.f  fuch  as  dcfire 

*  to  hear  them,  or  elfe  by  fome  fettled  penfions  ou,  of  the  public  trea- 

•  fury.* 

Z  *  pre- 
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*  prefented  to  the  patliatnent,  that  all  fuch  as  are  or 

*  fhall  be  approved  for  publick  preachers  of  the  Gofpel 
'  in  the  publick  meeting  places,  fhall  have  and  enjoy 
«  the  maintenance  already  fettled  by  law  ;  and  fuch 
'  other  encouragement,  as  the  parliament  hath  already 

*  appointed,  or  hereafter  (hall  appoint:  and  that  where 

*  any  fcruple  payment  of  tythes,  the  three  next  juf- 
«  tices  qf  the  peace,  or  two  of  them,  (hall,  upon  com- 

*  plaint,  call  the  parties  concerned  before  them  ;  and, 

*  by  the  oaths  of  lawful  witnefies,  (hall  duly  apportion 
'  the  value  of  the  faid  tythes,  to  be  paid  either  in  mo- 
'  ncy,  or  land  by  them  to  be  fet  out  according  to  the 

*  faid  value,  to  be  held  and  enjoyed  by  him  that  was 
'  to  have  the  faid  tythes :  and  in  cafe  fuch  apportioned 

*  value  be  not  duly  paid,  or  enjoyed,  according  to  the 

*  order  of  the  faid  juftices,  the  tythes  ftiall  be  paid  in 
'  kind,  and  (hall  be  recovered  in  any  court  of  record, 
'  Upon  hearing  and  confiderir.g  what  hath  been  ofFer- 

*  ed  to  this  d  mmittee  touching  propriety  in  tythes  of 

*  incumbents,  reflors,  pofl'efibrs  of  donatives,  or  pro- 
'  priate  tythes,  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  and 

(y)  Journal,  <  refolved  to  be  fo  reported  to  the  parliament,  that  the 
^"-  *»       «  faid  perfons  have  a  legal  propriety  in  tythes  {q).'     So 
^^'  that  a  regulation  in  tythes  we  fee   was  the  thing  intend- 

ed, which  yet  raifed  a  clamour  againft,  and  fixed  a  cha- 
raclcr  on   this   parliament,  as  enemies  to  the  miniftry, 
to  learning,  and  every  thing  valuab'e  in  fociety.     "Such 
is  the  hatred  of  ecclefiaftics  againft  all  who  would  reform 
their  laws  and  cuftoms,  however  unjuil   and  tyrannical. 
'Tis  not  forgotten  how  zealous  thele  men  were  againft 
the  Quakers  tythe  bill  in  the  year  i  736.     A  bill  founded 
(r)  Anfwer    Oil  ftri(3:  juftice  and  perfe(5l  equity,  and  oppofed  through 
*o*^'^°"",- intereft,  prejudice,  or  worfe  views,  as  was   then  (hewn. 
Plea  agatnft  to  a  dcmonftration,  in  one  of  the  beft  written  tracts  of 

the  Quakers  the  age,  by   Lord  Hervey  (r). The  parliament  foon 

TythcBiU,  ^j-fj.f  refigned  ^ack  their  power  into  the  hands  of  Crom- 
1716.    '     w^^.     The   account  given  of  it  in  the  Journals  is  as 
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follows:  Moml'jy,  j  2th  of  December^  ^^S3-  *  ^^  ^^" 
'  inw  moved  in  the  hpufe  this  day,  that  the  fitting  of 
«  this  parliament   any  longer,  as  now  conftituted,  will 

*  not  be  for  the  good  of  the  commonwealth  j  and  that 

*  therefore   it  was  requifite   to  deliver  up  unto  the  lord 

*  General    Cromweil  the     powers    which    they   received 

*  from  him  ;  and  that  motion  being  feconded  by  feveral 
'  other  members ;  the  houfe  rofe :  and  the  Speaker,  with 

*  many  of  the  members  of  the  houfe,  departed  out  of 

*  the  houfe  to  Whitehall \  where  they,  being  the  greater 

*  number  of  the  members  fitting  in  parliament,  did,  by 

*  a  writing   under  their  hands,  re'fign  unto   his  excel- 

*  lency  their  faid  powers :  and   Mr.   Speaker,  attended 

*  with  the  members,  did  prefent  the  fame  to  his  excel- 

*  lency,  accordingly.'  The  following  extract  from  a 
letter  of  Bu[fy  Manjel,  Efq;  one  of  the  members  of  this 
parliament,  to  his  brother  Edward Prit^hard,  Efq;  will 
give  u<  a  clearer  idea  of  this  affair.     *  Since  I  writ  my 

*  laft  to  you,  and  feme  days  before,  wee  were  about  a 

*  report  from   the  committee   of  tieths,  about  fending 

*  commiiiioners   to  the    feveral   circuits  to  caft  out  all 

*  that  they  judged  to  be  unfit  to  be   minifters,  and  to 

*  put  in  all  they  judged  to  be  fit  upon  the  laft  day  of 

*  the  weeke,  I  his  power  and  its  appurtenances  came 
'  to  the  queffion,  and  it  was  carried  in  the  negative. 
'    Hereupon  thofe   gentlemen,  that  were  for  the  report, 

*  came  fooner  than  their  ufual  bower  upon  Munday  td 
'  the  houfe,  and  there  fpoke  of  the  unlikelihood  of  do- 

*  inw  good,  and    inftanced  in   feveral  things,  that  they 

*  judged  evill,  that  was  don;  and  therefore  defired  that 

*  th'^v  would  goe,  and  rcturne  that  power  they  had  from 
'  whence  they  received  it ;  and  thereupon  about  forty, 

*  and  the  Speaker  went  to  the  generall,  and  did  ac- 
'  cordingly.     Twenty  feven  ftayed  in  the  houfe  a  little 

*  time  fpeaking  to  one  another,  and  going  to  fpeak  to 

*  the  Lord  in  prayer,  coll.   Goff  and  liet    coll.  JVhita 

*  came  into  the  b«ufe,  and  defired  them  that  were  there 

Z  2  'to 
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The  grounds  and  reafons  of  this   new  fettle- 

ment 


(j)  Thurloe, 
vol.  i.  p. 
637. 


'  to  come  out.  Some  anfwered,  that  they  were  there 
*  by  a  call  from  the  generall,  and  would  not  come  out 
'  by  their  defire.  unlefs  they  had  a  command  from  him. 
'  They  returned  noe  anfwer,  but  went  out,  and  fetched 
'  two  files  of  m'ufquetiers,  and  did  as  good  as  force  them 

'  out;  amongft  whom  I  was  an  unworthy  one  (s).' 

Ludlow,  fpeaking  of  this  refignation,  attributes  it  to 
the  ambition  and  artifice  of  Cromwell  in  the  following 
words;  '  The  perfidious  Crcmu:eil  having  forgot  his 
moft  folemn  profeflions  and  former  vows,  as  well  as 
the  blood  and  treafure  that  had  been  fpent  in  this  con- 
teft,  thought  it  high  time  to  take  ofF  the  mafque,  and 
refolved  to  facrifice  all  our  victories  and  deliverances 
to  his  pride  and  ambition,  under  colour  of  taking 
upon  him  the  ofHce  as  it  were  of  a  high  conftable, 
in  order  to  keep  the  peace  of  the  nation,  and  to  re- 
ftrain  men  from  cutting  one  another's  throats.  One 
difficulty  yet  remained  toobftruft  his  defign,  and  that 
was  the  convention,  which  he  had  aflembled  and  in- 
vpfted  with  power,  as  well  as  earneftly  follicited  to  re- 
form the  lavs:,  and  reduce  the  c  ergy  to  a  jnore  evan- 
gelical conftitution.  And  having  fufficiently  alarmed 
thofe  interefts,  and  (bown  them  their  danger  from  the 
convention,  he  informs  them  farther,  that  they  can- 
not be  ignorant  of  the  confufion  that  all  things  are 
brought  into  by  the  immoderate  zeal  of  thofe  in  au- 
thority, and  to  what  extremities  matters  might  be  re- 
duced, if  permitted  to  go  on  ;  poflibly,  faid  he,  to 
the  utter  extirpation  of  law  and  gofpel  from  amongft 
us ;  and  therefore  advifed  that  they  would  join  their 
intereft?  to  his,  in  order  to  prevent  this  inundation. 
His  propofition  was  readily  embraced  by  the  corrupt 
part  of  the  lawyers  and  clergy,  and  fo  he  became  their 
prote<Slor,  and  they  the  humble  fupporters  of  his  ty- 
ranny. But  that  his  ufurpation  might  feem  Icfs  hor- 
rid, he  (o  contrived  it  by  his  inftruments,  that  fome 
of  the  convemion   mufl  openly  manifefl  their  difap- 

*  pro- 
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'  probation  of  their  own  proceedings,  and  under  divers 

'  fpecious  pretences  put  a  period  to  their  fitting  (/).' (')  ^°'-  "• 

*  When  the  inftrument  of  refignation   figned   as   above  ^"*'"' 

*  mentioned   in  the  journal,  was  brought   to  Crcmivellf 

*  'tis  faid  h    lifted  :jp  his  eyes  with  aftonifhment ;  and, 

*  with  no  lei's  feeming  modefty  refufeu  to  receive  it; 

*  but,  at  length,  through  the  importunity  of  maior-ge- 

*  neral  Lsm'c't  and  others,  reprefenting  to  him  that  the 
'  welfare  of  the  natioii  abfolutely  required  his  acceptance 

*  of  the  parliament  s  refignation,  he  thought  fit  to  com- 

'  ply  with  their  requeft.' Cr;»ix^.7  indeed  in  a  fpeech 

made  to  tht;  enfuing  psiTWamem,' Se.' tember  12,  1654, 
pofitively  affirms  in  the    moft  folemn  manner,  '  That  («)  Parlia- 

*  he  was  fo  far  from  having  any  hand  in  this  proiect,  ?!^^^^^    , 

.      L        L  i_r  1  ii  ^       L      J   r  11     1   'Hiftory,  vol. 

*  that  he  was  an  abiolute  Itranger  to  the  delign,  tul  the  xx.  p  244. 

*  Speaker,  with  the  major  part  of  the  houfe,  came  to '"  this  vol. 

'  him  with  the  inflrument  of  their  refignation  fu).' ts  thecom- 

For  my  own  parr,  I  much  doubt  of  the  flri(5t  truth  of  count  of  this 
this       Can  it  be  fuppofed  that  his  creatures  and  favou-  l^arliament 
rites  would  have  ventured  on   fuch  a  thing  without  be- "'*"'' 
ing   fatisfied   of  his   approbation  ?  Or  that  the  officers 

would  have  dared  to  bring  in  a  file  of  mufquetiers,  and 
in  a  manner  force  the  non-refigners  out  of  the  houfe, 
if  they  had  not  been  well  afTured  that  it  would  be  ac- 
ceptable to  him  ' But   be   this  as  it  may,  the  lord     \  ' 

general   having  the   power  of  the  nation  thus  form-ally     11 
refigned  up  into  his  hands,  he  embraced  theopportunity  of     ji 
exercifing  it  in  his  own  name,  in  order  to  prcferve  th^      v 
peace  and  fecure  the  laws  and  religion  of  the  nation  as 
he  profefled,  though  poffibly  the  luft  of  fway  might  have 
fome  fmall  influence  on  his  determination  *. 

(zz;  The  grounds  and  reajom  of  th:S  r.euo  ffttkment  de- 
ferve atteniion.]     CromivJl  having  accepted  the  parlia- 
Z  3  meat's 

•  Mr.  Hume,  in  order  I  fuppofe  to  divert  rJie  readers,  on  mcjjtioniVjg 
Praife  God  Barebone,  has  informed  them,   that  *  It  was  ufnal   for  tha 

*  pj:e^en«kd  Saints  at  this  time  to  change  their  nair,es  from  Henry,  £d- 

'  ward. 
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curious  reader.     But  how  blameworthy  foe- 


vcr 


mentis  inftrument  of  rcfignation,  called  a  council  of  of- 
ficers and  others,  who  after  feveral  days  confultation, 
lefolved  that  a  council  (bouid  be  named,  to  confiil  not 
of  more  than  21,  nor  Icfs  than  13  perfons,  and  that  the 
general  (houid  be  chofen  lord  protccior  of  tl;e  three  na- 
tions. On  the  16th  of  Decithher,  1653,  Oliver  with 
great  pomp  was  inaugurated  in  IVfflnvrJifr-.Hchl,  after 
having  firft  folemnly  fworn  to  an  indrument  of  govern- 
ment prepared  by  his  council,  and  others.  It  is  well 
drawn,  and  fbcws  much  judgment.  By  it  t'  e  fupream 
legiflative  authority  of  the,  commonwealth  was  placed  in 
one  perfon,  and  the  people  alumbled  in  parliament  j 
but  the  executive  was  to  be  in  the  lord  prc;te(Sof,  af- 
fifted  with  a  council,  who  flioulJ  difpofe  of  all  magif- 
tracy  and  honor,  and  have  the  power  of  pard  ns  and 
benefit  of  forfeitures.  In  him  likewife,  with  confent  of 
parliament  when  fitting,  was  veiled  the  power  of  the 
militia,  and  forces  by  fea  and  land,  as  well  as  the  pre- 
rogative of  making  war  and  peace.  So  that  C'ffOTTt(fi7, 
who  by  this  inftrument  was  conftituted  lord  prote^or, 
-was  in  a  manner  vefted  with  the  old  real  rights  of  the 
Engiijb  Kings,  and  had  the  authority  conferred  on  him. 
But  that  provifion  might  be  made  for  the  people,  and 
their  benefit  and  advantage  confulted,  it  was  declared. 


*  ward,    Anthony,  -WillianB,  whkb  they  regardH  as  Ksat!^«Rifli,  into 

*  othcn  more  fan^fied  and  godly :  e->  en  t&e  new  Tefiament  names  James, 

*  And'cw,  &c.  were  not  beld  in  fuch  rcgatd  as  tboie  iwrrowed  from  the 
<  Old  TcfUicent,    Hczekiah,   Habbakok,  Jofiraa,   Zorobabel.      Some- 

*  times  a  who]e  tooly  fentence  was  adcpted  for  a  naire,'  In  pioof  of  this 
be  gires  a  lift  of  names  of  a  jory  in  the  county  of  Sultex  about  this  time, 
on  the  authority  of  one  Bn>me,  an  obfeure  and  incoofideraUe  writer. 
This  gentlacan,  howerer,  ihould  bare  known  thai  this  pra^ice,  (not 
of  changing  their  names,  as  he  fuppofes,  but  of  giving   fandified  and 

,  SP^y  oi^n  to  their  children)  how  ridxalous  foerer,  was  in  nlie  longbc- 

,  ™  lore  theie  times  j  and  alfo  that  it  was  not  more  common  then,  than  it 

deo  s  Re-       j^^^  before  been.     Cambden  •  would  have  informed  him  of  the  one,  and 

majns,  p.      jj,^.  ^^^  variety  of  litfs  of  names  ftill  remaining  in  Thuiioc,  Scobd,  and 

f*'  ^"'fi,     ^^^  colfcaon,  cf  the  other, 


lMai.lfa^, 


That 
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ver  the  protedlor  might  have  been  in  the  ac- 

quiiition 

*  That  the  kws  fhould  not  be  altered,  fufpended,  ahro-    !^\\J)  v/'I^N 


gated,  or  repealed,  or   any  new  law  made,  nor  any 
tax,  charge,  or  impofition  laid  upon  the  people,  but 

*  by  common  confent  in  parliament.'  Triennial  par- 
liaments were  alfo  ordained  ;  a  new  reprefentative,  in 
proportion  to  the  contributions  of  the  refpedlive  coun- 
ties towards  the  public  expence,  to  the  number 
of  400,  together  with  30  for  Scotland^  and  the  like 
number  for  Ireland^  enadted  ;  and  bills  pafled  in  parlia- 
ment declared  to  have  the  force  of  laws,  twenty  days 
after  they  fhould  be  offered  to  the  protedlor,  .though 
his  aflent  was  refufed.  Thefe  and  many  other  particu- 
lars in  favour  of  the  people,  are  to  be  found  in  the  in- 
ftrument  of  government,  by  which  it  plainly  appears 
that  defpotifm  was  far  enough  from  being  the  intention 
of  Cromivdl  and  his  oiBcers.  It  muft  not  be  omitted, 
that  '  A  conftant  yearly  revenue  was  ordained  to  be 
'  raifed  for  maintaining  io,coo  horfe,  and  20,000  foot 

*  in  England,  Scoiland  and  Ireland,  for  the  defence  and 

*  the  fecurity  thereof,  and  alfo  for  a  convenient  number 

*  of  (hips  for  guhrJing  of  the  feas;  befides  200,000/. 
'  per  annum,  for  defraying  the  other  neceflary  charges  of 

*  adminiftration   of  juftice,  and    other  expences  of  the 

*  government ;  which  revenue  was  to  be  raifed  by  the 
'  cuftoms,  and   fuch    other  ways  and  means,  as  fhould 

*  be  agreed  upon  by  the  lord  proteilor  and  the  council, 
'  and  was  not  to  be  taken  away  or  diminifhed,  nor  the 

<  way  agreed  upo  1  for  raifing  the  fame  altered,  but  by 

*  the  confent  of  the  lord  protc^or  and  the  parliament. 

*  He  was  inyefted   alfo  with  a  power,  till  the  meeting 

<  of  the  firft    parliament,  to  raife    money  for  the  pur- 

*  pofes  aforefaid  ;  and  alfo  to  make  laws  and  ordinances 
'  for  the  peace  and  welfare  of  thefe  nations,  where  it 
'  fhould  be  nccelTaryj  which  fliould  be  binding  and  in 

*  force,  until  order  fhould  be  taken  in  parliament  con- 

*  cerning  the  fame.' 

Z  4  On 
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quifition   of  his   high. office j  or  how  wick- 
edly 

On  Cromwelfs  death,  a  prote^or  was  to  be  elected 

by  the  coiKicil. This  was  a  bait  for  the  grandees  *. 

it  may  well  enough  be  thought  fuch  a   change  in 

the  government  as  this  could  not  happen  without  cen- 
fure.  The  army  party  were,  for  the  molt  parr,  ad- 
dicted to  a  commonwealth,  and  many  of  the  mod  able 
rt'cn  in  the  nation  were  of  the  fame  judement.  Thefe 
thought  they  had  in  vain  abolifhed  kingfhip,  if  one  man 
muft  rule  over  them  under  vvhat  name  or  title  fotver, 
and  they  could  not  without  indignation,  bthold  a  man 
fo  greatly  elevated  above  ihem,  whom  they  had  ("o  lately 
feen  thdr  equal  or  inferiour.  Nor  did  they  refrain  afic- 
ing  who  made  him  protestor?  or  what  right  he  had  to 
ihefupream  povi'er  ?  It  was  to  thefe  kind  of  men  Crom- 
well endeavoured  to  juftify  himfelf,  and  thereby  to  foften 
tiieir  prejudices,  and  obtain  their  concurrence  in  his 
views  for  his  own  and  the  nation's  glory.  See  with  what 
art  he  talks  to  them  in  the  following  pafTigcs *  I  re- 

*  ceived  this  refignation  [the  late  parliament's]  fays  he, 

*  having  formerly  ufed  my  endeavours  and  perfuafions  in 

*  keep    them  logether ;    obferving   their  difterences,    I 

*  thought  i:  m.v  duty  to  give  advice  to  them,  that  fo  I 

*  might  prtviii!  with  them  for  union:  but  it  had  the  ef- 

*  feet  i  told  you,  and  I  had  my  difappointment^  When 
'  th:s  was  io,  wc  were  exceedingly  to  fetk  how  to  fettle 

*  things  for  the  future.     My  power  again,  by  this  re- 

*  liixnation,  was  as  boundlcfi  and  unlimited  as  before  ; 

*  all  things   being  fubjec^ed  to  arbitrarinefs,  and  myfelf 

*  a  perfon  having  power  over  the  three  nations,  bound- 

*  Icfly  and  unlimited ;  and  upon  the  matter,  all  govern- 

*  ment  diiFoived,  all  civil  adminiftrations  at  an  end,  as 

*  will  be  prefenily  made  appear.     The  gentlemen  that 


•  But  when  Oliver's  fovereignty  was  more  firmly  eftablifhed,  we  find 
?  jn  th?  humble  petition  and  advice  ci"  the  parliament  in   1656,  the  power 

•  ot  appointing  and  declaring  a  perfoo   to  fucceed  in  thfe  government,  was 

.  invsficd  in  iiimfclt  aion^. 
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edly  foever  he  acquired  it,    (for  his  admlr- 
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ers 


undertook  to  frame  this  government,  did  confult  di- 
vers days  together  (they  being  of  known  integrity  and 
abiliiy)  how  to  fiame  fomew!  ^t  that  might  give  us 
fcttlement ;  and  they  did  fo:  and  that  I  was  not  privy 
to  their  councils,  they  know  it.  When  they  had  fi- 
niflitd  their  model  in  fome  meafure,  or  made  a  very 
good  preparation  of  it,  it  became  communicative. 
They  told  me,  that  except  I  would  undertake  the  go- 
vernment, they  thought  things  would  hardly  come  to 
a  compofure  and  fettiement ;  but  blood  and  confuiloa 
would  break  in  upon  us.  I  denied  it  again  and  again, 
as  God  and  thofc  perfons  know  ;  not  complimenting- 
ly,  as  they  alfo  know,  and  as  God  knows.  I  confefs, 
after  many  arguments,  and  after  the  letting  of  me 
know  that  I  did  not  receive  any  thing  that  put  me 
into  any  higher  capacity  than  I  was  in  before ;  but 
that  it  limited  me,  and  bound  my  hands  to  a6t  nothing 
to  .the  prejudice  of  thofe  nations,  without  confent  of 
a  council,  untJ  the  parliament,  and  then  limited  by 
the  parliament,  as  the  a£t  of  government  exprefleth, 
I  did  accept  it.  I  might  repeat  this  again  to  you,  if 
it  were  needful  ;  but  I  think  I  need  not.  I  was  ar- 
bitrary in  power,  having  the  armies  in  the  three  na- 
t-ions  under  my  command;  and  truly  not  very  ill  be- 
loved by  them,  nor  very  ill  beloved  then  by  the  peo- 
ple, by  the  good  people  ;  and  I  believe  I  fhould  have 
been  more,  if  they  had  known  the  truth,  as  things 
were  before  God,  and  in  themfelves,  and  before  di- 
vers of  thofe  gentlemen  whom  I  but  now  mentioned 
unto  you.  1  did  at  the  intreaty  of  divers  perfons  of 
honour  and  quality,  at  the  intreaty  of  very  many  of 
the  chief  officers  of"  the  army  then  prefent,  and  at  their 
requeft,  I  did  accept  of  the  p'ace  and  title  of  protec- 
tor J  and  was  in  the  prefence  of  the  commiflioners  of 
the  great  feal,  the  judges,  the  lord  mayor  and  alder- 
mtri  of  the  city  of  London  ;  the  foldiery,  divers  gen- 
tkmen,  citizens,  and  divers  other  people  and  perfons 

'  of 
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crs  confefs  he  had   faults,  and  pretend  not 

wholly 

*  of   quality,    ^c.   accompanied  to  Trf/Im'njler  Hall, 

*  where  I  took  my  oath  to  this  government.     This  was 

*  not  donein  a  cofner;  it  was  open  and  publick.     Ibis 

*  government  hath  been  exercifed  by  a  counci},  wkh  a 
'  defirc  X.<i  be  faithful  \v\  all  things;  and,  amongft  other 

'  truiia,  to  be  faithful    in  calhng  this  parliament 

'  This  is  a  narrative  that  difcovers  to  you  the.feries  of 

inentary*^  '  providence,  and  of  tranfadions  leading  me  into  this 
Hiftcry,vc!.  *  Condition  wherein  I  now  ftand  (*)/  In  another  of 
*»•  P-  355-   his  fpeecbcs,  he  declares,  '  He  undertook  the  protee- 

*;  torfhip,  not  fo  much  out  of  hope  of  doing  any  good, 
{y )  Speech  *  «  out  of  a  defire  to  prevent  mifchief  and  evil ;  and 
at  White-  *  \^  contpares  bis  ftation  to  that  of  a  good  conftable, 
iLiS';-'      '  *"  ^^^P  ^^  peace  of  the  parifb  {y). This  renders 

probabJe  what  Burnet  relates  conceraing  his  fpeeches  to 
__- — '      the  republican enthufiafts,  with  whom  he  had  been  clofe'y 

connected,  and  of  whom  he  had  availed  himfelf  in  his 

?ife  to'grcatnefs. — '  It  was  no  eafy  thing,    fays  he,  for 

*  Cromivell  to  fatisfy  thofe,  when   he  took  the  power 

*  into  his  own  hands ;  fince  that  looked  like  a  itep  to 
*•  kingibip,  which  \jolin\  G.odijuln  had  long reprefented 

*  as  the  great  antichritt,  that  hindered  Chrift's  being 

*  fit  on  the  throne.     To  thefc  he   faid,  and  as  fome 

*  have  told  me,  wjth  many  tears,    that  he    would  ra- 
,   *  ther  have  taken  a  (bepherd's  ftaft  than  the  prote£tor- 

*  fhip,  fmce  nothing   was   more  contrary  to  his  genius 

*  than   a  fbew  of  greatnefs :  but  he   faw  it  was  necef- 

*  fary  at  that  time  to  keep  the  nation  from  falling  into 

*  extream    diforder,    and   from  becoming  open  to  the 

*  common  enemy :  and   therefore  he  only  ftept  in  be- 

*  tweco  the  living  and  the  dead,  as  he  phrafed  it,  in 
*"  that  interval,  tiil  God  ihould  direct  them  on  what 
'  botccm  they  ought  to  fettle:  and  he  affured  them, 

*  thii  then  he  would  furrender  the  heavy  load  lying 
loi.  i.|p.  '  '  upon  him,  with  a  joy  equal  to  the  forrow  with  which 
404.           ^  he  was  afzeded  wbUe  under  that  ihew  cf  dignity  (z).* 

Thi» 
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wholly   to  exculpate  him)  yet  certain  it  is, 

he 


This  was  all-  very  artful,  and  probably  had  its  intended 
efFea. 

Cromwell  in  the  foregoing  fpeech  talks  of  his  having, 
on  the  (JifTolution  of  the  parliament,  power  over  the 
three  nations,  boundlefs  and  unlimited.  This  muft  fup- 
pofe  that  he  thought  he  had  conquered  all,  or  that  all 
were  fubieft  to  his  rule  and  command.  A  ftrange  doc- 
trine !  his  country  might  well  have  cried  out,  '  Are 
'  we  then  fo  unhappy  as  to  be  conquered  by  the  perfon, 

*  whom  we  hired  at  a  daily  rate,  like  a  labourer,  to 
'  conquer  others  for  us  ?  Did  we  furnifh  him  with  arms 

*  only  to  driw  and  try  upon  our  enemies,  and  keep 
'  them  for  ever  (heathed  in  the  bowels  of  his  friends  ? 
'  Did  we  fight  for  liberty  againft  our  prince,  that  we 
'  might  become  flaves  to  our  fervant  ? The  ri»ht  of 

*  conquefl   can  only  be  exercifed  upon  -  thofe    againft 

*  whom  the  war  is  declared,  and   the  victory  obtained. 

*  So  that  no  whole  nation  can  be  faid  to  be  conquered 
'  but  by   a  foreign  force.     In  all  civil  wars,  men  are  fo 

*  far  from  ftating  the  quarrel  againft  their  country,  that 
'  they  do   it  only  againft  a  perfon   or  party  which  they 

*  really  believe,  or  at  leaft  pretend  to  be  pernicious  to 
'  it ;  neither  can  there  be  any  juft  caufe  for  the  deftruc- 

*  tion  of  a  part  of  the  body,  but  when  it  is  done  for 
«  the  prefervation  and  fafety  of  the  whole.  'Tis  our 
'  country  that  raifes    men  in   the  quarrel,  our  country" 

*  that  arms,  our  country  that  piiys  them,  our  country 
'  that  authorizes  the  undertakin2;,  and  that  diftinguiflies 

*  it  from  rapine  and  murder.  Laftly,  'tis  our  country 
«  that  direds  and  commands   the   army,  and  is  indeed 

*  their  general.  So  that  to  fay  in  civil  wars  that  the 
'  prevaiimg  party  conquers  their  country,  is  to  fay  the 
'  country  conquers   itfelf.     And   if  the  general  only  of 

*  that  party  be  the  conqueror,  the  army  by  which    he  is 

*  made  fo,  is  no  lefs  conquered  than  the  army  which  is 

*  beaten,  and  have  as  little  reafon    to  triumph  in  that 

*  vidory,  by  which  they  lofe  both  their  honour  and  li- 

*  berty. 
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he  rivaled    the  greatefl:  of  the  Eiiglijh  mo- 

narchs 


*  berty.  So  that  if  Cromwell  conquered  any  party,  it 
^l^^"7  *  ^^^  ^"^^  ^^^^  againlt  which  he  was  fent,  and  what 
eourfecoij-  *  ^^^t  was  m»ft  appear  by  his  commiflion  [a).'  As  to 
«erning01i-  the  ;diftra<Sled  ftate  of  affairs,  by  reafon  of  the  difl'olu- 
^^'"  Crom-  j-jQp  jjf  j^g  government,  and  the  tendency  all  things  had 

*        "  to  confufron,   Mr.   Cowley,  with  his   ui'ual  fpirit,  fays,' 
'  The  government  was  broke;  Who  broke  it?  It  was 

*  diflo'ved  J    Who  difTolyed   it?    It  was  extinguiftied  ; 
'  Who  was  it  but  Crsnnvellj  who  not  onty  put  out  the 

*  Kght,  but  caft  away  even  the  very  fnuff  of  it  ?    As  if 

*  a  man  fhould  murder  a  whole  family,  and  then  pof- 

*  fefs  himfeif  of  the  who)e  houfe,  becaufe  'tis  better 
^^Jld.p.82.  «  that  he,  than  that  only  rats  fhould  live  there  [b].* 

\  However,  though  Cromrvell  probably   was  blameworthy 
'   \  for  turning  oat  his  mafters  and  diflblving  the  govern- 
t'.itient,  yet  as  things  were,  there  feems   to    have  been 
>^ard)y  any  remedy  fo  ready  at  hand  for  the  eftablilhment 
of    peace  and    order,  as   his  alTuming  the  fovereignty^ 
ra«d  exerting  the  power  he  had  got  into  his  hands  for  the 
■■jgood  and  benefit  of  the  three  nations.     AH  other  power, 
through  his  means  indeed,  was  extinguifhcd  ;  but  there 
•was  a  necefiity  for  fome  fovereignty  or  other  to  be  erect- 
ed, that  men  might  not  be  iorcc6  upon  new  civil  wars. 
[fAnd  who  but  Cromwell  was  capable  of  this  ?    Who  fa 

I  fit,  in  his  own  eye  at  leaft,  to  exercife  it? But   kt 

',BS  attend   to  the  reafons  which  were  given   by  the  pro- 

ited^or's  order,  or  at  leall  approbation,  for  this  new  fet- 

t»Jement.     They  are  contained  in  a  fmall  tra6^,  intitled 

^  A   true  ftate  of  the  cafe   of    the  commonwealth  of 

London,  England,  &c.  in  reference  to  the  late  eftabiifhed  govern- 

printedfor    ment,  by  a  Lord  Protedor  and  parliament  [c).* After 

Newcomb     having  fpoken  concerning  the  various  tranfidiions  during 
1654.  the  wat'j  the  confeqnences   thereof;  the  authority  and' 

government  of  the.  long  parliament  ;  the  carriage  and 
refignation  of  the  next  chofen  ;  and  feverely  cenfured 
mariy  of  the  principles  profefled  by  fome  of  its  mem- 
bers :  it  goes  on  to  fay,  *  Wherefore  upon  thefe,  and 

'  divers 


O  L  I  V  E  R  C  R  O  M  W  E  L  L.  349 

narchs   in  glory,  and  made  himfclf  courted 

and 


*  divers  confiderations,  it  was  agreed  to  come  to  fome  fuch 

*  folid  and  certain  courfe  of  fettlemetit,  as  might  hereafter 

*  bar  up  the  way  againft  thofe  manifold  inconveniences, 

*  which  we  have  felt  under  other  fleeting  forms,  and  re- 

*  duce  us  (as  near  as  .may  be,  with  moft  convenience) 
'  to  our  antient  way  of  government  by  fupream   magi- 

*  ftrates  and   parliaments-     And  of  this  nature  is    the 

*  form  now  eftablifhed,  and  already  made  publicic.  But 
'  to  the  end  this  may  be  made  clear  arKJ  manifeft,  we 
'  fhall  in  the  next  place  clifcourfe  fomewhat  concerning 

*  it  in  general,  and  then  defcend  to  particulars.     I-ti  ge- 

*  neral,  we  fay  ;  that  as  this  laft  change  hath  been  made 

*  upon  the  fame  grounds  of  reafon  and  equity,  that  ne- 

*  ceffitated  all  foregoing  changes  in  the  outward  forms, 
«  and  was  admitted  of  abfolute  neceflity  to  fave  a  fmk- 
'  ing  nation  out  of  the  gulph  of  mifery  and  confufion, 
'  caufed  by  the  changeable  counfeJs  and  corrupt  intereft 

*  of  other  men,  who  violated  their  principles,  and  brake 
'  the  truft  committed  to  them  ;  fo  none  of  thofe  former 

*  alterations  did  fo  truly  make  good,  or  fo  fully  provide 
'  for  the  fecurity  of  thofe  great  e/ids  of  religion  artd  li- 

*  berty,  which  were  as   the  blood  and  fpirits   running 

*  through  every  vein  of  the  parliament  and  army's  de- 
'  clarations ;  fo  that  though   the   commonwealth  may 

*  now  appear  with  a  new  face  in  the  outward  form, 
'  yet  it  remains  (till  the  feme  in  fubftance,  and  is  of  a 
'  better  complexion  and  conftitution  than  heretofore. 
'  And  if  we  take  a  furvey  of  the  whole  together,  we 

*  find  the  foundation  of  this  government  laid  in  thepeo- 
'  pie.     Who  hath  the  power  of  altering  old  laws,  or 

*  making  new  ?     The  people  in  parliament ;  without 

*  them  nothing  of  this  nature  can  be  done ;  they  are  to 

*  be  governed  only  by  fuch  laws  as  they  have  chofen, 

*  or  (hall  chufe,  and   not   to   have  any  impofed  upon 

*  them.     Then  who  is  to  adminifier  or  govern  accord- 

*  ing  to  thofe  laws,  and    fee   them    put   in   execution  ? 

*  Not  a  perfon  claiiriing  an   hereditary  right  of  fove- 

'  reignty, 
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reignty,  or  power  over  the  lives  and  liberties  of  tfic 
nation  by  birth»  allowing  the  people  neither  right  nor 
liberty,  but  what  depends  upon  royal  grant  and  plea- 
fure,  according  to  the  tenor  of  that  prerogative  chal- 
lenged heretofore  by  the  Kings  of  England ;  under 
whom,  if  the  commonalty  enjoyed  any  thing  they 
might  call  their  own,  it  was  not  to  be  fo  much  efteem- 
ed  a  matter  of  right,  as  a  boon  and  tStSt  of  grace 
and  favour.  But  the  government  now  is  to  Le  ma- 
naged by  a  perfon  that  is  eleSflve^  and  that  eledlioil 
muft  take  its  rife  originally  and  virtually  from  the  peo- 
ple, as  we  Ihall  fully  evince  by  and  by,  in  particular, 
and  fhew  that  all  power,  both  leg  flative  and  execu- 
tive, doth  flow  from  the  community  ;  than  which  there 
cannot  be  greater  evidence  of  publick  freedom  {d)i' 

*  We  fee  our  friends  have  taken  in  the  good  of  all 

the  three  forts  of  government,  and  bound  them  all 
in  one.  If  war  be,  here  is  the  unitive  virtue  (but  no- 
thing clfe)  of  monarchy  to  encounter  it ;  and  here  is 
the  admirable  counfel  of  ariflocrafie  to  manage  it : 
if  peace  be,  here  is  the  induftry  and  courage  of  <le- 
mocrafie  to  improve  it.  And  whereas  in  the  prefent 
conftitution,  the  legiflative  and  executive  powers  are 
feperated;  the  former  being  vefted  in  a  conilant  fuc- 
ceffion  of  parliaments  eledtive  by  the  people,  the  lat- 
ter in  an  ele<5live  Lord  Prote<Stor  and  his  fucceflbrs, 
aflifted  by  a  council  j  we  conceive  the  ftate  of  this 
commonwealth  reduced  to  fo  juft  a  temper,  that  the 
ills  either  of  fucceffive  parliaments,  furnilhed  with 
power  both  of  executing  and  making  laws,  cr  of  a 
perpetual  parliament,  (which  are  divilion,  facSlion, 
and  confufion)  being  avoided  on  the  one  fide,  and  the 
inconveniences  of  an  abfolute  lordly  power  on  the  other; 
the  frame  of  government  appears  fo  well  bounded  on 
both  fides,  that  we  hope  it  may  now  (through  the 
blefling  of  God)  prove  a  feafonable  mean  (as  for  the 
better  defending  thefe  dominions  a2;ainft  enemies  a- 
broad,  and  promoting  our  intereft  in  foreign  parts,  fo 
alfo)  of  peace  and  fettlement  to  this  diftra<fled  nation  ; 
and  be  of  durable  continuance  to  fucceeding  ages  (*).' 
In  this  manner  was  the  eredtion  of  the  protectorate  de- 
fended. 
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fended.  By  the  fame  writer  we  find  it  endeavoured  to 
be  proved,  '  That  by  this  fettlement  all  the  grand  afts 

*  of  fovereignty  were  either  immediately,  or  influejitially 

*  lodged  in  the  people ;  and   that  the  objections  againll 

*  it  were  ill  founded.'  After  which  follows  a  little  pa- 
negyric on  Cromwell  and  his  new  government,  in  the 
following  words :  *  As  touching  the  perfon,  whom  the 

*  Lord  hath  now  advanced  and  fet  over  us  to  be  our  fu-     . 
'  pream  magiltrate,  v»'e  (hall  not  fay  much,  becaufe  he 

*  feeks  not  the  praifeof  men  ;  only  we  believe  even  the 

*  enemies  will  confcfs  that  he  is  every  way  worthy  to  rule, 

*  whom  God  hath  been  pleafed  to  uk  as  his  inftrumenC 
'  in  that  glorious  work  of  redeeming  the  liberties  of  his 

*  people;  for  we  are  bold  to  fay  (weighing  all  circum- 

*  ftances  together)  that  this  nation  was  never  really  free,    / 
'  nor  in  a  way  of  enjoying  its  freedom  fo  fully  as  now  ; 

'  fo  that  there  wants  nothing  but  a  cordial  clofe  with  the 

*  government,  to  deftroy  all  hopes  of  the  common  ene-  (?)  Cafeof 

*  my,  and  compleat  our   happinefs  (f).' This  piece  ^he  Com- 

fs  referred  to  by  Cromwell  for  fatisfailion  concerning  ^""J^*^*    * 
his  government,  in  one  of  his  fpeeches  to   the  parlia-       ■ 
tnent  (/),  and  it  was   alfo  tranflated  \nio  Latin,  for  a  {/^"^"* 
juftification  abroad.     What  force  there  is  in  it,  the  rea-  Hiftory.voi. 
der  may  form   fome  judgment   by  the  above  extracts.  «-P'4'9' 

No  fooner  had   the  inauguration  of  Cromwell  been 

performed,  but  '   he  and  his  council  had  feveral  appli- 

*  cations  and  addrefles  made  to  them  from  divers  confi- 

*  derable  places,  acknowledging  his  power  and  govern-  (p-)  whit- 
'  ment,  and  promifing  obedience  to  it    [g).'      Indeed  io^'->  p- 
there  was  an  almoft  univerfal  acquiefcence  for  the  pre- 5^** 
fent,  as  is  owned   by  a   mortal  foe  to  Crcmwell,  in   the 
following  pafTage.     '  That  which  difpofed  the  minds  of 

'  the  people  to  abftain  from  a  prefent  proteftation  againft 

*  this  government,  befides   the  agony  of  the  late  con- 

*  fufions,  and  the  aftoniftiment  upon   the   new  wonder- 

*  ful  alteration,  was,  that  it   was  but  temporary,  and 

*  that  limited   to  a  very  (hort  time ;  a  free  parliament 

*  was  to  be  called  within  fo  many  months,  which   was 

*  entirely  to  confider  and  fettle  the  governmejit  of  the 
'  kingdom,  and  to  remove  all  thofe  obftruclions  which 
'  hinder  the  peace  and  happinefs  of  the  nation,  and  to 
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and  dreaded  (aaa)  by  the   nations   around 

him. 

'  reftore  it  to  that  tranquillity  and  quiet  it  bad  been  (6 

{b)    etter     c  Jono;  deprived  of ;  and  the  protedlor   was   fworn  to  a 

irom  a  true  .  * 

and  lawfil  '  ^uc  oblerVcition  of  all  thofe  articles,  which  he  had 
Member  o^  '  himfclf  prefcribed  for  his  own  rules  and  bounds,  and 
w^oneof  the  '  ^^sr^fore  the  ipore  hope  that  he  would  be  contented 

Lords  of  his  *  to  be  limited  by  them  {h}.' The  truth  is,  by  the 

Highnefies    powcf  and  artifice  of  Oliver  the  government  of  England 

/*""^  *  P'  had  been    diflblved,  and   a  new  one  was  now  ere6l:ed, 

1656.  which  promifcd  fair  enough  for  the  prefervation  and  hnp- 

pinefs  of  the  community.     Nothing  therefore  remained 

for  the  people  to  do,   but  to  fubmit   unto  it,  and  make 

the  beft  of  it.     *  The  Obligation  of  fubjt-cb  to  the  fo- 

*  vereign,  fays  Mr.  Hobbs,  is  underftood  to  laftaslong, 

*  and  no  longer,  than  the  power  lafteth,  by  which  he 
'  is  able  to  protect  them.  For  the  right  men  have  by 
'  nature  to  protect  themfelves,  when  none  elfe  can  pro- 
'  tedt  them,  can  by  no  covenant  be  relinquKhed.  The 
'  fovereignty  is  the  foul  of  the  commonwealth  j  which 
'  once  departed  from   the  body,  tl.e    members  do  no 

*  more  receive  tlieir  motion  from  it.     The  end  of  obe- 

*  dience  is  protedtion  ;  which,  wherefoever  a  man  feeth 

*  it,  either  in  his  own,  or  in  another's  fword,  nature 
'  applyeth  his  obedience  to  it,  and  his  endeavour  to 
'  maintain  it.  And  though  fovereignty,  in  the  inten- 
'  tion  of  them  that  make  it,  be  immortal  ;  yet  it  is  in 

*  its  own  nature,  not  only  fubje6t  to  violent  death,  but 
'  foreign  war ;  but  alfo  through  the  ignorance  and  paf- 

(')  Levia-  t  fions  of  men,  it  hath  in  it,  from  the  very  inftitution, 
ii4.?'fo1.  *  many  feeds  of  natural  mortality,  by  intefline  dif- 
Lond.1651. '  cord  (/")/ 

(aaa)  He  rivaled  the  greatcft  of  cur  monarchs  in ghry^ 

and  made  himfelf  courted  and  dreaded  by  the  natisns  around 

him.~\      '  if    there   ever   appeared    in  any   ftate,   fays 

(  *  Wicquefort,  a  chief  who  was  at  the  fame  time  both 

'  tyrant  and  ufurper,  moft  certainly  Oliver  Cromwell  was 

*  fuch  :  and  yet  for  all  that,  never  was  there  an  ufurper 

*  lb  folemnly   acknowledged.      Immediattly   after  the 

*  death 
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him.- — -The  peace  he  gave'  to  the  Dutch, 

(though 

*  death  of  the  late  King,  Don  Alonfo  de  Cardena^y  em- 
bafladof  from  Spain,  legitimated  this  baflard  repub- 
lick ;  and  Oliver  had  no  fooner  made  himfelf  fove- 
reign,  under  the  quality  of  protedior,  than  all  the 
Kings  of  the  earth  prolirated  themfelvcs  before  this 
idol.  To  gratify  him,  the  la\yfui  King,  [Chailes  II.] 
with  his  brothers,  were  driven  out  of  thofe  kingdoms 
and  provinces,  that  ought  to  have  ferved^him  as  pla- 
ces of  refuge  or  afylums.  Lockart,  who  was  embaf- 
fador  from  the  ufurper,  was  not  only  received  In. France 
with  all  the  honors  that  could  have  been  done  to  the 
minifter  of  the  firft  monarch  of  Chrilkndom,  but  car- 
dinal Mazarine  even  refufed  to  fee  the  King  of  Great 
Britain,  who  had  travelled  quite  through  the  king- 
dom to  come  to  him  at  the  foot  of  the  Pyrenean  hills^ 
and  would  not  fo  much  as  fpeak  to  the  perfon  that 
came  from  him,  and  waited  at  the  door  of  the  chief 
minifter:  who  at  the  fame  time  had  daily  conferences 
with  the  ufurpers.  All  that  the  difpoflelTed  King  could 
obtairi  was,  that  the  cardinal  gave  him  leave  that  the 
Duke  of  Ormond  fhould  fpeak  to  him  as  he  pafled 
along,  and  as  it  were  accidentally,  as  he  came  from 
his  own  quarters  to  the  ifle  of  the  Conference. 
*  The  King  of  Spain,  who  was  brother- in  law  to  the 
deceafed  King,  behaved  himfeJf  a  little  better.  He 
fufFered  the  (on  to  be-  in  fafety  at  Brujfeh,  where  he 
alfo  met  with  fome  civilities :  and  his  chief  minifter 
Don  Lewis  de  Haro,  at  the  Pyrenean  hills,  fhewed  him 
that  refpe£t  which  the  cardinal  had  refufed  him.  The 
King  of  France  being  advanced  as  far  as  the  frontiers 
of  Flanders,  the  protestor  fent  Falconhridge  his  Ton- in- 
law, to  pay  him  thofe  civilities,  which  fovereigns  are 
ufed  to  fhew  one  another  on  like  occafions :  and  the 
Duke  de  Crequv,  one  of  the  firft  Lords  of  France, 
next  to  the  Prmces,  was  fent  to  London,  to  thank  the 
ufurper  for  his  civilities:  and  that  nothing  might  be 
wanting  to  the  ceremony,  the  cardinal  would  have  his 
A  a  '  ncphewr 
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(though  it   has  not  wanted  cenfurers)  was 

ho- 


*  nephew  Manclni  accompany  the  duke.  The  difFe- 
'  rence  that  is  to  be  feen  in  the  behaviour  of  thefe  two 
'  K  ings  of  F'  ance  and  Spain,  who  were  both  nearly  re- 
'  lated  to  the  King  of  England,  proceeded  only  from 
'  the  difference  of  their  intereft.     The  Spanip  embaf- 

*  fador  had   ufed  his  utmoft  endeavours  with  the  ufur- 

*  per,  to  engage   him  in  the  intereft   of  the  King  his 

*  mafter ;  even  to  the  offering  him  a  hundred  thoufand 

*  crowns  per  month,  two  hundred  thoufand  by  way  of 
'  advance,  and  an  army  of  twenty  thoufand  men  to  re- 

*  conquer  Calice,     Crzmv^ell   had  rejefied  thefe  offers ; 

*  and  as  he  feared  mtre  the  neighbourhood  of  France, 
'  than  he  hoped  for  advantage  from  the  languifhing  and 

*  remote  ftrength  of  Spain,  he  fided  with  the  firft,  whofe. 
'  friend  he  became  ;  by  that  means  obliging   the  other 

[h)  Embaf-  '  to  be  fo  to  the  King  of  Great  Britain ^  whofe  three 
jador,  and    t  kingdoms  he  had  ufurped  (/?>).' 

.''„  "I!*^.-       JVicqu^fort  has  not  exaeseratcd  matters  in  this  ac-, 

count:  for  by  the  beft  authority  we  are  told,  *  That 

'  upon   OUver^s  affuming  the  government,    both  thofe. 

'  crowns   [^France  and    Spain"]   applied   to   him.      Don. 

'  Alonjo  de  Cardenas,  the  Spanift)  ambaflador  then  re-, 

'  fiding   here,  in  a  private  audience,  congratulated   his^ 

-  '  accefs  to  the  government,  exprefling   the  great  fatif- 

*  fadion    his   mafler   had   received  therein ;   in   whofe 

'  name  he  did  alfure  him  of  the  true  and  conffant  friend- 

'  {hip  of  Spayne,  in  the  condition  that  he  then  flood  ; 

'  or  if  he  would  go  a  ftep  farther  and  take  upon  him  the 

'  crown,  that  his  matter  would  venture  the  crown  of 

(i/Thuiloc,  <  5/!<2}n^  to  defend  him  in  it ;  with   many  other  ex  pre  f- 

7°<;o»''  ^*     *  ^^°"^  °^  kindnefs  and  gooJ-will    (/).'     The  diftinc- 

tion  with  which  the  Englijh  ambalfador  in  France  was 

treated,  will  be  beft  explained  by  a  letter  of  Lociha't's 

to  Tku'Ice,    dated    Pam,    May   7,   1656      *  My  lafl; 

*  from  St.Dennii  told  your  honour,  that  I  was  to  lodge 

.*-  at  Paris  that  night.     As   I  was  going  to  my  coach,. 

'  Mr.  Sxvift  returned  from  the  cardinal  (from  whom  he 

t  re- 
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honourable  to  himfelf,  and  the  nation*     Ht 

prc- 

*  received  extraordinary  civilities)  and  told  me  his  ertii- 

*  nence   earneftly  defired,  that  I  would  do  him  (as  he 

*  faid)  honor,  to  receive  a  vifit  from  him  next  day  at 

*  Si.  Dennis.     Upon  this  I  refo'.ved  to  ftay  there  till 

*  Monday  morning.     Upon  the  Lord's  day,  I  received  a  ' 
<  very  kind  welcome  from    him  by  the   matter  of  thd 

*  houfe,  and  a  letter  very  full  of  kind  expreflions.     Af- 

*  ter  my  arrival  at  Paris,  I  renewed  my  defire  both  to 
'  his  eminence  and  count  Bryen  for  audience,  which  is 

*  promifed  me  to  morrow  at  night ;  and  after  I  am  af- 

*  fured  by  a  perfon  of  quality  fent  to  me  this  morning 

*  by  the  cardinal,  that  I  (hall  have  the  freedom  allowed 

*  me  to  wait  upon  him  as  often  as  I  will.     Count  Bulion 

*  fent  alfo  to  me  this  morning,  to  tell  me  that  he  was 

*  commanded  by  the  King  to  wait  upon  me  this  day  to 

*  congratulate  my  fafe  arrival  into  France -y  and  was  very 

*  earneft  with  me   to  appoint  him  an  hour,  which  I  (-^yThurloe^ 

*  left  to  his  own  difcretion  and  conveniency  [k)'     Lord  lyi/^'  ^' 
Fauconhergs  reception  in  France  is  thus  related  by  him- 
felf, in  a   letter  to  H.  Cromwell,  dated  Whitehall,  June 

8,   165S. '  I  am    now    returned  from  the  French 

courtj  where  I  have  had  the  honourableft  reception 
imaginable.  The  King  did  not  only  keepe  bare  at 
my  publique  audiences,  but,  when  I  made  him  a  pri- 
vate vifit,  he  talked  with  me  in  the  garden  an  hour  or 
two  uncovered.  From  the  cardinal  the  honours  I  had 
were  particular  and  unufual:  he  waved  the  ftate  of  a 
publique  audience,  came  out  of  his  own  room  to 
meet  me,  led  me  prefently  into  his  cabinet;  after  art 
hour's  difcourfe  in  private,  he  conducted  me  downe  to 
the  very  door,  where  my  coach  ffood,  a  ceremony  he 
difpenfes  with  not  only  to  all  others,  but  even  to  the 
King  himfelf.  The  charge  of  two  very  handfome  ta- 
bles were  defrayed  (for  myfelf  and  followers)  by  the 
King,  all  the  while  I  ftayed.  In  fumme,  through  all 
their  ailions  not  the  leaft  circumftance  was  omitted, 
that  might  witnefs  the  truth  of  thefe  refpefls  they 
A  a  a  *  bears 
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prefcribed   the  conditions,    and    they   were 

forced 


(/)  Vol.  vii.  *  beare  his  highnefle  and  the  -Englijh  nation  (/).'  With 
p.  158.  what  deteftation  foever  princes  may  fpeak  of  ufurpers, 
we  fee  they  fubmit  to  pay  them  the  tribute  of  adula- 
tion, when  they  fuppofe  it  for  their  intereft :  and  though 
with  abhorrence  they  fpeak  of  thefe  men  as  meer  tyrants 
and  rebels,  none  are  more  follicitous  to  obtain  their  fa- 
vour and  afliftance.  A  very  edifying  example,  truly  ! 
Mazarine  was  bitterly  reproached  by  fome  of  the  French 
for  his  extream  fubmiiBon  to  Cromwell^  as  we  find  in 
the  following  paflage :  '  thefe  are  the  people  [his  friends 

*  and  counfellorsj  who  make  you  treat  with  Cromwell  in 
,  .  Advice  '  ^  manner  fo  mean  and  injurious  to  the  French  nation  ; 
to  Card.  '  v\  ho  advife  you  to  lower  our  flags  before  his  (hips,  and 
Mazarine,  <  -who  are  willing  to  allow  him  the  title  of  prote<3or 
Rct^Mc^/ '  of  ^^e  proteftants  of  that  kingdom  (w).'  In  (hort, 
moirs,  vol.  the  courtfliip  of  the  two  crowns  to  Oliver,  was  fo  great 
iv,  p.  247.  and  vifible  that  it  expofed  them  to  laughter.  '  The 
»mo«         4  Di^fcfj  ftruck  a  medal  with  the  buft  of  Cromwell  and 

'  his   titles  on   one  fide,  with  Britannia  on  the  other ^ 
'  and  Cromwell  thrufting  his    head  in  her  bofom,  with 

*  his  breeches  down  and   his  backfide  bare,  the  Spanijh 
I  •  embaflador  ftooping  to  kifs  it,  while  the  French  em- 

*  bafTador  holds  him  by  the  arm,  with  thefe  words  in- 
^  _.  *  fcribed.  Retire  toiy  Phonneurapartient  au  Roi  mon  maitrcy 
phiaBritafl-  *  »•  t-  Come  back,  that  honor  belongs  to  the  King  my 
nica,  p.  <  rnafter  {n).*  This  medal  is  yet  preferved  in  feveral 
'5^4*          Dutch  cabinets.     It  was  faid  alfo  that  a  '  picture  had 

*  been  fet  to  fale  at  Pont-neuf  [in  Paris'^  wherein  the 
'  lord  protestor  was  fitting  on  a  dofe-ftole   at  his  bufi- 

*  nefs,  and  the  King  of  Spain  on  the  one  fide,  and  the 
(0)  Thurloe,  *  King  of /Vtfw^  on  the  other,  offering  him   paper  to, 

vol.  111.  p.     (  ^jpg  his  breech  (0).' Indeed  the  friendfhip  of  O/V- 

Al,  .  ver  was  earneftly  fought  after  by  moft  of  the  Kings  and 
^theHoufe  Ptinccs  of  his  age.  Frederick  IVilliam,  elector  oi  Bran- 
ofBranden-  denburg^  whofe  fame  is  rendered  immortal  by  the  pen  of 
i^moL^d  '^'^  royal  defcendant,  courted  the  friendfhip  oi  Crom- 
P73&,  welt  {p),     Wbit'ock  in  a  letter  to  his  highnefs  dated  Up- 
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forced  to  accept  of  them,  though  at  the  ex- 
pense 
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fal^  'January  13,  1653,  gives  him  a  particular  account 
of  the  joy  the  Queen  of  Suedtti  exprefled  on  his  aflum- 
ing  the  proteflorate,  and  in  conclufion  adds,  *  She  told 

*  me  (he  would  write  herfelf  to  my  lord  protedtor,  and 
'  defired  me  in  my  letters  to  acquaint  your  highnefs, 
'  that   no   perfon  had    a  greater  efteem  and  refpedl  of 

*  your  highnefs  than  {he  had,  which  fhe  would  be  ready 

*  to   manifeft,  and  was  very  joyful  for  this  good   news  (?)ThurIor, 

*  from  England {q).'     The  K'mg  oi Denmark  fent  over  a  '»o'-ii*P' 
perfon  to  congratulate  his  highnefs,  the  lord  protestor,  *^* 
and  was  overjoyed   that   he  was  included  in  the  Dutch 
treaty.     The  terms  given  to  the  King  of  Vortugal^  and 

the  manner  of  demanding  fatisfadtion  for  his  not  exe- 
cuting the  treaty  figned  by  his  embafiador,  will  much 
illuftrate  the  hi^h  character  Cromwell  bore  among  his 
fellow  fovereigns,  and  partly  account  for  it.  It  is  well 
known  that  the  brother  of  the  Portugal  ambaflador,  with 
his  mafter  of  horfe,  were  concerned  in  a  murder  in  Lon- 
don'y  that  they  took  refuge  in  his  houfe  as  in  a  fanftuary; 
that  being  delivered  up  they  were  tried,  and  notwith- 
ftanding  the  plea  of  public  charaf^er  made  by  the  bro- 
ther, were  condemned,  and  accordingly  executed.  *The 

*  Portuguffe   ambaflador   at   eight  of  the  clock  in  the 

*  morning  figned  a  treaty   with    the  protestor,  and  de- 

*  parted  from  Gravejend  at  ten.     His  brother  was  be- 

*  headed  in  the  afternoon,  and  his  man  hanged  at  Ty- 

'  burn   (r).'     This  was  on   the    icth  of  july^   1654.  ^''^ '''' P* 
It  may  well  enough  be  thought  the  treaty  was   not  dif- 
honourable  to   Englmd  *.      '  In  one   of   the   articles 
'  agreed  with  the  ambaflador  it  was  exprefled,  that  the 


*  The  lord  chancellor  Hyde,  in  his  fpeech  to  both  houfes.  May  8, 
1661,  calls  'this  treaty,  in  very  many  refpeftf,    the  moft  advantageous 

*  to  this   nation  that  ever  was  entered  into  with  any  prince  or  people.* 
And  again,  in  the  fame  fpeech,  he  lays,  '  every  article  in  it  but  one  [a 

*  liberty  given  to  Portugal  to   make  levies  of  ten  thoufand  men  for  their 

*  fervicej  was  entirely   for  the  benefit  of  this  nation,  for  the  extraordi- 

*  nary  advancement  of  trade,  for  the  good  of  religion,  and  for  the  ho- 
<  nour  of  the  crown.'— —Lives  of  the  Lord  Chaacellors,  vol,  ii.  p.  172. 

A  a  3  *  mer- 
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pence  of  the  houfe  of  Orange ^    to  whom 

they 

*  merchants  fliould  enjoy  liberty  of  confcience  in   the 
■'  worftiip  of  God  in  their  own  houfes  and  aboard   their 

'  Chips,    enjoying   alfo  the  ufe  of  EngUJh  Bibles,  and 

*  other  good  books,  taking  care,  that  they  did  not  ex- 

*  ceed  this  liberty.'  This  article  does  honor  to  the  hu- 
manity of  Cromwell.  But  the  King  of  Portugal,  who 
was  under  the  influence  of  fuperftition  and  her  priefts, 
ftuck  at  confirming  a  treaty  fo  contrary  to  their  maxims 
and  views.  *  Upon  fending  Mr.  Meadows,  fays  the 
'  proteftor,  unlefs  we  will  agree  to  fubmit  this  article 
'  to  the  determination  of  the  Pope,  we  cannot  have  it  j 

*  whereby  he  would  bring  us  to  an  owning  of  the  Pope, 
«  which  we  hope,  whatever  befall  us,  we  fhall  not,  by 

*  the  grace  of  God,  be  brought  unto.     And  upon  the 

*  fame  ifliie  is  that  article  put,  whereby  it   is  provided 

*  and  agreed  by  his  ambalTador,  that  any  fhips  coming 
'  to  that  harbour,  any  of  whofe  company,  if  they  ihall 
'  run  from  their  faid  fhips  fhall  be  brought  back  again 

*  by  the  magiftrate,  and   the  commanders  of  the  faid 

*  ihips  not  required  to  pay  the  faid  runaways  their  wa- 

*  ges,  upon  pretence  that  they  are  turned  Catholiques, 
^  *  which  may  be  colour  for  any  knave  to  leave  his  duty, 

*  or   for  the    Roman  Catholiques  to   feduce  our  men, 

*  which  we  thought  necefTary  to  be  provided   againft ; 

*  yet  to  this  alfo,   as  I  faid  before,  they  would   not  con- 

*  fent  without  the  approbation  of  the  Pope,  although  it 

*  was  agreed  alfo  by  their  ambalTador.     Upon  the  whole 

*  matter,  we  find  them  very  falfe  to  us,  who    intended 

*  nothing  but  what   was  fimply  honeli.' To  treat 

farther  with  men  of  this  caft  of  mind,  Oliver,  I  fup» 
pofe,  thought  was  bootlefs.  He  knew  the  right  way  to 
go  to  work  with  them  -,  and  he  took  it.  This  appears 
from  the  inflru£tions  he  gave.  May  6,  1656,  to  the  ge- 
nerals Blake,  and  Mcuntague,  in  the  following  words : 
'  Whereas   the  King  of  Portugal   doth  refufe  to  ratify 

*  the   treaties  lately  made  with  this  commonwealth  by 

*  his  extraordinary  ambalTador  here,  or  to  perform  any 

a  *  par? 
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they  were  in   a  great  meafure  indebted  for 

their 


*  part  thereof,  either  in  what  relates  to  the  ftate,  or  to 
'  the  people  and  merchants ;  and  by  his  proceedings 
'  gives  ground  to  believe,  that  nothing  is  lefs  in  his  in- 
'  tentions,  than  to  give  juft  fatisfadion  therein  ;  where- 

*  fore   we  do   hereby  authorize    and  require  you,  as  it 

*  will  confift  with  the  prefent  condition  of  the  fleet  un- 
'  der  your  command,  and  with  your  other  principal  in- 

*  ftrudtions,  to  ufe  your  beft  endeavours,  by  the  fleet, 

*  or  fuch  part  thereof  as  you  ihall  judge  necefTary,  to 
^  take,  arreft,  and  feize  upon  the  fleet  or  fleets  belong- 
**  ing  to  the   King  of  Portugal^  or  any  of  his  fubje£ts, 

*  with  their  guns,  cafh,  goods  and  merchandizes  what- 
'  ever,  now  expedled  from  the  Eaft   and  Weft  In'dieSy 

*  and  to  keep  and  deteyne  the  fame  without  breaking  of 

*  bulk  or  embezilment,  towards  fuch  fatisfaition  for  the 

*  wrongs  and  damages,  which  this  ftate  hath  fufFered 

*  from  Portugal^  and  to  give  notice  forthwith  of  what 
"f  you  fhall  do  therein.  And  in  cafe  any  of  the  ftiips  of 
'  the  faid  King  or  his  people  (hall  make  any  refiftance, 
'  you  have  hereby  power  to  fight  with,  kill,  and  deftroy, 

*  and  to  feek  for,  and  burn  all  fuch  as  (hall  fo  refifl. 

*  Neverthelefs,  if  Mr.  Philip  Meadows,  our  envoy  with 
*'the  King  of  Portugal,  (hall  before  any  feizure  or  a6t 
t  of  hoftility  as  aforefaid,  give  you  aflurance,  that  fa- 

"♦' tisfadtion  is  obtained   upon  the  faid  treaties,  that  this  (OTjiurloe, 
«  inftrudion  (hall   be  void  (5).*     The  admirals  on  the  ^g'^' '''•  P* 
receipt  hereof  failed  towards   Llfhon,  and  made  known 
their  orders  to   the  Englijh  agent,  who  informing  the 
court,  obtained  a  fpeedy  (igning  of  the  treaty   by   the 
King,  and  a  very  large   funi  of  money  for  fatisfa£lion ; 
which  was  (hipped  on  board  the  fleet,  and  fent  to  Eng-  (0  ^^-  vol. 
Iqnd  {t).      Mountague  indeed  feems  npt  to  have  been  well  ^'  ^'  J^^' 
pleafed  with  the  peace.     He  thought  they  had  now  Por- 
tugal at  mercy,  and  (hould  have  impofed  more  rigorous 
terms.     *  You  have,  fays   he,  (in  a  letter  to  Thurhe^ 
'  dated  June  17,    1656)  at  this  time  the  Portugal  upon 
*  his   knees,  and  if  we  had  authority  to  make  farther 
A  a  4  *  de- 
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their    independency,    and    freedom.       THg 

prin- 

5  demands,  we  might  a(k  what  we  would,  (almoft)  and 

*  he  durft  not  but  perform  it,  or  his  country  would   be 

*  all  in  rebellion.     But  this  is  to  no  purpofe,  the  feafon 

*  being  paft.'  Men  of  fuch  fpirit  and  reiolution  as 
thcfe,  were  capable  of  executing  any  commands.  We 
m^y  fuppofe  an  adion  like  this  muft  have  infplred 
Cnnrweirs  neighbours  with  a  fear  of  offending !- Af- 
ter what  has  been  re'ated  in  this  note,  the  foiiowing  paf- 
fages  from  Eurnet  well  eafily  find  credit,  efpeciaJly  as  fe- 
veral  pf  ihem  may  be  authenticated  by  inconteftable 
vouchers.     *  CnnrweTs   maintaining  the  honor  of  the 

*  nation    in  all  foreign  countries,  gratifyed   the  vanity 

*  which  is  very  natural  to  EngUJImtn  ;  of  which  he  was 
f  fo  careful,  that  though  he  was  not  a  crowned  head, 
'  yet   his  ambafladors  had    all   the   refpecl   paid    them 

*  which  our  Kines  ambafladors  ever  had.  He  faid  the 
'  dignity  of  the  crown    was   upon  tbe    account  of  the 

*  nation,  of  which    the  King  was  only  the  reprefenta- 

*  tive  head,  fo  the  nation  being  ftill  the  fame,  he  would 

*  have  the  fame  regards  paid  to  his  minifters. An- 

*  other  inftance  of  this  pleafed  him  much.     Blake  with 

*  the  fleet  ha^  pcned  to  be  at  AJdlaga^  before  he  made 

*  war  upon  Spain :    and  ibme  of  his  feamen   went   on 

*  (hore,  and  met  the  hoflie  carried  about ;  and  not  only 
f  paid   no  refpect  to  it,  but  laughed   at  thofe  that  did. 

*  So  one  of  the  priefls  put  the  people  on  refenting  this 
f  indignity ;  and  ihcy  fell  upon  them  and  beat  them  fe- 

*  vcrely.     When  they  returned  to  their  fhip  they  com- 

*  plained  ,  of  this  ufage;  and  upon  that  Blake  fent  a 
f  trumpet  to  the  viceroy,  to  demand  the  priefl  who  was 

*  the  chief  inflrument  in  that  ill  ufage.     1  he  Viceroy 

*  anfwered  he  ha(>  no  authority  over  the  prieft,  and  fo 

*  could  not  difpofe  of  him.  Elake  upon  that  fent  him 
f  word,  that  he  would  cot  enquire  who  had  the  power 

*  to  fend  the  priefl    to  him,  but  if  he  were  not   fent 

*  within  three  hours  he  would  burn  their  town  :  and 

*  they,  being  in  no  condition  to  refifl  him,  fent  the  prieft 

*  to 
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principal  articles  of  it,  I   (hall  mention  be- 
low. 


to  him,  who  juflified  himfelf  upon  the  petulant  be- 
haviour of  the  feamen.  Blake  anfwered,  that  iFhe 
had  fent  a  complaint  to  him  of  it,  he  would  have  pu- 
nifhed  them  feverely,  fince  he  would  not  fufFer  his 
men  to  affront  the  eftablifhed  religion  of  any  place 
at  which  he  touched  :  but  he  took  it  ill,  that  he  fet 

■  on  the  Spaniards  to  do  it;  for  he  would  have  all  the 
'  world  to   know,  that  an  Englijhman  was   only  to  be 

■  puniflied  by  an  Englijkman.  So  he  treated  the  prieft 
'  civilly,  and  fent  him  back,  being  fatisfied  that  he  had 
'  him  at  his  mercy.  Cromwell  was  much  delighted  with 
'  this,  and  read  the  letters  in  council  with  great  fatif- 
'  fadion  ;  and  faid,  he  hoped,  he  fliould  make  the 
'  name  of  an  Englijhman  as  great  as  ever  that  of  a  Ro~ 

'  man  had  been. The  flares  o^  Holland -w^xt  in  fuch 

'  dread  of  him,  that  they  took  care  to  give  him  no  fort 

*  of  umbrage:  and  when  at  any  time  the  King  or  his 
'  brothers  came  to  fee  their  fifter,  the  Princefs  Royal, 

^  within  a  day  or  two  after  they  ufed  to   fend  a  depu-  • 
^  tation  to  let  them  know  that  Cromwell  had  required  of 
^  the  States  that    they   fliould  give   them  no  harbour. 
'  King  CharL'Si  when  he  was  feeking  for  colours  for  the 

*  war  with  the  Dutch  in  the    year   1672,  urged  it  for 

*  one,  that  they  fufFered  fome  of  his  rebels  to  live  in 

*  their  provinces.  Bore/y  then  their  ambaflador,  an- 
f  fwered,  that  it  was  a  maxim  of  long  flanding  among 
'  them,  not  to  enquire  upon   what   account   (Irangers 

*  came  to  live  in  their  country,  but  to  receive  them  all, 
f  unlefs  they  had  been  concerned  in  confpiracies  againft 

*  the  perfons   of  Princes.      The  King  told  him  upon 

*  that,  how  they  had   ufed  both   himfelf  and  his  bro- 

*  ther,      Borel,    in   great  fimplicity,    anfwered :    Haf 

*  Sire,  c"  etoit  une  autre  chofe  :  Cromwell  etoit  un  grand 
'  homme.^  &  il fefaijo'it  craindre  i5f  par  terre^ par  mer. 
^  This  was  very  rough.  The  King's  anfwer  was  :  Je 
*■  me  jerai  craindre  aujji  a  mon  tour  :  but  he  was  fcarce 
f  as  good   as  his  word, All  Italy  trembled  at  the 

*  name 
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low  (bbb),  for  the  information  of  my  rea- 
ders, 


*  Qzmeoi  Cromwell y  and  feemed  under  a  pannick  fear 

*  as  long  as  he  lived.  His  fleet  fcoured  the  Mediterra- 
(»)Vol.  i.  ^nean:  and  ihtTwks  durft  not  offend  him;  but  de- 
?*  '*s '  alfo  *  levered  up  Hidey  who  kept  up  the  character  of  an  am- 
Thurloe,  '  baflador  from  the  King  there,  and  was  brought  over 
▼ol.  iii.  p. 6.  *  and  executed  for   it  («).'     Many  more  proofs  might 

be  brought  of  Cromwe/Ps  being  courted  and  feared  by 
the  nations  around  him.  But  thefe  poflibly  may  be 
deemed  fufEcient :  if  rfot,  many  things  will  be  found 
in  the  following  notes  more  fully  to  conhrm  it. 

(bbb)  The  principal  articles  of  the  piace  1  Jhall  mention 
heloiu.}  In  the  note  (mm)  I  have  given  an  account  of 
the  commencement  of  the  Dutch  war,  and  the  nego* 
tiations  for  peace  until  the  interruption  of  the  parlia- 
ment by  the  power  of  Ci  omwell.  From  this  chan^^e  in 
the  government,  the  enemy  expected  many  advantages. 
But  they  foon  found  themfelves  miftaken  ;  for  the'pre- 
parations  for  war  were  carried  on  with  equal  diligence 
as  before,  and  the  Dutch  found  to  their  coft  that  they 
had  people  of  like  fpirit  and  refolution  to  deal  with. 
For  notwithflanding  the  ridicula  with  which  the  little 
parliament  is  almoft  con (iantly/ treated,  they  fhewed 
bravery  in  carrying  on  the  wary  juftice,  generofity  and 
good  policy  in  rewarding  the  galJantry  of  their  admi- 
rals, and  inferiour  commanders ;  and  a  regard  to  thte 
honor  of  the  nation  in  the  terms  they  infifted  on  to 
make  peace.     *  In  the  year  1653  *,  a  bloody  battle  was 

*  fought  between  Van  Tromp  and  the  Englijh  admirals 

*  Dean  and  Moncke^  wherein  the  Dufch  were  worl>ed, 
'  which   occafioned  tumults  in  Holland:  and  the  fame 

*  year  in  Auguji^  there  was  another  bloody  engagement, 
'  wherein    the   Dutch  were   again   defeated,    and  Vi-'n 

*  Tromp  flain  in   the  a£lion.     The  reft  of  the  fleet  be- 

*  ing  by  this  time   cruelly  broken  and   fhattered,  dif- 

•|-  GeflaBri-  •  This  fea-fight  was  on  the  ad  and  3d  of  June,  the  next  on  the  ^gth 
tannorum,  and  30th  of  July  following  f,  S»  that  Mr.  Burcbett  was  negligent  and 
}x>nd,  1659.  miilak^n, 

*  cour- 
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ders,  who  will  doubtlefs  be  pleafed  to  find 

the 


difcouraged  by  this  lofs,  made  the.befl  of  their  way 
to  the  Texel.  The  Englijh  having  funk  thirty  three 
of  the  enemies  fhips  in  this  battle,  and  taken  about 
twelve  hundred  prifoners  (which  notwithftanding  the 
forbidding  to  give  or  receive  quarter  by  Moncke  in  the 
beginning  of  the  adtion,  they  compafljonately  took 
up  as  they  were  fwimming  about)  did  not  think  fit 
to  purfue  far,  but  retired  to  Schbny^  having  purchafed 
the  vi6lory  with  confiderable  lofs ;  for  they  had  fouc 
hundred  men  and  eight  captains  flain  or  drowned  in 
the  fight,  and  about  feven  thoufand  wounded.  ^^^  rx)2nr- 
Dutch  had  fufFered  fo  extreamly,  that  they  prefently  chett's  ^fa- 
fued  for  a  peace,  and  were  glad  to  accept  it  on  Crom-  '*'  Hiftory, 
weir%  own  terms  (at).'  The  principal  conditions  o{\^^\J'^^' 
this  peace,  concluded  ^pril  5,  1654,  were,  '  1  hat  1720. 
neither  of  the  two  republics  fhould  give  reception, 
fuccour,  proteiRion,  or  afHftance  to  the  enemies,  or 
rebellious  fubjefts  of  the  other ;  that  the  freedom 
of  navigation  and  commerce  fhould  be  reflored  [fav- 
ing  all  the  laws  and  ftatutes  of  either  commonwealth 
refpedtivelyj  between  the  two  nations,  wlio  obliged 
themfelves,  reciprocally,  to  defend  each  others  fhips 
in  cafe  they  were  attacked  by  any  other  power ;  but 
the  fuperiority  of  the  flag  was  entirely  yielded  to  Eng^ 
land^  and  the  Dutch  men  of  war  were  to  flrike  theic 
colours  to  the  Englijh^  upon  all  occafions.  The  r£-. 
public  of  the  United-Provinces,  obliged  herCelf  to  pro-!* 
fecute  and  punifh  the  authors  of  the  mafTacre  of  Am- 
boyna,  if  they  were  yet  alive;  and  to  fend  com mif- 
fioners  to  London  to  adjuft  the  difputes  of  the  feveral 
India  companies  of  both  nations,  and  to  fettle  the 
amount  of  the  lofTes  fuftained  by  the  EngUjh  in  the 
EaJI  Indie  Si  Brazil^  Mufcovy^  and  Greenland,  &c. 
that  refiitution  might  be  made  by  the  States-General  j 
and  if  the  commiflioners  appointed  by  the  two  na- 
tions fhould  not  be  able  to  adjufl  the  points  in  dif-. 
pute,  then  the  decifion  of  them  was  to  be  left  to  the 
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the  right  of  the   Britijh   flag    aflerted,  and 

fatif- 


*  ^wtfs  Cantons,  who  were  pitched  upon  for  arbitrators. 

*  The  King  of  Denmark  after  a  great  deal  of  difliculty 

*  on  the  part  of  Cromwell,  was  included  in  the  treaty 

*  as  an   ally  of  Hollund^  the  States- General  engaging 

*  to  make  good  the   lofl'es  that  the  Englijh  merchants 
'  ha  1  fuftained   by    the  fozure  that  prince  had  made  of 

*  their  ftiips  in  the  port  of  Copenha^ei.     Laftly,  in   or- 
'  der  to  render  the  alliance  firm  and  laftin^,  the  Statcs- 

i^'s^Ba-  *  General  promifed  not  to  confer  the  fupream  command 
taviaijluf-  '  of  their  forces,  either  by  fea  or  land,  upon  any  per- 
teata,vol.ii.  i  fon  who  would   not  oblige  himfelf  by  oath  to  an  ex- 

L)nd°i728'  '  ^^   obfervation  of  the   treaty  [y).* The  province 

And  Mer-  of  Holland y  by  a  feparate  article,  engaged  never  to  per- 
curiusPoli-  mit  the  Prince  of  Orange  to  be  ftadtholdcr,  or  any  of 
ac^^'zoA*  bis  defcendants.  The  other  provinces,  againft  their  wills, 
p.  3457.  afterwards  did  the  like.  Mr,  Hume  ha<  added,  *  That 
3462.  <  eighty-five  thousand  pounds  were  ftipulated  to  be  paid 

'  by  the  Dutch  Eaji  India  company  for  lofl'es  which  the 

*  Eriglijh  company  had  fuftained  ;  and  the  ifland  o(  Po- 
(x)  Hift.  of*  lerone  in  the  EaJi  In.Ues  was  promifed  to  be  yielded  toi 
^[n*^TO?'"  '  ^^^  latter  (z)/  Nothing  of  this  appears  in  the  treaty 
P- 5*5*    '   ''*'^'^'     ^^-  ^"^rijh^  however^  inforn»- us,    *  That  the 

'  Dutch  complied  very  exa<5ily    with  the   terms  of  the 

*  treaty,  and  fent  commiffioners  into  England  w'^hm  the 

*  limited  time,  who  agreed  to   reOore  the  ifle  of  Pele- 

*  rone,  to  make  fatisfaftion  to  the  heirs  zind  executors  o^ 

*  thofe  who  had  been  maflacred  at  Ambo^na,  and  to  fur- 

*  nifh  nine  hundred  thoufand  livres,  at  two  payments^ 
(#)  Batavia  «  by  wav  of  compofition,  for  all  the  pretenfions  England 
vifl^'.    *  might' hitherto  have  againft  them  («).* 

533.  Crcimvell  carried  things   with    an   high  hand  durmg^ 

this  whole  affair.     The  /)«/f/7  deputies  were  plainly  told,, 

*  That  if  the  treaty  was  not  figned  before  their  depar- 
'            *  ture  from  hence,  and   mutual  engagements  paffed  for 

*  the  ratification  thereof  within  a  time  now  to  be  agreed 

*  upon,  his  highnefs  doth  declare,  that  he  fhall  not  hold 

*  hinifelf  obliged  thereunto  to  any  the  parts  thereof, 

*  but 
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fatisfacSion  ftipulated  for  the  m'urders  at  Am-^ 

boyna. 

*  but  (hall  account  the  treaty  to  be  at  an  end  [b).'     And  {b)  Thur- 
by  the  treaty  the   States-General   were  to  pay  down  in  l''e,vGLi, 
London  5000/.  llerling,  towards  the  charges  ot  the  mer- 
chants  in  going  to  Denmark  about   their  goods  and  ef- 

fedls  detained  there  9  20OCO  rix-dollars  to  luch  of  them 
as  Oliver  fliould  appoint  on  their  arrival  in  Denmark^  for 
repairing  their  ihips  and  fitting  them  for  fca  ;  and  caution 
and  fecurity  was  to  be  given  alfo  by  fufficient  men,  liv- 
ing in  London^  that  reflitution  fhould  be  made  bv  the 
States- General  for  the  damages  done  by  Denmark  to  the 
merchants.  This  fecurity  was  140,000/.  fterling  ;  the 
States  gave  a  bond  to  "fome  merchants  for  the  above 
fum,  and  the  ambalTadejrs  were  forced  to  give  them  ano-  (<r)i3<vd, 

ther  for  20,000  /.  more  to  fave  them  harmlefs  (r). "•  P-  *47' 

The  peace  was  proclaimed  at  London  April  it,  1654, 
with  great  folemnity :  after  which  the  ambafladors  were 
entertained  at  dinner  by  the  Protedor;  the  mufic  playing 
all  the  while.     *  The  Lord  Protedlor,  adds  the  ambaf- 

*  fador,  (from  whofe  relation  i  give  this)  had  us  into 

*  another  room,  where  the  Lady  ProtecSlrice  and  others 

*  came  to  us,  where  we  had  alfo  mulic  and  voices,  and 

*  a  Pfalm  fung,  which  his  highnefs  gave  us,  and  told 

'  us,  that  it  was  yet  the  beft  paper  that  had  been  ex-    . 
'  changed  between  us  {d)*     Cromwell  was  caieful  to  2^^.  ' 

adl  ftill  in  charadler. 1   have  obferved   in  the  text, 

that  this  peace  has  not  wanted  cenfurers.     ^r.  Ludlov^ 
feems  to  blame  it,  becaufe  there  was  no  provifion,  ffiade 
by  this  treaty  for  the  coalefcence  fo  much  infifted  upon 
during  the  adminiftration  of  affairs  by  the  parliament  {e)i^')  ^°^-  "• 
Mr.  Stubbe  for  its  leaving  undecided  the  fovereignty  of /Vj  Farther 
the  feas,  and  the  rights  of  the  fiihery  (/)  j  and  we  are  toid  Juftifica- 
that  Moncke  refented  it  '  as  a  bafe  treachery  in  Ciomivell^  to  **°"»  ?■  ^• 
'  make  a  fudden  peace  with  the  Dutch^  and  betray  all  the 

*  advantages  of  the  war,    that  he  might  go  up  to  the  C?^^"'"- 
'  throne  with   more  peace  and  fatisfa(£tion  (^).'     To  all  jvionck  V 
which   I  may  add  that  Mr.  Burrijh  obferves,  '  That  74. 

*  Cromwell's  acceptation  of  the  cxclufion  of  the  young 

'  Prince 
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bof^na.     On  this  occafion  medals  were  ftruck 
by  the  Dutch ,  and  poetical  panegyrics  (ccc) 

in 

*  Prince  of  Orange,  in  lieu  of  the  coalition,  is  an  unde- 

*  niable '  proof,  that  he  demanded    the   latter,    from  a 

*  motive  of  felf-intereft  ;  becaufe,  fays  he,  I  dare  affirm, 
ill^ff  aT"  '  '*•  ^°"'^  "°'  ^^  ^^^  intereft  of  the  nation  to  abolifti 
voi.ii.  p!  *  the  office  of  ftadtho'der  {h).'  The  reader  will  make 
5»9-           his  own  remarks   on  thefe  cenfures.     I  will  clofe  this 

note  with  obferving,  that  the  parliament  had  drawn  out 

a  fummary  of  the  damages  fuftained  by  the  Englijh  com- 

(/•)  MUton's  pany  in  the  Eajl  Indies  from  the  Dutch  Eajl  India  com- 

f^»fe  pany,  and  had  made  the  fum  total  1,681,996/.  15  j.  (/) 

ii.  p'  zoxT  '  Probably,  they  had  not  confidered  the  Dutch  claims  on 

the  £'r^/(^  at  that  time, 

(ccc)  AJedals  were  Jlruck  hy  the  Dutch,  and  poetical 
panegyrics  made  on  Oliver.]  The  Dutch  flruck  three 
medals  on  this  joyful  occafion.  Thefe  medals  repre- 
fented,  1 , 

I.  Neptune  on  a  car,  drawn  by  two  fea-horfes.  The 
fliields  of  arms  o^  England  and  Holland^  borne  on  his 
knees; on  each  fide  of  him  a  Triton fwimming;  and  on 
the  top  a  Caduceus,  which  fupports  Mercury's  winged 
hat  between  too  branches  of  a  palm. — Round  the  me- 
dal is  a  verfe  from  Terence^  altered  thus,  Amantium  Ira: 

jimicitia  Redintegraiio  eft. On  the  reverfe  was  this 

infcription  in  Dutch, — '  In  memory  of  the  peace,  union, 
and  folemn  confederacy  concluded  at  Wejlminjler,  Jpril 
15,  between  his  highnefs  the  Lord  Protedor  of  the 
commonwealth  of  Englanc^,  Scotland,  and  Ireland,  and 
their  Hi^h  Miohtinefles  the  States-General  of  the  Unit- 
^d«Provinces;  of  which  the  ratincations  were  duly  ex- 
iged  by  both  parties,  May  2,  and  publifhed  the* 
of  the  fame  month,  in  the  year  1654,  N.  S,' 

wo  women  fitting  togettier,  jointly  fupporting 
as  an  emblem  of  the  liflbrty  of  the  two  repub- 
he  EngHJh  dame  bea.rs  on  her  knees  a  harp, 
DutJ}  has  a  Belgic  lyon  couching  at  her  feet. 

«  Men- 
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in  praife  of  Oliver  were  compofed  by  fome 

of 

*  Mentibus  unitis  prifcus  procul  abfit  Amaror, 

*  Piiea  ne  fubito  parta  Cruore  ruant.* 

On  the  exergue. 

*  Conclufa  decimo  quinto  yf/nV//,  anno  1654/ 

Reverfe. 

Two  (hips,  one  carrying  the  colours  of  Holland^  and  the 

other  that  of  the  States. 

*  Luxuriat  gemino  nexu  tranquilla  Salo  res, 

*  Excipit  unanimes  to'tius  orbis  amor.* 

3.  The  figures  of  ^Peace  and  Juftice,  with  their  em- 
blems. 

*  Hje  mlhi  erunt  artes.' 

Reverfe. 

*  Quod  foelix  fauftumque  fit.     Pofl  atrox  Bellum,  quod 

*  inter  Anglica  Belgicaque  reipublicse  redtores,  bis  fruf- 

*  tra  tentatis   pads  conditionibus,    anno   1654  exarfit, 

*  in  quo  maximis  utrinque  Claffibus,  fex  Septentrionaliy 
'  duo  Mediterraneo  Mar'i^  pugnata  funt  cruenta  praelia, 
'  Dei  Optimi  Maximi  Beneficio,  Aufpiciis  Olivaru, 
'  Mag7i(B  Britannia  Protedoris,  Faederati  Belgii  Ordi- 

*  num.  Pax  cum  antiquo  Faedere  reftituta ;  cujus  opti- 

*  mae  rerum  in  memoriam  fempiternam  fenatus  popu- (^)P3''''a'' 

*  lufque   Amflelcdamenfii   hoc  monumentum  fieri  cura- hj^^"^^  , 
'  runt  {ky  xx'.  7*86.' 

I  have  mentioned  poetical  panegyrics  above.     Thefe 
now  are  to  be  given  an  account  of.     It  had  been,  as  it 
yet  is,  the  cuftom  for   the  univerfities  of  this  IcingdonW  ■  •" 
to  compofe  poems  in  different  languages  to  celebrate  th^     '  •' 
inaugurations   and    the   illuftrious    ad^ions    of    princesi,. 
Among  thefe  latter,  the  fettlement  of  peace  and  fnend- 
fhip  upon  honourable  and  beneficial  terms,  with  a  na-. 
tion  with   whom  they  contended,  has  ever  juftly  been, 
deemed  moft  glorious,     Inafmuch  as  the  end  thereb)^is 

accomn 
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of  both  univerfities,  whofe  names  fland  in 

the 

accompliflied,  and  the  blood  and  treafure  of  the  peo- 
ple preferved,  as  well  as  their  eafe  and  fafety  (ecured. 
On  fuch  an  occafionj  therefore,  as  the  peace  with  the 
Dutch^  it  was  but  natural  for  the  mufes  to  exult.  And, 
in  fa<3,  they  did  it.  The  moft  learned  men,  the  beft 
gcniufes,  and  thofe  who  afterwards  made  the  greateft 
figure  in  the  literary  world,  joined  in  celebrating  this 
glorious  event.  The  verfes  compofed  at  Cambridge 
were  publiflied   there,  with  the  following  title  ;  *  Oliva 

*  Pacis.     Ad  Illuftriffimum  Celfiffimumque  Oliverum, 

*  Reipub.  Angliae,  Scotias,  &  Hibernize  Dominum  Pro- 
(/)  Ex  cele-  c  teilorem ;  de  Pace  cum  Faederatis  Belgis  felieiter  fan- 
MdTmijeTy-'  ^'^^J  Carmen  Cantabrigienfe  (/;.'  Dr.  Seaman,  vice- 
pographeo.  chancellor,  introduces  them  to  his  highnefs  in  a  poem, 
'4tOi  1654.  Qf  which  the  following  lines  make  a  fmall  part. 

Desvcnlam;  nomen.  Dux  invi«5liflime,  veftrum 

Noftris  infcriptum  verfibus  efle  finas. 

Te  Prote^torem  Refpublica  noftra  falutat 

Te  Dominum,  domino  tu  mihi  major  eris. 

Quam  facile  eft,  Olivere,  tuum  grandefcere  nomen. 

Si  meritis  titulos  accumulare  licet. 

Primus  Marte,  nee  Arte  minor,  pietate  fecundus 

Nulli,  Militias  gloria,  Pacis  amor. 

Te  Duce,  folennes  agit  Anglia  laeta  triumphosy 
Junfto  cum  Batavis  fcedere  tuta  magis. 

Among  the  names  fubfcribed  to  the  poems  that  fol- 
low after,  are  Arn.wfmith^  Tuckney  and  Horton,  men  of 
fame  in  their  own  days ;  then  come  thofe  oiWhiLhcot,  and 
Cudworth^  whofe  fame  ftill  furvives,  and  whofe  writings 
render  them  immortal.  Dillingham.,  Duport,  If^orthing- 
taa,  JVray  \_Ray'\  GliJJ'oTiy  and  Bright,  eminent  for  their 
fkill  in  various  branches  of  learning,  bear  a  part  in  the 
colledion,  befides  a  variety  of  others,  now  little  known 
w;^egarded. 

Thtf' 
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the  firft  rank  among  the  learned. Crom- 

welly  I  know,  has  been   almoft   univerfally 
blamed  for  breaking  with  Spairiy  and  allying 

him* 

The  univerfity  of  Oxford  addrefled  his  highnefs  like-* 
wife.  The  book,  in  which  their  poems  are  contained, 
is  entitled,  *  Mufarum   Oxonienfium  'EAAIO^OPI'A. 

*  Sive,  ob  Fcedera,  Auipiciis  Sereniffimi  Oliveri  Rei- 

*  pub.  Ang.  Scot.  &  Hiber.  Domini  Protedloris,  inter 

*  Rempub.   Biitannicam   &  Ordines  Foederatos  Belgii 

*  Faeliciter  Stabilita,  Gentis  Togatae  ad  vada  Ifidis  Ce-  (m)dxon^ 

*  leufma  Metricum  (w).' The  dedication  to  this  4"-  »654; 

piece  is  in  profe  by  Dr.  Oweti^  vice-chancellor,  and  is 

full  of  expreffions  of  gratitude  to  Oliver  for  his  favours 
to,  and  prote£tion  of  the  univerfity.  After  which  we 
have  a  copy  of  verfes  by  the  fattie  hand,  and  a  great 
variety  of  others  in  feveral  languages  by  different  pens. 
Zcuchy  doiSlor  of  the  civil  law,  Harmer^  greek-profef- 
for,  and  Dr.  Ralph  Bathurji,  names  well  known  in  the 
republic  of  letters,  contributed  to  this  colledion,  and 
joined  in  celebrating  the  protedlor.  Befides  thefe,  we 
find  here  the  names  of  Bujby  (who  fo  long  ruled  in 
IVeJln.infler  fchool,  and  complied  with  every  change  of 
government  in  his  time)  and  Locke:  the  poem  of  the 
latter  I  will  here  infert,  as  it  may,  I  am  perfuaded,  bei 
acceptable  to  the  learned  reader. 

Pax  regit  Augufti,  quern  vicit  Julius  orbem  : 

Ille  fago  faftus  clarior,  ille  toga. 

Hos  fua  Roma  vocat  magnos  &  numina  credit, 

Hie  quod  fit  mundi  vi£tor,  &  ille  quies. 

Tu  bellum  et  pacem  populis  des,  unus  utrifq; 

Major  es ;  ipfe  orbem  vincis,  &  ipfe  regis. 

Non  homincm  e  coelo  miflum  Te  credimus  j  unus 

Sic  poteras  binos  qui  fuperare  deos  1 

I  will  only  add  fome  lines  out  of  Mr.  afterwards  D/. 
Soutb's  poem,,  in  the  fame  colledlion. 
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himfelf  to  France',  whether  juftly  (ddd)  or 

no, 

— Tu  Dux  pariter  Terrae  Domitorq;  profundi, 

Componant  laudes  cun6ta  elemcnta  tuas. 

Cui  mens  alta  fubelt  pelagoq;  profundior  ipfo, 

Cujus  fama  ibnat,  quam  procul  unda  fonat. 
%     If      ********** 

Tu  poteras  folus  motos  componere  fludus, 
Solus  Ne  tunum/ub  tua  vincla  dare. 
Magna  fimul  fortis  vicifti  &  multa  :  Trophasis 
Ut  mare,  lie  pariter  cedit   arena  tuis. 
Nomine  l-*2cifico  geftas  infignia  pads, 
Biandaq;  per  titulos  ierpit  Oliva  tuos. 

,  S  ath's       Would  any  one  think  this  panegyrift  fhould  after- 

be'inons,      wards,   in  print,  iV\\e  Cromwell  *  a  lively  copy  of  y^ro- 

voi  i,  p.       *  lo^f/i  (w)  ?'  or  have  the  face  to  fay  of  the  ruling  ec- 

L^^d  T  '  clefiaftics   of  thefe  times,  *  that  Z  fl/;n  was  with   them 

~   '  a  mortal  crime,  and  Greek,  inftead  of  being  owned 

*  for  the  language  of  the  Holy  Ghott  (as  in   the  Neiv 

*  TtJ'ament  it  is)  was  looked  upon  as  the  fm  againft  it ; 

*  fo  that,  in  a  word,  they  had   all  the  confufions   of 
'   Babel    amongft     them     without     the     diverfity    of 

(e)  Id.  Vol.  '  tongues  (&)  ?'     But   this  was   Dr.  South. The 

iji.  p.  544.  volume  is  clofed  with  fome  verfes  from  the  printer  to 
his  highnefs  the  lord  protestor.  This  was  Leonard 
LichfieU,  efquire,  bedle  of  divinity,  as  he  ftiles  himfelf. 
He  lived  to  perform  the  fame  honour  to  Charles  II. 
as  did  many  of  the  gentlemen  above  mentioned.  For 
praife,  for  the  time,  follows  fortune:  and  he  who  has 
the  power  of  conferring  benefits  will  never  want  flat- 
terers.  We  fee,  however,  from  hence,  that  Crom- 
well had  equd  honours  paid  him  at  heme  as  well  as 
abroad,  with  our  kings;  which  was  no  unacceptable 
thing,  we  may  aflure  ourfelves,  to  fo  ambitious  a 
mind  as  his,  who  fought  greedily  for  fame,  and  was 
willing  to  perpetuate  his  name  by  deeds  of  renown. 
(ddd)  Cromwell  has  been  blamed  for  his  breach  with 
Spain  and  alliance  with  Francej  but  whether  jujUy,  &c.j 

in- 
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no,  may  be  queftioned,  notwithftanding  the 

num- 

Inftead  of  amufing  the  reader  with  the  uncertain  con- 
jectures of  various  writers,  on  this  very  important  fub- 
]g^,  I  will  give  him  Mr.  Thurloe'^  account  of  the  ne- 
gotiations between   England^  France  and  Spain,  as   far 
as  they  relate  to  Oliver  i  then  will  naturally  follow  the 
cenfures  paft  on  his  condudl,  which  will  produce  fome 
obfervations  tending  to  the  protestor's  juftification. 
'  Upon  Cromwell^s  afluming   the  government,    Don 
AloTifo  de  Cardenas,  the  Spanijh  ambaflador   then  re- 
fiding  in  London,  after  making   the  general   compli- 
ments in  the  high  ftrain,  mentioned  in  the  note  (a  a  a), 
came  to  particular  propofitions  on  the  part  of  Spayne^ 
propounding  a  conjunction  hclvfcen  England  and  Spayne 
again(t   France,    upon    two    grounds:    i.   To   bring 
Frame  to  a  good   peace,  and  thereby  to  obtain   reft 
and  quiet  to  all  Chriftendome,  which  was  miferably 
embroiled    through    the   ambition    of  France,    who 
would  liften  to  no  reafonab!e  terms  of  peace,  unlefs 
they  were  conftrained  thereto  ;  and    the  moft  likely 
and   vifible  means   to  efFe6t  that  was,  by  the  united 
counfels   and  forces  of  England  and    Spayne.     2.  In 
this  peace  the  eftablilliment  of  Oliver   in  the  govern- 
ment  of  thefe  nations  fhould   be   provided    for,  and 
particularly  fecured,  againft  the  clayme  and  title  of 
his   now    Majefty    [Cbar/es    II. J ;    propounding,  that 
one  of  the  articles  of  the  peace  fhould   be  to  defend 
Oliver   in    the    aforefaid  government,   declaring   that 
Spayne  would   never  lay  downe  their  arms,  nor  make 
peace  with  France,  till  that  crowne  alio  would  agree 
thereto;  by  which  means  the  {landing  of  Oliver  would 
be  made  firm  and  ftable,  having,  belides  his  own  in- 
terelt  here,  two  of  the  chiefeft  crownes  of  Europe  to 
fupport  and  ftrengthen  him  :  making  mention  here,, 
by  way   of  inducement,  and  to  perfwade  that  Spa  ne 
was  real,  and  in  good  earned  in  this  particular,  of  the 
great  difobligations,  that  the  late  King  had   put  upon 
the  King  of  Spayne^  and  the  ill  dealing  he  had  re-* 
1>  b  a  *  ceivei 


37- 


THE    LIFE     OF 

number  and  quality  of  the  cenfurers.     Far 

the 

*  ceived  from  him    in  feveral   rencounters,    which  his 

*  Majefty  of  Sfayne  did  fo  much  refent,  that  there  could 

*  never  be  any  confidence  again  between  Sfayne  and  that 
«  family  ;  nor  would  it  be  the  intereft  of  Spt^yne^  that 

*  any  of  that  lyfte  fliould  be  reftored  to  this  govern- 
'  ment.  Thence  concluding,  that  Oliver  could  not 
'  relye  in  this  matter,  upon  any  prince  or  ftate  in  Eu^ 

*  rope^  fo  much  as  upon  Spayng,  labouring,  at  the  fame 

*  time,  to  render  the  alliance  with  France  not  only  ufe- 

*  lefs  but  dangerous,  fave  in  the  way  before  expreffed ; 
»   wherein  the  treaty  might  be  fo  ordered,  that  \i  France 

*  did  break  any  of  the  articles,  in  prejudice  of  OHvtry 

*  or  his  government  in  £ff_?.tfn^^,  S'/)fl;n^  would  be  obliged 

*  to  join  with  Ergland  for  the  making  good  thereof. 

*  The  particulars  which  he  defired  of  £rgiaf;d  in  this 
«  conjunftion  againft  France,  was  at  firfl  only  four  thou- 

*  fand   foldiers  to   ferve  with  the   Spanifi  army,    and 

*  twelve  Giips  of  war  to  be  joined  with  their  fleet  in  the 

*  def'gns   they   had    againft    France   about   Bourdecux. 

*  This  propofition  came  afterwards  to  an  entire  Ergljh 

*  army  of  horfe  and  foot,  that  might  be  able  to  march 

*  in  any  part  of  France.  And  as  ttTthe  charge  of  tranf- 
'  porting  and  keeping  fuch  an  army,  Don^J'cnfo  pto- 

*  pounded    (as    1    remember)  that  Spayne   fliould   bear 

*  two  third  parts,  and  the  like  of  the  fleet,  which  be- 

*  inj  computed,  he  was  willing  to  pay  part  downe, 
'  «nd  fo  much  yearly,  as  long  as  this  war  fliould  con- 
^  tinue. 

'  At  the  fame  time  arrived  here  monfieur  Ljgne  from 

*  the  prince  of  Cnde,  befiaes  monfieur  Barriered  that  was 

*  here  alfo,  and  feme  deputies  from  the  town  of  Bouf- 

*  deaux,  offering  reaibns  for  a  war  againft  France,  and 
'  propounding  defigns  relating  to   Bourdeaux,    and    the 

*  pai^ts  thereabouts,  wherein  England  might  engage  (as 

*  they  thought)  with   great  advantage}   and  this   part 

*  was  alio  managed  by  Den  A-enjo, 

•  Thefe 
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the  inequality  between  the  two  crowns  was 

far 


*-  Thefe  propofitions  were  communicated    to  Oliver 

*  by  thofe  who  met  Dsn  Alonfo  thereupon  ;  but  his  own 
'  inclinations  being  not  for  any  conjundlion  with  Spaym^ 
*■  they  were  only  therefore  difcourfed  of,  but  the  an- 
'  fwere  thereunto  was  delayed. 

*  France,    during  this  time,  did  alfo  make  knowne 

*  by  monfieur  Bo!.>rdeaux  their  defires  of  holding  a  good 

*  underftanding  with  Oliver,  and    founded  his  inclina- 

*  tions  of  a  nearer  conjuodiion  with  France,  and  moo- 

*  fieur  de  Baas  was  fent  immediately  from  the  cardinaU, 

*  and  as  his  confident,  to  aflure  0/zWr  of  ii is  particular 

*  fervice.     And  both  the  one  and  the  other  did  exprefs 

*  the  defires  that  France  had  of  entering  into  a  league 

*  defeiifive  and  ofFenfive  with  England,  and  of  proceed- 
-f  ing    by  joint  counfels  towards   Spayne  ;    and    that  .if 

*  England  will   either  joyne   their  arms   to  France,  or 

*  make  war  againft   Spayne   upon   their   own   bottom> 
'  they  would  contribute  to  the  charge  ;  defiling,  in  the 

*  mean  tyme,    that  the   former   treatys   between  thefe 

*  two  dates  may  be  renewed.     To  all  this  general  an- 
'  fwers    were   given,    expreffing  very    good    intentions 

*  towards  France ;  and   1   do  not  remember,  that,  any 
'  thing  more   particular  was  faid  at  this  time,  nor  dur- 

*  ing  all  the   time  that   rnonfieur  deBaas  ftaycd  here  j 
'  who    was  commanded  to  depart  this  country,  upon 

*  intelligence,  that  he  had   intrigues  here  with   feveral 

*  perfpns,  tending  to  the  publick  difturbaqce. 

'  Don  Alonfo  receiving  no  anfwer  to  his  propofitions, 

*  and  perceiving  a  coldnefs  in  that  bufinefs,  fignified  to 
.*  Oliver,  that  the   intention    of  his  mafter  vas  not  to 

*  engage  England  in  a  war  againft  France,  in  cafe  the 

*  prefent  government  found  it  not  to  be  for  their  own 

*  intereft;  but  that  his  chief  hope  was  to  mainta.ine  a 
'  conftant  good  intelligence  with  England.     And  there- 

*  fore  propounded,  that  the  former  alliances  may  be  re- 

*  newed,  as  the  firft  ftep  towards  a  nearer  union.     Ac- 
'  cordingly  commiflioners  were   afligned  to   treat  with 

B  b  3  '  him 
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far  enough  from  being  then  as  vifible  as  it 

af- 


him  thereupon,  and  feverall  conferences  there  were 
upon  the  concept  of  a  treaty,  moftly  drawne  out  of 
the  treaty  of  1630.  Amongft  other  difficulties  thefe 
three  following  were  the  chief. 

*  I.  Touchingthe^/^(?/?-/«<//Vj,  the  debate  whereof  was 
occafioned  upon  the  firft  article  of  the  aforefaid  treaty 
of  1630,  whereby  it  is  agreed,  that  there  fhould  be  a 
peace,  amity  and  friendfbip  between  the  two  Kings, 
and  their  refpedive  fubje<5ts5  in  all  parts  of  the  world, 
as  well  in  Europe  as  elfewhere.  Upon  this  it  was 
fhewed,  that,  in  contravention  of  this  article,  the 
En^ltjh  were  treated  by  the  Spanyards  as  enemies, 
wherever  they  were  met  in  America^  though  faylmg 
to  and  from  their  owne  plantations;  and  infifted  that 
fatisfa<Sli6n  was  to  be  given  in  this,  and  a  good  foun- 
dation of  friendftiip  lay'd  in  thofe  parts  for  the  future 
between  their  refpedlive  fubjedis  (the  Englijh  there 
being  very  confiderable,  and  whofe  fafety  and  intereft 
the  government  here  ought  to  provide  for)  or  elfe  there 
could  be  no  folid  or  lafting  peace  eftablifhed  between 
thefe  two  flates  in  Europe. 

*  2.  The  fecond  difference  was  touching  the  inquifi- 
tlon,  the  danger  whereof  all  oar  Englijh  merchants, 
trading  in  Spayne,  were  expofed  to.  And  in  that  it 
was  defired,  that  out  of  the  article,  which  related  to 
the  EngUJh  merchants  exercife  of  their  religion  in 
Spayne^  thofe  words  might  be  omitttd  (mndo  ne  dent 
fcandrdum)  and  that  liberty  might  be  granted   to  the 

faid  merchants  to  have  and  ufe  in  Spayne  Englijh  Bi- 
bles, and  other  religious  books.  To  thefe  two  Don 
yilonjo  was  pleafed  to  anfwer.  That  to  afic  a  liberty 
from  the  inquifition,  and  free  fayling  in  the  Wejl-hi- 
dies,  was  to  ask  his  maker's  two  eyes  ;  and  that  no- 
thing could  be  done  in  thefe  points,  but  according  to 
the  pradlice  of  former  times. 

*  3.  T  he  third  difference  was  in  relation  to  fome  par- 
Uculars  of  trade,  as  the  King's  decrying  and  advancing 

«  bis 
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afterwards  appeared  j    and  Crcmivell  always 

had 


his    coin,    to  the   infinite   prejudice   of  the   EngUJhj 

'  The  debates  upon  thefe  articles  gave  no  great  fatif- 
faclion  to  either  fide,  nor  increafed  the  confidence, 
but  rather  (hewed,  that  the  principles  of  England  and 
Spayne^  at  that  time,  were  very  different,  and  that 
it  would  be  hard  to  make  their  interefts  to  agree.  At 
the  fame  time  there  were  feveral  conferences  alfo  with 
the  French  ambafTador,  upon  a  treaty  with  France  upon 
the  ground  of  the  former  alliances.  Then  it  came 
into  debate  before  Oliver^  and  his  councill,  with  which 
of  thefe  crowns  an  alliance  was  to  be  thofen.  Oliver 
himfelf  was  for  a  war  with  Spayne,  at  leaft  in  the 
Weji-Indies^  if  fatisfadion  were  not  given  for  the  paft 
damages,  and  things  well  fettled  for  the  future.  And 
moft  of  the  council  went  the  fame  way,  and  inclined 
to  hold  good  intelligence  with  France  j  and  fome  of 
the  reafons  for  this  opinion  were : 

*  I.  In  reference  to  his  Majefty,  to  wit,  that  by  en- 
tertaining a  good  and  confident  correfpondence  with 
France-,  the  King  of  England  and  his  brother  might 
be  removed  out  of  Fiance,  and  thereby  a  perpetuall 
enmity  ftated  between  his  faid  Majefty  and  the  King 
of  France  ;  and  fo  all  hopes  of  his  reftitution  by  fuc- 
cours  from  Fiance  taken  away.  And  Fran.e  was 
looked  upon  as  the  only  foreign  power  that  Oliver 
need  confider  as  to  the  King's  reftitution.     For, 

*  I.  Their  relation  in  blood  might  incline  them  to 
it,  and  the  treatyes  upon  the  match  would  give  them 
greater  pretences  to  reftore  the  King  than  any  other 
Itate  could  have, 

'  2.  1  hey  could  employ  in  this  fervice,  and  engage 
in  it  the  proteftants  of  France,  which  might  very  dan- 
gerouJly  divide  us  at  home. 

*  3.  There  was  always  a  great  confidence  between 
the  French  and  the  Scoti,  which  the  French  conftantly 
made  ufe  of  as  a  back-door  into  England  j  and,  as  af- 

B  b  4  *  fairs 
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had   it   in  his   power  to  break   loofe,  and 

throw 


fairs  flood  in  Scotland^  it  would  not  be  hard  to  fet  all 
in  a  flame  there.  And,  although  it  was  fuppofed, 
that  if  his  Majefty  were  excluded  France,  he  would 
betake  himfclf  to  Spayne,  yet  this  was  not  thought 
dangerous ;  becaufe  his  being  in  Spayne  feemed  rather 
difadvantageous  to  his  returne  than  otherwife,  the 
Engliflj  being  always  jealous  and  afraid  of  the  princi- 
ples of  SpcytUf  and  who  had  no  intereft  here  but  the 
papift  J  the  prefbyterian  party,  whom  Oliver  was 
defirous  enough  to  engage  in  his  affairs,  having  ever 
(hewed  the  greateft  averfion  to  the  Spanyard. 
*  4.  In  the  next  place,  an  ill  underftanding  with 
Fraace  lay  contrary  to  the  amity  with  Sweden,  which 
Oliver  defired  always  to  cherifb  upon  feveral  confide- 
rations. 

'  5.  A  good  intelligence  there  was  thought  fafer  for 
the  proteftants  there  than  a  war.  So  it  was  refolved 
to  take  all  opportunities  to  maintain  a  good  under- 
flanding  with  France,  and  to  fend  a  fleet  and  land 
forces  into  the  IVeJi-Indies^  where  it  was  taken  for 
granted  the  peace  was  already  broken  by  the  Spa- 
ryard,  contrary  to  the  former  treatyes;  and  not  to 
meddle  with  any  thing  in  Europe,  until  the  Sp>nyard 
ihould  begin,  unlefs  the  American  fitet  fliould  be  met 
with,  which  was  looked  upon  as  lawful  prize.  And 
now  the  confideration  was  of  joining  with  France  in 
this  war  upon  the  grounds  aforefaid,  which  France 
offered  to  do.  And  a  treaty  there  was  touching  a 
fquadrcn  of  fhips  to  join  with  the  Fi  ench  as  auxili- 
aryes  only  to  Frc7jce,  that  fo  no  breach  might  be  in 
E-rote  with  Spayr.e  on  the  part  of  Er.gland',  as  alfo  a 
fum  of  money  was  propounded  to  be  given  hy  France^ 
in  cafe  England  wiii  declare  war  againft  Spayne  in  any 
part  of  the  world.  But  many  difficulties  and  delays 
falling  cut  in  this  treaty,  the  fleet  was  fcnt  away  in- 
to the  IVeJl-Indies.  And  a  war  followed  thereupon 
between  England  ^vA  Spayne^  without  the  leaft  com- 

'  munication 
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throw  himfelf  into  the  oppoiite  fcaie,  if  cir- 

cum- 

'  munlcation  of  counfels  with  France,  whereby  i^r<2»r< 

*  had  its  end  for  nothing.  Then  arrives  here  the  mar^ 
'  quis  de  Leda^  as  extraordinary  arhbafiador  from  Spayne^ 

*  expreflirig  defires  of  renewing  the  peace,  but  returned 

*  re  InfeBa.     And  now  there  was  no  more  difcourfe  of 

*  a  league  defenfive  and  ofFenfive  with  France,,  which 
,■*  the  councill  were  never  for  ;  but  the  former  peace  was 
"*  renewed  with  fome  aherations,  in  reflect  of  the  pre- 

*  font  tyme,  which  is   in  print ;  and  an   article    by  it- 

*  felf  for   exclufion  of  his  Majefty,  his  hlghnefle  the 

*  duke  of  Yurke^  prefently,  and  his  highnefle  the  duke 

*  of  Gloucejier  after  ten  years,  with  fome  other  perfons 
'  particularly  named,  out  of  France.     This  was  all  that 

y  pafled  between  Oliver  and  the  king  or  cardinal]  of 
^  France,  for  fome  years,  fave  very  civil  mefTages  and 

*  alTurances  of  mutuall  fcrvices,  as  occafion  fhould  be. 

*  In  the  mean  tyme   Oliver  caft  with  himfelf  how  to 

*  get  footing  on  the  continent,  which,  he  always  much 

*  longed  for.     And  there  was  a  defigne  to  have  drawne 

*  Flanders  to  revolt  from  Spayne ;  and,  to  that  end,  to 
'  have  dealt  with  fdme  of  the  great  towns  to  have  de- 

*  clared  themfelves  a  commonwealth,  under  the  pro- 

*  tedlion   of  the  prince  6f  Conde  ;  and  he    was  to    be 

*  founded    in    it,    how  he   would  inclyne   thereto,    if 

*  England  and  Frame  did  affift  hym  therein,  and  fo, 
'*  by  that  means,  to  have  fatisfyed  Conde  to  live  out  of 
***  France,  and  to  have  eafed   the  cardinall  of  the  feare 

*  of  hisj-eturne.     But  proper  mediums  being  not  found 

*  out  to   found  the  prince  of  Conde,  and   it  being   not 

*  relifted  in  France^  it  was  no  further  profecuted. 

*  Afterwards  there  were  propofitions  of  joining  in  the 

*  war  againft  the  Spanyard  in  Flanders.,  whereupon  there 

*  was  a  treaty  made  in  the  year  1657.  The  effedl  was, 
.*  that  Oliver  fhould  fend  into  France  or  Flanders  6coo 

*  foot,  3C00  at  the  charge  of  England,  and  3000  at  the 

*  charge  of  France ;  that  the  whole  being  landed,  fliould 

*  come  under  the  pay  of  France.     That  with  thefe,  and  a 

*  French  army  of  horfe  and  foot,  the  king  fhould  that  yeare 

*  be- 
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cumftances  (hould  alter.     But,  be  this  as  it 

may, 

*  befiege  Graveling  or  Dunkirk  ;  and  either  being  taken, 
'  to  deliver  it  with  all  the  forts  into  the  Englifo  hands, 

*  viz.  Dunkirk    abfolutely,    and    Graveling   by  way  of 

*  caution,  until  Dunkirk  fhould   be  taken  and  delivered. 

*  That  the  priviledges  of  the    town  and    the  religion 

*  (hould  remayne  in  the  fame  ftate  as  before  j  and  that 

*  no   peace  or   truce  be    made  with   Spayne  by  either 

*  during  that  yeare.  The  French  that  year  took  only 
'  Mar  dyke  fort,  fo  that  the  treaty  was  in  February  1657-8 
'  renewed  for  another  yeare ;  and,    according  thereto, 

*  Dunkirk  was  taken  and  put  into  the  EngUjh  hands, 

*  Further  treaties  were  intended  for  the  joint  manage- 
ip)  Thar-    «  ment  of  the  war  in  Flanders,  but  the  death  of  Oliver 

'    ° '      *  prevented  it  (/>).'— —^ Thefe  were   the  motives   of 

762.  Cr;;nztv//'s  preferring  the  friendftiip  of -Frcwrif,  and  mak- 

ing war  with  Spain,  of  which  the  intelligent  reader 
will  form  his  own  judgment.  The  world,  for  the  moft 
part,  however,  has  blamed  his  conduit  in  this  affair, 
as  will  appear  by  the  following  quotations.  *  Cromwelly 
fays  Mr.  Bethelt  (for  he,  I  believe,  was  the  author  of 
the  IVorliTsMiJlake  in  Oliver  Cromwel)  *  contrary  to  our 
'  intereft,  made  an  unjuft  war  with  Spain,  and   an  im- 

*  politic  league  with  France,  bringing  the  firft  thereby 
<  under,  and  making  the  latter  too  great  for  Chriften- 

*  dome;  and,  by  that  means,  broke  the  ballance  be- 

*  twixt  the  two  crowns  of  Spain  and  France,  which  his 

*  predeceflbrs,  the  long  parliament,  had   always   wifely 

*  preferved.     In  this  diftionefl-   war  with  Spain,  he  pre- 

*  tended  and  endeavoured  to  impofe  a  belief  on  the  world, 

*  that  he  had  nothing  in  his  eye,  but  the  advancement 

*  of  the  proteftant  caufe,  and  the  honour  of  the  nation; 

*  but  his  pretences  were  either  fraudulent,  or  he  was 

*  ignorant  in  foreign  affairs  (as  I  am  apt  to  think,  that 

*  he  was  not  guilty  of  too  much  knowledge  in  them.) 

*  For  he  that  had  known   any   thing  of  the  temper  of 

*  the    Popifli    prelacie,    and   the  French  court- policies, 

*  could  not  but  fee,  that  the  way  to  increafe,  or  pre- 

'  ferve, 
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may,  honour  and   profit  accrued  hereby  to 

the 


'  ferve,    the  reformed  intereft  in   France^  was  by  ren- 

*  dering  the  proteftants  of  necefTary  ufe  to  their  King  ; 
«  for,  that  longer  than  they   were  fo,  they  could  not 

*  be  free  from  perfecution,  and  that  the  way  to  render 

*  them  To,  was  by   keeping  the  ballance  betwixt  Spain 

*  and  France  even,  as  that  which   would   confequentiy 

*  make  them  ufeful  to  their  King  :  but  by  overthrowing 
*^the  ballance  in  his  war  w\\.h  Spain ^  and  joining  with 
'f-  France,  he  freed  the  French  King  from  his  fears  of 
•^  Spain,  enabled  him  to  fubdue  all  factions   at  home, 

*  and  thereby  to  bring  himfelf  into  a  condition  of  not 

*  ftaiiding  in  need  of  any  of  them,  and  from  thence 
'  hath  proceeded   the  perfecution  that  hath  fince  been, 

*  and  ftill  is,  in  that  nation,  againft  the  reformed  there; 

*  fo  that  Oliver,  inftead  of  advancing  the  reformed  in- 

*  tereft,  hath,  by  an  error  in   his  politicks,  been   the 

*  author  of  deftroying  it.     The  honour  and  advantage 

*  he  propounded  to  this  nation  in  his  pulling  down  of 

*  Spain,  had  as  ill  a  foundation  :  for,  if  true,  as  was 
'  faid,  that  we  were  to  have  had  Ojiend  and  Newport, 

*  fo  well   2^  Dunkirk,  (when  we  could   get  them)  they 

*  bore  no  proportion,    in  any  kind,  to  all  the  reft  of  the 

*  King  of  Spain's  European  dominions,  which  muft  ne- 

*  ceflarily  have   fallen   to  the  French  King's  (hare,  be- 

*  caufe  of  their  joining  and   nearnefs  to  him,  and  re- 

*  m.otenefs  from  us,  and  the  increafing  the  greatnefs  of 
f  (o  near  a  neighbour,  muft   have   increafed  our  future 

<  dangers  (y).' Mr.  Eurrijh,    after  mentioning   the  ^^^^r^^s'^ 

offers,  made  to  Cromwell  from  France  and  Spain,  in  or-  Miftake, 
der  to  obtain  his  friendfhip,  fays,  *  in  thefe  circum- &c.  p.,4, 
ftances,  perhaps,  the  wifeft  courfe  had  been  to  have 
fate  ftill,  and  entertained  both  fides  in  fufpence,  un- 
der favour  of  which  the  commerce  of  Great  Britain 
could  not  fail  to  have  flourifhed.  But  the  protestor 
was  not  eafy  at  home.  Some  of  thofe  who  had  been 
the  means  of  his  elevation,  either  from  envy,  or  a  true 
republican  principle,  were  become  his  enemies ;  the 

*  na- 
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the  Rnglifi  nation,  and  fuch   too  as  it  has, 

and 


'  nation  was  accuffomed'to  war,  and  feemed  to  take 
'  pleafure  in  it;  all  which  induced  Cromwell  to  break 
'  with   feme  of  his  neighbours,  that  he  might  find  em- 

*  ployment  abroad  for  thofe  bufy  fpirits,  which,  if  left 
'  at   home,    would   certainly  have  engaged  in  popular 

*  commotions.      \  hus  the  proteftor   having  refolved    a 

*  war  from  a  motive  of  felf-intereft,  the  fame  principle 
'  made  him    prefer  the   alliance  of  France  to   that  of 

*  ^pain  ;  becaufe  Philip  IV.  was  neither  fo  redoubtable 
'  an  enemy  as  Lewis  Xi  V.  nor  fo   capable   of  ferving 

*  Crcmwell  in  the   quality  of  a   friend.     The  principal 

*  dominions  of  Spain  were  fituated  at  a  great  diftance 

*  from   England 'i  and,  as  to  the   naval  power   of  that 

*  crown,  which  had  lately  been  the  terror  of  the  univerfe, 
*:  it  was  now  fo  reduced,  that  when.  In  confcqucnce  of 
^  the  forementioned  treaty,  movi^izux  d^Turenne  formed 

*  the  fiege  of  Dunkirk  with  the  confederate  troops  of 

*  France  and  England,  a  fmall  fquadron  of  Englijh  fhips 

*  ferved  to  block  up  the  port,  and  prevent  the  garrifon 

*  from    receiving   any  relief  by  Tea.     In  thefe  circum- 

*  ftances  the  Spani^.rds  run  a  very  great  rifque  of  having 

*  their  flota  fall  into  the  hands  of  the  Eng/ijh,  and  to 

*  this  we  may  add;  that  the  ill  condition  of  their  af- 
•*.Yairs   in    the  I l^eji- In des,  gave  the  protestor  hopes  of 

*  annexing  Hiffaniola  to  the  dominions  of  Great  Britain. 
*■  But  ,thii  weaknefs    of  the  Spariarils,  which    invited 

*  Cpo:}iXvell  into  the  war,  and  feemed  to  afTure  him   of 

*  fuccefs,  was   a  very  (Irong  reafon  why  he  ought  not 

*  to  have  broke  with  them  ;  becaufe  he  could  not  conti- 
'  nue  to  deprefs  the  crown  of  Siain  without  deilroying 

*  the  equality  of  power,  that  ought  to  fubfift  between 
*thefeveral  great  ftates  of  Euiope,  and  elevatin2  France 

*  to  fuch -an  exorbitant  degree,  as  would  enable  her  to 

*  lord  it  at  pleafure  over  all  her  neigbours.  The  pro- 
^  teftor  knew  this  extremely  well,  and  there  are  thoe  who 

*  have  affirmed,  that,  before  his  death,  he  had  taken  a 

*  refolution  to  reconcile  himfelf  with  the  court  oiMadrid. 

«  After 
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'and  yet   continues   to   enjoy.     For  though 

the 


*  After  having  acquired  Dunkirk  and  'Jamaica^  during 

*  his  alliance    with  France^  he  had    a  mind  to  poflefs 

*  himfelf  of  Calais  by  the  affiftance  of  the  Spaniards  ; 

«  but,  as  he  did  not  live  to  effea  this,  he  Itft  the  French  [ll^^f^f"" 

*  very  great  gainers  by  the   meafures  they  had    taken  vol.  ii.  ^ 

*  with  him  (r).'     Lord   Bclingbroke  cenfures  Oliver  in  483. 
flrong  terms   likewife.     Hear  him.     *  Cromwell  either 

'  did  not  diicern,  fays  his  lordfhip,  this  turn  of  the  balr 

*  lance   of  power  [from   Spain  to  FranceJi or,  difr 

'  cerning  it,  he  was  induced  by  reafons  of  private  in.r 

*  tereft  to   z£i  againfl  the  general  intereft  of  Europe. 

*  Ciomzvcil  joined  with  France  againft  Spain^  and  tho' 
'  he  got  Jamaica  and  Dunkirk,  he  drove  the  Spaniards 
'  into  a  necefTity  of  making  a  peace  with  France^  that 
'  has  difturbed  the  peace  of  the  world  almoft  fourfcore 

*  years,  and  the  confequences  of  which  have  well  nigh 

*  beggared  in  our  times  the  nation  he  enflaved  in  his. 
'   1  here  is  a   tradition,  I  have   heard   it  from  perfons 

*  who  lived  in  thofe  days,  and,  I  believe,  it  came  from 

*  Thurloe^  that  Crcm'jceil  v-^as   in  treaty  with  Spain^  and 

*  ready  to  turn  his  arms  againft  Fiance^  when  he  died, 

*  If  this  fact  was  certain,  as  little  as  I  honour  his   me- 

*  mory,  I  fhould  have  fome  regret  that  he  died  {o  foon. 

*  But  whatever  his  intentions  were,  w'e  muft  charge 

*  the  Pyrenean  treaty,  and  the  fatal  confequences  of  it, 
'  in  great  meafure,  to  iiis  account.     The  Spaniards  ab- 

*  horred  the  thought  of  marrying  their  Infanta  to  Lewis 

*  XIV.     It  was  on  this  point  that  they  broke  the  ne- 

*  gotiation   Liontie  had  begun :  and  your  lordlhip  wHl 

*  perceive,  that  if  they  refumed  it  afterwards,  and  of- 

*  fered  the  marriage  they  had   before  rejefied.  Cram-  (j)  Letters 

'  itW/'s  league  with  France  was  a  principal  inducement  ""'^^  ^"fj 

*  to  this  alteration  of  theirirelol-ution  (s). Mr.  Hume  hiftory,  vol. 

joins  in  the  cry  againft  Crcmivelly  and  peremptorily  de-  i-  p.~2;t. 
clares,  *  That,  if  he  had  underftood  and  regarded  the  in-  ^^"*  ^"'»<'»- 
'  tereft  of  his  country,  he  would  have  fupported  the 

*  declining  condition  of  Spain   againft    the  dangerous 

*  am- 
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the   expedition    to   Hifpaniokiy    under    the 

joint 

*  ambition  of  France,    and   preferved  the   ballance   of 
'  power,  on  which  the  greatnefs   and  fecurity  of  Eng~ 

*  land  fo  much  depends.  Had  he  ftudied  only  his  own 
'  interefts,  he  would  have  maintained  an  exact  neutra- 

*  lity  betwixt  th'fe  two  great  monarchies  j  nor  would 
'  he  ever  have  hazarded  his  ill  acquired  and  unlettled 
'  power,  by  provoking  foreign  enemies,  who  might 
'  lend  aflirtance  to  domeftick  faction,  and  overturn  his 
'  tottering  throne.     But  his  magnanimous  courage  un- 

(0  Hiftory    '  dervalued  danger  :  his  adtive  difpofition  and  avidity  of 

of  Great      (  extenfive  glory  made  him  incapable  of  repofe  (r).' 

ii.  p.  65.       Thefe  are  the  p.rincipal  objei5tions  to  CrorrrwelC^  entering 
into  the  war  with  Spuin^  and  leaguing  with  France :  ob- 
jedions  it  muft  be  owned  at  this  diitance  of  time,  and 
in  our  view  of  things,  iextreamly  plaufible,  but  which 
poflibly  would  have  been  deemed  but  of  httle  force  had 
they  bedn  urged  when  thefe  important  affairs  were  under 
deliberation.      For  Jet  it   be  conlidcred    that  Cromwell 
was  at  liberty  to  wage  war  with  Spain,  on  account  of 
its  cruelties  to  the  Engiifu  in  America,  and  the   reftric- 
tions   laid  on  their   commerce.      To  avenge  innocent 
blood,  procure  fatisfaclion  for  injuries  paft,  and  fecu- 
rity for  the  time  to  come,  is  worthy  a  fovereign,  and  me- 
rits praife  from  all Again  j  with  France  the  Protec- 
tor had    no  quarrel.     Calais  was  too  old  an  aft'air  to 
ground  a  war  on  ;    and  the  making  ufe  of  it  as  a  pre- 
tence for  it,  would  have  been  deemed  ridiculous  and  un- 
juft. France,  'tis  true,  was  capable  of  hurting  Oli- 
ver more  than  Spain;  but  it  muft  be  very  idle  to  make 
it  criminal  in  him  to  prefer  her  friendftiip  for  that  among 
other  reafons.      'Tis  fufficient  the  public  good   is  not 
facrificed  to  private  intcrcft :  to  expect  men  in  power,  how 
wife  and  good  foever,  will  have  i<o  regard  to  their  own 
prefervation  and  fafety,  is  perhaps  too  much,     I  do  not 
remember  many  inftance's  of  it  in  latter  times.     But  the 
great  objection  we  fee  is,   the  ballance  of  power  be- 
tween the  two  crowns  was  by  Croimveii's  means  broken, 

and 
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joint  command  of  Pen  and  Venabksj  through 
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and  France  thereby  enabled  to  give  the  law  to  Chrif- 
tendom.  But  O/zz/^r,  I  prefume,  muft  be  acquitted  on 
this  head,  if  it  appears  that  it  was  imagined  at  that  time 
that  the  ballance  was  on  the  fide  oi Spain;  that  in  fait 
the  two  crowns  were  much  nearer  on  an  equality  than 
the  objedtors  fuppofe ;  that  Cromwell  kept  it  in  his  power 
to  turn  the  fcale  as  he  thought  fit ;  and  that  the  Pyre- 
nean  treaty  in  reality  placed  the  two  crowns  in  proper 
fituations  with  refpedt  to  each  other,  and  to  their  neigh- 
bours. 

1 .  Spain  was  not  then  viewed  iathat  weak  ftate  which 
{he  afterwards  appeared.  Cromiveirs  parliaments  were 
not  over  complaifant  to  him,  nor  prone  to  approve  his 
actions  meerly  as  fuch.  Yet  the  parliament,  fays  Mr. 
Thurloe  in  a  letter  to  general  Montague,  dated  Whitehally 
OStober  25,  1656,  *  declared  themfelves  cordially  and 
unanimoufly  concerning  the  Spanijl)  war,  having  after 

two  days  debate  declared  their  approbation  thereof  mmi-  ,^\  Qj._ 
7ie  contradicente :  and  this  before  they  heard  one  titt'e  of  momie's 
your  fuccefs  («).'     The  fame  gentleman  writing  to  the  ^""^^  P^".. 
general,  Augujl  28,    preceding,  fays,    *  The   Spaniard  p^'^^ir.  ' 
'  hath  had  great  fuccefs  in  Flanders  this  year  againft  the 

*  French,  To  that  of  raifing  the  fiege  o^  Valenciennes^ 
'  he  had  added  the  taking  of  Conde,  and  is  very  likely 

*  to  lodge  himfelf  this  year  in  France  \  io  that  the  car- 

*  dinal  hath  not  been  able  to  draw  any  army  to  the  fea- 

*  coaft,  as  was  intended,  being  fcarce  able  to  defend  his  (*)  ^^'  P* 

*  own  country  (a:).'  '"' 

2.  There  was  not  in  faft  that  inequality  between  the 
two  crowns  which  the  objedtors  fuppofe.  It  is  wtll 
known  that  through  feveral  preceding  reigns,  'twas  the 
houfe  of  Aujhia  only  had  been  formidable  j  that  injured 
our  royal  family  in  the  Palatinate;  and  alone  threatned 
the  liberties  of  Europe.  France  had  not  yet  given  oc- 
cafion  to  her  neighbours  to  fear.  A  long  war  had  been 
now  carried  on  between  the  two  crowns,  with  various 
fuccefs.  \i  Spain  was  weakned  by  the  revolt  of  Portu- 
gal 
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gal  and  CaloLrthi  'tis  certain  France  was  diftra^ed  with 
domeflic  contentions  even  in  Parts  itfelf,  as  well  as 
other  parts  of  the  kingdom  :  contentiens  the  more  dan- 
gerous, as  perfons  of  the  moft  elevated  rank  and  great- 
eft  power  were  concerned  in  them.  So  that  Spain  car- 
ried on  the  war  on  a  foot  of  equality,  not  of  defence. 
If  the  Prince  of  Ccndi:  had  cut  off  their  heft  veterans  at 
£^crcy,  he  now  himfelf  headed  their  troops  with  the 
acknowledged  reputation  of  being  the  beft  general  in 
JluropCy    though  ^inrcnne  figured  in  the  field,  and  had 

performed  deeds  of  renown. This  equality  is  vifible 

through  feveral  campaigns  ;  but  the  raifmg  of  the  fiege 
oi  Arras  on  one  fide,  and  that  of  Fa/endennes  on  the 
other,  proves  it  beyond  doubt ;  to  which  may  be  added, 
that  even  after  the  taking  of  Mar  dyke  in  purfuance  of 
{j)  Ram-   ^jjg  league  with  England^  by  Turenne,  the  French   met 

©fVurenne,  with  fcvcral  lo/Tes  ( y ). We  fcem  therefore  to  de- 

▼ol.  i.  p.  .  ceive  ourfelves  with   our  after   knowledge,    when   we 
303.  8vt>.    blame  Cromijuelljox  overturning  the  ballance  of  power. 

3.  It  ftiould  be  obferved,  that  Cromwell  held  the  bal- 
4ance  of  power  in  his  own  hands  the  more  firmly,  by 
his  French  league.  We  fee  from  Thurhe's  account  with 
what  caution  he  engaged  in  it.  The  treaty  was  but  for 
a  year,  'till  Dunk'n-k  (hould  he  conquered  for  England 
by  the  help  of  France^  and  when  Cromwell  had  got  it, 
he  was  at  liberty,  if  he  faw  fit,  at  the  end  of  that  year 
to  make  a  peace  with  Spain,  and  ufe  this  very  town 
againft  France,  The  EngliJJ}  troops  conquered  little  or 
nothing  for  the  French  crown ;  but  France  by  giving 
England  a  footing  on  the  continent  juft  on  the  confines 
of  the  two  contending  parties,  enabled  it  to  hold  the  bal- 
lance of  power  fo  much  the  more  fleadily  between  them  j 
and  become,  fo  much  the  more  formidable  to  France  as 
well  as  Spain.  He  found  the  fcales  even,  and  in  pof- 
fefling  himfelf  of  Dunkirk,  he  made  the  French  give  him 
bold  of  the  handle  of  the  ballance  to  Jceep  them  fo. 
,'  ,  If  any. after  this,  {hould  condemn  Cromusell  for  weak- 
ning  the  Spaniards  by.  making  this  conqueft  of  Dunkirk, 
what  muft  they  think  of  Charles  II.  who  by  the  advice 
,,of  Jiis  chancellor  Hyde  fold  it  to  France,  and  thereby 

threw 
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threw  fo  great  a  weight  into  that  fcale,  which  then  ap- 
peared more  manifeftly  to  preponderate. 

4.  The  Pyrenean  treaty  placed  the  two  crowns  in  pro- 
per fituations  with  refpeit  to  each  other,  and  to  their 
neighbours.--^ — In  the  treaty  between  the  Ernperorj 
Spam,  and  Holland  in  1673,  the  States -General  ftipulated 
to  *  make  no  peace  with  France  'till  the  Catholic  King 
'  was  put  in  poiTeffion  of  all  that  his  moft  Cliriftian  Ma- 
'  jefty  had  taken  in  the  Low  Countries  fince  the  peace  of 

*  the  Pyrenees,'  In  the  grand  alliance  between  the  Em- 
peror, England  and    Hclland,  in   1689,  it  was  agreed, 

*  That  no  peace  fhould   be  made  with  France.,  till  the 

*  pQSLCQ  oi  IVeJlphalia,' Ofnabrug,  Munjier,  and  the  Py- 

*  rcnean  were  by  the  help  of  Ciod,  and  common  force 

*  vindicated,  and  all  things  reftored  to  their  former  con- 

*  dition,  according  to  the  tenor  of  the  fame.'  And 
King  William  III.  when  Prince  of  Orange,  though  juft- 
ly   warmed   with    refentment  againft  France,  declared, 

*  That   whenever  Spain  palled  the  bounds  of  the  Pyr^- (2:)  See  Sir 

*  man  treaty,  he  would  become  as  good  a  Frechman  as  ^"^  Tenia 

*  he   was  then   a  Spaniard  (-).'     Thefe  fadts  I  think  i''.' ^^- 

r»  V    /  .  moirs,  p. 

fully  Ihew,  the  Pyrenean   treaty  to  have  been  well  cal-  128.  8vo. 
culated  for  the  repofe  oi  Europe,  and  for  the  advantage 
of  the  contracting  powers.     However,  it  was  not  Crom- 
well's league  that  produced  this  treaty  and  its  fatal  con- 
fequences,  as    Lord  BoHnvbroke  fuggefts.     The  propofal 
of  giving  the  infanta  to  Lewis  XIV.   was  rejected  by 
Spain,  when  there  was  no  other  heir  to  that  throne;  '^^  (a)  Sec  T^v* 
was  accepted  when  a  fon  was   born  to  afcenu   it   {n).  renni'sLifc^ 
The  confequences  of  this  marriage  were  indeed  fatal  to  ^o^-'P' 
Europe.     But  they  arofe  from  the  ill  conduct  of  5j!>ffm,  ^^^' 
and  the  injultice,  ambition,  and  perjury  of  Lewis,  who 
■with  the   zeal  of  a  bigot,  the   fuperftition  of  a  prieft, 
and   the  fcnfuality   of  an  epicurean,  delighted  in  facri- 
ficing  the  blood  of  millions,  to  his  own  foohfh  idea  of 

glory. 1  will  conclude  this  note  v/lth  obferving  that 

CromweH's  irrefolutinn  and  delay  in  choofing  his  fide  in 
the  war  fcem  juftiy  cenfurable ;  more  efpccially  as  he 
neglected  to  clofe  in  with  the  offers  made  him  by  France, 
even  after  he  had  determined,  and  fent  his  fleet  for  the 
ff^yi  Indies,     Bourdeaux,  the  French  embaflador's  letteh, 

C  G  «rs 
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a  variety   of  caufes  was  (eee)  unfuccefsful ; 

and 


iare  fall  of  the  delays  he  met  with  in  his  negotiation  for 
this  purpofe;  and  yix.Thurloe  points  out  the  wrong 
meafures  taken  on  this  occafion,  when   he  fays  above, 

*  France  offered  a  fum  of  money,  in  cafe  England  would 

*  declare  war  againft  Spain  in  any  part  of  the  world  ; 
'  but  many  difficulties  and  delays  falling  out  in  this 
'  treaty,  the  fleet   was  fent  away  into  the  Wejl  Indies^ 

*  and  a  war  followed  thereupon  between  England  and 

*  Spain,  without  the  leaft  communication  of  counfells 
'  with  France,  whereby  France  had  its  end  for  nothing.' 

(eee)  The  expedition  to  Hifpaniola  mifcarried.']     Crom- 
well's  inftruciions   to  general  Venables,  commander  of 
the  land  forces  fent  to  America^  are  to  be  feen  in   Bur- 
cheit.     From  thefe  it   appears  that  no  particular  place 
was  the  object  of  their  deftination,  but  much  was  left  to 
the  prudence  of  the  commanders.     Reafons  are  therein 
mentioned  for  attempting  the  iflands,  or  leaving  thefe, 
to  attack   the  main  land,  more  efpecially  Carthagena  ; 
whereby,  if  conquered,  they  might  be  mafters  of  the 
Spanijh  treafures  which  come  from  Peru  by  way  of  Pa- 
nama in  the  South- Sea,  to  Porto  Bello,  or  Nombre  de  dies 
{*)Burchett,  j,j  ji^g  North-Sea  [b).     But  where,  after  all,  the  defcent 
P'  5  ^'         was  to  be  made,  the  generals  with  the  commiffioners, 
or  any  two  of  them,  were,  on   proper  confultation,  to 
determine.     So  that  Lord  Clarendon  was  much  miftaken 
in  faying,  *  Their  orders  from  Crcmwell  were  very  par- 
*  ticular   and  very  pofitive,    that  they    fhould    land  at 
(OVnl.vi.    '  fuch  a  place,  which  was  plainly  enough  defcribed  to 
p.  578.    •     <  them   {c).'      The   fleet   left  England,    December  19, 
1654,  and  arrived    at  Barbadoes^   January    29,    1654, 
O.  S.     Here  it   was  fuppofed  they  fhould  meet  with 
many  things  they   flood    in  need  of.     But  their  expec- 
tations were  not  anfwered.     Even  a  fufficient  quantity 
of  arms  and  ammunition  were  wanting.     *  A  fad  mat- 
'  ter,'  fays  Venables  in  a  letter  to  Montague,  written  from 
Barbadoes  February  28,  following,  *  when  we  muft  at- 
*  tempt  fo  high  with  little  or  nothing,  or  return  home 

*  and- 
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and  fubje<5ted  the  nation  to  difgracej  yet  the 

taking 

*  and  do  nothing!  which  few  of  us  had  a  great  deal 

*  more  chearfuUy  hear  the  news  of  death  than  be  guilty 

*  of.'  The  progrefs  and  ill  fuccefs  of  the  fleet  and  ar- 
my, I  will  relate  in  the  words  oiVenables.  *  We  left, 
'  fays  he,  Barbadoes  the  laft  of  March,  and  came  to  St. 
*■  Chri/iopherSf    where    we    found  a  regiment  formed ; 

*  and  not  {laying  to  anchor,  we  failed   thence   without 

*  fetting  foot  on  (hore,  and  in  a  fortnight's  time  came 

*  to   hJifpan'tola,    where  we  landed   upon  Saturday  the 

*  14th  of  Aprils  near  forty  miles  to  the  weft  oi  Santo 
'  Domingo.     The   reafon  was,  our  pilots   were  all  ab- 

*  fent;  the  chief  had  outftayed  his  order,  being  fen t  out 

*  to  difcover,  and  none  with  us   fave  an  old  Dutchman, 

*  that  knew  no  place  but  that :  whereas  we  refolved  to 

*  have  landed  where  Sir  Francis  Drake  did,  except  forc- 

*  ed  ofF  by  a  fort  (faid  to  be  there ;)  and  then  in  fuch 
'  a  cafe  to  have  gone  to  the  other.     From  our  landing 

*  we  marched  without  any  guide,  fave  heaven,  through     * 
'  woods ;    the  ways  fo  narrow,  that   500   men  might 

'  have  extreamly  prejudiced  20C00  by  ambufhesj  but 

'  this  courfe  the  enemy   held  nor,    fave  twice.     The 

*  weather  extream  hot,  and  little  water;  our  feet  fcorch- 

*  ed   through   our   fhoes,    and  men  and    horfe  died  of 

*  thirft :  but  if  any  had  liquor  put  into  their  mouth";, 

*  prefently  after  they  fell,  they  would    recover,  elfe  die 

*  in  an  inftant.     Our  men  the  laft  fortnight  at  fea  had 

*  bad  bread,  and  little  of  it  or  other  vicluals,  notwith- 

*  {landing  general  Penn's  order  ;  fo  that  they  were  very 

*  weak  at  landing;  and  fome,  infteadof  three  days  pro- 

*  vifion  at  landing,  had  but  one,  with  which  they  march- 

*  ed  five  days,  and  therefore  fell  to  eat  limes,  oranges^ 
'  lemons,  (ifc.  which  put  them  into  fluxes  and  fevers. 
'  Of  the  former,  I  had  my  Ihare  for  near  a  fortnight^ 

*  with  cruel  gripings,  that  I  could  fcarce  {land.     Col< 

*  Butler  was  ordered  to    land  to   the  ead  of  the  city, 

*  but  could  not ;  and  therefore  he  and  the  Chrijhpler's 

*  regiment  under  col.  Holdip  were  landed  where  we  firft 
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taking  and  fettling  of  "Jamaica^  will  always 

be 


*  refolvcd,  and  were  ordered  by  general  Ptnn  (whofe  or- 

*  der   I  enjoined   them  to  obey)  to  ftay  there  for  us ; 

*  but  they  marched   away,  which  contrary  to  the  firft 

*  refoiution,  with  fome  other  reafons,  drew  us  beyond 
'  their  landing  (where  we  were  to  receive  more  viduals) 
'  to  fccure  them   who   were  ftrzggling  up  and  down  for 

*  water.     Which    put  the  enemy  upon  placing  of  an 

*  ambiifh  for  them,  which  fell  upon  our  forlorn   and 

*  routed   them ;    but  the   van    immediately  beat  them 

*  back   with   lofs,  and  purfucd    them  near  to    the  city 

*  walls  who  fhot  at  us.  Viduals  we  wanted,  having 
'  fafted  two  days  every  man  of  us  ;  our  ammunition 
«  fpent ;  no  water  j  and  cur  men   ready  to  faint,  and 

*  fome  died  ;  the  eagernefs  and  heat  of  fight  had  drawn 

*  them  beyond  their  ftrength.     Whereupon  it  was  re- 

*  folved  by   a  council  of  war,  to   retreat  for  meat  and 

*  ammunition  ;  which  we  did  ;  but  our  long  march  and 

*  this   delay  did  give  the  enemy  time  to  call  in  all  the 

*  country  to  at  leaft  4  or  f  ,0C0,  and  left  our  men,  after 

*  travel'  by   fea,  bad  diet,  and   fafting,  very  weak  j  fo 

*  that  when  we  advanced  the  next,  they  fell   upon  our 

*  forlorn  again,  routed   them,  and  then  in  the  narrow 

*  lanes  and  thick  woods  routed  mine  and  major  2;eneral 
«  Hear.e%  regiments,  flew   my  major  and  three  of  my 

*  captains,  flew  the  major  general,  and  wounJed  his 
{t\  Or-  '  lieutenant  colonel,  who  is  fince  dead  j  and  were  rrot 
monde's  *  repulfed,  till  the  regiment  of  feamen  (with  whom  I 
State  Pa-  c  was)  gave  flop  to  this  diforder.  Never  did  my  eves 
p*48^°See  '  ^^^  "^^^  more  difcouraged,  being  fcarce  able  to  make 
alfo  Thur.  '  them  fl^and,  when  the  enemy  was  retreated,  who  ne- 
ioc,  vol.  lii.  *  Y^r  looked  upon  us  until  we  were  ready  to  faint  for 
^cl^*~Ard  *  water ;  they  having  (which  1  forgot  to  tell_  before)  flopt 
Howard's     '  up  all  ihcir  wells  ;  fo  that  we  had  not  of  ten   miles  at 

coileaionoft  ];,a(^^  one  drop  of  water  {d): Mr.  Daniel,  audi- 

j\^',!l.2i]  tor  general  in  this  expedition,  gives  much  the  fame  ac- 
4'o.  Lond.  count ;  and  then  adds,  '  1  cannot  omit  to  exprefs  fome- 
'75J«  *  thing  concerning  this  great  bufinefs,  which  I  am  fure 

*  th« 
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'  the  world  will  miftake  in  reportinge ;  but  myfelf  be- 
'  ing  a  prefent  eye-witnefs  there  on  the  place,  and    a- 

*  mongft  the  crowd,  in  the  midfl:  of  danger,  near  rha- 

*  jor- general's  perfon,  1  have  not,  neither  fliall  I,  re- 
'  late  any  thing  but  what  I  know  for  certain  truth.  I 
'  know  a  threefold  cord   cannot  be  eafily  broken ;  but 

*  where   they  twift   not  equally   together,    th^  y  many 

*  times  cut  one  another}  and  this  I  am  fure,  that  ia 
'  martial  affairs,  where  commands  execute  like  light- 
'  nings,  and  thole  variable   as   the  winds,  according  as 

*  the  prefent  emergency  requires,  and  not  for  confent  of 
'  others,  to  the  loQh  of  all.     I  well  know  his  highnefs 

*  would  never  fubmit,  in  all   his   pall  adions,  to  fuch 

*  curbs,  nor  can  brave  defigns  ever  fucceed  with  fuch 
'  bridles,  which  I  hope  to  fee  amended.'  This  feems  a 
fenfible  reflexion  on  joining  commiilioners  and  the  ad- , 
miral  in  authority  with  the  general,  and  thereby  ren- 
dring  their  advice  and  confent  abfolutely  neccfl'ary  in  eve- 
ry affair.  This  was  one  unhappy  caufe  of  the  ill  fuc- 
cefs  they  met  with,  we  may  well  enough  fuppofe.  An- 
other was  the  diflike  of  the  admiral  and  fome  of  the  fea 
officers,  to  the  land  forces,  as  the  fame  gentleman  hints 
in  the   following  paffage.      '  The  uncharitablenefs   of 

*  our  rear  admiral,  fays  he,  will  not  fufFcr  my  filence, 

*  for  by  that  time  we  were  by  order  fhipped  from  Hi/pa- 
«  niola,  he  did   furioufly  and  moft   unchriftian-like   fay, 

*  before  good  witnefs,  where  are  thefe   cowardly  Spth- 

*  niarJs  now  ?   VVill   they   not    come  and  cut  off  thef6 

*  army  rogues,  that  we  may  noe  more  be  troubled  with 

*  them  ?   And  his  own  lieutenant,  my  former  acquain- 

*  tance,  being  by  accident  aboard  the  fhip  where  1  came 

*  into  weak,  and  fo   ill   not  able  to  ftand,  •after  falutcs 

*  and  fome  difcourfe,  told   me  to  my  face  (like  to  his 

*  profeflion)  we  were  all  overboard,   that  they  might  be 

*  rid   of  us  again;  fpeaking  the  fame    words  to  capt, 

*  Finder,  in  his  extremity  of  weaknefs,    and  alfo  to  ■,„!  jj"*^ p *' £. 

*  others  (e)  '  507. 
On  the  other  hand,  great  complaint  was  made  of  ge- 
neral Venablts.     He  was  looked  on  as  covetous  and  nig- 
gardly, and   was   poflefled    but  of  little  efteem  amongft      .  / 
the  foldiery  (/),  having  prohibited  them  from  plundering  6S9.    '  ^' 

C  c  3  on 
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be  deemed  as   an  effential  fervice  to  (fff) 
BritaijJi  and  meriting  the  highefl:  applaufe. 

The 


►/ 


(f)  Thur-   on  pain  of  death  {g).     A  thing  no  way  pleafing  in  fuch 
p^'J°*"''  an  expedition,  where  every  man  flattered  himfelf  with 

the  hopes  of  making  a  fortune. Such  were  the 

caufes  of  the  failure  of  the   expedition   to  Hifpaniolai 

caufes  which  will  always  produce  like  effects.     For  un- 

Icfs  there  is  unanimity  of  counfel^  ohedience  to  orders, 

confidence  in  the  commander,  and  fufficient  ftore  of  pro- 

vifions  and  ammunition,  it  can  never  be  expe£led   but 

(A)  Sec  Ac-  that  things  will  go  amifs.     It  were  well  if  this  had  been 

lure  e°an^^'^^  °"'y  afFaif  in  which  dilhonor  and  difgrace  had  ac- 

Settlements  crucd  to  the  nation  through  the  difagreement   of  com^ 

in  America,  manders,  and  the  envy  and  ill  will  of  the  land  and  fea 

6°  8vo^      officers  one  towards  another  !  Cromweii'^  genius  did  not 

Lond,  1758,  appear  in  planning  this  expedition  {h). 

(fff)  The  taking  and  fettling  of  Jamaica,  was  an  ef- 
fential fervice  to  Britain.]  After  the  difgrace  received  by 
the  Englijh,  as  mentioned  in  the  preceding  note,  the  ar- 
my was  reduced  tothegreateft  extremities.  *  The  rains 
'  increafing,  fays  the   auditor   Daniely  our   men  weak- 

*  ning,  all  even  unto  death  fluxing,  the  feamen  aboard 

*  neglecting,  that  forced  us  to  eat  all  our  troop  horfes, 

<  (the  enemy  denying  all  relief,  triumphing)  and   thefe 
'  miferies  increafing,  our  council   refolved    by  feeking 

*  God,  to   purge  the  army.     Firft,  yackfon  [adjutant- 

*  general]  found  guilty  of  cowardice,    had  his  fword 

<  broken  over    his  head  for  a  coward,  his  commiflion 

*  taken  away,  and  expulft  the  army,  anci  to  be  fwabber 

*  to  hofpital  fhips  of  fick  people,  which  was  accordingly 

*  done.     Some  women  found  in  mens  apparel  were  pu- 

*  nifhed,  and  all  fufpecled  whores  {Barbadoes  and  thofe 

*  plantations  yielding  few  e!fe)   narrowly  fought   after ; 

*  all  officers  and  foMiers  ftridtly  commanded  to  obferve 
'  duty,  upon  greateft  pains;  one  of  major- gyeral  (now 

<  Fortefcue)  foldiers,  proved  to  run  away,  hanucd ;  and 

*  indeed  like  a  wife  prudent  general,  all  things  by  him 

<  prderedjj  yet  our  ficknefs   increafing,  it  was  refolved 

*  asain 
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The  attempt  on   Hifpaniola  quickly  reached 
the  ears  of  the  Catholic  King,  who  imme- 
diately 

*  again    to  fliip,  aad  fo  dire£lly  for  Jamaica  (/).' (;) Tliurloe, 

Venables  himfelf  fliall  relate  the  fuccefs.     '  Upon  this,^'  '"'  ^' 

*  difafter  and  our  mens  fears  we  fell  to  new  counfel^, 
-*  and  refolvcd  to  try  "Jamaica  (from  which  nothing  di- 

'  verted  our  firft  attempt,  but  that  it  wanted  a  name  in 

*  the  world,  our  men   refufing  to  march  again   for  Dq- 

*  mingo)  where  we  landed  (having  beaten  the  enemy 
<  from  off  his  forts  and  ordnance)  upon  the  tenth  of 
"^yMay,  and  find  the  country  in  our  judgments  equal,  if 
** not  fuperior,  to  Hifpaniola:  and  in  four  miles  march 
t'liere,  I  faw  more  cattle  and  plantations  than  in  forty 
%  in  Hifpaniola^  and  a  better  air,  the  fite  more  advan- 

*  tagious  to  intercept  the  Spanijh  Plate  fleet.  The  Re' 
«  covery  and  IVilliam  of  London  are  come  to  us  with 
f  fome  bi!cuit,  which  we  extreamly  want,  but  the  fleet 

.i  claim  it  as  theirs ;  and  then  we  ftarve  :  for  the  enemy 

*  here,  after  figning  articles,  have  run  into  the  woods, 
'  and  drove  away  all  the  cattle  into  the  mountains,  and 

,  f\  left  us  nothing  but  bare  walls  and  roots  to  (belter  and 
I  feed  upon.  We  are  getting  horfe  to  make  troopers 
^  and  dragoons :  and  then  wc  hope  well,  if  the  Lord 
<-  blefs  a  party  we  have  fent  forth  under  colonel  Butler. 
t'The  people  have   broke  all  their  promifes  all  along ; 

*  but  we  have  their  governor  and  another  principal  man  /^,j  q^, 

"  '  as  two  hoftages  ;  they  fay  the  articles  are  too  har/h  {^k).'  Sonde's 
All  things  at  laft  however  were  fettled,  and  Venab'es  and  Pap^^rs  vol. 
Penriy  between  whom  there  was  an  ill  underftanding,  and  ' '  '''^°* 
who  had  different  parties  even  among  the  land  forces, 
took    the   firft   opportunity    of    returning   to    England. 
Cromwelly  greatly  difpleafed  at  their  whole  conducts,  and 
difappointed  in  his  high  hopes,  we  may  well  fuppofe  was 
angry  ;  and  after   hearing  their  mutual  accufations  and 
defences,  committed  them  to  the  Tower.     C  ertain  it  is, 
many  of  the  officers  complained  greatly  of  Fcnihles  be  (OSeeThur- 
haviour,  both  at  Hifpaniola  and  Jamaica  (/).     The  Eng-  ^'^'  ^°'-  '»• 
/'Jh  were  no  fooner  known  to  be  gone  to  this  latter  place,  '  ^  '  ^55 
C  c  4  but 
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diately   thereupon    feizing  the   perfons   and 
efFedts  of  the   EngliJJj   merchants  in  his  do- 
minions, 


but  an  account  was  font  by  Mr.  Muddifcrd  from  Bar" 
badoesy  of  its  great  utility  and  importance.  *  It  is  ap- 
parently, fays  he,  in  a  letter  dated  Ji<tje  io^  '655» 
(feeing  they  would  have  an  ifland)  far  more  proper  for 
their  purpofes,  than  the  other  or  Po>to  Rico,  as  the 
fituation  in  the  maps  will  make  more  vifible.  It  hath 
an  excellent  I. arbour,  and  is  accounted  the  moft 
healthful  and  plentiful  of  them  all.  It  will  be  fooner 
filled,  and  is  far  more  convenient  for  attempts  on  the 
Spani;.o  fleet,  and  more  efpecially  the  Carthagena  fleet, 
which  nirit  halt  within  fight  of  ir,  as  they  go  to  the 
Havonnah.  And  believe  it,  this  will  more  trouble 
the  coi  rt  of  ^pa'in  than  ten  of  the  other ;  and  therefore 
it  muft  be  expected  more  attempts  will  be  by  the  S>fa- 
niarJs  to  funplant  them.  If  therefore  you  have  an 
opportunity,  prefs  his  highnefsand  the  council  to  fend 
fpeedy  and  •^reat  fupplies  of  men,  arms,  ammunition, 

and  cloathes. 1  am  confident  that  if  this  place  be 

fully  planted,  which  in  three  or  four  years  may  with 
eafe  be  done,  his  highnefs  may  do  what  he  will  in  the 
Indies  {m).'  Cromwell  was  fenfible  of  its  importance, 
and  iffued  out  a  proclamation  for  the  encouragement 
of  all  perfons  inclined  to  fettle  there,  promifing  the  erec- 
tion of  civil  government ;  prote^ion  againft  enemies ; 
exemption  from  cuftoms  for  a  certain  number  of  years, 
and  all  other  things  requifite  to  induce  men  to  tranfporc 
themfelves  thither  («).  Incredible  were  the  hardfhips 
the  iiii\  Englijb  planters,  as  weil  as  the  officers  and  fol- 
diers  met  with  in  the  beginning.  But  Crcmwell  -was 
^*^  ^^'fi*"^'  continually  fending  them  relief,  and  doing  every  thing 
in  his  power  to  make  them  eafy  and  happy  [o).  No- 
thing can  more  fully  confirm  this  than  the  totlowing  let- 
ter written  by  him  to  major-general  Forte/cue,  comman-o 
der  of  the  forces  there,  after  the  departure  of  general 
Vetifiblci. 

SIR, 


{pi)  Thur- 
Joe,   ^ol,  iii. 


('OW.p 
733. 
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minions,  caufed  an   open  war  between  the 
two  nations.     Cromwell^  far  from  being  inti- 
midated, 

-SIR, 

*  X7  O  U  will  herewith  receive  inftruflions  for  the  bet- 
^^    *     ter  carrying  on  of  your  bufinefs,  which   is  not  of 

*  fmall  account  here,  although  our  difcouragements  have 

*  been  many  ;  for  which  we  defire  to  humble  ourfeives 
*- befoie    the   Lord,  who    hath  forely  chaflened   us.     I 

*  doe    commend,  in   the   midft  of  others  mi/carriages, 
'  your  conftancy  and  faithfulnefs  to  your  truf},  in  every 

*  *  *  where  you  are,  and  taking  care  of  a  company  of 

*  poore  fheepe  left  by  their  fhepherds ;  and   be  afTured, 

<  that  as  that  which  you  have  done  hath  been  good  in 

<  itfelf,    and   becoming   an  honeft  man,  (o  it    hath  a 

*  very  good  favour  here  with  all  good  chriftians  and  all 

*  true  Englijhmen^  and  will  not  be  forgotten  by  me,  as 

*  opportunitie  fliall  ferve.     I  hope  you  have  long  before 
'  this  time  received   that  good  fupplye  which  went  from 

*  hence  in  July  laft,  whereby   you  will  perceive,  that 

*  you   have  not  been  forgotten  heere.     I  hope  alfo  the 

*  Ihips  fent  for  Niw  England  are  before  this  tvme  with 
'  you  i  and  let  me  tell  you,  as  an  encouragement  to  you 

*  and  thofe  with  you  to  improve  the   utmoft   diligence, 

*  and  to  excite  your  courage  in  this  bufinefs,  though  not 
'  to  occafion  any  negligence  in   prefentinge  that  affair, 

*  nor  to  give  occafion  to  flacken   any  improvement  of 

<  what  tiie  place  may  afford,  that  you   will  be  followed 

<  with  what  neceffary  fupplies,  as  well  for  comfortable 

*  fubfiftance,  as  for  your  fecurity  againft  the  Spaniard, 

*  this  place   may  afford   or  you  want.     And  therefore 

*  fludy  firft  your  fecuritie  by  fortifieing ;  and  although 

*  you  have  not  monies  for  the  prefent,  wherewith  to  do 
'  it  in  fuch  quantities  as  were   to  be  wifhed,  yet  your 

*  cafe  being  as  that  of  a  marchinge  army,  wherein  eve- 

*  ry  foldier  out  of  principles  of  nature  and  according  to 

*  the  practice  of  all  difcipline,  ought  to  be  at  the  pains 

*  to   fecure   the  common  quarter ;  wee   hope   no  man 
'  amongft  you  will  be  foe   wantinge  to  himfelf,  confi- 

*  deringe 
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midated,    fent   immediate   orders   to  Blake, 
who  was  then  in  the  Mediterraiieanj  to  ad: 

again  ft- 

*  deringe  food  is  provided  for  you,  as  not  to  be  willinge 
'  to  help  to  the  uttermofl:  therein  j  and  therefore  I  re- 

*  quire  you  and  all  with  you  for  the  fafetie  of  the  whole, 

*  that  this  be  made  your  principal  intention.     The  do- 
'  inge  of  this  will  require,  that    you  be  verie  careful 

*  not  to  fcatter,  till  you  have  begun  a  fecuritie  in  fome 

*  one  place.     Next  I  defire  you,  that  you  v/ould  con- 

*  fider  how  to  forrr)  fuch  a  body  of  good  horfe,  as  may, 

*  if  the  Spaniard  (hould  attempt  upon  you  at  the  next 

*  comeing  into  the  Indies  with  his  gallions,  be  in  a  rea- 

*  dinefs  to  march  to  hinder  his  landinge,  who  will  hard- 
'  ly  land  upon  a  body  of  horfe  i  and   if  he  {hall  land, 

*  be  in   a  pofture  to  keep  the  provifions   of  the  country 

*  from  him,  or  him  from  the  provifions,  if  he  fhall  en- 
'  deavour  to  march  towards  you.     Wee  truft  wee  (hall 

*  furnifh  you  with  bridles,  faddles,  and  horfe-ftioes,  and 

*  other  things  neceflary  for  that  worke,  defiring  you  to 

*  the  uttermoft  to  improve  what  you   have  already  of 

*  thofe  forts.     Should  it  be  knowne  that  you  had  5C0 
'  horfe  well  appointed,  ready  to  march   upon  all  occa- 

*  fions  in  that  ifland,  even  that  alone  might  deterre  the 

*  Spaniard  from  aitemptinge  any  thing  upon  you.     Wee 

*  have  fent  commiffioners   and  inftrudions  into   New 

*  England^  to  trye  what  people  may  be  drawn  thence. 
*■  Wee  have  done  the  like  to  the  Engiijh  windward  iflands, 

*  and  both  in  England^  Scotland,  and  Ireland,  you  will 
'  *■  have  what   men  and   women    we  can  well  tranfport. 

*  Wee  thinke,  and  it  is  much  defigned  amongfl:  us,  to 

*  ftrive  with  the  Spaniard  for  the  maftery  of  all  thofe 
'  feasj  and  therefore  wee  could  heartily  wifh,  that  the 

*  ifland  of  Providence  were  in  our  hands  againe,  believ- 

*  inge  that  it  lyes  fo  advantagioufly  in  reference   to  the 

*  mayne,  and  efpeciaily  for   the  hindrance  of  the  Peru 

*  trade  and  Cariagena,  that  you  would   not   only   have 

*  great  advantage  thereby  of  intelligence  and  furprize, 
}  fm  even  blocke  up  the  fame.  It  is  difcourfed  here, 
.r   ',  *  that 
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again  ft  Spain.     His  orders  were  obeyed,  and 


that  if  the  Spaniard  doe  attempt  you,  it  is  moft  likely 
it  will  be  on  the  eaft  end  of  the  ifland  towards  Cuba<^ 
as  alfo  Cuba  upon  Cuba  is  a  place  eafily  attempted,  and 
hath  in  it  a  very  rich  copper  mine.  It  would  be  good 
for  the  firft,  as  you  have  opportunity,  to  informe 
yourfelf,  and  if  there  be  need,  to  make  a  good  work 
thereupon,  to  prevent  them ;  and  for  the  other,  and 
all  things  of  that  kinde,  wee  muft  leave  them  to  your 
judgment  upon  the  place,  to  doe  therein  as  you  fliall 
fee  caufe.  To  conclude,  as  we  have  caufe  to  be  hum- 
bled for  the  reproof  God  gave  us  at  St,  Dovungo  upon 
the  account  of  our  owne  fins,  as  well  as  others  j  foe 
truly  upon  the  reports  brought  hither  to  us  of  the  ex- 
treame  avarice,  pride,  and  confidence,  diforders  and 
debauchednefs,  profanenefs  and  wickednefs  commonly 
pra6lifed  amongft  the  army;  wee  cannot  onlie  bewail 
the  fame,  but  defire  that  all  with  you  may  doe  io, 
and  that  a  very  fpecial  regard  may  be  had  foe  to  go- 
verne  for  tyme  to  come,  as  that  all  manner  of  vice 
may  be  thoroughly  difcountenanced  and  feverely  punifh- 
ed,  and  that  fuch  a  frame  of  government  may  be  ex- 
ercifed,  that  virtue  and  godlinefle  may  receive  due  en- 
(^  couragement.' 

He  lived  not  indeed  to  fee  the  beneficial  efFeds  of 
his  care.  But  the  Engltjh  nation  has  fufficiently  expe- 
rienced it.  "Jamaica  for  near  a  century  has  returned  an 
immenfe  treafure  to  her  mother  country,  and  enabled 
her  to  injure  Sfain  when  neceiTary,  in  a  very  fenfible 
manner.  This  fhe  long  has  done,  and  as  it  is  faid,  is 
yet  capable  of  doing  much  more,  if  properly  cultivated, 
and  improved,  and  refcued  out  of  the  hands  of  monopo- 
lizers. How  far  this  is  true,  it  may  become  thofe  who 
have  the  affairs  of  our  colonies  under  their  infpeilion  to 
enquire  ;  but  whatever  be  the  refult,  it  will  bean  indif- 
putable  truth  that  Jamaica  is  one  great  fource  of  wealth 
to  Britflin. 

wealth. 
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wealth  (ggg),  honor  and  renown,,  accrued 


to 


(ggg)  jyeaUh  and  harior  accrued  to  his  country  by  Blake'j 
bthr.vi'MrJ]  On  the  King  of  Spain's  feizing  the  perfons 
and  efFcfls  of  th&  E-rUJb  by  way  of  retaliation  for  what 
Had  pafled  in  Ain:ri:o,  Crcmvucl!  rublifced  a  manifefto 
irt  Latin,  written,  cs  is  fyppofed,  by  Mihon^  fetting 
forth  his  reafciii  for  his  conducl  in  that  affair.  This 
piece  contains  a  great  variety  of  inftances  of  the  barba- 
rity, cruelty  and  opprefBon  exerciled  by  the  Spaniards 
on  the  E-ng}ifr>^  which  are  little  known.  Ships  were 
taken,  men  murthered,  a-d  the  i (lands  of  Tcrtuga  zn^ 
Providertre  wrefted  out  of  the  hands  of  the  Eng.'ijh  in 
times  of  ful!  peace.  Befides  thefe  abominable  c'eeds  in 
the  new  '.vorld,  sn  account  is  given  of  many  hoftile  adls 
agarnft  the  fame  nation,  by  the  Spaniards,  even  in  Eu- 
rvpe;  from  all  which,  fays  the  manifefto,  '  We  are  con- 

*  fideiit,  we  have  made  it  plain  to  all,  who  weigh  things 

*  fairly  and  impartially,  that  neceffity,  honor  and  juftice, 
'  -have  prompted  us  to  undertake  this  late  expedition. 

*  Firft,  we  have  teen  prompted  to  it  by  ntceffity  ;  it 

*  being  abfolutely  neceflarv  to  go  to  war  with  the  Spn- 
'  niardsy  fmce  they  will  not  allow  us  to  be  at  peace  with 

*  them  :  and    then  honor  and  juftice,  feeing  we  cannot 

*  pret.nd  to  either   of  thefe,    if  we  fit  ftill  and  fuffer 
'  fach  infufFerable  injuries  to  be  done  our  countrymen, 

f/)Milton's  «  as  thofe  we  have  (hown  to  be  done  them  in  the  ffe/f 

^rks  vol  '  ^"'^'"  ^f)'*     ^"'  Cromwell  refted    not  in  words.      He 

iLp.  273.    fent  orders  to  Blake  to  attack  the  Spaniards  in  the  Medi- 

/;rrffnro«  or  elfewhere,  ard  to  fcize  every  thing  he  could 

lay  his  hand  on  belonging  mvxq  them.     Blake   wanted 

nothing  more.     '  Shortly   after,  crui'lng,  in   conjunc- 

*  tioh   with   general  Afcnta^uey  oft  of  Cadiz,  to  inter- 

*  cept   the  Spanijh   Fhta^   -captain    Stcnn  r^  with  three 

*  fhips  of  the   fleet,    fell  in    with  eight  ffalleo  is,  with 

*  which  he  dealt  foeffetElually  in  two  or  three  hours  en- 

*  gagement,  that   one  was  funk,    another   fet  on  fire, 

*  .two  were  forced  on  fhore,  and  two  he  took,  having 

*  Qa  board  in  money  and   plate,  to  the   value  of  fix 
•    •      ,  *  hundred 
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to  his  country  by  the  behaviour  of  that  gal- 
'  lant 


*  hundred  thoufand  pounds,  and   only  two  efcaped  into 

<  Gadi^  {q):     This  adion  was  on  the  9th  of  September,  C?)'^";^:^'^", 
1656.     Capt.  Stayner,  in   his  letter  to  the  generals  of 
the  fleet,  written  on   the  day  of  the  engagement,  fays, 

*  The  (hip  he  took  was  as  good  as  all  the  fleet  befides, 

«  and  the  other  that  capt.  Harman  took  was  very  rich  ;  (r)'niurlo«, 

*  though  but  little  filver  in  her  (r).'     By  the  calculation  v°'-  '"'P- 
of  ihs  Spaniards,  there  was  taken  and  lofl:  nine  millions  ^^^' 

of  pieces  of  eight,  of  which  about  five  millions  fell  to /^j  jj^ 
the  fhare  of  the  EngUjJ}  {s).     Befides  this  great  fum  of  400. 
money,  fo  ufeful  to  C; o/wM/i"// at  this  time,  advantage  was 
made  of  the  intelligence  given  by  the  young  marquis  of 
Buydexy  a  prifoner,  who  was  born    in   Lima,  and   un- 
der ftood  well  the   ftate   of  the  fVe/i  Indies.     Montague 
fpcnt  almoft    a  whole  afternoon  in  difcourfe   with  him, 
and  obtained  fuch  an  account  from  him,  as  he  thought  ^f)  u.p, 
worth  tranfmitting  to  Thurloe  (/).     So  intent  was  he  on  434« 
procuring  all  poflible  helps  for  his  country.     '  The  next 

*  year  admiral  S/^i^  went  out  with  a  flrong  fquadron  ox\. 
'  the  fame  defign  of  intercepting    the  Span'Jh  JVeft  In- 

*  dia  fleet,  and  took  his  ftation  ofF  of  Cadiz,  where  re- 

*  ceiving   intelligence  that  thofe  fhips  were  arrived  at 

*  Ten..ri^c,  he  made  the  beft  of  his  way  to  that  ifland. 

*  The  tlota  lay  in  the  bay  of  Santa  Cruz,  drawn  up  in 
'  form  of  a  hulf-moon,  with  a  flrong  barricade  before 
'  them  ;  the  bay  itfclf  defended  by  feven  forts  difpofed 

*  round   the  fame,  with   two    caftles  at  the  entrance, 

*  which  were  well  furnifhed  with  ordnance:  in  which 

*  pofture  the  Spani/h  admiral  thought  himfelf  fo  fecure, 

*  that  he  fent  out  word  by  a  Dutch  merchant,  Blake 
'  might  cowe  if  he  durji.     The  admiral  having  taken  a 

*  view  of  the  enemy's  fituation,  fent  in  captain  Stayner 
'  with  a  fquadron  to  attack  them,  who  foon  forcing  his 
'  paffage  into  the  bay,  was  prefently  fupported  by  Blake 
'  with  the  whole  fleet.     Placing  £bme  of  his  fliips  fo  as 

*  that  they  might  fire  their  broadfides  into  the  cartles 

*  and  forts,  himfelf  and    Stayner   engaged  the   Spanljh 

"  ficet. 
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lant  admiraL     Very  few  commanders  ever 
ihewed  like  condud  and  bravery.     Nor  were 

the 

*  fleet,  and  in  few  hours  obtaining  a  compleat  vidory, 
'  poffeffed  hlmfelf  of  all  the  (hips  j  but  being  not  able 

c^ltt."'^'  '  *°  bring  them  oflF,  he  fet  them  on  fire,  and  they  were 
^6.  *  *  every  one  burnt  («).*  Sixteen  galleons  were  deflroy- 
(*)Thnr-  ed,  befides  Others.  Moft  of  them  had  a  great  part  of 
toe,^voi.  vi.  jj^gjj.  loading  aboard,  which  perifhed  all  with  the  fiiips  (*■). 
P-3  *•  ,  rj,^^  j^^  intelligence  from  Cadiz  (fays  Mr.  Maynard, 
'  the  Englifo  conful  at  Lijbon,  in  a  letter  to  Mr  Ihurlotf 

*  dated  June   6,  1657,  N.  S.)    faies,  that   the  lofle  of 
«  thofe  fliips  in  the  Canaria  goes  near  their  hearts ;  they 

*  thinking   it  a  greater  lofle  to  ihem  than  the  galleons 

*  with  the  plate  taken  formerly  ;  for  the  confequence  of 

*  this  lofle  will  be  grcate,  in  refpeft  they  are   wholly 
'  difappointed  of  furniihing  the  Wejl  India  with  fuch  ne- 

*  ceflarics  as  they  wante  ;  for  thofe  (hips  were  defigned 

*  to  have  gone  from  thence  in  few  days,  if  general  Blaie 

*  had  not  prevented  them  ;  fo  now  they  are  driven  to 

*  their  lafle  Ciifte  to  freight  Hollanders^  and  fend   them 
(jr)  Id.  ibid. «  fome,  and  fome  for  the  India  {y).' Such  were  the 

nava!  exploits  under  the  Proteftor  !  Exploits,  which  Mr. 
Waller  has  celebrated  in  more  than  one  of  his  Poems. 

■Britain^  looking  with  a  juft  difdain 
Upon  this  gilded  Majefty  of  Spain ; 
And  knowing  well,  that  empire  muft  decline, 
Whofe  chief  fupport,  and  finewsareof  coinj 
Our  nation's  folid  virtue  did  oppofe. 
To  the  rich  troublers  of  the  world!s  repofe. 
And  now  fome  months,  incamping  on  the  main^ 
Our  naval  army  had  befieged  Spain : 
They  that  the  whole  world's  monarchy  defign'd. 
Are  to  their  ports  by  our  bold  fleet  confin'd  j 
From  whence,  our  red  crofs  they  triumphant  fee, 
Riding  without  a  rival  on  the  fea. 

i  And 
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the  Englip  lefs  fuccefsful  on  the  continent. 
A   body  of  men   being   fent  into  Flanders, 

joined 


And  again,- 


The  fea's  our  own :   and  now  all  nations  greet, 
With  bending  fails,  each  veffel  of  our  fleet : 
Your  pow'r  extends  as  far  as  winds  can  blow, 
Or  fwelling  fails  upon  the  globe  may  go. 

He  has  not  ufed  too  much  poetical  licence. 

B'ake^  '  after  this  glorious  atchievement,  returned  to 
f  the  coaft  oi  Spain,  and  having  cruifed  there  fome  time, 
*:Was  coming  home  with  the  fleet  to  Ergland,  when  he 
'it  fell  ill  of  a  fcorbutic  fever,  of  which  he  died  jufl  as  he 

*  was  entring  Plymouth  found.     Cron.weli's  parliament, 

*  upon  the  news  of  his  exploit  at  Santa  Cruz,  had  or- 

*  dered  him  a  jewel   of  five   hundred  pound,  and  now 

*  upon  his  death  beftowed  on  him  a   folemn  and  fump- 

■*  tuous  funeral,  interring  him  in  Httiry  VII. 's  chap- («)  Bur- 
4"ple  (z).'  This  was  on  the  4th  of  September,  1657,  ch^",?- 
.fi  When  his  corps  was  conveyed  from  Greenwich  houfe  59*' 

*  by  water  in  a  barge  of  ftate,  adorned  with  mourning, 

*  efcutcheons,  itandards,  iffc.  and  attended  by  divers  of 

*  his  highnefs's  privy  council,  the  commiffioners  of  the 
'  admiralty,  the  officers  of   the   army,  and  navy,  the 

*  Lord  Mayor  and  aldermen  of  the  city  of  London,  &c, 

*  In  their  paflTage   along  the  river  on  the  farther  fide  of 

*  the  bridge  and  at  the  Tower,  the  great  guns  weredif- 

*  charged,  as   alfo  on  this  fide  of  the  bridge,  till  they 

*  came  to  V/eJlm\nJier  in  the  Neiv-Palace  Tard.     Fronv 

*  thence  the  corps  was  by  the  fame   perfons  of  honor 

*  conducted  to    Henry   VJl.'s  chappie  in    the  Abbey, 

*  where  it  was  interred  in  a  vault  made  on  purpofe ;. 

*  and  at  the  interment,  the  regiments  of  horfe  and  foot 

*  which  attended  gave  many  great  volleys  of  fhot.     The 

*  whole  was  very  honourably  performed,  according  to 

*  the  merit  of  that  noble  perfon,  who  had  done  fo  ma- 

*  ny  eminent  fervices  for  his  country  both  by  fea  and 

*  land. 
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joined  the  French  under  Turenne^  who  tak- 
ing (hhh)  Dunkirk,  immediately  put  it  in  the 

pof- 


(j)Mercu-  «  jgnd  (c).'     I  would  not  have  given  this  detail  of  the 
cm  No*.  '   honors  paid  to  the  corps  of  this   mod  virtuous,  valiant 
380,  p.        and  difinterefted  man,  who  loved  his  country,  and  was 
1606.  And  beloved  and  praifed  by  men  of  all  parties  who  had  any 
Fafti   vol. i.  ^^"^^  °^  merit:  I  fay,!  would  not  have  done  this,  were 
c.  205.         it  not  to  fhew  how    different  his  treatment  was  now, 
from  what  it  was  after  the  return  oi  Charles  II.  when  his 
body  (in  virtue  of  his  Majefty's  exprefs  command)  was 
taken  up  and  buried   in    a  pit  with  others  in  St,  il^^r- 
^or^/'s  church -yard,  September  12,  1 661  :    '  In  which 
*  place,  fays  IVood^  it  now  remaineth,  enjoying  no  other 
Fafti  *ubi*    *  monument,  but  what  is  reared  by  his  valour,  whick 
fupra*.  '  lime  itfelf  can  hardly  deface  {h).'     This   bafe  adtion 

.  _    ..     bifhop  Kennet  being,    as  I   fuppofe,  aftiamed   of,  veils 
and chrcni-  over,  by  faying  only  '  his  body  was  taken  up  and  ba- 
le, p.  536.  t  ricd  in  the  church-yard  (<:).'     What  authority  a  late 


cle 


^  z8  °^^'  '"g^^'ous  writer  had  to  fay  that  Blake's  '  remains  were 
{d)  Biogra-  with  great  decency  re- interred  in  St.  Margaret^  church- 
phia  Britan- yard/  is  hard  to  fay  [d).  He  refers  indeed  to  Kennet  in 
nica,p.  S16.  jhg  place  above  cited.     His  authority  will  by  no  means, 

we  fee,    bear   him   out. Some  of  the  other  bodies 

taken  up,  and  treated  thus  ignominioufly  at  the  fame 
time,  were  admiral  Z)^fl«'s,  a  man  of  bravery,  who  loft 
his  life  in  the  fervice  of  his  country  ;  col.  Hump.  Alack- 
worth's  ;  Sir  (Villiam  Conjiablts  \  col.  BofcawerCs^  a  Cor- 
n'ljh  gentleman,  of  a  family  diftinguiftied  by  its  conftant 
attachment  to  liberty,  and  flouriftiing  in  great  reputa- 
tion, by  the  well  known  exploits  of  the  admiral  of  that 
name;  and  many  others  too  long  to  be  here  mentioned. 
Such  was  the  politenefs  and  humanity  introduced  by  the 
reftoration ! 

(hhh)  Dunkirk  «.'flj  immediately  put  in  pojfejfion  of  ths 
Proti^er.']  France  and  England  had  been  but  on  indif- 
ferent terms.  Bourdeaux  had  arrived  in  London  and  en- 
tered on  a  negotiation  for  peace.  He  met  with  various 
<iifficulties  and  delays }  and  during  the  treaty,  news  ar- 
rived 
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pofleffion   of  the   protedlor. Such  were 

the 


flvcd  that  an  embargo  was  laid  on  the  Englijh^  in  the 
ports  of  France.  This  was  by  way  of  reprifal  for  fome 
hoftile  acts  faid  to  be  done  by  them  on  the  fubje£ts  and 
pofTeffions  of  that  crown.  Hereupon  the  treaty  was  at 
a  ftand,  and  Cromwell  refufed  ablolutely  tb  conclude  on 
any  thing  till  the  embai-go  was  taken  ofF.  \  he  French 
were  forced  to  comply,  and  great  was  the  joy  exprefT- 
ed  by  them  for  the  peace.  Cardinal  Mazarine^  in  a  let- 
ter to  Bourdeaux,  dated  Paris^  December  8,  1655,  N.  S. 
writes  as  fo.lows.     '  You  will  underftand  by  monfieur 

*  de  Brienne  all  the  rejoicings  that  were  made  here  for 
*■  the  peace.     I  will  only  tell  you,  that  amonglt  other 

*  figns  of  joy,  the  King  hath  ordered  all  the  guns  to  be 

*  difcharged  generally  in  all  the   frontier  places  of  this 

*  kingdom  ;  a  thing  which  was  never  done  ;  and  like- 
«  wife  his  Majefty  will  have  me  to   have   the  honor  to 

*  entertain  him  to   day  to  dinner  in  publick,  and  you 

*  may  believe  we   fball  not  forget   to  remember  in  a  (0  Tjiurloe, 
'  folemn  manner,  the  health  of  the  lord  protedor  (O-^T-V'''^* 
After  this,  in  the  year  1657,  a  league  ofFenfive  and  de- 

fenfive   againft  Spain,  was   made  between  France  and 
England  •,  by  which  the  proteiior  engaged  to  fend  fix 
thoufand  foot  into  Flanders,  on  condition  that  the  French 
fhould    undertake   the  fiege  of  Mardyke,  Gravelm,    or 
Dunkirk,  and  that  if  either  of  the  two  former   places 
were   firft  taken,  it  fhould  be  put  into  his  hands,  to  be 
as  a  hoftage  till  he  fhould  be  made  mafter  of  Dunkirk,  (/)  Life«f 
which  he  was  to  keep,  reftoring  the  other  to  Fran  e  {/).  '  "■'=.""«»    ^^ 
Thefe  troops  were    fent  into   Flanders  at  the  joint  ex-  297/'  ^* 
pence  of  the  contracting  powers,  but  on  their  landing 
were  taken  into  French  pay,  and  took  place  of  all  the 
regiments  of  Turenne's  army,  fave  the  two  old  regunents  j|„  J^' 
of  guards  {g).     Mardyke  the  firft  campaign  being  taken,  p.  287  and 
was  delivered  up  to  the  Englijh,  who  greatly  complain-  ^6.    And 
ed  of  their  being  ill  ufed  by  the  French,  in  refpeit  of^"^'^''''"^* 
provifions.     Cromwell  was  ill  pleafed  that  Dunkirk  had 
not  been  befieged  inftead   of  Mardykt,   and   therefore 

D  d  pe- 


I 
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the  adions    of  Cromwell  abroad  -j  —  adions 
which  drew  the  eye  of  by-ftanders,   and  pro- 
cured 

peremptorily  infifted  on  its  being  undertaken  early  in  the 
year  1658.  Mazarine  durft  not  refufe.  Turenne  had 
orders  to  inveft  it.  He  obeyed,  and  was  f(  on  joined  by 
the  Engl'ijh  forces.  Lockhart^  the  Er.glijh  ambaflador, 
had  the  command  in  chief  of  thefe,  under  whom  was 
Morgan^  an  officer  of  great  bravery  and  experience. 
The  Spaniards,  on  hearing  of  the  fiege,  marched  to  raife 
it.  This  produced  a  battle,  in  which  the  victory  fell 
to  the  allied  army,  and  Dunkirk  furrendered  on  condi- 
tions. The  next  day  Levuis  XIV.  and  all  his  court  en- 
tered triumphantly  into  the  town,  and  then  delivered  it 
up,  according  to  treaty,  to  the  EngUjh^  J^^^  I5»  1658, 

-Q»S.-: Thus  had  Oliver  his  defire,  of  obtaining  a 

footing  on  the  continent,  at  the  expence  almofl  wholly 
of  Irance.  Lockhart  in  his  letter  to  Thurhe^  written 
the  day  before  Dunkirk  was  delivered  into  his  hands* 
has  the  following  expreffions.  '  To-morrow  before 
'  five  of  the  clock  at  night,  his  highnefs's  forces  under 

*  my  command,  will  be   poflbfi'ed  of  Dunkirk. 1 

*  have  a  great  many  difputes  with  the  cardinal,  about 

*  feveral  things.  I  have  agreed  he  {hall  have  all  the 
«  cannon  in  the  town,  that  have  the  armes  of  France  upon 

*  them ;  but  fome  other  things,  concerning  (hipping  in 

*  the  harbor,  and  the  quartering  the  French  guards,  and 

*  jkadging  the  chief  officers  of  the  army,  is  yett  in  con- 
'  troverfie;  neverthelefle  I  muft  fay,  I  find  him  willing 

*  to  hear  reafon:  and  though  the  generallity  of  court  and 

*  arms  are  even  mad  to  fee   themfelves  part  with  what 

*  they  call  un  fihon  moreeau^  or  fo  delicait  a  bit,  yet  he 

*  is  fiill  conftant  to  his  promifes,  and  feems  to  be  as 

*  glad  in  the  general!  (notwithflanding  our  differences  in 

*  little  particulars)  to  give  this  place  to  his  highnefs,  as 
'  I  can  be  to  receive  it.  The  King  is  alfo  exceeding 
'  oblyging  and  civil,  and  hath  more  trevv  worth  in  hira 

S'^trv^  *  than  I  could  have  imagined  {h)' From  this  letter, 

p.  173.      '  it  demonflrably  appears,  that  the  following  anecdote  of 

Dr. 
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tared   him  an   extraordinary   renown  1 

To   thefe   we   iHuft  add   his  deeds  of  real 
merit,    and    worthy  of  the  higheft   praiie, 


vtz. 


Dr.  Wekvcod'^,  though  confiJently  delivered,  and  fre- 
quently, from  him,  repeated,  is  an  abfolute  fi<Sion. 
There  was  an  article,  fays  he,  between  France  and 
the  proteftor,  that  if  Dunkirk  came  to  be  taken,  it 
fhould  immediately  be  delivered  up  to  the  Englijh% 
and  his  ambaflador  Lockhart  had  orders  to  take  pof- 
feflion  of  It  accordingly.  When  the  French  army  be- 
ing joined  with  the  Englijh  auxiliaries,  vVas  in  it^ 
march  to  inveft  the  town,  Cromwell  fent  one  morning 
for  the  French  ambaflador  to  Whitehall,  and  upbraided 
him  publicly  for  his  matter's  defigned  breach  of  pro- 
mife  in  giving  fecret  orders  to  the  French  general  to 
keep  pofleilion  of  Dunkirk,  in  cafe  it  was  taken,  con- 
trary to  the  treaty  between  them.  The  ambaflador 
protefted  he  knew  nothing  of  the  inatter,  as  indeed 
he  did  not,  and  begged  leive  to  aflTure  him  that  there 
was  no  fuch  thing  thought  of.  Upon  which  Cromwell 
pulling  a  paper  out  of  his  pocket.  Here  (fays  he)  is 
a  copy  of  the  cardinal's  order  :  and  I  defire  you  todif- 
patch  immediately  an  exprefs  to  let  him  know,  that 
I  am  not  to  be  impofed  upon ;  and  that  if  he  deliver 
not  up  the  keys  of  the  town  of  Dunkirk  to  Lockhart 
within  an  hour  after  it  flia!!  be  taken,  tell  him  I'll 
come  in  perfon,  and  demand  them  at  the  gates  oi  Pa- 
ris. There  were  but  four  perfons  faid  to  be  privy  to 
the  order,  the  Queen  mother,  the  cardinal,  the  maref- 
chal  deTurenne,  and  a  fecretary,  whofe  name  it  is  not 
fit  at  this  time  to  mention.  The  cardinal  for  a  long 
time  blamed  the  Queen,  as  if  flie  might  pofiibly  have 
blabbed  it  out  to  fome  of  her  women :  whereas  it  was 
found  after  the  fecretary's  death,  that  he  had  kept  a 
fecret  correfpondence  with  Cromwell  for  feveral  years  ; 
and  therefore  it  was  not  doubted  but  he  had  fent  him  (OMemoirs, 
the  copy  of  the  order  above-mentioned  (r).'  What^'^^^" 
nvention  !  Wh^t  falihood  !  Excellent  is  the  ufe  of  State  Lond.*i:3S« 
P  d  2  Papers, 
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viz.  his  interpofition   in  behalf  of  the  Fmi^ 
dois    (in),    when    under   perfecution   from 

their 


Papers,  were  it  only  to  detect  fuch  hafty,  credulous, 

fiw  \  '     positive  writers. Burnet  tells  us,  '  The  trade  of 

x>.  119.  '  England  fufFered  more  in  this,  than  in  any  former 
war  {k)  j'  and  Puffendorf,  if  I  remember  right,  fays, 
1500  (hips  were  taken  by  the  Spaniards.  'Tis  not  im- 
probable. The  commerce  of  England  was  at  a  greater 
height  now  than  formerly.  And  the  Spaniards  by  the 
lofs  they  had  fuftained,  were  incapable  of  making  any 
head,  unlefs  by  privateering,  whereby  indeed  the  mer- 
chants of  England  could  not  but  be  fufFerers.  This  al- 
ways will  be  the  cafe  of  a  commercial  nation,  with  fu- 
periour  force,  braving  her  enemies,  and  blocking  up, 
or  deftroying  their  fleets.  However,  in  fuch  a  cafe, 
the  merchants,  as  fufferers,  muft  have  leave  to  com- 
plain. 

(ill)  His  interpofition  in  hehalf  of  the  Vaudois,  ^/r.] 
If  proteftantifm   was  meerly  an  hatred  of  the  pope;  if 
,              it  confifted  barely  in  receiving  the  communion  in  both 
inoirsof  the  Jfiods,  or  K^zv\\\a^  Clement  Marofs^  or  our  Sternhold's 
,  y  Houfc  of     old  Pfalms,  it  would  juftly  be  liable  to  the  ridicule  and 
{^     Br^nden-      contempt  with   which  it  has  been  treated,  of  late,  by 
(w^SeeVol-  fomc  men  of  genius  (/;.     Or  if  indeed  it  tended  to  de- 
uirc'sAge  of  ftroy  monarchical  power  {/«),  to  fubvert  the  laws,  and 
LwisXiV.  (jjrow  all  things   into  confufion,  princes  would  do  well 
180.* '         to  be  on  their  guard  againft  it. But  if,  on  the  con- 
trary, proteftantifm,  as  fuch,  is  merely  a  revival  of  the 
do6lrine  of  Jefus  Chrift,  whereby  the  knowledge  and 
worfhip  of  the  one  true  God  of  the  univerfe  was  efta- 
bliflied,  and  piety  and  virtue,  in  their  full   extent,  re- 
commended,  and  commanded,  under  the  fanflions  of 
rewards  and  punifliments  in  another  world  ;  if  this  re- 
ligion  is  fimple,  intelligible,  friendly,  and  benevolent, 
and  void  of  every  thing  to  amufe  or  corrupt,  then  it  is 
worthy  of  efteem.     What  is  the  real  ftate  of  the  cafe, 
thofe  only  are  judges  who  are  well  ver(ed  in   the  writ- 
ings of  the  New  Teftament,  which  the  authors  above 

referred 
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their   fovereign  on  account  of  their  religion, 

and 


referred  to,  I  prefume,  do  not  pretend  to  be.  One 
ilrong  prefumption,  however,  in  favour  of  proteftan- 
tifm  is,  its  being  the  con (t ant  object  of  the  hatred  of 
thofe  kings  and  priefts  who  delight  to  trample  under 
foot,  the  liberties  of  mankind,  and  render  all  fubje<Sl  to 
their  own  wicked  wills.  A  dodtrine  of  liberty  can  ill 
be  digefled  by  men  fenfible  of  defigns  fubverfive  of  it. 
Hence  have  arifen  the  perfecutions  of  proteftants,  and 
in  this  light  have  they,  I  think,  generally  been  viewed. 
Almofl  every  where,  when  in  power,  have  the  ruling 
ecclefiaftics  ftirred  up  princes,  to  crufti  and  extirpate  a 
race  of  men  who  conftantly  oppofe  themfelves  to  their 
defigns.  The  Vaudiis,  who  long  before  Luther's  time, 
(perhaps  from  the  firft  ages  of  Chiiftianity)  had  enter- 
tained opinions  contrary  to  thofe  of  the  church  of  Rome, 
and  were  for  the  mod  part  a  plain,  honeft,  well-mean- 
ing kind  of  men,  (that  had  been  cruelly  ufed  for  their 
opinions  only)    '  had  now  a    new   perfecution    raifed 

*  againft  them  by  the  duke  of  Savoy.     So  CromwAl  fent 

*  to  Aiazarine  defiring  him  to  put  a  flop  to  that ;  adding 

*  that  he  knew  well  they  had  that  duke  in  their  power, 

*  and  could   reftrain  him  as  they  pleafed ;  and  if  they 

*  did  not,  he  mult  prefently  break  with  them.     Maza- 

*  rine  objefied   to  this  as  unreafonable :  he  promifed  to 

*  do  good  offices  ;  but-  he  could   not  be  obliged    to  an- 

*  fwer  for  the  cft'cfts    they  might  have.     This  did    not 

*  fatisfy  Cromwell:  fo  they  obliged  the  duke  of  Sav:y  to 

*  put  a  Aop  to  that  unjuft  fury:  and  Cromwell  raifed  a 

*  great  fum  for  the  Vaudois,  and  fent  over  Morlan.i  xo 

*  fettle  all  their  concerns,  and  to  fupply  all   their  lof-  C'')^y"'^'> 

*  fes   {n): Mr.  (afterwards  iixSaviuel)   MorlGnd,'''^,',^'^'' ^' 

has  written  *  The  hiftory  of  the  Evangelical  Churches 

of    the   valleys  of  Pianont:'    in  which,    among  other 
things,  is  '  a  moft  naked  and  punctual  relation  of  the 
late  bloody  maflacre,   1655,  and 
following  tranfatSiions  to  the  year 


a   narrative  of  all  the  (c)  f"'''''  i  / 
of  our  Lord  ib^^.{o):  'rf"* 


D  d  3  From 
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and  the  generous  relief  he  afforded  them  m 

their 


From  authentic  papers  in  this  book,  it  appears  that  the 
proteftants  under  the  protection  of  edifls,  confirmed  the 
preceding  year  by  their  fovereign,  and  guilty  of  no 
crime,  were,  by  an  order,  dated  January  25,  1655, 
obhged  to  quit  houfes  and  eflates,  within  three  days, 
upon  pain  of  death,  in  cafe  they  did  not  make  it  ap- 
pear that  they  were  become  CathoHcs  within  twenty 
days.  This,  though  in  the  depth  of  winter,  old  and 
young  complied  with.  Soon  after,  a  body  of  troops 
was  fent  into  the  villages  and  diftricts  of  thefe  unhappy 
creatures,  who  plundering  and  fpoiling  every  thing  that 
came  in  their  way,  provoked  the  fufFerers  who  had  no- 
tice of  it  fo  much,  that  they  flood  up  in  their  own  de- 
fence, and  put  to  flight  their  perfecutois.  Orders  here- 
upon were  given  to  afford  no  quarter.  In  confequence 
liereof  a  terrible  fcene  was  exhibited.  The  utmoft  cru- 
elties were  exercifed  upon  perfons  cf  every  age,  fex  and 
condition.  Hanging,  burning,  difmembering,  ravifhing, 
and  every  barbarous  and  cruel  punifliment,  the  moft  dia- 
bolic imagination  could  invent,  was  inflicted  on  them. 
The  Sivifs  Protellant  Cantons,  alarmed  at  thefe  proceed- 
ings, interpofed  with  the  duke  of  Savoy,  in  behalf  of 
thefe  his  much  wronged  fubjects.  But  in  vain.  They 
had  little  attention  paid  to  them,  and  were  out  of  hopes 
of  pt'ocuring  any  redrefs. The  news  however  reach- 
ing Cromiuetly  '  He  was  fo  deeply  affedled  with  the  poor 
'  people's  calamities,  that  he  was  often  heard  to  fay,  that 

*  it  lay  as  near,  or  rather  nearer  his  heart,  than   if  it 

*  had  concerned  his  nearefl  and  deareft  relations  in  the 

*  world.  Neither  indeed  were  the  efi^eifts  of  his  cha- 
.  ^  ,.  *  rity  and  chriftiar^  compaflion,  at  all  inferiour  to  thofe 
iacd,p.  552.*  his  zealous,   earneft,    and   pathetick  expreilions  (/>).* 

He  immediately  ordered  a  colleflion  through  the  king- 
dom for  a  fupply  of  their  neceliities,  which,  through  the 
innate  generofity  of  the  Englijh,  amounted  to  the  fum 
of  thirty  eight  thoufand,  ninety  feven  pounds,  feven  (hil- 
lings 
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their  diftreffes   and   fuiFerings.     This  (with 

very 
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lings  and  three- pence  *.  The  proteftor  contributed  to- 
wards  this,    out   of    his    own   pocket,    two  thoufand  /  \  j^^^, 

pounds  (q). -Our  forefathers,  we  fee,  were  not  whol-  land,p.588, 

ly  unacquainted  with  that  fpirit,  which  the  prefent  age, 
with  fome  reafon,  values  itfelf  fo  much  upon.  With 
this  liberality  however  Cromwell  did  not  reft  fatisfied. 
He  immediately  writ  to  the  Kings  of  Sweeten  and  Den- 
marky  to  the  States -General,  and  the  Proteitant  Swifs 
Cantons,  requefttng  them  to  ufe  their  interpofition  in 
behalf  of  their  persecuted  brethren,  and  declaring  that 
if  it  (hould  prove  ineffectual,  that  he  was  ready  to  ad- 
vife  with  them  about  fuch  means  as  might  be  moft  con-  (;.)  i^.  p, 
ducing  to  their  redrefs  and  relief  (r).  And  that  he  might  554. 562. 
in  the  moft  powerful  manner  effedl  it,  he  gave  orders 
to  Mr.   Alorlandy  May  23,   1655,  to  prepare  himfelf, 

*  in  order  to  carry  a  mefl'age  from  his  highnefs  to  the 

*  duke  of  Savoy,  to  intreat  him  to  recal  that  mercilefs 
'  edift,  and  to  reftorethe  remnant  of  his  poor  diftrefled 
'  fubje«5ls  to  their  antient  liberties  and  habitations ;  as 

*  likewife  in  his  way   to  deliver  a  letter  from  his  high- 

*  nefs  to  the  king  of  France^  to  follicit  his  Majefty  to 
'  employ  his  power  and  intereft  with  the  duke  for  the 

*  fame  purpofe.'  The  orders  were  foon  obeyed.  The 
letter  to  the  French  King  was  delivered,  who  returned 
an  anfwer  very  refpeififul ;  containing  affurances  of  his 
having  already  mediated  in  behalf  of  the  proteftants  in 
piedmont,  and  that  he  would  ftiil  continue  fo  to  do.  ' 
To  this  was  added,  that  he  had  grounds  to  hope,  that 

his  mediation  would  not  be  unprofitable.  Morland  then 
proceeded  on  to  Turin,  where,  after  being  nobly  enter- 

•  Cromwell's  adverfaries,  who  ftuck  at  nothing  to  blacken  him,  had 
the  boldnefs  toaffiim,  'That  moft  of  the  money,  which  was  colIc£led 
'  for  this  purpofe,  was  returned,  and  applied  to  tlie  levying  cf  a  body  of  T  letter 

*  Swifs,  Co  be  brought  over  to  controul  the  army,  and  reduce  the  peo-  'fOfn  a  "^rue 

'  pie  to  an  implicit  obedience  to  his  government  "f".'     This  is  a  ridicu-  ^""  lawful  / 

lous  tale,    and  abundantly   confuted    by    Morland's  accounts,    in    which  ^-^mbcr  of     \y 
the  diftribution  of  the  charity  appears  to  have  been  honeftly  and  exa£lly  Parliame«( 
made.  P"  :*• 

D  d  4  taned. 
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very  many  other  inftanees  which  might  be 

men- 


tained,  he  had  audience  of  the  duke  of  Scvor,  in  the 
prefence  of  Madame  Royale,  his  mother.  Here,  in  a 
very  eloquent  and  pathetic  fpeech,  he  lamented  the  un- 
heard of  cruehies  inflicted  on  the  duke's  proteftant  fub- 
je(Ss,  and  faid  every  thing  to  move  him  to  compaffion. 
After  this  the  protecior's  letter  was  delivered  on  the  fame 
fubjeci.  Madame  Royale  *  hereupon  told  the  EngHjh  en- 
voy, *  That  as  on  the  one  fide  fhe  could  not  but  ex- 

*  treamly  applaud  the  fingular  goodnefs  and  charity  of 
f  his  highnefs  the   lord  protestor  towards  their  fubjedb;, 

*  whofe  condition   had    been  represented   to  him  lo  ex- 

*  ceeding  fad  and  lamentable,  as   fhe  perceived  by  that 

*  difcourfe  of  his  ;  fo  on  the  other  fide  ihe  could  not  but 
'  extreamly  admire,  that  the  malice  of  men  fhould  ever 

*  proceed  fo  far,  as  to  cloath  fuch  fatherlike  and  tender 
f  chafiilement-  of  their  moft  rebellious  and  infolent  fub- 
'  je£ls,  with  fo  black  and  ugly  a  character,  to  render 

*  them   thereby  odious  to  ail  neighbouring  princes  atwi 

*  flates,  with  whom  they   fo  much    defir^d   to  keep  a 

*  good  underflanding  anci  friendfhip,  efpecially  with   fo 

*  g.reat  and  powerful  a  prince  as  his  highnefs  the  Lord 
.  *  Prote<9or ;  and  withall,  fhe  d.d  not  doubt,  but  that 

*  when    he  fhould   be  particularly  and  clearly  informed 

*  of  the  truth  of  all  paflages,  he  Vvould   be  fo  fully  {^•^ 

*  tisfied  with  the  du/te's  proceedings,  that  he  would  not 

*  give  the  leaft  countenance  to  thofe  his  difubedient  fub- 

*  je6l.-,   .  But   houever,    for    his  highnefi's   f«ke,  they 

*  would  not  only  freely  pardon  their  rebeljious  fubje^s 

*  for  thole  fo  heinous  crimes  which  they  had  con.mit- 

*  ted,  but  aifo  would  accord  to  them   fuch  priviledges 

*  and  graces,  as  could  not  but  give  the  Lord  Protecior 
fj^Morlairi  ^  ^  fufficient  evidence  how  great  a  refpedt  they  bare; 
f  575'        '  both  to  his  perfon   and   mediation  (f";.' In  confe- 

quence  of  the  Proteftor's  application  to  the  pr  teftaot 
princes  and  {late?,  a  general  difpufition  appeared  to  fa- 

•  The  duke  was  young,  and  under  the  tuition  of  his  mother. 

vour 
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nientioned  of  his  concern  for  the  profeftant 

intereft, 

your  the  Vaudcls.  And  very  probable  'tis,  the  court  of 
Xurin  would  have  been  obliged  not  only  to  have  given 
them  a  pardon,  but  proper  fecurity  for  the  enjoyment  of 
their  religion  and  liberties.  Unhappily,  they  were  too 
hafty  in  procuring  themfelves  a  little  eafe.  For  while 
the  Dutch  ambaflador  was  on  his  journey  in  their  be- 
half, and  Oliver  had  fent  two  perfons  to  join  with  Mor- 
land  in  negotiating  a  peace,  a  treaty  was  concluded  by 
means  of  the  French  ambaffador  Servient^  and  the  am- 
baffadora  of  the  Swifs  Proteftant  Cantons ;  a  treaty  fpe- 
cious  in  appearance,  but  produdlive  of  many  woes.— —— 
Cromwell,  however,  ceafed  not  to  take  care  of  the  in- 
tereft of  thofe  poor  people.  For  underftanding  that 
they  were  ftill  opprefTed  in  many  inftances,  though  a 
ftqp  was  put  to  the  maflacres  and  other  notorious  a£ts 
of  violence,  he  fent  a  letter  to  Lockhart^  his  ambaflador 
at  the  court  of  France^  dated  May  26,  1658,  in  which 
he  defires  him,  *  To  redouble  his  inftances  with  the 
*  French  King,  in  fuch  pathetick  and  afFedtionate  ex- 
'  prcflions,  as  may  be  in  fome  meafure  fuitabie  to  the 
...'  greatnefs  of  their  prefent  fufferings  and  grievances, 
«^  which  (the  truth  is,  fays  he)  are  almoft  inexpreflible.' 

In  this  letter  is  contained  a  lift  of  their  grievances, 

whereof  Lockhart   is  ordered    to  make  his  Majefty  tho- 
roughly fenfible,  and  to  perfwade    him    to  give   fpeedy 
and  effedlual  orders  to  his  ambaflador,  who  refides  in  (') ^^^f'^nd, 
the  duke's  court,  to  a£t  vigoroufly  in  their  behalf  (/). —  feq.^^* 
This  detail,  p'ainly  ftiews   the    little  exaitnefs  there  is 

in  the  above-cited  palfage  from  Burnet, 'Tis  not  im- 

poffible  however,  if  Cr(.7nzvell  had  lived  a  little  longer, 
he  would  have  fully  carried  his  pomt  with  regard  to 
thefe  men  ;  his  connections  and  influence  in  France  be- 
ing about  this  time  at  their  height. 1  will  add  one  re- 
lation more  on  this  fubjedt  from  Clarendon.^  a  relation  - 
honourable  mdeed  to  CromwelU  though  I  am  afraid  not 
much  to  be  depended  on  j  as  no  traces,  except  of  the 

itumu}t,  are  to  be  found  in  Lockbarfs  letters. *  In 

*  the 
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intereft,  and  the  protedion  he  always  grant- 
ed 

*  the  c'rty  of  Nifmesy  which  is  one  '  of  the  faireft  in  the 

*  province  of  Languedocy    and  where  thofe   of  the  re- 

*  ligion  do  moft   abound,  there  was   a   great  fa6lion  at 

*  that  feafon  when  the  confuls  (who  are  the  chief  ma- 

*  giitrates)  were  to  be  chofen.     Thofc  of  the  reformed 
<  religion  had  the  confidence  to  fet  up  one  of  them- 

*  felves  for  that  magiftracy ;  which  they  of  the  Roman 

*  religion  refolved  to  oppofe  with  all  their  power.     The 

*  diflention  between  them  made  fo  much  noife,  that  the 

*  intendant  of  the  province,  who  is  the  fupream  mini- 
-*  fter  in  all  civil  affairs  throughout  the  whole  province, 

*  went  thither  to  prevent  any  diforder  that  might  hap- 
-*  pen.     When  the  day  of  eledtion  came,  thofe  of  the 

*  religion  poiTeffcd  themfclves  with  many  armed  men  of 

*  the  Town-houfe,  where  the  ele<5tion  was  to  be  made: 

*  The  magiftrates  fent  to  know   what   their  meaning 
f  was ;  to  which  they  anfwcred,  *  They  were  there  to 

*  give  their  voices  for  the  choice  of  the  new  confuls, 

*  and  to  be   fure   that   the  eledlion   was  fairly  made.* 

*  The  bifhop  of  the  city,  the  intendant  of  the  province, 

*  with  all   the   officers  of  the  church,  and  the  prefent 
' '  magiftrates  of  the  town,  went  together  in  their  robes 

*  to  be  prefent  at  the  election,  without  any  fufpicion 

*  that  there  would  beany  force  ufed.     When  they  came 

*  near  the  gate  of  the   Town-houfe,  which    was   fhut, 

*  and  they  fuppofed  would  be  opened  when  they  came, 

*  they  within  poured  out  a  volley  of  muflcet  (hot  upon 

*  them,  by  which  the  dean  of  the  church,  and   two  or 
'  three  of  t^  magiftrates  of  the  town,  were  killed  upon 

*  the  place,  and  very  many  others   wounded  ;   whereof 

*  fome   died  fhortly  after.     In  this  confufion,  the  ma- 

*  giftrates  put  themfelves  into  as  good  a  pofture  to  de- 

*  fend  themfelves  as  they  could,  without  any  purpofe  of 
-    '  offending  the  others,  till   they  fhould  be  better  pro- 

«  vided  ;  in  order  to  which  they  fent  an  exprefs  to  the 

*  court   with  a   plain  relation  of  the  whole  matter  of 
1  fact;  and  that  there  appeared  to  be  no  manner  of 

7  '  com- 
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cd  it)  yielded  juft  matter   of  praife   to   his 
•  ad- 


*  combination  with  thofe  of  the  reHgion  in  other  places 
'  of    the   provrnce,     but  that  it   was  an   infolence  in 

*  thofe  of  the  place,  upon  the  prefumption  of  their  great 

*  numbers,  which  were   little  inferiour  to  thofe  of  the 

*  catholics.'  The  court  was  glad  of  the  occafion,  and 
'  refoived  that  this  provocation,  in  which  other  places 
'  were  not   involved,  And   which  nobody  could  excufe, 

*  fhouW  warrant  all  kinds  of  feverity  in  that  city,  even 

*  to  the  pulling  down  their  temples,  and  expelling  ma- 

*  ny  of  them  for  ever  out  of  the  city  ;  which,  with  the 

<  execution  and  forfeiture  of  many  of  the  principal  per- 

*  fons,  would  be  a  general   mortification  to  all  of  the 

*  religion  in   France,    with   whom   they  were  heartily 

<  offended  j  and  a  part  of  the  army  was  fcrtliwith  or- 

*  dered  to  march  towards  A'i/mes,  to  fee  this  executed 

*  with  the  utmoft  rigour.     Thofe  of  the  religion  in  the 

<  town,  were  quickly  fenfible  into  what  condition  they 
«*  had  brought  tht^mfclves ;  and  lent  with  all  poflible  fub- 
''f  mifiion,  to  the  magiftrates  to  excufe  themfelves,  and 
■f'to  impute  what  had  been  done  to  the  rafhnefs  of  par- 

«  ticular  men,  who  had  no  order  for  what  they  did. 

*  The  magistrates  anfwered,  that  they  were  glad  they 

<  were  fenfible  of  their    mifcarriage;    but   that  they 

<  could  fay  nothing  upon  the   fubje£f,  till  the  King's 

*  pleafure  (hould  be  known  ;  to  whom  they  had  fent  a 
f  full   relation  of  all  that  had  pafTed.     The  others  very 

'¥  well  knew  what  the  King's  pleafure  would  be,  and 
^^"forthv/ith  fent  an  exprefs,  one  Moulins,  who  had  liv- 
••  ed  many  years   in  that  place,  and    in  Montpelter,  to 

*  Cromwell,  to  defire  his  proteftion  and  interpofition. 
'  The  exprefs  made  fo  much  hafte,  and  found  fo  good 

■f  a  reception  the   firft  hour  he   came,    that   CrcmicelL 

^f  after  he  had  received  the  whole  account,  bad  him  re- 

'*  frefh  himfelf  after  fo  long  a  journey,  and  he  would 

«  take  fuch  care  of  his  bufinefs,  that   by  the   time    he 

*  came  to  Paris  he  (hould  find  it  difpatched;  and  that 

*  night,  fent  away  another  tneffenger  to  his  embaflador 
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admirers  (kkk),  and  has  accordingly   been 

cele- 


*  Lockhart ;  who,  by  the  time    MouUns   came  thither, 

*  had  fo  far  prevailed  with  the  cardinal,  that  orders  were 

*  fent  to  ftop  the  troops,  which  were  upon  their  march 

*  to  ^ijmes ;  and,  within  hvf  day's  after,  Mculim  re- 
'  turned   with    a   full  pardon,    and   amnefty   from   the 

*  King,  under  the  great   feal   of  France,  fo   fully  con- 

*  firmed  with  all  circumftances,  that   there  was  never 

*  farther  mention  made  of  it,  but  all  things  pafled  as  if 

*  there  had  never  been  any  fuch  thing.  So  that  no  body 
(»)  Vol.  vi,  *  ^^"  wonder,  that  his  memory  remains  fliU  in  thofe 
p.  651.        '  parts,  and  with  thofe  people,  in  great  veneration  {u).* 

1  will  not  vouch,  as  1  hinted  above,  for  the  truth 

of  this  relation.     'Tis  certain  the  behaviour  of  the  pro- 
,    tef^ants  is  mifreprefented,  as  will  appear  from   the  fol- 
lowing paflage  of  Lcckhorfs    to  Thurloe,  dated  Paris, 

January  12,  1658,  N.   S. *  Wee   were   yeflerday 

'  alarmed  with  ill  news  from  Nifmes,  one  of  the  moft 

*  confiderable  cities  of  the  proteftants.     It  was  reported, 

*  that  they  and  the  Roman  Catholicks  had  been  by  the 

*  ears,  and  that  much  blood  had  been  (hed.    Their  cou- 

*  rier  arrived  this  morning,  and  informs,  there  hath 
'  been  fome  difpute  upon  the  account,  that  the  gover- 
'  nor,  by  the  inftigation  of  their  bifhops,  would  have 

*  deprived  the  citizens  of  their  priviledge   of  choofing 

*  their  magiftrates :  the  Catholicks,  as  well  as  the  Pro- 

*  teftants  oppofed  the  governor,  who  had  armed  the 

*  garrifon  againft  this  town.  There  is  not  above  half 
(xjThcr-     (.  2  fcore  killed  of  the  garrifon,  and  "the  chief  of  the 

'  '  '  proteftants  faved  the  bifhops  and  governor's  life  {x)J 
How  different  this  from  Clarendon !  'Tis  ftrange  he 
never  could  adhere  to  truth  in  his  narratives ! 

(kkk)  This  yielded  juji  matter  of  proife  to  bis  admir- 
trSy  &c.]  Let  us  hear  Mr.  Morland^  a  gentleman,  a 
fcholar,  and  a  clofe  obferver  of  the  actions  of  the  pro- 
te(Slor.  In  his  dedication  of  the  book,  fo  much  made 
ufe  of  in  the  preceding  note,  addrefling  himfelf  to 
Oliver^  he  fpeaks  as  follows.     *  It  is  an  obfervation  of 

*  that 
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celebrated  by  them. Let  iis  now  take  a 


view 


*  that  excellent  prince,  the  duke  of  Rohcn,  that  the  in- 
'  tercfl  of  the  chief  magiftrate  of  England  is,  by  all 
'  means  to  become  head  of  the  reformed  party  through- 

'^■out  Europe 'f  and    it    is    your   highnefs':,    glory   and 

*  crown,  that  you  have  formed  all  your  counfels  in 
'^  order  thereunto,  and  laying  afide  all  other  reafons  of 
**-<ftate,  have   adhered   only  to  this,  that  your  own  in- 

•-  tereft  may  appear  one  and  the  fame  with  the  univerfal 

*  intereft  of  the  evangelical  churches  in  their  refpeclive 

*  nations.     The  piety  of  which  rcfolution  the  Lordhim- 

*  felf  hath    born   witnefs  to,  by  a  continued   feries  of 

*  wonderful  providences  and  heavenly  benedidlions  that 

*  have  always   accompanied  you  in  your  moft  honour- 

*  able  and  heroic  enterprizes  ;  whereas  thofe  other  prin- 

*  ces  that  went  before  you,  who  had  little  regard  in 
^■*'  the  adminiftration  of  their  government,  either  to  the 

t>  honeft  maxims  of  human  policy,  or  to  the  wholefome 
-'*'rules  of  the  holy  Scriptures  (which   they  ought   to 

*  have  bound  about  their  necks,  and  to  have  graven  on 

*  the   tables   of  their  hearts)  but   miferably  fpent   the 

*  beft  of  their   powerful  intereils,  and  precious  talents, 

*  in    perfecuting  tender  confciences  in    their  own  do- 

*  minions,  and  moft   treacheroufly  betraying   the  pro- 

*  teftant  caufe  in  Germany,  France,  and  other  countries, 
'  did  at  laft,  to  their  great  aftonifhment,  even  in  the 
'  height  of  thofe  their  oppreffions,  and   in   the   midft 

*  of  all  their  jollities,  behold  with  their  eyes  a  Mene 
'  Tekel  upon  the  walls  of  their  palaces   and  banquet- 

*  jng  houfes,  and   of  late  years  in  all  the  branches  of 

*  their  families  have  tailed  the  bitter  fruits  of  their  own 
'  unrighteous  doings.     This  is  a  doom  which  was  long 

*  fmce  pronounced  againft  them  by  the  moft  pious  paf- 
'  tors  and  profeflbrs  of  foreign  churches,  who  oft-times 

*  heretofore  have  been  heard  to  fay.  That  God  would 
'  one  day    render   a   recompence  to  that  Houfe  for  all 

*  their  perfidious  dealings  towards  his  poor  fervants,  and 

*  now  many  of  thofe  godly  men,  who  have  lived  tp 

*  fee 
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view  of  CromiveWs    governmefit  at  homef,*. 


m 


fee  the  execution  of  thofe  his  righteous  judgments,- 
confidering  on  the  other  fide  the  -wonderful  pafTages  of 
divine  providence  leading  the  way  to  the '^extirpation 
of  that  family,  and  to  the  placing  of  your  hrghnefs  in 
the  princely  dignity,  have  of  late  frequently  declar- 
ed (as  I  myfelf  have  been  divers  times  an  ear  uitneis) 
with  tears  of  joy  in  their  eyes,  that  they  looked  on 
you  as  a  man  miraculoujly  raijed  up  by  God,  and  en- 
dowed with  an"  extraordinary  fpirit  of  wifdom  and 
courage,  to  plead  the  caufe  of  his  affli<5)ed  ones  againft 
the  mighty,  that  they  may  no  more  opprefs.  Who 
is  there  fo  ignorant  in  thefe  our  days  who  knows  not, 
that  all  the  peace,  tranquillity,  and  priviledges,  which 
thofe  of  the  reformed  religion  enjoy  at  prefent  in  any 
part  of  the  European  world,  does  fome  way  or  other 
own  your  patronage  and  protection  ?  And  who  is 
there  likewife  that  knows  not  that  when  iirft  you 
were  called  forth  in  the  view  of  the  world,  and  fm- 
gled  out  as  a  chofen  inftrument  to  go  forth  to  help 
the  Lord  againft  the  mighty,  and  to  fight  his  battles 
againft  the  great  perfecutors,  the  eftate  and  condition 
of  the  church  militant  was  but  at  a  very  low  ebb  ? 
The  mighty  f?oods  of  popery  and  atheifm  were  broken 
in  upon  the  ifies  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland^  and 
the  poor  proteftanis  in  ail  other  parts  were  even  fink- 
ing down  under  the  heavy  burthens  laid  upon  their 
fhoulders  by  thofe  cruel  taflcmafters  of  the  church  of 
Rome;  yea,  the  plowers  were  almoft  every  where 
plowing  and  making  long  furrows  upon  the  backs  of 
the  faithful  ones  in  all  the  quarters  and  corners  of  their 
habitations !  It  was  a  time  when  the  enemies  of  the 
Lord  took  crafty  counfcl  together  againft  his  people, 
and  were  confederate  againft  his  hidden  ones  (the  ta- 
bernacles of  Edom  and  the  IJhmaelites  I  jimaleck  and 
the  Philijiines,  with  them  that  dwell  at  Tyre  ! )  they 
faid  one  to  another,  Come  and  let  us  cut  them  off 
from  being  a  people,  that  fo  their  name  may  be  had 

*  no 
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in  which  there  were  many  things  truly  laud^ 

able. 

*  no  more  in  remembrance.     And  the  truth  is,  they 

*  had  undoubtedly  compafled  their  hellifh  defigns,   Had 

*  not  the  (hepherd  of  Jfrael  awoke   as  a  man    out  of 

*  fleep,  and   found  out  a  man  (I  mean  your  highnefs)  (^)Ded!ca- 
«  to   ftand    in  the  gap,  girding  you   with  ftrength  unto  *'""  ^"  ^'5 

'  the  battle,  and  putting  his  own  fword  into  your  hand,  the Ch^u °cli» 

*  to  fmite  thofe  his  enemies   in  the  hinder  parts,  and  es  of  Pie- 

'  put  them  to  a  perpetual  reproach  (y).'  tnovA,  p.  2. 

This  application  of  antient  names   of  Gentile  (2)  and  netdrfutu-' 
Idolatrous  nations,  to   the  Rom'ijh  church,  and  the  opi    ra  Judao. 
nion  fo  publicly  avowed  of  Cromwell's   being  raifed  up '■"'"^^'^*""* 
by  providence  to  defend    God's  true  church,  and  con    19  "gvo/' 
found  its  enemies :  thefe  things,  1  fay,  render  probable  Lond.  1747, 
the  conjedlure  of  a  very   learned  and  judicious  friend,  ^""^  ^'■• 
that   Milton  intended   fome  lines    in  his  Samfsn  Agoni-  thrp"ophe- 
JleSi  (hould  be  applied  to  Cromzvell  and   his  followers,  cies,  vol.  iii. 
and  the  national  defertion  of  his  caufe,  his  family,  and  P-  '?^"fy^ 
his  friends.     Such  are  the  following,  though  mixt  with    °"  *  ''^^ 
a  circumftance  or  two  peculiar  to  the  Hiflory  of  Samfon, 

Chorus, 
In  feelcing  juft  occafion  to  provoke 
The  Philijliney  thy  country's  enemy. 
Thou  never  waft  remifs,  I  bear  thee  witnefs : 
Yet  Ifrael  ftill  ferves  with  all  his  fons. 

Samson. 
That  fault  I  take  not  on  me,  but  transfer 
On  Ijrael's  governors,  and  heads  of  tribes, 
Who  feeing  thofe  great  afls,  which  God  had  done 
Singly  by  me  againft  their  conquerors, 
Aciciiowledg'd  not,  or  not  at  all  confider'd 
Deliverance  ofFer'd  :  I  on  th'  other  fide 
Us'd  no  ambition  to  commend  my  deeds, 
The  deeds  themfelves,  though  mute,  fpoke  loud  the  ('''  Samfon 
doer,  y..  (.).  fj'^^r- 

Had    ' 
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able.     His  court   was  more  free  from  vice; 

thari 


Had  Judah  that  day  join'd,  or  one  whole  tribej 
They  had  by  this  poflefs'd  the  tow'rs  of  Gatk, 
And  lorded  over  them  whom  now  they  ferve: 
But  what  more  oft  in  nations  grown  corrupt,- 
And  by  their  vices  brought  to  fervitude. 
Than  to  love  bondage  more  than  liberty, 
Bondage  with  eafe^  than  firenuous  liberty ; 
And  to  defpife,  or  envy,  or  fufpecl 
Whom  God  hath  of  his  fpecial  favor  rais'd 
As  their  deliverer}  if  he  ought  begin, 
So^nifll^*        How  frequent  to  defert  him^and  at  laft 
^."165.  '         To  heap  ingratitude  on  worthieft  deeds  {b)  ? 

But  I  a  private  perfon,  whom  my  country 
As  a  league- breaker  gave  up  bound,  preium'd 
Single  rebellion  and  did  holiile  adts. 
I  was  no  private  but  a  perfon  rais'd 
With  ftrength  fufncient  and  command  from  heaven 
To  free  my  country  ;  if  their  fervile  minds 
Me  their  deliverer  fent  would  not  receive. 
But  to  their  mafters  gave  me  up  for  nought, 
Th'   unworthier    they  j    whence   to    this   day    they 
Sc?:"  ferve,  ef..  (0 

To  return. We  find   another  of  his  panegyrlfts 

fpeaking  of  him  in  yet  loftier  terms,  in  the  following 
paflages.     *  He  is  not  only  a  refuge  for  good  men,  and 

*  the  very  fandtuary  of  religion,  not  its  fortrelTe  only 
'  and  fure  caflle  of  defence ;  but  he  hath  his  troops 
'  flj'ing  to  difarm  tyrants  and  oppreflbrs  ;  his  forces  are 

*  ready  to  march  out  againft  the  llorms  and  tempefts  of 

*  any  menacing  enemy.  You  may  fee  him  like  a  cham- 
'  pion  with  a  great  fpirit  and  gauntlet,  fialking  forward 

*  like  a  giant  with  lightning  in  his  eyes,  and  an  all- 
'  conquering  look,  flretching  forth  a  brawney  arme  as 

*  if  he  meant  to  cut  off  a  hundred  thoufand  heads  at  a 

*  blow :  you  may  fee  him  dealing  with  wild  beafts  and 

»  fer- 
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than  the  generality  of  courts   are   fuppofed 
to  be,  nor  did  he  cafe  to  countenance  (lll) 

and 

*  ferpents,  and  how  he  clears  the  coaft  amidft  a  compa- 

*  ny  of  devils  j  how  he  makes  a  Jane  through  them, 

*  and  opens  a  pafTage  for  God's  people  through  all  ha- 

*  zards  and  difficulties,  amidft  all  the  gloomy  powers 

*  and  principalities  of  darknefle.     You  may  fee  angels 

*  heading  his  weapons,  and  his  lances  fent  him  from  , ->    , 

'  heaven  :  his  graces  are  all  zealous  to  be  ferviceable  paralie.'ed 

*  in  the  advancement  and  guardianfhip  of  the  true  fro-  Monarch, 

'  teflant  inUrefl  (d).'     In  fuch  ftrains  were  thefe  gene-  f  '*  ^^J"°* 
a-          /-     1           r  •      -u-                .•          I  T-u     r  I    Lond.  1659. 

rous  actions  ipoken  or  m  his  own  times  ! 1  he  fol- 
lowing wifti  of  a  very  modern  writer  will  be  deemed 
perhaps  equally  as  honourable  to  the  memory  of  Crcm- 
well.  Jt  is  put  into  the  mouth  of  Burnet  juft  after  the 
revolution.     *  Oh  I  fays  he,  that  I   might  fee  the  day, 

*  when  our  deliverer  [/i;^V///flzw  III.]  (hall  become,  whit 

*  a  bold  ufurper  nobly  figured  to  himfelf  in  the  middle 

*  of  this  century,  the  foul  and  condu(5lor  of  the  pro- 
'  teftant  caufe  through  all  Europe  !  and,  that   as  Rome 

*  hath   hitherto   been  the  centre  of  flavifli  impofitions  W  Mcnl 

*  and  antichriftian  politicks,  the  court  of  England  may  q-V"!'^'"* 

*  henceforth  be  theconftant  refuge  and  afylum  of  faint-  p.  255,  Svo. 

*  ing  liberty  and  religion  (^).'  Lond.  1759, 
(lll)   Hh  court  was  mre  free  from  vice,  Sic  ]   How* 

ever  it  happens,  men   are  generally   prejudiced   againft 
the    morals    and    integrity   of   courts.     Perhaps,    it    is 
through  ignorance,    or,  perhaps,  through  prejudice,  or 
fome  other  caufe  equally  as  unrcafonable.     But  be  this 
as  it  may,  'tis  certain  divines  and   poets,  hiftorians  and 
moralifls,  caution  their  readers   againft  the  danger  of 
fuch  places,  and   exhort  them  to  fly  fwiftly  from   their 
infeiStion.     And  fome  there  have   been,  long  verfed   in 
them,  who  have  declared   them  incompatible  with  vir-  whiften'j 
tue(/).     Quotations  to  fupport  thefe  aflertions  v.'ould  Life,  u.  3  4. 
be  needlefs      Allowances,  however,  ought  to  be  made  ^''°-  ^""'^■ 
for  the  language  of  declamation,  refentment,  difappoin;-   ^'''' 
ment,    and   the  hei'jhtnings   of   poetical  conipoiitions. 
E «  Though, 
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and  encourage  any  of  profligate  manners. — - 

He 


Though,  after  all,  it  were  well  if  there  was  not  ground, 
fully  fufiicient,  to  complain. In  this  refpedt,  how- 
ever, as  well  as  many  others,  the  court  of  the  pro- 
teflor  was  diftinguiflied.  All  here  had  an  air  of  fo- 
briety  and  decency ;  nothing  of  riot  or  debauch  was 
feen  or  heard  of.  Cromue!l*s  own  manners  were  grave, 
and  fuch  were  the  manners  of  thofe  aroiind  him,  tho"ugh 
feafoned,  on  occafion,  with  pomp,  ftate  and  pleafantry. 

*  What  palace,'  fays  a  contemporary  writer,  *  was  ever 

*  lefs  adulterated  than  his  f     Nay,  m  that  very  place, 

*  where  pimps  and   panders  were  ufed  to  trafHque,  and 

*  fport  in  the  bafe  reveilings  of  luft,  there  is  now  fitting 

*  a  religious  covent  of  our  beft  and  moft  orthodox  di- 
'  vines  ;  and  whereas  formerly  it  was  very  difficult  to 

*  live  at  court  without  a  prejudice  to  religion,  it  is  now 

*  impoflible  to  be  a  courtier  without  it.  Whofoever  looks 
'  now  to    get  preferment  at  court,    religion   muft  be 

*  brought  with  him  iniiead  of  money  for  a  place :  here 

*  are  none  of  thofe  ufual  throngs  of  vicious  and   de- 

*  baucht  fwafh  bucklers,  none  of  thofe  fervile  and  tayl- 

*  (baking  fpaniels,  none  of  thofe  moe  hair,  linf:e-wool- 
(g)  Unpa-  *  fy,  nits  and  lice  gentlemen,  no  fuch  changeable  ca- 
raileledMo-t  mclions  (^).' Let  US  add  hereunto  the  tcftimony 

<^  »P-''°'of  an  adverfary.     *  His  own  court,  fays  he,  was  regu- 

*  lated  according  to  a  fevere  difcipline  j  here  no  drunk- 
(t)  Bate'  -  *  ^^i  "°''  whore-maiier,  nor  any  guilty  of  bribery, 
f.  ipi.        '  was  to    be    found,    without   fevere   punifhment  {h).' 

But  that  we  may  not  refi  wholly  on,  words,  we  will 
produce  fonie  fafls  which  will  fully  evince  the  truth  of 
the  text.  The  two  following  paflages  are  related  by 
Whitlock. *  Being  now  in  London^  and  hearing  of 

*  the  Queen  of  Sweden^s  intention  to  come  into  Eng- 
'  L'indy   I  made  it  known  to  the   proiedlor  ;    but  he 

*  would  not  give  her  any  encouragement ;  he  put  it 

*  all  upon  the  ill  example  (lie  would  give  here  by  her 

*  courfe  of  life,  and   would, not  be  fatisfied  by  me  to 

*  the  contrary.— —Grc<^  Hannibal  Stjlhjecsdy  a  lord  of 

»  Dtn- 
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He  filled  the  benches  with  able   and  honeft 

judges, 

'  Denmark^  who  bad  married  the  king's  half  fifter  there, 
'  and   been  vice-roy   of  Norway,  but   afterwards  grew 

*  out  of  favour  wtth  his  king,  came  into  England  to  fee 

*  the  protedlor,  and  made  his  applications  to  me,  whom 

*  he  had  been  acquainted  with  in  Germany,  I  brought 
'  him  to  the  protestor,  and  he  ufed  him  with  all  cour- 

*  tefy  J  he  dined  with  him  feveral  times,  and  the  prb- 
'  tedtor  was  much  taken  with   his  company ;  he  being 

*  a   very  ingenious   man,  fpake   many  languages,  and 

*  Englijb  perfeftly  well,  and  had    been  employed  in  fe- 

*  veral  great  charges  and  ambaffies-,  but  he  was  a  very 

*  debauched  perfon ;  which,  when  the  protedtor  knew, 

*  he  would  not  admit  him  any  m.ore  into  his  converfa- 

*  tion  ;  and,  not  long  after,  he  departed   out  of  Erg-  ^^  ^^^""-0^- 

*  landii).'  ^  627.     ^^^' 

Bifticp  Bi'rnet  informs  us,  that  the  earl  of  Orrery 
told  him,  '  That  coming  one  day  to  CrcmiveH,  during 
'  the  debates  about  his  accepting  the  title  of  king,  and 

*  telling  him  he  had  been  in  the  city  all  that  day,  Crom- 
'  well  afked   him  what  news  he  had  heard  there  :  the 

*  other  anfwered,  that  he   was  told    he  was   in  treaty 

*  with  the  King,  who  was  to  be  reftored,  and  to  marry 
«  his  daughter.     Cromwell  exprefling  no  indignation  at 

*  this,  lord  Orrery  faid,  in  the  ftate  to  which  things 
«  were  brought,  he  faw  not  a  better  expedient :  they 
»  might  bring  him  in  on  what  terms  thev  pleafed  :  and 
'  Cromwstl  might  retain  the  fame  authority  he  then  had 

*  with  Icfs  trouble.     Cromwell  anfwered,  the  King  can 

*  never  forgive  his  father's  blood.  Orrery  faid,  he  was 
'  one  of  many  concerned  in  that,  but  he  would  be  alone 

*  in  the  merit  of  reftoring  him.  Cnrnwcll  replied,  he 
'  was  fo  damnably   debauched  he  would  undo  us  all  j 

*  and  fo  turned  to  another  difcourfe  without  any  emo-  .-,  t. 

*  tion  {k). Lady  Mury  Cromwell,  m  a  letter  writ-  vol.  i.  [>. 

ten  to   her  brother    Henry  Crorniull,  June  23,   16 ^ 6,  '-7- 
fays,  that  the  rdafon   of  her  father's  not  embracing  of 

the  terms  offered  by  the  earl  of  Ifanvkk,  in  confide- 
X  Ee  2  ration 
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judges,  and  ^caufed    (mmm)  juftice,  for  the 
mofl  part,  to  be  equally  and  impartially  ad- 

miniftred, 

ration  of  the  marriage  propofed  between  his  grandfon 
Mr.  Rich,  and  their  fifter  Frances,  for  fome  time,  *  was 

•  not  fo  much  eftat,  as  fome  private  reafons, which 

*  was  a  diflik  to  the  young  perfon,  which  he  bad 
(/)  Thurloc, '  ^^0"^  ^°'"  reports  of  his  being  a  vifious  man,  given 
vol.  V.  p.  *  to  play  and  fuch  lik  things,  which  ofEs  was  done  by 
146-            '  fom  that  had  a  mind  to  brak  of  the  match  (/).'     The 

reports,  however,  on  examination,  proving  falfe,  the 
match  Was  concluded  with  the  confent  of  the  protedlor. 
Thefe  paflages  fufficiently  evince  the  care  of  Oliver 
to  avoid  giving  even  countenance  to  vice ;  and  alfo  the 
regularity  of  manners  in  ihofe  who  partook  of  his  fa- 
vour and  encouragement.  We  may  well  fuppofe  the 
nation  muft  be  improved  in  their  morals  by  fuch  exam- 
ples. 

(mmm)  He  filled  the  bemhes  with  able  and  honejl 
judges,  &c.]  The  hiftorians  of  all  parties  have,  by  the 
(w)  Claren-  notoriety  of  the  faci,  been  forced  to  pay  this  tribute  of 
don,vol.  vi.  praife  to  Crcmzv  II.  I  could  mention  many;  but  will 
P-  65^-  content  myfelf  with  the  authorities  of  Clarendon  and 
(«)  Detec-  ^^'^"^'  v/):\o,  though  of  different  principles,  were  equally 
tion,  vol.  li.  foes  to  the  government  and  memory  of  the  protedor. 
t.7»'  The  former  affirms,  *  That  in  matters,  which  did  not 

.  Cata  *  *^°"^^''"  '^^^  ^'^^  ^^  ^^^  jurifdidion,  he  feemed  to  have 
logne  ef 'the  '  ^^^^  revcrence  for  the  law,  rarely  interpofing  between 
Dukes,  *  party  and  party  (w).'  The  latter  aflures  us  *  That 
^p;^^^^^^  t^ej{>,:ir,Jier.hall  w^s  never  replenifhed  with  more 
ti'ehomrurs  '  ^famed  and  upright  judges  than  by  him  ;  nor  was  juf- 
thathis  *  ticc  either  in  law  or  equity,  in  civil  cafes,  more  equal- 
Hiphnefs  <  ]y  Jiftributed,  wtiere  he  was  not  a  party  (n).'  The 
^ov.ed  /^ncc  "^mcs  ot  His  judges,  poffibly,  may  not  be  unaccepta- 
fcc  began  his  bie  to  fomc  readers.  They  were  as  follows:  the  lord- 
TJ'lMvT.  *='-'^^-J"fti«s  Gljn  and  St.  John;  the  juftices  Warburton, 
#cn:.'  By  ^^-'■^'Hote,  Atkins,  Hale,  Windharn  ,  the  barons  A^/VA^- 
T.W.  i.  e. /tf/,  Parker,  Hili{o).  'Jhe  commiffioners  of  the  great 
Tno.Wa>K- ScmI,  At  fi;ft,  wjrc  the  fflmpus  Mr. /^/ /^///^<:^,  ///Vr/w^- 

ten 
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miniftred. He  fought  out  every   where 

for 


ian  and  Lenthal;  afterwards  Fienngty  L'tjle  and  Lenthal, 
The  gentlemen  of  the  long  robe  ftill  mention  the  names 
of  fome  of  thefe  perfons  with  great  honour.  How  fol- 
licitous  Cromwell  was  to  appoint  the  moft  ab!e  ana  up- 
right perfons  to  fill  the  important  pofts  of  the  law,  will 

beft  appear   by  the    following    quotations. *  Crom- 

well  feeing  him  (Mr.  Hale)  pofleft  of  fo  much  prac- 
tice, and  he  being  one  of  the  eminenteft  men  of  the 
law,  who  was  not  at  all  afraid  of  doing  his  duty  in 
thofe  critical  times,  refolved  to  take  him  off  from  it, 
and  raife  him  to  the  bench.  Mr.  Hale  faw  well 
enough  the  fn are  laid  for  him,  and  though  he  did  not 
much  confider  the  prejudice  it  would  be  to  himfelf, 
to  exchange  the  eafy  and  fafer  profits  he  had  by  his 
pradlice  for  a  judge's  place  in  the  common  pleas, 
which  he  was  required  to  accept  of,  yet  he  did  delibe- 
rate more  on  the  lawfulnefs  of  taking  a  commifiion 
from  ufurpers  ;  but  having  confidercd  well  of  this, 
he  came  to  be  of  opinion,  that  it  being  abfolutely 
necefTiiry  to  have  juftice  and  property  kept  up  at  all 
times,  it  was  no  fin  to  take  a  commifTion  from  ufurp- 
ers, if  he  made  no  declaration  of  his  acknowledging 
the.r  authority,  which  he  never  did.  He  was  much 
urged  to  accept  of  it  by  fome  eminent  men  of  his  own 
profeffion,  who  were  of  the  King's  party,  as  Sir  Or- 
Lnlo  BridgmaHy  and  Sir  Geoffery  Palmer  ;  and  was 
alfo  fatisfied  concerning  the  lawfulnefs  of  it,  by  the 
refolution  of  fome  famous  divines,  in  particular  Dr. 
Shellon^  and  Dr.  Henchman,  who  were  afterwards  pro- 
moted to  the  fees  of  Canterhury  and  London.  To  thefe 
were  added  the  importunities  of  all  his  friends,  who 
thought,  that  in  a  time  of  fo  much  danger  and  op- 
preflion,  it  might  be  no  fmall  fecurity  to  the  nation, 
to  have  a  man  of  his  integrity  and  abilities  on  the 
bench  :  and  the  ufurpers  themfelves  held  him  in  that 
eltimaiion,  that  they  were  glad  to  have  him  give  a 
countenance  to  their  courts,  and,  by  promoting  one 
E  e  3  *  tha.t 
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for  men  of  abilities-  (nnn),  in  order  proper- 

ly 

'  that  was  known  to  have  different  principles  from 
(^)  BuTjiet's  <  thtm  ;  affe^ied  the  reputation  of  honouring  and  truft- 
Matthew"  '  *"§  "^^"  °^  eminent  virtues,  of  what  peri'wafion  foe- 
Hale,  p.  35. '  ver  they  might  be,  in  relation  to  publick  matters  (p).* 
8vo  Lond.  Another  work  fpeaks  more  plainly  on  this  fubject. 

'         . *   He  [Crcmzvell]  ftudied  to  feek  out  able  and  ho- 

*  neft  men,  and  to  employ  them.     And  fo  having  heard 

*  that  my  father  had  a  very  great  reputation  in    Scet- 

*  iand,  for  piety  and  integrity,  tho'  he  knew  him  to  be 
'  aRoyalift,  he  fent  to  him,  defirinf;  him  to  accept  of 
'  a  judge's  place,  and  to  do  juftice  in  his  own  country, 

(f)  HJftory  '  hoping  only  that  he  would  pot  act  againft  his  go- 

Dt  his  own   '  vernment,  but  he  would    not  prefs  him  to  fubfcribe 

primes,  vol.  (  Of  fweat  to  it  (q).'     How  great  !  how  generous  !  it 

*  ^'   ^^'     was  hardly  pofiible,  but  a  man  of  fuch  a  difpofition  muft 

be  well  ferved. 

.  (nnn)  Hef,u^ht  cut  et'ery  where  for  men  of  abUhieSf 
and.  gave  tk(m  f roper  employment.']  That  princes  have 
fuch  poor  tools  oftentimes  about  them  is  owing  to  their 
own  weaknefs,  or  negligence.  They  have  not  either 
fenfe  enough  to  difeern,  or  fortitude  to  refufe  or  repel 
fuch  as,  without'merit,  afpire  to  their  favour.  So  that 
their  miniflers  are  fometinies  of  different  and  contradic- 
■  tory  charac-ers,  and  hinder  more  than  forward  the  bu- 
iinefs  in  which  they  pretend  to  engage.  Mobs  are  in 
moft  courts ;  wife  men  are  diftinguifhed  alone  in  thofe 
whofe  princes  themfelves  excel.  From  the  choice  of 
miniiiers  and    favourites  the  charadler  of  the  fovereign 

may   be   oftentimes   taken. Cromwell  was  all  eyes. 

lie  faw  every  thing,  he  judged  of  every  thing  ;  few 
perfcns  efcaped  his  notice  ;  merit  was  the  objedt  of  his 
choice.  The  authorities  I  fhall  now  produce,  will,  I 
am  perfuaded,  juftify  may  affertions.  The  following 
anecdote  is  prior,  indeed,  in  point  of  time,  to  the  pro- 
tedlorate,  but  'tis  properly  a  part  of  Cromzieli's  hifto- 
r\ ,  and  tends  to  illuftrate  moft  this  part  of  his  charac- 
ter. It  is  given  by  Mr.  Morrice,  a  gentleman  of  cha- 
racter. 
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ly  to  employ  them:  endeavouring  hereby  to 

pro- 

ra^ler,  who  had  it  from  lord  Breghill. *  After  the 

horrid  murder  was  committed  upon  the  King's  facred 
perfon,  lord  Btoghill,  giving  up  all  Ireland  iox  lofl, 
retired  into  England^  to  a  fmall  eftate  left  him  by  his 
father  at  Marfton  in  SomerfaJInre^  where  he  lived  till 
164.9.  During  this  retirement,  his  lordfhip  lament- 
ing the  fad  condition  of  the  royal  family^  and  the 
ruin  of  thefe  kingdoms,  and  refle6ting  upon  the  cru- 
elties and  inhumanities  of  the  h-'i/))  rebels,  he,  at  laft, 
thought  it  too  much  below  his  fpirit  and  duty  to  fit 
ftill,  and  fee  all  rights  thus  trampled  under  foot  by 
ufurpers.  He  refolved,  therefore,  to  attempt  fome- 
thing  for  the  publick  as  well  as  private  good  ;  and, 
accordingly,  under  pretence  of  going  to  the  Spa  wa- 
ters in  Germanjy  he  intended  to  crofs  the  feas,  and  ap- 
ply himfelf  to  King  Cha'les  II.  for  a  comniiflion  to 
raife  what  forces  he  could  to  reftore  his  Majefty  in 
Ireland,  and  to  recover  his  own  eftate,  then  given  for 
loft.  But,  in  order  to  the  accomplifliing  this  refolu- 
tion,  he  fent  to  the  earl  of  JVarwick,  who  had  an 
intereft  in  the  prevailing  party,  defiring  him  to  pro- 
cure a  licence  for  him  to  pafs  beyond  the  feas  to  Spa  ; 
not  acquainting  that  lord  with  the  main  intent  of  his 
going,  and  only  communicating  his  defign  to  fome 
friends,  whom  he  imagined  to  be  loyal  and  fecret. 
He  had  already  made  up  a  confiderable  fum  of  money, 
and  was  now  arrived  at  Lond:n^  in  order  to  profecute 
his  voyage;  when  a  gentleman  belonging  to  Crom- 
ivell.,  who  was  then  made  general  in  Sir  Thomas  Fair' 
fax's  place,  came  to  his  lodgings,  to  lee  him  know 
that  the  general,  his  mafter,  intended  to  wait  upon 
him,  if  he  knew  but  the  hour  when  he  would  be  at 
leizure  to  receive  him.  Aiy  lord  was  very  much 
furprized  at  this  pafTage,  becaufe  he  had  never  any 
acquaintance  with  C'-cn.we/l,  nor  ever  exchanged  one 
word  vi'ith  him,  VVherefbre  he  told  the  gentleman, 
he  prefumed  he  was  miftaken,  and  that  he  was  not 
E  e  4  'the 
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provide  for  his  own  honour   and    the   na- 
tion's 


the  perfon  to  whom  the  general  had  fent  hitri  with 
that  meflage.  The  gentleman  made  anfwer,  he  was 
fent  to  lord  Broghill ;  and,  therefore,  if  he  was  that 
lord,  he  was  fent  to  him.  My  lord  finding  that  there 
was  no  miflake  in  the  gentleman,  owned  that  he 
was  the  lord  Brogh'tll;  but  defircd  the  gentleman  to 
prefent  his  humble  fervice  to  the  general,  and  to  let 
him  know  that  he  wou!d  not  give  him  the  trouble 
to  come  to  him,  but  that  he  would  wait  on  the  ge- 
neral, if  he  knew  where  he  was,  and  when  he  might ; 
and  to  that  end  would  immediately  make  himfelf  rea- 
dy for  it.  The  gentleman  told  my  lord  he  would  ac- 
quaint his  excellency  with  it,  and  fo  took  his  leave. 
His  lordfliip,  in  the  mean  time,  was  mightily  con- 
cerned what  Cromwell's  bufinefs  with  him  (hould  be. 
While  he  was  thus  mufuig,  Cromwelt  came  to  him  j 
and,  after  mutual  falutations,  told  him,  he  had  a 
great  kindnefs  and  refpect  for  his  loidihip,  and  there- 
fore he  was  come  to  acquaint  him  with  fomethin^ 
that  did  very  nearly  concern  him,  and  to  give  him 
his  advice  in  the  matter.  He  then  proceeded  to  let  him 
know,  that'  the  council  of  ftate  was  acquainted  with 
his  defigns,  that  he  was  come  to  town  in  order  to 
his  palling  beyond  fea ;  but,  inftead  of  going  to  the 
Spa  for  his  gout,  was  going  to  the  King  for  a  com- 
mifTion  to  ra  fe  men,  and  oppofe  their  government  in 
Ireland;  and  that  under  this  pretence  the  earl  of 
IVcrvvick  had  got  him  a  licence  from  the  flate  to  pafs 
the  Teas.  As  Cror.,nvell  was  going  on,  my  lord  inter- 
rupted him,  and  told  him,  he  prefumed  his  excel- 
lency was  miflaken  in  the  matter,  for  he  was  not  ca- 
pable of  doing  any  thing  that  way ;  and  therefore 
defired  him  to  believe  no  fuch  thing.  But  C>cT;n:c  I 
told  him,  he  had  good  proof  for  what  he  faid,  and 
could  Paevv  copies  of  his  letters  to  that  purpofe,  and 
therefore  defired  him  not  to  deceive  himfelf;  for  the 
council  had  ordered  him   t,o  be  clapt  in  the  T(nver 

<    UpOfl 
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tion's    welfare.— Learning    he    favoured, 

and 


upon  his  arrival  in  town  ;  which  had  been  executed 
accordingly,  had  not  he  himfelf  interpofed  in  his  be- 
half,   and   procured  feme  time  to  confer  with  him, 
to  fee  whether  he  n>ight  not  be  drawn  off  from  his 
purpofe.     Upon  this,    and    other  circamftances,  my 
lord,   finding  that   he  was  difcovered,  begged  Crom^ 
we/l's  pardon,  and  thanked  him  for  his  kindnefs,  and 
defired  him  to  advife  him  what  to  do.     Cromwell  told 
him,  that  neither  he,  nor  the  council,  were  ftrangers 
to  his  a<Stions  In  the  Injh  war ;  and  therefore  the  fub- 
duing  of  the  Irijh  rebels  being  left  to  his  care,  he  had 
obtained  leave  from  the  council  to  make  an  offer  to 
lord  Broghill^  that  if  he  would  ferve  in  the  wars  a- 
gainft  the  IriJh,    he  fhould   have   a  general  officer's 
command,  and  fhould  have  no  oaths  or  engagements 
laid  upon  him,  nor  fhould  be  obliged  to  fight  againft 
any  but  the  Ir:Jh.     My  lord  did  not  a  little  wonder 
at  this  large  offer,  and  would  have  excufed  himfelf, 
defiring   fome  time  to  coiifidcr  of  it:    but  Cromwell 
told  him,  he  muft  refolve  prefently,  for  there  was  no 
time  to  deliberate,  becaufe  the  council,  from  whom 
he  came,  were  refolved   to  fend  his  lordftiip  to  the 
Toiver  as  foon  as  ever  Cromwell  fhould  return  to  them, 
in    cafe  this   offer  was  not   readily  accepted.     Lord 
Broghill  feeing    no   fubterfuges  could    any  longer   be 
made  ufe  of,  and  finding  his  liberty  and   life  were  in 
danger,  whereby  he  might  be  rendered  utterly  inca- 
pable of  ferving  his  Majefty ;  and  not  knowing  but, 
by  accepting  this  offer,  he  might  afterwards  be  fer- 
viceable  to  the  royal  party,  he  refolved    to  accept  of 
it  upon  the   conditions   which  Cromwell   mentioned  ; 
promifing  upon  his  word  and  honour,  he  would  faith- 
fully affift  Cromwell  in  fubduing  the  Jrijh  rebellion. 
Whereupon    Cromwell  affured    him,    he  fhould    have 
thofe  conditions  performed  to  a  tittle  j  and  defired  hiai 
to  haflen  down  to  Brijiol^  where  men  fhould  be  fent 
{0  himj  and  O^ips  wajt  fcr  bis  traafportatioij,  and  he 

him' 
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and  was  munificent  to  fuch  as  excelled  in 

fci- 


(r)  Mor- 
rice's  Life 
of  Lord  Or- 
rery, pre- 
fixed to  his 
State  papers. 
Foi.  Lend. 
374X. 
And  Bnd- 
gel's  Me- 
tnoirsof  the 
Boyles,  p. 
43  i  8vo, 
Lend.  1739' 


*  himfelf  would  follow  him  with  another  army;  all 

'  which   was  accordingly  done  (r).' Broghiil  was 

worthy  of  CrcTmveU's  choice:  he  ferved  him  faithfully, 
was  fmcerely  attached  to  the  interefts  of  his  family, 

and  did  every  thing  to  fupport  it. The  next  inftance 

I  ihall  give  from  Wood,  who  chofe  not,  we  may  well 

fuppofe,  to  falfify  in  favour  of  the  protector. '  In 

1649,  fays  he,  one  Mr.  Greavef  of  Grays-Inn,  an 
intimate  acquaintance  with  Dr.  Aleric  Cajaubon, 
brought  him  a  meflage  from  Oliver  Cromwell,  then 
lieutenant-general  of  the  parliament's  forces,  to  bring 
him  to  Whitehall  to  confer  with  him  about  matters  of 
moment,  but  his  wife  being  then  lately  dead,  and  not, 
as  he  faid,  buried,  he  defired  to  be  excufed.  After- 
wards Greavei  came  again,  and  our  author  [Cjfaubcn] 
being  in  feme  diforder  for  it,  fearing  that  evil  might 
follow,  he  defired  him  to  tell  him  the  meaning  of  the 
matter,  but  Greaves  refufing,  went  away  the  fecond 
tune.  At  length  he  returned  again,  and  told  him, 
that  the  lieutenant  general  intended  his  good  and  ad- 
vancement,  and  that  his  particular  errand  was,  that 
he  would  make  u{s  of  his  pen  to  write  the  hiftory  of 
the  late  war,  defiring,  withali,  that  nothing  but  mat- 
ters of  fait  be  impartially  fet  down,  isfc.  To  which 
he  returned  anfwer,  that  he  defired  his  humble  fer- 
vice  and  hearty  thanks  be  returned  for  that  great  ho- 
nour done  unto  him,  and  withali,  that  he  was  un- 
capable,  in  feverall  refpscls,  for  fuch  an  employment, 
and  could  not  fo  impartially  engage  in  it,  but  that 
his  fubjed  would  force  him  to  make  fuch  reflections 
as  would  be  ungrateful,  if  not  injurious  to  his  lord- 
fliip.  Notwithlianding  this  anfwer,  Crcrmvell  Ceemed 
fo  fenfible  of  his  worth,  that  tho'  he  could  not  win 
him  over  to  his  defires,  yet  he  acknowledged  a  great 
refpeft  for  him,  and,  as  a  teftimony  thereof,  he  or- 
dered that,  upon  the  firft  demand,  there  fhould  be  de- 
livered three  or  four  hundred  pounds  by  a  certain  book^ 

'  feller 
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feller  in  London  (whofe  name  .was  Cromivdl)  whenfo- 
ever  his  occafions  (hould  require,  without  acknowledg- 
ing any  benefador  at  the  receipt  of  it.  But  this  of- 
fer, as  I  have  been  informed  by  our  author's  fon  John 
Cafaubcn^  he  fcorned  to  accept,  though  his  condition 
was  then  mean.  At  the  fame  time  it  was  propofed 
by  the  faid  Greaves  (who  belonged  to  the  library  at 
Bt.  James's)  that  if  our  author  would  gratify  him  in 
the  foregoing  requeft,  Cromwell  v/ould  reftore  unto 
him  all  his  father's  \^Ifaac  Cafauhn's]  books,  which 
were  then  in  the  royal  library  there  (given  by  King 
"James,  who  had  invited  him  into .£«^/«Wj  and,  with- 
al), a  patent  for  three  hundred  per  annutny  to  be  paid  (i)  wood's 
to  the  family  fo  long  as  the  younseft  fon  of  Dr.  Ifaac  Athena, 
Cafaubon  fhould  live.  But  this  alfo  was  refufed  (i).'  ''"g-"-  ^ 
-It  appears  from  a  letter  of  Dr.  Cudworth's^  that  he 


was  confulted  by  Mr.  Ihurloe  (no  doubt  but  by  the 
protestor's  orders)  with  regard  to  the  chara6ters  of  fuch 
perfons  in  the  univerfity,  as  were  proper  to  be  employed 
in  political  and  civil  affairs.  The  dodtor  mentions  fe- 
vcral  men  of  diftinguiflied  learning  and  abilities,  and 
then  adds,  *  many  more  names  I  could  fet  down  j  but 
'  thefe  may  fufEce   for  your   choice  j  and   you  may,  if 

*  you  think   good,  enquire   further  concerning  any  of 

*  them  from  fome  others,  and,  if  you  pleafe,  from  this 

*  gentleman,  whom  I  have,  for  that  purpofe,  defired  to 

*  prefent  this  to  you,  Mr.  George  Ruji,  fellow  of  Chrijl'-. 
'  Colledgey  who  can  further  inform  and  fatisfy  you  con- 

*  cerning  them.  He  is  an  underftandmg,  pious, 
'  difcreet  man,  and  himfelf  I  know  to  be  a  man  of  ex- 

*  ceeding^good  parts,  and  a  general  fcholar,  but  one  that 

*  ftems  not  fo  willing  to  divert  himfelf  from  preachintr 

*  and  divinity,  which  he  hath  of  late  intended  j  other- 

*  wife  I  know  his  parts  arc  fuch,  as  would  enable  him 

*  for  any  employment.     If  you    pleafe  to  enquire  fur- 

*  ther  from  him,  and  by  him  fignify  your  further  plea- 
'  fure  to  me,  I  fhali  be  ready  in  this,  or  any  thing  elfe, 

*  that  1  am  able  to  exprefle  myfeif, 

Sir,  your  affedionately  devoted  friend  and  fervant, 

f  R.  CUDWORTH. 

Mr. 
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fcience  (ooo).     Nor  did   he  fail  of  making 

ufe^ 


Mr.  Zachary  Cradock  was  recommended  to  the  fccre-* 
(')  ^"'^'  .  tary  by  this  gentleman,  for  the  place  of  chaplain  to  the' 
ryDr.Birch,  Engltjh  merchants  at  Lijhon.  He  was  afterwards  pro- 
prefixed  to  volt  of  Eatortf  and  greatly  celebrated  for  his  genius  and 
^ij«=^J'^^j^°^'  learning  {t).  Dr.  John  Pell,  eminent  for  his  (kill  in 
telleftual '  the  mathematics,  in  the  Latin ^  Greeks  Hebrew^  Arabic^ 
SyCxem,^.^.  lialian,  French,  Spanijh^  and  High  znd  Low  Dutch  \zn- 
4to  Lond.  gygggg^  ^,^5  appointed  envoy  from  the  protestor  to  the 
(u) Brch's  proteftant  cantons  in  Swijferland  {u).  Mr.  (afterwards 
Life  of  Sir)  JVilliam  Petty  was  ordered  by  Oliver^  to  take  a 
Bo)le,  p.  furvey,  and  make  maps  of  the  kingdom  of  Ireland,  for 
Lend.  1744.  which  he  had  a  faiary  of  365/.  per  ann,  befides  many 
(x)  Wood's  other  advantages  which  enabled  him  to  raife  a  great 
''^M-'^c  ^ft^t^  (*)♦  And  It  is  faid,  however  improbably,  •  That 
%r%/  '  *  Crewa'^Z/wasfo  pleafed  with  manyof  Mr./ici'i^^i's  prin- 
*  ciples-  laid  down  in  the  Leviathan,  which  tended  to 
(v)Id.  c.  '  juftify  and  fupport  his  ufurpation,  that  the  great  place 
^'  *  of  being  fecretary  was  proffered  to  him  (>»).' 

If  to  thefe  inftances,  we  add  Milton,  Mr.  Marvel, 
and  Mr.  Muland  before  mentioned,  together  with  Nat. 
Bacon,  author  of  the  celebrated  difcourfes  on  govern- 
ment, who  was  one  of  CromweWs  mafters  of  requefts, 
Francis  OJborn,  a  writer  of  good  repute,  who  had  pub- 
lic employments  under  him,  and  Mr.  Samuel  Hartlib, 
to  whom  he  allowed  one  hundred  pounds  a  year  for  his 
induflry  and  expences  in  feveral  publick  fervices  ;  we 
ihall  be  convinced  that  he  was  not  deftitute  of  men  of 
abilities,  or  negligent  of  employing  them  in  a  manner 
honourable  to  themfelves,  as  well  as  advantagious  to  the 
nation. 

(000)  He  favoured  learning,  and  tvas  munificent  t» 
fuck  as  excelled  in  fcience,^  VVe  have  i^^n  in  the  two 
preceding  notes,  the  care  of  the  protedor  to  feledt  men 
capable  of  tranfa6ling  public  bufinefs  in  an  honourable 
and  ufeful  manner  to  the  community  of  which  he  had 
taken  on  himfelf  to  be  the  head.  Mofl  of  thefe  were 
weli  verfed  in  the  fciences,  and  confequently  would, 
6  well 
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ufe  of  the  methods  of  kindnefs  and  conde- 

fcen- 

well  enough,  have  ferved  for  proofs  of  Cromwell's  fa- 
vour to  the  learned.  I  fliall  add  however  others,  that 
his  regard  to  learning  may  be  put  out  of  a  poffibility  of 

doubt. Oliver  was  chancellour  of  the  univerfity  of 

Oxford,  and  within  a  year  after  his  afluming  the  protec- 
torate, '  at  his  own  charge,  he  beftowed  on  the  public 

*  library  there,  twenty  five  antient  manufcripts  j  ten  of 

*  which  were  in   folio,  and  fourteen  in  quarto,  all  in 

*  Greek,  except  two  or  three.  He  moreover  ordered  to 
'  a  private  divinity  reader  there  (newly  chofen  to  that 

*  place)  an  annuity  of  one  hundred  pounds  per  annum,  .  . ., 

'  out  of  the  exchequer,  for  the  (aid  reader's  encourage-  rjus  Poiiti- 

'  ment  (z).' When  the  great  defign  was  on  foot  of  cus.  No, 

publifhing  the  Polyglott,  by   Dr.  WaltQti,  the  protestor  '^'^}-  P*     . 
permitted  the  paper  to  be  imported  duty  free*.     And  whitiock, 
'tis  a  fail,  attefted  by   his  very  enemies,  that  he  hin-  p-  605. 
dered  the   faie  of  archbifliop  XJjher\  valuable  library  of 
prints  and  manufcripts,  to  foreigners,  and  caufed  it  to 
be  purchafed,  and  fent  over  to  Dublin,  with  an  inten- 
tion to  beftow  it  on  a  new  college  or  hall,  which  he  (f^r'sTife 
had  propofed  to  build  and  endow  there  {o).     Dr.  Parr  of  utha^ 
and  Dr.  Smith  fay,  the  purchafe  was  made  by  the  of-  p.  io2« 
ficers  and  foldiers  of  the  army  in  Irelund,  but  how  this 
is  confiftent  with  Parrs  faying  afterwards,  that  *  when 

*  this  library  was  brought  over  into  Irelandy  the  ufurper 
'  and  his  fon,  who  then  commanded  in  chief  there, 
'  would  not  beftow  it  on  the  college  of  Dublin,^  i$ 
very  hard  to  fay.  I  prefume  they  would  not  have 
claimed  the  right  of  beftowing,  if  they  had  not  acquired 
that  right  by  purchafing.  Dr.  Smith,  fenfible  of  this, 
has  varied  from  his  original,  (for  he  is  little  more  than 
a  tranflator  of  Parr)  and  attributes  both  purchafe,  re-^ 

•  Towards  the  dofe  of  Walton's  preface  we  find  the  following  words: 
Primo  autem  commemorandi  quorum  favore  Chartam  a  Veftigalibus  im- 
piunem  habuimus,  quod  quinque  ab  hinc  annis,  a  Concilio  fecretiori  pri- 

,.  mo  conceiTum,  poftea  a  Sereniflimo  D.  PrtteBore  ejufque  Concilio,  operi* 

.  jfrosiovi^ndi  caufa,   benigne  coniirnatuin  et  coatLauavuni  crac. 

fufal 
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fcention,    in   feveral   refpedts,  to   conciliate 

the 

fufal  of  beftowing  on  thecollege  of  Dublin,  znd  inten- 
itlobiuffe.  ''°'^  °^  ereiiing  a  new  building  for  its  reception,  to  thd 

rii Scriptore,  officcrs  and  foldicrs  only  {b) Smith  however  allows 

Thoma  with  Parr,  that  Crcjnwell  had  the  merit  of  hindering  the 
Thedoeiz  exportation  of  this  valuable  library  into  foreign  parts  ; 
Doaore&*  and  with  aftonifliment  crys  out,  '  Quis  autem  crederet 
Ecclefias  t  hominem,  enthufiafmi  furoribus  fubinde  correptumi 
Preft'""o  '  &  humanioris  literaturae  oforem,  cavifie,  ne  thefau- 
prefixed  to  *  fus  li^c extv:i/fngliam,  non  fine  fumma  injuria  genti  inu- 
Uiher's  An-  c  rcnda,  expo'rtarctur  ?'  His  aftonifhment  would  have 
f !  \^.T^'  ceafed,  had  he  known  the  true  character  of  the  pro- 
rolio,  p.  55.  teclor.-  But  to  go  on. A  reprefentation  hav- 

ing been  made  to  the  parliament  of  the  commonwealth 
of  England,  by  the  gentlemen  of  the  county  of  Durham, 
and  fent  up  by  the  high  flieriff  to  the  parliament,  inur 
alia,  that  the  college  and  houfes  of  the  dean  and  chap- 
ter, bfeing  then  empty  and  in  decay,  might  be  eiMployed 
for  ereding  a  college,  fchool,  or  academy  for  the  be- 
nefit of  the  northern  counties,  which  are  fo  far  from  the 
univerfities ;  and  that  part,  of  the  lands  of  the  dean 
and  chapter  near  the  city,  might  be  fet  out  for  pious 
lifes  :  it  was  referred  to  a  committee  to  ftate  the  bufi- 
nefs  and  report  their  opinion.  This  was  in  May,  1650. 
From  this  time  till  about  feven  years  after,  we  hear  no 
more  of  it.  But  on  the  15th  oi  May,  1657,  the  Lord 
Prote<5tor,  by  writ  of  privy  feal,  erefled  a  college  at 
Durham,  confifting  of  one  provoft  or  mafter,  two  preach- 
ers or  fenior  fellows,  and  twelve  other  fellows.  '  And 
'  for  the  endowment  of  the  faid  coHege,  the  cathedral 

*  church  and  church-yard  of  Durham,  and  the  feveral 

*  mefluages  with  their  appurtenances  thereunto  belong- 

*  ing  were  granted.     To   thefe  were   added   a  yearly 

*  rent-charge  of  one  hundred  and  feventeen   pounds, 

*  fifteen  {hillings  and  eight  pence,  and  another  of  five 

*  hundred  pounds  ifiuing  out  of  the  manors  of  Gat^Jhead 

*  and  fVickham  in  the  faid  county  of  Durham,  as  alfo 

*  one  other  of  two  hundred  eiahtv-four  pounds,  four 

-    '  «  (hil- 
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the  (ppp)    affedions  of  his  enemies  to  his 

perfon 

*  {hillings  and  four- pence,    ifluing  out  of  lahds  lately 

*  belonging  to  the   bifhop  or  dean  and  chapter  of  that 

*  diocefe.     Befides  all  thefe  donations,  the  books  prin- 

*  ted  and  manufcript  belonging  to  the  late  bifliop  dean 

*  and  chapter  were  added,  and    a  liberty  of  purchafing 

'  or  receiving  lands,    not  exceeding    the   yearly  value  j^' ^'^^.'''' ^ 

*  of  fix  thoufand  pounds  (c).'     We  may  fee  by  this,  that  Oliver 
0//Wr  was  a  friend  to  learning,  and  zealous  to  promote  it:  Cromwell, 
but  whether  the  means  inthisinftance  made  ufe  of,  were  c'"^"!^^ 
themoft  eligible,  muft  be  left  to  the  reader  to  determine,  of  curious 
— I  had  forgot  to  add,  that  this  foundation  of  a  college  hiflorical 
at  Durham  was   oppofed    by  the'  univerfities  of  Oxford  ^^^^'^\'J' 
and  Cambridge,  and  that  it  was  but  of  a  fliort  duration.  Lord,  i-fo* 
For  on  Richard's  refignation,  it  of  courfe  dropped. 

I  will  mention  but  one   inltance  more  of  the  Protec- 
tor's regard  and  encouragement  of  literary  merit.- 
Dr.  Seth  IVard,  who   was  afterward   bifhop  of  Exete^ 
and  5ari^wz  fucceffively,  (landing  candidate,    in  the  year 
1657,  for  the  principalfhip  of  ^/yi/J  college  in  Oxford, 
loft  it  through  means  of  Cromwell's  pre- engagement  to 
another.     But  upon  being  informed  of  the  merit  and 
learning  of /K-jr^,  (who  had  fucceeded  the  very  learned 
Mr.  John  Greaves  as  aftronomy   profeflbr  in  that  uni- 
verfity)  he  received  and  converged  with  him  with  great 
freedom,  and  enquiring  of  the  value  of  the  principalfhip,  {<^  Howe's 
promifed  to  allow  him  the  like  fum  annually  {d).     This  Y^^.^^  ^T 
Dr.  IVard  became   after  the    reftoration    a  thorough-        ' 
paced   court- bifhop,    applying  himfelf   to  politics,  and 
adhering  to  the  intereft  of  thofe  to  whom  he  owed  his 
preferments.     I  think  he  never   fhewed  any  return  of 
kindnefs  to  the  friends  of  Cromwell. 

(ppp)  He  made  ufe  of  the  methods  of  kindnefs  and  Cori- 
defcemion  to  his  enemies.^  Here  are  my  authorities. 
'  The  nobles  and  great  men,  fays  Bates  (for  with  fome 
few  of  them  he  had  an  intimacy)  he  delighted  with 
raillery  and  jefting,  contended  with  them  in  mimical 
5;eftures,  and  entertained  them   with  merry  collations, 

.    mufick^ 


1UI9S. 
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pcrfon  and  government*     Thefe  were  fonnre 

of 

mufick,  hunting  and  hawking, When  he  was  in 

the  country,  he  ufed  once  or  oftner  a  year,  to  give  the 
{e)pgtt'u.  neighbours   a  buck,  to  be  run  down  in  his  park,  and 

money  to  buy  wine  to  make  merry  with  (^).' The 

following  account,  we  are  told,  was  delivered  by  Dr. 
Thomas  Smith,  and  was  firft  published  by  Mr.  Thomas 
Hearne,  in   his  Appendix  to  the  Chronicon  de  Dunjiahle* 

*  I  will  relate  a  paflage,  that  the  marquis  told   me  con- 

*  cerning  the  old  marquis  of  Hartford.  A  little  after 
'  the  death  of  the  lord  Beauchamp  his  fon,  in  the  year 
'  1656,  (which  was  of  unfpeakable  grief  to  him)  the 
'  Protector   fent  Sir  Edward  Sidenham  to  him,  to  con- 

*  dole  with  him  for  the  great  lofs  he  had  fuftained,  and 

*  many  fine  words  and  compliments  befides.     The  mar- 

*  quifs  of  Hartford  would  have  been  glad  Cromwell  had 

*  fpared  that  ceremony ;  but  however  received  it  in  the 

*  befl  manner  he  could  ;  and  returned  a  fuitable  ac- 
'  knowledgment  for  the  fame.  Some  time  after  this 
,*  Crefmvell  fent  again  to  invite  the  marquifs  to  dine 
'  with  him :  which  this  great  and  brave  nobleman  knew 

*  not  how  to  wave  or  excufej  confidering  it  was  in 
'  CromwetPs  power  to  ruin  him,  and  all  his  family. 
'  Therefore  fent  him  word  he  would  wait  upon  his 
'  highnefs.     In  a  little  time  after  he  went  accordingly, 

*  and  Qomwell  received  him  with  open  arms ;  and  at 
'  dinner  drank  to  him,  and  carved  for  him  with  the 
'  greateft  kindnefs  imaginable.  After  dinner,  he  took 
'  him  by  the  hand,  and  led  him  into  his  drawing-room, 
'  where  (only  they  two  being  alone)  he  told  the  mar- 
'  quifs,    he  had  defired   his   company,    that  he  might 

*  have  his  advice  what  to  do.  ?or,  faid  he,  I  am 
'  not  able  to  bear  the  weight  of  bufmefs  that  is  upon 

*  me;  I  am  weary  of  it;  and  you,  my  lord,  are  a 
'  great  and  wife  man,  and  of  great  experience,  and 
'  have  been  much  verft  in  the  buftnefs  of  government; 
'  pray  advifc  me  what  I  fhall  do.  The  marquifs  was 
'  much  furprized  at  this  difcourfe  of  the  Protedlor's,  and 

'  deli  red 


OLiViER  CROMWELL.  433 

of  the  illurtrious  adions  oi  Cromwell :  anions 


defired   Again  and  again  to  be  excufed :  telling  him, 
he   had  ferved  King  Charles  all  along,  and  been  of  his 
private  council ;  and    that  it  no  ways  confifted  with 
his  principles,  that  either  the  Protedor  fliould  afk,  or 
he  (the   marquis)   adventure  to  give  him   any  advice. 
This  notwithftanding  would  not  fatisfy  Cromwell^  but 
he  preft  him  ftill,  and  told  him  he  would  receive  no 
excufes  nor  denials ;  but  bid  the  marquifs  fpeak  freely, 
and  whatever  he  faid,  it  fliould  not  turn  in  the  leaft  to 
his  prejudice.      The   marquifs    feeing    himfelf    thus 
preft,  and  that  he  could  not  avoid  giving  an  anfwer, 
(aid,  Sir,  upon  this  aflurance  that  you  have  given  mcj 
I  will  declare  to  your  highnefs  my  thoughts,  by  which 
you  may   continue  to    be  great,    and  eftablifli  your 
name  and  family  for  ever.     Our  young  mafter  that  is 
abroad  (that  is,  my  mafter,  and  the  mafter  of  us  all) 
rcftore  him  to  his  crowns,  and  by  doing  this  you  majr 
have  what  you  pleafe.     The  Protedlor,  no  way  dif- 
turbed   at  this,    anfwered  very  fedately,  that  he  had 
gone  fo  far,  that  the  young  gentleman  could  not  for- 
give.    The  marquifs  replied,  that  if  his  highnefs  pleaf- 
ed,  he  would  undertake  with  his  mafter,  for  what  he 
had  faid.     He  replied  again,  that  in  his   circumftan- 
ces ;  he  could  not  truft.     Thus  they  parted,  and  the  . 
marquifs  had  never  any  prejudice  hereby  fo  long  as  pfefacrto  ^ 
Cromwell  lived    (/).'     Lord  C/arendon  fpeaks  alfa  ofhisMemoirs 
Cromwell's  *  making  addrefles    to  fome  principal  noble-  of  Ol'ver 
men  of  the  kingdom,  and  fome  friendly  expoftulations  p"^!!'^*  ' 
with  them,  why  they  referved  themfelves,  and  would  (^)  See  vol. 
have  no  communication  or  acquaintance  with  him  (g)  \  vi,  p.  ^93 

• -From  thefe  fads,  we  may  judge  of  Cr6'A»u;^//'s  ad- 

drefs,  and  his  knowledge  of  the  human  heart,  which 
by  flattery  is  fooneft  of  all  things  captivated  and  en- 
fnared.  His  method  of  treating  his  enemies  was  many 
times  alfo  very   mild  and  generous.     *  He  underftood 

*  fays  Burnet,  that  one  Sir  Richurd  Willis  was  chan- 

*  cellor  Hyde^9  chief  confident,  to  whom  he  wrote  of- 

F  f  *  tan. 
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ilill  more  remarkable,  as  his  reign  was  fliort, 

and 


«  ten,  and  to  whom  all  the  party  fubmitted,  looking  on 
'  him   as  an  able  and  wife  man,  in   whom  they  con- 

*  fided  abfolutely.     So   he   found  a  way  to   talic  with 
'  him :  He  faid,  he  did   not  intend  to  hurt  any  of  the 

*  party;   his  defign  was  rather  to  fave  them  from  ruin  : 

*  they  were  apt  after  their  cups  to  run  into  foo'ifti  and 

*  ill-concerted  plots,  which  fignified  nothing  but  to  ruin 

*  thofe  who  engaged  in  them  :  he  knew  they  confulted 

*  him  in  every  thing:    all  he   defired  of  him   was   to  < 

*  know  all  their  plots,  that  he  might  fo  difconcert  them 

*  that  none  might  ever  fuffer  for  them  :  if  he  clapt  any 

*  of  them  up  in  prifon,  it  fhould  only  be  for    a  little 

*  time  :    and   they  fhould  be  interrogated   only  about 
'  fome  trifling  difcourfe,  but   never   about  the  bufinefs 

*  they  had  been  engaged  in.     He  offered  fVillis  whate- 

*  ver  he  would  accept  of,  and  to  give  it  when  or  as  he 

*  pleafcd.     He  durft  not  afkor  take  above  2000  pounds 

*  a  year.     None  was  trufted  with  this  but  his  fecretary 

*  Thurlce,  who  was  a  very  dexterous  man  at  getting  in- 

*  telligence.     Thus  Crotmuell  had  all  the  King's  party 

*  in  a  net.     He  let  them  dance  in  it  at  pleafure:   and 

*  upon  occafions  clapt  them  up  for  a  fhort  while ;  but 
{h)  Vol.  i.  c  nothing  was  ever  difcovered  that  hurt  any  of  them  (/>).' 
P"  "*•        What  is  about  to  be  related,  will  fiill  more  dif- 

play  the  truth  of  the  text.     '  One  day,  in  a  gay  man- 
«  ner,  Oiiver  told    Lord  BroghHl  that  an  old  friend  of 

*  his  was  juft  come  to  town.     The  Lord  Brcgbill  de- 

*  firing  to  know,  whom  his  highnefs  meant  ?  Crormuell 

*  to  his  great  furprize,  anfwered.  The  marquifs  of  Or- 

*  mond.     The   Lord  Broghill  protefting  he  was  wholly 

*  ignorant  of  it:  I   know  that-  well  enough    (fays  the 

*  Protedlor ;)  however,  if  you  have  a  mind  to  preferve 

*  your  old  acquaintance,  let  him  know,  that  I  am  not 

*  ignorant  either   where  he  is,  or   what   he  is  doing. 

*  He  then  told  him  the  place  where  the  marquifs  lodged  ; 
'  and  Lord  Broghill  having   received  this  generous  per- 

*  miffion  to  fave  his  friend,  went  dire(Slly  to  him,  and 

'  ac- 
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and  his  revenue  ( Q^cj^)  fcanty.^^— But  his  gd- 

vern- 

acquairlted  him  with  what  had  pafTed  ;  who  finding 
himfelf  difcovered,  inftantly  left  London^  and  with  the 
firft  opportunity  returned  to  the  King.  Soon  after 
Cromwell  being  informed  that  the  Lady  Orm  nd  wzs 
engaged  in  feveral  practices  againft  the  government^ 
and  correfponded  with  her  hufbandj  for  the  better  ac- 
complifhing  of  them,  had  refolved  to  ufe  her  with 
great  fevierity  j  and  told  the  Lord  Brogh'tll  with  a 
frown,  the  firft  time  he  faw  himj  you  have  pafled  your 
word  for  the  quiet  behaviour  of  a  fine  perfon :  the 
Lady  Onn-md  is  in-  a  confpiracy  with  her  hufband 
againft  me,  though  at  your  requeftj  I  perrriit  her  to 
ftay  in  London^  and   allow  her  2000  /.  per  a>muni.     I  ■■ 

finjl  fhe  is  an  ungrateful  vyomah,  and  fhaii  life  her  ac- 
cordingly. Lord  Broghill^  who  faw  the  Protei^or  was 
thoroughly  provoked,  but  knew  that  a  foft  anfwer  ufu- 
ally  appeafed  him,  told  him  in  the  moft  fubmifiive 
manner,  That  he  was  forry  the  Lady  Ortn  nd  had  giv-. 
en  his  highncfs  any  occafion  to  be  difpleafed  with  her^ 
but  humbly  dtfired  to  knoWj  what  ground  he  had  for 
fufpecting  her .?  Enough:  [hys  Crcmwell)  I  have  let- 
ters under  her  own  hand,  which  were  taken  out  of 
her  cabinet:  and  then  throwing  him  a  letter,  bid  hini 
read  it.  He  had  no  fooner  perufed  it,  than  he  afTured 
the  Protector  with  a  fmile,  that  what  he  had  read, 
was  not  the  hand  of  Lady  Ormond,  but  of  Lady  Jfa- 
bella  'jhyrif  between  whom  and  the  marquifs  of  Or- 
monde there  had  been  fome  intrigues.  Cromwetl  ha-  . 
ftily  afked  himj    how    he  could  prove    that?    Lotd  Q ^"''■^'"'p 

"/,;,,        -         ',  _,  .^ f.  ...         -  Memoirs  of         y 

Broghtll  anlwered  very  eahly  ;  and  Ihewed  him  fome  the  Boyies,      r 
other  letters  from  the  Lady  Ifahelia ;  of  whom  he  told  p-  59-  ^i"; 
two  or  three  ftories,  fo  pleafant,  as  made  Crs/nzfe// ""P*?'^  ^."* 

,-,,,.         r  •  I  1         1     /•>  »  tannics,  p. 

iofe  all  his  reientment  m  a  hearty  laugh  (t).  goh.  fcCi* 

(  Q51R-)  Mis  riven,,  efcatity.']     Whoevet"  cottfiders  what 

bromuelL  did   at  home  and  abroad  ;  the  greatnefs  of  his 

fleets  and  armies ;  his  fpies  and  intelligencers ;  his  am- 

baftadors  and  envoys,  and  the  ftate  he  on  fome  occa- 

Ff  2  ficns 
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vcrnment,  however,  was  far  from  being  free 
from  blame.     His   edid  againft  the    (rrr) 

epifcopal 

lions  affumed;  I  fay,  whoever  confiders  his  government 

which  made  fo  great  a  figure  in  the  eyes  of  Europe,  and  is 

ftill  talked  of  with  admiration,  will  be  aftonifhed  to  find 

(I)  Pretec-    that  thc  wholc   revenue    of  England,  Scotland  and  /r^- 

tor'sSpeech, /fl»^,  amountcd    to  but  i,9Co,ooo/.  (>f)     His  enemies 

^P"'*^'     moreover  add,  that  when  he  aflumed  the  government, 

*  The  publick  flock  was  five  hundred  thoufand  pounds 

*  in  ready  money,  the  value  of  feven  hundred  thoufand 

*  pounds  in  flores,  and  the  whole  army  in  advance, 
(/)  World's  *  ^°"^^  ^°"''»  ^^^  "°"^  under  two  months;  fo  that 
Miftake  in  *  though  there  might  be  a  debt  of  near  five  hundred 
Oliver  t  thoufand  pounds  upon  the  kingdom,  he  met  with 
Cromwell,    .   ^^^^^   ^^j^^  ^^^    ^^j^^  -^^  jj^^  ^^  .^  ^^,      y^^^  'Cowley 

fays,  »  He  found  the  commonwealth  in  a  ready  ftock  of 
(m)Dif.  ^     t  about  8co,cco  pounds,  and  left  it  fome  two  millions 

cer"ning"he"   '  ^"^   ^"  ^^^^  ^"  ^^t)^  ('")•' Allowing  all  this  to  be 

Government  true,  Cromzvell  snuH  have  been  an  excellent  ceconomlft. 
of  Oliver       For  what  prince  almoft,  could  have  done  fo   much  on 
^rom\se  ,    f^  jittjg  ?   We  may  be  fure  there  could   have  been   no 
great  wafte  of  the  public  treafure  on  favourites,  no  need- 
lefs  parade,  or  expenfive  follies,  when   the  fum    to  be 
managed  for  every  purpofe  was  fo  contrafled.     But  the 
force  of  ceconomy  is  great;  its  efficacy  powerful;  and 
he  who  fpends  or  gives  when  'tis  proper,  and  only  when 
*tis  fo,  may  do  things  beyond  the  imagination  of  moft  *. 
(rrr)  His  edici  againji  the  epifcopal  clergy,  "uoas   very 
cruel.]     Cromwell  by  nature,  as  I  have  more  than  once 
had  an  opportunity  of  {hewing,  was  generous  and  hu- 
mane, kind  and  compaflionate;  but  when    he  was  pro- 
voked he  fhewed  his  refentment,  and  made  his  enemies 
(n)  See  Note  feel  the  weight  of  it.     With  refpedl  to  religion  he  was 
C*>-  no  bigot  (n;;  and  yet,  exafpcrated  by  the  conduct   of 

the 

•  Turning  to  Thurloe,  I  find  the   following  eftlmate  of  the  charge 

•f  a  year,  ending  thc  firft  of  November  1657.     This  eftimatc  is  fonfie- 

^     j^  thing 
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epifcopal  clergy  was  very  cruel,  as  it  depriv- 
ed 

the  cavaliers,  who  had  fo  fooljflily  rifen  againft  him 
under  IVayJiaff^  Pemuddcck,  and  Grove  in  the  weft,  he 
treated  the  cJergy  of  that  party  very  rigoroufly.  In  a 
declaration  bearing  date,  OJ/o^.t  4,  1655,  we  find  the 
following  prohibitions.     *  His  highnefs,  by  the  advice  of 

*  his  council,  doth  publiOi,  declare  and  order,  that  no 
'  perfon  or  perfons  aforefaid  [whofe  eftates  had  been  fe- 

*  queftered  for  delinquency,  or   who  had  been  in  arms 

*  againft  the  parliament]  do,  from  and  after  the  firft  day 

*  oi  January  1655,  keep  in  their  houfes  and  families, 
'  as  chaplains  or  fchool-mafters,  for  the  education  of 

*  their  children,  any  fequeftered  or  ejeded  minifter,  fel- 
'  low  of  any  college,  or  fchool-mafter,  nor  permit  any 

*  of  their  children  to  be  taught  by  fuch,  upon  pain   of 

*  being  proceeded  againft  in  fuch  fort,  as  the   faid  or- 

*  ders  do  direct  in  fuch  cafes.     And  that  no  perfon  who 

*  hath  been  fequeftered  or  ejedied  out  of  any  benefice, 

*  colJege  or   fchool  for  delinquency  or  fcandal,  fhall, 

*  from    and  after  the  firft  day   of  January^  keep  any 

*  fchool,  either  public  or  private,  nor  any  perfon  who 
'  after  that  time  (hall  be  ejedled  for  the  caufcs  aforefaid, 

thing  beyond  what  I  have  given  from  the  proteflor's  fpeech  j  but  as  it 
has  the  air  of  exaancfs  it  poflibly  may  deferve  the  attention  of  the  public. 


The  charge  at  fea  ...  S9+,';oo 

The  charge  of  the  army  in  the  three  kingdom*         -      1,732^89 
The  government  .  -  -  zoo.coo 


/.  i.  d. 

4 


Sum  is         -  2,2^6,989    Q    Q 

The  prefent  Revenue, 

/.  i.  d. 

The  afleflmentmEnglard,  Scotland  and  Ireland  1,464,000  4    o 

The  cxcife  and  cuftoms,  eftimated  at         -  -  700,000  o     o 

The  other  revenue  payable  into  the  receipt,  cftimated  at    igS.coo  o     o 

Sum  is  -  4,364,000    4    o 

N.  B.  Cromwell  had  only  400,000!.  from  his  par- 
liament towards  the  war  with  Spain.  SeeThur- 
loe,  Voi.  iv.  p.   596. 

Ff  3t  <  And 
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ed  them  ia  a  good  meafure  of  their  mainte- 


nance 


?  And  that  no  perfon,  who  for  delinquency  or  fcan- 
f  dal,  hath  been  fequeftered  or  cjedte-i,  {hall  from  and 

*  after  the  firft  day  o^  "January  aforefaid,  preach  in  any 
S  public  place,  or  at  any  private  meeting  of  any  other 
'  perfons  than  thofe  of  his  own  family,  nor  fhall  ad- 
S  minifter  baptifm  or  the  Lords  Supper,  or  marry  any 
f  perfons,  or  ufe  the  book  of  Common-Prayer,  or  the 
'  forms  of  prayer  therein  contained,  upon  pain  that 
'  every  perfon  fo  offending  in  any  of  the  premifes,  (hall 
'  be  proceeded  againft,  as  by  the  faid  orders  is  provided 
f  and  directed.     And  to  the  end   all    perfons  concerned 

*  may  take  notice  hereof,  and  avoid  the  danger  of  any 

*  of  the  faid  penalties,  his  highnefs  doth  charge  and 
'  command  all  fheriff's  within  their  refpeclive  counties, 

*  cities  and  towns,  to  caufe  this  declaration  to  be  pro- 

*  claimed    and   publiflied.      Neverthelefs    his    highnefs 

*  doth  declare,  that,  towards  fuch  of  the  faid  perfons, 
f  as  have  fince  their  ejedlion  or  fequeflration  given,  or 

*  (hall  hereafter  give,  a  real  teftimony  of  their  godlinefs 
■  and  good  afPeition  to  the  prefent  government,  fo  much 

(0  Harit:aa  *  tendemefs  (hall  be  ufed,  as  may  confift  with  the  fafety 

AiifceUany,  «  and.  good  of  the   nation   (5).' It  would  be  ufelefs 

»4q/  Mer-  *o  fpend  words  in  expofing  the  cruelty  of  this  declara-: 
c'lrius  Poll-  tion.  Perfecution  is  written  on  the  face  of  it,  nor  is  it 
ncns.  No.  capable  of  a  vindication.  We  are  told  that  fome  of  the 
*^^^^*  moft  confiderable  epifcopal  clergy,  on  the  iffuing  forth 
pf  this  decree,  appljed  to  archbifhop  VJher^  tp  ufe  his 
interefl  with  the  Protector,  '  That  as  he  grantei^  liberty 

*  of  confciencc  to  almoft  all  forts  of  religiea^,  fo  the 

*  epifcopal  divines  might  have  the  fame  freedom  of  ferv- 
.'  ing   God  in  their    private   congregations,  (fince  they 

*  were  not  permitted  the  public  churches)  according  to 

*  the  liturgy  of  the  ^\xxz)\  oi  England  \  and  that  nei- 
'  ther  the  minifters,  nor  thofe  that  frequented  that  fer- 
'  vice,  might  be  any  more  hindered  or  difturbed  by  his 

*  foldiers.  So  according  to  their  defires,  continues  Dr. 
'  Parr,  he  went  and  ufed  his  utmoft  endeavours  with 

'  Crom- 
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nance,    and   of  their  liberty   of  worfhiplng 
God  according  as  appeared  beft  to  their  own 

under- 

Cromwell,  for  the  taking  off  this  rcftraint,  which  wa# 
at  laft  promifed,  (though  with  fome  difficulty)  that 
they  fhould  not  be  moiefted,  provided  they  medled 
not  with  any  matters  relating  to  his  government :  but 
when  the  lord  primate  went  to  him  a  fecond  time,  to 

get  this  promife  ratified,  and  put  into  writing, 

Cromwill  znCwered  him  to  this  efFefl,  that  he  had  fines 
better  confidered  it,  having  advifed  whith  his  council 
about  it,  and  that  they  thought  it  not  fafe  for  him  to 
grant  liberty  of  confcience  to  thofe  fort  of  men,  who 
are  reftiefs  and  implacable  enemies  to  him  and  his  go- 
vernment; and  fo  took  his  leave  of  him,  though  with 
good  words,  and  outward  civility:  the  lord  primate 
feeing  it  was  in  vain  to  urge  it  any  farther,  faid  little 
more  to  him,  but  returned  to  his  lodgings  very  much 
troubled,  and  concerned  that  his  endeavours  had  met 
with  no  better  fuccefs ;  when  he  was  in  his  chamber, 
he  faid  to  fome  of  his  relations  and  myfelf,  that  came 
to  fee  him.  This  falfe  man  hath  broken  his  word  with 
me,  and  refufes  to  perform  what  he  promifed  ;  well, 
he  will  have  little  caufe  to  glory  in  his  wickednefs, 
for  he  will  not  continue  long;  the  King  will  return; 
though  I  (hall  not  live  to  fee  it,  you  may;  the  go- 
vernment both  in  church  and  flate  is  in  confufion, 
the  papifts  are  advancing  their  projedts,  and  making  (P)  Life  of 
fuch  advantages  as  will  hardly  be  prevented  (/>).'  '  ^* 
This  truly  venerable  primate  had  reafon  to  be  out  of 
humour.  For  whatever  might  have  been  the  pradices 
of  many  of  the  epifcopal  clergy,  'tis  certain  there  were 
amongft  them  wife,  pious,  leamed,  and  peaceable  men, 
who  merited  a  very  different  treatment  from  this  which 
was  given  them  by  Oliver.  Not  to  take  notice  that  it 
is  a  very  barbarous  thing  to  prohibit  men  the  ufe  of 
thofe  forms  of  addrefs  to  the  Deity,  which  they  ima- 
gine are  moft  honourable  and  acceptable  to  him. 

However,  in  juftice   to  the  Prote<5tor,  it  muft  be  faid, 
F  f  4  that 
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underftandings.      The   cavaliers    had    hard 
mearure  from  him,  as  they  were  (sss)  with^ 

out 


(?)  See 


that  notwithftanding  this  declaration,  he  winked  at,  or 
Walicers  permitted  fome  worthy  epifcopalians  to  officiate  in  the 
Suffering's    public  places  of  worfhip,  nor  do  we  find  that  they  fuf- 

ofthcCler-  f^j.^^  gj^y  inconveniences  on  account  of  it.     The  books 

gy,  part  ii.  ^       ,  •  -^ 

p.  23, 24.     referred  to  in  the  margin  will  be  deemed  full  authority 

a6. 69.  Foi.  by  thofe   acquainted    with  the   charaifler  of  their   au- 

NelfoV'J^'^'  ^^°^^  (?)•     So  that   fome  tendernefs  was  ufed   towards 

Life  of        fiich  as   were  not  of  obnoxious  charaflers,  though  i| 

Biftiop  Bull,  cannot  be  doubted  but  many  innocent  and  worthy    men 

8vo  L  ^d'     '""^  ^^^^  received  very  hard  meafure. 

Iyi«.     '         (sss)  The  cavaliers  had  hard  meafure  from  him,  being 

fuhje£ied  to  heavy   taxes,  &c.}      Cromwell,    though    an 

enemy,  had  fhewn  favour  to  the  cavaliers  in  a  vatiety 

of  inftances,  and  zealoufly   promoted    the  adl  of  obli? 

*■  vion   whereby   they    obtained    many    folid   advantages. 

But  they  could   not  be  quiet.     They  were  continually 

plotting   bow  to  bring  in  the  young  King,  and  reftore 

him  to  what  they  called   his  right.     For  in    the  eyes  of 

thefe  men  nations  and  kingdoms  were  patrimonial  eftates, 

and    as   fuch  were  to   pafs  from  father  to  fon,  without 

afking  the  confent  of  thofe  who  conftituted   them. 

What  made  them  more  forward  was  the  difcontent 
which  had  arifen  among  their  adverfaries,  on  Cromitellh 
feizing  the  government,  and  exercifing  the  fuprean:^ 
rule.  For  many  zealous  republicans  now  turned  againf^ 
him,  and  even  joined  with  their  fworn  foes,  to  com- 
pleat  his  deftruflion.  So  blind  is  revenge  !  Among 
(r;  See  Not?  thefe  were  Overton  and  IP'ildman,  men  of  parts  and  in- 
(zzz;.  tereft  in  the  army  (?).  Bqt  nothing  was  concealed  from 
the  eye  of  Cromwell.  He  feized  many  of  the  confpira,- 
tors,  and  difappointed  their  intended  iufurredlions. 
Grov£  and  Penrudduck  appeared  however  in  the  weft, 
and  with  a  fmall  body  of  men,  carried  off  the  judges 
on  the  circuit  at  Salijbury,  but  being  purfued,  wer« 
taken,  and  executed  at  Exeter.  Had  Cromwell  itopt 
here,   had  he  only  punifhed   fych  as  had   appeared  in 

arrps. 
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out  exception,    almoft,  rendered  fubjecSl  to 

heavy 

?rms,  or  truly  engaged  in  the  plot  againft  him,  there 
had  been  no  blame.  Men  who  will  venture  on  fuch 
exploits,  muft  take  the  confequences ;  nor  is  a  govern- 
ment to  be  blamed  for  making  them  examples.  But 
provoked,  Cromwell  went  much  farther.  He  punifhed 
the  whole  body  of  cavaliers,  and  made  little  diftinflion 
between  them.  An  order  was  made  that  '•  all  thofe  who 
had  ever  borne  arms  for  the  King,  or  declared  them- 
felves  to  be  of  the  royal  party,  Ihould  be  decimated, 
tlidtis,  pay  a  tenth  part  of  all  that  eflate  which  they 
had  left,  to  fupport  the  charge  which  the  common- 
wealth was  put  to,  by  the  unquietnefs  of  their  tem- 
pers and  the  juft  caufeof  jealoufy  which  they  had  ad- 

miniftered.'* By  another  declaration,  '  they  were 

rendered  incapable  to  be  elected,  or  give  their  vote  in 
the  election  of  any  perfon  or  perfons  to  any  office  or 
place  of  truft  or  government,  within   the  common- 
wealth J  or  to  hold  or  execute  by  themfelves  or  depu-  (j)s«eCl*. 
ties,  any  fuch  office  or  place  till  his  highnefs's  com-  rendon,  vol. 
*  mand  was  farther  known  (s).'     And  a  great  number  of  i'V  ^'  ^^^ 
perfons   of  quality   were   clapt   up   in   pnlon,    agamft  poUtiojs, 
whom  little  more  was  to  be  alledged  than  that  they  had  No.  276. 
been  of  the    royal    party.     This  treatment    could    not  P"  5^39* 
but  be  deemed  by  many,  hard,  and  unjuft.     But  Crom- 
well and  his   council    undertook    to  vindicate  it,  in  a 
declaration,  publiftied  Oiiober  31,  1655,  wherein,  af- 
ter taking   notice   of  the  events   of  the  late  war ;  the 
pun£tual  performance  of  the  articles  granted   to   the  ca- 
valiers ;  and  the  a<5l   of  grace  and  oblivion  granted   to 
them,  in  order  to  heal  and  cement,  and  take  away  all 
feeds  of  difference  and  reparation  :  I  fay,  after  taking  no- 
tice of  thefe  things,  the  declaration  goes  on  to  obferve, 
<  That  there  can  be  no  other  conftru(Slion  made  of  the 

*  actings  of  that  party,  to  the  difturbance  of  the  pub- 

*  lick  peace,  and  to  the  fubverfion  of  the  government, 
f  but  that  they  are  implacable  in  their  malice  and  re- 
f  venge,  and  never  to  be  drawn  from  their  adhering  to 

*  that 


442  T  H  E    L  I  F  E     O  F 

heavy  taxes  and  other  inconveniences,  upon 

ac- 


*  that  curfed  intereft,  which  hath  been  the  fhedding  of 
'  fo  much  innocent  blood,    and  almoft   the  ruin  and 

<  deftrudion  of  thefe  lands.' As  to  the  act  of  obli- 
vion,   againft   which   thefe  proceedings  were  deemed 

contrary,  it  was   anfwered, *  That  the  parliament, 

'  by  that  z&,  intended  not  only  an  oblivion  of  the  of- 

*  fences  of  the  party,  [the  cavaliers]  but  that  this  kind- 

*  nefs  fhould  be  anfwered  with  obedience  on  their  part, 
'  and  produce  a  real  change  in  their  principles  and  in- 

*  tereft,  as  to  the  common  caufe  this  great  conteft  had 

*  been  about,  for  otherwife  this  z&  cannot  be  confidered 

*  as  obligatory  to  thofe  who  gave  it :  and  in  this  cafe 

*  forbearance  from   outward   action   will  not  avail,  to 

*  intitle  to  the  benefit  of  the  pardon,  if  yet  there  be 
'  malice  and  revenge  in  the  heart,  and   fuch   a  leaning 

*  and  adhering  to  the  olc^intereft,  that  nothing  is  want- 
'  ing  in  the  difcovery  thereof,  but  a  fitting  opportuni'y  ; 
'  for  as  fuch  men  cannot  in  juftice  and  ingenuity,  claim 

*  the  benefit  of  an  z6i  of  favour  from  the  fupream  ma- 

*  giftrate,  to  whom  they  themfelves  be  enemies,  fo  nei- 

*  ther  is  that  magiftrate  bound  in  juftice  before  God  or 

*  men  to  give  it  to  them,  if  he  hath  reafon  to  believe 

*  from  the  courfe  of  their  converfations  that   they  are 

*  fuch,  and   that  their   intentions  towards  the  govern- 

*  ment,  under  which  they  live,  are  the  fame  as  when 

*  they  were  in  open  arms  againft  it,  and  is  at  liberty  to 

*  carry   himfelf  towards  them,  as  if  no  fuch  a<Sl  had 

*  been.     Nay,  he  may  proceed  againft  them  with  greater 

*  feverity,  inafmuch  as  he  hath  ufed   the  laft  means  to 

*  reclaim  them  without  fruit,  and  knows  by  experience, 
'  that  nothing  but   the  fword  will  reftrain  them  from 

*  blood  and  violence.  Then  if  this  be  the  cafe  between 
'  us  and  the  late  King's  party,  to  wit,  that  they  have 

*  notorioufly  manifefted  it  to  the  confciences  of  all  men, 
'  that  they  do  not  only  retain  their  old  principles  and 

<  fiill  adhere  to  their  former  intereft,  in  dire<Sl  oppofi- 

<  tion  to  the  government  eftablifhed,  but  have  been  ali 

*  along 
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account  of  the  raflmefs  and  imprudence  of 

fome 


*  along  hatching  new  difturbances,  and  endeavouring  as 
'  well  by  fecret  and  bloody  aflaflinations,  as  by  open 
'  force  to  introduce   the  one,  and  overthrow  and  fub- 

*  vert  the  other  ;  it  will  not  be    thought  ftrange  upon 

*  any  account  whatfoever,  that   we  did  lately  fecure  fo 

*  many  of  the  men  of  that  inrereft,  although  they  were 
'  not  vifibly  in   arms  upon  the  late   infurreition  ;  nor 

*  that  we  have  laid  a  burden  upon  fome  of  their  eftates, 
^  beyond  what  is  impofed  upon  the  reft  of  the  nation, 
^  towards  the  defraying  of  that  charge  which  they  are 

'  the  occafion   of,  with  fome  other  things  which  we  , .  „   , 

*  have  found  neceflary  in  this  time  of  danger  to  diredl  tion,  p,  u. 

*  concerning  them,  for  the  peace  and  fafety  of  the  4^0-  Pi^'n- 
«  whole  (t).'  After  this  follows  a  clear  and  diftind  \^^  '* '^""- 
narrative  of  the  plot,  lupported  by  luch  evidence  as  ap-  ry  Hills  aai 

peared  to  the  government  convincing. But  what  John  Fidd, 

was  all  this  to  the  innocent? Yes,  proceeds  the  de-  f-^u-^'^u ^'^r 

claration,  *  Admit  that  lome  ot  that  party  were  as  in-  the  Lord 

'  nocent,  as  they  would  now  have  it  believed  they  were,  Piotcaor, 
^  enough  hath  been  done  by  their  fellows  in  a  common  *  ^^' 

*  caufe  (which  hardly  any  of  them  know  how  to  dif- 

*  own,  which   they  luve,  and  of  which  they  glory)  to 

*  draw  the  whole  party  under  a  juft  fufpicion,  and  the 

*  confequences  thereof:  all  that  are  peaceably  minded 
'  in  the  nation  are  ready  to  fay,  thefe  arc  the  men  of 
'  whom  we  go  in  danger,  and  certainly  it  is  both  juft 

*  and  neceflary,  that  all  thofe  of  whom  the  people  have 

*  reafon  to  be  afraid  (not  only  as  their  profeft  enemies, 

'  but  alfo  numerous)  fhoulJ  pay  for  fecuring  the  ftate  («)  id.p, 
^  againfl:  that  danger  which  they  are  the  authors  of  («).*  36. 

'    1  hat  chara^er  of  difference  between  them  and 

'  the  reft  of  the  people,  which  is  now  put  upon  them, 

*  is  occafioned  by  themfelves,  not  by  us ;  there  is  no- 

*  thing  they  have  more  induftrioufly  laboured  in  than 
f  this,  to  keep  themfelves  feparated,  and  diftinguiftied 
'  from  the  well-aft'e6led  of  this  nation :  to  which  end 
f  they  have  kept  their  converfation  9p.art,  as  if  they 

*  would 
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fome  of  their  party.     Nor  muft  it  be  for- 
gotten 

'  would  rftoid  the  very  beginnings  of  union,  have  bred 

*  and   educated   their   children    by  the   fequeftred  and 

•  ejefted  clergy,  and  \'ery   much  confined  their  mar- 

•  riages  and  alliances  within  their  own  party,  as  If  ihey 

•  meant  to  entail   their  quarrel,  and  prevent  the  means 

•  to  reconcile  pofterity;    which,  with    the  great   pains 

*  they  take  upon  all  occafions  to  leflen,  and  fupprefs  the 

*  cfteem  and  honour  of  the  Englijh  nation,  in  all  their 

*  adions  and  undertakings  abroad,  ftriving  withal    to 

•  make  other  nations  diitinguifli  their  intereft  from  it, 

•  gives  us  ground  to  judge  that  they  have  feparated 
'  themfelves  from  the  body  of  the  nation  ;  and  there- 
'  fore  we  leave  it  to  all  mankind  to  judge,  whether  we 
'  ought  not  to  be  timely  jealous  of  that  fcparation,  and 

*  to  proceed  fo  againft  them,  as  they  may  be  at  the 
(x)DecTa-  '  charge  of  thofe  remedies  which  are  required  againft 
ladon,  &c.  «  the  dangers  they  have  bred  (jt).'  Such  are  the  prin- 
P-  3**         ciples  on  wl\|ch  this  rigour  was  juftified  !  Principles  un- 

juft  and  tyrannous,  and  fit  to  fupport  the  moft  arbitrary 
and  deftruftive  meafures !  And  accordingly  they  have 
been  made  ufe  of  by  U  EJirang4  profefiedly,  to  infti- 
gate  the  magiftrate  to  crufh  the  party  that  oppofed  him. 
*  That  which  is  fawce  to  a  goofe,  fays  he,  is  fa  wee 

*  to  a  gander.  They  that  thought  this  proceeding  law- 
^ i    vv'  '  ful  and   reafonable,  from  Cromwell  to  the  cavaliers, 

vator,  NO.  '  ' 

367.  *  Will  certainly  never  think  it  hard  in  return,  from  a 

(^^  Seethe  t  rightful  princc  to  a  band  of  traytors  (>').'     It  were  to 

layin~"an°  ^^'"^  \i^tx\  wjflied,  fome  have  thought,  that  no  fuch 

cztiaordina-  principles  had  been  a<Sted  on  in  a  much   more  modern 

xy  Tax  on  period,  by  men  who  profefled  and  gloried,  in  words  at 

oAhe  Pa-  ieaft,    .in  afferting  the  caufe  of  liberty  (z).     It  is  faid 

pifts,  in  this  declaration  was  drawn  up  by  the  lord  commiffioner 

Torbuck's  fignnet^  once  governor  of  Briflol^  for  the  furrcnder  of 

tary  De-  wbich  he   was  fenienced  to  death  by  a  court-martial, 

l>ates,  vol.  but  pardoned  by  the  kindnefs  or  the  Earl  of  EJfexy  then 

•wii.  p.  iSc.  i^jfj  general  for  the  parliament     Lord  Clarendon  tells  us, 

'i7Ar  *  That  wh«n  this  declaration  was  kr\X.  to  Cohgne^  the 

'*  *  -                               '                                          '  King 
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gotten  here  to  mention  his  inftitution  of  ma- 

jor- 

*  King  caufed  an   anfwer  to  be  made  to  it  upon  the 

*  grounds   that  were  laid  down  in  it  j  and  as  if  it  was 

*  made  by  one  who  had  been  always  of  the  parliament 
'  fide,  and  who  was  well  pleafed  to  fee  the  cavaliers 
'  reduced  to  that  extremity  j  but  with  fuch  refledlions 
'  upon  the  tyranny  that  was  exercifed   over  the  king- 

*  dom,  and  upon  the  foulnefs  of  the  breach  of  truft  the 
'  Proteftor  was  guilty  of,  that  it  obliged  all  the  nation 

*  to  look  upon  him  as  a  deteftable  enemy,  who  was  to  (a)  Vol.  vi. 
'  be  removed  by  any  way  that  offered  itrelf(ia).'     TheP'S7»« 
writer  of  this,  it  feems,  was  his  lordfhip  himfelf,  virho  has 

alfo   afTumed  the  merit,  fuch  as  it   is,  of  moft  of  the 
anfwers  to  the  parliament's  declarations  before  the  war,  ^^i's  L^ifc' 
which  have  been  generally  given  to  Charles  himfelf  {^).  vol.  i.  p. 
The  *"  letter  from  a   true  and  lawful  member  of  par lia-'^^'!"^^^' 
rnenti  and  one  faithfully  engaged  with  it  from  the  begin-  ""* 
fling  of  the  war  to  the  end,    I  believe  is  the  anfwer  in- 
tended ;  it  exadlly  fuiting  the  defcription  given  by  his 
lordfliip,  and  (hould  therefore  be  added  to  the  lift  of  his 
writings.     Sir  Peter  Pett^  I  know,  in  his  *  Future  hap-     * 
py  flate  ^England,'    fays    it  was    attributed    to  Lcrd 
Holies ;  though  I  cannot  find  it  mentioned  by  any  wri- 
ter among  his  works.     I  will  conclude  this  note  with  a 
fpecimen  of  the  anfwer  to  this  declaration  contained  in 
the  above  letter,  that  it  may  appear  how  deeply  Crom- 
well's   proceeding  was   refented    by  the    royal     party. 

*  You  have,  fays  tiie  writer,  cancelled  all  obligations  of 

*  truft,  and  taken  away  all  poflible  confidence  from  all 

*  men  that  they  can  ever  enjoy  any  thing  that  they  can 

*  call  their  own  during  this  government;  and  having  fo 
«  little  pleafure  left   them  in   life,  they    will  prefer  the 

*  lofing  it  in  fome  noble  attempt  to  free  their  country 

*  and  themfelves  from  the  bondage  and  fervitude  they 

*  live  under,  to   the  dying  ignobly  in  fome  loathfome 

'  prifon,  when  you  pleafe  to  be  afraid  of  them 

'  When  the  defpair  you  have  put  them  into  (hall  make 

*  them  confider,  that  as  the  mifery,  calamity,  fervitude 

'  and 
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jor-generals  (ttt),  who  in  a  variety  of  in*- 

flances 


*  and   infamy  under  which    the  three  kingdoms  fuffer^ 
'  proceed  entirely  from  you,  fo,  that  they  will  be  do- 

*  termined  by  you.     That   the  general   hatred  and  de- 

*  teftation  of  you  is  fuch,  that  it  is  very  probable  that 

*  thofe  noble   patriots,  whofe  fpirits  fhall  be  raifed  to 

*  deftroy  you,  fhall    not  only  reap  unutterable   honour 

*  from  it,  but  find  fafety  in  it,  either  from  the  confu- 
.*  fion  that  muft  inftantly  attend,  or  from  the  abhorring 

*  your  memories  to  thofe  that  fhall  furvive  you.     If  they 

*  fhall  perifh  in  or  upon  their  attempt,  what  a  glorieus 

*  fame  will  they  leave   behind  them?     What  a  fweet 

*  odour  will  their  memories   have  with  the  prefent  and 

*  fucceeding  ages  ?     Statues   will   be  erected  to   them, 

*  and  their  names   recorded   in  thofe  roles,  which  have 
'  preferved  the  Brutiy  the    J-/oiatii,  the  Fabii,  and  all 

*  thofe  who  have  died  out  of  debt  to  their  country,  by 

*  having  paid  the  utmolt  that  they  owed  it ;    their  me- 
'  rits  will  be  jemembred,  as  thofe  of  the  primitive  mar- 

*  tyrs,  and  their  children  and  kindred  will  be  always 
(A  Letter  *  looked  upon  as  the  defcendants  from  the  liberators  of 
iTomatrue  *  their  Country,  and  efleemed  accordingly;  their  fate 
and  hvvtul^  «  vviU  be  like  his  in  the  fon  oi  Sirach,  If  he  die,  he: 
D  T  "?,   *  fhall  leave  a  greater  name  than  a  thogfand  :  and  if  he  > 

Parliament,  ,       /i     n  •  r    ■     i    \  > 

p.  6^,  63.     *  live,  he  Ihall  jncreale  it  {c). 

(ttt)  Major- generali  who  lorded  It  over,  and  op^ 
P^ejfed  the  country.']  At  the  fame  tirre  that  Crcmweil  had 
determined  to  decimate  the  cavaliers,  he  projected  a  di- 
vlfion  of  the  kingdcm  into  feveral  diftri£ls,  over  which 
he  placed  officers  of  truft  and  confidence,  who  were  to 
infpet^  into  the  conduct  of  the  inhabitants,  and  treat 
them  according  to  orders  received  from  the  Protestor. 
The  number  of  thefe  men  were  eleven,  diflinguifhed 
by  the  title  of  major-generals,  who  prefided  over  the 
counties  oi  England,  in  the  manner  following. 

Kent  and  Surry .^  Colonel  Kelsey. 

Sujfex^  Havipjhirfy  Berkjhire^  Colonel  Goffe. 
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ftances    lorded   it   over  and    oppreffed   the 

country. 

GUuceJler^  Wilts,  Dorfet^  Somerfet,  Devon,  Cornwall^ 
General  Disborowe. 

Ox  on,  Bucks  ^  Hertford,  Cambridge  ^  ifle  of  Ely,  Effex, 
Norfolk,  Suffolk,  Lord  Deputy  Fleetwood. 

London,  Major-General  Skippon. 

Lincoln^  Nottingham,  Derby,  Warwick,  Leicefier,  Com- 
itiifTary-General  Whalley. 

Northampton,  Bedford,  Rutland,  Huntington,  Major 
Butler. 

Worcejler,    Hertford,    Salop,    North  TValesy    Colonel 

Berry.  f<nMcrea- 

Che/hire,  Lancajhir«^  Staffordjhirey  Colonel  WoRSLEY.  rms  Politi- 
Yorkjhire,  Durham^    Cumberland,  IVeflmorland, .  Nor-  cus  No. 

thumberlandy  Lord  Lambert.  281.^  p. 

Wefiminfler,  Middlefex,  the  Lieutenant  of  the  Tower,  t huri«e. 

Colonel  Barkstead  id).  vd.iv.p, 

117. 

The  commiflion  given  to  Dijhorowe  is  preferved  in 
Thurloe's  colledtions.  As  it  may  be  acceptable  to  fome 
readers,   I    will   here  infert  it. *  Oliver  Lord  Pro- 

*  tecior  of  the  commonwealth  of  £'«^/<7«^,  Scotland  znA 

*  Ireland,  and   the  dominions  thereunto  belonging,  to 

*  our  right  trufty  and  well  beloved  major-general  fohn 
'  Difbrtnve,   greeting.      We  repofing  fpecial  truft  and 

*  confidence  in  your  fidelity,  difcretion,  courage,  expe- 
'  rience,  and  condudl  in  military  affairs,  do  hereby  con- 

*  ftitute  and  appoint  you  the   laid   major-general  Dif- 

*  hrowe  to  be   major-general   of  all  the  militia  forces 

*  raifed  and  to  be  raifed  within  the  counties  of  Cornwall, 

*  Devon,     Somerfeit,    Dorfett,    Wilts     and     Gloucejier ; 

*  which  faid  forces  you  are  by  virtue  of  this  commiffion 

*  to  receive  into  your  charge  as  major  general,  and  the 

*  fame  to  train  and  exercife  in  arms,  and  to  command, 
'  lead,  and  conduft  for  the  fervice  of  us  and  the  com- 

*  monwealth,  keeping  them   in   good  order  and  difci- 

*  pline.     And  all  officers  and  foldiers  of  the  faid  forces 

*  are  hereby  required  to  obey  you  as  their  major-general 

'  »  for 
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country. But  there  was  yet  farther  rea- 

fon 


(4  Thnrloe, 
Tol.  iii.  p. 
48«. 


(/■)  Mercu- 
nos  Politi' 
cus,  Noi  , 

5851. 


(f)  Id.  No. 
*S8.  p. 

58*9. 


for  the  faid  fervice.  And  you  are  to  obferve  and  fol- 
low fuch  dirediions  as  you  (hall  from  time  to  timfi 
receive  from  ourfeif.  Given  at  Whitehall  the  28th 
day  oi  May,  1655.  Signed  Oliver  P.  (^)' 
Part  of  the  inftrudlions  to  the  major-generals  were^ 
To  endeavou*  to  fupprefs  all  tumults,  infurredtions^ 
rebellion  or  other  unlawful  aflemblies  which  fhall  be 
in  the  faid  counties;  to  difarm  all  papifts,  and  fuch 
as  have  been  in  arms  againft  the  parliament,  and  all 
others  who  are  dangerous  to  the  peace  of  the  nation  ; 
to  apprehend  thieves  and  robbers»  and  profecute  them 
according  to  law;  to  have  a  ftrict  eye  upon  the  con- 
verfation  and  carriage  of  all  difaffedted  perfons  within 
the  feveral  counties ;  to  permit  no  horfe-races,  cock- 
fightings,  bear  or  ftage-playsj  to  compel  the  idle  to 
labour,  and  provide  employment  and  maintenance  fof 
the  poor  and  impotent.  To  thefe  were  added  orders 
to  encourage  godiknefs  and  virtue  in  their  conftant  car- 
riage and  conversation,  and  to  difcourage  their  contra- 
ries; as  well  as  to  take  an  exa(5t  account  of  what  pro- 
ceedings had  been  upon  the  ordinance  for  ejedling  of 
ignorant,  infufficient  and  fcandalous  minifters  and 
fchoolmafters  {f).  Moreover,  all  perfons  who  ha4 
borne  arms  againft  the  parliament,*  or  that  lived  dif- 
foluiely,  or  without  a  calling,  or  at  a  high  rate,  hav- 
ing no  vifible  eftate  anfwerable  thereunto,  were  td 
give  bond  with  two  fureties  in  fuch  fums  as  the  major- 
generals  fliould  think  fit  (with  refpect  to  their  quali- 
ties) for  their  own  peaceable  demeanor;  for  revea  ing 
any  plots  or  confpiracies  that  came  to  their  knowledge  j 
and  for  their  perfonally  appearing  at  fuch  time  and 
place  as  the  major-general  or  his  deputy  fhould  ap-- 
point,  and  as  often  as  they  fhould  diredt ;  and  alfo 
that  they  fhould  not  change  their  places  of  abode  with- 
out giving  notice,  and  declaring  to  the  maj»r-general 
or  his  deputy  the  place  to  which  they  were  about  to 
rennipve  (f).*  It  is  very  evident  from  thefe  inftruc- 
4  tlona 
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fon  to  coijplain. He  made  ufe  of  pack'd 

juries 

tions  that  the  major-generals  had  the  country  very  much 
in  their  power :  and  it  appears  that  they  made  ufe  of  it 
in  the  manner  which  the  Proteflor  intended.  The  ca- 
valiers were  forced  to  dance  attendance ;  to  fubmit  to 
decimations ;  to  have  their  houfes  fearched,  and  their 
perfons  imprifoned.  But  nothing  can  convey  fj  good 
an  idea  of  their  a<Elions  as  their  own  accounts,  \yhich 
are  to  be  found  in  Thurloes  papers,  one  or  two  of  which 

I  will  infert. Major-general  IVorJley  in  a  letter  to 

fecretary  Thurke^  dated  Stafford,  December  8,  1655^ 
writes  as  follows  : — ■ — '  Yefterday  we  had  a  meeting 
at  this  town  ;  and  I  have  made  a  good  progrefs  in  our 
bufmefs.  We  have  aflefled  divers,  and  the  reft  muffc 
expeft  it  with  all  fpeed,  I  doubt  not  but  before  the 
five  and  twentyth  of  this  inftant.  I  hope  we  fhall 
pay  our  county  troope  out  of  what  we  have  done 
already,  and  provide  you  a  confiderable  fum  for  other 
ufes.  We  have  fent  out  warrants  to  give  notice  to 
the  whole  county,  and  our  day  of  meeting,  whea 
we  fliall  fit  upon  the  ordinance  for  ejediing  of  fcanda- 
lous  minifters.  We  have  difarmed  the  difafFecred  in 
this  county.  Wee  (hall  now  fall  of  fnapping  fome  of 
our  old  blades,  that  will  not  let  us  be  quiet.  There 
is  fo  few  in  that  ordinance  for  fcandal,  that  they  have 
much  adoe  both  here  and  in  other  countries  to  get  a 
coram.  I  c'^mmend  that  to  you  from  the  commif- 
fioners  upon  their  defire  ;  and  alfoe  in  their  name  to 
believe,  that  what  is  in  their  power  fhall  not  be  want- 
ing to  efFe(5t  what  they  have  received  from  his  high- 

nefs  and   council. P.  S.  Wee   underftand  that 

Mr.  Halfoe  is  taken  at  London  :  if  foe,  he  may,  I  be- 
lieve, difcover  divers  of  our  LancaJJiire  and  Che/hire 
gentlemen.  Wee  have  foimd  an  eftate  of  Penridock^ 
that  was  executed,  and  have  ordered  it  to  be  fequef- 
tered  ;  for  I  have  taken  orders  for  the  takeing  of  fecu- 
rity  for  all  difaffeited  perfons  in  that  country.  \  hope 
(hortly  to  give  you  a  good  account  of  the  reft  of  the 
G  g  '  countyea 
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juries    on   fome    occafions,    and  ^^difplaced 
s;;ii;i(^  judges 

*  counfyes  {h)*—D't/browe,  another  of  thefe gentlemen, 
(i)  Thur-  pyrites  as  follows  to  the  proteflor,  in  a  letter,  dated  Saruniy 
p.  300.        Dec.  18,  1655. — '  I  have  received  your  letter,  in  refe- 

*  rence  to  the  lord  Seymour,  and  have  perufed  his 
'  to  your  highnefs ;  wherein  I   find  no  more  than  any 

*  Cavalier  in  the  weft  of  England  {hall  pretend  for  him- 

*  felf.     I  muft   confefs   I   fhould   be    glad    of  a    real 

*  change;  but  I  humbly  conceive,  without  fome  publicque 

*  declaration  to  the  world  by  him  of  the  alteration  of 
^  his  fpirit  and  principle?,  and  of  his  real  engagement 
'  to  the  prefent  government,  it  will  but  open  a  door, 

*  and  give  occafion  to  the  enemy  to  cry  cut  of  our  par- 

*  tiality;  efpecially  if  favour  and  refpeft  Ihall  be  (hewn 

*  to  him,  and  dented  to  others,  that  will  doe  as  much, 
^  if  not  more,  than  he  hath  done.     If  his  fpirit  be  fuch 

*  as  he  can  cordially  clofe  with  the  people  of  God,  (as 

*  capt.  Biergefs  feems  to  hold  forth)  he  will  not  be  a- 

*  Qiamed  to  difbwn  that  intereft,  wherein  he  formerly 

*  engaged ;  and  for  fatisfaflion  of  friends  manifeft  his 
••integrity  to  the  publick.  However,  for  the  prefent, 
<^  the  commiflioners  underftanding  your  highnefs's  plea- 
•*  fdre,  fcem  willing  to  let  him  alone,    untill  they  be 

*  afcertained,  whether  there  be  any  difference  betwixt 
^  bim   and  his  former  pra<5lices.     Ycfterday   we  pro- 

*  teeded  upon  taxing  7  or  8  of  this  county,  amongft 
*■  whom  was  Sir  'James  Thynn^  who  was  at  the  firft  a 

*  little  av'erfe,  and  did  plead  as  much  innocency  as  my 
'-lord  Seymour  hath  done ;  but,  at  laft,  having  no  re- 
*'fuge,  was  conftrained  to  comply ;  and  I  think  of  thofe 

*  8,  which  we  have  already  dealt  withall,  the  Turn  will 
••-amount  to  6  or  700  /.  per  annum.     There  are   four 

*  more  to  appear  this  morning ;  and  then  I  intend  for 
V  Blandford,  to  attend  the  Dorjetjhire  gentlemen,  and 
••  fo  to  Marlborough,  where  there  are  20  more  to  be 
•-  fummoned.  In  my  laft,  I  gave  Mr.  Secretary  a  lift 
*'Of  fiame  names  for  Cornwall,  Devon,  Somerfet  and 
*^'Dorfett^  to  be  fherifiVj  and  have  prefented  your  high- 
S'V^"-'  -  '  '  nefs 
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*  nefs  with  3  for  ffiltSy  the  two  former  being  df  the 

*  laft   parliament,    and   figning  the   recognition.     For 

'  Gloucefter  I  muft  crave  leave  till  I  come  upon   the,.,  -,,    ,  ,. 

*  place  (/). But  hnmg  the  Cavaliers  was  not  thcvol.  iv.  p* 

fole   bufinefs    of  the    ihajor-generals :    other  employ-  3*4* 
ment  they  had,    as  we   find    in  another  letter   from 
Disbrowe  to  the  protestor,  dated  WeVs^  Jan.  7,  1655. 

— — *  I  had  not  tyme  by  my  laft  to  give  your  highnefs 

*  an  account  of  all  my  proceeds,  therefore  (hall  take 

*  the  bold nefs  at  prefent  to  acquaint  youf  highnefle,  that 

*  at  Brijiol  intimation  was  given  me  bv  fome  honeft 

*  people,  that  fundry  of  the  aldermen  attd  juftices  were 

*  enemies  to    the    publique   intereft,    retayninge   theif 

*  old     malignant     principles,     difcountenancinge    the 

*  godly,     and     upholding    the    bofe     and    prophane! 

*  which   indeed   is   a   difeafe   predominatinge  in   moft 

*  corporations.     Now  I  judged  it  my  duty  to  declare 

*  againft  fuch,  wherefoever  I  find  them,  but  refolved  to 

*  do  it  with   as  little  noyfe  as  I  could  ;  and  in  order 

*  thereunto  I  made  my  repair  to  Mr.  Mayor,  and   ac- 

*  quainted    him,  that  fuch   of  his  bretherene  I  under- 

*  ftood  were  foe  and  foe;  and  defired  him  from  me  to 

*  advife  them  tacitly  to  refigne,  otherwife  I  (hould  be: 

*  neceflitated  to  make  them  piiblique  examples.  Where- 
'  upon  Mr.  Mayor  engaged  to  deale  faithfully  with 
'  them,  and,  as   [  underftand,  they  have  taken  my  ad- 

*  vice,  which  will  make  way  for  honefter  men.     There 

*  were  alfo  articles  of  delinquency  proved  againft  nine 

*  of  the   maglftrates  of  Tewkibury^  and  particularly  a- 

*  gainft  Hill  their  towne  clarke  :  I  have  alfo  difmified 

*  them,  and  four  of  the  common  councell  of  Glouajier^ 

«  for  adherino-e  to  the  Scotts  King's  intereft  (k).' One  ^^\^'^'.t' 

inftancc  more  of  the  behaviour  of  thefe  major-generals 
will  give  the  reader  a  tolerable  good  view  of  them.  It 
is  contained  in  a  letter  from  major-gfeneral  Haynes  to 
Thurloe,    dated   Bury,    Augujl   15,   1 655. — ■■ — *  I   am 

*  going  into  Norfolke  to  morrow,  where  we  (hall  make 

*  the  moft  ufe  of  it ;  [a  letter  from  his  highnefs]  and 
'  I  hope  it  will  quicken  them  in  their  endeavours  upon 

*  the  ele£tion-day  at  hand,  in  which  they  have  beerl  '■ 
'  much  difcouraged  by  the  potcncie  of  the  adverfe  par-* 

G  g  a  *  ty. 
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judges  for  rcfufing  (uuu)  to  follow  his  di- 

red:ions. 

.J,  *  ty%  Yett  all  the  ftrength  can  be  gott  is  endeavoured 
'  to  crowde  in  my  lord-deputy  [Fleetwood]  amongft 
'  them,  that  the  honeft  people  may  have  fome  one  in 
'  parliament  to  addrefs  themfelves  to.     I  am  doing  my 

*  moft  to  avoid   the  eledlion  of  John  Humbert  of  Nor- 

*  wuh,  and  Mr.  Pb.  IVocdhou/e,  againft  whom  you  have 
(l)  Thurl  e  '  ^on^^i^i"g  already  by  you  from  major  Harvy^  which 
Tol.  v!!V^'  '  *''s  hoped,  if  they  fliould  carry  it  here,  will  not  pafs 
311.           *  with  you  (/).' Thefe  proceedings  of  the  major- 
generals,  founded  on  no  law,  but  the  will  of  the  pro- 

.  tedor,  rendered   them  generally   odious,    and  raifed  a 

mighty  clamour  againft  them  in  the  kingdom.  A  par- 
liament being  called  they  were  fpoken  againft,  even  by 
court  dependants,  and  focn  afterwards  aboliflied  by 
Crofnwell,  as  unacceptable  and  burthenfome  to  the 
people.  From  henceforth  we  read  of  no  more  decima- 
tions. 

(uuu)  He  packed  juries  on  occafton,  and  difpbced  judges 
for  refufing  to  follow  his  dirt£iions,  ]  Here  are  my 
proofs. *  When  judge  Hale  was  on  a  circuit,  he 

*  underftood  that  the  protedor  had  ordered  a  jury  to 
'  be  returned  for  a  tryal  in  which  he  was  more  than 
,*  ordinarily  concerned  :  upon  this  information  he  ex- 

*  amined  the  (he  riff  about  it,  who  knew  nothing  of  it; 

*  for  he  faid  he  referred  ail  fuch  things  to  the  under- 

*  fberiff,  and  having  next  afked  the  under-flieriff  con- 
'  cerning  it,  he  found  the  jury  had  been    returned  by 

*  order  from  Cromwell y  upon  which  he  Ihewed  the  fta- 
«  tute  that  all  juries  ought  to  be  returned  by  the  fheriff 

*  or  his  lawful  officer  j  and  this  not  being  done  accord- 

*  ing  to  law,  he  difmifled  the  jury,  and  would  not  try 

*  the  caufe :  upon  which  the  protestor  was  highly  dif- 

*  pleafed  with  him,  and  at  his  return  from  the  circuit, 
'  he  told  him  in  anger,  he  was  not  fit  to  be  a  judge,  to 

im)  Hale's    *  which  all  the  anfwer  he  made  was,  That  it  was  very 
tefc,  P..43.  *  true  (;»).' 

That 
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redions.— He   committed    men   illegally 


to 


That  this  may  be  true  is  rendered  very  probable  by 
letters  to  Thurloe,  part  of  which  I  will  here  tranfcribe. 
The  firft  is  from  Mr.  Dove,  high-fherifF  of  Wilts,  dated 
Sarum,  March  29,  1655,  relating  to  the  intended  try- 

als   for  rebellion  againll   the  protestor. '  1  under- 

'  fland  a  commiflion  of  Oyer  and  Terminer  is  iflued  out 

*  for  tryall  of  the  rebels  in  the  weft  ;  and  ther  is  a  mif- 

*  truft  of  my  under- fherifFe.     Sir,  I  refolve,  that  noe 

*  one  man  (hall  be  returned  in  the  one  or  other  juries, 

*  but  fuch  as  may   be  confided   in,  and   of  the   honeft 

*  well  afFefled  party  to  his  highnefs,  and  the  prefent 

*  government.  Yf  there  be  but  enough  to  be  found  of 
'  them  through  the  whole  county  (which  I  hope  there 
'  is)  it  is  and  will  be  my  greateft  care  for  that  bufinefs 

'  to  fee    it  pundlually  done,  and  not  truft  my  under-  (»)  Tburfoe , 

'  (heriffe  therewith  («}.'     I  fuppofe  he  was  as  good  as^'''"'?* 

his  word,  for  both  the  juries  I  find  highly  commended  * 

by  the  follicitor,  and  other  of  his  highnefs's  agents,   in 

their  accounts  of  the  trials  of  the  unhappy  fufferers. — 

Colonel    Lilburne,    in  a  letter   to    the  fecretary,  dated 

Torke,  Jpril  10,    1655,  has  the  following  paflage,  on  a 

like  fubjedt,      *  As  for  jurors,  happily    the  law   may 

«  give   liberty  to  choofe  them  without  the  liberties  of 

'  this  city,  both  fadl  and  a6t  rifeing  in  the  county,  and 

<  then  we  (hall  doe  pretty  well :  but,  if  othervvife,  there 

*  (hall  be  no  diligence  or  care  wanting  to  pick  upp  fuch 

*  as  are  right  (<?).' Praitices  of  this   nature  could(o)W.  p» 

not  but  be  dangerous  to  the  fubjed. What  is  faid  3^°' 

in  the  text  concerning  Oliver's  difplacing  of  judges, 
is  founded  on  the  authority  of  JVhitlock.     *  Baron  Thorpe, 

*  and  judge  Newdigate,  fays  he,  were  put  out  of  their 

*  places,  for  not  obferving  the  protedor's  pleafure  in  all 

*  his  commands  (/)).'     I  know  not,  whether  I  ought  to.  .  j^jg^o- 
infert  under  this  head  the  difplacing  pyintlock  and  //^V/- "(ais,  p.eas* 
drington,  commiflioners  of  the  great  Seal,  for  refuung 

to  proceed   according  to  an  ordinance  made  '  for  the 

*  better  regulating  and  limiting  the  jurifdidlion  of  the 

G  g  3  High 
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to  prifon,  and  permitted  them  not  to  enjoy 
(www)  the  benefit  of  the  laws.     He  caufed 

men 

<  High  Court  of  Chancery.'  Poffibly  the  prote£lor, 
however  he  might  be  miftaken,  really  thought  his  regu- 
lation for  the  public  good,  and  therefore  could  not  be 
blamed  for  difmiffing  fuch  as  were  not  to  be  prevailed 

on  to  concur  with  him  therein. Thefe  gentlemen, 

however,  as  they  were  deemed  by  the  protector  men 
of  honour  and  abilities,  were  employed  in  other  de- 
partments, and  enjoyed  his  countenance  and  encourage- 
ment. His  fpeech,  on  the  taking  away  the  feal  from 
thefe  commiffioners,  was  remarkable.     *  The  protector, 

*  in   the  council-chamber,  very  gravely  told    us,    fays, 

*  Whitlock,  that  he  was  forry  fome  of  us  could  not  fa- 

*  tisfy  our  own   confciences,  to  execute  the  ordinance: 

*  concerning  the  Chancery,  which  they  were  informed 

*  had  much  good  in  it  to  the  publick,  but  he  confefled, 

*  that  every  one  was  to  faiisfy  himfeif  in  matters  to  be 

*  performed  by  him.  and   that  he  had    not  the   worfe 

*  opinion  of  any  man  for  refufing  to  do  that  whereof 

*  he  was  doubtful ;  but  in  this  particular  the  affairs  of 

*  the   commonwealth  did  require  a   conformity  of  the 

*  officers  thereof,  and  their  obedience  to  authority,  and 

*  (being  fome  of  us  refufed  to  execute  this  adl,  as  was 
'  enjoyned)  they  were  compelled  thereby  to  put  this  charge 

*  of  the  cuftody  of  the  great  Seal  into  the  hands  of  fome 

*  others,  who  might  be  fatisfied  that  it  was  their  duty 
(  1  W  *  ^°  perform  this  command,  and  to  put  the  ordinance 
/z6.  '  ^     '  i"  execution  (5?)  ! '     I  have  faid  the  protedor  poffibly 

was  not  to  be  blamed  for  his  condu(5t  in  this  affair :  the 
reader,  however,  muft  judge  of  this. 

(www)  He  committed  men  illegally  io  prifon^  and  per- 
mitted  them  not  the  I  em  jit  of  the  laws.']  The  author  of 
'  the  World's  Miftake  in  Oliver  Cnmwell'  will  fupply 
me  with  fufficient  proofs  of  this.     «  To  prove,  fays  he, 

*  that  Oliver^  time  was  full  of  oppreffion  and  injuftice, 
*■■  I  fhall  but  inftance,  in  a  few  of  many  particulars,  and 

*  feegiri  with  Johri  Lilburae,  not  th^t  I  think  him  in  any 
'    ^  '       ■  '  ^  kincj 
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men  to  be  tried   before  new  created  tribu- 
nals, 

*  kind  one  that  deferved  favour  or  refpeft,  but  that 
'  equal  juftice  is  due  to  the  worft,  (o  well  as  to  the 
'  beft  men,  and  that  he  comes  firft  in  order  of  time. 

'   I.  fohfiy  in  1649,  was,  by  order  of  the  then  par-^ 

*  liament,  tryed  for  his  life,  with  an  intent,  I  believe", 

*  of  taking  him  away,    but   the  jury  not   finding  hin« 

*  guilty,  he  was  immediately,  according  to  law,  gene*- 

*  roufly  fet  at  liberty  by  thofe  that  had  quarrel  enough 

*  againft  him.     This   example    in    the   parliament,  of   ' 
'  keeping  to  the   laws  in  the  cafe  of  one,  who  was  a 

*  profefled  implacable  enemy  to  them,  ought  to  have 

*  been  copied  by  Cromzvell  i  but,-  in  the  contrary,  to 
'  fhew  that  there  was  a  difference  betwixt  his  and  his 

*  predeceflbrs  (the   long  parliament's)  principles,  when 

*  the  law  had  again,  upon  a  fecond  trial  (occafioned  by 
'  Oliver)  cleared  Lilburne,  the  parliament's  fubmitting 

*  to  the  law  was  no  example  to  him  ;  for,  contrary  to 
'  law,  he  kept  him  in  prifon,  untill  he  was  fo  far  fper>t 
'  in   a  confumption,    that  he  only  turned  him  out  to 

*  dye. 

*   2.  Mr.  Corners  cafe  is  fo  notorious  that  it  needs  but 

*  little  more  than  naming :   he   was  a  prif )ner  at  Crom- 

*  Welles    fuit,  and    being   brought  to  the  King's-Bench 
'  barr  by  a  Habeat  Corpus^  had  his  counfell  taken  from 
'  the  barr,  and  fent  to  the  Tower  for  no  other  reafon^ 
'  than   the  pleading  of  their  client's  caufe;  an  a£t  of 
'  violence,  that,  I  believe,  the  whole  ftory  of  England 
'  doth  not  parallel.'     This  was  on  the  i8th  of  Aiay, 
1655.     The  gentlemen  thus  committed,  vtcxe  Maynard, 
Tw'ifden  and   IV'indbamy  men  of  great  eminence  in  their [.y^.^"^':''* 
profeffion,  who  could  find  no  releafe  from  their  impri-  ticus  No.* 
fonment,  but  by  humbly   petitioning  the  prote£lor  (r).*98.  p. 
But  to  go  on. 5354> 

'   3dly,  Sir  Henry  Vane^  above   any  one  perfon,  was 

'  the  author   of  Oliver  s  advancement,  and  did  fo  long 

*  and   cordially  efpoufe  his  intereft,  that  he  prejudiced 

yf  hirofelf  (in  the  opinion  of  fome)  by  it,  yet  fo  ungrate- 

G  g  4  '  ful 


456  THELIFEOF 

nals,    and  adjudged   to   death    without  the" 

verdict 


ful  was  this  monfter  of  ingratitude,  that  he  ftudied  to 
deftroy  him,  both  in  life  and  eftate,  becaufe  he  could 
not  adhere  to  him  in  his  perjury  and  falfenefs.  The 
occafion  he  took  was  this :  he  appointing  a  day  of 
humiliation,  and  feeking  of  God  for  him,  invited  all 
God's  people  in  his  declaration,  to  ofFer  him  their 
advife  in  the  weighty  affairs  then  upon  his  fhoulders ; 
Sir  Henry  taking  a  rife  from  hence  offered  his  ad- 
vice by  a  treatife  called  the  Healing  ^ejUon\  but 
Cromwell,  angry  at  being  taken  at  his  word,  feized, 
imprifoned,  and  endeavoured  to  proceed  further  a- 
gainft  him,  for  doing  only  what  he  invited  him  to 

do. 

'  4thly,  In  Richard's  afiembly,  certain  prifoners  in 
the  Tower,  under  the  then  lieutenant,  and  fome  fent 
thence  to  "Jerfey^  and  other  places  beyond  the  fea, 
complained  of  falfe  imprifonment.  Their  goaler  was 
fent  for,  and  being  required  to  fhew  by  what  autho- 
rity he  kept  thefe  perfons  in  hold,  produceth  a  pa- 
per all  under  0//tw's  own  hand,  as  followeth.  Sir,  I 
pray  you  feize  fuch  and  fuch  perfons,  and  all  others 
whom  you  ihall  judge  dangerous  men  j  do  it  quickly, 
and  you  (hall  have  a  warrant  after  it  is  done.  The 
nature  of  this  warrant  was  by  Richard's  affembly  de- 
bated, and  having  firft  Richard's  own  counfeli's  opi- 
nion in  the  cafe,  as  ferjeant  Maynard,  i^c.  they  vot- 
ed the  commitments  of  the  complainants  to  be  ille- 
gal, unjufl  and  tyrannical ;  and  that,  firf},  becaufe 
the  warrant  by  which  they  were  committed,  was  un- 
der the  hand  of  the  then  (as  they  called  him)  chief 
magiflrate,  who,  by  law,  ought  not  to  commit  any 
by  his  own  warrant.  Secondly,  Becaufe  no  caufe  was 
fhewn  in  the  warrant;  and  thirdly  (in  the  cafe  of 
thofe  fent  out  of  the  reach  of  a  Habeas  Corpus,  which 
in  law  is  a  banifbment)  Becaufe  no  Englijhman  ought 
to  be  banifhcd  by  any  lefs  authority  than  an  aft  of 
parliar*)eiit.     Arid,  therefore,  for  thefe  reafons   they 

*  voted 


OLIVER  CROMWELL.  457 

verdid  of  a  jury.     Thefe  courts  were  ftiled 

High 

*  voted  farther,  that  the  prifoners  fhould  be  fet  at  liber- 

*  ty  without  paying  any  fees  or  charges.     But  the  turn- 

*  ing  out  and  punifhing  the  lieutenant  by  the  afTembly 

*  (for  obeying  fo  unjuft  a  warrant)  was  prevented  by  1*  aT'*^'^' 

*  their  fudden  diflblution  (i).'     Moft  of  the  fads  here  p.'xa— 14. 
recited  are  well  known  to  thofe  verfed  in   this  part  of 

the  Englijh  hiftory,  and  may  be  edablifhed  on  the  beft 
authorities.  But  on  confulting  the  Journals  of  the 
parliament,  here  referred  to,  I  find  a  miftake  relating 

to  the  commitments  by  Oliver. On  Saturday  the 

26th  of  Feb.  1658,  fay  the  Journals,  Mr.  Terill  <  re- 
ported from  the  grand  committee  of  the  houfe  for 
grievances  and  courts  of  juftice,  the  flate  of  the  cafe, 
concerning  Mr.  John  Portmans,  a  prifoner  in  the 
Tower,  as  it  appeared  to  the  committee  j  viz.  That 
the  lieutenant  of  the  Tower,  the  third  of  February^ 
1657,  received  a  letter  from  the  late  lord  proteftor, 
early  in  the  morning,  direding  him  to  apprehend  Mr. 
John  Portmans  (amongft  others)  forthwith :  that  the 
fame  day,  in  the  afternoon,  a  warrant  was  fent  to  the 
lieutenant  of  the  Tower,  under  the  hand  of  the  late 
lord  protestor,  to  require  and  authorize  him  to  ap- 
prehend and  imprifon  Mr.  Portmans :  that  the  fame 
night,  or  fhortly  after,  upon  that  warrant,  Mr.  Port' 
mans  was  taken  by  a  lieutenant  and  about  fix  foldiers, 
under  the  command,  and  by  the  order  and  diredlion, 
of  the  lieutenant  of  the  Tower ;  and  hath  ever 
fithence  remained  a  prifoner  there,  without  any  tryal, 

or  other  proceedings  had  againft  him.' *  On  the 

26th  of  march  following,  the  warrant  for  the  com- 
mitment and  detaining  major-general  Overton  in  the 
Ifle  of  Jerfey  was  read  ;  and  was  figned  Oliver  P. ; 
and  direded  to  the  governor  of  the  Ifle  of  Jerfey  or 
his  deputy ;  and  was  in  thefe  words ;  vi%.  Thefe  are 
to  will  and  require  you  forthwith  to  receive  into  your 
charge  the  bodies  of  Robert  Overton,  major  Norwood, 
and  Sir  Thomas  Armjlrong^  and  .  IVefton,  efq; 

and 


v; 
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High  Courts  (xxx)  of  juftice,  the  terror  of 

the 


*  and  them  detain,  under  fecure  Imprlfonment,  in  the 

*  caftle  of  Jirfey,  until  you  (hall  receive  further  orders^ 

*  from  us :  and,  for  fo  doing,  this  fliall  be   your  war-:i 

*  rant.     Given  at  TVhitchall,  the  8th  oi  January,  1657. 

*  Thefe  commitments  were  voted  by   the  houfe  illegal 

*  and  unjuft,  and  the  gentlemen  were  ordered  to  be  dif- 

'  charged  from  their   imprifonment.' It  appears  al- 

fo  from  the  Journal   of  the  fame  day,  that  the  commit- 
tee found,  *  that  divers  commoners  of  England  had,  by 

*  illegal  warrants,  been   committed  to  prifon  into  the 

*  iflands  of  Jerfey,  and  other  the  iflands  belonging  to 

*  this   commonwealth,  out  of  the  reach  of  the  Habeas 

*  Carpus*  Thus  we  fee  that  Cromxve!/,  who  had  op- 
pofed  and  puniOied  Charles  for  his  illegal  a£ls,  became  an 
imitator  of  him,  and,  in  fome  of  thefe  inftances,  went  even 
beyond  him  :  for  I  queftion  whether  all  Charles's  reign 
can  produce  fo  daring  a  violation  of  the  right  of  the 
fubje£l,  as  bis  impiifoningMaynardiind  his  brethren,  for 
pleading  in  behalf  of  Coney  their  client :  nor  is  there  a 
greater,  than  the  imprifoning  and  banifbing  men  on  his 
own  warrant,  and  depriving  them  of  the  benefit  of  the 
laws  made  for  their  relief.  Vain,  indeed,  might  the 
unhappy  fufFerers  have  faid,  were  the  efforts  made  againft 
the  King,  when  the  efFed  of  them  was  flill  flavery  and 
oppreflion ! 

'  (xxx)  The  high  courts  of  jujitci.'\  The  erection  of  a 
high  court  of  juftice  for  the  trial  of  Charles  gave  rife 
to  many  others.  When  the  nature  of  the  fuppofed 
crime  was  fuch  as  fell  not  under  the  cognizance  of  the 
common  law ;  when  the  perfons  accufed  were  of  a  qua-, 
lity  which  might  incline  a  jury  to  treat  them  with  com- 
panion and  regard  ;  or  when  they  had  been  engaged  in 
actions  popular,  though  illegal,  it  was  then  thought 
proper  by  thofe  in  power  to  ered  high  courts  of  juftice, 
in  order  that  offenders  might  not  efcape  punifhment, 
Thefe  courts  were  conftituted  of  commiflioners  named 
b^  the  government,  who  performed  the  feveral  offices 

of 
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the   Royalifts,    as  their  enemies  were  their 

of  judges  and  juries,  and  determined  concerning  th^ 
law  and  the  faft.  The  Attorney-General  generally  ma- 
naged the  evidence  agalnft  the  prifoners,  and  few  eicaped 
who  were  cited  before  thefe  tribunals.  The  Duke  of 
Hamiltoriy  and  the  lords  Holland  and  Capel^  Chrijiopher 
Love  and  Mr.  Gibbons^  with  fome  others,  were  fen- 
tenced  to  die  by  courts  thus  conftituted,  who,  probably, 
before  another  kind  of  judicature,  would  have  met  witt^ 
a  milder  treatment,    though,    as  the  laws  then  were, 

they  could  not  but  be   deemed   offenders. Wherj 

Cromwell  came  to  the  government,  he  made  ufe  of  the 

fame  methods  of  trial  on  feveral  occafions :  and   in  the 

year  1 656,  the  parliament  pafled  *  an  ad  for  the  fecur 

rity  of  his  highnefs  the  lord  protestor  his  perfon,  an4 

continuance  of  the  nation  in  peace  and  fafety.'     In 

he  preamble  it  is  faid,  *  Forafmuch  as  the  profperlty 

and   fafety  of  this  nation very  much  dependeth, 

under  God,  upon  the  fecurity  and  prefervation  of  the 
perfon  of  his  highnefs ;  and,  for  that  it  hath  mani- 
feftly  appeared,  that  divers  wicked   plots  and  means 

have  been  of  late  devifed   and  laid to  the  great 

endangering  his  highnefs  perfon,  and  the  embroyling 
this  commonwealth  in  new  and  inteftine  wars  and 
feditions ;  therefore  be  it  enadted,  that  if  any  perfon 
fhall  attempt,  compafs  or  imagine  the  death  of  the 
lord  protedor,  and  declare  it  by  open  deed  j  or  fhall 
advifedly  and  malitioufly  proclaim,  declare,  publifh 
or  promote  Charles  Stuart^  or  any  other  perfon  claim- 
ing from  the  late  King ;  or  fhall  aid  and  affift,  hold 
intelligence  with,  or  contribute  money  towards  the 
affiftance  of  the  faid  Charles  Stuart,  his  brothers  op 
mother,  i^c.  then  all  and  every  the  offences  above- 
mentioned  fhall  be  adjudged  to  be  high  treafon  :  and 
that  in  all  fuch  cafes,  and  upon  all  fuch  occafions, 
the  lord  chancellor,  the  lord  keeper,  or  lords  com- 
miffioners  of  the  gr^at  feal  of  England  for  the  time 
being,  are  authorifed  and  recjuired  from  time  to  time. 
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judges ! If  to  all  thefe   things  we   add 

the 


*  by  warrant  from  his  highnefs  to  iflue  out  one  or  more 

*  commiffion  or  commiffions,  under  the  great  feal  of 

'  Engiandy  to — i^c or  any  fcventeen  or   more 

'  of  them:  which  faid  commiflioners  fhall  have  autho- 

*  rity  to   hear,    examine    and   determine    all   matters, 

*  crimes  and  offences  aforefaid  j  and   alfo  to  hear  and 

*  determine   all  mifprifions  of  the  treafons  in   this  a£t 
'  mentioned,  and  to  take  order  for  charging  the  offend- 

*  er  or  offenders,  with  all  or  any  the  crimes  aforefaid, 

*  and  for   the  receiving   their   perfonal   ^nfwer  there- 

*  unto }  and  for   examination  of  witneffes  upon   oath, 

*  and  thereupon,  or   upon  the  confeffion  of  the  party, 

*  or,  in  default  of  fuch  anfwer,  to  proceed  to  conviction 

*  and  final   fentence,  as  in  cafes  of  high  treafon.  and 

*  mifprifion  of  treafon,  according  to  jufiice  and  the 
'  merits  of  the  caufe Commiflioners  were  alfo  ap- 

*  pointed  for  the  fame  purpofe  in  Scotland  and  Ireland. 

*  This  a<St  was   to  continue  in  force  unto  the 

*  end  of  the  lafl  fefEon  of  the  next  parliament,  and  no 
(0  Scobtl.    4  longer  (/).'     By  this  lafl  claufe  it   feems  fufEciently 

evident  that  the  framers  of  this  law  were  fenfible  of  its 
feverity  and  ill  confequences.  However,  this  feemed 
to  give  a  fandlion  to  it.  But  what  is  unrcafonable  ne- 
ver fatisfies.  It  was  urged  that  trials  by  juries  were 
the  birthrights  of  Englijhmen ;  that  all  trials  for  trea- 
fon were  to  be  had  and  ufed  only  according  to  the  due 
order  and  courfe  of  the  common  laws  of  the  realm, 
and  not  otherwife,  upon  inqueft  and  prefentment  by 
the  oaths  of  twelve  good  and  lawful  men,  upon  good 
and  probable  evidence  and  witncfs ;  and  that  if  any 
thing  be  done  to  the  contrary,  it  (hall  be  void  in  law, 
redreffed  and  holden  for  error  and  nought :  and  if  any 
flatute  be  made  to  the  contrary,  that  fliall  be  holden  for 
none.  That  to  proceed  againft  any  without  legal  in- 
di(flment,  prefentment  and  trial,  in  the  way  of  the 
high  courts  of  juftice,  was  very  unequitable  ;  the  com- 
mifSoners  themfelves  being  both  grand  and  petty  jury, 

and 
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the  violation   of  the  privileges    of   (yyy) 

par- 

and  judges  likewife,  if  not  parties  interefted,  to  whom 
no  peremptory  or  legal  challenges  could  be  made  ;  and, 
finally,  that  fuch   proceedings  were  contrary  to  Magna 
Charta'y  the   petition  of  right;  the  declarations  of  the  W  ^^ ^^^ 
parliament :  and  to  an  article  in  the  inftrument  of  go-  Gerard, 
vernment  which  was  fworn  to  by  the  protestor  him-  Vowel,  and 

felf  («). How  good  foever  thefe  pleas  might  have  j^'^'t^^'^'^' 

been,  they  were  not  fufFered  to  be  of  ufe  to  the  pri-  vol.  of  state 
foners.     Judges  are  generally  well  enough  fatisfied  of  Tryals, 
the  authority  by  which  they  aft,  and  will  not  have  it  ^°**  '71'^» 
queftioned.     1  o  demur  to  the  jurifdidtion,  or  refufe  to 
anfwer,  is  equivalent  to  the  cleareft  proof  of  guilt,  and 
judgment  is  accordingly  given.     However,  the  protec- 
tor had  his  end  by  this  method  of  proceeding.     '  He 

*  thought  it  more  efFeftual,  fays  JVhitlock^  than  the  ordi- 
«  nary  courfe  of  tryals  at  the  common  law,  and  would 

'  the  more  terrify  the  offenders  [x) :'  and  terrify  it  did  j  [f^j^^  p^J^** 
for,  on  the  eredtion  of  the   laft  high  court  of  juftice, 
according  to  Clarendon,  '  it  put  all  thofe  who  knew  how 
'  liable  they  themfelves  were,  under  a  terrible  confter- 

*  nation.  Whitlock  would  not  fit  when  nominated 
as  a  commiflioner,  it  being,  as  he  fays,  againft  his 
judgment. This  is  to  his  reputation. 

(yyy)  The  violation  of  the  privileges  of  parliament^ 
&c.]  Cromtvell  feems  to  have  had  honeft  intentions, 
when  he  adopted  the  form  of  chufing  members  of  par- 
liament, which   his  old  mailers  had  prefcribed.     *  He 

*  did  not  obferve,  therefore,  the  old  courfe  in  fending 

*  writs  out  to  all  the  little  boroughs  throughout  Eng- 

*  land,  which   ufe  to  fend  burgefles  (by  which  method 

*  fomefingle  counties  fend  more  members  to  theparlia- 

*  ment  than  fix  other  counties  do)  he  took  a  more 
<  equal  way,  by  appointing  more  knights  for  every  (hire 
'  to  be  chofen,  and  fewer  burgefles ;  whereby  the  num- 

*  ber  of  the  whole  was  much  leflened ;  and  yet,  the 
'  people  being  left  to  their  own  eledion,  it  was  not, 

*  by  him,  thought  an  ill  temperament,  and  was  then 

*  ge- 
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.     parliament,    fo   much  and  fo  juftly  com- 
-...q  plained 

(j)  ciaren-  t  generally  looked  upon  as  an  alteration  fit  to  be  more 
p°"''°'^''  *  warrantably  made,  and  in  a  better  time  (y).'  Indeed, 
at  firft  %ht,  it  appears  that  very  little  room  was,  or 
could  be  given  in  this  way,  for  bribery  and  corruption, 
whether  from  private  hands  or  the  publick  exchequer. 
The  firft  fpeech  to  the  parliament  that  met  September  3, 
1654,  was  calculated  to  footh  the  members,  as  well  as 
,  give  them  great  hopes  from  the  new  government.     After 

having  told  them  what  things  he  had  already  done,  and 
what  a  profpe6l  there  was,  through  their  means,  of  ad- 
vancing the  happinefs  of  the  nation,  the  prote^or  ad* 
ded,  '  Having  faid    this,   and,  perhaps,  omitted  many 

*  other  material  things  through  the  frailty  of  my  me- 
'          •  mory,  I  fliall  exercife  plainnefs  and  freedom  with  you, 

'  in  telling ^ou,  that  I  have  not  fpoken  thefe  things  ais 

*  one  that  aflumes  to  himfelf  dominion  over  you;  but 
"                 *  as  one  that  doth  refolve  to  be  a  fellow  fervaot  with 

•  you,  to  the  intereft  of  thefe  great  affairs,  and  to  the 

•  people  of  thefe  nations.'  The  parliament,  after  fom« 
needful  preliminaries,  fell  upon  bufinefs.  On  the  5  th 
of  September  it  was  refolved  by  them  that  the  houfe 
do  take  the  matter  of  the  government  into  debate  the 
firfl  bufinefs  to  morrow  morning.  On  that  day  it  was 
again  refolved  upon  the  queftion,  that  the  fubje6l-mat- 
ter  of  the  debate  to  morrow  morning  Ihall  be,  whether 
the  houfe  (hall  approve  the  government  fhall  be  in  one 
fingle  perfon  and  a  parliament.  Accordingly,  on  the 
three  following  days,  this  important  fubjedt  was  de- 
bated, wherein   the  courtiers  and   republicans   exerted 

fe) journals,  themfelves  (z).  Cromwell  was  alarmed  at  thefe  pro- 
ceedings, and,  on  the  12th  of  the  fame  month,  fent  a 
mefiage  to  the  parliament,  defiring  them  to  meet  him 
in  the  painted  chamber.  The  members  being  come, 
he  made,  according  to  his  cuftom,  a  long  fpeech,  ex- 
preffing  his  refentment  at  their  conduct,  telling  them 
what  he  expeded  from  them,  or  elfe  what  they  niuft 
truft  to.     Among  others   we  find   the  following  paf- 

fag^esr 
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plained  of,    by  writers   of  different  parties 

and 

fages; '  '*'At'  rtiat  meenrig  "ftne '<>pening  'of  the  parlia- 
ment] I  did  acquaint  you  what  the  firft  rife  was  06 
this  government  which  hath  called  you  hither ;  and, 
in  the  authority  of  which  you  came  hither.  Among 
other  things  that  I  told  you  of  then,  I  faid  you  were 
a  free  parliament,  and  fo  you  are,  whilftyou  own  the 
government  and  authority  that  called  you  hither ;  for, 
certainly,  that  word  implied  a  reciprocation,  or  it 
implied  nothing  at  all.  Indeed  there  was  a  recipror 
cation  implied  and  exprefled  j  and,  I  think,  your  ac- 
tions and  carriages  ought  to  befuitable;  but  I  fee  it 
will  be  neceflary  for  me  now  a  little  to  magnify  my 

office  ;  which  I  have  not  been  apt  to  do. 1  had 

this  thought  within  myfelf,  that  it  had  not  been  difr 
honeft,  nor  difhonourable,  nor  againft  true  liberty,  no 
not  of  parliaments,  when  a  parliament  was  fo  chofen> 
in  purfuance  of,  in  conformity  to,  and  with  fuch  an 
approbation  and  confent  to  the  government,  fo  that 
he  that  runs  might  read  by  what  authority  you  came 
hither,  that  an  owning  of  your  call,  and  of  the  au- 
thority bringing  you  hither,  might  have  been  required 
before  your  entrance  into  the  houfe  ;  but  this  was  de- 
clined, and  hath  not  been  done,  becaufe  I  am  per- 
fwaded  fcarce  aoy  man  could  reafonably  doubt  you 
came  with  contrary  minds.  And  I  have  reafon  to  be- 
lieve the  people  that  fent  you  leaft  doubted  thereof  aC 
all;  and  therefore  I  muft  deal  plainly  with  you  :  what 
I  forbore  upon  a  juft  confidence  at  firft,  you  neceffi- 
tate  me  unto  now ;  that,  feeing  the  authority  that 
called  you  is  fo  little  valued,  and  fo  much  flighted, 
till  fome  fuch  aflurance  be  given  and  made  known, 
that  the  fundamental  intereft  of  the  government  be 
fettled  and  approved,  according  to  the  provifo  con- 
tained in  the  return,  and  fuch  a  confent  teftified  as 
will  make  it  appear  that  the  fame  is  accepted,  I  have 
caufed  a  ftop  to  be  put  to  your  entrance  into  the  par-  ••aii»c],(^) 
liament  houfe.     I  am  forry^  I  am  forry,  and  I  could' 
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and  perfwafions,  we  fhall  be  able  to  form 

fomc 


*  be  forry  to  the  death,  that  there  is  caufe  for  this :  but 

*  there  is  caufe,  and  if  things  be  not  fatisfied  that  are 

*  reafonably  demanded,  I,  for  my  part,  fhall  do   that 

*  which  becomes  me,  feeking  my  counfel  from  God. 

*  There  is  therefore   fomewhat  to  be  offered  to  you, 

*  that,  I  hope,  will  anfwer,  being  underftood  with  the 

*  qualifications  that  I  have  told  you  of  j  reforming  cir- 

*  cumftantials,  and  agreeing  in  the  fubftance  and  fun- 

*  damentals,  which  is  the  government  fettled,  and  is 

*  exprefled  in  the  indenture  not  to  be  altered.     The 

*  making  your  minds  known  in  that,  by  your  giving 

*  your  aflent  and  fubfcription  to  it,  is  that  which  will 

*  let  you  in  to  a(51:  thofe  things  as  a  parliament,  which 

*  are  for  the  good  of  the  people.  And  this  thing  fhew- 
'  ed  to  you,  and  figned   as  aforefaid,   doth  determine 

*  the  controverfy,  and  may  give  a  happy  progrefs  and 

*  iflue  to  this  parliament.  The  place  where  you  may 
(4)  Parlla-  '  comc  thus  and  fign,  as  many  as  God  fhall  make  free 
•bcntary      c  thercunto,  is   in  the  Lobby  without  the  parliament 

vol.  M?  p.   *  ^ooT  (a).' In  this   flrain   fpoke  the  protedor, 

349.  368.    who,  agreeably  to  his  threats,  caufed  a  ftop  to  be  put 

to  their  entrance  into  the  parliament  houfe,  by  guards, 
till  fuch  time  as  they  had  fubfcribed  the  following  re- 
cognition :  '  I  do  hereby  freely  promife  and  engage,  to 
'  be  true  and  faithful  to  the  lord  protedor,  and  the 

*  commonwealth  of  England,  Scotland  z.nA  Ireland -y  and 

*  fhall  not,  according  to  the  tenor  of  the  indenture, 
'  whereby  I  am  returned  to  ferve  in  this  prefent  parlia- 

*  ment,  propofe,  or  give  my  confent,  to  alter  the  go- 

*  vernment,  as  it  is  fettled  in  one  perfon  and  a  parlia- 
(i)  Journals.  (  ment  (^).'     This  was  immediately  fubfcribed  by  the 

fpeaker,  Lenthall,  and  many  others ;  and  after  its  being 
explained  *  to  comprehend  not  the  whole  inftrument 
'  of  government,  but  only  what  concerned  the  govern- 

*  ment  of  the  commonwealth,  as  it  was  then  fettled 
r  U  urnals  *  ^"  °"^  perfon  and  a  parliament  (r).'     Much  the  great- 

*cr  part  of  the  houfe  followed  the  example.    However, 
2  this 
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fome  tolerable  judgment  of  his  illegal  and 
tyrannical  adtions. 

Pof- 

this  a6t  ftuck  deep  in  the  minds  of  the  members  j  be- 
tween whom  and  the  protestor  there  was  fo  little  good 
will  that  he  difmiffed  them  at  the  end  of  five  months, 
the  term  fixed  by  the  inftrument  of  government  for  their 
fitting,  with  a  fpeech  full  of  reproaches.  Mr.  Ludlow, 
and  many  others,  fpealc  loudly  againft  thefe  proceed- 
ings of  Cromuelt,  and  fcruple  not  to  tax  them  with  ty- 
ranny.  *  So  foon,  fays  he,  as  this  vifible  hand  of     - 

*  violence  appeared  to  be  upon  them  [in  the  affair  of 
'  the  recognition]  mofl  of  the  eminent  afTertors  of  the 

*  liberry  of  their  country  withdrew  themfelves,  being 
'  perfwaded  they  fhould   better  difcharge  their  duty  to 

*  the  rtation  by  this  way  of  expreffing  their   abhorrence 

*  of  his   tyrannical   proceedings,  than   by  furrendering 

*  their  liberties  under  their  own  hands,  and  then  treat- 

*'ing   with   him    who   was  pofTeffed  of  the   fword,  to  j^^  vol' il. 

*  recover   fome  part  of   them    again  (d)' Ano-p. 501. 

ther   contemporary  fpeaks  in  a  like  ftraiti.      '  Thefe 

*  grave,  necefl'ary  and  important  debates,  fays  he,   were 

*  nd  fooner  entered    into,  than  in  contempt  of  all  pri- 

*  vileges   of  parliament,  \*hich  will   not  allow  matters 

*  in  debate  to  be  taken  notice  of,  the  Protedlor,  like  a 

*  King,  ^Nafti    ifnpune  qualibet  facere,  id  pji^  regent  ejfe, 

*  fummons  them  into  his  prefence,  with  the  highefl  and 
'  Iharpeft  -language,  reproaches  them  for  difputing  his 
'  authority,  by  whom  they  were  called  together;  re- 
'  quires  tliem  to  renounce  and  difclaim  that  liberty,  be- 
'  fbre  they  proceeded  to  farther  confultation,  and  to  that 
'  purpofe  delivered   an    inHrument,  without  fubfcribing 

*  to  which,  the  band  of  foldiers  which  guarded  the  door 

*  of  the  parliament   houfe,  would  not   fufier  any  man 

*  tb  enter,  whereupon  a  major  part  of  the  parliament 

*  departed  to  their  houfes,  and  they  only  went  in  who 
'  fubmitted   to  the  conditions,  which  many  afterwards 

*  did,  who  in  deteftation  of  the  violence,  at  that  time 

*  had  forborne  to  fubfcribe.     Thus  he,  who  without 
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*  the  confent  or  privity  of  a  dozen  perfons,  had  aflume^ 

*  to  himfelf  the  title  and  fiile  of  Protector  of  three 
'  kingdoms,  and  therefore  found  a  general  fubmiffion, 

*  becaufe  he  had  bound  himfelf  within  a  fliort  time  to 
'  call  a  parliament,  that  might   fettle  the  government, 

*  when  it  was  now  met  and  pofTefled  of  the  power  in 
f  was   to  have,  becaufe  they  came  together  upon  his 

*  call,  would  not  fuffer  them  to  queftion  any  thing  he 

*  bad  done,  or  what  he  (hould  do  hereafter,  their  fub- 

*  mifiion  (as   he  faid)  to    his  amhority  of  fummoning 

*  them,  being   a  tacit   acknowledgment  of  his  power, 

*  which  he  would  not  endure  to  be  argued  againft,  with- 
'  out  calling  to  mind   (befides  the  pradice  of  thefe  laft 

*  ill  years)  that  by  the  exprefs   letter  of  the  law,  any 

*  reHraint  from  altering  or  revoking  an  ordinance  or  a^ 

*  of  parliament  itfelf,  is  void,  being  againfi  the  jurif- 

*  di£lion   and   power  of   parliament    {e}.' But  this 

treatment  was  nothing  when  compared  with  that  which 
he  gave  many  members  returned  to  the  parliament  S(p- 
temter  17,  1656.  After  it  was  deemed  expedient  (by 
reafon  of  the  Sponifo  war)  to  call  a  parliament  to  meet  at 
this  time,  every  art  was  made  ufe  of  ufual  on  thofe  oc- 
cafions,  money  excepted,  to  procure  a  choice  of  fuch 
members  as  might  fall  in  with  the  views  of  the  Protec- 
tor. Scotland  and  Ireland  were  in  his  own  hands,  and 
the  members  fcnt  from  thence  were  to  be  depended  on, 
three  only  of  the  latter  excepted,  who  met  not  with 
a,pprobatlon  (/").     In  England  things  went  not  fo  well. 

rftive  of  t^hc  t  or  thcugh,  it  is  faid,    1S2  of  Crcmtveirs  kinfmen,  de- 
late Pailia-  pendants,  placemen  or  officers,    were  chofen   (^),  y?t 
menr,  in  the  ^,gj.g  g  great  number  of  zealous  republicans  and  anti- 
the  Har^ei-  courtiers,  of  different  principles,  returned,  who  wanted 
an  Mifcel-   not  wjll  or  ability  to  ^ive  much  interruption  to  the  bu- 
1>J"7»F«44-' finefs  and  defigns  of  the  government.     This  was  well 
known,  and  therefore  without  ceremony,  admiffion  was 
given  to  none  who  produced  not  a  certificate,  figned  by 
the  clerk  of  the  commonwealth  in  chancery,  *  that  he 
a)  Jour-      *  was  returned  to  ferve  in  this  prefent  parliament,  and 
nals.    And  <  approved    by  the  council,  [Oliver's}  {h).'     This   was 
Thudoe,      undoubtedly  an  high  adl  of  tyranny,  and  furpafl'ed  any 
453*     '     ^P^$  '0  ^?  ^^^?  V^'ith  in  oqr  hiftories.     The  gentlemen 
V  .i"-  .  unap- 


(/)  TTiur- 
loe,  voi.  V. 
p.  4"7 


OLIVER  CROMWELL.  467 

unapi^oved  were  about  one  hundred  ;  fifty  fix  of  whom 
fent  a  letter  to  the  Speaker,  Sir  Thomas  IViddrington, 
which  was  read  in  the  houfe  the  next  day,  in  thefe 
words.  *  Sir,  We  whofe  names  are  fubfcribed  (with 
'  others)  being  chofen,  and  accordingly  returned  to  ferve 

*  with  you  in  this  parliament ;  and,  in  difchar^e  of  our 

*  truft,  offering  to  go  into  the  houfe^  were,  at'the  lobby 
'  door,  kept  back  by  foldiers :  which,  left  v/e  (hould  be 

*  wanting  to  our  duty  to  you,  and  to  our  country,  wc 

*  have  thought  it  expedient  to  reprefent  unto  you,  to  be 
«  communicated  to  the  houfe,  that  we  may  be  admitted 

*  thereinto.'     After  the  reading  this  letter  it  was  ordered 

*  That  the  clerk  of  the  commonwealth  in  chancery  be 

*  ordered  to  attend  the  houfe  to  morrow  mornino-,  with 

*  all  the  indentures  of  returns  of  ki>ights,  citizens,  and 
«  burgeflTes,  phofen  to  ferve  in  this  parliament.'  The 
deputy  of  the  clerk  of  the  commonwealth  attended  then 
with  the  returns,  which  being  examined,  confirmed  the 
truth  of  what  the  fecluded  members  had  written. — The 
houfe  being  acquainted  that  the  clerk  of  the  common- 
wealth was  himfelf  at  the  door:  he  was  called  in;  and 
by  order  of  the  houfe,    Mr.  Speaker   acquainted  him, 

*  That  upon  the  pcrufal  of  the  indentures,  it  appears, 

*  divers  perfons  are  elected,  which  are  not  returned  to 

*  the  houfe  :  and  he  was  demanded  by  what  order  ic 
'  was  done.     He  returns  this  anfwer :  that  he  received 

*  an  order  from  his  highnefs's  council,  that  he  fhould 

*  deliver  tickets  to  all  fuch  perfons,  and  fuch  only,  as 

*  being  returned  to  ferve  in  parliament,  (hould   be  cer- 

*  tified  unto  him,  from  the  council,  as  perfons  by  them 

*  approved  :  and    that   he  did    receive  feveral  orders  of 

*  approbation  for  feveral  perfons  ;  and  fo   he  made  out 

*  the  tickets.'  Being  demanded  whether  he  had  the  or- 
der itfelf :  anfwered  he  knew  not  whether  it  were  at  the 
door.  But  being  withdrawn ;  and  again  brought  in  by 
theferjeantj  he  delivered  in  the  order,  fubfcribed  by 
Mr.  Jejprpy  clerk  of  the  council.  This  order  being 
read,  it  was  refolved  the  next  day,  *  That  this  houfe 

*  doth  defire  the  council  to  give  unto  this  houfe  on 
^  Monday  x\£xty  their  reafons,  why  thofe  members,  who 

*  are  return94  from  the  feveral  counties  and  boroughs 
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'  for  members,  are  not  approved ;    and  why  they  ara 

*  not  admitted  to  come  into  the  houfe.'  Accordingly  on 
Mond'jy  the  22(3  of  September y  *  T  he  lord  commiflioner 
'  Fienes  reported  by  word  of  mouth,  from  the  council, 

*  their  anfwer  to  the  order  made  by  the  houfe,  to  this 

*  efFed^  :  Whereas  the  parliament  did  defire  the  counciV 

*  to  give  unto  them,  their  reafons,  why   thofe  mem- 

*  bers  who  are  returned  for  the  feveral  counties  and  bo- 
^  roughs  for  members  are  not  approved  ;  and  why  they 
^  are  not   admitted  into  the  houfe ;  the  council  have 

*  commanded  me  to  return  this  humble  anfwer :  That 

*  whereas  by  a  claufe  in  the  government  it  is  ordered, 
'  that  the  clerk,  called  the  clerk  of  the  commonweakh, 

*  Iffc.  as  in  the  one  and  twentieth  article  ;  and  by   ano- 

*  ther  claufe  in  the  government,  it  is  ordained.  That 
f  the  perfons  who  fliall  be  defied  to  ferve  in  parliament, 

*  (hall  be  fuch,  as  are  perfons  of  known  integrity,  fear- 
'  ing  God,  and  of  good  converfation  :  7"hat  the  coun- 

*  cil  in  purfuance  of  their  duty,  and  according  to  the 
'  trufl  repofed  in  them,  have  examined  the  faid  returns, 

*  and  have  not  refufed  to  approve  any  who  have  ap- 
'  peared  to  them   to  be  perfons  of  integrity  to  the  go- 

*  vernment,    fearing  God,  and  of  good    converfation : 

*  and  thofe  who  are  not  approved,  his   highnefs  hath 

*  given  order  to  fome  perfons  to  take  care  that  they  do 

*  not  come  into  the  houfe.' This  was  very  plain 

language,  and  perfe<91y  well  underftood  by  the  mem- 
bers. As  it  appeared  therefore  in  vain  to  contend  with 
the  mailer  of  legion^,  as  there  might  be  little  difpofi- 
tion,  it  was  refolved  on  the  queftioo  by  a  majority  of 
125  to  29,  *  That  the  perfons  who  have  been  returned, 
'  from    the   feveral  counties,  cities,    and    boroughs,  to 

*  ferve  in  this  parliament,  and  have  not  bten  approved, 

*  be  referred   to  make  their  application  to  the  council' 

*  for  an   approbation ;  and  that  the    houfe  do  proceed 
^»)  Journals.  *  with  the  great  affairs  of  the  nation  (/).'     Thus  ended 

this  afFair  in  parliament.  But  the  fecluded  mem^ 
bers,  far  enough  from  being  fatisfied  with  this  de- 
termination, made  an  appeal  to  the  public  in  a 
remonftrance  which  does  honor  to  their  courage  and 
abilities.     Some  garts  of  it.  1  will   here  infert. 
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We  believe,  fay  they,  the  rumour  is  now  gone  through 
the  nation,  that  armed  men  imployed  by  the  Lord 
Prote<5lor  have  prevented  the  free  meeting  and  fitting 
of  the  Intended  parliament,  and  have  forcibly  flluc 
out  of  doors  fuch  members  as  he  and  his  council  fup- 
pofe  would  not  be  frighted,  or  flattered  to  betray  their 
country,  and  give  up  their  religion,  lives  and  eftates 
to  be  at  his  will,  to  ferve  his  lawlefs  ambition.  But 
we  fear  that  the  flavery,  rapines,  oppreflions,  cruel- 
ties, murders  and  confufions  that  are  comprehended 
in  this  one  horrid  fadt,  are  not  fo  fenfibly  difcernedi 
or  fo  much  laid  to  heart  as  the  cafe  requires ;  and  we 
doubt  not  but,  as  the  common  pra£tice  of  the  man 
hath  been,  the  name  of  God,  and  religion,  and  for- 
mal fafts  and  prayers,  will  be  made  ufe  of  to  colour 
over  the  blacknefs  of  the  faftjwe  do  therefore  in 
faithful nefs  unto  God,  and  our  country  hereby  remon- 
ftrate;  Firft,  That  whereas  by  the  fundamental  lav/s 
of  this  nation,  the  people  ought  not  to  be  bound  by 
any  Jaws  but  fuch  as  are  freely  confented  unto  by  their 
deputies  in  parliament,  and  it  is  a  moft  wicked  ufiir- 
pation,  even  againft  the  very  laws  of  nature,  for  any 
man  to  impofe  his  will  or  difcretion  upon  anothei"  as 
a  rule,  unlefs  there  be  fome  pa£t,  or  agreement  be- 
tween the  parties  for  that  intent.  And  whereas  by 
the  mercy  of  God  only  in  preferving  the  fundamen- 
tal law  and  liberty,  the  good  people  of  England  have 
beyond  memory  of  any  record  preferved  their  eftates, 
families  and  lives,  which  had  been  otherwife  deftroy- 
ed,  at  the  will  of  every  wicked  tyrant  j  and  by  keep- 
ing this  only,  as  their  undoubted  right,  they  have 
been  kept  from  being  brutifh  flaves  to  the  lufls  of  their 
kings,  who  would  otherwife  have  defpoiled  them  of 
their  perfbns,  lives,  and  eftates,  by  their  proclama- 
tions, 'iwA  the  orders  of  themfelvcs,  and  their  cour- 
tiers as  they  pleafed  :  and  by  virtue  of  this  their  un- 
doubted right  the  people  have  commonly  difputed,  re- 
'  fifted,  and  made  void  the  proclamations  of  their 
'  kings,  and  the  orders  of  their  council-table,  where 
'-  they  have  crofled  the  laws  unto  which  they  have 
'  cofifented  in  their  parliaments.  Now  the  Lord  Pro- 
H  h  3  *  tector 
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teflor  hath  by  force  of  arms  invaded  this  fundamental 
right  and  liberty,  and  violently  prevented  the  meet- 
ing of  the  peoples  chofen  deputies  in  parliament. 
And  he  and  his  council  boldly  declare,  That  none  of 
the  peoples  deputies  ^fhall  meet  in  parliament,  unlefe 
they  agree  to  the  meafure  of  their  phantafies,  hu- 
mours, or  lufts ;  they  now  render  the  people  fuch 
fools  or  beafts,  as  know  not  who  are  fit  to  be  trufted 
by  them  with  their  lives,  eftates,  and  f.imilies.  But 
he  and  his  council  that  daily  devour  their  eftates,  and 
liberties,  will  judge  who  are  fit  to  counfel  and  ad- 
vife  about  laws  to  preferve  their  eftates  and  liberties : 
thus  doth  he  now  openly  afiTume  a  power  to  pack  an 
aflembly  of  his  confident«,  parafites  and  confederates, 
and  to  call  them  a  parliament,  that  he  may  thence 
pretend  that  the  people  have  confented  to  become  hi« 
'  flaves,  and  to  have  their  perfons  and  eftates  at  his  dif- 

■  cretion.     And  if  the  people  {hall   tamely   fubmit   to 

■  fuch  a  power,  who  can  doubt  but  he  can  pack  fuch  a 
'  number  as  will  obey  all  his  commands,  and  confent 
'  to  his  taking  of  what  part  of  our  eftates  he  pleafeth, 
'  and  to   impofe   what  yokes  he  thinks  fit  to  make  u» 

*  draw  in.  Secondly,  And  whereas  the  parliament  of 
'  England,  confiftii  g  of  the  peoples  chofen  deputies, 
'  always  have  been,  and  ought  to  be  the  ordainers,  and 
'  creators  of  dignities,  offices,  and  authorities  in  this  na- 
'  tion,  and  have  always  of  right  exercifed  the  power  of 

*  difpofing  even  the  kingly  office,  and  authority  of  en- 
'  larging  and  reftraining  the  kingly  power,  and  of 
'  queftioning,  making  void,  or  confirming  all  com- 
'  miffions,  proclamations,  charters,  and  patents  of  any 
'  of  our  former  kings  j  and  have  queftioned,  cenfured 
'  and  judged  even  the  perfons  of  our  kings  for  abufing 
'  their   trufts,    and  invading  the  peoples  laws,  rights, 

*  and  liberties ;  and  by   this  means  the  higheft  officers, 

*  and    the   kings  themfelves  have  acknowledged    their 

*  power  to  be  oniy  trufted  to  them  for  the  peoples  wel- 

*  fare ;  and  they  have  always  dreaded  the  peoples  par- 

*  ilaments  who  could  call  them  to  an  account  for  any 

*  injuftice,  or  violence  done  upon  the  perfon,  or  eftat« 
'  of  any  man  j  and  hereby  the  people  were  fecured  un- 

»  der 
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^  der  the   laws   from  the  rapine,  and  oppreflion  of  the 

*  hioheft  grandees,  and  courtiers ;  even  the  kings  them- 

*  felves,  fearing  the    peoples  complaints  in  their  parlia- 

*  ments    and  well    knowing   the    peoples  cuftom  toi 
'  choofe  for  their  deputies  the  moft  known  champions 

*  for  their   liberties,  againft  the  arbitrary  powers,  and 

*  injuftice  of  the  kings  and  their  courtiers ;  and  none  of 

*  the  moft  wicked  kings  in  their  higheft  hope  to  erect 

*  a   tyranny,    ever  daring  fince  members  were  fent  to 

*  parliaments  by  eledions,  to  throw  afide  by  force  as 

*  many  of  the  chofen  members  as   they  thought  would 

*  not  ferve  their  ends;  they  knowing  it  to  be  the  un- 

*  doubted  right  of  the  people  to  truft  whom  they  think 

*  fit,  and  as  much  the  right  of  every  man  duly  choferi 

*  and  trufted  to   meet  and   vote  in   parliament   without 

*  afking  their  leave  or  begging  their  tickets.     And  al- 

*  though  here  hath   been  frequently    fecret  defigns   for 

*  many  years  to  fubvert   religion,  liberty  and  property 

*  in  this  natiorr,  and  to  that  end  the  defigns  of  tyranny 

<  have  attempted  to  deftroy,  fometimes  the  being,  and 

*  fometimes  the  power,  privileges  and  freedom  of  par- 

*  liaments,  yet  the  mercy  of  God   hath  almoft  miracu- 

*  loufly  preferved    the   being,  privileges  and   authority 

*  of  parliaments,  and  therein  religion,  liberty  and  pro- 

*  perty,  until    the    time  of  the    Lord  Prote6tor.     But 

*  now  he  hath  aflumed  an  abfolute  arbitrary  fovereignty 

*  (as  if  he  came  down  from  the  throne  of  God)  to 
'  create  in    himfelf,  and  his  confederates,  fuch  powers 

<  and  authorities,  as  muft  not  be  under  the  cognizances 

*  of   the   peoples   parliaments.      His  proclamations  he 

*  declares  fliall  be  binding  laws  to  parliaments  them* 
«  felves,  he  takes  Upon  him  to  be  above  the  whole  body 

*  of  the  people  of  England,  and  to  judge  and  cenfure 
•*ithe  whole  body,  and  every  member  of  it,  by  no  other 

•  ♦*  rule  or  law  than  his  pleafur^,  as  if  he  wdre  their  ab- 

•J*  folute  lord,  and  had    bought   all   the  people  of  Eng^ 

«  land  for  his  flaves.     Doubtlefs,  if  he  Would  pretend 

*  only  to  have  conquered  England  at  his  own  expenc^, 
■•*  and  were  there  as  much  truth  as  there  is  falfliood  in 
^  that  pretence,  yet -he  could  not  but  -  know  that  the 

*  right  of  the  peoples  deputies  in  parliament  to  their 

H  h  4  '  antieht 
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antient  powers  and  privileges,  would  remain  good 
againft  him,  as  againft  their  publiclc  capital  enemy, 
whom  every  man  ought  to  dellroy,  until  by  fome 
agreement  with  the  body  of  the  people  in  parliament, 
fome  fort  of  governing  pewer  in  him  were  fubmitted 
unto,  that  hereby  he  might  ceafe  to  be  a  pubiick  ene- 
my and  deftroyer,  and  become  a  king  or  governor 
according  to  the  conditions  accepted  by  the  people, 
and  if  he  would  fo  pretend,  he  could  not  be  fo  dif- 
charged  from  his  pubiick  enmity  by  any  conditions  or 
agreement  made  with  a  part  of  the  peoples  chofen  de- 
puties, whilft  he  (hut  out  the  other  part;  for  no  part 
of  the  reprefentative  body  are  trufted  to  confent  to 
any  thing  in  the  nation's  behalf,  if  the  whole  have  not 
their  free  liberty  of  debating,  and  voting  in  the  mat- 
ters propounded.  If  he  would  pretend  no  higher  than 
to  be  our  conqueror,  who  for  peace  and  his  own  fafe- 
ty's  fake  was  content  to  ceafe  from  being  a  pubiick 
enemy,  and  to  be  admitted  a  governor,  he  could  not 
compafs  thofe  ends  by  forcibly  excluding  (as  now  he 
hath  done)  whom  he  pleafed  of  the  reprefentative 
body  of  the  people,  who  were  to  fubmit  to  him  in 
the  people's  behalf;  therefore  either  takes  upon  him  to 
be  fuch  a  conqueror  as  fcorns  the  peoples  acceptance 
of  him  by  their  repiefentative  as  their  governor,  and 
fears  not  to  remain  a  pubiick  enemy,  or  elfe  he  takes 
himfelf  to  be  fuch  an  unheard-of  fovereign,  that 
againft  him  t\\€  people  have  no  claim  of  right,  or  pro- 
perty in  themfelves,  or  any  thing  elfe  ;  for  he  hath 
now  declared  that  the  people's  choice  cannot  give  any 
man  a  right  to  fit  in  parliament,  but  the  right  muft  be 
derived  from  his  gracious  will  and  pleafure,  with  that 
of  his  counfellors ;  and  his  clerks  ticket  only  muft  be 
their  evidence  for  it.  Thus  hath  he  exalted  himfelf 
to  a  throne  like  unto  God's,  as  if  he  were  of  himfelf, 
and  his  power  from  himfelf,  and  we  were  all  made 
for  him,  to  be  commanded  and  difpofed  of  by  him, 
to  work  for  him,  and  ferve  his  pleafure  and  ambition. 
Seeing  therefore  this  total  fubverfion  of  all  law  and 
right,  and  the  diftraclions,  mif^ries,  blood  and  con- 
fvfions,  that  will  be  the  moft  certain  confeq.uences  of 
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*  it,  and  withall,  remembring  the  late  effufion  of  blood 

*  upon  no  other  account  than  to  fecure  religion,  liberty 

*  and  property,  and  the  freedom,  power  and  privileges 
'  of  parliaments,  as  the  bulwarks  thereof;  and  that   by 

*  thofe  very  hands  who  now  overturn  the  very  founda- 
ftions  of  all  liberty,  right  and  property,  and  of  the  be- 
f  ings  of  parliaments ;  and  our  very  fouls  trembling  at 
%  the  loud  cries  of  that  fea  of  blood,  and  at  the  horrid 
5  clamours  of  the  many  falfified  oaths  and  promifes 
^,  made  upon  the  fame  account.' '  For  the  acquitting 

•    'f,  therefore  of  their  fouls,  they  folemnly  protefted  and  re- 
fljionft rated  unto    all  the  good  people  of  £«^/fl/7</,  that 

*  the  violent  exclufion  of  the  people's  deputies  in  parlia- 
'  ment,  doth  change  the  ftate  of  the  people  from  free- 
'.  dom  into  meer  flavery ;  that  fuch  members  of  parlia- 

*  -ment  as  (hall  approve  the  forcibje  exclufion  complain- 

*  ed  of,  or  (hall  fit,  vote  and  aft,  while  many  members 

*  are  by  force  (hut  out,  are  betrayers  of  the  liberties  of      "^ 
«*  England,  and  adherents  to  the  capital  enemies  of  the 

*  commonwealth  ;     and    that   the   prefent  aflembly  at 

*  IVeJlnnnJlery  being  under  the  awe  and  terror  of  the 
•f  Lord  Protestor,  is  not  the  reprefentative  body  of  Eng- 

.5,  land,  nor  can  tax  or  tallage  be  juftly  or  lawfully  raifed  ^^»<  whtt- 
.*f  by  them  {k)*  Jock,  p. 

,-    This  lemonftrance  being  *  printed  was  fent  in  great  ^5»- 
i%  white  boxes  fome  looo  of  them,  to  be  left  in  feveral 
j1  houies  in  London^  and  by  them  to  be  delivered   out       '    . 

*  when  called  for.' But  the  court  having  private  in- 
telligence of  the  matter,  '  got  four  or  five  of  the  boxes 

*  from  the  owners  of  the  houfes,'  and  thereby  prevented 

their  being  difperfed  according  to  the  intention  of  the  (/)  Thorloe, 

fubfcribers  (/). 1  am  forry  to  add,"  that  many  of  the  ^^  ^'  ?• 

gentlemen,  who  put  their  hands  to  this  admirable  remon-       ' 
ftrance,  were  but  meer  talkers,  and  foon  found  a  way  to 
ingratiate  themfelves  with  the  ProteiStor,  take  their  feats 
in  the  houfe,  and  fervilely  adore  him  whom  In  fuch  ter- 
rible colours  they  here  blacken  !  So  uncertain  are  the 
figns  of  patriotifm  I  But  in  juftice  it  muft  be  faid  that 
■  there  were  others  of  them  who  were  true  to  their  prin- 
fr^iples,  and  above  being  worked  on  by  fear  or  (lattery. 
fTJ^fe  an  Ifflgfhj  in  virtue  of  an  anide  in  the.  Humble 
<  .  Pe- 
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Poflibly,  however,  fome  perfons  will  find 


an 


,  Petlticn  pnd  Advice,  which  ^equire(^^^  that  thofe  perfons 

'  who  were  legally  cbofen  by  a  free  eled^ion  of  the  peo- 

*  pie  to  ferve  in  parliament,  (hould  not  be  excluded  from 
'  luting  therein,  bi^  by  judgment  and  confent  of  the 

*  houfe  whereof  they  were  members,'  were  alfo  admit,- 
ttA  to  their  feats  ]/'d'7t.777;y  2C,  1657,  O.  S.  The  oath 
taken  by  them  on   this  occafion,  was  in  thefe  words. 

*  \  A.  B.  do,  in  the  prefence,  and  by  the  name  of  God 

*  Almighty,  promife  and  fwear,  that,  to  the  uttermoft 

*  ©f  my  power,  in  my  place,  I  will  uphold  and  main- 

*  tain  the  true  reformed,  proteftant,  chriftian    religion, 

*  in  the  purity  thereof,  as  it  is  contained  in    the  Holy 

*  Scriptures  of  the  Old  and  New  Teftament,  and  en- 

*  courage  the  profeffion  and  profeflbrs  of  the  fame ;  and 
'  that  I  will  be  true  and  faithful  to  the  Lord  Proteflor 
'  of  the  commonwealth  o{ England,  Scct'and  and  Irtlandy 

*  and  the  dominions  and  territories  thereunto  belonging, 

*  as  chief  magiftrate  thereof  ;  and  fliall  not  contrive  or 

*  defign,  or  attempt  any  thing  againft  the  perfon  or 
'  lawful  authority  of  the  Lord  Protedlor ;  and  fhall  en- 

*  deavour,  as  much  as  in  me  lies,  as  a  member  of  par- 
f«r)Jour-  *  liament,  the  prefervation  of  the  rights  and  liberties  of 
aals.           c  the  people  (;?,).' Thus  was  the  wife  taken  in  his 

own  craftinefs !  Men  under  a  deep  fenfe  of  injury, 
were  now  admitted  into  the  houfe,  who,  it  might  have 
beet  forefeen,  would  ufe  their  utmoft  endeavour  to 
embarrafs  and  perplex  that  government,  which  they  had 
looked  on  and  treated  as  ufurped  and  tyrannical.  It- 
mufl:  not  be  omitted   that  this  parliament  was  diflblved 

alfo  in  great  refentment   by  ,the    prote£tor. Thefe 

were  the  high  and  arbitrary  proceedings  of  Cromvcell  \ 
Ik)  Liberty  proceedings  which  might  eafily  induce  a  very  ingenious 
and  Right  J  writer  to  obferve  that  *  he  who  hated  the  tyrant,  ad- 
parti.  p.  (  mired  the  tyranny  (»).'  For  what  more  odious  in  the 
L,oad.  1747.  reign  of  the  conquered  King,  than  thefe  ?  What  more 
oppofite  to  the  principles  of  liberty  and  freedom  ?     '  In 

*  the  reign,  or  rather  under  the  tyranny,  of  this  fingl» 

•  hand. 
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an   apology  for  fome  of  thefe  (zzz)   pro- 
ceedings, 

*  hand,  the  whole  govetnment  and  adminillration  con- 

*  tradidted    the  national  conftitution  ;  but  this  contra- 

*  diction,  was  planned  by  a  craft  and  policy  as  dexterous, 

*  as  it  was  new ;  and  carried  on  by  a  genius  as  bold, 

*  as  cunning.     Crcmwell.,  when  mounted  to  the  head  of 

*  affairs,  found  the  materials  of  liberty  and  freedom 
'  rooted  in  the  people,  but  faw,  that  thefe  materials  were 
'  without  form,  without  orders,  and  without  laws,  to 
'  bind  and  fecure  them.  The  people  were  powerful, 
'*  but  ignorant  and  divided  ;  divided  in  opinion,  and  ig- 

*  norant  of  true  government  and  real  fecurity.     Crom- 

*  well  therefore  applied  himfelf  to  the  times ;  encou- 
'  raged,  difcountenanced,    prote6ted  and  opprefled    by 

*  turns,  different   fe£ts   and  parties;    and  thus  artfully 

*  keeping  them  divided  in  their  religious  and  civil  views, 

*  prevented    the   nation  from  uniting  in  any  thing  that 

*  was  natural  and  proper  to  freedom  and  liberty.     The 

*  fame  army  which    had   conquered  for  the  people,  he  ,g\  Liberty^ 

*  taught  by  mutilation,  augmentation,  largeffes  and  pri-  and  Right, 

*  vileges,  to  opprefs  the  people  {o)' How  far  this  P^"^*'  P- 

'  is  a  juft  reprefentation,  the  foregoing  notes  will  enable  ^^* 

the  reader  to  t^etermine. 

(zzz)  Some  may  find  an  apology — in  the  fituation  and 
(Ircumjiances  of  the  Protector, '\  *  Civil  war  is  naturally 
'  more  fubjedt  to  rigour,  fays  Mr.  Afcham^  than  other 

*  wars  :  becaufethey  who  yelterday  were  enemies,  would 
<  be   inhabitants  always.     The  conqueror  fufpefts  that 

*  thefe  will  be  the  firft  infringers  of  his  new  laws  ;  the 

*  violation  of  which  ought  at  the  beginning  to  be  fevere- 

*  liett  cenfured,    as  of  dangerous  confequence.*— — • 

'  Wherefore  for  thefe  reafons  though  the  ufurper  thought  (/>)  Confa- 
^  not  of  eftablifliing  himfelf  in  an  abfolute  jurifdidion,  p°°' ^".^ 

*  yet  at  laft  he  will  find   himfelf  obliged  to  fecure  his  ofGovera- 

*  conqueft  by  the  fame  means  he   obtained  it,     And  mems,  p. 
«  Dido  gave  ^nm  the  true  re^fon  of  the  fame  cafe  (/>).'  V'  l*"","' 

®  ^1^ '     Load,  16, y. 

Res 
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ocedlngs,  in   the  fituation  and  circumftanccs 

of 


Res  dura  Sc  regni  novltas'tne  talia  cogunt 

Moliri,  &  late  fines  cuftode  tueri.  Virg^ 

My  cruel  fate. 

And  doubts  attending  an  unfettled  ftate, 

Force  me  to  guard  roy  coafts Dryden. 


This  had  long  before,  been  taught  by  Machtavel,  in 
the  following  words:  *  When  a  prince  would  keep  his 
'  fubjeds  united  and  faithful,  he  muft  not  heed  the  re- 
'  proacb  of  cruelty  j  for  if  he  makes  a  few  examples  of 

*  juftice,    he   aifb   with   lefs  cruelty    than  thofe    who, 

*  through  an  excefs  of  mercy,  fufFer  many  diforders  to 

*  arife,  which  occafion  rapine  and  murder.     Now  thefe 

*  are  prejudicial  to  the  whole  focicty  ;  whereas  particular 

*  executions,  which  are   ordered  by  the  prince,  afFedl 

*  only  particular  men.  Befides,  all  new  governments 
j(y)  Prmcf,  «  are  expofed  to  fo  many  dangers,  that  it  is  impoffible 
^-  *7-  Con-  c  fQf  3  ^g^y  prince  to  avoid  the  fcandal  of  being  cruel/ 
meio\  de  la   Thus  Virgil  makes  Dido  fay. 

Ho  u  (lay's 

«otes  on  the  Rg       c^^^  r   j 

place.  '  M/  » 

If  ever  any  prince  upon  earth  bad  rcafon  to  a£l  on 
thefe  principles,  it  was  Cromwell.  Without  foine  a£ls 
of  fcvcrity  what  could  he  have  done?  How  tottering 
would  have  been  his  throne  ?  How  precarious  his  lifej' 
The  cavaliers,  the  prefbyterians,  the  republicans,  and 
the  fifth-monarchy- men  were  all  his  foe?,  aiwi  even  his 
moft  intimate  friends  did  not  approve  his  management 
in  a  variety  of  refpeds— —  Mr.  St.  fohn,  between 
whom  and  the  Prote6lor  there  had  been  the  neareft  uni- 
on, highly  difliked  his  fetting  up  himfelf.  *  He,  [St. 
'  yohn'\  fays  Mr.  Thurlot^  was  fo  far  from  advifing  OH- 
'  ver  to  fct  up  himfelf,  that  to  the  beft  of  my  knoW- 
*  ledge  and  obfervation  he  was  a  great  enemy  to  it,  and 
^  *  haih  often  to  me  fpake  againft  it.     And  as  for  that 

*  called 
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of  the  Protedor. r-Had  he  accepted  the 

king^ 

called  the  Lijlrument  of  Government,  I  never  fpake  with 
my  Lord  St.  John,  either  about  the  whole,  or  any 
part  of  it  (nor  ever  heard  that  any  body  elfe  did)  un- 
til feme  months  after  it  was  publiflied  in  print,  when 
going  to  vifit  him  after  a  long  and  dangerous  ficknefs, 

he  told  me,  he  had  juit  then  read  our  govern- 

meTitj  and  talcing  it  up  in  his  hand^,  he  caft  it  from 
him  in  great  diflike,  and  fayed,  is  this  all  the  fruit  the 
nation  (hall  have  of  their  warre  ?  or  words  to  that 
purpofe;  and  then  tooke  occaTion  to  fpeak  much  a- 
gainft  it.  And  as  he  had  nothinge  to  doe  in  fettinge 
Up  this  government,  foe  neither  was  there,  foe  farr  as 
I  knowe  or  have  heard,  any  communication  of  coun- 
fells  between  Oliver  and  him,  msdtately  or  ymmc- 
diately,  touchiiTge  the  man^ement  of  any  part  of  the 
publique  affairs,  my  Lord  St.  John  always  refufinge  to  v 

meddle  in   any  thinge,  but  what  concerned    his  place 
as  a  judge  ;  and  in  that  he  refufed  to  proceed  upon  any 
of  the  laws  made  under  that  government  j  for  which 
he  was  complayned  of  to  the  counfell,  and  it  was  im- 
puted to  his  example,  that   the  judges  refufed  to  adl 
upon  the  Taft  high  court  of  juifice.     Nor  was  hee 
(to  my  knowledge)  advifed   with  in  the  Petition  and 
Advici.     The  truth  is,  that  my  Lord  St.  John  was  fo 
far  from  being  a  confident,  that  feme,  who  loved  and 
valued  him,  had   fomething  to  doe  to   prcferve  him  (r)  Thur- 
under  that    government  (r).'     In    a   letter  to   i/fTjry'oe,  vol.  vli. 
Cromweli dited  i6  December,  1656,  he  fays,  'His- high- P"  9 ''^' 
ntfle  meetes  with  his  tryals  here  at  home  of  all  forts, 
beinge  under  daylye  exercifes  from  one  hand  or  other ; 
and  1  wifll  he  may  not  have  occafion   to  fay.  My  fa- 
miliar friends,  in  whom  I  trufted,  have  lifted  up  the.,  y,- 
heele  againft  me  (i).'     It  appears  alfo  from  a  variety  p.  708. 
of  Mr.  Secretary's   letters,  that  the  Protestor's  govern- 
ment was  clogged   with  great   difficulties,  and  that  the 
oppofition  made  to  it  was  fierce  and  violent.     Jn  a  letter 
^  Henry  C/innwelly  then  major-general  of  the  army  in 

Ire 
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kingfliip,  which  was  offered  by  his   parlia- 
ment, 

Ii^landy  dated  20th  May\  1656,  he  fays,  *  Ble/Ted  be  God, 

*  that  all  things  remain  quiett  in  Ireland-,  foe  they  doe  al- 

*  foe  here.     Both  is  very  much  againft  the  intentions  of 
'  enemies  of  all  forts,  whohave  their  daily  meetinges  for 

*  begcttingc   trouble.     The  Spanyard,  cavaleir,  papifts 

*  and  levellers,  are  ail  come  into  a  confederacy.     Wh^ 

*  monftrous  birth  this  wombe  will  bring  forth,  I  cannot 
'  tell.     They  threaten  hard,  but  I  perceive  they  are  not 

(r)Vol.  T.    *  yet  quite  ready.     The  commonwealths  men  looke  alfo 

P-45'         <  for  a  fudden  turne,  and  hope  they  (hall  play  next  (t)/ 

In  another  letter  written  to  the  fame  16  June,   1656,  he 

fays,  *  Wee  are  yet  very  much  troubled  with  the  iifth- 

*  monarchy-men  and  the  levellers,  whohave  their  con- 

*  ilant  meetinge  to  put  us  in  blood.     By  the  levellers, 

*  I  meane  thofe,  who  pretend  to  a  republique  or  popular 

fti)  U  p.     '  forme  of  government. It  is  certain  it  doth  behove 

JZ2.  '  US  to  have  a  watchful  eye  upon  that  intereft  («).'—— 

There  was  reafon  for  it.    Jigernon  Sydney  (a  name  ever 
venerable  !)    called   Cromweil,  as  he   faid  on  his  tryal,  ' 
(x)  T'Ta^»    *  A  tyrant  every  day  of  his  life,  and  aded  againfl  him 

T  ?l' ./:«.  '  too  (*).' And  to  fuch  a  height  of  refentment  had 

fome  warm  men  or  the  party  earned  it,  as  to  jom  with 
their  old  and  fworn  foes  in  order  to  deftroy  him.     '  The 

*  Jevellers,  Mr.  Thurloe  tells  the  fame  gentleman,  in  a 

*  letter  dated  December  9,   1 656,  are  very  buiffie,  and 

*  are  in  perfe£l  conjundlion  with  the  Kinge  of  Spayne. 
'  The  part  they  have  ^rft  undertaken,  is   to  affafinate 

*  my  Lord  Prote6ior,  and  have   laid  the   way  of  doing 
'  it.     This  I  know   with  as  much  certeintye,  as  that 

*  yoiir  lordfhip  is  in  !>  eland.     I  trufl  the  Lord  will  dif- 

*  fapoint  them,  as  he  hath  done  j  but  wee  fee  hereby 

(j,)  Vol. «.  «  the   fpirit  of  thefe  men  (>).' ^With  regard  to   his 

'*  ^^        parliaments    after   his    afTuming  the  protectorate,    they 

were  compofed  of  men,  a  good  part  of  whom  were  his 
ill-willers.     *  In  the  debates,  concerning  Cromivell^s  ac- 

*  cepting  the  crown,  fome  of  the  cavalier  party,  or  ra- 

*  ther  their  children,  came  to  bear  fome  Ihare.     They 

'  were 
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ment,  a  firmer  fettlenoent  and  a  milder  ad- 

mini- 


were  then  all  zealous  commonweaJths-men,  accord- 
ing to  the  dire6tions  ("eiit  them  from  thofe  about  the 
King.  Their  bufinefs  was  to  oppofe  Cromwell  on  all 
demands,  and  fo  to  weaken  him  at  home,  and  expofe 
him  abroad.  When  fome  of  the  ojher  party  took  no- 
tice of  this  grent  change,  from  being  the  abettors  of 
prerogative  to  become  the  patrons  of  liberty,  they 
pretended  their  education  in  the  court,  and  their  ob- 
ligation to  it  had  engaged  them  that  way ;  but  now 
fince  that  was  out  of  doors,  they  had  the  common 
principles  of  human  nature  and  the  love  of  liberty  in 
them.  By  this  means,  as  the  old  republicans  afTifted 
and  protected  them,  fo  at  the  fame  time  they  ftrength- 
ned  the  fadtion  againft  Cromtuell.  But  thefe  very  men 
at  the  reftoration  (hook  off  this  difguife,  and  reverted 
to  their  old  principles  for  a  high  prerogative  and  ab- 
folute  power.  They  faid  they  virere  for  liberty,  when 
it  was  a  mean  to  diftrefs  one  who  they  thought  had  no 
right  to  govern  ;  but  when  the  government  returned  to 
its  old  channel,  they  were  ftill  z%  firm  to  allpreroga-  r^;)  gurnet, 
live  notionSi  and  as  great  enemies  to  liberty  as  ever  (z).'  vol.  i.  p.  70. 
-In  certain   conjun£lures  this    may  again  happen. 


notwithflanding  the  fmooth  talk  of  coalition  or  extinc- 
tion of  parties  ! 

Mr,  Maidjlone  fpeaking  of  the  Protedlor's   firfl  par- 
liament,   fays,    *  The  houfe  confiding  of  many   difo- 

*  bliged  perfons  (fome  upon  the  icing's  account,  and 
'  others  upon  a  pretence  of  right  to  fit  upon  the  for- 

*  mer  foundation,  as  not  being  legally,  though  forcea- 

*  bly,  diflblved  ;    and  others   judging  that   the  powers 

*  given  by  the  inflrument  of  government   to  the  Pro- 

*  tedor  were  too  large;  profefling  that  though  they  were 

*  willing  to  truft  him,  yet  they  would  not  truft  his  fuc- 
'  ceflbrs  with  fo  large  a  jurifdi£lion)  fell  into  high  ani- 
'  mofities ;  and  after  five  months  fpent  in  framing  ano- 

*  ther  inftrument  inftead  of  the  former  (which  they  faid 
J  they  could  no(  fwallow  without  cliewing)  they  were 

*  by 
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mlniftration  might  have  taken  place:  but  hrr 

moft 


(«)Thnrloc,'  by  the  Proteflor  diflblved  (a).'     Mr.  IVhitlock  informs* 
vol.  1.  p.     usj  «  That  this  parliament  continued  their  debates  touch- 
'  ^'  *  ing  the  government,  wherein  many  things  were  fpokcn, 

'  which    gave  great  offence    to  the  Protedor  and  his 

*  council,  and  caufe   of  fufpicion  that  no  good   was  to 
(^)P.  6io.  *  be  ejcpcf^ed  from' them    [b).'      Many  of  thefe  fanje 

men,  in  fpight  of  court  influence,  were  chofen  in  the 
next  parliament,  and  Cromwe'l,  that  matters  might  go 
on  the  more  fmoothly,  ordered  them  to  be  denied  ad- 
mittance. In  purfuance  however  of  the  humble  Peti- 
tion and  Advice.,  as  before  mentioned,  they  afterwards 
took  their  feats,  and  gave  the  Protector  great  vexation' 
by  fpurning  at  the  new  ere(5led  houfe  oi  Lords,  and 
controverting  their  title.  I  need  not  add  that  the  go- 
vernment was  continually  alarmed  with  plots  and  con- 
fpiracies,  and  that  juries  were  but  ill  difpofed  to  do  juf- 

tice  on  ftate  criminals. Thefe  are  fome  of  the  chief 

arguments  that  may   be  urged   in  favour  of  the  violent 
and  illegal  Tk&s  of  Cromwell ^     His  fituation  and  circum- 
itanees  were    perplexed  and  dangerous,  and   would  he 
feeure  himfelf,  or  thofe  who  depended  on  him,  feverity' 
aad   rigour    feemed    requifite *  What   would   yoti- 

*  have  ene  in  my  ftation  do?  faid  he  to  fome  who  talked 

*  to  him  about  his  excefles  and   ufurpation.     He  was 

*  well  anfwcred,  fays  Mr.  Gordon,  Sir,  we  would  have 
'  nobody  in  your  ftation.     To  vindicate  murder  conti- 

*  mies  this  writer,  froit*  the  neceffity  of  committing  it, 

*  in  order  to  conceal  robbery ;  is  to  argue  like  a  mur-' 

*  derer  and  a  robber ;  but  it  is  honeft  logic,  to  reply,' 
*r  Do  not  r«bi* and  then  you    need  not  be   tempted  to* 

*  murdtr;  but-  if  you  will  do  one,  and   confequently 

*  both,  remember  that  puni(bment  does  or  ought  to  fol- 
'  low  crigies,  artd    the  more  crimes  the  more  puniOl-* 

*  menf.     If,  by  a  repetition  of  crimes,  you  become  too* 

*  mighty  to  be  punilhed,  you  muft  be  content  to  be  ac-' 

*  curfed  and  abhorred  as  an  enemy  to  human  race ;  you' 
«  muft  expedt  to  hav«  ail  moR  for-  your  enemies,  as  you 

.     "  '  ar© 
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inoft  intimate  friends  (aaaa)  oppofing,  he, 


con- 


*  are  an  enemy  to  all  men  ;  and  fince  you  make  fport  of 

*  the  lives  and  liberties  of  men,  you  nmft  not  wonder, 

*  nor  have  you  a  right  to  complain,  if  they  have  all  of  W  Dlfcour- 
'  them  memories   and  feeline,  and  fome  of  them  cou-  ["  °"  T'^?' 

Cr  '  tUS       vol.    1V» 

*  rage  and  fwords  (r ).'     It  would  be  injuftice  however  to  p.  207. 
Cromwell^  not  to   add,   that  his  feverities  were  but  few,  izn-.o. 
and  thofe  exercifed  only  on  real  criminals,  as  the  laws  ^""'''  *''53' 
then  flood. 

(aaaa)  He  refuftd  the  offer ed  kingfkip.']  CrcmweU 
was  no  enemy  to  the  name  or  office  of  King.  He  had 
helped  to  pull  down  and  punifh  Charles,  but  he  was  dif- 
pofed  enough  to  fit  on  the  throne.  The  times  then 
would  not  bear  it.  But  in  a  few  years  he  thought  fe- 
rioufly  of  the  afFair,  and  was  inclined  to  try  t'-e  expe- 
riment. Prudence  however  retrained  him.  But  when 
he  had  got  a  parliament  to  his  mind,  as  that  called  in 
1656,  in  the  beginning  was,  it  was  no  longer  to  be  de- 
layed. *  The  feitlement  of  the  nation  was  deliberated 
'  on,  and  a  writing  framed,  which  the  parliament  ftiled 

*  The  humble  petition  and  advice  cf  the  parliament  of  Eng;- 

*  land,  Scotland   and  Ireland  to  his  highnefs.'     '  The 

*  firft  bufinefs  of  it  v/as,  fays  Whitlock,  for  the  Protec- 

*  tor  to  have  the  title  of  King.'     *  This  petition  and 
'  advice  was  prefented   to   his   highnefs   by  the  houfe, 

I    *  and  he  defired  that  a  committee  might  be  appointed  to 

»  confer  with  him  about  it  (i).'     Accordingly  a  com-  ('')  ^-  ^55* 
mittee  was  appointed,  who  on  the  16th  of  yf/>r/7,  165^, 

*  Had  audience  of  his  highnefs,  and  gave  him  fuch  rea- 

*  fons  as  he  declared  to  be  weighty,  and  to  require   de- 

*  liberation,    and  therefore  defired  fome  time   till   the 

'  next  afternoon  to  yive  anfv.er  to  them  [e).'*     In  tlii*^  (f) Journals, 
conference  it  was  urged  by  th-e  lawyers,  particularly  by 
k-i  the  lord  chief  juflice  Glnne^    *  That   the  office  of  a 
!     *  King  was  a  lawful  office,  and  a  title  too,  approved  of 

*  by  the   word   of  God :  that  it  was  an  office   that  had 

*  been  exercifed    in  the   nation,  from   the   time  (>f  its 
'  being  a  nation,  and  that  there  never  had  been  a  quar- 

I  i  '  rcl 
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contrary  to  his  own  inclinations  and  fuppofe^ 

intereft, 

*  rel  with  the  office,  but  the  male  adminiftration— — 


The  name  of  King,  laid  he,  is  a  name  known  by  the 
law,  and  the  parliament  doth  deiire  that  your  high- 
nefs  would  aflume  that  title.  Thefe  are  the  grounds 
why  the  parliament  make  it  their  humble  advice  and 
requeft  to  your  highnefs,  that  you  would  be  pleafed  to 
aflume  that  title  ;  and  I  think  there  is  fomeihing  more 
in  it :  you  are  now  Lord  Proteftor  of  the  three  na- 
tions by  the  InJIrument^  and  there  is  a  claufe  of  this 
government  that  you  fliould  govern  according  to  law, 
and  your  highnefs  is  fworn  to  that  government.  The 
parliament  doth  apprehend  that  it  is  almoft  impofiible 
for  your  highnefs  to  anfwer  the  expe£lation  of  the  peo- 
ple to  be  governed  by  the  laws,  becaufe  you  are  fo  tied 
up,  that  neither  they  can  rationally  cail  for  it,  nor  you 
confcientioufly  do  it,  and  fo  there  is  neither  Lord  Pro- 
tector, nor  the  people  upon  a  fure  eftabiifhment.  For 
here  flands  the  cafe :  a  King  hath  run  through  (o  ma- 
ny ages  in  this  nation,  and  hath  governed  the  nation 
by  that  title  and  ftyle,  that  it  is  known  to  the  law ; 
for  the  law  of  the  nation  is  no  otherwife,  than  what 
hath  been  a  cuftom  to  be  pradtifed,  as  is  approved  by 
the  people  to  be  good.  That's  the  law,  and  nothing 
elfe,  excepting  acts  of  parliament.  And  now  they 
have  been  governed  by  that  title,  and  by  that  minifter, 
and  by  that  office,  if  fo  be  your  highnefs  fliould  do 
any  act,  and  one  fhould  come  and  fay.  My  Lord  Pro- 
tecSlor,  why  are  you  fworn  to  govern  by  the  law,  and 
'  you  do  thus  and  thus  as  Lord  Proteifior? Do  I  ? 

•  Why  how  am  I  bound  to  dor Why,  the  King 

could  not  have  done  fo. Why,  but  1  am  not  King, 

•  I  am  not  bound  to  do  as  the  King,  I  am  Lord  Pro- 
■  tector;  ftiew  me  that  the  law  doth  require  me  to  do 

it  as  Protedtor;  if  I  have  not  a<Sled  as  Protector,  fl:ev/ 

'  me  where  the  law  is. Why  you  put  any  one  to  a 

'  flumble  in  that  cafe. 

«  This 
8 
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intereft,   declined  itj  and  after  experiencing 

many 

•  This  is  one  thing  that  I  humbly  conceive,  did  ftick 
in  the  parliament  as  to  that  particular.  Another  thing 
is  this:  you  are  Proteftor,  which  is  a  new  office  not 
known  to  the  law,  and  made  out  of  doors :  you  are 
called  upon,  that  you  would  be  pleafed  to  accept  the 
office  of  a  King,  that  is,  by  the  whole  people.  It's 
the  firft  government  that  fmce  thefe  troubles  hath 
been  tendred  by  a  general  and  univerfal  confent  of  the 
people.  Another  thing  is  this, — If  any  man  fhould 
find  fault  with  them  and  fay,  why  how  came  you  to 
make  governments  in  this  cafe  ?  the  anfwer  is, — We 
are  a  parliament,  and  have  your'fuffrage;  you  have 
ever  trufted  us  with  all  your  votes,  and  we  will  juf- 
tify  it :  but  befides  we  have  not  done  it  neither ;  we 

have  but  fettled  it  upon  the  old  foundations. Then 

the  kingftiip ;  however  fome  may  pretend  a  King's 
prerogative  is  fo  large  we  know  it  not,  it  is  not 
bounded. But  the  parliament  are  not  of  that  opi- 
nion.— The  King's  prerogative  is  known  by  law :  if 
he  ftiould  expatiate  it  beyond  the  duty,  that  is  the  evil 
of  the  man  :  but  in  TVeJiminJier-hiW  the  King's  prero- 
gative was  under  the  courts  of  juftice,  and  was  bound- 
ed as  well  as  any  acre  of  land,  or  any  thing  a  man 
hath,  as  much  as  any  controverfy  between  party   and 

party. And  therefore  the  office  being  lawful  in  its 

nature,  known    to   the  nation,  certain   in   itfeU',  zndi  '^p^?^^^' 
confined  and  regulated  by  the  law,  and   the  other  of-  p^iel^And 
fice  not  being  fo,  that  was  a  great  ground  of  the  rea-  Parliimen- 
fon  why  the  parliament  did  fo  much   infift  upon   this  **Y^'''*"^^' 

office,  not  as  circumftantial,  but  aseflential  (/)  ' ^g'  "'"*  ^* 

Vvhat  foice  there  is  in  all  this  the  gentlemen  of  the  long 
robe  can  beft  determtne.  'Tis  certain  it  would  not  have 
been  judged  found  doftrine  by  thofe  who  poflefled  the 
fupreani   authority  of  the    commonwealth  of  England^ 

after  the  death  f;f  Charles. Lord   Eroghill.,    after 

mentioning  fome  things  of  a  like  nature,  proceeded  to 

the  advantages  which  would  accrue  to   his  highnefs  and 

I  t  2  the 
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many  troubles  and  vexations   in   his  govern- 
ment. 


(p)  See  Cla- 
rendon, vol. 

Ti.    p.  589. 


the  people  In  accepting  the  crown  which  was  then  ten- 
dered.— '  By  your  highnefs's  bearing  the  title  of  King,- 
faid  he,  all  thofe  that  obey  and  ferve  you,  are  fecured 
by  a  law  made  lonz  before  any  of  our  differences  had 
a  being,  in  the  lid  Hen.  7  (^),  where  a  full  provifioir 
is  made  for  the  fafcty  of  thofe  who  ihall  ferve  who- 
ever is  King :  'tis  by  that  law  that  hitherto  our  ene- 
mies have  pleaded  indemnity;  and  by  your  afluming 
what  is  now  defired,  that  law  which  hitherto  they 
pretended  for  their  difobedience,  ties  them  even  by 
their  own  profelEon  and  principles  to  obedience.  And 
I  hope  taking  off  all  pretences  from  fo  numerous  a 
party  may  not  be  a  thing  unworthy  confideration; 
That  law  feems  very  rational ;  for  it  doth  not  provide 
for  any  particular  perfon  or  family,  but  for  the  peace 
and  fafety  of  the  people,  by  obeying  whoever  is  in  that 
office  and  bears  that  title.  The  end  of  all  govern- 
ment is  to  give  the  people  juftice  and  fafety  ;  and  the 
heft  means  to  attain  that  end  is  to  fettle  a  fupream 
magiftrate.  It  would  therefore  feem  very  irrational, 
that  the  people  having  attained  the  end,  fliould  de- 
cline that  end  only  to  follow  the  means,  which  are  but 
conducing  to  that  end  ;  fo  that  if  the  title  and  office 
of  King,  be  vefted  in  your  high:  efs,  and  that  there- 
by the  people  enjoy  their  rights  and  peace,  it  wou'd 
be  little  lefs  than  madnefs,  for  any  of  them  to  caft  ofF 
thofe  bleffings,  only  in  order  to  obtain  the  fame  ends 
under  another  perfon.  There  is,  added  his  lordfliip, 
at  prefent  hut  a  divorce  between  the  pretending  King 
and  the  imperial  crown  of  thefe  nations  ;  and  we 
know  that  perfons  divorced  may  marry  again ;  but  if 
the  perfon  be  married  to  another,  it  cuts  ofF  all  hope; 
Thefe  mav  be  fome  of  thofe  rcafons,  which  invited 
the  parliament  to  make  that  defire,  and  give  that  ad- 
vice to  your  hichnefs  <f  ailuming  the  title  of  King. 
There  is  another,  and -a  very  itron^  ( ne,  which  is, 
that  now   they  have  a^uaily  given  you  that  advice ; 

'  and 
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ment,  he  died  (of  a  double  tertian  ague)  on 

the 


*  and  the  advices   of  parliaments  are  things  which  al- 

*  ways  ought,  and  therefore  I  am  confid.'^nt  will  carry 
«  with  them  very  great  force  and  authority  :  nor  doth 
'  this  advice  come  fingly,  but  accompanied  with  many 

*  other   excellent  things,  in   reference  to  our  civil  and 

*  fpiritual  liberties,  which  y(?ur  highnefs  hath  borr>e  a 

*  juft  and  fignal  teftimony  to.  It  is  alfo  a  parliament, 
'  who  have  given  unqueftionabic  proofs  of  their  afFec- 

*  tion  to  your  highnefs;  and  who,   if  liftned   to  in  this  ,^^Claren- 
'  particular,    will   be  thereby   encouraged   to  give  youdun,  p.  27. 

*  more  (/>).' Thcfe  arguments  no  doubt  had  great^""^?-^*- 

force  with  Crom-u-e.'/y  who  long  ago  had  thought  much  (;)  gee  note 
on  the  fubjeft  (/).     To   fettle  and  fecure  the  peace  of(w\v). 
the  nation,  to  conciliate  the  minds  of  the  adverie  party, 

and  eftablifh  himfelf  and  family  on  the  throne  in  a  legal 
manner,  were  indeed  worthy  both  the  am.bition  and 
public-fpiritednefs  of  the  man.  But  his  fituation  re- 
quired caution ;  he  had  difficulties  to  encounter,  and  f'""- 
therefore  took  time  to  ballance.  This  will  be  beft  ex- 
plained by  the  following  quotations.  Mr.  Maidjlone 
tells  us,    *  That  the   Protedor  would  have  clofed  with 

*  the  parliament,  as  he  thought,  in  this  affair,  not  out 

*  of  luft  to  that   title,  (I  am  perfwaded,  fays  he,)  but 

*  out  of  an    apprehenlion    that   it  would  have  fecured, 

*  in  a  better  way,  the  nation's  fettlement :  but  the  party, 

*  to  whom  the   Protestor  ever  profefTed  to  owe  himfelf 

*  (being  of  the  generality  of  his  (landing  friends)   rofe 

*  fo  high  in  oppoiition  to  it  (by  reafon  of  the  fc.nndai, 
'  that  thereby  would  fail  upon  his  perfon  and  profefiion) 

*  as    it   diverted    him,  and  occafioned  him  to  take  in- 

*  veftiture  in  his  government,  though  from  them,  y5t  c^.)  Thurloe 

*  under  his  former  title  of  Protector  [k)* It  appears  vol.  i.  p. 

from  a  letter  of  T/??r/r/o^'s  to  He':ry  CrcmvucU^  dated  21 ''^5" 
April,   1657,  that   the  Proteflor   deliberated    much  on 

the   affair,  and   kept  every  body  in  fufp;;nce  about  it. 

*  Certainly,  fays  he,  his    highnefs  hath  very  great  dif- 

*  fjculties  in  his  owne  minJe,  although  he  hath  had  the 

\\   I  '  cleareft 
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the  third  of  Seftember,  one  thoufand  fix  hun? 

dred 


f  Thorlce, 
voL  vi.  p. 

*9- 


cleared  call  that  ever  man  had  ;  and  for  ought  I  fee, 
the  parliament  will  not  be  perfwaded,  that  there  can 
be  any  fettlenaent  any  other  way.  The  title  is  not 
the  queftion,  but  it's  the  office,  which  is  kncwne  to 
the  laws  and  this  people.  They  know  their  duty  to 
a  Kinge,  and  his  to  them^  Whatever  el(e  there  is 
will  be  wholly  new,  amd^Dtrhothing  elfe  but  a  proba- 
tioner, and  upon  the  next  occafion  will  be  changed 
againe.  Befide?,  they  fay,  the  name  Proteflor,  came 
in  by  the  fword  out  of  parliament,  and  will  never  be 
the  ground  of  any  fettlement  j  nor  will  there  be  a  free 
parliament  foe  long  as  that  continues ;  and  as  it  fa- 
vours of  the  fword  row,  foe  it  will  at  laft  bringe  all 
thinges  to  be  military.  Thefe  and  other  confidera- 
tions,  make  men,  who  are  for  fettlement,  fleady  in 
their  refolutions  as  to  this  government  now  in  hand  ; 
not  that  they  luft  after  a  Kinge,  or  are  peevifh  upon 
any  account  of  oppofition  ;  but  they  would  lay  foun- 
dations of  libertye  and  freedome,  which  they  judge 
this  the  next  way  to.  My  Lord  Deputy  [FUctwcod'l 
and  General  Defbroite,  oppofe  themfelves  with  all 
earnefinefs  againft  this  title,  but  think  the  other 
things  in  the  petition  and  advice  are  very  honeft:.  The 
other  gentleman  \_Lan:beit  I  fuppofej  ftands  at  dif- 
tance,  has  given  over  his  oppofition,  and  lets  thinges 
take  their  owne  courfe.  Many  of  the  foldiers  are  not 
only  content,  but  are  very  well  fatisfied  with  this 
change.  Some  indeed  grumble,  but  that's  the  moft, 
for  ought  I  can  perceive.  And  furely  whatever  refo- 
lutions his  highnefs  takes,  they  will  be  his  owne,  there 
beinge  nothing  from  without,  that  fhould  be  any  con- 

ftreint  upon  him,  either  to  take  or  refufe  it  (/).' 

On  the  5th  of  May  the  Secretary  informs  the  fame  gen- 
tleman, that  Fleetwod and  Dejbrowe  feemed  to  be  very 
much  fixed  againft  the  Protedlor's  beinge  King,  *  And 
*  fays  he,  fpeak  of  nothing  but  giving  over  their  c  m- 
'  mands :  and  all  imployment,  if  he  doth  accept  that 

*  title  J 
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dred  fifty-eight ;  aged  fomewhat  more  than 
iifty-nine  years  and  four  months.     By  Eliza- 

bethj 

*  title;  others  alfo,  fpeak  the  fame  language;  fo  that  ["^ '^^J"''. 
*■  our  difficulties  are  many  (/w).'  p.  261. ' 

But  Crcmwdl,  who  had  been  ufed  to  difficulty  and  op- 
pofition,  was  not  eafily  to  be  daunted.  He  took  thofe 
meafures  which  prudence  fuggefted,  and  endeavoured  to 
win  over  his  old  friends  by  tallery  and  perfwafion.  From 
time  to  time  he  delayed  giving  his  anfwer  on  this  im- 
portant fubje6l,  and  tried    by  *  all  polfible   means,   fays 

*  Ludlow.,    to  prevail   with  the  officers  of  the   army  to 

*  approve  his  defign ;  and  knowing  that  lieutenant-gene- 

*  ral   Fleetwood  and  col.  Deflrowe  were  particularly  ar 

*  verfe  to  it,  he  invited  himfelf  to  dine  perfonally  with 
'  the  colonel,  and   carried  the  lieutenant-general  with 

*  him,  where  he  began  to  droll  with  them  about  mo- 

*  narchy,  and  fpeaking  (lightly  of  it,  faid  it  was  but  a 

*  feather  in  a  man's   cap,  and  therefore  wondered    that 

*  men  would  not  pleafe  children,  and  permit  them  to 
'  enjoy  their  rattle.  But  he  received  from  them,  as 
'  col.  Dejbroive  fince   told   me,  fuch  an   anfwer  as  was 

*  not  at  all  futable  to  his   expedlations  or  defircs.     For 

*  they  aflured  him  there  was  more  in  this  matter  than 

*  he  perceived ;  that  thofe  who  put  him  upon  it  were 

*  no  enemies  to  Charles  Stuart  ;  and  that  if  he  accepted 
^  of  it,  he  would  infallibly  draw  ruin  on   himfelf  and 

*  friends.  Having  thus  founded  their  inclinations,  that 
'  he  might  conclude  in  the  manner  he  had  begun,  he 
'  told  them  they  were  a  couple  of  fcrupulous  fellows, 
'  and  fo  departed.     The  next  day  he  fent  a  meflage  to 

*  the  houfe,  to   require  their  attendance  in  the  painted 

*  chamber  the  next  morning,  defigning  as   all  men  be- 

*  lieved,  there  to  declare  his  acceptance    of  the  crown. 

*  But  in  the  mean  time  meeting  with  col.  Dejhrowe  in 
'  the  great  walk  of  the  park,  and  acquainting  him  with 
'  his  refolution,  the  colonel  made  anfwer,  that  he  then 

*  gave  the  caufe  and  CrojniueWs  family  alfo  for  loft  ; 
^  adding,  that  though  he   was  refolvcd  never  to  adt 

114.  '  agaiul^ 
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betbt  his  only  wife,  he  had  feveral  children, 
of  whom  fix   furvived  him,  viz,  two  fons 

and 


{a)  Ludlow, 
^o'  ii.  p. 
586. 


againft  him,  yet  he  would  not  a£l  for  him  after  that 
time ;  fo  after  feme  other  difcourfe  upon  the  fame 
liibjedt,  Dejbrcive  went  home,  and  there  found  col. 
Pride,  whom  CroiffwcU  had  knighted  with  a  faggot- 
fiick;  and  having  imparted  to  him  the  defignof  CVom- 
ijcell  to  accept  the  crown.  Pride  anfv/ered  he  Ihall 
not :  Whj',  faid  the  colonel,  how  wilt  thou  hinder 
it?  To  which  Pride  replied,  get  me  a  petition  drawn, 

'  and  I  will  prevent  it  (»)-' A  petition  was  drawn, 

and  by  colonel  Majm,  in  the  naqae<jf  4ivers  officers  of 
(e)Joarnals,  (hg   army,  delivered    to   the.  houfe.  May  ^^    1657  (a;. 
The  contents  of  it  were  to  this  purpofe :.  '  That  they 

*  had  hazarded  their  lives  againft  monarchy,  and  were 

*  ftiil  ready  fo  to  do,  in  defence  of  the  liberties  of  the 
'  nation :  that  having  obferved   in  fome  men  great  en- 

*  deavours  to  bring  the  nation  again  under  their  old 

*  fervitude,  by  preffing  their  general  to  take  upon  him 

*  the  title  and  government  of  a  King,  in  order  to  de- 

*  flroy  him,  and  weaken  the  hands  of  thofe  who  were 
\              '  faithful  to  the  pubiick ;  they  therefore  humbly  defired 

^  *  that  they  would  difcountenance  all  fuch  perfons  and 
'  endeavours,  and  continue  ftedfafl  to  the  old  caufe, 
for  the  prefervation  of  which,  they  for  their  parts, 
were  moft  ready--to  lay  down  their  lives. This  pe- 
tition jvas  Tubfcribed  by  two  colonels,  feven  lieuten- 
^ne^^olonels,  eight  majors,  and  fixteen  captains,  who 
with  fuch  ofrcers  in  tiie  houfe  as  were  of  the  fame 
opinion,  made  up  the  majority  of  thofe  relating  to 
that  part  of  the  army  which  was  then  quartered  about 
the  town.  It's  difficult  to  determine  whether  the  houfe 
or  Cromuell  was  more  furprized  at  this  unexpected 
addrefs ;  but  certainly  both  were  infinitely  diiturbed 
at  it.  As  foon  as  the  notice  of  it  was  brought  to 
Crcmwc'.lj  he  fent  for  lieutenant-general  Fleetwcod, 
and  told  him,  that  he  wondered  he  would  fufFer  fuch 
a  petition  to  proceed    fo  far,  which  he  might  have 

'  hin- 
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and  four  daughters,  i.  Richard  his  fuc- 
c^fibr,    married    to   the    eldefl    daughter  of 

.  Richard 

*  hindered,  fince  he  knew  it  to  be  his  refolution  not  to 

*  accept  the  crown  without  the  confent  of  the  army ; 
'  and  therefore  defired  him  to  haften  to  the  houfe,  -and 

*  to  put  them  ofF  from  doing  any  thing  farther  therein. 

*  The  lieutenant-genera!  immediately  went  thither,  and 

*  told  them  that  the  petition  ought  not  to  be    debated, 

*  much  lefs  to  be  anfwered  at  this  time,  the  contents  of 

*  it  being  to    defire  them  not  to  prefs  the  Protector  to 

*  be  King,  whereas   the  prefent  bufinefs  was  to  receive 

*  his  anfwer  to  what  had  been  formerly  offered  him, 
'  and  therefore  defired   that  the  debate  of  it  might  be 

*  put  off,  till    they  had   received  his  anfwer.     To  this 

*  the  houfe  having  confented,  they   received  a  meflage 

*  from  C>o/.we!I,  that   inftead    of  meeting  him    in  the 

*  painted  chamber,  which  was  the  place  where  he  ufed 

*  to  give  his  confent,  they  would  meet  him  in  the  ban- 
'  quetting-houfe  :  fo   the  m.embers   came  to  Whiiehall^ 

*  and  Cromwell  with  great  oflentation  of  his  felf  denyal  (/>)  Ludiow, 
'  re fu fed  the   title   of  King  (p).'     Tiiis  refufal  was  on^°'*  "•  P* 
the  1 2  th  oi  May,   1 65  7.     The  conclufion  of  the  fpeech 

made  by  the  Proteiior  on  this  memorable  occafion,  was 
in    thefe  words :  '  I  fliould  not   be    an  honeft   man,  if 

*  I   fhould  not   tell  you,  that  I  cannot   accept   of  the 

*  government,  nor  undertake  the  trouble  and  charge  of 
'  it;    which   I  have  a  little  more  experimented  than 

*  every  body,  what   troubles  and  difficulties    do  befall 

*  men   under  fuch  truils,  and   in  fuch  undertakings  :  I 

*  fay,  I  am  perfvvaded  to  return    this   anfwer  to  you  ; 

*  that  I  cannot  undertake  this  government,    with   the 

*  title  of  King:  and  that  is  my  anfwer  to  this  great  and 

*  weighty  bufinefs    (y).' Mr.    IhurLes  account  of  (a)  journal. 

this  affair,  written  foon  after  it  was  tranfadted,  to  Henry 
Cn/Tiwell,  as  it  in  a  good  meafure  coufirms  the  above 
relation  oi Ludlcivs,  will,  I  believe,  not  be  unaccepta- 
ble to  the  reader.     '  His  f^ighnefl'e,  faith  he,  hath  de- 

'  clared  that  he  could  not  give  his  confent  to  the  par- 

'  liameni's 
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*Sxf^'   ^ich^rd  Major,  Efq  *;    2.  Henry,  who  mar- 
ried a  daughter  of  Sir  Francis  RuJJel  of  Chip-- 

penbam 

*  liament's    advice,    becaufe    of    the   title    Kinge.      I 

*  perceive  this  hath   ftrucke  a    great  dampe  upon  the 

*  fpirits  of  feme,  and  much  raifcd  and  elevated  others. 
'  His  Highneffe  was  pleafed   upon    the  IVednefday  and 

*  Thursday  before,  to  declare  to  feveral    of  the  houfe, 

*  that  he  was  refolved  to  accept  it  with  that  title ;  but 

*  jufl:  in  the  very  nicke  of  ^me  he  took  other  refolu- 

*  tions,  the  three  great  men  profeflinge  their  great  un- 

*  frcenefle  to  aft,  and  fayd,  that  ymmediately  after  his 

*  acceptance  thereof,  they  muft  withdraw  from  all  pub- 

*  lick  ymployment,  and  foe  they  believed  would  feverall 
<  other  officers  of  quality,  that  had  been  engaged  all 
«  alonge  in  this  warre.     Befides,  the  very  morning  the 

*  houle  expeftcd  his  Highnefle  would  have  come  to 
«  have  given   his   confent   to  the  bill,  fome  26  or  27 

*  officers  came  with  a  petition  to  the  parliament,  to  de- 

*  fire  them  not  to  prefTe  his  Highneffe  any  farther  about 
'  kingftip-     The  petition  was  brought  to  the  barr  by 

*  lieutenant-colonel  Mafon,    who  was    the  cheife  man, 

*  who  promoted  it,  and  went  up  and  down  from  man 

*  to  man  to  get  hands  thereunto.     The  petition  was 

*  not  read,  but  layed  by,  and  fome  moved,    that  the 

*  houfe  would  take   it   into  their  confideration,    as  a 

*  breach  of  priviledge;  but  that  was  neither  thought 
(r)  Vol.  -vi. «  fit  to  be  hearkned  unto.  It  is  hard  to  guefle  what 
p.  «8i.        (  ^j)j  ijg  done  next  (r).'     However,  it  was  on  the22d 

of  May  refolved  by  the  parliament  that,  inftead  of  the 
paragraph  relating  to  the  title  of  King  in  the  humble 
petition  and  advice,  the  following  claufe  fliould  be  in- 
ferted  ;  viz.-   *  That  ycur   Highnefs  would    be  pleafed, 

*  by  and  under  the  name  and    ftyle  of  Lord  Protestor 

*  of  the  commonwealth   of  England^  Scciland  and  Ire- 

*  land,  and  the  dominions  and  territories  thereunto  be- 

*  longing,  to   hold  and  exercife  the  office  of  chief  ma- 

*  giftrate  of  thefe  nations  ;  and  to  govern  according  to 

*  3iis   petition   and  advice,  in  all   tilings  therein  con- 

*  tained  j 
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penham  in  Cambridge jlnre.  His  daughters 
were,  i.  Bridget^  married  to  commiflary 
general  Ireton,  and  afterwards  to  lieutenant- 

gene- 

f  tained ;  and  in  all  other  thines  accordlns;  to  the  laws  ^')\°^^^^' 

r     i     r  •  I  L  -r     /   \  >  /^        1       And  Thur- 

*  of  thele   nations   and  not  otherwile  (.«). On  the  loe,  voi.vL 

25th,  the  humble  petition   and    advice   being  prefented  p.  s^^* 

by  the  parliament,  was  folemnly  fworn  to  by  his  High- 

nefs,  who  with  great  pomp  was  then  anew  inaugural-  v^u-^^i^  i,', 

ed  (/) Thus  Cromivell  was  baulked  in   his   hopes  of  account  of 

the  diadem  by  his  near  relations   and   intimate  friends  !  '*  '^  "^^^ 
Men  of  principle  we  may  fuppofe,  who  chofe   rather  ^"^" 
to  difoblige  him,  and  forfeit  their  employments  than  to 
build    again  what  they  had  deftroyed.     Rare  examples 

of  integrity. Had  the  crown  been  placed  on  the  head 

of  the  ProtecSlor,  in  purfuance  of  the  advice  of  the  par- 
liament, 'tis  not  improbable  it  might  have  ftrengthned 
his  own  government,  and  enabled  him  to  tranfmit  to  u  See  the 
pofterity  many  very  valuajjie  priviledges  («<).     Jjut  for  humble Pe- 
want  of  this,  his  hoofe  of  peers  was  of  no  weight ;  his  ^^^°"  ^^^ 
army  was  neceflary,  but  troublefome ;  and  he  was  per- 
petually expofed  to  the  clamours  or  confpiracies  of  fe- 

veral  factions, Certain  'tis,  it  was  eligible  in  his  own 

eye,  and  in  the  eye  of  Thurloe^  and   therefore  it   may 

well  be  fuppo^ed  they  faw  many  advantages  in  it.- 

It  appears  at  firft  fight  that  it  would  have  reftored  the 
conftitution,  as  founded  on  an  original  contract.  As 
mention  has  been  made  more  than  once  of  CrotjiweiTs 
houfe  of  lords,  'tis  proper  the  reader  (hould  have  fome 
information  concerning  them.  I  he  fecond  article  of 
the  petition  and  advice  recommended  the  calling  of  par- 
liaments confifting  of  two  houfes.  This  fuited  well 
with  the  title  of  King,  which  was  at  firfi:  intended  for 
the  Protciftor ;  and  probably,  if  that  had  been  afllimed, 
many  of  the  antient  nobility  and  gentry  would  have 
been  pleafed  to  have  had  feats  in  the  upper  houfe.  But 
though  the  crown  was  refufed,  the  projed  of  a  houfe  of 
lords   was  continued.     The  number  was  noi;  to  exceed 

feventy. 
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general  Fleetwood,  2.  Elizabeth^  wife  to 
^ohn  Cleypok,  Efq;  3.  Mary^  married  to 
jord  Fauconberg.     4.  Frances,  wife  to   Mr, 

Rich, 

feventy,  nor  to  be  lefs  than  forty.  Their  nomination 
v/as  placed  in  the  Protedor,  wih  the  approbation  of 
the  houfe  of  commons.  Cromwell  was  under  fome  dif- 
ficulty about  the  choice.  Some  were  fit,  but  not  wil- 
ling to  ferve;  others  willin;j:  and  defirous,  but  very  un- 
fit. At  length,  on  the  loth  of  December,  1657,  ano- 
ther houfe  was  nominated,  and  writs  iflued  out  for  fum- 
moning  the  members  of  it ;  who  on  the  20th  of  ya- 
Kuary  following,  fat  in  that  which  w^s  formerly  the 
houfe  of  lords.  The  number  of  the  members  of  this 
houfe  were  fixty  two,  among  whom  were  the  earls  of 
Manchejier,  Mulgrave,  and  IVariuick ;  the  lords  Say  and 
Sele^  Fduccnherg,  TVhattsn,  Eure,  and  Howard,  after- 
wards earl  oH  CarVJle;  the  vifcount  Lijle,  eldett  fon  of 
the  earl  of  Le'tcefier,  the  lord  Broghdl,  and  the  earl  of 
CaJJils;'  befides  many  gentlemen  of  the  beft  families, 
fuch  as  Montague,  RuJJ'el,  Holart,  Orjlcw,  St.  Johrif 
Pierpcint,  Crav,  Pophum,  Hampden,  and  others.  In- 
termixed with  thefe  were  men  who  had  rifen  by  their 
own  valour  and  intercfl  from  very  fmall  beginnings  and 
mean  employments;  of  which  fort  were  "jones.  Pride, 
Plewfon,  Barkjlead^  IVhalle),  Goff,  Berry  and  Cooper. 
To  thefe  were  added  the  Proteflor's  two  fons,  his  fons 
in-law  Cleypcle  and  FLetwoid,  the  commiffioners  of  the 
Great  Seal,  and  of  the  treafury,  with  others  of  near 
relation  to  the  court  (*).  All  the  old  nobility,  lord 
Eure  excepted,  refufed  to  fit  in  this  new  afiembly,  on 
account,  1  fuppofe,  of  the  mean  original  of  fome  of  the 
company,  or  of  the  authority  by  which  they  w  ere  convened. 
— However,  they  did  nothing  of  any  importance.  The 
fecluded   members   being   admitted    in:o  the   houfe   of 

(*)  Walkly's  Ntw  Catalogue  jof  Lords,  &c.  and  fecond  Narrative  of 
the  late  Parliament,  &c.  printed  in  the  5th  jcar  of  England's  flavery 
under  its  new  monarchy,     ^to.     1658. 

y^  com- 
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Rich^  grandfon  of  the  Earl  of  JVarwick,  and 
afterwards  to  Sir  John  Riijjel,  of  Chippenham^ 
in  CamhridgePnre. 

la 


commons,  as  before  obferved,  turned  al!  things  againft 
the  court ;  refufed  any  inrercourfe  with  the  new  houfe  of 
lords,  and  behaved   fo  ill   in   the  eye  of  the  proteclor, 

that,  in  great  heat,  he   diflblved   them. This  was 

the  laft  parliament  that  fat  during  Crcmwe'.l'&  life,  *  be 
'  being  compelled  to  wrefcle  with  the  difficulties  of  his 
'  place,  fays  Mr.  Maid/lone,  fo  well  as  he  could,   with-        • 
'  out  parliamentary  alnftance,    and  in  it  met  with    fo 

*  great  a  burden,  as  (I  doubt  not  to  fay  if,  drank  up  his 

*  fpirits,    of   which    his   natural  conftitution  yielded  a 

*  vaftftocke)  aid  brought  him  to  his  grave  («).'     This  QJ^^^'lT' 
'  feems  to  confirm  what  Burnet  fays,  '  that  it  was  ge-      "     *' 

*  neraily  believed  that  his    life  and    all   his  arts    were 

'  exhaui^ed   at    once,  and  that   if  he  had  lived  much  (.v)  vol.  i, 

*  longer,  he  could  not  have  held  things  tcgetl^er  (^).'p- 68. 
Mr.  Coivl y  obferves,  '  that  he  feemed   evidently  to  be 

*  near  the  end  of  his  deceitful  glories,  and  his  own  ar-*(«)D;fcourrc 

*  my  grew  at  laft  as  weary  of  him  as  the  reft  of  the  on  the  go- 

*  people  {y).'     In  another  place  he  tells  us,  *  it  was  be-  ^ernmentof 

*  lieved  Crcmwell  died  with  grief  and  difcontent,  becaufe  cromwell 
'  he  could  not  attain  to  the  honeft  name  of  a  king,  and  p.  96. 

*  the  old   formality  of  a  crown,  though  he  had  before 

*  exceeded  the   power    by   a    wicked    ufurpation/ 

That  care,  anxiety,  difappointment  and  vexation  prey 
on  the  fpirits,  aad  wafte  the  conft4tution,  is  known  to 
all ;  that  thefe  \Vere  the  lot  of  Cromwell^  as  they  are 
of  moft  of  thofe  who  are  placed  on  the  pinnacle  of 
glory,  and  attentive  to  their  duty  and  their  fame,  may 
very  eafily  be  conceived  by  fuch  as  have  read  the  fore- 
going notes;  that  the  government  of  Crcmwell  was 
greatly  embarrafied  by  the  madnefs  of  parties,  the 
eftrangement  of  friends,  and  the  want  of  money  to  pay 
the  armies  which  it  was  necefl'ary  to  keep  on  foot:  1  fay 
that  this  was  fo,  is  too  evident  to  be  denied. But  had 

the 
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In  his  death  he  difplayed  his  wonted 
(bbbb)  firmnefs  and  enthufiafm.  His  bo- 
dy was  buried  with  more  than  regal  mag- 
nificence   (*)    in    Wejlminfter- Abbey,    from 

whence^ 

the  life  of  the  prote£tor  been  prolonged,  'tis  not  impof- 
fible  he  might  have  got  the  better  of  his  difficulties; 
and  maintained  his  poft  in  fpight  of  all  oppofition. 
For  we  are  to  remember  it  was  Cromwell  who  had  dared 
to  feize  the  government;  to  raife  money  by  his  own  au- 
thority ;  to  create  and  difiblve  parliaments ;  to  combat 
with  Kings,  and  to  fcatter  terror  through  the  nations.  — 
By  what  means  he  would  have  done  this,  whether  by 
(«)  Thur-  fecuring  FUettuood  and  Dejbronve,  to  whom  he  owed  his 
toe,  ^°''V"»(]jfappQip{jj^gj^f^  inaflumingthe  crown,  and  calling  ano- 
ther parliament,  muft  be  left  to  the  conjefture  of  the 
reader.  The  latter  he  cer^inly  had  thoughts  of  before 
his  ficknefs  fz). 

(bbbbJ  In  his  death  he  difplayed  his  wonted  fi'mnefs 
and  enthuf:afin'\  '  VVhen  the   fymptoms   of  death,  fays 

*  Mr.  LudliWt  were  apparent  upon  him,  and  many  mi- 
'  niflers  and  others   aflembled   in  a  chamber  at  IP'hite' 

*  hall,  praying  for  him,  whilft   he   manifefted  fo  little 

*  remorfe  of  confcience  for  hrs   betraying  the  publick 

*  caufe,  and  facrificing  it  to  the  idol  of  his  own  ambi- 

*  tion,    that  fome  of  his  laft   words  were  rather    be- 

*  coming  a  mediator  than  a  fmner,  recommending  to 

*  God  the  condition  of  the  nation  that  he  had  fo  in- 

*  famoufly  cheated,  and  expreffing  a  great  care  of  the 
'  people  whom  he  had  fo  manifcftly  defpifed.     But  he 

*  feemed,  above  all,  concerned   for  the  reproaches  he 

*  faid  men  would  caft  upon  his  name,  in  trampling  on 
'  his  aflies  when  dead.     In  this  temper  of  mind  he  de- 

(a)  Vol.  ii.  c  parted  this  life  (a)' — I  fancy  Mr.  Ludiovj  had  in  his  eye 

^     *'        the  following  expreffions  which  CromiveU  is  faid  to  have 

made  ufe  of  in  his  ficknefs,  in  a  prayer  addrefled  to  theSu- 

l*)  The  expence:  of  his  funeral  arc  laid  to  have  amounted  to  eojcoc  1. 

prim  2^ 
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whence,    after  the   reftoration,    it    was    re- 
moved, and  treated  with  all   poffible  indig- 
nity.    His  charadter    has   been   very   diffe- 
rently 


e  and      /ft  />t.^ 
thee,  ' 


preme  Being.     *Lord,  although  I  am  a  miferable  and 

*  wretched   creature,    I    am    in    covenant   with   thee, 

*  through  grace,  and  I  may,  I  will   come   to  thee  for 

*  thy  people,  thou  haft  made  me  (though  very   unwor- 

*  thy)  a  mean  inftrument  to  do  them  feme  good,  and 

*  thee  fervice ;  and  many  of  them  have  fet  too  high  a     / 
'  value  upon  mee,  though  others  wifh,  and  would  be    / 

*  glad  of    my   death ;    but  Lord,    however  thou  doft   ' 

*  difpofe  of  mee,  continue  and  go  on  to  do  good  for(i>)  Collec- 
'  them.     Give    them    confiftency   of  judgment,    one'i°n  o^  ^«- 

«  heart,  and  mutual  love,  and   go  on  to  deliver  themj^^^'^P^^^'f" 

*  and   with  the  work  of  reformation,    and   make   theing  his  late 

*  name  of  Chrift  glorious  in  the  world.     Teach  thofe, f^'sJinefle, 

'  who  look  too  much  upon  thy  inftruments,  to  depend^£^},j^'^£"^_ 

*  more  upon  thyfelf ;  pardon  fuch   as  defire  to  tramplenefs,  by  one 

*  upon  the  duft  of  a  poor  worm,  for  they  are  thy  peo-'^^'^  was 

*  pie  too  (b).' This  was  all  in  chara£ler. 1^w°bed-cham-'* 

or  three  more  of  his  expreffions,  when  death  was  in  hisbc-r.    4C0, 
view,  will   fliew  us  in  what  temper  he  left  the  world.  ^'"*'^- P-**- 

*  Lord,  thou  knoweft,  if  I  do  defire   to   live,  it  is  toLPj^  ^  . 

*  fhew  forth  thy  praife,  and  declare  thy  works  (*)' Seethe  quo- 

Again  he   faid,  'I  would  be  wilhng  to  live  to  be  furt^t«f>n/'oia 

*  ther  ferviceable  to  God  and  his  people,  but  my  work  ^^^"rp, 

'  is  done,  yet  God  will  be  with  his  people.' Thefe 

fayings  fcem  to  evince  the  greatnefs  of  his  mind  ;  the 
main  thing  he  had  in  view,  to  have  been  the  publick 
good  ;  and  ftrongly  confirm  what  is  faid  to  have  been 

the    avowed    opinion   of    the  mod   excellent   Tillotfon^ 

*  That  at  lafl  CromweWs  enthufiafm   got  the  better  of 

*  his   hypocrify.* The  night  before  his  death,  and 

jiot  before,  lord  Fauconberg  fays,  he  declared  his  Ton 
Richard  h\^  fucceffbr,  in  prefcncc  of  four  or  five  of  his  ^'1^'!."''^°'^' 

.,   ,  .  '  r  vol.  VH. 

council  (<:}.  p.  375. 

His 
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rently    (cccc)  reprefented  by  different  per- 

fons ; 

(cccc)  His  charaSier  has  been  v:ry  differently  repre- 
fented.]  Mr.  Thurlof,  in  a  letter  to  H.  Cromwell^  the 
day  after  his  father's  deceafe,  tells  him,  it  *  is  not  to  be 

*  faid,  what  aiFediion  the  army  and  all  people  fhew  to 
'  his  late  highnefs  ;  his  name  is  already  precious.     Ne- 

'  ver  was  there  any  man  foe  prayed  for  as  he  was  duringe  » 

*  his  ficlcnef ,  folemne  afTemblies  meetinge  every  day, 
'  to  befeech  the  Lord  for  the  continuance  of  his  life ; 
'  foe  that  he  is  gone  to  heaven,  embalmed  with  the 
'  tears  of  his  people,  and  upon  the  wings  of  the  pray- 
'  ^^^  °^  ^^^  faints.     He  lived  defired,  and  dyed  lament- 

l©e,  voLvii. '  ^^^  cvcry  body  bemoaning   themfelves,  ard  faying,  a 

P-373'         *  great  man  is   fallen   in  Ijrael  {d).''     Lord  Fauconberg 

ftiles    him  '  the   greateft  perfonage   and    inftrument   of 

...  *  happinefs,  not  only  our  own  but  indeed   any  age  elfe 

P«  37S'        '  ^^^^  produced  {e).' '  I  do  believe,  fays  Mr.  Maid- 

*  Jione,   if  his   ftory  were  impartially   tranfmitted,  and 

*  the  unprejudiced  world  well  pofleft  with  it,  (he  would 

*  add    him   to   her  nine   worthies,  and    make  up  that 

*  number  a  Decemviri,  fie  lived  and  died  in  comfort- 
'  able  communion    with  God,  as  judicious  perfons  near 

fflld  vol  *  hi'"  w^"  obferved.     He  was  that  Mor  dec  a  i  inzt.  fought 

I.  p.  766.     '  the  welfare  of  his   peop'e  (/").' Thefe    are  higli 

eulogiums  from    his   friends,  and,  doubtlefs,  proceeded 
,  ,  .       -  from  the  afFe£tion  and  gratitude  of  thofe  who  uttered 

t n\     /\QP   Or 

Leftis  XIV. them.  Mr.  Voltaire  ftiles  Cromwell  'an  ufurper  worthy 
vol.  i.  i2mo.  *  to  reign  (f )  i'  and  tells  us,  *  he  died  in  the  midfl  of 
P-70'  *  the  projects  he  was  forming  to  ftrengthen  his  own 

*  power,  and  increafe  the  glory  of  his  nation.' And 

*  that  he  left  behind  him  the  reputation  of'  a  dextrous 
'  villain,    an    intrepid  commander,  a   bloody    ufurper, 

(i)Id.  p.  77,  *  and  a  fovereign   that  knew   the  art  of  governing  (/>).' 
Maz.ar.nc^  who  had  abjectly  courted  Cromwel  dur- 
ing life,  and  received  the  law  in  almoft  all  things  from 
him,  after  his  death,   is  faid  to  have  characterized  him 
(i)  Vol,  VI.  35  *  a  fortunate  fool(/).'     J^ord  Clarendon  does  him  lefs 
^'    5J-        injuftice,    I    am    perfwadcd,  moft   readers   will    think, 

whe.A 
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f&ns ;    though  his   memory  was  celebrated 

by 

when  he  defcribes  him  *  as  a  brave  wicked  man.'  I 
will  add  no  more  but  the  following  defcription  of  this 
extraordinary  man,  drawn  by  a  celebrated  and  illuftrious 
pen.  *  Europe,  fays  he,  had  granted  the  furname  of 
'  Great  to  three  fovereigns,  whoteigned  almoft  at  the 
f'fame  time,  namely,  Cromwell^  Lewis  XIV.  and  Pre- 

*  derkk'lViUiam.  To  Cromwell^  for  having  facrificed, 
'  every  civil  duty  to  the  defire  of  reigning  j  for  hav-. 
*»ing    proftituted   his  talents,  which,  inflead    of  being 

*  irfeful  to  his  country,  were  fubfervient  only  to  his' 
'  ani(bition  J  for  having  concealed  his  impoftures  under 

*  the  mask  of  fanaticifm  j  for  having  enflaved  his  coun- 
'  try  under  a  pretence  of  fighting  for  her  liberties  j  for 
•<  becoming  the  executioner  of  his  King,  \yhom  he  fa- 
*^  crificed  to  his  fury:  to  Crcmwell,  a  bold,  cunning, 
*''and  ambitious  man,  but  unjuft,  violent,  and  void  of 
•'  virttic }  a  man,  in  fine,  who  had  great  qualities,  but 

*  never  a  good  one.     Cromwell^  therefore,  did   not  de- 

*  ferve  the  furnaitie   of  Great,  which  is    due  only  to 

*  virtue  •,  and  it  would  be  degrading  Lewis  XIV.  and 
v-'prederitk-JViiham^x.o   compare    them    to  fuch    a  ri- (i)  Memoirs 
^'^tX  {k).^  ■  What  degradation  it  might  be  io  Frederick-  of  Branden- 
JVtll'.am  to  compare  him   with  the  protestor,  I  pretend ''"^'P'^ 53* 
nojt  to  fay  :  but,  with   all  due  fubmiflion,  if  Cromwell 

did  not  deferve  the  furname  of  Great,  much  iefs  did 
Lewis  XIV".  W^hat  were  the  faults  imputed  to  Crom-' 
Wfll?  Diffimulation,  hypocrify,  bringing  Charles  to 
the  block,  and  ingratitude  towards  the  Long  parlia- 
ment.  Let  thefe  crimes   be   weighed    in  the  niceft 

balance,  they  muft' be  light  as  air  when  oppofed  to  thofe 
of  Lewis,  who  was  an  adulterer,  who  was  not  afhamed 
to  confefs  that  he  waged  war  meerly  for  his  glory  (dif- 
daining  fo  much  as  even  to  avow  any  reafonable  pre- 
tence for  overrunning  Holland,  and  fubjcfting  its  inha- 
bitants to  innumerable  woes)  and  wafted  the  fineft 
country  with  fire  and  fword.  Two  cities  and  twenty- 
live  pwns  in  flames  at  one  time,  were  a  fpc6lacle  fuf- 
K  k  ficient 
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by  the  fineft  pens  (dddd)  of  his  agej  andi 

he 


(/)  Voltaire's ficient  to  imprint  the  worft  ideas  of  die  immortal  Lewis., 
L^^-^^-^iv  ^"'^  *^^  godlike  Turenne  (/}.  Where,  but  among  barn^^ 
\v\.\\.  '  barians,  was  fuch  a  fcene  ever  exhibited  ?———Noc, 
1:4.  was  this  ^\\—Lavls  broke  through  all  oaths  and  trea-, 

tie?,  every  thing  facred.     Nothing,  in  a  word,  was  ever » 
equal  to  his  villany.     Witnefs  his  wars  in  Flanders,  his 
breach  of  the  Partition  Treaty,  and,  above  all,  his  revo-. 
cation  of  theedifl  of  Nantz  (at  the  inftigation  of  priefts) 
whereby  thoufands  of  bis  innocent  fubjc£ls  were  ruined, 
his   kingdom  impoverished,  and  its  manufaif^ures  car- 
ried abroad.     Was  there  any  thing  in  CromiveU's  cha- 
lacEler  to  be  compared  with  all  this?- — —Cromwell,  with 
all  his  faults,  had  many  real  virtues.     Not  fo  Lewii :. 
he  was  a  bigot ;  he   was    prieft-ridden ;  fuperftitious  ;- 
with  little  perfonal  valour,  and  much  vanity,;  who,  byt 
for  his  love  and  encouragement  of  the  fine  arts,  would 
have  been  ranked  with  the  Nero!,  thp  Caligulas,  the 
Dcmttians,  the  tyrants  and  deftroyers  of  mankind.     He 
Jid'not  deferve  then  '  the  furname  of  Great,  \yhich  is 
*  due  only  to  virtue.'     The  painting  out  fuch  enemies 
of  libei-ty  and   mankind    in  the  fineft  colours,  by  the 
fineft  jiens,  is  the  greateft  reproach  of  letters,  and  moft^ 
dangerous  to  the  interefts  of  common  huirianity  ;  and, 
y/hat,  I  hope,  will  juftify  the  warmth  of  tj)efe  refieiiion?. 
I   (dddd)   His  ir.cniory  was  celebrated  hy.  the  fivefi  fens 
of  his  oge.l    The   v^Ces.  of  Mr.   JValler^  Drya'en    and_ 
Sprat,  afterwards  bimop  of  Rcchejier,  are  well  knowrn,^. 
Befides  thefe,  I  have  now  before  me  a  pamphlet,  \ri^\ 
brigi2e:"a*'  titled,  *  Mufarum  Cantabrigienfium  Lu6lus  &  Gratul^i^ 
pud  Johan-  *  tio '  ll!e  in  Funere  Oliveri  Angliae,  iScotize  &  Hiber- 
nem  Field,   (  pjg,  Prote£^oris  j  Haec  de  Ricardi  fucceffione  feliciffi-, 
demia;  Ty-" '  ma  ad  cundem  («}.'     In    thp  firfl  copy  of  verfes,  by 
i>ographum.  Tuckney,  mafter  of  $t.  John's    college,  England  is  in- 
f^i^*         troduced  fpea^ingin  the  foilowing  ftrains  ; 

Ergojaccs,  Duxiriagne?  Jaces,  Pater  a! me  ?  |iec  ultjT*^ 
I'^rmitiis  circum  vic^icia  tcmpora  laurum  li 
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he   left  behind    him  a   never-dying    fame. 

Serpere  ?  Pacificos  an  dedignaris  honores  ? 

At  Populi  miferefce  tui,  quibus  ipfe  falutem 

Impertire  foles,  &  qui  tua  fceptra  colebant 

Obfequio  afFefluque  pari.     Sed  Carmina  nulla 

Non  exorandas  potuerunt  fledtere  Parcas. 

Occidit  Anglorum  decus  ingens,  occidit,  eheu  ? 

Gentis  Prefidium  !  Quis  me  jam  vindicet  armis  ? 

Quis  poterit  nimium  dubiis  fuccurrere  rebus  f 

Saepius  ilia  Patrem^  Patrem  triftiffima  dixit, 

EfFuditque  iftas  non  exaudita  querelas.  ^ 

Dr.  IVhtchcot  celebrates  his    mild  government  and 
peaceful  end  in  thefe  lines : 

Sobrius  aufculta  veterum  quid  paglna  narrat. 
Fata  trahunt  homines  cruciatibus  ingeniofos. 
Decumbunt  tremuli  non  ficca  morte  Tyranni, 
Arte  fua  pereant  femper  (juftifiima  Lex  eft) 
Artifices  nequam,  quos  inclementia  pulfat. 
At  Pater  hie  Patriae  non  eft  tormenta  minatus, 
Annofufque  expirat,  &  alta  in  pace  quiefcit. 

Horton^  Minjhuly  Seaman^  celebrate  his  chara£ler  in 
the  higheft  terms,  as  did  TVorthington^  Dillingham,  Jr~ 
rovofmitb,  and  others.  Dr.  Cudworth  has  an  Hebrew 
poem  in  this  colle6tion.  There  was  alfo  publiflied  on 
this  occafion,  *  Beatis  Manibus  inviiliffimi  Herois  Oli- 
*  varii  Magni,  magnse  Britannise  Proteftoris  Parentatio,  („)  Mercu- 
'  Scripta  ab  Equite  Polono/  which  I  have  not  feen  («).  ""'us  Poiiti- 

Thus   was  the  fame  of  Cromwell  founded  abroad  ;  '^"!?  ^°' 
thus  was  he  lamented  on  his  deceafe.     At  the  reftora- 
tion,  indeed,  his    afties  were   trampled  on  (9),  and  his  (0)  Sec  Ap- 
memory    was  branded  ;  but  time,  the  great  friend    to  P^ndix. 
truth,  has,  in  fome  meafure,  cleared  up   his  charadler, 
and  done  juftice  to  his  abilities  ;  and,  if  he  cannot  be 
Tanked   amongft  the    beft,  he,  undoubtedly,    is  to   be 
placed  amongft  the  greateft  of  princes. 

K  k  3  A  P  P  E  N- 
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^opy  of  a  maniifcrlpt  paper ^  writteh^^  it  is  probable ,  about  the 
'  end  of  the  year  1 647,  now,  with  many  other  original  and 

valuable  papers  relating  to  the  civil-wars^  in  the  pojfejjion 
«'^'*/' Hans    Wintrop  Mortimer,  Efq-y    <?/"  Lincoln's-Inn  j 

^ahkh  papers  belonged  formerly  to  col.  Saunders  of  Derby- 

fhire,  colonel  of  a  regiment  of  h.rfe^  &c. 

TH  E  freedome  wee  were  borne  to  is  fo  juftly  due  to 
every  EngUJhman,  that  whoever  fhall  remember  the 
Vehemency  Wherewith  the  people  did  thirft  after  a  parlia- 
ment before  they  had  this  ;  the  zeale  wherewith  they  con- 
tributed to  the  late  warre  for  defence  of  this  freedome  ; 
and  the  fuccefs  wherewith  it  hath  pleafed  God  to  blefle 
thofe  endeavours ;  will  foone  be  fatisfied,  that  there  is  no 
better  caufe  in  the  world  to  engage  upon :  and  therefore, 
the  caufe  wee  undertake  at  prefent,  for  zvhich  wee  carry  our 
lives  in  our  hands,  beinge  the  very  fame,  will  certaynly 
need  no  apology  for  itfelf,  the  only  thinge  that  may  feemc 
ftrange  in  thefe  our  a£lings,  being  the  irregular  manner 
of  profecuting  our  undoubted  rights. 

Herein  wee  defire  it  may  be  confidered,  That  all  ordi- 
nary means,  and  fome  extraordinary,  have  beene  already 
attempted,  and,  after  much  patiente,  proved  altogether 
fruitlefs; 

That  the  parlament  hath  made  noe  other  ufe  of  the 
many  fignal  opportunities  put  into  their  hands,  than  to 
continue  their  fitting  at  IVejlminJler,  and  dividing  the  pub* 
lie  treafure  amongft  themfelves : 

K  k  3  Tha; 
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That  the  chiefe  officers  of  the  army,  (though  pretend- 
ing to  keepe  up  the  forces  under  them  for  the  people's 
good,  and  to  fee  the  fame  accomplifhed  in  a  fhort  time) 
have  yet  made  noe  other  ufe  of  their  power,  than  to  con- 
tinue and  enlarge  their  own  commands: 

That  befides  our  being  diflapointed  of  the  fruit  fo  lorrg 
expected,  and  being  made  more  flaves  every  day  than  other 
to  committees,  and  fundry  other  arbitrary  courfes ;  even 
in  the  moft  legal  proceedings  wee  find  foe  much  corrup- 
tion, tedioufnefle,  chargablene/Ie,  and  obfcurity  pradtifed 
^nd  abetted  by  officers  of  all  forts,  that  the  law  itfelf  it 
become  noe  protedtion  to  us  in  our  properties  or  liberties : 

Wee  find  that  barbarous  courfe  ftill  maintained  of  irr^- 
prifoning  men  for  debt,  thereby  hindering  them  from  the 
life  of  their  lawful  callings ;  though  they  have  nothingc 
elfe  wherewith  to  fatisfy  their  creditors,  or  to  prefervc 
themfelves,  and  their  families  from  ftarvinge  : 

Wee  find  that  the  reftraininge  men's  perfons  att  pleafure, 
without  caufe  rendered,  and  during  pleafure,  v.'as  never 
more  frequent : 

Wee  find  that  tythes,  whofe  beglnninge  was  fuperfti- 
tious,  and  is  found  by  experience  to  opprefs  the  poor  huC- 
bandman,  and  to  be  vexatious  to  all  manner  of  people, 
and  prejudicial  to  the  commonwealth  j  were  never  foe  rl- 
goroufly  and  cruelly  exacted  as  at  prefent : 

Wee  find  taxes  to  be  multiplied  without  number,  or 
hopes  of  end,  and  excife  foe  cruelly  exacted,  that  noe  man 
knows  what  is,  or  what  fhall  be  his  owne;  and  although 
many  millions  of  moneys  haih  been  levied  and  payed,  both 
voluntarily  and  by  compulfion,  yet  noe  accompt  is  given 
how  they  have  beene  expended  ;  but  the  public  debts  are 
dayly  encreafed  inftead  of  beinge  fatisfied,  and  fuch  vaft 
fums  of  money  payed  dayly  out  of  the  public  treafurie  for 
intereft  unto  fome  with  uferers,  as  is  almoft  incredible  : 

Wee  find  the  trade  of  the  nation  (which  the  pariament 
promifed  at  the  firft  to  advance)  to  be  generally  decayed, 
ihat  without  fpeedy  remedy  tiie  nation  cannot  long  fubfift: 

Wee  find  the  poore  to  be  wholly  difreguarded  and  op« 
prefied,  and  thoufands  of  families  fuffered  to  beg  their 
bread,  and  many  to  perifh  with  hunger : 

But  herein  our  condition  hath  beene  rendered  moft  def- 
"jJerate*  that  Wee  have  not  beene  fuffered  to  reprefent  our 
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ftiiferies  to   the  parlament,  and  petition   forredrefs;  but 
perfons  have  beene  imprifoned  for  petitioning,  and  orders 
iflued   out  from  parlament   to  fupprefs   petiti^ons :  Confi- 
dering  therefore  this   deplorable  eftate   of  the  common- 
wealth, and  the  apparent  dimger  of  being  imbroyled   a- 
gaine  each  in  others  blood,  unlefs  a  fpeedy  fettlement  pre- 
vent it ;  and  confidering  not  only,  that  wee  have  attempt- 
ed all  regular  wayes  to   procure  reliefe  for  our  longe  op- 
forefleJ  country,  but  alfo  that  wee  cannot  with  fafeiy  any 
longer  offer  our  grievances  and  defires  to  parlament  in  pe- 
titions ;  and  like  wife  confideringe  that  our  flavery  under 
arbitrary  power  is  occafioned  by  the  want  of  a  fettlement 
of  a  juft  and  equal  government,  which  if  it  were  efta- 
blifhed    would   fpeedily  eafe  us  of  all   our  common  bur- 
thens ;  wee   cannot  bcthinke  ourlelves  of  a  more  probable 
temedy,  than  to  put  ourfelves,  and  invite  our  countrymen 
to  joine  with  us,  in  a  pofture   of  defence,  whereby  wee 
may  be  feciire  from  danger,  and  from  being  prevented  of 
bur  good  intentions  by  the  oppoiltion  of  fuch  as  have  de- 
figned   our  flavery,  while  wee  propound  to  all  our  dear 
countrymen  (who  are  fure  to  bee  concerned  in  fufferinge 
as  much  as  if  they  were  in  office)  fome  certaine  grounds 
of  comnion    right  and    freedoine,  wherein   they  and  wee 
ihight  feereafon  to  agree  amongft  ourfelves,  and  thereupon 
to  eflablifii  a  firme  and  prefent  peace. 

The  particulars  wee  offer  are  as  followeth.         , 

1.  That  a  period  of  time  be  fet,  wherein  this  prefent 
parlament  fhall  certainly  end.  j 

2.  That  the  people  be  equally  proportioned  for  the 
choice  of  the  deputies  in  all  future  parlaments ;  and  that 
ihey  doe  of  coiirfe  meete  upon  a  certaine  day  (once  at 
Icaft  in  two  years)  for  that  end. 

3.  That  a  contrail  be  drawne  and  fealed  betweene  the 
people  and  their  feveral  deputies  rcfpedtively,  upon  the 
day  of  the  eledions,  wherein  the  bounds,  liniits,  and  ex- 
tent of  their  truft  (Hall  be  clearly  exprelTed.  As  that  they 
bee  impowered  with  fufficient  authoritic  for  txecutinge,  al- 
teringeandrepealingeoflawes;  forerediingeand  abolifhinge, 
judicatories ;  for  appointinge,  removing  and  callinge  to  ac- 
count niagiRrates,  and  oi^icers  of  all  degrees ;  for  make- 
inge  warre  and  peace,  and  treating  with  fovereigne  flates. 
And  that  their  power  do  not  extend  to  the  bindinge  of  any 
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man  in  matters  of  religion,  or  in  the  way  of  God's  wor- 
{hip;  nor  to  compel!  the  perfon  of  any  innocent  man  to 
ferve  againft  his  will  either  by  fea  or  land  ;  nor  to  the 
makinge  of  any  law,  that  fhall  be  either  evidently  perni- 
cious to  the  people,  or  not  equally  obligatory  unto  all  per- 
fons  without  exception. 

4.  That  for  the  fecurity  of  all  parties,  who  have  a£ted 
on  any  fide  in  the  late  public  differences  fince  the  year 
1640,  and  for  preventinge  all  contentions  amongft  them  ; 
the  people  may  agree  amongft  themfelves,  that  no  future 
parlaments  fliall  queftion.  or  moleft  any  perfon  for  any 
thinge  fayed  or  done  in  reference  to  thefe  public  diffe- 
rences. 

5.  That  the  great  officers  of  the  nation,  as  well  civil 
as  military,  be  often  removed,  and  others  put  into  their 
room,  either  every  yeare,  or  every  fecond  yeare  at  fartheft  ; 
to  the  end  the  perfons  employed  may  difcharge  themfelves 
with  greater  care,  when  they  know  themfelves  lyable  to 
a  fpeedy  account,  and  that  other  men  may  be  encouraged 
to  deferve  preferment  when  they  fee  the  prefent  incumbents 
not  affixed  to  their  offices  as  to  freeholds. 

6.  That  all  determinating  committees  (except  fuch  as 
are  neceffary  to  be  kept  up  for  the  managing  of  forces  by 
fea  and  land)  the  chancery,  and  all  other  arbitrary  courts, 
be  forthwith  diffolved ;  or  at  leaft  all  power  taken  from 
them,  which  they  have  hitherto  exercifed  over  men's  per- 
fons or  eftates :  and  henceforward,  as  well  ordinances  as 
a^s  of  parlament  be  executed  in  the  antient  way  of  tryals 
by  juries. 

7.  That  the  huge  volumes  of  ftatute  laws  and  ordinan- 
ces, with  the  penalties  therein  impofed,  as  well  corporal 
as  pecuniary,  be  well  revifed  ;  and  fuch  only  left  in  force, 
as  fhall  be  found  fit  for  the  commonwealth  ;  efpecially  that 
men's  lives  be  more  precious  than  formerly,  and  that  lef- 
fer  punifhment  than  death,  and  more  ufeful  to  the  pub- 
lic, be  found  out  for  fmaller  offences  :  that  all  lawes,  writs, 
commiffions,  plead inges  and  records  be  in  the  Englljh 
tongue  ;  and  that  proceedinges  be  reduced  to  a  more  cer- 
taine  charge,  and  a  more  expeditious  way  than  formerly : 
That  no  fees  at  all  be  exadfed  of  the  people  in  courts  of 
jufticej  but  that  the  public  minifters  of  ftate  be  wholly 
maintained  out  of  the  public  treafury. 

8.  That 
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8.  That  eftates  of  all  kinds,  real  and  perfonal,  be  made 
lyable  to  debts ;  but  noe  imprifonment  at  all  by  way  of 
punilhment,  nor  in  order  to  maicinge  fatisfa£lion,  which 
poflibly  can  never  be  made,  but  only  by  way  of  fecurity 
in  order  to  a  tryal  for  fome  criminal  fa(5t,  to  be  determin- 
ed within  fome  {hort  and  certaine  fpace  of  timej  and  that 
this  power  of  reftraininge  mens  perfons  be  very  cautioufly 
allowed,  to  which  end  the  benefit  of  Habeas  Corpus  to  be 
in  noe  cafe  denied  by  thofe  whom  it  concerns  to  grant 
them. 

9.  That  tythes  be  wholly  taken  away,  the  parifhoners 
from  whom  they  are  due  paying  in  lieu  thereof  to  the 
ftate  where  they  are  not  appropriate,  and  to  the  owners 
where  they  are,  moderate  and  certaine  rent-charge  out  of 
their  lands :  the  minifters  to  be  maintained,  either  by  the 
voluntary  contribution  of  fuch  a's  defire  to  hear  them,  or 
elfe  by  fome  fettled  penfions  out  of  the  public  treafury. 

10.  That  as  fpeedy  and  as  perfe£t  an  account  as  maybe, 
be  given  and  publifhed  for  the  fatisfaftion  of  the  people 
how  thofe  vaft  fums  of  money  have  been  difpofed  of,  that 
have  been  difburfed,  voluntarily  and  otherwife,  fince  the 
beginning  of  thefe  troubles. 

H.  '1  hat  foe  foone  as  public  occafions  will  poflibly  per- 
mit, the  impofition  of  excife,  and  all  other  taxes  upon 
the  people  be  wholly  taken  away,  and  that  in  tl.c  mean 
time  all  care  and  diligence  be  ufed  in  taking  away  thofe 
occafions,  and  in  the  hufbandly  managing  of  the  public 
revenues  i  and  to  that  end  that  a  ballance  be  made  and  de- 
clared of  all  public  revenues  and  expences,  and  that  a 
courfe  be  taken  for  paying  all  public  debts  and  damages, 
fo  far  as  may  be,  and  that  the  debts  upon  intercft  be  dif- 
charged  by  fale  of  fuch  lands  and  goods  as  are  eyther  pro- 
perly belonginge  or  any  wayes  accrued  to  the  ftate,  and 
that  they  be  fold  to  the  beft  advantage. 

12.  Ihat  there  be  no  lefs  care  taken  for  the  growing 
wealth  of  the  nation,  confiftinge  originally  in  trade,  which 
being  our  ftrength  and  glory,  ought  by  mitigating  the 
cuftoms,  aiid  by  all  other  good  meanes,  to  be  cheriflicd  & 
promoted. 

13.  That  (though  reftoring  peace  and  commerce  be  the 
furell  way  of  providinge  for  the  poor)  yet  fome  more  ef- 
feftual  courfe  may  be  found  out  than  hitherto  hath  beene 
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for  the  (ettinge  thofe  to  worke  who  are  able,  forbringin^« 
Up  of  children  to  profitable  employments,  and  for  reliev- 
inge  fuch  as  are  pa(t  their  labor,  efpecially  fuch  as  became 
ib  in  the  fervice  of  their  country  duringe  the  late  warre. 

14.  That  the  aiFairs  of  Ireland  be  taken  into  a  more 
ferious  confideration  than  heretofore,  and  that  a  peace- 
able way  for  reducing  that  nation  may  be  once  endeavoured; 
and  in  cafe  that  fucceed  not,  the  war  to  be  profecuted  with 
vigour  and  unanimity,  as  by  God's  bleflinge  wee  may 
promife  to  ourfelves  a  fpeedy  end  of  thofe  troubles,  a  time- 
ly reliefe  to  many  famifhing  families  there,  and  better  in- 
tend the  affairs  of  England. 

Nowconfidering  that  the  fettlement  of  the  nations  peace 
and  freedome,  hath  beene  conftantly  declared  by  the  par- 
lament  to  be  their  only  end  in  engaginge  in  this  laft  warre ; 
and  confidering   the   many    promifes   folemn  vowes  and 
oathes  made  by  them  to  the  people,  to  confirme  them  irt 
the  belief  of  their  fincere   intentions   therein,  wee  fhould 
hope  to  find  no  oppofition  from  them  in  our  defires.     But 
however  wee  cannot  but  be  confident,  that  the  fouldiery 
of  the  army  (who   folemnly   engaged   at  Neivmarket   in 
*June  laft  [June  5,  1647]   to  procure  the  fame  things  in 
efFecl  for  the  people,  which  are  here  propounded,)  will  fo 
remember  that  folemn  engagement  as  to  fhew  their  ready 
concurrence  with   us ;  and   wee  hope   it  will  be  clear  to 
them,  that  there  is  noe  other  poflible  way  to  provide  that 
fufficient   indemnity    (the    want  whereof    firft   occafioned 
their  refufal  to  difband)   than  what   is    here  propounded  ; 
neither  that  there  is  any  probable  way  to  fecure  the  arrears 
of  the  fupernumeraries,  (who  are  difbanded  contrary    to 
the  folemn  engagement)  or  of  thofe  continuing  in  armes. 
And  at  leaft  wee  cannot  but  promife  ourfelves  the   adift- 
ance   of  all  the  commons,  who  are  not  blinded  by  fome 
felf-intereft,  or  engaged  to  continue  the  prefent  confuming 
diftraftions  by  virtue  of  fome   afi'et  or  employment   de- 
pcndinge  thereon. 

But  however  wee  intending  wrong  to  noe  man,  nor  any 
private  advantage  to  ourfelves,  and  the  caufe  for  which 
we  appear  beinge  foe  clearly  juft,  wee  repofe  our  confi- 
fifeiice  in  the  moll  high  (lod,  to  protet5l  us  from  the  ma- 
lite  and  rage,  both  of  all  feifseekinge  ambitious  menj  who 
aiFcdl  lofdlineilc  and  tiranny,  and  have  dcfigned  the  peo- 
ple's 
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pie's  flavery,  and  a  perpetuation  of  their  own  rule,  and  oi' 
all  fuch  mercenary  vaflals  as  they  (hall  hire  to  deftroy  us, 
and  keepe  the  yoke  of  flavery  upon  the  people's  necks. 
And  wee  doe  hereby  promife  and  engage  to  all  our  coun- 
trymen, that  whcnfoever  the  fettlement  of  the  peace  and 
freedome  herein  propounded  (hall  be  efFe<5led  (all  delayes 
wherein  wee  fhall  to  our  utmoft  poflibilities  prevent)  wee 
Ihall  gladly  and  chearfully  return  to  our  private  habitations, 
and  callings,  enjoying  only  our  equal  ihare  of  freedome 
with  all  others  in  the  nation. 

Copy  df  a  letter  from  O.  Cromwell  to  (then)  major   Saun- 
ders   0/"  Derby  (hire,  dated  June  I'j,   i^\S\  fuperfcribed^^^^^^^^^ 
*  For  your  felfe  ;'  and  endorjed  in  major  Saunders'j  hand  wintr"? 
writing  as  followeth^  *  Ihe  C'  generaUs  order  fcr  toke'ing  Moninjci^ 
'  Sir  Trevor  Williams,   and  Mr,  lAoi^fi.n./Jheriffeof^^'H 
'  Monmouthfhire,' 

SIR,  .  ' 

T  Send  you  this  enclofed  by  it  felfe,  becaufe  it's  of  greater 
■■'  moment.  The  other  you  may  communicate  to  Mr. 
Rumjsy  as  far  as  you  thinke  fitt,  and  I  have  written.  I 
"would  not  have  him  or  other  honeft  men  bee  difcouraged 
that  I  thinke  itt  not  fitt  at  prefent  to  enter  into  conteib, 
itt  will  be  good  to  yeeild  a  little  for  publicke  advantaa;e, 
and  truly  that  is  my  end,  wherein  I  defire  you  to  latisfic 
ihem. 

I  have  fent  as  my  letter  mentions,  to  have  you  remQve 
out  of  Brecknokjhtire,  indeed  into  that  part  of  Glamorgan- 
Jheire  w"^^  lyeth  next  Munmouihjheire^  for  this  end. 

Wee  have  plaine  difcoveries  that  Sir  Trevor  fVilliams  of 
Langevie  about  two  miles  from  Ujke  in  thecountyeof  A/ft«- 
Ttiou'.h  was  very  deepe  in  the  plott  of  betrayinge  Chtpjloue 
caftle.  foe  that  wee  are  out  of  doubt  of  his  guiltynefle 
thereof. 

I  doe  hereby  authorize  you  to  ftize  him,  as  alfo  the 
high  fheriffe  of  Munmouth  Mr.  Morgan^  whoe  was  in  the 
fame  plott. 

But  becaufe  Sir  Trevor  William:  is  the  more  dangerous 
man  by  farr,  I  would  have  you  to  feize  him  firft,  and 
the  other  will   eafilye   bee  had.      To  the  end  you  may 
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not  be  fruftrated,  and  that  you  bee  not  deceavedj  I  thinke 
£tt  to  give  you  feme  caracters  of  the  man,  and  fome  in- 
timations how  things  ftand.  Hee  is  a  man  (as  I  am  in*- 
formed)  full  of  craft  and  fubtiltye,  very  bould  and  refo- 
lute,  hath  a  houfe  at  Langevie  well  ftored  with  armes, 
and  very  ftronge,  his  neighbours  about  him  very  malig- 
nant and  much  for  him,  whoe  are  apt  to  refcue  him  if  ap- 
prehended, much  more  to  difcover  any  thinge  w^**  may 
prevent  itt.  Hee  is  full  of  iealofie,  ;^artly  out  of  guilt, 
but  much  more  becaufe  hee  doubts  fome  that  were  in  the 
bufmefTe  have  difcovered  him,  which  indeed  they  have^ 
and  alfoe  becaufe  hee  knows  that  his  fervant  is  brought  hi- 
ther, and  a  minifter  to  bee  examined  here,  whoe  are  abl6 
to  difcover  the  whole  plott.  IfF  you  fhould  march  directly 
into  that  countye  and  neere  him,  itts  ods  hee  either  forte- 
fyes  his  houfe,  or  gives  you  the  flip,  foe  alfoe  if  you  fhould 
goe  to  his  houfe  and  not  finde  him  there,  or  if  you  at- 
tempt to  take  him  and  mifie  to  efFeft  itt,  or  if  you  make 
any  knowen  enquirye  after  him,  itt  wil  be  difcovered. 

Wherefore  to  the  firft  you  have  a  faire  pretence  of  goe- 
inge  out  of  Brecknock  Jheire  to  quarter  about  Newport  and 
CarUoriy  which  is  not  above  4  or  5  miles  from  his  houfe. 
You  may  fend  to  col.  Herbert^  whofe  houfe  lyeth  in 
Mummuthfrjeirey  whoe  will  certenly  acquaint  you  where 
hee  is.  You  are  alfoe  to  fend  to  capt  Nicolas,  whoe  is  at 
Ckepjlowe^  to  require  him  to  affift  you  if  hee  fhould  gett 
into  his  houfe,  and  fland  upon  his  guard.  Sam.  JoneSy 
whoe  is  quarterm"^  to  col.  Herbtrt\  troupe,  wil  be  very 
afllftinge  to  you  if  you  fend  to  him  to  meete  you  att  your 
quarters;  both  by  lettinge  you  know  where  hee  is,  and 
alfoe  in  all  matters  of  intelligence.  If  theire  fhal  be  neede 
capt.  Burge  his  troupe  now  quarteringe  in  Glamorganjheire 
flial  be  diredled  to  rereave  orders  from  you.  You  per- 
ciave  by  all  this,  that  wee  are  (it  may  bee)  a  little  too 
much  follicitous  in  this  bufinefle,  it's  our  fault,  and  in- 
deed fuch  a  temper  caufeth  us  often  to  overall  bufinefl!e, 
wherefore  without  more  adoe  wee  leave  itt  to  you,  and 
you  to  the  guidance  of  God  herein,  and  refl 

'June  17,   1648.  Yours     O.  CroMWELL. 

If  you  feize  him  bring  &  lett  him  bee  brought  with  a 
fironge  guard  to  mee.     If  capt.  Nicolas  fheuld  light  on  him 

at 
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tt  Chepftowe,  doe  you  ftrengthen  him  wfth  a  good  guard  to 
bring  him.  \  ■         ■■    : 

If  you  feize  his  perfon,  difarme  his  houfe,  but  lett  not 
his  armes  bee  imbeziled. 

If  you  need  capt.  Burge  his  troupe,  it  quarters  betwecne 
Newport  and  Cardiffe, 

Cromwell  went  into  JVales  \ht  beginning-' of 'if^^v,  rbA^^-f   ''"^  . 
Chepjiow  caftle  was  furprized  for  the  King  about  the  famfc 
time,  but  retaken  the  25th.     It  does  not  appear  whether 
Sir  Invor  Williams  was  fecured,  or  not. 

■  The  fix  following  letters  are  In  the  pojfejfion  <?/Theo* 
dofius  Forreft,  Efq-,  o/George-ftreet,  Yorke- 
Buildings,  London.  ■ 

Deereji  Robin, 

Jyj  Owe  (blefTed  bee  God)  I  can  write,  and  thou  receave, 
freely.  I  never  in  my  life  fawe  more  deepe  fenfe, 
and  lelTe  will  to  ftewe  itt  unchriftianly,  then  in  that,  w*". 
thou  diddeft  write  to  us  when  wee  were  at  Wind/or,  and 
thou  in  the  middeft  of  thy  tentation,  w^"  indeed  (by 
what  wee  underftood  of  itt)  was  a  great  one,  and  occa- 
fioned  the  greater,  by  the  letter  the  generall  fent  thee,  of 
W-^*  thou  waft  not  miftaken,  when  thou  dideft  challen<re 
mee  to  bee  the  pener.  How  good  has  God  beene  to  dff- 
pole  all  to  mercy,  and  although  itt  was  trouble  for  the  pre- 
lent,  yett  glory  is  come  out  of  itt,  for  w=i>  wee  prayfe  the 
Lord  With  thee,  and  for  thee,  and  truly  thy  carriage  has 
biene  fuch,  as  occafions  much  honor  to  the  name  of  God, 
and  too  religion,  Goe  onn  in  the  ftrength  of  the  Lord, 
and  the  Lord  bee  ftjl]  j^jth  thee.  But  (deere  Robin)  this 
bufinelTe  hath  beene  (I  truft)  a  mightye  providence  to  this 
poore  k.ngdome,  and  too  us  all.  The  houfe  of  comons 
IS  very  fenfible  of  the  Kg»  dealinges,  and  of  our  bre-' 
threns,  in  this  late  tranfadtion.  You  fhould  doe  well  fif 
you  have  any  thing  that  may  difcover  iuglinge)  to  fearch 
m  out  and  lett  us  knowe  itt,  itt  may  bee  tf  admirable  ufe 
a  th.s  tyme,  becaufe  wee  (hall  (I  hope)  inftantly  goe  upon  " 
bufinefTes  in  relation  to  them,  tendinge'  to  prevent  danger^ 
I  ne  houfe  of  comons  has  this  day  voted  as  follows.    Firft 

that 
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tfcat  they  will  make  noe  more  addrefles  to  the  K.     2.  Ndnct 

ft  all  applye  to  him  w'^out  leave  of  the  two  houfes  upor»'' 

paine  of  beinge  guilty  of  high  treafon.     3dly,  They  will 

receave  nothinge  from  the    Kinge,    nor  (hall    any  other 

bringc  any  thinge  to  them  from  *  him,  nor  receave   any 

thinge  from  the  Kinge.     LafHy  the  members  of  both  hou-, 

fes,  whoe  were  of  the  committee  of  both  kingdoms,  are 

eftabliflied  in  all  that  power  in  themfelves  for  England,  and 

Ireland^  W^^  they  had  to  zSi  with  both  kingdoms,  and  Sr." 

John  Evelin  of  Wilts  is  a<ided  in  the  roome  of  Mr.  Re-: 

corder,    and  Rath.     F.  Fienis  in  the  roome  of  Sir  Phillip" 

Stapleton,  and  my  Lord  of  Kenty  in  the  roome  of  the  Earl 

of  Ef£x.     I  thinke  it  good  you  take  notice  of  this,  the 

fooner  the  better. 

Lett  us  knowe-  how  its  with  you  in  point  of  ftrength, 
and  what  you  neede  from  us,  fome  of  us  thinke  the 
Kinge  well  with  you,  and  that  itt  concernes  us  to  keepe 
that  ifland  in  great  fecuritye,  becaufe  of  the  French,  et. 
And  if  foe,  where  can  the  Kinge  bee  better.  If  you  have 
more  force  you  will  fuer  of  full  provifion  for  them.  The 
Locd  bieflethee,  pray  for. 

t  .,„  ,"  Thy  deere  friend  and  fervant  / 

MyL-*  Wharton's  Jan.  3d.  '  ■    ^ 

jieere  term  at  night,  1647.  O^  OlitfMWEtt^'' 

For  Col.  Rthert  Hamend  Governor  "^ 

of  the  ifle  oUVlght  theife  * 

For  the  fervice  of  the  kingdom  haft  poft  haft.  ^ 

Oliver  CROMWiYii^ 

•sir; 

"l^EE  have  received  yo'  letter   of  the  28th  inftant,^ 
"     wherein  you  dcfire  to  have  the  approbation  of  thisl 
committee  concerning  the  fower  gentlemen  by  you   ap-  ' 
pointed  to  watch  in  their  courfes  at  the  Kinoes  chamber 
dore.  Wee  thinke  it  fitt  that  in  this  bufineflt);  you  {hould 
make  your  application  to   the    houfes,  frorri   whom  wee ' 
dpubt  not  you  will  receive  orders  in  that  particular.     For 
the  money  appointed  for  tiie  fortification  of  the   caftlc  it 
was  tc  be  furniihcd  by  the  coonaiiltee  of  the  army  by  the 
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appolntm*  of  this  committe  w''*  accordingly  they  prefently 
<did,  &  defired  them  to  fend  thither  with  all  fpeed,  and  of 
this,  informacon  hath  beene  given  to  the  gentleman  you 
rpentiun,  who  follicits  yo'  bulinefTe  Vif^^  is  all  that  can  be 
done  at  this  committee  for  it. 

D£rl>y  Houfe  Signed  in  the  name  &  by  the  war- 

31°.  yanuary  rant  of  the  committee  at  Z)^r^' Houfe 

1647.  by  your  aiFedionate  friend 

To  Colonel  Robert  Hammond  W.  Say  &  Seals. 

Gpvernour  of  the  ifle  oi Wight 
Thefe  are 

Sr, 

'VT'OU  fee  by  thefe  inclofed  votes  how  great  a  burthen 
'*•  the  parliam'  hath  laid  uppon  mee.  I  doe  hereby  fend 
to  you,  That  you  would  inftantlie  fend  mee  a  lift  of  fuch 
as  are  att  prefent  about  the  Kinge  who  are  pfons  fitt  to  be 
conhded  in,  if  you  have  any  in  the  ifland  worthy  of  that 
truft,  I  would  defire  you  to  fend  their  naiiies  alfo  in  the 
fame  lifl::  and  if  you  cannot  fill  upp  the  number  of  thir- 
tie  with  you,  which  I  fhould  be  glad  you  could,  then  I 
defire  you  to  fend  mee  the  qualitie  of  thofe  that  will  be 
wanting,  that  foe  they  may  be  fupplyed  from  hence :  It 
will  be  riecelTarie,  That  you  haften  this  bufinefle  feeing 
the  parliam'  experts  a  fpeedy  &  effeiStuall  obfervance  of 
their  command  herein.  I  propofe  foe  foone  as  I  have  re- 
ceived yo''Jifl:  to  make  the  number  uppe,  and  lay  it  be- 
fore the  parliam'  to  receive  their  approbation  and  allow- 
ance for  my  indempnitie ;  you  fee  by  the  votes.  That  the 
number  of  thirtie  (of  all  fortes)  gentlemen  andtheir  fer- 
vants,  cookes,  butlers,  etc,  may  not  bee  exceeded,  and 
therefore  itt  will  bee  fitt.  That  a  refpefl  bee  had  to  all 
occafions  and  neceffities  of  the  houfehold  j  wifhing  yoi^ 
all  fuccefle  in  yo'  great  truft  and  charge  : 

1  reft  1     Yo'  afliired  fi'^end 

^aenjlreete.  5°. 

I' elf ruarij  J 6^7.  T.  FAIRFAX, 

J-or  Colonell  Robert  Hatflond  Gpverno'  -5^1 

of  the  ifle  of  Wight,  Sr, 


w 
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EE  hicve  received  informacon  that-  there  are  now 
fame  dtf\ne&  in  agitztion  concerning  the  Kings  e/czpty 
who  i;  to  he  carried  into  Fr2t.nu  \  and  that  thtr^  are  two  of 
thofe  y'  nott;  attnd  the  King  upcn  whom  they  rely  Ur  eU£i- 
ing  thii  tfcape.  Who  the;*  are  we  cannot  difcover,  nor 
yet  vJ)at  grounds  they  have  to  ex^e£i  their  {etvice  in  it. 
Yet  wee  thought  fitt  to  -give  you  this  advertizement  that 
you  might  the  more  carefully  watch  againft  it. 

Darbie  Houfe  Signed  in  the  name  &  by  y*  war- 

13°.     Martij  rant  of  the  com-'*=  at  Derby  Houfe 

1647.  by  yo'  very  loveing  ffriend 


r:: 


Noit.THUMBC&I.AND. 

^ofe,  all  thofe  parts  that  are  in  I'afic,  are  in  cypher  in 
the  original,  and  were  decyphered  by  Col.  Harr.m:nd. 


/\UR  relation  is  fo  nigh  upon  the  beft  accompt,  that 
^^  nothing  can  concerne  you  or  us,  but  wee  believe  they 
are  of' a  mutua^concernm^  And  therefore  wee.  hold  our- 
felves  much  obliged  to  tranfniitt  you  this  inclofed  (coming 
from  a  furehand  to  us)  not  onely  as  relating  to  yours  or 
o^  partidulax,  but  likewife  as  a  matter  of  vaft  importance 
to  the  pubirck. 

"  Itt  hath  pleafed  God  (and  wee  are  perfwaded  in  much 
mercy)  £veh  miraculoufly  to  difpofe  the  hearts  of  yo*^ 
freinds  in  the  army,  as  one  man  (together  with  the  con- 
cufrfence  of  the  godly  from  all  parts)  to  interpofe  in  this 
tifeatie,  yet  In  fuch  wife  both  for  matter  &  manner,  as, 
we  believe/  will  not  onely  refrefhthe  bowells  of  the  faints, 
and  all  otHfer  faithful  people  of  this  kingdome.  But  bee  of 
fatisfadlign  to  every  honeft  member  of  parliam'  when' 
tendred  to  them  and  made  publick  W**  wil  bee  w'''in  a 
very  few  daies ;  and  confidering  of  whata confequence  the 
eicapc  of  the  King  from  you  (in  the  interim)  maie  proove. 
Wee  haft  this  difpatch  to  yow  together  w'''  o"^  moft  ear- 
neft  requeft,  That  (as  yow  tender  the  intereft  of  this  na- 

tion> 
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Hon,  of  God's  people,  or  of  aine  moral!  men  :  or'as  you 
fender  the  ending  oi  EriglaniTs  troubles,  or  defire  the  juf- 
tice  &  righteoufnefs  male  take  place)  you  would  f;e  to  the 
iecuring  of  that  perfon  from  efcape,  whether  by  retorning 
of  him  to  the  cattle,  or  fuch  other  waie  as  in  thy  wifdom 
and  honefty  fhall  feeme  mecteil.  Wee  are  confident  you 
will  receive  in  few  daies  a  duplicate  of  this  defire,  &  an 
affurance  from  the  generall  &  army  to  ftand  by  you  in 
itt:  and  in  the  meane  time  for  o'  parts  (though  itt  maie  not 
be  very  confiderable  to  yow)  wee  doe  hereby  ingage  to 
owne  yow  with  o""  lives  &  fortunes  therein,  w'^'^  wee  fliould 
not  foe  forwardly  exprefTe,  but  that  wee  are  impelled  to 
the  premifes  in  dutie  &  confcience  to  God  and  man. 
The  L'lrd  (yo"  &  o^  God)  bee  your  widome  and  in  ail 
things,  however  wee  have  done  or  duty  &  Witnefl'ed  the 
afFedtions  of        Deare  Hamond 

Yo"  moft  intirej  &  faithfull 
JVindfor.  1 4.'**  gber  brethren,  frieridsj,  &  fervants. 
1648. 

H.  Iretont. 
T.  Harrison.    ■ 
John  Disbrowe; 
*£.  Grosvener. 

B  I  Ri 

Cince  our  laft  wee  have  received  againe  advertifem'  from 
^  a  good  hand  that  the  defigne  holdes  for  the  King's  ef- 
cape J  and  to  efcape  all  fufpicion  from  you,  he  intends  to 


•  Grofvener  I  believe  to  be  the  natiie,  though  there  is  fome  doubt. 
What  renders  it  more  probable  is,  that  there  tvas  a  colonel  EJward  Grofve« 
nor,  quarter  mafter  of  the  army,  chofen  member  of  parliament  for  Weft- 
ininfter,  in  1656,  and  again  in  Richard's  parliament,  January  2y,  1658, 
O.  S.  See  Wood's  Fafti,  vol.  ii.  c.  79.  and  Mercurivis  Politicus,  No.  550. 
p.  176. 

In  '  A  narrative  of  the  late  parliament  (fo  caUed)  begun  at  Weftminfter 
'  September  17,  1636,  &c.  with  an  account  of  the  places  of  profit,  fal- 
'  leries  and  advantages  which  they  hold  and  receive  tinder  the  pr6fent  power,' 
&c.  appears,  *  Collonel  Grofvenor,  as  quarter-mafter  general,  419  1.  los.od. 
,  per  annum,  and  it's  faid  hath  captain  of  hoifepayj  and  the  better  to  car- 
,  ry  it  in  the  choice  at  Weftminfter,  the  foldiers  were  bid  pull  off  tht-ir  red 
,  coats  and  put  on  others,  and  to  give  their  votes  for  him,  which  is  contrary 

to  the    eighteenth  article  of    the  oU  decayed  inftrument  of  governmsntt, 

which  allows  none  that  is  not  worth  200 1,  to  choofe  parliament  men.' 

.^^  LI  walke 
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walke  out  on  foote  a  mile  or  two,  as  ufually  in  the  day 
time,  &  there  horfes  are  layd  in  the  ifle  to  carry  him  to  a 
boate.  If  he  cannot  do  this,  then  either  over  the  houfe 
in  the  night,  or  at  fome  privat  window  in  the  night  he 
intends  his  paflage  ;  which  wee  thought  fitt  againe  to  give 
you  notice  of,  that  you  may  make  luch  ufe  of  it  for  pre- 
vention, as  yott  ihall  fee  caufe. 

Darby  Houfe  Signed  in  the  name  &  by  the  war- 

i8  Novemb.  rant  of  the  committee  of  lords  & 

1648.  commons  at  Darby  Houfe,  by 

Your  very  afFedionate  friend 

P.  S.  Wee  defire  you  to  communicate        Salisbury. 
this  to  the  commiffion"  there ;  and  alfo 
if  you  (hall  finde  the  Kinge  hath  efcaped 
to  give  us  notice  with  all  poffible  fpeed. 

For  Collonel  Robert  Hammond  Gover- 
no*^  of  the  ifle  of  Wight. 

The  three  following  letters  are  In  the  pof- 
fjfton  ^RobertSymmer,  E/qtofM-onnt 
Street,  Grofvenor  Square. 

Deere  Nortcn, 
T  Have  fent  my  fonn  over  to  thee,  beinge  wiilinge  to  an- 
-*■  fwere  providence,  and  although  I  confefle  I  have  had 
an  cfFer  of  a  very  great  propofiiion  from  a  father  of  his 
daughter,  yett  truly  I  rather  encline  to  this  in  my  thoughts, 
becaufe  though  the  other  bee  very  farr  greater,  yett  1  fee 
different  tyes,  and  not  that  aflurance  of  godlynefle,  yett 
indeed  fairnefs.  I  confefle  that  which  is  tould  mee  con- 
cerning eftate  of  Mr.  M.  is  more  then  I  can  looke  for  as 
thinoes  now  {land. 

If  God  pleafe  to  bring  itt  about,  the  ccnfideration  of 
pietye  in  the  parents,  and  fuch  hopes  of  the  gentlewoeman 
in  that  refpeifl^,  make  the  bufinefl'e  to  mee  a  great  mercy, 
concerninge  w'''  I  defier  to  waite  upon  God. 

1  am  confident  of  thy  love,  and  defier  thinges  may  be 

eai- 

$ 


r 


APPENDIX.  515 

carried  with  privacie.     The  Lord  doe  his  will,  thats  beflr, 
to  w^*"  fubmittinge  I  reft  your  humble  fervant, 

Feb.  25, 1647.  O.  Cromwell. 

For  my  noble  friend  Col.  Richard 
Norton,  theife. 

Deere  Dick,' 
TTT  had  beene  a  favour  indeed  to  have  mett  you  heere 
"*■  at  Farnham,  but  I  heere  you    are  a  man   of  great  bu- 

finefle, Therefore  I  fay  noe  more,  if  it  be  a  favor  to 

the  houfe  of  commons  to  enioy  you,  what  is  itt  to  mee  ? 
But  in  good  earneft  when  wi  .  .  .  you  and  youv  brother 
RuJJel  be  a  lit ... .  honeft  and  attend  your  charge  fuerly 
fo.  .  [fomej  expedl  itt,  efpecially  the  good  fcUowes  wh  .  . . 
chofe  you. 

I  have  mett  w'''  M""  Malor,  wee  fpent  two  or  3  bowers 
together  l;ift  night.  I  perceave  the  gentleman  is  very 
wile  and  honeft,  and  indeed  much  to  be  vallewed,  fome- 
thinges  of  comon  fame  did  a  little  fticke,  I  glad  ....  heard 
his  doubts,  and  gave  fuch  anfware  as  was  next  att  hand, 
I  beleive  to  fome  fatisfadtion,  never  the  lefTe  1  exceedingly 
liked  thegentlemans  plainnefle,  and  free  dealinge  w'^mee, 

1  knowe  God  has  beene  above  all  ill  reports,  and  will  in 
his  owne  tyme  vindicate  mee,  I  have  noe  caufe  to  cuni- 
plaine.  I  fee  nothinge  but  that  this  particular  bufmelTe  he- 
twecne  him  and  mee  miy  go  onn,  The  Lords  will  be 
donn.  For  newes  out  of  the  north  there  is  little,  only 
the  Mai.  partye  is  prevailinge  in  thepar^"'  of  5.  They  are 
earneft  for  a  warr,  the  mlnifters  oppofe,  as  yett. 

Mr.  Marjhall  is  returned,  whoe  fayis  foe.  And  foe  doe 
many  of  our  letters,  their  great  committee  of  dangers  have 

2  malig.  for  one  right.  Its  fayd  they  have  voted  an  armie 
of40CO0  in  par'"'  foe  fome  of  yefterdayes  letters,  but  I 
account  my  newes  ill  beftowed,  becaufe  upon  an  idle  per- 
fon. 

I  ftiall  take  fpeedy  courfe  in  the  bufinefs  concerninge  my 
tenants,  for  w*^*"  thankes,  my  fervice  to  your  lady,  1  am 
really         Your  afteilionate  fervant 

March  1%,  1648.  O.Cromwell. 

Farnham. 

For  my  noble  friend  Col.  Riihard 
Norton,  theife,  L 1  2  Dtcrs 
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Deere  Norton, 

t  Could  not  in  my  laft  give  you  a  perfef^  account  of  what 
-*■  pafled  betweene  mee  and  Mr.  AI.  becaufe  wee  were  to 
have  a  conclufion  of  our  fpeed  that  niorninge  after  I  wrote 
my  letter  to  you,  which  wee  had,  and  havinge  had  a  full 
enterview  of  one  anothers  mindes,  wee  parted  with  this, 
that  both  would  confider  with  our  relations,  and  accord- 
inge  to  fatisfaflions  given  there,  acquaint  each  other  with 
our  mindes. 

I  cannot  tell  how  better  to  doe  itt,  to  receave  or  give  fa- 
tisfac^ion  then  by  you,  whoe  (as  I  remember)  in  your  laft, 
fayd  that  if  thinges  did  ftick  betweene  us,  you  would  ufe 
your  endeavor  towards  a  clofe. 

The  thinges  infifled  upon  were  theife,  (as  .f'take  itt) 
Mr.  Maicr  defired  400  p.  annuvi  of  inheritance  lyinge  in 
Cambridge  Jheire^  and  Ncrfo'ke,  to  bee  praefently  fettled, 
and  to  be  for  maintenance,  wherein  I  defired  to  bee  ad- 
vifed  by  my  wife. 

I  offered  the  land  la  Hampjhlre,  for  prefent  mainte- 
nance, w*^*"  I  dare  fay  with  copfes  and  ordinarie  fells  will 
be  com7nur.ibus  annis  5C0''  p.  cnnum,  befides  500''  per  ok- 
Tjum,  in  tennants  handes  houldinge  but  for  one  life,  and 
about  300''^.  ann.  fomefor  two  lives,  fome  for  three  lives. 
But  as  to  this  if  the  latter  bee  not  liked  off  I  fiiall  bee 
Willing  a  farther  conference  bee  had  in  thefirft. 

In  point  of  jounciure  I  (ball  give  fati^faition.  And  as 
to  the  fettlement  of  landes  given  mee  by  the  par'"*  fatif- 
fa(3ion  to  be  given  in  like  manner,  accordinge  as  wee  dif- 
courfed. 

In  what  elfe  was  demafided  of  mee  I  am  willing  (foe 
farr  as  I  remember  any  demand  wab)  to  give  fatisfadlion. 

Only  I  havinge  beene  enlormed  by  Mr.  Robh,fon  that 
Mr.  Meier  did  upon  a  former  match  offer  to  fettle  the 
mannor  wherein  hee  li\ed,  and  to  give  20CO''  in  monie, 
I  did  infift  upon  that,  and  doe  defire  itt  m.ay  not  bee  with 
difBcultye,  the  moniel  fhall  neede  for  my  two  little  wenches  j 
and  therby  I  fhal  free  mv  fonn  from  beinge  charged  with 
them.  Mr.  Airier  parts  W''»  nothing  in  prafent  but  that 
ijionie,  favinge  their  board,  w^*"  I  fhoulde  not  beeunwil- 
hnge  to  give  them  to  enioy  the  comfort  of  their  focietye. 
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vf^^  itts  reafon  hee  fmarte  for,  if  hee  will  robb  mee  al- 
together of  them.  Truly  the  land  to  bee  fettled  both 
wl  at  the  par'"'  gives  mee,  and  my  owne,  is  very  little 
lelTe  then  3000''  per  cnnum  all  thinges  confidered,  if  I  bee 
rightly  informed.  And  a  lawyer  of  Lincoln^  Inn  have- 
inge  fearched  all  the  marques  of  lVorceJler\  writinges, 
W^**  were  taken  at  Rogland  and  fent  for  by  the  par'""  and 
this  gentleman  appointed  by  the  committee  to  fearch  the 
fayd  writinges,  aflures  mee,  there  is  noe  fcruple  concerninge 
the  title,  and  itt  foe  fell  out  that  this  gentleman  whoe 
fearched  was  my  owne  lawyer,  a  very  godly  able  man, 
and  my  deere  friend,  w*^*"  I  reckon  noe  fmale  mercy,  hee 
is  alfo  pofleft  of  the  writinges  for  mee. 

I  thought  fict  to  give  you  this  account,  deliringe  you  to 
make  fuch  ufe  of  itt  as  God  fliall  diredl  you,  and  I  doubt 
not  but  you  will  doe  the  part  of, a  friend  betweene  two 
friendes,  I  account  myfelfe  one,  and  I  have  heard  you  fay 
Mr.  Maior  was  entirely  foe  to  you.  What  the  good  plea- 
fure  of  God  is  I  fhall  waite,  there  is  only  reft,  praeferit 
my  fervice  to  your  lady,  to  Mr.  Maior^  et. 

I  reft 
Jpri I  the  3''  1648.  Your  affectionate  fervant, 

O.  Cromweh, 

I  defier  you  to  carrie  this  bufinefs  with  all  privacie,  I 
befeech  you  to  doe  foe  as  you  love  mee,  lett  me  entreat 
you  not  to  loofe  a  day  herein,  that  I  may  knowe  Mr. 
Maiors  minde  for  I  thinke  I  may  be  att  leizure  for  a 
weeke  to  atte'nde  this  bufmefle  to  give  and  take  fatisfac-» 
tion,  from  w'^''  perhaps  I  may  bee  Ihutt  up  afterwards  by 
imployment.  I  know  thou  art  an  idle  fellowe,  but  pre- 
thee  negledl  mee  not  now,  delay  may  bee  very  inconve- 
nient to  mee,  I  much  rely  upon  you.  Lett  me  here  from 
you  in  two  or  3  days.  I  confefl'e  the  principall  confide- 
ration  as  to  mee  is  the  abfolute  fettlement  of  the  mannor 
where  he  lives,  W^*"  he  would  doe  but  conditionally  in 
cafe  he  prove  to  have  noe  fonn,  and  but  3000''  in  cafe  he 
have  a  fonn.  But  as  to  this  I  hope  farther  reafon  may  work 
lum  to  more. 

L  1  ^  N.B.U 
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N.  B.  In  a  (heet  lift  *  of  the  names  of  the  members 

*  yet  living  of  both  houfes  of  parliament  forceably  feclud- 
<  ed  by  the  army  in  1648,  &c»'  appears  Southampton^  col. 
Richard  NoricnE{q;Kn\ght,&c.     He  was  chofen  Knight 

^"'h't"'  °^  *^^  ^hire  for  Southampton,  in  the  room  of  Sir  Henry 
voL  ix!  p*,*^' '  ^^^^"'/'s  K.nt.  who  deceafed  in  1644,  in  virtue  of  writs 
40.  iflued  0^.  24,  and  Nov.  10,   1 645. 

In  another  lift  intitled  *  A  more  exacS  and  neceflary  ca- 

*  talogue  of  penfioners  in  the  long  parliament  than  is  ex- 
'  tant,'  appears  Richard  Norton,  colonel,  governor  of 
Southarripton. 

And  in  a  third  intitled  *  A  perfeft  lift  of  the  lords  of 
'  the  ether  houje,  and  of  the  knights,  citizens   and   bur- 

*  gefles,  and  barons  of  the  Cinque  Ports,  now  aflembled 
'  in  this  prefent  parliament  holden  at  IVtJiminJler,  for  the 

*  commonwealth  of  England,  Scotland  and  Ireland,  "Jan. 

*  27,1658,'  appears  county  o(  Southampton,  Richard  Nor- 
ton of  Southwtcke,  Ef^^ 

SHr  Gregory  Norton,  one  of  Charles!,  judges,  was  of  Su/- 
fex  or  Kent,  and,  as  I  apprehend,  of  a  different  family  from 
the  colonel. 

The  following feventeen  letters  were  tranfcrihedfrom 
the  originals  which  tvere  found  at  Pufey,  the 
feat  of  the  launches,  in  Berkfhire  *,  by  the  hon. 
Horace  Walpole,  Efq-, 

For  my  very  hvinge  Friend  Mr.  Robinfon,  Preacher  at 
Southampton.     Theife. 

Sr. 

T  Thanke  you  for  your  kinde  letter,  as  to  the  bufinefte 

*  you  mention  I  defire  to  ufe  this  playenneffe  with  you. 
Whtn  the  laft  overture  was  betweene  mee  and  Mr.  Ma- 
jor, by  the  mediation  of  coll.  Norton,  after  the  meetinge 
I  Iiad  with  Mr.  Major  att  Farhham,  1  delired  the  coll. 
(findinge  as  I  thought  fome  fcruples  and  hefitation  in  Mr. 

*  John  Dunch  of  Pufey,  in  Berks,  fon  of  Sam.  Dunch  of  North  Bad- 
difley  in  Hampfliire,  Efq;  married  Anne,  Daughter  and  coheirefs  of  Rich- 
ard Major,  of  Hurfley,  Efqj— Wood's  Fafti,  vol.  ii.  c.  120. 

Major) 
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Major)  to  knowe  of  him  whether  bis  minde  was  free  to 
the  thinge  or  not.  Coll.  Norton  gave  me  this  account, 
that  Mr.  Major ^  by  reafon  of  fome  matters  as  they  then 
ftood,  was  not  very  free  thereunto,  whereupon  I  did  ac- 
quiefce  fubmittinge  to  the  providence  of  God.  Upon 
your  revivinge  of  the  bufmeffe  to  mee,  &  your  letter,  I 
thinke  fitt  to  returne  you  this  anfware,  &  to  fay  in  plain- 
nefle  of  fpirit  to  you.  That  upon  your  teftimonie  of  the 
gentlewoeman's  worth  h  the  common  report  of  the  pye- 
tye  of  the  familye  I  fhall  be  vvillinge  to  entertayne  the  re- 
newinge  of  the  motion  upon  fuch  confiderations  as  may 
bee  to  mutuall  fatisfadlion,  only  I  thinke  that  a  fpeedye 
refolution  will  be  very  convenient  to  both  partes.  The 
Lord  direct  all  to  his  glory.  I  defier  your  prayers  therein, 
and  reft 

Your  very  affe<Sionate  friend, 

Feb.  I"  1648. 

O.  Cromwell. 


'For  my  very  vjorthye  Friend  Richard  Major,  Efq\  Thctfe, 
I 
Sr. 

1  Receaved  fome  intimations  formerly  &  by  the  laft  re- 
•*  turne  from  Southampton  a  letter  from  Mr.  Robinfon  con- 
cernynge  the  reviveinge  the  laft  yeare's  motion  touchinge 
my  fonne  &  your  daughter.  Mr.  Robinson  was  alfoe  pleaf- 
ed  to  fend  inclofed  in  his  a  letter  from  you  to  him,  bear- 
ing date  the  5'''  of  this  inftant  February^  wherin  I  finde 
your  willingenefTe  to  entertaine  any  good  meanes  for  the 
compleatinge  of  that  bufinefle.  From  whence  I  take  en- 
coragment  to  fend  my  fonn  to  wayte  upon  you  &  by  him 
to  lett  you  knowe  that  my  defires  are  (if  providence  foe 
difpofe)  very  full  &  free  to  the  thinge,  if  upon  an  enter- 
view  theire  prove  alfoe  a  freedom  in  the  younge  perfons 
thereunto.  What  liberty  you  will  give  heerein  I  wholly 
fubmit  to  you.  I  thought  fitt  in  my  letter  to  Mr.  Ro- 
binfon to  mention  fomewhat  of  expedition,  becaufe  indeed 
I  knowe  not  how  foone  I  may  be  called  into  the  feild,  or 
other  occaftons  may  remove  mee  from  hence,  havinge  for 

L  1  4  the 
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the  prefent  fome  liberty  of  ftay  in  London.     The  Lord  dU 
xtGt  all  to  his  glorye.     I  reft 

Fib.  ii'**  1648.  Y^  very  humble  fervant, 

O.  Cromwell. 

For  my  very  tcortlye  Friend  Richard  Major,  E/qi  Iheife, 

Sr. 
T  Receaved  yours  by  Mr.  SiapUtcn  together  with  an  ac- 
-*  count  of  the  kinde  reception  &  the  many  civiiityes  af- 
forded them,  efpecilly  to  my  fonn    in  the  libertye  given 
him  to  waite  upon  your  worthye  daughter,  the  report  of 
whofe  vertue  and  gcdlynefle  has  foe  great   a  place  in  my 
hart  that  I   thinke  fitt  not   to  negledt  any  thinge  on  my 
part  which  may  conduce  to  confummate  a  clofe  of  the  bufi- 
nefie,  if  God  pleafe  to  difpofe  the  youngeones  harts  there- 
unto &  other  fuiteable  orderinge  afFaires  towards  mutuall 
fatisfailion  appeare  in  the  difpenfation  of  providence,  for 
which  purpofe  and  to  the  end  matters  may  be  brought  to 
as  necre  an   iffue  as  they  are  capable  oft'  (not  beinge  at 
libertye   by   reafou  of  publicke  occafions  to  waite   upon 
you,  nor,    as  I   understand    your   health   permittinge)   I 
thought  fitt  to  fend  this  gentleman  Mr.  Stapleton  inftrudted 
with  my  minde  to  fee  how  neere  wee  may  come  to  an  un- 
derftandinge  one  of  another  therein,  &  although  I  could 
have   wifhed  the  confideration  of  thinges  had  beene  be- 
tweene  us  two  itt  beinge  of  fo  neere  concernmente,  yet 
providence  for  the  prefent  not  allowinge,  I  defier  you  to 
give  him  credence  on  my   behalfe.     S^  all  thinges  which 
yourfelfe  &  I  had  in  conference  att  Fainham  doe  not  oc- 
curr  to  my  memorie  thorough  multiplicitye  of  bufinefTe  in- 
terveninge,  I  hope  I  (hall  with  a  very  free  hart  teftifie  my 
readynelTe  to  that  which  may  bee  expcfled  from   mee.     I 
have  noe  more  at  prefent  but  defiringe  the  Lord  to  order 
this  affair  to  his  glory  &  the  comfort  of  his  fervants.     I  reft 
S' 
Feb.  26,  1648.  Your  humble  fervant 

O.  Cromwell. 

(No 
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(No  DIredion.)     (In  another  hand  but  figned  by  himfelf.) 

Sr. 

\7Ours  I  have  recieved,  &  have  given  further  inftru£lions 
■*  to  this  bearer  Mr.  Stapylton  to  treate  with  you  about 
the  bufincfle  in  agitation  betweene  your  daughter  and  my 
fonne.  I  am  ingag'd  to  you  for  all  your  civility's,  &  re- 
fpedls  already  manifefted,  I  truft  there  will  bee  a  right  un- 
derftanding  betweene  us  and  a  good  conclufion :  and 
though  I  cannot  particularly  remember  the  thinges  fpokeii 
ofF  at  Farnham,  to  which  your  letter  feemes  to  referre 
mee ;  yet  1  doubt  not  but  I  have  fent  the  offer  of  fuch 
thinges  now,  which  will  give  mutuall  fati.sfa(5iion  to  us 
both.  My  attendance  upon  pubjique  affairs  will  not  give 
mee  leave  to  come  downe  unto  you  myfelfe;  I  have  fent 
unto  you  this  gentleman  with  my  mind.  I  falute  M'* 
Major,  though  unknowne,  with  the  reft  of  your  family. 
I  commit  you,  with  the  progreffe  of  the  bufmeffe  to  the 
Lord ;  and  reft 

S' 
March  the  S'"*        Your  aflured  friend  to  ferve  you 
1648. 

O.  Cromwell. 


(No  Dire£lion,  but  wrote  on  the  Back,  L.  G.  Crom- 

weli'j  Letter  of  Exceptions ) 

Sr. 

1  Receaved  your  paper  by  the  handes  of  M'  Stapilton.  I 
-■•  defier  your  leave  to  returne  my  diffatisfaftion  there- 
with. I  (hall  not  neede  to  premife  how  much  I  have  de- 
fired  (I  hope  upon  the  beft  groundes)  to  match  with  you, 
the  fame  defier  ftill  continuees  in  m?,  if  providence  fee 
itt  fitt.  But  I  may  not  be  foe  much  wantinge  to  myfelfe 
nor  familye  as  not  to  have  fome  equallit 'e  of  confideration 
towards  itt.  1  have  t  ao  younge  daughters  to  beftowe  if 
God  give  them  life,  &  oportunitye.  Accordinge  to  your 
offer  I  have  nothinge  for  them,  nothing  at  all  in  hand,  if 
my  fonne  dye,  what  confideration  is  there  to  mee  ?  And 
yet  a  jounfture   parted,  with,  if  ftiee  dye  there  is  little, 

if 
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if  you  have  an  heire  male  then  but  3000]^.  without  tyme 
aflertained.     But    for  theife  thinges  I  doubt  not  but  one 
enterview  betweene  you  &  my  felfe  they  might  bee  accom- 
modated to  mutual  fatisfacSion,  and  in  relation  to  theife  I 
thinke  wee  fhould  hardly  part,  or  have  many  wordes,  foe 
much  doe  I  defier  a  cloafure  with  you.     But  to  deale  freely 
with  you,  the  fettlinge  of  the  mannor  oi  Hurjley  as  you 
propofe  itt  ftickes  foe  much  with   mee  that  either  1  under- 
hand you  not,  or  elfe  it  much  fayles  my  expedlation.     As 
you  offer  itt  there  is  4C0  £.  pr.  annum  charged   upon  itt. 
for  the  150  £.  to  your  lady  for  her  life  as  a  jounciure  I 
flick  not  att  that,  but  the   250^.  fr.  annum  untill  Mr. 
Ludlovie'%  leafe  expiers  the   teanure  whereof  I  knowe  not, 
&  foe  much  of  the  250^.  pr.  annum  as  exceeds  that  leafe 
in  anual  valew  for  fome  tyme  alfoe  after  the  expiration  of 
the  i^  leafe,  gives  fuch  a  maime  to  the  mannor  oi  Hurjley 
as  indeed   renders  the  reft  of  the  manor  very  inconfidera- 
ble.     Sr.  if  I  concurr  to  denye  my  felfe  in  point  of  prefent 
monies  as  alfoe  in  the  other  thinges  mentioned  as  afore- 
faid,  I  may  and  I  doe  expe£t  the  mannor  of  Hurjley  to  bee 
fettled  without  any  charge  upon  itt  after  your  deceafe  fav- 
inge  your  ladyes  joundure  of  150^^.  per  annum^  which  if 
you  fhould   thinke  fitt  to  encreafe  1  ftiould  not  ftand  upon 
itt :   your  own  eftate  is  beft   known   to  you,  but  fuerlye 
your  perfonall  eJiate  beinge  free   for  you   to  difpofe,  will 
with  fome  fmale  matter  of  addition  begitt  a  neereneffe  of 
equallitye,  if  1  heere  well  from  others,  &  if  the  difference 
in  that  were  not  very  confiderable  I  fhould   not  infift  upon 
itt.     What  you  demand  of  me  is  very  high  in  all  pointes, 
I  am  willinge  to  fettle  as  you  defier  in  every  thinge  favinge 
for  prefent  maintenance  400 ;^.  p.  annum^  300  j(..  p.  an- 
num I  would  have  fomewhat  free  to  be  thanked  by  them 
for.  The  300^^.  p.  annum  of  my  ould  land  for  a  jounc- 
ture  after  my  wives  deceafe.     I  fhall  fettle,  and   in  the 
meane  tyme  out  of  other  landes  att  your  eleftion,  &  trulye 
Sr.  if  that  bee  not   good  nor  will  any  landes  i  doubt,  I 
doe  not  much  diftruft  your  principles  in  other  thinges  have 
a<Sled  you  towards  confidence.     You  demand  in  cafe  my 
fonn  have  none   iflue  male  but  only  daughters,  then  the 
lands   in  Hantjke'ire,  Monmouth  and  Ghucejierjheire  to  de- 
fcend  to  the  daughters,  or  3000^^.  a  peice  ;  the  firft  woud 
moft  unequall,  the  latter  is  too  high,  they  will  be  well 

provided 
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provided  for  by  beinge  inheritrixes  to  their  mother,  &  I 
am  willinge  to  2000 jT.  a  pcice  to  bee  charged  upon  thofe 
landes. 

Sr.  I  cannot  but  with  very  many  thankes  acknowledge 
your  good  opinion  of  mee  &  of  my  fonn,  as  alfoe  your 
great  civilities  towards  him  &  your  daughter's  good  re- 
fpedts  (whofe  goodnefle  though  known  to  mee  only  at 
fuch  a  diflance  by  the  report  of  others)  I  much  valew,  & 
indeed  that  caufeth  mee  foe  cheerfully  to  denye  myfelfe  as 
I  doe  in  the  point  of  monies,  &  foe  willingly  to  complye 
in  other  thinges,  but  if  I  fliould  not  infift  as  before,  I 
ftould  in  a  greater  meafure  denye  both  my  owne  reafon 
&  the  advife  of  my  freindes  then  were  meete  which  I  may 
not  doe.  Indeed  Sr.  I  have  not  cloafed  with  a  farr  greater 
ofFer  of  eftate,  but  rather  chofe  to  fix  heere,  I  hope  I  • 
have  not  beene  wantingeto  providence  in  this,  I  have  made 
myfelfe  plaine  to  you,  defiring  you  will  make  my  fonn  the 
meffinger  of  your  pleafure  &  refolution  herein  as  fpeedilye 
as  with  conveniency  you  may.     I  take  leave  &  reft 

Your  affedtionate  fervant 

I  defier  my  fervice  may  be  pre- 
fented  to  your  lady  &  daughters.  O.  Cromwell. 

March  14,   1648. 

For  my  worthy  Friend  Richard  Major,  Efq\  at  Hurfley. 
Iheije. 

Sr. 

\7  O  U  will  pardon  the  brevitye  of  theife  lines,  the  hafte 
*  I  am  in  by  reafon  of  bufmefles  occafions  it.  To  tef- 
tifye  theearneft  defier  I  have  to  fee  a  happy  period  to  this 
treatye  betv^^eene  us,  I  give  you  to  underftand  that  i  agree 
to  150^.  pr.  annum  out  of  the  300^.  pr.  annum  of  my 
ould  land,  for  your  daughters  joundlure  over  the  iSo£. 
where  you  pleafe. 

400/^.  p.  anr.ujn,  for  prefent  maintenance  where  you 
fhall  choofe  either  in  Hantjhire,  Ghucejier  or  Monmouth- 
Jhei'e. 

Thofe  lands  fettled  upon  my  fon  &  his  heires  males  by 
your  daughter,  &  in  cafe  of  daughters  only  2000^.  a 
peice  charged  upon  thofe  landes. 
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4.00/.  p.  annum  free  to  raife  portions  for  my  two  daugh- 
ters. 1  expert  the  manner  of  Hurjley  to  be  fctled  upon 
your  eldeft  daughter  &  her  heires,  the  heires  of  her  body. 

Your  lady  a  jounfture  of  iSOjT.  p.  annumout  of  itt. 

For  compenfation  to  your  younger  daughter  I  agree  to 
leave  itt  in  your  power  after  your  deceafe  to  charge  it 
with  as  much  as  will  buye  inn  the  leafe  of  the  Ferme  at 
Jllington  by  a  juft  computation. 

I  expedt  foe  long  as  they  live  with  you  their  diet  as  you 
exprefled,  or  in  cafe  of  voluntarie  partinge  150^^.  p.  an- 
nunii  3000  £.  in  cafe  you  have  a  fonn  to  bee  payed  in 
two  yeares  next  followinge. 

In  cafe  your  daughter  die  without  iflue  lOCOj^.  within 
fix  months.  Sr.  if  this  fatisfie  I  defier  a  fpeedye  refolu- 
tion,  I  fhould  the  rather  defier  foe  becaufe  of  what  your 
kinfman  can  fatisfie  you  in.  The  Lord  bleffe  you  &  your 
familye  to  whome  I  defier  my  afFe£lions  and  fervice  may 
bee  prefented.     I  reft 

Your  humble  fervant 

March  25"*  1649. 

O.  Cromwell. 


For  my  efteemed  good   Friend  Richard  Major,  Fff, 
Iheife  at  Hurfley. 

Sr. 
1  Receaved  yours  of  the  28 ^'^  inftant,  I  defier  the  mat- 
^  ter  of  compenfation  may  bee  as  in  may  laft  to  you,  you 
propofe  another  way,  which  trulye  feemes  to  mee  very 
inconvenient,  I  have  agreed  to  all  other  thinges  as  you 
take  mee  (&  that  rightly)  repeating  particulars  in  your  pa- 
per. The  Lord  difpofe  this  great  bufinefle  (greate  betweene 
you  &  mee)  for  good.  You  mention  to  fend  by  the  poft 
on  Tufeday.  I  fhall  fpeede  thinges  heere  as  I  may,  1  am 
dcfigned  for  Ireland,  which  wil  be  fpeedye.  I  fhould  bee 
very  glad  to  fee  thinges  fetled  before  I  goe,  if  the  Lord/ 
will.    My  fervice  to  all  your  familye.     I  reft 

Sr. 

March  30^'*  1649.  Your  afFe£iionate 

(Name  torn  off.) 
For 
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For  my  worthy  Friend  Richard  Major,  Efq;  at  Hurfley. 

Theife, 

Sr. 

I  Receaved  ycur  papers  inclofed  in  your  letter  although  I 
•*  knowe  not  howe  to  make  foe  good  ufe  of  them  aa 
Dtherwife  might  have  beene  to  have  faved  expence  of  tyme 
if  the  arreft  of  your  lawyer  had  not  fallen  out  at  this 
tyme.  I  conceave  a  draught  to  your  fatisfat^ion  by  your 
owne  lawyer  would  have  faved  much  tyme,  which  to  mee 
is  precious.  I  hope  you  will  fend  fome  up  perfc£tlye  in- 
ftruded.  I  fliall  endeavour  to  fpeed  what  is  to  be  donii 
on  my  part,  not  knowing  how  foone  I  may  bee  fent  downe 
towards  my  charge  for  Ireland.  And  I  hope  to  perform 
punctually  with  you.  Sr.  my  fonn  had  a  great  defter  to 
come  downe  &  waite  upon  your  daughter.  I  perceave 
hee  minds  that  more  then  to  attend  buiinefles  heere.  I 
ftiould  bee  glad  to  fee  him  fettled  and  al  thinges  finiflied 
before  I  goe.  I  truft  not  to  bee  wantinge  therein.  The 
Lord  diredl  all  our  hartes  into  his  good  pleafure.     I  reft 

Sr. 

My  fervice  to  your  Your  afFe£lionate  fervant 

lady  &  family. 

O.  Cromwell. 

Jpril  6,   1649. 

Por  my  worthye  Friend  Richard  Major,  Efq-,     Thetfe. 

Sr. 

VT'Our  kindfman  Mr.  Barton  and  myfelfe  repayringe  to 
^  our  councell  for  the  perfe£linge  this  bufmefle  foe  much 
concerninge  us,  did  upon  Saturday  this  15'**  of  y//»r/7/drawe 
our  councell  to  a  meetinge  whereupon  confideration  had 
of  my  letter  to  yourfelfe  expreflinge  my  con  fent  to  perti- 
culars  which  Mr.  Barton  brought  to  your  councell,  Mr. 
Ha'es  of  L'mcolnes  Inn  ;  upon  the  readinge  that  which  ex- 
prefleth  the  way  of  your  fetlinge  HurJIey,  your  kindfman 
cxprefled  a  fence  of  yours  contrarie  to  the  paper  under  my 
hand  as  alfoe  to  that  under  your  hand  of  the  28''^  oi March 
which  was  the  fame  with  mine,  as  to  that  perticular,  and 

I 
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I  knowe  nothinge  of  doubt  in  that   which  I  am  to  doe 
but  doe  agree  itt  all  to  your  kindfman  his  fatisfadlion,  not 
is  there  much  material!  difference  fave  in  this,  wherein 
both  my  paper  fent  by  you  to  your  councell   and  yours   of 
the  28'''  doe  in  all  litterall  and  all   equitable  conftru£lion 
agree,  viz.    to  fettle  an  eftate   in  fee  fimple  upon   your 
daughter  after  your  deceafe,  which   Mr  Barton  affirmes 
not  to  be  your  meaninge,  although  hee  has  not  (as  to  mee) 
formerlye  made  this  any  objedtion  nor  can  the  words  beare 
itt,  nor  have  I   any  thinge  more  confiderable  in  lewe  of 
what  I  part  with  then  this.     And  I  have  appealed  to  yours 
or  any  counfel  in  England  whether  it  bee  not  juft  and  e- 
qual  that  I   infift  thereupon.     And  this  mifunderflandinge 
(if  it  bee  yours  as  it  is  your  kindfman's)  putt  a  ftop  to  the 
bufinefle,  fo    that  our   counfel   could  not  proceede  untill 
your  pleafure  herein  were  known,  wherefore  itt  was  thought 
iitt  to  defier  Mr.  Barton  to  have  recourfe  to  you  to  knowe 
your  minde,  hee  alledginge  hee  had  noe  authoritye  to  un- 
derftand  that  expreflion  foe,   but  the  contrarie,  which  was 
thought  not  a  little  ftrange  even  by  your  owne  councell. 
I  confefle  I  did  apprehend  wee  fliouid  bee  incident  to  mif- 
takes  treatinge  att  fuch   a  diftance,  although  I   may  take 
the  boldneffe  to  fay  there  is  nothinge  expeded  from  mee, 
but  I  agree  itt  to  your  kindfman's  fenfe  to  a  tittle.     Sr.  I 
defired  to  knowe  what  commiffion  your  kindfman  had  to 
helpe  this  doubt  by  an  expedient  who  denied  to  have  any, 
but  did  think  it  were  better  for  you  to  part  with  fome  mo- 
nie,  and  keepe  the  power  in  your  owne  handes,  as  to  the 
land,  to   difpofe  thereof  as  you  fhould  fee  caufe,  where- 
upon an  overture  was  made  and  himfelfe  &  your  councell 
defired  to  drawe  itt  up ;  the  efFeft  whereof  this  enclofed 
paper  conteynes,  and  although  I  (hould  not  like  change  of 
agreements,   yet  to  fhew  how  much  I  defier  the  perfe^ing 
of  this  bufinefle,  if  you  like  thereof  (though  this  bee  farr 
the  worfe  bargaine,  I  fhall  fubmitt  thereunto  your  coun- 
cell  thinkinge   that  thinges  may  bee  fettled  this  way  with 
more  clearnefTe  &  lefl'e  intricafie.     There  is  mention  made 
of  QCOj^.  pr.  annum  to  bee  referved,  but  itt  comes  to  but 
about  8oo2^.  "^y  !^fi<^^s  in  Glamorgan  fneire  being  but  little 
above  400^.  pr.  annum,  and  the  400  ;^.  p.  annum  out  my 
manour  in  Gloucejler  &  Munmouth  Jheire.     I  wifti  a  cleerc 
underftandinge  may  bee  betweene  us.     Truly  I  would  not 

wil- 
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willinglye  miftake,  defiringe  to  waite  upon  providence  ia 
this  bufineffe.     I  reft 

Sr. 
j^p.  15*'' 1649.  Your  afFedionate  friend  &  fervant 

I  defier  my  fervice  may  bee  pre-  O.  Cromwell. 

fented  to  your  lady  &  daughters. 

For  my  very  loving  Brother  Richard  Major,  Efq', 
att  Hurflye.     Theife. 

(Rec^  27  y«/)',  i649./>.  Mefienger 
Lovlnge  Brother,  expreile  from  Niwbery.) 

T  Receaved  your  letter  by  major  Longe,  and  doe  in  anfware 
■*■  thereunto  accordinge  to  my  beft  underftandinge,  with 
a  due  confideration  of  thofe  gentlemen  vvhoe  have  abid  the 
brunt  of  the  fervice.  I  am  very  glad  to  heere  of  your 
welfare,  &  that  our  children  have  fo  good  leifure  to  make 
a  journie  to  eate  cherries,  it's  very  excufeable  in  my  daugh- 
ter, 1  hope  (he  may  have  a  very  good  pretence  for  it.  I 
aflure  you  Sr.  I  wifh  her  very  well  &  I  beleive  fhee  knowes 
itt.  I  pray  you  tell  her  from  mee,  I  expe<5l  (bee  write* 
often  to  mee,  by  which  I  fhall  underftand  how  all  your 
familye  doth,  &  fhee  will  be  kept  in  fome  cxercife.  I 
have  delivered  my  fonn  up  to  you,  &  I  hope  you  will 
councell  him,  he  will  neede  itt  and  indeed  1  beleive  he 
likes  well  what  you  fay,  &  will  be  advifed  by  you,  I  wifh 
he  may  be  ferious  the  tymes  requier  itt.  I  hope  my  fifter 
is  in  health,  to  whome  I  defier  my  very  hartye  affections 
and  fervice  may  bee  prefented,  as  alfo  to  my  cozen  Ann 
to  whom  I  wifli  a  good  hufband.  I  defire  my  affections 
may  be  prefented  to  all  your  familye,  to  which  I  wifh  a 
bleflinge  from  the  Lorde.  I  hope  I  fhall  have  your  pray- 
ers in  the  bufineffe  to  which  I  am  called.  My  wife  I  truft 
wil  be  with  you  before  itt  bee  longe  in  her  way  towards 
Br'tjloll.  Sr.  difcompofe  not  your  thoughts  nor  eftate  for 
what  you  are  to  pay  mee.  Lett  me  knowe  wherein  I  may 
complye  with  your  occafions  and  minde,  and  be  confident 
you  will  finde  mee  to  you  as  your   owne  heart  wifhinge 

your 
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your  profperitye  &  contentment  very  fynceerlye  with  the 
remembrance  of  my  love.     I  reft  .^^ 

Your  afFedlionate  brother  &  fervant 
Brifoll, 
y^/y  19''' 1649.  O.  CromwbLi.. 

(On  the  back  of  the  foregoing  letter,  befidesfhort  hand, 
there  is  an  account  in  Mr.  Major^s  hand,  of  his  flieep  and 
other  cattle.) 

Fdr  my  beloved  Brother  Richard  Major,  Efq;  <J/Harf-      ' 
lye  intbe  CouKi)  of  Hampton.     Iheife. 

I}eere  Brother^ 
T  Am  not  often  at  leifure,  nor  nowe  to  falute  my  ffeinde?, 
"*■  yet  unwillinglye  to  loofe  this  opportunitye,  I  take  itt 
only  to  lett  you  knowe  that  you  and  your  familye  are  of- 
ten in  my  prayers.  I  wifh  the  younge  ones  well,  though 
they  vouchfafe  not  to  write  to  mee.  As  for  Dick  I  doe 
not  much  expe<5l  itt  from  him,  knowinge  his  idlenefle,  but 
1  am  angrie  with  my  daughter  as  a  promife  breaker,  pray 
you  tell  her  foe,  but  I  hope  fhee  will  redeeme  herfelfe. 

It  has  pleafed  the  Lord  to  give  us  (fince  the  taking  of 
Wexford  &  Rojfe)  a  good  intereft  in  MirfjUr  by  the  accefs 
of  Corke  and  Toughail,  which  are  both  fubmitted,  their 
commiffioners  are  nowe  with  mee.  Diverfe  other  lefler 
guarrifons  are  come  in  alfoe.  The  Lord  is  wonderfull  in 
theife  thinges,  it's  his  hand  aloane  does  them  ;  O  that  all 
the  praife  might  be  afcribed  to  him.  I  have  beene  crazie 
in  my  health,  but  the  Lord  is  pleafed  to  fuftaine  mee.  I 
begg  your  prayers.  I  defier  you  to  call  upon  my  fonn  to 
minde  the  thinges  of  God  more  &  more,  alas  what  pro- 
fitt  is  their  in  the  thinges  of  this  world,  except  ihey  bee 
enjoyed  in  Chrift  they  are  /nares.  I  wifh  he  may  enjoy 
his  wife  foe  and  fhee  him,  I  wifh  I  may  enjoy  them  both 
foe.  My  fervice  to  my  deere  fifter  cozen  Ann^  my  blef- 
fmge  to  my  children,  and  love  to  my  cozen  Barton  and 
the  reft.  Sr. 

I.  am 
•^S^»  '^'>- 1 3"*  1649.     Youraife£lioliate  brother  &  fervant 

Rec*  12®  Dec.      49.  O.  Cromwell. 

Frr 
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For  my  very  lovinge  Brother  Richard  Major,  E/^;  att 
-^    Hurfilye/n  Hampfheir.     Theife. 

(This  direftion  is  in  a  Woman's  hand  :  underneath  are 
wrote  in  Mr.  Majors  hand  thefe  words;  15°  May  / 
urote  in  behalf e  of  Mr.  Bonny,  &c.  of  Dorfett.) 

Deere  Brother, 

P  O  R  mee  to  write  unto  you  the  ftate  of  our  affaires  heere 
were  more  then  indeed  I  have  leifure  well  to  doe,  and 
therefore  I  hope  you  doe  not  expedl  itt  from  me  feeinge 
when  I  write  to  the  par'"'  I  ufually  am  (as  becomes  mee) 
very  particular  with  them,  and  ufually  from  thence  the 
knowledge  thereof  is  fpread.  Only  this  lett  mee  fay  (which 
is  the  heft  intelligence  to  friendes  that  are  trulye  chriftian) 
the  Lord  is  pleafed  ftill  to  vouchfafe  us  hi^prefence,  &  to 
profper  his  owne  worke  in  our  handes  which  to  us  is  the 
more  eminent  becaufe  trulye  wee  are  a  companie  of  poore 
weake  and.  worthlefle  creatures.  Trulye  our  worke  is 
neither  from  our  braines,  nor  from  our  courage  and  ftrength, 
but  wee  followe  the  Lord  whoe  goeth  before  and  gather 
what  hee  (katterethj  that  foe  all  may  appeare  to  bee  from 
him.  The  takinge  of  the  cittye  of  Kilkenny  hath  beene 
one  of  our  laft  workes,  which  indeed  I  beleive  hath  beene 
a  grate  difcompofeinge  the  enemie,  its  foe  much  in  their 
bowells,  wee  have  taken  many  conliderable  places  latelye 
without  much  lofle.  What  can  wee  fay  to  theife  thinges. 
If  God  bee  for  us,  whoe  can  be  againft  us,  whoe  ean 
fight  againft  the  Lord  &  profper  ?  Whoe  can  refift  his 
will  ?  1  he  Lord  keepe  us  in  his  love.  I  defier  your  pray- 
ers, your  familye  is  often  in  mine,  I  rejoyced  to  heere 
how  it  hath  pleafed  the  Lord  to  deale  with  my  daughter, 
the  Lord  bleffe  her  and  fandlifie  all  hisdifpenfations  to  them 
and  us,  I  have  committed  my  fonn  to  you,  I  pray  coun- 
cell  him.  Some  letters  I  have  lately  had  from  him,  have 
a  good  favor,  the  Lord  treafure  up  grace  there,  that  out 
of  that  treafurie  hee  may  bringe  forth  good  thinges.  Sr. 
I  defier  my  very  entyer  afFe<Sion  may  be  prefented  to  my 
deere  fxfter,  my  cozen  Ann^  and  the  reij  of  my  cozens, 
M  m  and 
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and    to    idle  Dick  Norton  when   you  fee  him.    Sr.    I 
reft  .   : 

Your  moft  loving  brother 
/Jp.  y«  i"*  1650, 

Carrick.  O.  CromwELL, 

For  my  very  lov'wge  Brother  Richard  Major,  Efq;  att  his 
Houfe  at  Hurllye.     Theije. 

Deere  Brother, 

'"pHE  exceedinge  croude  of  bufinefle  I  had  att  London 
-*■    is  the  beft  excufe  I  can  make  for  my  filence  this  way. 
Indeed  Sr.  my  heart  beareth  me  witnefle,  I  want  noe  af- 
fection to  you  or  yours,  you  are  all  often  in  my  poore 
prayers.     I  fliould  be  glad  to  heere  how  the  little  bratc 
doth.     I  could  chide  both  father  and  the  mother  for  theire 
negleCls  of  mee,  ?  knowe  my  fonn  is  idle,  butt  I  had  bet- 
ter thoughts  of  Doll,  I  doubt  now  her  hufband  hath  fpoyled 
her,  I  pray  tell  her  foe  from  mee.     If  I  had  as  good  lei- 
fure  as  they,  I  fliould  write  fometimes.     If  my  daughter 
bee  breedinge  I  will  excufe  her,  but  not  for  her  nurferie, 
the  Lord  blefle  them.     I  hope  you  give  my  fonn  good 
counccll,  I  beleive  he  needes  itt.     Hee  is  in  the  dangerous 
time  of  his  age,  and  its  a  very  vaine  world,  O  how  good 
itt  is  to  clofe  with   Chrift  betimes,  there  is  nothinge  elfe 
worth   the  lookinge  after.     I  befeech  you  call  upon  him, 
I  hope  you  will  difcharge  my  dutye  and  your  owne  love  ; 
you  fee  how  I  am  imployed,  I  neede  pittye,  I  knowe  what 
I  feele,  great  place  and  bufinefle  in  the  world  is  not  worth 
the  Icokinge  after,    I  fhould  have  no  comfort  in  mine, 
but  that  my  hope  is   in  the  Lord's  prefence,  T  have   not 
fought  theife  thinges,  truly  I  have  beene  called  to  them 
by  the  Lord,    and  therefore  am  not  without  fome  good 
aflureance  that  hee  will  inablehis  poore  worme,  and  weake 
fervant  to  doe  his  will,  &  to  fuUfill  my  generation.     In 
this  I  begg  your  prayers,  defiringe  to  be  lovinglye  remem- 
bied  to  my  deere  fifter,  to  our  fonn  &  daughter,  my  cozen 
jfnn  and  the  good  family.     I  reft 

Your  very  afFedionate  brother 
)^nwi(k;  July  17,  1650. 

O.  Cromwell. 
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For  my  lovinge  Brother  Richard  Mayor,  Efq'y  at  Hurfley. 
Iheife,     In  Hantiheire  mere  Winchefter. 


H 


Deere  Brother.^ 
Avinge   foe   good  an  occafion   as  the  impartinge  foe 
great  a  mercie  as  the  Lord  hath  voutchfafed  unto  us 
in  Scotland  I  would  not  omitt  the  impartinge  thereof  to 
you,  though  I  bee  full  of  bufinefle.     Upon  Wedenfd.  wee 
fought  the  Scottijh  armie :    They  were  in  number  accord- 
inge  to  all  computation    above   twentye   thoufand,   wee 
hardly  eleven  thoufand,    havinge  greate  ficknefles   upon 
our  armiC)  after  much  apealinge  to  God,  the  fight  lafted 
above  an  hower,  wee  killed  (as  moft  thinke)  three  thou- 
fand, tooke  neere  ten  thoufand  prifoners,  all  their  traine, 
about  thirtye  gunns  great  and  fifiale  befides  bullet,  match 
and  powder,    very  confiderable  officers,  about  two  hundred 
colors,  above  ten  thoufand  armes,  loft  not  thirtie  men. 
This  is  the  Lords  doeing,  and  it  is  marvelous  in  our  eyes. 
Good  Sr.  give  God  all  the  glorie,  ftirr  up  all  yours  &  all 
about  you  to  doe  foe,  pray  for  your  afteftionate  brother 

O.  CROiMWELL. 

I  defier  my  love  may  bee  prefented  to  my  deere  fifter 
'and  to  all  your  familie.  I  pray  tell  DoUl  doe  not  forgelt 
her  nor  her  little  bratt,  fhee  writes  very  cuninglye  &  com- 
■plemeRtally  to  mee,  I  expert   a  letter  of  plaine  dealinge 

'^•frdm  her ;  fhee  is  too  modett  to  tell  mee  whether  (bee  breedes 

^'tx  not.  I  wi(h  a  bleflinge  upon  her  &  her  hufband,  the 
Lord  make  them  fruitfull   in  all  that's  good,  they  are  att 

'"'leifure  to  write  often  but  indeed  they  are  both  idle  &  wor- 

■  thie  of  blame. 

Dunbarr,  Sept.  4'''  1650. 

(No  Direction.) 

Deere  Brother, 

T  Was  glad  to  receave  a  letter  from  you,  for  indeed  any 

^   thinge  that  comes  from  you  is  very  welcome  to  mee. 

I    belcive  your  expedation   of  my  fonn's  cominge  is  de- 

M  ra  2  ferred. 
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ferrcd.     I  wifh  hee  may  fee  a  happie  deliverye  of  his  wife 
firft,  for  whom  I  frequently  pray.  7 

I  heere  my  fonn  hath  exceeded  his  allowance,  and  is  in 
debt;  truly  I  cannot  comend  him  therein,  wifdom  require- 
inge  his  livinge  within  cojnpafle  and  callinge  for  it  his 
handes  :  And  in  my  judgment  the  reputation  arifinge  from 
thence  would  have  beene  more  real  honour  then  what  is  at- 
tained the  other  way.     I  beleive  vain  men  will  fpeake  well 
of  him   that   does  ill.     I  defier  to  bee  underftood  that  I 
grudge  him  not  laudible  recreations,  nor  an  honorable  car- 
riage of  himfelfe  in  them,  nor   is  any  matter  of  charge 
like  to  fall  to  my  fhare,  a  flick  with  mee.     Truly  I  can 
finde  in  my  heart  to  allow  him  not  only  a  fufficiency  but 
more  for   his  good,  but  if  pleafure  and  felfe  fattisfa£lion 
bee  made  the  bufineffe  of  a  man's  life,  foe  much  coft  layd 
cut  uppon  it,  foe  much  tyme  fpent  in  itt  as  rather  anfwers 
appetite  then  the  will   of  God,  or  is  comely  before  his 
Saints,  I  fcruple  to  feede  this  humor  and  God  forbid  that 
his  being  my  fonn  {hould  bee  his  allowance  to  live  not  plea- 
fmglye  to  our  Heavenly  Father,  whoe  hath  raifed  mee  out,of 
the  duft  to  what   lam.     I  defier  your  faythfullnefle  (hee 
beinge  alfoe  your  concernment  as  well  as  mine)  to  advife 
him  to  approve  himfelf  to  the  Lord  in  his  courfe  of  life, 
and  to  fearch  his  ftatutes  for  a  rule  to  confcience,  &  to 
feeke  grace  from  Chrift  to  enable  to  walke  therein.     This 
hath  life  in  itt,    and   will   come  to  fomwhat ;  what    is  a 
poore  creature  without  this  ?  This  will  not  abridge  of  law- 
full  pleafures  but  teach  fuch  an  ufe  of  them  as  will  have 
the  peace  of  a  good  confcience   goinge   alonge  with   itt. 
Sr.  I  write  what  is  in  my  heart ;  I  pray  you  comunicate 
my  minde  herein  to  my  fonn  and  be  his  remembrancer  in 
theife  thinges.     Truly  I  love  him,  hee  is  deere  to  me  ; 
foe  is  his  wife,  and  for  their  fakes  doe  I  thus  write.     They 
ihall   not  want  comfort  nor  incoragment  from  mee  fo  far 
as  I  may  afford  itt;  but  indeed  I  cannot  thinke  I  doe  well 
to  feede  a  voluptuous  humor  in  my  fonn,  if  he  fhould  make 
pleafures  the  bufinefTe  of  his  life  in  a  time  when  fome  pre- 
cious Saindls  are  bleeding  and  breathinge  out  their  lafl  for 
the  good  and  fafetye  of  the  refl.     Memorable  is  the  fpeech 
of  Urijah  to  David^  2"*  Cron.   iV^  1 1"*. 

Sr.  I  befeech  you  beleive  I  heere  fay  not  this  to  fave  my 
purfe  for  I  (hall  willinglye  do  what  is  convenient  to  fatif- 

fie 
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fie  his  occafions  as  I  have  opportunitye,  but  as  I  pray  hee  • 
may  not  walke  in  a  courfe  not  pleafing  to  the  Lord,  foe 
thinke  itt  lyeth  upon  mee  to  give   him  (in  love)  the  beft 
councell  I  may,  and  know  not  how  better  to  conveigh  it 
to  him  then  by  foe  good  a  hand  as  yours. 

Sr.  I  pray  you  acquaint  him  with  theife  thoughts  of 
mine,  and  remember  my  love  to  my  daughter  for  whofe 
lake  I  fhall  be  induced  to  doe  any  reafonable  thinge.  I 
pray  for  her  happie  deliverance  frequently  and  earncftly. 

I  am  forrie  to  heere  my  baylye  in  Hantjheire  Hiould  do 
to  my  fonn  as  is  intimated  by  your  letter.  I  afTure  you 
I  fhall  not  allowe  any  fuch  thinge.  If  there  bee  any  fuf- 
piiion  of  his  abufe  of  the  woode  I  defier  it  may  be  looked 
after  and  inquired  into,  that  foe  if  things  appeare  true  he 
may  bee  removed,  although  indeed  I  muft  needs  fay  he 
had  the  repute  of  a  godly  manby  diverfe  that  knew  him 
when  I  placed  him  there : 

Sr.  I  defier  my  hartye  afFe£lion  may  bee  prefented  to  my 
fiiler,  my  cozen  Ann  and  her  hufband  though  unknown. 

I  praife  the  Lord  I  have  obteyncd  much  mercye  in  refpeft 
of  my  health,  the  Lord  give  mee  a  triily  thankfull  hart. 
I  defier  your  prayers,  &  rell 

Your  very  affectionate  brother  and  fervant 
June  i^i^ 
1651.  O.Cromwell. 


For  my  lovlnge  Brother  Richard  Major,  Efq\  at  Hurf- 
lye  in  Hantfheirc,     Theife. 

Deere  Brother, 

1  Receaved  your  lovinge  letter  for  which  I  thanke  you, 
■*  and  fuerly  were  itt  fitt  to  proceed  in  that  bufinefle,  you 
(hould  not  in  the  leaft  have  beene  putt  upon  any  thinge 
but  the  trouble,  for  indeed  the  land  in  EJfex,  with  fome 
monie  in  my  hand  &  fome  other  remnants  ihould  have 
gone  towards  itt.  But  indeed  I  am  foe  unwillinge  to  bee 
a  feeker  after  the  world,  havinge  had  fo  much  favor  from 
the  Lord  in  givinge  me  foe  much  without  feekinge,  &  foe 
unwillinge  that  men  (hould  think  mee  foe,  which  they 
will  though  you  only  appeare  in  itt  (for  they  will  by  one 
M  m  3  meanes 
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meancs  or  other  knowe  it)  that  indeed  I  dare  not  meddle, 
nor  procecde  therein.  Thus  I  have  tould  you  my  plain 
thoughts.  My  hartye  love  I  prefent  to  you  &  my  fifter, 
my  bieffinge  and  love  to  deere  Doll  &  the  little  one,  with 
love  to  all.    I  refl 

Your  lovinge  brother 
May  ihe  \^^  lb$\.  ^,. 

Oliver  Pv 


For  my  lovinge  Friend  John  Duncb,  Efq; 

Sr.  2 

T  Defier  to  fpeake  with  you,  &  heeringe  a  report  from 
-■■  Hurjlye  that  you  was  goinge  to  y"^  father's  in  Berke- 
Jheire,  I  fend  this  exprefle  to  you  deflring  you  to  come  to 
mee  to  Hampton  Court :  with  my  refp€<Sls  to  y'^  father, 
ireft 

Y'  lovinge  friend 
yiug,  27th  1657. 

Oliver  P. 


I  iblHw 


:\ii  au  1  bsbaiJi 
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Copies  of  original  Letters  and  Papers  of  Oliver 
Cromweirj  in  the  Britiih  Mufeum :  Copied 
by  leave  of  a  Committee,  by  the  Rev.  A.  Gif- 
ford,  D.  D.  for  the  UJe  of  the  Author, 

A  Copy  of  Oliver  Cromweirj  Letter  to  his  Daughter  Ireton, 
exaifly  taken  from  the  Original. 

Deere  Daughter^  ^ 

I  Write  not  to  thy  hufband,  partly  to  avoyd  trouble,  for 
one  line  of  mine  begitts  many  of  his,  w***  I  doubt 
makes  him  fitt  up  too  late,  partly  becaufe  I  am  my  felfe  in- 
difpofed  att  this  tyme,  havinge  fome  other  confiderations. 
Your  friends  att  Ely  are  well,  your  fifter  Clapole  is  (I  truft 
in  mercye)  exercifed  with  fome  perplexed  thoughts,  fhee 
fees  her  owne  vanitye,  and  carnal  minde,  bewailinge  itt, 
fhee  feekes  after  (as  I  hope  alfoe)  that  w'^'^  will  fatisfie, 
and  thus  to  bee  a  feeker,  is  to  bee  of  the  beft  fe<St  next  a 
finder,  and  fuch  an  one  (hall  ever)'  faythfull  humble  feeker 
bee  att  the  end.  Happie  feeker,  happie  finder.  Whoe 
ever  tafted  that  the  Lord  is  gracious,  without  fome  fence 
of  felf  vanitye,  and  badnefle  ?  Whoe  ever  tafted  that  gra- 
cioufnefl'e  of  his,  and  could  goe  lefFe  in  defier,  and  lefle 
then  preflinge  after  full  enjoyment.  Deere  hart  prefle  on  j 
lett  not  hufband  lett  not  any  thinge  coole  thy  afFe£lions 
aftpr  Chrift.  I  hope  hee  wil  be  an  occafion  to  enflanie 
^hem.  That  w"^*"  is  befl  worthy  of  love  in  thy  hufband, 
is  that  of  the  image  of  Chrlft  hee  beares,  looke  on  that, 
and  love  it  beft  and  all  the  reft  for  that,  I  pray  for  thee, 
and  him,  doe  foe  for  me.  My  fervice  and  deere  aff*e£iionj 
to  the  generall,  an  generalefle,  I  heere  fhe  is  very  kind 
to  thee.  It  adds  to  all  other  obligations.  My  love  to  all,  I 
am  thy  deere  father 

Oliver  Gromwell. 

1 646,  The  Superfcription,  , 

For  hys  beloved  daughter  Bridget  Ireton  at 
Cornbury^  the  Gen'»  quarters,  theife. 

Thii  is  a  true  copy  tai en  Scptemb.  14,  1759,  A^^  H^rl. 
Mf  No.  6988.  M  m  4  Far 
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J^or  the  Honorable  Wili«  Lenthall,  Efq\  SpedHer  «f  the 
Parl'toment,     Theife. 

5r.  aw 

T  Befeech  you  upon  that  fcoare  of  favor  (if  I  be  not 
■*  too  bould  to  call  it  friendfhip)  which  I  have  ever  had 
from  you,  lett  me  defier  you  to  promote  my  partners  hum- 
ble fuite  to  the  houfe,  and  obtaine  (as  farr  as  pofliblyc 
you  may)  fome  juft  fatisfaclion  for  him,  I  know  his  fuf- 
feringes  for  the  publick  have  beene  great,  befides  the  loflc 
of  his  callinge  by  his  attendance  heere  :  His  afFedtions  haue 
beene  true,  and  conflant,  and  I  beleive  his  decay  great  in 
his  eftate,  it  wil  be  juftice  and  charitye  to  him,  and  I 
fhall  acknowledge  itt  as  a  fauor  to 

Your  mofl  humble  fervant 
July  10, 
1649.  O.Cromwell. 

This  is  exactly  copied  from  the  original  in  Harl.  MJ.  6988. 
Sept.  13,  1759. 


To  Colonel  Hacker.       (Wrote  in  another  Hand.) 

T  Have  the  beft  conRderation  I  can  for  the  praefent  in  this 
-*  bufmefle,  and  although  I  beleiue  capt.  Hubbert  is  a 
worthy  man,  and  heere  foe  much,  yett  as  the  cafe  ftand?, 
I  cannott  with  fatisfat^ion  to  my  felfe,  and  fome  others  re- 
voake  the  commiffion  I  had  given  to  capt.  Empfon,  w''*out 
offence  to  them,  and  reflefiion  upon  my  owne  judgment, 
I  pray  lett  capt.  Hubbert  knowe,  I  fhall  not  be  unminde- 
fuU  of  him,  and  that  noe  difrefpeft  is  intended  to  him. 
But  indeed  I  was  not  fatisfied  with  your  laft  fpeech  to  mee 
about  Empfon^  that  hee  was  a  better  praecher  then  a  fight- 
er or  fouldier,  or  words  to  that  effe6^.  Truly  I  thinke  hee 
that  prayes  &  praeches  beft  will  fight  beft,  I  knovv'  nothing 
will  giue  like  courage  and  confidence  as  the  knowledge  of 
God  in  Chrift  will,  and  I  blefs  God  to  fee  any  in  this  ar- 
myc  able  and  willinge  to  impart  the  knowledge  they  have 

for 
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for  the  good  of  others.  And  Icxpecl  itt  be  encoraged  by  all 
cheife  officer?  in  this  armyc  efpecially,  and  1  hope  you 
will  do  foe.  I  pray  receave  capt.  Empjon  lovinglye,  I  dare 
affure  you  hee  is  a  good  man  and  a  good  officer,  I  wcud 
wee  had  noe  worfe.     I  reft 

■:  .  ::^  Your  louinge  freind 

Dec.  25,  j.65.0. 

O.  Cromwell. 

An  exaSi  copy  from  Harl.  MJf.  No.  5.  7502.     18  Sept. 
'759- 


My  Deer/Ji, 

T  Could  not  fatisfie  my  fclfe  to  omiit  this  poaft,  although 
■'■  I  have  not  much  to  write,  yet  indeed  I  love  to  write  to 
my  deere  whoe  is  very  much  in  my  heart,  it  joyes  mee  to 
heere  thy  foule  profpereth,  the  Lord  increafe  his  favors  to 
thee  more  and  more.  The  great  good  thy  foule  can  wifti 
is  that  the  Lord  lift  upon  thee,  the  light  of  his  countenance 
which  is  better  then  life.  The  Lord  blefle  all  thy  good 
councell  and  example  to  thofe  about  thee,  and  heere  all 
thy  prayers,  and  accept  thee  alwayes.  I  am  glad  to  heere 
thy  fonn  and  daughter  are  with  thee.  I  hope  thou  wilt 
have  fome  good  oportunitye  of  good  advife  to  him,  Pre- 
fent  my  duty  to  my  mother,  my  love  to  all  the  familye. 
Still  pray  for  thine 

O.  Cromwell. 
Edinburgh  3d  of  May,  165  f. 

Exa£11y  ccfyedfrom  the  original  in  Harl,  MJf.  7502.  No.  6. 
5ept.  I9>!  I759' 
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Bibliothaa  Sloaman/gj  Mice.  345.  pag.  126. 

$^ '...,, 
T  ue^ri  you  to  fend  mee  the  refons  of  the  Scotts  to  in- 
*■  force  ther  *  defier  of  uniformity  in  religion  exprefled  in 
ther  •  8  article,  I  mean  that  which  I  had  before  of  you, 
1  would  perufe  itt  againft  wee  fall  upon  that  debate  which 
wil  be  fpeedily. 

Yours    Ol.  Cromwell. 


To  his  loving  friend  Mr.  WtlUnghamy  att 
his  houfe  in  Swithim  Lane. 

*  Whether  the  Icjl  letter  is  an  c  or  r  I  am  nbt  certain^  the 
refl  is  exa^ly  copied,     Sept.  22,  1759. 


In  the  pofjejfion  of  James  Lamb,  Efq-,  of  Fairford, 
in  Gloucefterfhire. 

;         For  y'  Hono^lf  the  Ccmpiittee  for  the  army  thefe. 
.■  GentL  's  9ioi. 

"tT  was  not  a  little  won'3er'to''hie  to  fee  that  you  fhould 
-*•  fend  Mr.  Symonds  fo  great  a  journey  ab0Ut  a  bufinefs 
importlngc  fo  little  as  far  as  it  relates  to  me,  when  as  if 
my  poore  opinion  may  not  be  rejefled  by  you,  I  have  to 
offer  to  that  w'^''  I  thinke  the  moft  noble  end,'  to  witt  the 
comemoracon  of  that  great  mercie  att  Dunbar y  &  the  gra- 
tuitie  to  the  army,  w'^''  might  better  be  expreffed  upon  the 
meddal  by  engraving  as  on  the  one  fide  the  parliam'  w'"* 
I  heare  was. intended  &  will  do  fingularly  well,  fo  on  the 
other  fide  an  army  w'*"  this  infcription  over  the  head  of  it. 
The  Lord  of  Hofts,  Vi^^  was  o^  word  that  day;  where- 
fore if  I  may  begg  it  as  a  favo"^  from  you  I  moft  earneftly 
befeech  you  if  I  may  doe  it  w">out  offence  that  it  may  be 
foe,  h  if  you  thinke  not  fitt  to  have  it  as  I  offer,  you 
may  alter  it  as  you  fee  caufe,  only  I  doe  thinke  I  may 
truely  fay  it  wil  be  verie  thankfully  acknowledged  by  me, 
if  you  will  fpare  the  having  my  efSgies  in  it. 

The  gentlemans  paynes  &  trouble  hither  have  been  verie 

great,  &  I  (hall  make  it  my  fecond  fuite  unto  you  that 

6  you 
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you  will  pleafe  to  conferr  upon  him  that  imploym*  in  yo"^ 
fervice  w'*"  Nicholas  Briott  had  before  him,  indeed  the  man 
is  ingenious  &  worthie  of  incouragem^  I  may  not  pre- 
fume  much,  but  if  at  my  requeft  h  for  my  fake  he  may 
obteyne  this  favo%  I  fhall  putt  it  upon  the  accompt  of 
my  obligacons  v/"^  are  not  a  few,  &  I  hope  (hal  be  found 
readie  gratefully  to  acknowledge  &  to  approve  myfelf. 
Genii. 

Edlnhirgh^  4th  Yo'  moft  reall  ferv% 

oi  Feb,  1650. 

O.  Cromwell. 

An  oval  medal  in  filver  of  general  Cromwell  in  profile,- 
was  flruck,  \x\,  commemoration  of  the  vi6lory  at  Dunbar^ 
as  it  is  thought,  by  his  own  appointment ;  being  the  firft 
drawn  for  him  from  the  life,  by  Simon  j  and  is  remarkable 
for  his  likenefs  when  lieutenant-general ;  as  it  does  appear, 
by  comparing  it  with  a  pi6ture  drawn  of  him  by  Walker, 
his  painter,  about  that  time.  The  profile  of  this  medal, 
differing  in  fome  refpedts  from  a  medal  copied  by  Simon 
alfo  from  a  curious  limning  ^X2i^  why  Samuel  Cooper  \  the 
original  whereof  is  preferved  in  the  colletSion  of  the  duke 

of  Devonjhire.' But  thefe  are  frequently  feen  in  filver, 

and  fometimes  in  gold ;  and  when  fairly  liruck,  and  well 
preferved,  do  great  honour   to  the   ingenious  artift  who 

engraved   thefe  curious    and   memorable  medals. See 

Medals,  great  feals,  impreffions,  from  the  elaborate  works 
of  Thomas  Simon,  chief  engraver  of  the  mint  to  King 
Charles  I.  to  the  Commonwealth,  the  Lord  Proteftqr  Crom- 
well., and  in  the  reign  of  King  Charles  II.  to  1665.  Bjr 
George  Vertue,  4to  1 753.  p.  1 3 . 

In  the  PoJfeJJion  of  the  Rev.  Dr.  Birch. 

Copy  of  Oliver  CromwellV  Letter  to  Mr,  Cotton, 
Odob.  2,  1651. 

Worthy  Sir  and  my  Chrijiian  Friend, 
T  Receaved  yours  a  few  dayes  fithence,  it  was  welcome 
■*■  to  mee,  becaufe  figned  by  you,  whome  I  love  and  ho- 
nour in  the  Lord,    But  more  to  fee  fome  of  the  fame 
.  grounds 
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grounds  of  our  aflinges  ftirringe  in  you,  that  liave  in  u5 
to  quiet  us  in  our  worke,  and  fupport  us  therein,  which 
hath  had  greateft  difficultye  in  our  engagement  with  Scst- 
land,  by  reafon  v^ee  have  had  to  doe  with  fome,  whbe 
were  (I  verily  thinke)  godly,  but  through  weaknefle  and 
the  fubtiltie  of  Sathan,  involved  in  intereft  againfl:  the 
Lord,  and  his  people.  With  what  tendernelTe  wee  have 
proceeded  with  fuch,  and  that  in  fynceritie,  our  papers 
(which  I  fuppofeyou  have  feen)  will  in  part  manifeft,  and 
I  give  you  fome  comfortable  ******  aflurance  off.  The 
Lord  hath  marveloufly  appeared  even  againft  them.  And 
now  againe  when  all  the  power  was  devolved  into  the 
Scot'ijh  Kinge,  and  the  malignant  partie,  they  invadinge 
England^  the  Lord  rayned  upon  them  fuch  fnares  as  the 
enclofed  will  fhew,  only  the  narrative  is  fhort  in  this, 
that  of  their  whole  armie  when  the  narrative  was  framed, 
not  five  of  their  whole  armie  returned.  Surely  Sr.  the 
Lord  is  greatly  to  bee  feared,  as  to  be  praifed.  Wee  need 
your  prayers  in  this  as  much  as  ever,  how  (ball  wee  be- 
have ourfelves  after  fuch  mercyes  ?  What  is  the  Lord  a 
doeinge?  What  prophefies  are  now  fulfillinge?  Who  is 
a  God  like  ours  ?  To  knowe  his  Will,  to  doe  his  will  are 
both  of  him. 

I  tooke  this  libertye  from  bufincfTe  to  falute  you  thus'^H 
a  word,  truly  I  am  ready  to  ferve  you,  and  the  reft  of  our 
brethren  and  the  churches  with  you,  I  am  a  poor  weake 
creature,  and  not  worthy  the  name  of  a  worme,  yet  ac- 
cepted to  ferve  the  Lord  and  his  people  ;  indeed  my  dear 
friend  between  you  and  mee  you  know  not  mee,  my 
weaknefles,  my  inordinate  paffions,  my  unfkilfulneffe,  and 
every  way  unfitneffe  to  my  worke,  yett,  yett,  the  Lord 
who  will  have  mercye  on  whome  hee  will,  does  as  you 
fee.  Pray  for  mee,  falute  all  chriftian  friends  though  un- 
known. I  reft  ^> 
.  . '  ' '  Your  affedionate  friend  to  ferve  you,  * 
■  ■  0<57.  2,  1651.  ^^ 

O.  CaoMWELti: 

For  my  efteemed  friend  Mr.  Cotton 
paftor  to  the  church  at  Bojion  in  New  y- 

England.    Theife.  '• 


Ctpy 


A    P    P    E    N    D    I    X. 


Copy'  of.  a  Litter  to  L.  General  Fleetwood  (who  married 
Bridget,  eldeji  Daughter  cf  O.  Cromwell,  and  Wtdova 
of  General  Ireton,)  in  the  Pojfjfion  of  Mrs.  Cook  cfNtVf- 
iiigtou  in  Middlefex,  Graud  Daughter  of  that  General. 

Deere  Charles, 

A  Lthough  I  doe  not  foe  often  (as  is  defired  by  me)  ac- 
■^^  quaint  you  howe  itt  is  with  mee,  yett  I  doubt  not 
of  your  prayers  in  my  behalfe  that  in  all  thinges  I  may 
walke  as  becometh  the  Gofpell.  Truly  I  never  more 
needed  all  helps  from  my  chriftian  friends  than  nowe, 
fayne  would  I  have  my  fervice  accepted  of  the  Sain£ts  (if 
the  Lord  will)  but  it  is  not  foe,  beinge  of  different  judg- 
ments, and  of  each  fort,  moft  feekinge  to  propagate  their 
owne,  thatfpiritof  kindnefle  that  is  to  them  all,  is  hardly 
accepted  of  any.  I  hope  I  can  fay  it  my  life  has  beenc 
a  v/iliinge  a  facrifice  and  I  hope  is,  for  them  all.  Yett 
it  much  falls  out  as  when  the  two  Hebrews  were  rebuked, 
you  know  upon  whom  they  turned  their  difpieafure ;  but 
the  Lord  is  wife,  and  will  I  trutt  make  manifeft  that  I 
am  no  enemie,  Oh  how  eafy  is  mercye  to  bee  abufed. 
Perfwade  friends  wii^h  you  to  be  very  fober.  If  the  day 
of  the  Lord  be  fo  neere  (as  fome  fay)  how  {hould  our  mo- 
deration appeare.  If  every  one  (inftead  of  contending) 
would  juftifie  his  forme  by  love  and  meeknefle,  wifdom 
would  be  juftified  of  her  children,  but  alas  I  am  in  my 
tcntation  ready  to-fay,  Oh  would  I  had  winges  like  a  dove, 
then  would  I,  ^c.  but  this  I  feare  is  my  baft.  I  blefie 
the  Lord  I  have  fomewhat  keefes  me  alive  fome  fparkes 
of  the  light  of  his  countenance,  and  fome  fynceritye  above 
mans  judgment,  excufe  me  thus  unbowellinge  my  felfe 
to  you,  pray  for  mee  and  defire  my  freindes  to  doe  foe 
alfo,  my  love  to  thy  deere  wife  whom  indeed  I  entyerly 
love,  both  naturally,  and  uppn  the  beft  account,  and  my 
blelHnge  (if  it  be  worth  any  thinge)  upon  thy  little  babe. 
Sr.  George  Afcovgh  havinge  occafions  with  you  defired  my 
letters  to  you  on  his  behalfe ;  if  bee  come  or  fend,  I  pray 
you  (hew  him  what  favour  you  can.  Indeed  his  fervices 
have  been  confiderable  for  the  ftate,  and  I  doubt  hee  hath 
not  been  anfwered  with  fuitable  icf^edl.  Therefore  again 
5  I 
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I  defier  you,  and  the  commiflioners   to  take  him  into  a 
very  particular  care  &  helpe  him  foe   farr  as   iuftice  and 
reafon  will    any    wayes   afFord.     Remember  my  harty  af- 
fections to  all  the  officers.     The  Lord  bleffe  you  all, 
ioeprayeth 
Auguji  22''*,  Your  truly  lovinge  father, 

1653- 

O.  Cromwell, 
All  heere  love  you,  and  are  in 
health,  your  children  and  all. 


Communi-  fhe  following  was  taken  from  the  impreflion  from  a  cop- 
Nkolaf  P^'"  p'^^s  g'^^  found   in  a  leaden  canifter,  lying  on  the 

Munckiey,       breaft  of  the  corpfe,  when  the  grave  and  coffin  of  Oil- 
of  Lincoln's      ,i}gf.  Crcmwell  were  broke  open  by  order  of  the  govern- 
""'     ^'         rhent  after  the   reftoration,  in   order  to  have  his  body 
hanged  up  at  Tyburn. 
The  plate  and  canifter  were  preferved  by  ferjeant  Norfolk, 
then  ferjeant  at  arms  to  the  houfe  of  commons,  who 
left  it  to  his  only  daughter  and  child  Mary,  who  mar- 
ried Hope  Gifford,  Efq;  J.  C.  at  Colchejler^  whofe  only 
daughter  and  child  Mary,  married  Sir  Anthony  Abdy  of 
Felix-Hall,  Ejjex,  near  Kehedon,    Bart,  who  left  it  to 
his  third  wjfe,  by  whofe  permiffion  Dr.  Mortimer,  S.  R. 
Seer,  obtained  the  impreffion   from  the  original  plate  in 
the  year  1739. 

'  Oliverius  Protector  Reipublicas  Anglije,    Scotiae,    et 

*  Hibernise,  Natus    25°   Aprilis  Anno    It99''>  Inaugura- 

*  tusi6''  Decembris  1653,  Mortuus  3°  Septembris  Anno 
«  i6s^%  hicfituseft.' 

Jan.  30.  O.  S.    "  The  odious  carcafles  of  O.  Cromwell^ 

*  tj.  IreicHy  and  J.  Bra^Jhaw  drawn  upon  fledges  to  Ty- 

*  burn,  and  being  pulled  out  of  their  coffins,  there  hanged 
'*■  at  the  feveral  angles  of  that  triple  tree  till  ixin  fet.  Then 
»  taken    down,  beheaded,    and   their   loathfome   truncks 

*  thrown   inio  a  deep  hole  under  the  gallowes.     Their 

*  heads  v/ere  afterwards  fet  upon  poles  on  the  top  of  Weji- 
■<  rtiinjier-HalL^  Gefia  BritannoruWf  at  the  end  oiWhaV' 
/j»^  Almanack  for  1663. 

The 
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The  mafon's  receipt  for  taking  up  the  corpfe ;  from  a 
copy  under  Dr.  Cromwell  Mortimer'%  hand,  taken  from  the 
original  receipt. 

<  May  the  4th  day,    i56i,    Rec*  then  in  full  of  the 

*  worfhipful  ferjeant  Norfolke^  fiveteen  fliillinges,  for  tak« 

*  ing  up  the  corpes  of  Crgmelly  8c  lerton  &  Brafaw, 

*  Rec.  by  mee  John  Lewis* 


FINIS. 
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